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Col.  John  Franklin  to  Doc.  Hamilton,  1786. 

Armenia,  Jane  8th,  1786. 
I>  Doctor, 

I  left  Hartford  last  Week  on  Wednesday  evening,  and  am  now 
on  mj  Jonmey  to  Wyoming.  I  expect  you  have  received  my 
Letter  of  the  Sd  Inst.,  in  which  I  informed  you  that  Congress  have 
Accepted  the  Cessions  from  Connecticut.  I  expect  that  to  be  a 
Confirmation  of  our  Title.  Nothing  farther  Done  in  Assembly 
respecting  Wyoming  affiurs — it's  thought  best  by  friends  to  rest 
quiet  at  Present — to  hold  fast  to  our  Purchase,  &c. 

I  have  been  to  Windham ;  Esq.  Gray  had  no  Blank  Certificates. 
I  send  you  ten  full  Shares,  from  No.  140  to  149  Included.  I  take 
a  receipt  from  Esq.  Beach,  and  expect  he  will  take  one  from  you ; 
he  will  also  send  vou  15  share3,  to  make  25  in  the  whoFo. 

Esq.  Gray  thinks  best  to  issue  no  more  Certificates  at  Present,  as 
300  have  already  been  Delivered  to  the  Com'tee.  Should  it  be 
necessary,  others  may  be  Issued  hereafter.  It's  best  to  take  Care 
how  Lands  are  Desposed  of.  I  expect  that  many  Certificates  ha? e 
been  given  out  that  will  answer  but  a  small  Purpose  to  the  Company. 
I  find  that  Esq.  Gray  has  given  out  near  50  hiidf  Shares  to  Persona 
to  repair  to  W;jroming  and  Continue  three  years — that  no  Condition 
is  mentioned  m  the  Certificate — that  not  more  than  7  of  those 
Persons  are  in  that  County,  which  I  Conceive  to  be  an  argument 
that  it^s  best  to  be  careful.  The  400  half  Shares  are  not  all  taken 
up— it's  thought  best  to  fill  them — let  those  that  are  disposed  to 
become  Adventurers  have  a  recommendation  to  repair  to  Wyoming, 
to  receive  Certificates  from  the  Com' tee  on  the  Spot;  which  may 
prevent  trouble  hereafter.  I  would  wish  to  have  every  Plan  put  in 
Execution  to  get  on  Settlers. 

"  I  hope  you  will  Procure  the  Physick  and  Pills  you  talked  of  at 
"  Hartford,  and  send  the  same  on.  I  can  administer  them  if  Neces- 
"  sary,  though  I  have  not  the  Theory  of  Physick,  I  Profess  to  know 
«  something  of  Practice."  By  late  Accounts  from  Wyoming  I  hear 
that  a  Justice  of  Peace,  a  Sheriff  and  one  other  Person  as  Assistant, 
all  from  Sunberry,  have  lately  been  in  the  Settlement  to  Execute 
Warrants  against  thwe  that  neglected  to  give  Bail  for  good  Beha- 
viour, but  met  with  Poor  Success,  that  attempting  to  take  one  of 
our  Party  the  Sheriff's  Bully  Presented  a  Pistol  and  Demanded  a 
Surrender,  but  however,  the  Bully  received  a  fiogging,  and  the 
whole  have  returned  to  Sunberry  to  make  report.  As  I  had  the 
news  from  a  Second  hand  I  cannot  give  the  Particulars.     I  ex^eftt 
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they  will  use  every  Plan  to  ezeoate  their  Laws ;  they  appear  more 
fond  of  fighting  us  with  their  Law  Books  than  with  Rifles,  though 
they  appear  fond  of  the  latter  as  often  as  they  can  find  us  in  a 
Defenceless  Situation,  and  more  especially  when  they  have  only 
Women  and  Children  to  oppose  them.  I  shall  make  a  List  of  those 
that  have  taken  Certificates  for  Rights  as  soon  as  may  be,  after  I 
return,  and  shall  endeavor  to  let  you  know  the  number  of  those  that 
have  taken  Certificates  from  you,  and  are  on  the  Spot. 
I-em,  Sir,  your  most  Obedient 
&  humble  Servant, 

JOHN  FRANKLIN. 

D I  reeled y 
Doct.  Joseph  Hamilton^  City  of  Hudson,  State  of  N.  Tork. 


Circular. 

Secretary  of  Congress  to  Pres.  Framklin,  1786. 

Offico  of  Secretary  of  Congress,  Jane  9thy-1786. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  herewith  enclosed 
two  copies  of  the  continuation  of  the  Journal  horn  3d  of  March  to 
2d  instant,  one  for  the  Legislative,  the  other  for  the  Executive 
branch  of  Government,  and  also  two  copies  of  the  treaty  of  commerce 
lately  concluded  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  his 
Majesty  the  King  of  Prussia. 

With  the  greatest  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be. 
Your  Excellency 8  most  obedient,  & 
Most  humble  servant, 

CHA.  THOMSON. 
Directedy 

His  Excellency,  the  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


Delegates  in  Congress  to  Pres.  Franklin,  1786. 

New  York,  9th  June,  1786. 
Sir, 

Yesterday  we  had  the  Honour  to  receive  your  Excellency's  Letter 
of  the  4th  Instant.  We  went  to  wait  on  the  Governor  of  this  State 
with  the  Communications  committed  to  us,  but  His  Excellency  tho' 
daily  expected,  is  not  returned  from  a  Journey  northward  on  which 
he  set  out  some  weeks  ago. 
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The  Delegates  from  Gonnectiout  being  abaent  from  GongreBSy  we 
have  traDBmitted  to  Mr.  Mitchell^  one  of  those  Delegates  (who  we 
understand  to  be  also  a  Member  of  the  Legislatare  and  now  at 
Hartford,)  a  Copy  of  your  Excellency's  Letter  of  the  4th  Instant, 
except  the  caationary  Part  respecting  the  intercepted  Letter — also 
a  Gopy  of  Mr.  Shaw's  Letter  to  your  Excellency,  leaving  oat  the 
name  of  the  writer  of  the  intercepted  Letter,  and  the  name  of  the 
Per8on  to  whom  it  was  directed. 

This  morning  Dr.  Johnson  has  resumed  his  Seat  in  Gongress-— 
We  have  communicated  to  him  the  Contents  of  your  Excellency's 
Letter  k  Inclosures.  He  expresses  great  Concern  that  the  Distrao- 
tions  in  Pennsylvania  are  thus  Gontinued,  but  seems  very  confident 
that  the  State  of  Gonuecticut  will  discountenance  it's  Citizens  in  all 
farther  pursuit  of  Claims  in  Pennsylvania  other  than  such  as  the 
Laws  and  Policy  of  the  latter  shall  warrant.  He  has  not  lately  been 
at  Hartford  where  the  Legislature  are  now  sitting,  but  says  he  is 
well  informed  that  the  Act  of  Gongress  respecting  their  proposed 
Cession  will  enable  the  State  to  induce  the  Susquehanna  Company 
to  transfer  their  views  from  Pennsylvania  to  a  moro  western 
Country.  This  done  the  Insurgency  in  Pensa.  will  probably 
subside. 

We  have  the  Honor  to  be. 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient 

&  most  humble  Servants, 

CHA.  PETTIT, 
JOHN  BAYARD. 
Directed, 

His  Excellency,  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


Treaty  with  Prussia,  1786. 

The  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled. 
To  all  to  whom  these  Presents  shall  come,  Greeting. 

Whereas  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce,  between  his  majesty  the 
king  of  Prussia,  and  the  United  States  of  America,  was  concluded  and 
signed  by  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  said  United  States,  and  by 
the  plenipotentiary  of  his  said  majesty,  duly  and  respectively  au- 
thorised  for  that  purpose,  at  the  places  of  their  respective  residence, 
and  at  the  dates  expressed  under  their  several  signatures,  which  said 
treaty,  written  both  in  the  American  and  French  languages,  is  (in 
the  American)  in  the  words  following,  to  wit, 

A  Treaty  of  Amity  and  Commerce  between  bis  Majesty  the  King  of 

Prussia,  and  the  United  States  of  America. 

His  majesty  the  king  of  Prussia,  and  the  United  States  of 
America,  desiring  to  fix,  in  a  perms^UGut  and  equitable  maunet)  lYie 
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rales  to  be  observed  in  the  intereourse  and  commerce  they  desire 
to  establish  between  their  respective  ooantries,  his  majesty  and  the 
United  States  have  judged  that  the  said  end  cannot  be  better 
obtained  than  by  taking  the  most  perfect  equality  and  reciprocity 
for  the  basis  of  their  agreement. 

With  this  view  his  majesty  the  king  of  Prussia  has  nominated 
and  constituted  as  his  plenipotentiary,  the  baron  Frederick  William 
de  Thulemier,  his  privy  counsellor  of  embassy,  and  envoy  extraor- 
dinary, with  their  high  mightinesses  the  states  general  of  the  United 
Netherlands,  and  the  United  States,  have  on  their  part,  given  full 
powers  to  John  Adams,  esquire,  late  one  of  their  ministers  plenipo- 
tentiary for  negociating  a  peace,  heretofore  a  delegate  in  Congress 
from  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  and  chief  justice  of  the  same,  and 
now  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  with  his  Britannic 
majesty;  doctor  Benjamin  Franklin,  late  minister  plenipotentiary  at 
the  court  of  Versailles,  and  another  of  their  ministers  plenipoten- 
tiary for  negociating  a  peace;  and  Thomas  Jefferson,  heretofore  a 
delegate  in  Congress,  from  the  state  of  Virginia,  and  ffovemor  of 
the  said  state,  and  now  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States  at  the  court  of  his  most  christian  majesty,  which  respective 
plenipotentiaries,  after  having  exchanged  their  full  powers,  and  on 
mature  deliberation,  have  concluded,  settled  and  signed  the  fol- 
lowing articles. 

Art,  1.  There  shall  be  a  firm,  inviolable  and  universal  peace  and 
sincere  friendship  between  his  majesty  the  king  of  Prussia,  bis  heirs, 
successors  and  subjects,  on  the  one  part,  and  the  United  States  of 
America,  and  their  citieens  on  the  other,  without  exceptions  of 
persons  or  places. 

Art.  2.  The  subjects  of  his  majesty  the  king  of  Prussia,  may 
frequent  all  the  coasts  and  countries  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
and  reside  and  trade  there  in  all  sorts  of  produce,  manufactures  and 
merchandise ;  and  shall  pny  within  the  said  United  States  no  other 
or  greater  duties,  charges  or  fees  whatsoever  than  the  most  favored 
nations  are  or  shall  be  obliged  to  pay ;  and  they  shall  enjoy  all  the 
riffhts,  privileges  and  exemptions  in  navigation  and  commerce, 
which  the  most  favored  nation  does  or  shall  enjoy ;  submitting 
themselves,  nevertheless  to  the  laws  and  usages  there  established, 
and  to  which  are  submitted  the  citisens  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  citisens  and  subjects  of  the  most  favored  nations. 

Art  8.  In  like  manner  the  citieens  of  the  United  States  of 
America  may  frequent  all  the  coasts  and  countries  of  his  majesty 
the  king  of  .Prussia,  and  reside  and  trade  there  in  all  sorts  of  pro- 
duce, manufactures  and  merchandise,  and  shall  pay  in  the  dominiona 
of  his  said  majesty,  no  other  or  greater  duties,  charges  or  fees  what- 
soever, than  the  most  favored  nation  is  or  shall  be  obliged  to  pay ; 
and  they  shall  enjoy  all  the  rights,  privileges  and  exemptionB  in 
Davi^tion  and  commerce  which  the  most  fovored  nation  does  or 
sAaJJ  enjoys  submitting  themselves  nevotthelcM  to  the  laws  and 
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I  there  esteblishedy  and  to  which  are  sobmitted  the  inbjeotf  (rf 
hu  majestj  the  king  of  Pnuriai  and  the  aabjeett  and  eitiieiii  of  the 
■Oft  ^Tored  natioiis. 

Art  4.  More  eepeeially  each  partj  shall  have  a  right  to  carry 
their  own  produce,  manofactnrefl  and  merchandise,  in  their  own  or 
any  other  Tceeela  to  any  parts  of  the  dominions  of  the  other,  where 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  all  the  subjects  or  dtiieos  of  that  other,  freely 
to  purchase  them ;  and  thence  to  take  the  produce,  manuftKstures  and 
Berehandise  of  the  other,  whioh  ail  the  said  citiiens  or  subjects  shsll 
in  like  manner  be  free  to  sell  them,  paying  in  both  eases  such  duties, 
ehargea  and  lees  only,  as  are  or  shall  be  paid  by  the  most  ^vored 
natioD.  Nererdieless  the  king  of  Prussia  and  the  United  States, 
and  eaeb  of  them,  reserve  to  them^elTes  the  right  where  any  nation 
lestraina  the  transportation  of  merchandise  to  the  vessels  of  the 
country  of  which  it  is  the  growth  or  manufacture,  to  establish  affainst 
iueh  nation  retaliating  r^ulations;  and  also  the  right  to  pr&ibit, 
in  their  respective  countries,  the  importation  and  exportation  of  all 
merchandise  whatsoever,  when  reasons  of  state  shall  require  it.  In 
this  case  the  subjects  or  citiiens  of  either  of  the  contracting  parties 
shall  not  import  nor  export  the  merchandise  prohibited  by  the  other ; 
but  if  one  of  the  contracting  parties  permits  any  other  nation  to 
import  or  export  the  same  merchandise,  the  citiiens  or  subjects  of 
the  other  shall  immediatoly  enjoy  the  same  liberty. 

Art,  5.  The  merchants,  commanders  of  vessels,  or  other  subjects 
or  citiiens  of  cither  party,  shall  not,  within  the  ports  or  jurisdiction 
of  the  other  be  forced  to  unload  any  sort  of  merchandise  into  any 
other  vessels,  nor  to  receive  them  into  their  own,  nor  to  wait  for 
their  being  loaded  longer  than  they  please. 

Art.  6.  That  the  vessels  of  either  party  loading  within  the  ports 
or  jurisdiction  of  the  other,  may  not  be  uselessly  harassed  or  detained, 
it  is  agreed  that  all  examinations  of  goods  required  by  the  laws, 
shall  be  made  before  they  are  laden  on  board  the  vessel,  and  that 
there  shall  be  no  examination  after ;  nor  shall  the  vessel  be  searched 
at  any  time,  unless  articles  shall  have  been  laden  therein  clandes- 
tinely and  illegally,  in  which  case  the  person  by  whose  order  they 
were  carried  on  board,  or  who  carried  them  without  order,  shall  be 
liable  to  the  laws  of  the  land  in  which  he  is,  but  no  other  person 
diall  be  molested,  nor  shall  any  other  goods,  nor  the  vessel  be  seised 
or  detained  for  that  cause. 

Art,  7.  Each  party  shall  endeavour,  by  all  the  means  in  their 
power,  to  protect  and  defend  all  vessels  and  other  effects  belonging 
to  the  citiiens  or  subjects  of  the  other,  which  shall  be  within  the 
extent  of  their  jurisdiction,  by  sea  or  by  land ;  and  shall  use  all  their 
elforta  to  recover,  and  cause  to  be  restored  to  their  right  owners, 
their  veesels  and  effects  which  shall  be  taken  from  them  within  the 
extent  of  their  said  jurisdiction. 

ArL  8.  The  vessels  of  the  Bohjects  or  citiiens  of  eiiher  ^ttj^ 
'  aa  MDjrotma  behmpng  to  the  o^ei^  but  not  wUUng  to  wUt 
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iDto  por^  or  being  entered  into  port,  and  not  willing  to  unload  tbeir 
oargooB  or  break  balk,  shall  have  liberty  to  depart  and  to  paraue 
their  voyage  without  molestation  and  without  being  obliged  to  render 
aocount  of  their  oargo,  or  to  pay  any  dutieSi  charges  or  fees  whatso- 
ever, except  those  established  for  vessels  entered  into  port,  and 
appropriated  to  the  maintainanoe  of  the  port  itself,  or  of  other 
establishments  for  the  safety  and  oonvenience  of  navigators,  which 
duties,  charges  aud  fees  shall  be  the  same,  and  shall  be  paid  on  the 
same  footing  as  in  the  case  of  subjects  and  oitiiens  of  the  country 
where  they  are  established. 

Art,  9.  When  any  vessel  of  either  party  shall  be  wracked,  foun- 
dered, or  otherwise  damaged  on  the  coasts,  or  within  the  dominion 
of  the  other,  their  respective  subjects  or  oitiiens  shall  receive,  as 
well  for  themselves  as  for  their  vessels  and  effects,  the  same  assist- 
ance which  would  be  due  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  where 
the  damage  happens,  and  shall  pay  the  same  charges  and  dues  only 
as  the  said  inhabitants  would  be  subject  to  pay  in  a  like  case ;  and 
if  the  operations  of  repair  sliall  requiro  that  the  whole  or  any  part 
of  their  cargo  be  unladed,  they  shall  pay  no  duties,  chanes  or  fees 
on  tho  part  which  they  shall  relade  and  carry  away.  The  ancient 
and  barbarous  riffht  to  wrecks  of  the  sea  shall  be  entirely  abolished, 
with  respect  to  the  subjects  or  citiiens  of  the  two  contracting  parties. 

Art.  10.  Tho  citiaens  or  subjects  of  each  party  shall  have  power 
to  dispose  of  their  personal  goods  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  other, 
by  testament,  donation  or  otherwise;  and  their  rcprosentativea, 
being  subjects  or  citisens  of  the  other  party,  shall  succeed  to  their 
said  personal  goods,  whether  by  testament  or  ab  inUiiaiOf  and  may 
take  possession  thereof,  either  by  themselves  or  by  others  acting  for 
them,  and  dispose  of  the  same  at  their  will,  paying  such  dues  only 
as  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  wherein  the  said  goods  are,  shall 
be  subject  to  pay  in  like  oases ;  and  in  case  of  tho  absence  of  the 
representative,  such  care  shall  be  taken  of  the  said  goods,  and  for  so 
long  a  time  as  would  be  taken  of  the  goods  of  a  native  in  like  case, 
until  the  lawful  owner  may  take  measures  for  receiving  them.  And 
if  question  shall  arise  among  several  claimants,  to  which  of  them  the 
said  goods  belong,  the  same  shall  be  decided  finally  by  the  laws  and 
judges  of  the  land  wherein  the  said  goods  are.  And  where,  on  the 
death  of  any  person  holding  real  estate  within  the  territories  of  the 
one  party,  such  real  estate  would  by  the  laws  of  the  land  descend  on 
a  citizen  or  subject  of  the  other,  were  he  not  disqualified  by  alienage, 
such  subject  shall  be  allowed  a  reasonable  time  to  sell  the  same,  and 
to  withdraw  the  proceeds  without  molestation,  and  exempt  from  all 
rights  of  detraction  on  this  part  of  the  government  of  the  respective 
states.  But  this  article  shall  not  derogate  in  any  manner  from  the 
force  of  the  laws  alr^y  publbhed  or  hereafter  to  be  published,  by 
his  majesty  the  king  of  rmsaia,  to  prevent  the  emigration  of  his 
subjects, 
^y/  22s  The  moat  perboi  freedom  of  conscience  and  of  worship, 
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IB  granted  to  the  oitiieni  or  Babjeots  of  either  party,  withio  the 
janadiotion  of  the  other,  without  being  liable  to  molestation  in  that 
napeety  for  any  oaoae  other  than  an  insalt  on  the  religion  of  others. 
Moreorer  when  the  sabjeota  or  eitiiens  of  the  one  party,  ahall  die 
within  the  jnriadietion  of  the  other,  their  bodies  shall  be  buried  in 
the  naual  burying  grounds,  or  other  deeent  and  suitable  places,  and 
shall  be  protected  from  Tiolation  or  disturbance. 

Art.  12.  If  one  of  the  contracting  parties  should  be  engaged  in 
war  with  any  other  power,  the  free  interoourse  and  commerce  of  the 
subjects  or  oitiiena  of  the  party  remaining  neuter  with  the  belligerent 
powers,  shall  not  be  interrupted.  On  the  contrary,  in  that  case  as 
in  foil  peace,  the  Teasels  of  the  neutral  party  may  na?igate  freely  to 
and  from  the  ports  and  on  the  coasts  of  the  belligerent  parties,  free 
▼easels  making  free  goods,  insomuch  that  all  thinga  shall  be  adjudged 
free  which  shall  be  on  board  any  vessel  belonging  to  the  neutral 
party,  although  such  things  belong  to  an  enemy  of  the  other ;  and 
the  same  freedom  shall  be  extended  to  persons  who  shall  be  on  board 
a  free  vessel,  although  they  should  be  enemies  to  the  other  party, 
unless  they  be  soldiers  in  actual  service  of  such  enemy. 

Art.  13.  And  in  the  same  case  of  one  of  the  contracting  parties 
being  engaged  in  war  with  any  other  power,  to  prevent  all  the  diffi- 
ealties  and  misunderstandings  that  usually  arise  respecting  the  mer- 
chandise heretofore  called  contraband,  such  as  arms,  ammunition  and 
military  stores  of  every  kind,  no  snob  articles  carried  in  the  vesseln, 
or  by  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  one  of  the  parties  to  the  enemies  of 
the  other,  shall  be  deemed  contraband,  so  as  to  induce  confinoation 
or  condemnation  and  a  loaa  of  property  to  individuala.  .Nevertheleaa 
it  ahall  be  lawfuU  to  atop  auch  vessels  and  articles,  and  to  detain 
them  for  such  length  of  time  as  the  captors  may  think  necessary  to 
prevent  the  inconvenience  or  damage  that  might  ensue  from  their 
proceeding,  payins  however  a  reasonable  compensation  for  the  loss 
such  an  arrest  shdl  ocoaaion  to  the  proprietors :  And  it  ahall  further 
be  allowed  to  uae  in  the  service  of  the  captora,  the  whole  or  any 
part  of  the  military  atorea  ao  detained,  paying  the  ownera  the  full 
value  of  the  aame,  to  be  ascertained  by  the  current  price  at  the 
place  of  its  destination.  But  in  the  case  supposed,  of  a  vessel 
stopped  for  articlea  heretofore  deemed  contraband,  if  the  maater  of 
the  veaael  atopped  will  deliver  out  the  gooda  aupposed  to  be  of  a 
contraband  nature,  he  ahall  be  admitted  to  do  it,  and  the  vessel 
ahall  not  in  that  case  be  carried  into  any  port,  nor  further  detained, 
but  shall  be  allowed  to  proceed  on  her  voyage. 

Art,  14.  And  in  the  same  case  where  one  of  the  parties  is  engaged 
in  war  with  another  power,  that  the  veaacls  of  the  neutral  party  may 
be  readily  and  certainly  known,  it  is  agreed,  that  they  shall  bo 
provided  with  sea  Icttera,  or  paaaports,  which  shall  exproaa  the  name, 
the  property  and  burthen  of  the  vessel,  as  also  the  name  and 
dwelling  of  the  maater,  which  paasports  shall  be  made  out  in  good 
and  due  forma  (to  be  geUled  by  contentions  between  ihe  \iiiT\\e% 
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whenever  occasion  shall  reqaire)  shall  be  renewed  as  often  as  the 
vessel  shall  return  into  port;  and  shall  be  exhibited  whensoever 
required,  as  well  in  the  open  sea  as  in  port.  Bat  if  the  said  vessel 
be  under  oonvoy  of  one  or  more  vessels  of  war,  belonging  to  the 
neutral  party,  the  simple  declaration  of  the  officer  commanding  the 
eonvoj,  that  the  said  vessel  belongs  to  the  party  of  which  he  is,  shall 
be  considered  as  establishing  the  fact,  and  shall  relieve  both  parties 
from  the  trouble  of  farther  examination. 

Art.  15.  And  to  prevent  entirely  all  disorder  and  violence  in  snoh 
oases,  it  is  stipulated,  that  when  the  vessels  of  the  neutral  party, 
sailing  without  convoy,  shall  be  met  by  any  vessel  of  war,  public  or 
private,  of  the  other  party,  such  vessel  of  war  shall  not  approach 
within  cannon  shot  of  the  said  neutral  vessel,  nor  send  more  than 
two  or  three  men  in  their  boat  on  board  the  same,  to  examine  her 
sea-letters  or  passports.  And  all  persons  belonging  to  any  vessel 
of  war,  public  or  private,  who  shall  molest,  or  injure,  in  any  manner 
whatever,  the  people,  vessels  or  effects  of  the  other  party,  shall  be 
responsible  in  their  persons  and  property  for  damages  and  interest, 
sufficient  security  for  which  shall  be  given  by  all  oommandera  of 
private  armed  vessels  before  they  are  commissioned. 

Art  16.  It  is  agreed  that  the  subjects  or  citisens  of  each  of  the 
contracting  parties,  their  vessels  and  effects,  shall  not  be  liable  to 
any  embargo  or  detention  on  the  part  of  the  other,  for  any  military 
expedition,  or  other  public  or  private  purpose  whatsoever.  And  in 
all  cases  of  seizure,  detention  or  arrest,  for  debts  contracted  or 
offences  committed  by  any  citizen  or  subject  of  the  one  party,  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  other,  the  same  shall  be  made  and  prosecuted 
by  order  and  authority  of  law  only,  and  according  to  the  regular 
course  of  proceedings  usual  in  such  cases. 

Art.  17.  If  any  vessel  or  effects  of  the  neutral  power  be  taken  by 
an  enemy  of  the  other,  or  by  a  pirate,  and  retaken  by  that  other, 
they  shall  be  brought  into  some  port  of  one  of  the  parties,  and 
delivered  into  the  custody  of  the  officers  of  that  port,  in  order  to  be 
restored  entire  to  the  true  proprietor  as  soon  as  due  proof  shall  be 
made  conoeminff  the  property  thereof. 

Art.  18.  If  the  citizens  or  subjects  of  either  party,  in  danger  from 
tempests,  pirates,  enemies  or  other  accident,  shall  take  refuge  with 
their  vessels  or  effects,  within  the  harbours  or  jurisdiction  of  the 
other,  they  shall  be  received  protected  and  treated  with  humanity 
and  kindness,  and  shall  be  permitted  to  furnish  themselves,  at 
reasonable  prices,  with  all  refreshments,  provisions  and  other  things 
necessary  for  their  sustenance,  health  and  accommodation,  and  for 
the  repair  of  their  vessels. 

Art.  19.  The  vessels  of  war,  public  and  private,  of  both  parties, 

shall  carry  frsely  wheresoever  they  please,  the  vessels  and  effects  taken 

from  their  enemies,  with9ut  being  obliged  to  pay  any  duties,  charges 

or  fees  to  officers  of  admiralty,  of  the  customs  or  any  others,  nor 

mAs/J  such  priaoa  be  arrested,  searched  or  put  under  le^l  process 
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vhen  thej  oome  to,  and  enter  the  ports  of  the  other  party,  but  naj 
fne]y  be  carried  out  again  at  any  time  by  their  captors  to  the  places 
expressed  in  their  coiDmisRionSy  wJiich  the  coinmaDding  officer  of 
sacb  vessels  shall  be  obliged  to  shew.  Bat  no  vessel  which  shall 
btve  made  prises  on  the  subjects  of  his  most  christian  majesty  the 
king  of  France,  shall  have  a  right  of  asylam  in  the  ports  or  havens 
of  the  said  United  States;  and  if  any  such  be  forced  therein  by 
tempest  or  dangers  of  the  sea,  they  shall  be  obliged  to  depart  as 
mwa  as  possible,  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  treaties  existing 
betveen  his  said  most  christian  majesty  and  the  said  United  States. 

Art.  20.  No  citinn  or  subject  of  either  of  the  contracting  parties 
shall  take  from  any  power  with  which  the  other  may  be  at  war,  any 
commission  or  letter  of  marqae  for  arming  any  vessel  to  act  as  a 
privateer  against  the  other,  on  pain  of  being  panished  as  a  pirate ; 
nor  shall  either  party  hire,  lend,  or  give  any  part  of  their  naval  or 
military  force  to  the  enemy  of  the  other,  to  aid  them  offensively  or 
defensively  against  that  O'her. 

Art.  21  If  the  two  contracting  parties  should  be  engaged  in  war 
•CEainst  a  common  enemy,  the  following  points  shall  be  observed 
between  them. 

1st.  If  a  vessel  of  one  of  the  parties,  retaken  by  a  privateer  of  the 
other,  shall  not  have  been  in  possession  of  the  enemy  more  than 
twenty-four  hours,  she  shall  be  restored  to  the  first  owner  for  one 
third  of  the  value  of  the  vessel  and  cargo;  but  if  she  shall  have  been 
more  than  twenty-four  hours  in  possession  of  the  enemy,  she  shall 
belong  wholly  to  the  recaptor.  2d.  If  in  the  same  case  the  recapture 
were  by  a  public  vessel  of  war  of  the  one  party,  restitution  shall  be 
made  to  the  owner  for  one  thirtieth  part  of  the  value  of  the  vessel 
and  cargo,  if  she  shall  not  have  been  in  the  possession  of  the  enemy 
more  than  twenty-four  hours,  and  one  tenth  of  the  said  value  where 
nhe  shall  have  been  longer,  which  sums  shall  bo  distributed  in 
gratuities  to  the  reoaptors.  3d.  The  restitution  in  the  cases  aforo- 
laid,  shall  be  after  due  proof  of  property,  and  surety  given  for  tho 
part  to  which  the  receptors  are  entitled.  4th.  The  vessels  of  war, 
public  and  private,  of  the  two  parties,  shall  be  reciprocally  admitted 
with  their  prises  into  tbe  respective  ports  of  each:  but  the  said 
prises  shall  not  be  discharged  nor  sold  there,  until  their  legality 
shall  have  been  decided  according  to  the  laws  and  regulations  of  the 
states  to  which  the  captor  belongs,  but  by  the  judicatures  of  the 
place  into  which  the  price  shall  have  been  conducted.  5th.  It  shall 
he  free  to  each  party  to  make  such  regulations  as  they  shall  judge 
necessary  for  the  conduct  of  their  respective  vessels  of  war,  public 
and  private,  relative  to  the  vessels  which  they  shall  take  and  carry 
into  the  ports  of  the  two  parties. 

Art,  22.  Where  the  parties  shall  have  a  common  enemy,  or  shall 
both  be  nentral,  the  vessels  of  war  of  each  shall  upon  all  oocasiona 
take  under  their  protection  the  vessels  of  the  other  going  l\\e  Mkm^ 
conne,MDd  mAm/J  de^J  aaoh  vessel  as  long  as  they  hold  the  aamQ 
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eenraei  againrt  all  force  and  violenoe,  in  the  same  manner  as  they 
ought  to  protect  and  defend  Teasela  belonging  to  the  party  of  which 
they  are. 

Art.  28.  If  war  should  arise  between  the  two  contracting  parties, 
themerchants  of  either  country,  then  residing  in  the  other,  shall  be 
allowed  to  remain  nine  months  to  collect  their  debts  and  settle  their 
affairs,  and  may  depart  fieeljj  carrying  off  all  their  effects,  without 
molestation  or  hindrance :  And  all  women  and  children,  scholars  of 
every  faculty,  cultivators  of  the  earth,  artisans,  mannfiicturers  and 
fishermen  unarmed  and  inhabiting  unfortified  towns,  villages  or  places, 
and  in  general  all  others  whose  occupations  are  for  the  common 
subsistence  and  benefit  of  mankind,  shall  be  allowed  to  continue  their 
respective  employments,  and  shall  not  be  molested  in  their  perrons, 
nor  shall  their  houses  or  goods  be  burnt,  or  otherwise  destroyed,  nor 
their  fields  wasted  by  the  armed  force  of  the  enemy,  into  wboee 
power  by  the  events  of  war  they  may  happen  to  fidi ;  but  if  any 
thing  is  necessary  to  be  taken  from  them  for  the  use  of  such  armed 
force,  the  same  shall  be  paid  for  at  a  reasonable  price.  And  all 
merchant  and  trading  vessels  employed  in  exchanging  the  products 
of  different  places,  and  thereby  rendering  the  necessaries,  conve- 
niences and  comforts  of  human  life  more  easy  to  be  obtained,  and 
more  general,  shall  be  allowed  to  pass  free  and  unmolested,  and 
neither  of  the  contracting  powers  shall  grant  or  issue  any  commis- 
sion to  any  private  armed  vessels  empowering  them  to  take  or  destroy 
such  trading  vessels,  or  interrupt  such  commerce. 

Art.  24.  And  to  prevent  the  destruction  of  prisoners  of  war,  by 
sending  them  into  distant  and  inclement  countries,  or  by  cronding 
thm  into  dose  and  noiions  places,  the  two  contracting  parties 
solemnly  pledge  themselves  to  each  other  and  to  the  world,  that  they 
will  not  adopt  any  such  practice ;  that  neither  will  send  the  prisoners 
whom  they  may  take  fix)m  the  other  into  the  East  Indies,  or  any 
other  parts  of  Asia  or  Africa,  but  that  they  shall  be  placed  in  some 
part  of  their  dominions  in  Europe  or  America,  in  wholesome  situa- 
tions, that  they  shall  not  be  confined  in  dungeons,  prison-ships,  nor 
prisons,  nor  be  put  into  irons,  nor  bound,  nor  otherwise  restrained 
m  the  use  of  their  limbs ;  that  the  officers  shall  be  enlarged  on  their 
paroles  within  convenient  districts,  and  have  comfortable  quartersi 
and  the  common  men  be  disposed  in  cantonments,  open  and  exten- 
sive enough  for  air  and  exercise,  and  lodged  in  barracks  as  roomy 
and  good  as  are  provided  by  the  party  in  whose  power  they  are  for 
their  own  troops ;  that  the  officers  shall  also  be  daily  furnished  by 
the  party  in  wnose  power  they  are,  with  as  many  rations,  and  of  the 
same  articles  and  quality,  as  are  allowed  by  them,  either  in  kind  or 
by  commutation,  to  officers  of  eaual  rank  in  their  own  army ;  and 
all  others  shall  be  daily  furnished  by  them  with  such  ration  as  they 
allow  to  a  common  soldier  in  their  own  service ;  the  value  whereof 
shall  be  paid  by  the  other  party  on  a  mutual  adjustment  of  accounts 
/br  the  satmiaUBoe  ofprlnonen  at  the  close  of  the  war ;  and  the  said 
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accounts  dball  Dot  be  miDgled  with,  or  sett  ofF  against  any  other,  nor 
the  balances  due  on  them,  be  withheld  as  a  satisfkotion  or  reprisal 
for  anj  other  article,  or  for  any  other  cause,  real  or  pretended, 
whatever;  that  each  party  shall  be  allowed  to  keep  a  commissary  of 
prisoners  of  their  own  appointment,  with  every  separate  cantonment 
of  prisoners  in  possession  of  the  other,  which  commissary  shall  see 
the  prisoners  as  often  as  hfi(  pleases,  shall  be  allowed  to  receive  and 
distribute  whatever  comforts  may  bo  sent  to  them  by  their  friends, 
and  shall  be  free  to  make  his  reports  in  open  letters  to  those  who 
employ  him  ;  but  if  any  officer  shall  break  his  parole,  or  any  other 
prisoner  shall  escape  from  the  limits  of  his  cantonment,  after  they 
bball  have  been  designated  to  him,  such  individual  officer  or  other 
prisoner,  shall  forfeit  so  much  of  the  benefit  of  this  article  as  pro- 
vides for  his  enlargement  on  parole  or  cuntonement.  And  it  is 
declared,  that  neither  the  pretence  that  war  dissolves  all  treaties, 
nor  any  other  pretence  whatever,  shall  be  considered  as  annulling  or 
suspending  this  and  the  next  preceding  article,  but  on  the  contrary, 
that  the  state  of  war  is  precisely  that  for  which  they  are  provided, 
aud  during  which  they  are  to  be  us  sacredly  obHcrved  as  the  most 
ackuowledged  articles  in  the  law  of  nature  or  nations. 

Ari.  2b,  The  two  contracting  parties  grant  to  each  other  the 
liberty  of  having  each  in  the  ports  of  the  otber,  consuls,  vice-consuls, 
a;:euts  and  commissaries  of  their  own  appointment,  whose  functions 
shall  be  regulated  by  particular  agreement  whenever  each  party  shall 
chuse  to  make  such  appointment;  but  it'  any  such  consuls  shall  cx- 
erci'*e  commerce,  they  shall  be  submitted  to  the  same  laws  and  usages 
to  whicb  the  private  individuals  of  their  nation  are  submitted  in  the 
bame  place. 

Art.  2ij.  If  either  party  shall  hereafter  grant  to  any  other  nation, 
any  particular  favour  in  navigation  or  commerce,  it  shall  immediately 
become  common  to  the  other  party,  freely,  where  it  is  freely  granted 
to  such  other  nation,  or  on  yielding  the  compensation  where  such 
nation  does  the  same. 

Art.  27.  His  majesty  the  King  of  Prussia,  and  the  United  States 
of  America,  agree  that  this  treaty  shall  be  in  force  during  the  term 
of  ten  years  from  the  exchange  of  ratifications,  and  if  the  expiration 
of  that  term  should  happen  during  the  course  of  a  war  between  them, 
tben  the  articles  before  provided  for  the  regulation  of  their  conduct 
during  such  a  war,  shall  continue  in  force  until  the  conclusion  of  the 
treaty  which  shall  re-establish  peace ;  and  that  this  treaty  shall  be 
ratified  on  both  sides,  and  tbe  ratifications  exchanged  within  one 
year  from  tho  day  of  its  signature. 

In  teatimony  whereof,  the  plenipotentiaries  before  mentioned, 
have  hereto  subscribed  their  names  and  affixed  their  seals,  at  the 


14  PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVK8  1786. 

places  of  their  respeotiTe  reeideneo,  ind  at  the  date  ezpreaaed  under 
their  aeTeral  signatum. 

F.  G.  DE  TBULEMEIR, 
k  la  Hage  )e  10  Septembie^  1785. 

[L.  8.]  [l.  8.]  [i*.  8.] 

THO.  JEFFERSON,  B.  FRANKLIN,  JOHN  ADAMS, 

Paris,  July  28,  Passj,  July  9,  London,  Aug.  5, 
1785.                        1785.  1785. 

NOW  KNOW  YE,  That  we,  the  Said  United  Sutes  in  Congreas 
aasenibled,  having  considered  and  approved,  do  hereby  ratify  and 
confirm  the  said  treaty,  and  every  article  and  clause  therein  contained. 

Id  testimony  whereof,  we  have  caused  our  seal  to  be  hereunto 
affixed.  Witness  the  Hon.  Nathaniel  Gorham,  our  chairman  in  the 
absence  of  His  Excellency  John  Hancock,  our  president,  the  seven- 
teenth day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  cighty-siz,  and  of  our  independence  and  sovereignty, 
the  tenth. 

CHA8.  THOMSON, 

Secretary. 

pRES.  Fbanklin  to  John  Franklin,  &g.,  of  Wtomino, 

1786. 

In  Council,  Philad*,  June  11, 1786. 

Gentlemen, 

1  received  in  its  time  your  Letter  of  the  25th  of  February  last, 
written  in  behalf  of  the  People  settled  at  Wyoming,  and  requesting 
a  Protection  of  Government  for  an  Agent  who  might  be  sent  hither, 
to  explain  your  Grievances,  &c.  The  Request  appear'd  to  "Us  to  be 
reasonable,  and  such  a  Protection  would  have  been  immediately  sent, 
but  that  we  were  told  the  Gentleman  who  brought  your  Letter, 
Captain  Schot,  being  in  Town,  and  well  aoquainted  with  your 
Affairs,  the  giving  him  a  Hearing  might  possibly  answer  your  pur- 
pose as  well,  and  spare  you  the  Expence  ft  Trouble  of  sending  a 
special  Agent.  He  was  accordingly -heard  before  the  Council,  and 
bad  an  opportunity  of  conversing  separately  with  several  of  the 
Members  as  well  as  with  the  Members  of  Assembly,  and  save  so 
clear  and  so  affecting  an  Account  of  the  situation  of  your  People, 
their  present  Disposition,  and  former  Sufferings,  as  endin'd  the 
Government  in  general  to  show  them  every  kind  of  reasonable 
Favour.  The  Assembly  accordingly  took  the  necessary  previous 
steps  for  a  Compliance  with  your  Request  respecting  a  separate 
County  which  will  probably  be  compleated  at  their  next  Session. 
But  as  there  may  be  other  Matters  necessary  to  be  oonsider'd  and 
djscaas^dj  in  order  to  establish  solid  and  lasting  Quiet|  the  Council 
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have  mnee  jndgedr  that  it  might  still  be  useful  if  your  first  Proposal 
of  seDding  an  Ageut  hither  were  agreed  to,  and  if  odo  or  more  ohosen 
k  appointed  by  the  People  should  accordingly  be  here  about  the 
beginning  of  the  Session,  which  was  fizt  for  the  22d  of  August  next. 
Tou  may  therefore  now  acauaint  the  Settlers,  that  upon  Information 
of  such  Appointment,  a  Passport  or  Safe  Conduct  under  the  great 
Seal,  for  the  Person  or  Persans  so  appointed  shall  be  sent  to  you, 
giving  him  or  them  perfect  security  in  coming,  residing  here,  and 
returning,  from  all  Arrests  or  suits  of  any  kind,  and  full  Freedom  k 
Protection  from  every  Hindrance,  Restraint  or  Molestation  whatso- 
ever. 

Be  assured,  Gentlemen,  that  it  will  be  a  great  Pleasure  to  the 
whole  Council,  as  well  as  to  myself  in  particular,  if  we  can  be  instru- 
mental by  just  A  reasonable  Measures,  in  promoting  the  Happiness 
of  so  great^a  Body  of  our  People  as  the  Settlers  at  Wyoming  consist 
of. 

I  am^  Gentlemen, 

Your  Friend  and  humble  Serv*. 

B.  FRANKLIN,*  President. 
Directed^ 

Messrs.  John  Franklin,  Wm.  Hooker  Smith  &  John  Jenkins. 


Report  of  Board  of  Treasury  to  Congress,  1786. 

Board  of  Treasury,  June  22, 1786. 
Sir, 

We  do  ourselves  the  honour  of  submitting,  through  your  Excel- 
lenoy,  to  the  oonsideraUon  of  Congress,  the  report  of  this  Board  on 
the  requisition  of  the  present  year.  From  this,  Congress  will 
observe^  that  the  sum  of  2,170,337  dollars  is  necessary  to  be  raised 
by  this  requisition  in  actual  specie,  out  of  which  no  less  a  sum  than 
1,724,426  dollars  are  due  on  the  foreign  debt 

If  it  be  asked,  what  expectations  there  are  that  the  several  states 
will  raise,  by  the  ordinair  mode  of  requisition,  the  sums  required 
by  the  proposed  report,  the  answer  obviously  is,  That  no  reasonable 
liope  of  this  nature  can  possibly  exist ;  for,  exclusive  of  the  sum 
last  mentioned,  almost  the  whde  of  the  specie  required  by  the 
nquisition  of  the  27th  September  last,  which  amounted  to  one 
million  of  dollars,  is  still  unpaid,  though  the  period  of  payment 
was  fixed  for  the  1st  of  May  last;  together  with  a  specie  balance  due  on 
the  requisition  of  the  27th  of  April,  1784,  of  about  one  million  of 
dollan  I  so  that  the  actual  sum  which  ought  to  be  paid  by  the 
several  states,  into  the  public  treasury,  before  the  fir^  of  January 
next,  is  at  least  3,700,000  dollars. 

-    *8e$Ca.  Bee.,  Vei.  XV.,  p.  85,  86. 
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In  examining  the  measures  whicii  have  bee«  adopted  by  the 
several  states  for  oarrjing  into  execution  the  last  requsition,  we  find 
that, 

New-Hampshire  did,  on  the  20th  of  February  last,  pass  an  act 
for  raising  and  paying  into  the  general  treasury,  on  or  before  the 
first  day  of  May  next,  the  sum  of  35,000  dollars,  being  the  speoie 
proportion  of  that  state's  quota  on  the  requisition  of  the  27th  Sep- 
tember last;  but  no  provision  is  made  by  the  said  law  for  furnishing 
her  proportion  of  indents  of  interest. 

That  Massachusetts  did,  on  the  23d  March,  1786,  pass  an  act 
for  complying  with  the  requisition  of  Congress  of  the  27th  September 
last,  expecting  that  the  proportion  to  be  paid  in  speoie,  is  not  re- 

Suired  to  be  paid  into  the  general  treasury,  before  the  first  day  of 
anuary,  1787. 

That  Rhode-Island  did,  in  the  month  of  October  last,  pass  an  aet 
in  compliance  with  the  requisition  of  the  27th  September  last. 

That  Connecticut  has  not,  to   the  knowledge  of  this   board, 
passed  any  act  in  compliance  with  the  said  requisition. 

That  New-York  has,  by  their  act  of  the  20th  April,  1786,  direct- 
ed their  treasurer  to  pay  into  the  general  treasury,  on  or  before  the 
first  of  May  next,  the  sum  of  85,495  dollars,  being  their  speoie 
proportion  of  the  last  requisition,  and  the  balance  of  one  hundred 
and  seventy  thousand  nine  hundred  and  ninety  dollars  60-90 ths  in 
indents  of  interest,  on  or  before  the  first  of  January  next;  but  it 
does  not  appear  by  the  said  act,  that  any  funds  are  specified,  or  tax 
laid,  for  produciog  the  sums  above  mentioned. 

That  the  state  of  New-Jersey  has  not  passed  any  act  in  pursuance 
of  the  requisition  of  the  27th  September  last. 

That  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  has,  by  their  act  of  the  8th  March, 
1786,  directed  their  treasurer  to  pay,  to  the  order  of  the  United 
States,  such  a  sum  in  specie,  as,  together  with  the  sums  paid  on 
account  of  the  requisition  of  the  27th  and  28th  of  April,  1784,  and 
27th  September,  1785,  would  make  the  sum  of  557,091  dollars  in 
specie,  and  the  further  sum  of  593,684  dollars  in  receipts,  or  cer- 
tificates of  interest }  but  it  is  to  be  observed,  that  the  sum  directed 
to  be  paid  by  discounts  in  interest,  is  86,vi57  dollars  more  than  the 
state  has  a  right  to  avail  itself  of  on  the  requisitions  of  the  4th  Sep- 
tember, 1782,  27th  April,  1784.  and  27th  September,  1785;  and 
that  the  amount  directed  to  be  paid  is  short  (by  the  above  men- 
tioned overplus  in  indents  of  interest^  of  the  actual  sum  in  speoie 
required  of  that  state,  by  the  requisitions  of  the  27th  and  28th 
April,  1784,  and  27th  September,  1785. 

That  the  state  of  Delaware,  has  not,  to  the  knowledge  of  this 
board,  passed  any  act  in  pursuance  of  the  last  requisition. 

Tbnt  the  state  of  Maryland  did,  nt  tbeir  last  sessions,  pasa  an  act 
providing  for  the  payment  of  the  sum  of  94,850  dollars  in  speoie, 
(being  the  proportion  of  tbe  specie  required  of  that  state  by  the 
requiaitioD  of  tbe  27th  September  last,)  but  it  does  not  appear  that 
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nj  provision  kas  been  made  by  ibe  said  state  for  the  payment  of 
the  iodeDta  of  intereHt  required  by  the  said  requisition. 

That  the  state  of  Virginia  did,  on  the  2l8t  of  January  last,  pass 
to  act  in  foil  compliance  with  the  last  requisition. 

That  the  state  of  North-Carolina  has  not,  to  the  knowledge  of 
tfais  board,  passed  any  act  in  compliance  with  the  requisition  of  the 
2!7(b  September  last.  By  an  extract  of  an  act  of  the  legislature  of 
the  said  state,  passed  on  the  29th  December  last,  and  transmitted 
to  thiti  board  by  his  Excellency  Governor  Caswell,  it  appears,  that 
the  said  state  has  directed  1400  hogsheads  of.  tobacco  to  be  par- 
chased  in  the  present  year ;  the  proceeds  of  which  are  to  be  paid 
into  the  general  treasury  on  account  of  that  state's  quota  of  the 
debts  of  the  United  States ;  but  it  is  not  expressed  by  the  said  aot 
for  what  requisition  this  provision  is  intended.  The  monies  arising 
from  the  sale  of  this  tolMicco,  and  paid  into  the  general  treasury, 
will  of  course  be  passed  to  the  credit  of  the  state  of  North-Carolina, 
on  the  requisition  of  the  27th  and  28th  April,  1784,  on  which  no 
payment  appears  to  have  been  made. 

That  the  state  of  South-Carolina  has  credit  in  the  treasury  books 
for  the  sum  of  41*^,514  dollars,  which  exceeds  by  85,916  dollars 
the  sams  required  of  that  state  to  complete  her  quota  of  the  rcqui- 
sitinns  of  the  27th  and  28th  April,  1784,  and  27th  of  September, 
1785. 

That  the  state  of  Georgia  did,  on  the  18th  of  February  last,  pass 
ID  act  directing  their  treasurer  to  pay  into  the  general  treasury,  the 
quotas  assigned  to  that  state  by  the  resolves  of  the  4th  September, 
1782,  27th  and  2dth  April,  1784,  and  27 ih  September,  1785;  but 
as  the  said  laws  refer  to  a  revenue  act,  (of  which  a  copy  has  not 
been  transmitted,)  the  board  cannot  determine  how  far  the  compli- 
iDce  of  the  said  state  will  be  operative. 

From  the  above  statement  it  appears,  that  seven  states,  namely, 
New-Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Rhode-Island,  New-York,  Mary- 
land, Virginia  &  Georgia,  have  passed  acta  directing  the  payment  of 
the  full  sums  in  specie  required  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  27th 
September,  1785 ;  for  although  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  has,  by 
their  aot  above  mentioned,  directed  a  certain  sum  in  specie  to  be 
paid  into  the  general  treasury,  on  aooonnt  of  the  requisitions  for  the 
jears  1784,  and  1785,  the  sum  specified  in  the  aot  for  this  purpose, 
&lls  short  by  86,657  dollars  (as  has  been  before  observed)  of  the 
nm  neoeasary  to  complete  the  requisition  of  the  27th  September 
laat. 

That  six  states,  namely,  Massachusetts,  Rhode-Island,  New-Tork, 
YirginiA  and  Georgia,  have  directed  the  whole  payment  of  the  sum 
called  for  by  the  last  requisition. 

That  four  states,  namely,  Connecticut,  New-Jersey,  Delaware  and 
North-Carolina,  have  passed  no  acta  (so  far  as  the  information  of 
this  board  extends)  in  compliance  with  the  same. 

That  from  the  state  of  Soutb-CMTohnAf  (thongli  like  IB  c^uoWft. 
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10  the  last  requisition)  from  the  facta  stated  in  the  former  part  of 
this  letter,  no  payment  can  be  expected. 

As  to  the  efficacy  of  the  funds  which  the  different  states  rely 
on  for  enabling  them  to  furnish  their  respective  quotas,  it  ia  im- 
possible for  this  board  to  form  an  adequate  Judgment 

In  the  act  of  the  state  of  New-Hampshire,  the  specie  directed  to 
be  raised,  is  to  be  assessed  and  levied  on  the  polls  and  ratable 
estates  within  that  state,  agreeably  to  the  last  proportion  of  taxes 
for  the  several  towns  and  places ;  but  as  this  board  are  not  in  pos- 
session of  the  law  referred  to,  so  as  to  ascertain  at  what  rate  the 
polls  and  real  property  are  rated,  and  whether  those  funds  are  bnr- 
thened  with  any  other  engagements,  it  is  impoanble  to  determine 
what  can  be  expected  from  the  provision  made  by  the  act  of  that 
state.  If  the  funds  are  the  same  that  have  been  relied  on  for  the 
paying  of  that  state's  quota  of  the  requisition  of  the  27th  and  28th 
April,  1784,  experience  demonstrates  that  no  dependence  can  be 
placed  on  their  efficacy:  For,  by  the  abstract,  No.  1.  herewith 
transmitted,  it  appears  that  the  state  of  New-Hampshire  owes,  on 
the  requisition  of  1784,  the  sum  of  179,119.  82-«0ths  dollars. 

By  the  act  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  it  appears,  that  they 
have  assessed  on  the  different  counties  of  that  state  the  sum  of 
£300,439  1  3  lawful  money  of  that  sUte,  out  of  which  the  sum  of 
£145,665,  equal  to  485,550  dollars,  (the  specie  quota  of  that  state,) 
is  to  be  paid  into  the  general  treasuify,  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of 
January  next. 

For  the  support  of  the  civil  government  is  to  be 
deducted  from  the  whole  sum,       ...  £25,784     1  8 

For  the  payment  of  the  interest  on  their  state 
debt, 29,000    0  0 

For  redeeming  army  notes,  payable  1784, 1785, 
and  1786, 100,000    0  0 

For  replacing  sums  drawn  out  of  the  treasury 
for  the  support  of  the  members  of  assembly,  IjlOl  18  0 

It  does  not  appear  by  this  act,  that  any  preference  in  payment  is 
to  be  given  to  the  requisition  of  Congress,  and  of  course  aa  more  than 
one  moiety  of  the  whole  sum  proposed  to  be  raised  for  state  par- 
poses,  in  which  the  support  of  the  government,  and  the  particular 
interest  of  their  citisens  is  concemMl,  it  may  be  inferred  (from  the 
general  conduct  of  the  several  states)  that  the  first  monies  coUeoted 
under  the  act,  will  be  appropriated  for  the  objects  last  mentioned  : 
Of  course  the  specie  payments  of  the  requisition  of  Congres  will 
be  procrastinated,  and  any  deficiency,  in  the  general  tax,  wiU  fiUl  on 
that  sum  which  is  appropriated  for  federal  purposes. 

From  the  state  of  Rhode-Island,  no  payment  in  specie  can  be  ex- 
pected on  the  requisition  of  the  27th  September  last  The  whole 
amount  of  the  specie  quota  on  this  act,  is  25,545  dollars  ;  against 
which  they  are  aatborisedf  by  the  resolve  of  Cong^ress  of  the  lOth 
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Febnuryi  1785|  to  set  off  the  balances  due  to  the  eontraoton  for  ox 
teams  in  the  seirice  of  the  United  States,  for  the  jear  1781 ;  and 
(JD  oommon  with  other  states)  the  amount  of  their  liquidated  pay- 
ments to  invalids,  in  pursuance  of  the  ordinance  of  Congress  of  Ihe 
l\h  June,  1785,  which  pajmenta  will  in  all  probability  absorb  the 
specie  sum  on  the  last  assessment 

Connecticut  having  passed  no  act  in  compliance  with  the  last  re- 
quisition, nothing  can  be  expected  from  her. 

By  the  act  of  the  state  of  New- York,  though  the  treasurer  of  the 
itite  is  directed  to  pay  in  the  full  proportion  of  that  state's  quota  on 
tlie  last  requisition,  at  the  periods  therein  specified,  no  funds  appear 
by  the  said  law  to  be  provided  for  effecting  this  object.  By  a  law 
enacted  in  the  last  sessions  of  the  legislature  of  that  state,  a  paper 
enrrency  is  made  receiveable  in  jAl  taxes  whatsoever,  from  the  first 
of  May  last.  From  this  circumstance,  and  the  correspondence 
which  haa  passed  on  this  subject,  betwixt  this  board  and  the  trea- 
nrer  of  the  state,  (copies  of  which  are  herewith  transmitted,)  little 
dependence  can  be  placed  in  receiving,  in  the  course  of  the  present 
jear,  the  full  specie  proportion  of  the  quota  of  that  state. 

Jersey  being  in  the  same  situation  with  Connecticut,  nothing  can 
be  expected  from  that  state. 

From  Pennsylvania  no  further  payments  in  specie  can  be  expect- 
ed, on  account  of  the  last  requisition,  till  a  difference  betwixt  a  state- 
ment made  by  the  comptroller  of  that  state  and  the  treasury  of  the 
United  States,  of  payments  made  on  former  requisitions,  is  decided 
OD  the  principles  of  the  statement  last  mentioned.  A  copy  of 
the  comptroller's  statement.  No.  2,  and  the  remarks  on  it  of  this 
board.  No.  3,  will  explain  the  reason  of  difference  in  the  two  state- 
ments. 

From  Delaware  nothing  is  'to  be  expected,  for  the  reasons  which 
have  been  applied  to  Connecticut  and  New-Jersey. 

From  Maryland,  as  the  funds  apart  for  paying  the  specie  quota 
of  the  last  requisition  appear  more  definite  and  substantial,  than  the 
provision  made  by  the  acts  we  have  before  observed  on,  there  is  reason 
to  suppose  they  will  be  more  productive ;  though,  from  the  difficul- 
ties suggested  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Loan  office  of  that  state 
in  his  correspondence  with  this  board,  on  the  payment  of  the  balance 
doe  on  the  requisition  for  the  year,  1784,  there  is  no  reason  to  pre- 
nme  that  she  will  pay  in  the  present  year  the  proportion  of  specie 
required  of  her  by  the  last  requisition. 

From  Virginia,  though  the  act  directs  the  payment  of  her  full 
ipecie  proportion,  yet,  the  revenue  laws  referred  to  in  the  said  act 
do  not  shew  what  monies  may  bo  relied  on  from  them ;  but  from 
the  best  information  we  can  obtain  of  the  productiveness  of  the 
funds  specified  by  their  acts,  we  have  no  reason  to  suppose  that  the 
nm  in  specie  to  be  expected  from  Virginia,  on  the  present  requisi- 
tion, will  be  more  than  half  hor  specie  proportion. 
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From  Nortb-Carolina  notbing  is  to  be  expected  on  tbe  present  re 
quisition,  no  act  having  been  passed  in  pursuance  of  it. 

From  South-Carolina  no  payment  will  be  made  into  the  genera 
tr^snry,  for  the  reasons  before  stated. 

From  Georgia,  the  nature  of  their  funds  not  being  known  t 
this  board,  no  opinion  can  be  formed  of  what  may  be  expected  iron 
the  operation  of  their  act.  We  have  reason  however  to  fear,  tha 
no  payment  will  be  made  by  that  state  in  the  present  year.  To  th< 
remarks  naturally  resulting  from  the  above  statement,  we  may  ven 
ture  to  add  one  general  reflection,  which  is  applicable  to  the  unioi 
at  large,  "That  the  effect  of  the  present  requisition  is  best  to  b 
judged  of  from  an  experience  of  the  past/' 

With  the  requisition  of  1784,  every  state  in  the  Union  complied 
except  North-Carolina  and  Georgia;  with  the  present  only  eigh 
states  in  the  union  have  oompli^,  so  far  as  it  respects  the  sped' 
payment. 

During  the  collection  of  the  taxes  under  the  requisition  for  tb 
year  1784,  the  revival  of  a  paper  currency  had  few  advocates  in  th< 
several  states.  At  present,  the  rage  for  another  experiment  in  thi 
fallacious  medium  has  so  fir  prevailed,  as  to  enter  into  the  systen 
of  revenue  of  several  states.  Judging  from  the  fkcts  we  havt 
stated,  we  do  not  conceive  it  probable,  that  even  the  sum  of  thre< 
hundred  thousand  dollars  in  specie  will  be  paid  into  the  genera 
treasury  in  the  present  year,  if  no  other  resource  is  adopt^  tha] 
what  can  be  expected  from  the  line  of  requisition. 

These  circumstances  it  becomes  our  duty  to  state  to  Congress 
that  their  wisdom  may  adopt  such  measures  as  shall  appear  mos 
likely  to  avert  a  total  ruin  of  our  credit  and  character  as  a  people 
with  foreign  nations. 

The  sum  in  specie  which  ought  to  be  provided  for  in  less  thai 
twelve  months,  as  has  been  observed,  is  at  least  three  million  and  i 
half  of  dollars,  (excluding  altogether  any  provision  for  the  domesti* 
debt.) 

The  extent  of  the  sum,  which  in  all  probability  will  arise  fron 
the  requisitions,  will  hardly  reach  three  hundred  thousand  dollara 
Such  is  the  crisis  to  which  the  affairs  of  the  union  are  now  reduces 
for  want  of  a  general  revenue,  established  on  such  principles,  a 
might  call  fbrth  in  the  most  equitable  and  efficient  manner,  the  re 
sources  of  the  several  states.  This  efficient  revenue  can  only  h 
expected  from  an  immediate  grant  of  the  five  per  cent,  impost,  an< 
from  taxes  commensurate  to  the  supplementary  fund,  effectualb 
levied,  and  sacredly  appropriated  to  tbe  federal  treasury. 

In  considering  what  expedients  may  probably  be  adopted  fo 
making  up  the  deficiency  of  the  specie  sums  which  are  essentially 
necessary  to  support  our  existence  in  a  national  character,  nothinj 
occurs  as  a  probable  mode  of  relief,  but  a  sale  in  Europe  of  part  o 
the  western  territory,  which  has  been  ceded  to  the  United  States.  Ti 
aUeiopi  netr  loans,  whilst  no  funds  are  eatabUBbcA  for  ikying  th( 
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iiiomt  and  principal  of  fonner  ones,  would  in  all  probability  be 
fimitkii^  eren  if  it  ooold  be  done  oonaistently  irith  thoee  maxims  of 
fradoiee  and  pnblic  integrity  whioh  oaght  to  obuaoteriae  the  pro- 
eeedings  of  every  nation.  Wbat  would  be  the  raceeas  of  tho  ex- 
pedient we  have  8ng|;e8ted,  cannot  be  ascertained;  but  when  the 
difpesition  to  emigration  in  (Jerjnany,  GkneTa^  and  Ireland,  is  taken 
iito  eoniiderationy  as  well  as  the  prospect  of  advantaoe  from  tho 
iJM  in  Talne  of  the  lands  in  question,  to  those  who  might  purchase 
OB  specolation,  it  appears  not  unUkelyi  that  if  a  proper  plan  should 
be  sdoptady  and  the  execution  of  it  committed  to  a  suitable  agenty 
it  might  meet  with  sucoess. 

Unless  some  aid  can  be  derived  from  this  quarter,  we  see  not  the 
ksst  prospect  of  our  being  able  to  make  good  the  payment  of  in- 
terest which  will  become  due  on  the  Dutch  loans  in  the  ensuing  year. 
All  hope  of  our  beins  able  to  succeed  in  making  in  season  the  pay- 
■ents  to  France  in  the  year  1787,  is  now  at  an  end ;  but  the  im- 
fertanee  of  making  every  exertion  to  fulfil  the  contracts  we  have 
entered  into  with  the  money-lenders  of  Holand  must  be  werj  appa- 
rent. In  this  point  of  view  only,  we  have  taken  the  liberty  to 
Boinest  to  Congress  the  object  above  mentioned. 

With  respect  to  the  requisitions  for  the  present  year,  which  we 
have  reported  to  Congress,  it  becomes  necessary  for  us  to  observe, 
thtt  we  consider  it  merely  as  an  expedient  to  evince  the  dispositions 
of  Congress  to  do  all  the  justice  in  their  power  to  their  foreiffu  and 
domestic  creditors,  till  the  States  feel  the  absolute  necessity  there  is 
of  furnishing  the  United  States  with  adequate  means  to  support  their 
nnk  and  character  as  a  nation. 

The  mode  of  certifying  the  interest  on  the  domestic  debt  is  un- 
doubtedly liable  to  objection,  though  it  may  be  brought  into  a  more 
manageable  state  than  it  is  at  present,  by  reducing  the  various  evi- 
dences of  the  debt  to  one  form,  and  by  calling  m  annually  some 
part  of  the  principal.  This  latter  object  would,  we  conceive,  be 
eompassed  with  great  ease  to  the  several  States,  and  would  have  a 
powerful  effect  in  establishing  our  credit  with  foreign  nations. 

But  after  all,  what  we  have  taken  the  liberty  to  suggest,  are  still 
expedients,  should  they  even  be  successful. 

The  more  our  reflections  are  employed  on  this  subject,  the  more 
we  are  impressed  with  the  conviction  that  nothing  but  an  immediate 
ind  general  adoption  of  the  measures  recommended  by  the  resolves 
of  Congress  of  the  18th  April,  1783,  can  rescue  us  from  bankruptcy, 
or  preserve  the  union  of  the  several  States  from  dissolution. 
With  all  due  respect,  we  are 

Your  Excollencv's  most  obedient 
humble  Servants, 

SAMUEL  OSQOOD, 
WALTER  LIVINGSTON, 
ARTHUR  LEE. 
His  Exoell^n^  ihe  Fnffsident  of  CongreaB. 
Vol.  XL -^2 
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The  Board  of  Treasnry  to  whom  was  referred  their  letter  of  the  19th 
of  February  last,  together  with  the  estimates  of  the  monies  neces- 
sary for  the  servioes  of  the  present  year,  One  Thoasand  Seren 
Hundred  and  Eighty-six^  submit  the  following  report 

That  for  the  services  of  the  present  year,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty-six,  for  the  payment  of  the  interest,  and  two  install- 
ments of  principal  on  the  French  and  Dutch  loans,  that  are  payable 
according  to  the  contracts,  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1787,  and 
for  the  payment  of  one  year's  interest  on  the  domestic  debt,  it  will 
be  necessary  that  three  millions  seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven 
thousand  and  sixty-two  dollars  43-90ths  be  paid  into  the  common 
treasury,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  January  next,  to  be  appro- 
priated to  the  following  purposes. 

For  the  civil  department,  .  .      Dollars,  1G9,352  86 

Military  department,     ....        168,274  50 
Contingencies,  ....  94,294  65 

For  Indian  a^irs,         ....  6,000 

For  the  department  of  geographer,        .  •  8,953 

FOREIGN  DEBT. 

For  the  payment  of  interest  due  this 
year  on  the  French  and  Dutch, 
Joans,       .        .        .        .        .    317,985  10 

X. — For  ditto  of  principal  and  in- 
terest due  in  the  year  1787,  which 
ought  to  be  provided  for  this  year,  1,392,059  17 

For  a  balance  of  interest  due  on  the 
Spanish  loan,    ....         2,396  55 

For  one  year's  interest  on  debts  duo 

to  foreign  oOiccrs,     .        .        .        11,185  55 

1,723,626  47 

B. — Domestic  debt,  one  year's  in^ 

tcrest  thereon, 1,606,560  65 

Dollars,  3,777  062  43 

That  the  Quotas  of  the  several  States  be  as  follows. 

Indents.        Specie. 
New  Hampshire,      .....        76,268 

Ditto        ....      56,452 

Massachusetts,  .....      324,746 

Ditto  ....    240,370 

Ilhode  Island,  .....        46,764 

Ditto         ....      34,613 

Connecticut.  .  .  .  .  .191,135 

DUto     '      .  •  .  ,     141,474 
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New  Tork^  . 

•            •            •            • 

185,567 

Ditto 

.    137,434 

New  Jenej, 

•                      •                      •                       • 

120,619 

Ditto 

.      89,279 

PeDDBjlvania^ 

•                       •                       • 

296,908 

Ditto 

.    219,765 

Delaware^ 

•                       •                      •                      • 

82,475 

Ditto 

.      24,037 

Maryland,    . 

. 

204,775 

Ditto 

.    161,570 

Yirginia, 

. 

871,136 

Ditto    . 

.    274,707 

North  Carolina, 

>                      •                       •                       • 

157,732 

Ditto 

.    116,749 

South  Carolina, 

•                       •                       • 

139,017 

Ditto 

.     103,015 

Georgia,       . 

•                       •                       • 

.      17,167 

28,288 

Ditto   . 

2,170,430 

-1,606,632 

3,777,062 

That  the  aforesaid  sams,  when  paid,  shall  be  passed  to  the  credit 
of  the  States  respectively,  on  the  terms  prescribed  by  the  resolves  of 
CoDgrcss  of  the  6th  day  of  October,  1779,  and  shall  ^bc  applied  in 
conformity  to  the  statement  in  the  preceding  part  of  this  report, 
giTing  preference  according  to  the  order  in  which  they  are  placed  in 
tie  estimate. 

As  one  million,  six  hundred  and  six  thousand,  five  hundred  and 
sixty  dollars  called  for,  is  to  be  applied  to  the  interest  on  the  domestic 
debt,  that  the  several  States  be  allowed  to  discharge  the  same  by 
indents  for  interest  on  loan-office  certificates,  and  upon  other  cer- 
tificates of  the  liquidated  debts  of  the  United  States  :  And  to  ascer- 
tain the  evidences  of  interest  due  upon  loan  office-certificates,  the 
holders  thereof  respectfully,  shall  be  at  liberty  to  carry  them  to  the 
ogee  from  which  they  issued,  and  the  holders  of  other  certificates  of 
liquidated  debts  of  the  United  States,  to  carry  the  same  to  the  loan- 
office  of  that  State  wherein  they  are  inhabitants,  or  if  foreigners,  to 
any  loan-office  within  the  United  States,  and  to  have  the  interest 
thereon  settled  and  certified  to  the  last  day  of  the  year  1785. 

Provided  that  the  commissioner  of  the  continental  loan-office  in 
any  State,  shall  not  on  any  pretenoe  whatever,  settle  or  isene  any 
oertificate  or  certificates,  for  the  interest  due  on  any  continental  loan- 
offioe  or  other  certificate  of  liquidated  debts,  until  the  State  for  which 
he  is  continental  loan-officer,  shall  have  passed  a  legislative  act  com- 
plying with  this  requisition ;  nor  shall  the  commissioner  afoTeAaKd, 
in  any  State  that  shall  have  complied  with  thid  requisition,  laaue  an^ 
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certificate,  of  take  any  other  measure  whereby  a  discrimination  may 
be  made  by  such  State,  between  the  holders  of  loan  office  certificates 
issued  from  his  office,  who  are  citizens  of  that  State,  and  foreigners, 
or  the  citizens  of  any  other  State  that  shall  have  complied  with  this 
requisition ;  Provided  always,  that  any  continental  loan-officer  shall 
issue  certificates  for  interest  as  aforesaid,  due  on  continental  loan- 
office  certificates  issued  from  his  office,  and  belonging  to  foreigners, 
and  also  to  the  citizens  of  such  States  as  shall  have  passed  a  legis- 
lative act  complying  with  this  requisition. 

That  every  commissioner  of  the  continental  loan  office,  previously 
to  settling  or  issuing  certificates  as  aforesaid,  for  the  interest  due  on 
certificates  of  liquidated  debts,  other  than  loan  office  certificates, 
shall  administer  an  oath  or  affirmation,  or  require  a  certificate  signed 
by  one  of  the  persons  whom  the  State  in  which  the  commissioner 
resides,  shall,  in  the  legislative  act  complying  with  this  requisition, 
appoint,  that  he  has  administered  to  the  owner  or  possessor  of  every 
such  certificate,  an  oath  or  affirmation,  that  the  same  is  bona  fide  the 
property  of  the  particular  State  in  which  the  said  commissioner 
resides,  or  of  a  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  said  State,  or  of  some  corpo- 
rate body  or  charitable  institution  within  the  same,  or  of  some 
person  who  is  not  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  describing  the  cer- 
tificate or  certificates  alluded  to  in  every  such  oath  or  affirmation,  in 
such  manner  as  shall  be  necessary  to  identify  the  same,  or  as  may 
be  prescribed  by  the  lerislature  of  the  said  State. 

And  for  preventing  the  depreciation  of  certificates  to  be  issued  as 
aforesaid,  the  legislature  of  each  State  is  required  to  provide,  in  the 
act  complying  with  this  requisition,  that  if,  on  the  first  day  of  July, 
1787,  the  said  States  quota  of  the  said  certificates  so  to  be  issued, 
shall  not  be  in  the  hands  of  the  state  treasurer,  or  other  proper 
officer,  the  deficiency  shall  be  collected  and  paid  into  the  continental 
treasury  in  specie,  which  when  so  paid,  is  hereby  appropriated  to  tho 
redemption  of  such  surplus  certificates. 

That  the  board  of  treasury  furnish  the  several  loan  officers  with 
certificates  to  be  issued  for  interest,  as  aforesaid,  and  also  with  such 
checks  and  instructions  as  they  from  time  to  time  shall  judge  neces- 
sary to  prevent  counterfeited  certificates  of  debts,  from  obtaining  a 
settlement  of  interest,  and  to  detect  counterfeit  evidences,  of  interest, 
and  thereby  to  avoid  receiving  them  in  discharge  of  taxes ;  which 
certificates  of  interest  being  parted  with  by  the  holders  of  the  prin- 
cipal, shall  be  deemed  evidence  that  he  has  received  satisfaction  for 
the  same ;  and  therefore  shall  be  receivable  from  the  bearer  in  lieu 
of  money,'  in  the  proportion  of  one  dollar  and  one-third  in  specie  for 
one  dollar  in  indents,  in  any  other  State  in  the  Union,  as  well  aa  ia 
the  State  in  which  they  were  issued*  That  tho  State  receiving  such 
certificates,  and  paying  the  same  into  the  public  treasury,  with  a 
proportion  of  specie  as  aforesaid,  shall  have  credit  therefor,  which 
p&jm^ut  shall  be  considered  as  a  discharge  of  the  interest  on  the 
domestic  debt  in  the  proportion  that  each  State  avails  itself  of  tho 
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Slid  oertifieaies  of  iDterest.  That  all  loan-office  oeriificates  issued 
iftar  the  first  day  of  Ma^^  1778,  shall  be  xeduced  to  their  moie 
nine,  coDformably  to  the  resolntioD  of  OoDgress  of  the  28th  JTanei 
1780,  and  the  interest  shall  be  ascertained  and  settled  agreeably  to 
tho  specie  Talae  of  the  certificate. 

SAMUEL  OSGOOD, 
WALTER  LIVINGSTON, 
ARTHUR  LEE. 
Jane  22, 1786. 

Fkoceedings  or  Assembly  of  Delaware  oh  Internal 
Naviqation,  1786. 

State  of  Delaware. 
In  the  Honse  of  Assembly,  Jnne  15, 1786. 
Whereas,  by  the  Communications  made  from  the  Execatiyes  of 
the  States  of  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland,  it  appears  that  those  States 
respeetiyely  haye  appointed  Commissioners  to  confer  with  Commis- 
sioners  to  be  appointed  on  Behalf  of  this  State  for  e£feoting  a  nayi- 
gable  Commnnieation  between  the  Bays  of  Chesapeake  and  Delaware, 
improvins  the  inland  Navigation  of  the  River  Susquehannah,  and 
on  tny  other  Subject  tending  to  promote  the  Commerce  and  mutual 
Convenience  of  those  three  States;  therefore,  in  Compliance  with 
the  Desire  of  the  said  States  of  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland,  expressed 
by  their  Appointments  of  Commissioners  for  the  Purposes  aforesaid, 
Resolved, 

That  |the    Honorable   William    Eillen,  Eeq%  The   Honorable 
Gunning  Bedford,  Esq',  The  Honorable  John  Jones,  Esq^  Robert 
Armstrong,  Esq^  and  Eleazer  McComb,  Esq',  be,  tnd  they  are 
hereby  appointed  Commissioners  to  meet  such '  Commissioners  as 
are,  or  may  be,  appointed  on  the  Part  of  Pennsylvania  and  Mary- 
hod,  for  the  Purpose  of  considering  and  digesting  the  most  proper 
Measures  for  effecting  a  navigable  Communication  between  the  Bays 
of  Chesapeake  and  Delaware,  for  improving  the  inland  Navigation  of 
the  River  Susquehannah  and  the  Waters  communicating  with  it,  and 
tlso  to  confer  on  any  other  Subject  that  may  tend  to  promote  the 
Commerce  and  the  mutual  Convenience  of  the  said  States ;  and  that 
their  Proceedings  be  reported  to  the  next  Session  of  the  General 
Assembly  for  their  Examination  and  Adoption,  if  approved ;  and 
that  His  Excellency  the  President  be  requested  to  transmit  a  Copy 
of  this  Resolve  to  the  Executives  of  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland. 
Sent  for  Concurrence. 

In  the  Council,  June  23, 1786.    Read,  considered,  and  agreed  to. 

THO.  McDONOUGH,  Speaker. 
Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

JA8.  BOOTH,  Crk  of  AsaemYA^. 
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GOMMIBSIONERS  FOB    WbSTBRN  BOUNDARY  LlNH    TO   COUN- 
CIL, 1786. 

Shanangoe  Creek,  25<^  of  Jane,  1786. 
Gentlemen^ 

We  beg  leave  to  iDform  Council,  That  on  the  19<^  Inst,  we  began 
to  extend  the  Line  of  the  Western  boundary  of  the  State,  and  have 
prooeeded  upwards  of  Three  Miles — we  have  fallen  in  with  several 
Hunting  parties  of  Indians  since  oar  arrival  in  the  woods ;  thej  all 
appear  friendly  &  peaceable. 

We  are,  with  Respect, 

Gentlemen,  Tour  Obedt.  Serv'ts, 

ANDREW  PORTER, 
ALEXANDER  M'CLEAN. 


John  Van  Campkn  to  Sso't  of  Council,  1786. 

Smithfiold,  Jane  27»  1786. 
Sir. 

It  Remains  no  Longer  a  Doubt  with  me  that  this  Bandity  at 
Wioming  is  determined  not  to  Sabordnnat  to  the  Laws  of  this  State. 
You  will  observe  by  the  inclos'd  paper,  Sign'd  Franklin,  his  assuming 
authority  at  that  place — the  woman  he  mentioned  was  Legally  Re- 
moved to  that  place  agreeable  to  the  Law  provided  for  that  purpose. 

Franklin  is  Lately  arrived  at  Wioming  from  the  State  of  Con- 
necticut from  the  meeting  of  the  Susquehanna  Company.  Ethan 
Alien  is  Expected  Soon.  Franklin  assumes  more  authority  and 
more  positive  Dispises  the  Laws  of  this  State  with  more  Contempt 
than  formerly ;  to  be  particular  in  Regard  to  this  Bandity,  time 
will  not  admit.  From  many  Circumstances,  I  am  now  Convinced 
that  the  people  will  Declare  a  New  State,  or  pretend  the  Laws 
and  Regulations  of  State  of  Connecticut — the  old  proverb  is  worthy 
of  observing  in  this  Case — nip  the  Bud  when  young.  I  fear  it  has 
been  Neglected  in  this  Case. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  most 

obedient.  Humble  Serv^t, 

JOHN  VAN  CAMPEN. 
Direciedf 

John  Armstrong,  Esq',  Secretary  of  Council,  Philadelphia. 
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Robert  MiLuaAN  to  Sec'y  Armstbong,  1786. 

2V^  June,  '86. 
Sir, 

Tbo  enclosed  is  a  copy  of  the  list  of  Commissionera  appointed  by 
the  Delaware  Assembly  to  confer  with  ua  on  the  subject  of  the  Canal } 
it  was  sent  to  me  a  few  days  ago  by  Doctor  Way,  of  Wilmington, 
&  I  believe  may  be  depended  on  as  the  true  appoinmcnt. 

Thinking  this  information  might  be  acceptable  to  Conpoil,  I  take 
the  liberty  to  forward  it  to  your  hands  to  be  oomlnunioated  if  you 
see  proper. 

I  am,  Sir,  yr.  obed't  Serv't, 

ROBT.  MILLTOAN. 


Commissioners  to  meet  the  Commercial  Convention  :  John  Dick- 
inson, Qwr^  Reed,  R.  Basset,  W"*  Killen. 

Commissioners  to  confer  on  the  subject  of  the  Canal :  Gunning 
Bedford,  Eleazer  McComb,  Robt.  Armstrong,  J.  Jones. 

Dtrectedj 
Oen.  Armstrong,  Council  Chamber. 


Delegates  in  Congress  to  Pres.  Fbanklin,  1786. 

New  York,  30'»»  June,  1786. 
Sir, 

It  is  with  Regret  wo  find  occasion  to  mention  that  the  discontents 
whidi  arose  between  Congress  and  the  Executive  Council  of  Pcnnsyl- 
Tania  in  the  year  1783,  are  not  wholly  forgotten.  An  Application 
frem  3P  John  Sullivan  for  pay  and  commutation  as  an  officer  of  the 
line  or  Quota  of  Troops  of  Pennsylvania,  which  has  been  pressed  on 
the  Commissioner  of  Army  Accounts  in  an  unusual  Manner,  has 
occasioned  a  Reference  to  Congress,  and  of  course  a  revisal  of  some 
of  the  circumstances  which  accompanied  those  Discontents.  The 
matter  we  more  particularly  allude  to,  is  a  supposed  Reluctance  in 
the  Executive  of  Pennsylvania  to  call  to  account  &  punish  the  persons 
concerned  in  the  Mutiny  of  the  Soldiers  in  1783  which  produced 
consequences  not  necessary  to  bo  now  described.  This  M'  Sullivan 
and  M'  Carbery  were  supposed  to  bo  promoters  of  the  Mutiny,  4;  to 
have  fled  the  Country  in  oonsequenco  of  it.  In  1781  M'  Carbery 
returned  to  Maryland  and  was  there  arrested.  Notice,  it  is  said  was 
given  to  the  Council  of  Pennsylvania,  where  the  offence  was  com- 
mitted, and  certain  affidavits  and  other  Documents  tending  to  prove 
the  guilt  of  M**  Sullivan  and  M'  Carbery  wero  transmitted  to  Council 
&  still  remain  in  their  custody;  but  that  M'  Carberry  waa  iio\»  ^<i- 
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manded,  nor  any  legal  oognisanoe  of  the  Affidr  taken  on  the  Part  o 
PennsylTania.*  Some  time  in  1785,  it  ia  aaid,  M'  Sollifan  appearei 
and  that  he  has  since  remained  pnbliokly  and  without  diaffniae  ii 
Philadelphia!  unquestioned  by  public  authority  touching  £e  aak 
offence. 

We  know  of  no  late  Act  of  Oongresa  aa  a  Body,  except  the  Beao 
lution  approTing  the  CSonduet  of  the  Oommianoner  in  refusing  th< 
Demand  of  M'  Sullivan,  on  which  to  ground  this  oommunioaiion 
but  in  the  course  of  the  Inyeatigation  suggestions  and  Insinuation 
were  used  which  indicated  opiniona  and  sentiments  less  honoarabl 
to  the  Ezeeutive  Authority  of  Pennsylvania  than  we  eonld  peroeir* 
without  Pain,  tho'  we  were  not  sufficiently  informed  to  oppose  then 
with  Success.  We  are  not  appriied  that  Congress  either  desire  o 
expect  any  Bxplanations  on  this  Subject,  nor  would  we  be  understood 
as  desirous  of  reviving  Discussions  which  have  been  heretofor 
permitted  to  subside }  but  we  conceive  it  to  be  our  Duty  to  advia 
your  Excellency  of  the  existence  of  some  remaina  of  thoea  disoontant 
which  we  had  hoped  would  forever  have  remained  in  oblivion.  Yom 
Excellency  and  the  Council  will  judge  whether  any  and  what  oaa  U 
make  of  the  Information. 

We  do  ourselves  the  Honour  to  inclose  herewith  a  Copy  of  a  Liai 
of  Papers  transmitted  to  Council  by  the  Secretary  of  Congress  fa 
1784,  which  List  was  called  for  and  read  on  the  oeoasioB  we  hav< 
alluded  to ;  and  a  copy  of  the  Besolution  of  Congress  on  the  appli 
cation  of  M'  Sullivan. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be  very  respectfully, 
Your  Excelleno/s  most  obedient, 
&  most  humble  servants. 

CHA.  PBTIIT, 
JOHN  BATARD. 
Direeted, 

His  Excellency,  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


In  pursuance  of  Order  of  17  May,  1784,  sent  to  tho  Supremi 
Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania,  the  following  Papers,  indoraei 
as  follows. 

1.  Copy  of  Demand  made  by  Mutineers,  June  21, 1783. 

2.  Copy  Address  of  Mutineers  to  Sup.  Ex.  Council  of  Pens'i 
delivered  25  June,  1783,  read  in  Congress,  June  30, 1783. 

*  See  pages  50,  eo,  01,  74,  290,  298, 820,  828,  824,  676,  676,  680,  of  Vol 
X.,  and  CoL  Bee  VoL  XIU.,  p.  610-612,  Vol.  XIY.,  p.  106,  106. 
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3.  Jnne  80, 1783.  Deposition  of  ScrgeAnt  Rich'd  Morthwaiti  of 
Imlidta. 

4.  JdIj  2.  Depodtion  of  Solomon  Townsend,  Serg'  in  Oolonol 
Hvfflpton'B  Beg^menl  * 

6.  July  1.    Bep*  of  Ja*  Bonnet  Serg*  Major  of  Artillery. 

6.  Jdy  1.     Dep^  of  Joseph  Morgan,  Serg*  of  Artilleiy. 

7.  Copy  read  Jnne  12,1783.*  Deposition  of  Benja.  Spyker  taken 
kfore  M'  Leyan  of  Beading,  Subject  of  a  conversation  with  Seijeant 
Nigk* 

8.  A  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  James  Christie  to  the  Snp^  Ex. 
Oomeil  of  l^eniP,  and  a  Copy  of  a  Commission  or  AppointmMit  of 
Ofieen  as  a  Oommittee  hy  the  Non-commissioned  officera  ft  Priyates 
m  the  Bam^  in  Philad%  read,  80  June,  1783. 

9.  Copy  papers  signed  James  Bennet,  delivered  to  Sap.  Ex. 
ConneU  of  Penns*,  read  in  Congress,  June  3*0,  lY83. 

1.  A  Letter  signed  Henry  Catbery  dated  Capo  Henlopen,  29  June, 
1783  directed  to  Major  W-  Nichols,  Merch*,  Philad'. 

2.  A  Letter  signed  H.  Carbery,  dated  June  26,  1783,  directed  to 
M"  Mary  Carbery,  8*  Mar/s,  Maryland. 

3.  A  Letter  signed  John  Sullivan,  dated  theCape,  30  June,  1783, 
directed  to  H.  Moylan,  Esq.,  Col.  Command.  L.  D.  Philadelphia. 

4.  A  Paper  signed  J«  S.,  directed  to  Mr.  W"  Huston  &  containing 
this— consult  your  own  safety.    Wo  cannot  possibly  get  to  you. 

5.  Report  of  the  Mutiny,  by  Col.  Humpton,  24  June,  1783,  read 
in  Congress,  July  3, 1783. 

*  VoL  X.,  p.  677. 
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Dr.  General  Account  ov  Receipts  akd 

General  Aoeount  of  Reeeiptf  and  Expenditarea  of  ibe  United  Stateit  firom  Ist 
Norembcr,  1786,  to  80th  Jane,  1786. 

1786, 
Not.  1.  Dole.  90th8 

To  Balance  in  the  Hands  of  the  Treaeurer  of  the  United 
States,  thii'Day,  as  per  Accoont  forwarded  to  the 

States, 71,471  54 

1786, 
June  80. 

To  General  Aooount  of  Taxes,  for  so  much  Specie  reocived, 
vis. 

From  Massaehnsetly 3,777  20 

Rhode  Island, SOI    8 

Connecticut, 8,408  28 

NewTork, 22,013  20 

New  Jersey, *    8,064  62 

Pennsylrania, 112,741  73 

Delaware, 3,881  36 

Maryland, 68,282  60 

Virginia, 22,777  20 

261,102  60 

To  Ditto,  for  so  much  reoeired  in  Indents,  Tit. 

From  Massachusetts  Quota  of  10  Sep.,  1782,  102,000  • 

28  Apr.,  1784,    30,860  45 

:r  222,860  45 

Connecticut,      .        .    28  Apr.,  1784,       .        .         7,832  78 
New  Tork,    .        .        28  Apr.,  1784,   .        .  36,038  67 

Pennsylyania,  .  .  10  Sep.,  1782,  180,000 
28  Apr.,  1784,  63,441 
27  Sep.,  1786,  200,824  70 

434,266  70 

Delaware,       .        .        28  Apr.,  1784,       .        .       10,01160 
Virginia,    .        .        .    28  Apr.,  1784,  .        .  20,001    7 

741,805  60 

To  Emissions  of  Paper  Money  on  the  Funds  of  Individual 

States  in  pursuance  of  an  Act  of  Congress  of  18th 
March,  1780. 

Receired  f^om  the  State  of  New  Tork, 26,200 

To  General  Post  Office,  for  so  much  received,      ....  8,000 

To  ISundries,  vis. 

Cornelius  Sweers  on  Account, .        ;       .       .        .        448  68 

George  Olney,  do.  , 3 

451  68 

To  Balance  being  the  Amount  of  Specie  payments  beyond 

the  Receipts,  or  an  Anticipation  of  the  Public  Credit,  14,235  31 

Dollars,   1,112,207    0 
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EXPBNDITURBfl  OF  THE  UNITED   STATES.  Cr. 

General  Aoeoimt  of  ReeeipU  and  Expenditures  of  the  United  States,  from  Ist 
NoYcmber,  1785,  to  30th  Jane,  1786. 

1788, 

June  30,      *  Dels.  QOthf 

By  Anticipation  of  the  Taxes  by  the  late  Superintond- 
ant  of  Finance, 
For  80  mach  paid  of  04,166,  86-90ths,  unpaid  Ist 

Korember,  1785, ,  703  60 

By  BO  mneh  paid  Mr.  John  Wheetook,  President  of 
]>artmoath  College ;  the  same  having  been  re* 
ceivcd  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Loan  in 
Holland,  for  the  use  of  said  College,  and  credited 

by  them  in  Aoeount  with  the  United  States,    ...  76  41 

By  Exi>enditares  in  Specie,  tIx. 

CivU  LUt, 62,801  54 

Paymaster  General's  Department,      .        .  81,752  42 

Sabsistence  of  the  Army,        ....      28,441  80 
Military  and  Ordinance  Stores,    .        .        .  8,503  60 

Quarter  Master's  Department^  •        .        •        •        4,567  60 
Cloathing  Department,        •        •        .        .  1,158  45 

Payment  of  Old  Accounts,       ....        0,13744 
Pensions,  Annuities  and  Grants,         .        .  0,211  67 

Indian  Affairs, 1,081  17 

Payment  of  Foreign  Interest,      .       .        •        170,200 
Contingencies, 8,468    7 

325,504  85 

By  10  much  paid  by  the  State  of  Pennsylrania,  by  Tirtna 
of  acts  of  the  United  States,  on  Account  of  the  said 
State's  Quotas  of  existing   Requisitions,  and  as 
per  Accounts  settled  at  the  Federal  Treasury,  vis. 
For  taking  up  British  Deserf  s,  per  ActSOth  March,  1782,     2,365  88 
Pensions  to  Invalids,  per  Act  28d  April,  1782,  12,067  34 

Ditto,  7th  June,  1785,  20,748  60 

44,176  77 

Domestic  Debt — For  so  much  towards  the  Payment  of 

Interest  on  the  Domestic  Debt,  by  Indents  made 

receivable  in  Taxes, 741,805  66 

Dollars,    1,112,267    0 


Treasury  of  the  United  States, 
Register's  Office,  July  1, 1786. 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Register. 
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John  Lukbhs  to  Sbo't  Abmstbokq,  1786« 

Surreyor  Gkn.  Office,  8d  Jjdj,  1786. 
Sir, 

Puraiiant  to  the  order  of  Council  of  the  29th  olt  I  would  jtiat  re" 
mark  that  I  have  not  yet  received  any  return  of  Survey  from^Mr.  Doug- 
lass^ nor  any  written  account  subsequent  to  said  order ;  but  would  beg 
leave  to  lay  before  Council  a  verbal  message  received  (tho'  not 
directly)  from  him^  viz : 

<<  Griffith  Evans  sends  word  ^  Capt.  Morrison  of  Washington 
''County  that  Mr.  Douglass  purposed  to  set  out  to  survey  his 
^^  District  in  the  Depreciation  lipids  immediate]^  after  the  July 
"  Court  in  Fayette  County/* 

yours.  Ac., 

JNO  LUKENS,  S.  G. 
Directedf 

To  John  Armstrong,  Junr.^  Esqr.,  Seo'y.  to  GouBoil. 


Ephbaih  Douglass  to  John  Lukshs,  S.  G^  1T86. 

Sir, 
I  am  exceedingly  sofry  tb  haVe  (Compelled  you  by  my  delay,  to 


remind  me  of  my  duty — I  plead  guilty  to  the  rinvoluntary)  breach 
of  it,  but  would  beg  y6ur  patience  while  I  explain  the  Cause.  In 
September  last  when  I  had  made  every  preparation  to  undertake  it 
in  person,  I  was  seized  wilh  a  disorder  which  for  more  than  six 
months  rendered  me  totally  unable  to  undergo  the  fatigue — In  the 
mean  time,  I  employed  another  p^son  to  exeoute  the  ouaineaB  lor 
me,  he  went  to  the  ground  and  began,  but  unfodunately  his  assis- 
tants, unacquainted  with  Indians,  got  allarmed  at  their  frequent 
visits  before  he  had  made  a  suffiotent  number  of  surveys  to  return 
to  your  office — This  Spring  I  have  employed  another  peno*  wh6  is 
obligated  to  have  the  whole  business  oompleated  by  the  first  day  of 
July  next,  and  from  his  eharaoter,  which  I  had  from  Major  Alex- 
ander to  whom  he  was  an  assistant  last  year,  and  who  pledged  him- 
self to  me  for  his  fkithful  performance,  I  have  not  a  doubt  of  his 
punctuality  to  the  timC;  after  which  none  shall  be  delayed  until 
the  Returns  are  made. 

In  the  Confidence  that  I  shall  leave  you  no  further  room  to  doubt 
my  willingness  to  hold  to  my  engagements. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

most  respectfully,  Sir, 

your  very  humble  servant, 
DireeUdy  BPHRAIM  DOUGLASS. 

John  Lukens,  Esquiro;  Surveyor  General. 
Indorsed^ 

J  786,  July.    From  Ephraim  Douglass,  Esq'r,  Deputy  Surveyor 
— A/s  0£Sce  vacated,  see  minutes  of  7th  July,  17^^. 
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GoY.  Vandtkb  op  Dklawarb  to  Prbs.  Franklin,  1786 

New  Castle,  July  14,  1786. 
Sir, 
Agreeably  to  the  Directions  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this 
State.    I  have  the  Honor  to  oommnnicate  the  inclosed  SesolntioOi 
and  am  with  thejB;reate8t  Respect, 

Sir,  your  ExoeUency^s, 
most  obedt.  hamble  Servant, 
^^eeted,  NICHS.  VANDrKE. 

^On  pblic  Service;) 
His  Excellency,  The  Fresident  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 


flir 


"* 


John  Nicholson  to  Prbs.  Franklin,  1786. 

Comptroller  Generals  Office, 

July  15th,  1786. 


TThcn  at  New  York  I  thought  it  a  favorable  opportunity  to  urge 
the  Board  of  Treasury  to  grant  an  order  upon  the  Continental  Loan 
Officer  in  Pennsylvania  in  favor  of  the  State  Treasurer  for  390,000 
Mlars  of  the  New  Emission  money  belonging  to  the  State  and  in 
possession  of  Mr.  Smith.     The  inclosed   paper  marked  No.  1  is  a 
Copy  of  my  letter  to  them  on  the   subject  in  Novem.  1785,   that 
marked  No.  2  covering  the  paper  marked  No.  '6  are  copies  of  the 
letter  and  inclosures  addressed  to  tbem  on  the  same  subject  when  in 
New  Tork,  I  also  had  a  conference  with  the  said  Board  upon  that  sub- 
ject but  no  order  was  granted,  altho'  it  was  not  absolutely  refused  yet 
from  the  enquiries  of  the  Board  what  is  its  present  value  ?  what 
do  I  suppose  it  will  be  worth  by  January  next  ?  what  funds  have 
been   provided  for   its    redemption  ?  and  whether  they  will   be 
adequate  and  productive  tosether  with  enuendoes  of  the  advantages 
it  would  be  of  to  the  United  States,  leaves  no  doubt  with  me  that  they 
design  to  order  it  out  of  Mr.  Smithes  hands  and  have  it  sold  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Unitod  States  as  they  have  done  with  the  same  kind 
of  money  in  some  of  the  other  States,  such  a  step  would  throw  the 
State  into  much  embarrassment,  and  put  it  out  of  her  power  io  ful- 
fil  her  promises  and  dischaive  her  engagements.     I  bee  leave  to 
submit  whether  it  would  not  be  proper  to  attach  the  said  Bills  of 
Credit  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Smith,  so  as  to  prevent  this  evil 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  the  highest  Respect  Sir, 

your  most  obedt.  Servt. 
Directed^  .  JNO.  NICHOLSON.* 

His  Excdly.  The  President  in  Council, 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol  XV,,  p.  64. 
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No.  1. 

Comptroller  General's  Office, 
Philada.  Novem.  29th^  1785. 
Gentlemen, 

By  an  order  of  the  late  Snperlntendant  of  the  Finances  of  the 
United  States  drawn  npon  the  Treasurer  of  the  State  of  Pennsjl- 
vania  in  favor  of  Thomas  Smith  Esqr.,  Contr.  Loan  Officer,  the  sum 
of  £146,250  in  Bills  of  Credit  of  this  State,  April  7th,  1781,  wu 
paid  hj  the  State  to  the  latter,  to  be  snbstitated  in  lieu  of  an  equal 
Sum  of  the  Bills  emitted'by  this  State  pursuant  to  act  of  Assemblj 
of  Juno  Ist,  1780,  which  were  then  in  the  Continental  Loan  Office 
the  sum  for  which  this  was  substituted,  yet  lies  in  said  Office  tnc 
hath  not  been  paid  to  the  State.  And  Permit  me  to  request  that  ai 
order  be  drawn  upon  the  Commissioner  of  the  Contioental  Loai 
Office  in  favor  of  David  Rittenhouse  Esq.,  Treasurer  of  Pennsyl vanii 
for  the  Sum  of  390,000  Dollars  being  the  Bills  of  Credit  aforesaic 
so  that  they  may  come  into  the  State  Treasury  and  be  destroyed. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

JNO  NICHOLSON 
The  Honble.  the  Board  to  Treasury  New  York. 


No.  2. 

New  York,  July  8th,  1786. 
Gentlemen, 

I  had  the  honor  to  address  the  Board  of  Treasury  some  time  ag 
on  the  Subject  of  a  balance  of  the  Bills  of  Credit  emitted  pursuan 
to  act  of  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  of  the  Ist,  day  o 
June  1780,  now  in  the  hands  of  Thomas  Smith,  Esq.,  Continents 
lioan  Officer  and  which  is  due  to  the  said  State.  As  a  Warrant  o 
Order  hath  not  yet  been  granted  directing  the  payment  of  thoi 
Bills  into  the  Treasury  of  Pennsylvania, — I  beg  leave  to  renew  m 
application  and  to  request  of  your  Honble.  Board  that  the  same  li 
done.  I  here  enclose  the  original  Warrant  of  the  Superintendai 
of  Finance  drawn  on  the  State  Treasurer  and  the  Receipt  in  disohari 
thereof,  from  which  you  will  see  that  the  Bills  of  Credit  aforesai 
amount  to  890,000  Dollars  now  in  4>os8es8ion  of  said  Loan  Office 
belong  to  the  said  State,  and  should  be  delivered  over  to  the  Sta 
Treasury.  I  conceived  that  the  inclosed  would  serve  better  £ 
information  than  Copies  taken  from  them,  but  as  they  are  origin 
papers  of  great  consequence,  I  must  take  the  libertv  to  request  th 
they  be  returned  to  me  again,  and  I  shall  do  myself  the  Honor  i 
wait  upon  the  Board  for  them. 

I  am  with  high  respect. 

Gentlemen,  your  most  obed.  Servant, 

JNO.  NICHOLSON, 
The  Honorable,  the  Commissioners  of  the  Board  of  Treasury. 
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Wm.  Montgomery  to  Prbs.  Franklin,  1786. 

Nort'bd  Co.,  July  2l8t,  1786. 
His  ExoelleDoj^  Doctor  BeDJamin  FrankliD,  Esq. 
Sir, 

I  lately  received  a  letter  from  WiomiDg  signed  John  Franklin , 
which  I  beff  leave  to  inclose  for  the  perusal  of  the  Council ;  and  also 
an  inclosed  bit  of  a  Newspaper  printed  (I  suppose)  in  Connecticut, 
the  Contents  of  both  of  which,  I  think,  a  little  extraordinary.  In 
order  to  inform  your  Excellency  &  Council  of  the  ocasion  of  this 
letter  I  beg  leave  to  trouble  you  with  a  very  short  sketch  of  a  letter 
I  bad  written  to  a  Certain  Myers  living  at  that  place.  The  letter 
was  mtirely  of  a  public  nature,  and  sent  there  to  inform  them  of 
what  I  had  been  informed  by  Oenl.  John  Bull  had  been  lately  done 
in  Congress  respecting  the  Susquehana  Claimants,  suspecting,  that 
art  is  often  used  to  keep  the  true  state  of  things  from  the  common 
People.  I  also  therein  agreeable  to  the  request  of  the  Hon^ble 
Council,  in  the  Letter  I  had  the  Honor  to  receive  in  answer  to  the 
dispatches  sent  by  01.  Bull,  expressed  the  assurances  of  Council, 
that  the  virtuous,  and  peacable  should  have  protection,  and  earnestly 
pressed  them  not  to  follow  the  wild  schemes  of  Men  not  satisfied,  or 
easy,  under  the  established  forms  of  Government;  Hinted  how 
much  better  it  was  to  enjoy  the  benefits  of  our  Constitution,  and 
Laws,  than  to  subject  themselves  to  all  the  distress  which  must 
follow  a  contention  with  us,  and  a  Rebellion  against  Oovcmment ; 
and  what,  probably,  irritated  him,  viz.,  Franklin  most;  I  gave  it 
clearly  as  my  opinion  that  when  distress  arose  those  men,  now  the 
most  active,  and  uneasy,  would  leave  them  to  shift  for  themselves— 
There  is  much  of  my  letter  either  wilfully  misunderstood,  or  greatly 
misrepresented,  I  have  just  added  two  very  short  notes  in  the  Mar- 
^n  of  the  inclosed  to  prevent  a  misapprehension  of  my  sentiments ; 
and  conduct. 

I  have  had  nothing  further  lately  from  that  Quarter  other  than 
the  inclosed.  This  John  Franklin  is  the  Coll.  of  their  Militia,  and 
a  principal  Man  among  them ;  I  make  no  doubt  but  that  his  letter 
is  fully  expressive  of  the  intentions  of  a  great  Number  at  Wioming, 
and  for  my  part,  I  confess,  I  should  be  glad  to  see  that  part  of  the 
Country  erected  into  a  County ;  that  if  they  have  the  least  desire  of 
becoming  orderly  Citizens  of  this  state,  they  might  have  an  oppor- 
tunity so  to  do ;  altho'  I  very  much  doubt,  whether  they  would 
accept  the  &vor. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  the  greatest  respect 
your  Excellency's 

&  y  Councils  H'ble  Ser't, 

WM.  MONTGOMERY. 
Dtrectedf 

His  Excellency  Benjn.  Franklin,  Esqr.  Prcsd't,  &o.|  Philada. 
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Memorial  of  Lianr   Infantry  of  Philadelphia  Co,, 

1786. 

To  The  Honorable,  The  Supreme  Executive  Oouneil  of  th 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsjlvania. 
Honored  Sirs, 

Congress  we  are  well  assured  has  lately  received  an  Offieia 
Declaration  from  the  Court  of  London,  <<  That  they  will  not  rdUk 
quish  the  Potts  and  Garrisons  on  our  Frontiers"  This  additiona 
violation  of  the  Solemn  &  Sacred  Treaty  of  Peace  on  the  part  o 
Great  Britain,  we  take  the  Liberty  to  observe,  is  generally  viewei 
and  considered  as  a  DedarcUion  of  War,  as  it  manifests  a  Dii 
position  for  Hostility  and  reprisal.  But  as  the  situation  of  on 
Public  Finances  does  not  admit  the  raising  a  Regular  Army,  Con 
gress,  we  understand,  have  it  in  Contemplation  to  call,  on  ih 
several  States,  for  a  Portion  of  Militia,  to  disposses  the  Britul 
Troops  of  those  Fortresses.  Under  this  Idea,  several  Yolunteen 
from  New  Jersey  and  New  York  have  already  tendered  their  servioei 
to  Congress  and,  as  Members  of  theLi^ht  Infantry  Company  belong 
ing  to  the  2d  l^ttalion  of  Pennsylvania  Militia,  who  wish  not  to  h 
excelled  or  out  done  in  Point  of  Zeal  and  Activity  in  promoting 
ihe  Interest  and  Welfore  of  our  Country  at  larse,  we  take  thii 
early  opportunity  to  entreat  that  your  Honorable  Body  will  be 
pleased  to  consider  us  as  the  First  on  the  List  of  Volunteers  from 
Pennsylvania^  whenever  Congross  shall  think  proper  to  adopt  sc 
necessary  a  Measure. 

With  every  sentiment  ofBespeot, 
we  remain  Honored  Sirs,  your  most  obedient, 

and  very  Humble  Servants, 
Eleazer  Oswald,  Capt.  Chs.  Wm.  Leoke, 

Saml.  Hanse,  Lt.  Samuel  Folwell, 

Peter  Wiltberger,  Ensg.  Septimus  Claypoolc, 

Robt.  Parry,  B.  F.  Bache, 

Robt.  Crozier,  Abraham  Singer, 

Jacob  Mayer,  Jun.,  James  Rees, 

The.  Reynold,  Jo.  Melbeck, 

William  Caurre,  The.  Seddon, 

William  Edwards,  J.  Whitehead, 

John  N.  Hagentu,  Peter  Benson, 

Francis  Wade,  Jun.,  John  Darragh, 

J.  Levy,  Willm.  Murray, 

Saml.  Wiggleworth,  Joseph  Anthony, 

John  Morgan,  Jno.  LawrcDco, 

John  Fairbaim,  Jacob  Wikoff, 

Robert  Aitken,  Jun.,  Wm.  Cavenough, 

Fran.  Ingraham,  Jno.  TilliDgbast, 

Jacob  Wiltberger, 
Philadclpbia,  August  1,  1780. 
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Chab.  Pbttit  to  Hon.  Chas.  Biddlb,  1786. 

New  York,  2d  AngtiBt,  1786. 
JkuSiT, 

The  roquidtion  for  tbe  jear  1786,  has  this  day  been  passed  in 
CoDgreSB,  BO  Dearly  in  the  form  &  on  the  principles  contained  in  the 
jwinted  eopj  of  the  Draught  I  sent  jon  some  time  since,  that  I 
shall  not  now  trouble  yon  with  the  mention  of  the  little  alterations 
that  have  been  made,  especially  as  we  are  yet  sitting  &  in  debate  of 
other  matters. 

I  willy  however,  mention  some  attempts  we  mader(tho'  unsno- 
eesafiilly  &  with  very  little  support  fi'om  any  other  State)  to  obtain 
some  esaential  alterations  in  the  Estimate,  and  of  course  in  the  sum 
to  be  required.  For  this  purpose  I  send  yon  another  copy  as  the 
shiwtest  mode  of  explaining  what  I  mean.  The  Requisition  is  for 
money  for  the  service  of  the  year  1786,  we  therefore  mov^d  to 
BtrU^e  out  the  article  marked  A,  as  relating  to  a  future  year,  as  pro- 
viding for  a  second  years  Int.  on  the  foreign  Debt,  when  but  one 
vean  Int.  is  provided  for  on  the  Domestic  Debt,  tho'  the  latter  was 
before,  one  years  Provisions  behind  the  former;  and  because  it  was 
beginning  a  Provision  for  the  Sayment  of  the  Principal  of  the 
Foreien  Debt,  even  before  it  becomes  due,  without  holding  out  any 
intention  of  a  Provision  for  any  part  of  the  Domestic  Debt,  which 
has  been  long  due ;  and  that  this  (untfeoessary  at  present,)  attempt 
to  anticipate  payments,  which  we  have  heretofore  rested  on 
the  Beyenne  System,  recommended  by  the  Aet  of  April,  1783, 
would  be  considered  as  contemplating  the  relinquishment  of  that, 
system  on  the  Establbhment,  which  we  suppose  the  public  credit  so 
much  depends,  k  that  this  Idea  would  have  a  great  tendency  to 
defeat  the  Establishment  of  that  system  now  so  nearly  matured. 

This  being  denied,  we  moved  to  double  the  article  marked  B,  in 
order  to  make  a  Provision  for  the  Domestic  Debt,  proportioned  to 
that  made  for  the  Foreign ;  this  was  also  denied.  We  therefore 
thought  it  our  duty  to  oppose  the  general  question  on  the  Requisi- 
tbn  as  it  stands ;  but  is  was  carried  by  9  or  10  States. 

I  am  streigtened  for  time  &  can  say  no  more  at  the  present 
moment.  This  may  serve  as  information  to  Council,  though  it  does 
not  go  in  official  form. 

I  am  Dear  Sir,  your 

most  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  PETTIT. 
Dtrectedf 

The  Honblo  Charles  Biddle,  Esq. 
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Resolution  op  OoNaKBss — REQtrisrnoNS,  1786. 

By  the  TTDited  States  in  CoDgress  assembled,  Aagnst  2,  1785. 
Resolved,  That  for  the  services  of  the  present  year,  one  thonsaiid 
seven  hundred  and  eighty  sis,  for  the  payment  of  the  interest,  and 
two  installments  of  principal  on  the  French  and  Dutch  loans,  that 
arc  payable  according  to  the  Contracts,  in  the  beginning  of  the  year 
1787,  and  for  the  payment  of  one  year's  interest  on  the  domestic 
debt,  it  will  be  necessary  that  three  millions,  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-seven  thousand,  and  sixty-two  dollars  43-90th,  be  paid  into 
the  common  treasuir,  on  or  before  the  first  day  January  nezt^  to  be 
appropriated  to  the  following  purposes. 

For  the  civil  department,    .  Dollars.     169,352  86 

Military  department, 168,274  50 

Contingencies, 94,294  65 

Indian  affairs, 6,000 

The  department  of  the  geographerj  .        8,958 

FOREIGN  DEBT. 

For  the  payment  of  interest  dm  this 
year  on  the  French  and  Dutch 
loans,  817,985  10 

For  ditto  of  principal  and  interest 
due  in  the  year  1787,  which  ought 
to  be  provided  for  this  year,  1,892,059  17 

For  a  balance  of  interest  due  on 
the  Spanish  loan,  2896  55 

For  one  year's  interest  on  debts  due 
to  foreign  officers,  11,185  55 


Domestic  debt,  one  year's  interest  thereon. 


1,723,629  47 
1,606,560  65 

Dollars,    8,777,062  48 


That  the  QUOTAS  of  the  several  STATES  bo  as  follows  : 


Ncw-TIampshirc, 

Ditto, 
Massachusetts, 

Ditto, 
Rhode-Island, 

Ditto, 
Connecticut, 

Ditto,     .  . 


56,452 

210,370* 

'.      34,613 

Indents. 

56,452 

10,370* 

34,613* 

14*1,474 


Specie. 
76,268 

324,746 

46,764 

191,135 
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Neir-Tork     . 

Ditto, 
New-Jersey, 

Ditto, 
Pennsjlvania, 

Ditto, 
Delawaro, 

Ditto, 
Maryland, 

Ditto, 
Virginia, 

Ditto, 
North-Carolina, 

Ditto, 
Soath-Carolina, 

Ditto, 
Georgia, 


187,434 
89,279* 
219,765* 
24,037 
161,570' 
274,707 
116,749 
103,015 


186,567 
120,619 
296,908 

32,475 
204,775 
371,136 
157,732 
139,017 

23,288 


Ditto, 


17,167 


2,170  430  Specie 
1,606  632  Indents 


Total,  3,777  062 


That  the  foregoing  reqaisition  is  made  in  yirtao  of  the  powers  of 
the  confederation,  and  is  obligatory  on  the  states  as  snch,  and  when 
ptid  shall  be  passed  to  the  ci^it  of  the  states  respectiyely,  on  the 
terms  prescribed  by  the  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  6th  day  of  October, 
1779,  and  shall  be  applied  in  conformity  to  the  statement  in  the 
preceding  part  of  this  requisition  giving  preference  according  to 
the  order  in  which  they  are  placed  in  the  estimate. 

As  one  million,  six  hnndred  and  six  thousand,  five  hundred  and 
lizty  dollars  called  for,  is  to  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  the 
interest  on  the  domestio  debt,  that  the  several  states  be  allowed  to 
discharge  the  same  by  indents  for  interest  on  loan-office  certificates, 
tnd  upon  other  certificates  of  the  liquidated  debts  of  the  United 
States :  And  to  ascertain  the  evidences  of  interest  due  upon  loan- 
office  certificates,  the  holders  thereof  respectively,  shall  be  at  liberty 
to  carry  them  to  the  office  from  which  they  issued,  and  the  holders 
of  other  certificates  of  liquidated  debts  of  the  United  States  to 
carry  the  same  to  the'  loan  office  of  that  state  wherein  they  are  in- 
habitants, or  if  foreigners,  to  any  loan-office,  within  the  United 
States,  and  to  have  the  interest  thereon  settled  and  certified  to  the 
kst  day  of  the  year  1785. 

Provided  that  the  commissioner  of  the  continental  loan  office  in 
any  state,  shall  not  on  any  pretence  whatever,  settle  or  issue  any 
certificate  or  oertifioates,  for  the  interest  due  on;[any  continental  loan, 
office  eertififsate,  or  olber  ^rtiSoaie  of  liquidated  dcbte,  unVaV  ti[i« 
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state  for  which  he  is  continental  loan  officer,  shall  have  paafid  i 
legislative  act  thereby  providing  adequate  funds  for  complying  wUI 
this  requisition ;  nor  shall  the  commissioner  aforesaid,  in  any  atat 
that  shall  have  complied  with  this  requisition,  issue  any  certificate 
or  take  any  other  measure  whereby  a  discrimination  may  be  main 
by  such  state,  between  the  holders  of  loan  office  certificatea  UBaed 
from  his  office,  who  are  citizens  of  that  state,  and  foreignera,  or  thi 
citizens  of  any  other  state  that  shall  have  complied  with  thi 
requisition  :  Provided  always,  that  any  continental  loan  officer  ahal 
issue  certificates  for  interest  as  aforesaid,  due  on  continental  loai 
office  certificates  issued  from  his  office,  and  belonging  to  fonrignen 
and  also  to  the  citizens  of  such  states  as  shall  have  passed  a  legu 
lative  act  complying  with  this  requisition. 

That  every  commissioner  of  the  continental  loan-office,  pimonsl; 
to  settling  and  issuing  certificates  as  aforesaid,  for  the  interest  do 
on  certificates  of  liquidated  debts,  other  than  loan-office  oertifioaiei 
shall  administer  an  oath  or  affirmation,  or  require  a  certificate  signo 
by  one  of  the  persons  whom  the  States  in  which  the  commissione 
reudes,  shall,  in  the  legislative  act  complying  with  this  requisitioi 
appoint,  that  he  has  administered  to  the  owner  or  possessor  of  ever 
such  certificate,  an  oath  or  affirmation,  that  the  same  is  bona  fide  tb 
property  of  the  particular  state  in  which  the  sud  commissioner  re 
sides,  or  of  a  dtisen  or  citizens  of  the  said  State,  or  of  some  corporat 
body  or  charitable  institution  within  the  same,  or  of  some  person  wh 
is  not  a  citizen  of  any  of  the  United  States,  describing  the  oertifieat 
or  certificates  alluded  to  in  every  such  oath  or  affirmation,  in  sue! 
manner  as  shall  be  necessary  to  indentify  the  same,  or  as  may  b 
prescribed  by  the  legislature  of  the  said  state. 

And  for  preventing  the  depreciation  of  certificates  to  be  issued  ■ 
aforesaid,  the  legislature  of  each  state  is  reqmred  to  provide,  in  A 
act  complying  with  this  requisition,  that  if  on  the  first  day  of  Jnlj 
1787,  the  said  state's  quota  of  the  said  certificates  so  to  be  isaneo 
shall  not  be  in  the  hands  of  the  state  treasurer,  or  other  propi 
officer,  the  deficiency  shall  be  collected  and  paid  into  the  continent! 
treasury  in  specie,  which,  when  so  paid,  is  hereby  appropriated  % 
the  redemption  of  such  surplus  certificates. 

That  the  board  of  treasury  furnish  the  several  loan  offices,  will 
certificates  to  be  issued  for  interest  as  aforesaid ;  and  also  with  soel 
checks  and  instructions  as  they  from  time  to  time  shall  judge  necei 
sary  to  prevent  counterfeited  certificates  of  the  debts  from  obtainiUj 
a  settlement  of  interest,  and  to  detect  counterfeit  evidences  of  ink 
rest,  and  thereby  to  avoid  receiving  them  in  discharge  of  tazas 
which  certificates  of  interest  being  parted  with  by  the  holders  o 
the  principal,  shall  be  deemed  evidence  that  he  has  received  satii 
faction  for  the  same;  and  therefore  shall  be  receivable  from  th 
bearer  in  lieu  of  money,  in  the  proportion  of  one  dollar  and  on 
third  in  specie  for  one  dollar  in  indents,  in  any  other  state  in  th 
nnion^  as  well  as  in  the  state  in  which  they  were  issued.     That  th 
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•lile  reeeiriDg  snoh  oertifioates^  and  paying  the  same  into  tbe  public 
tnasvy,  with  a  proportion  of  specie  as  aforesaid,  shall  have  credit 
tkerefor,  which  payment  shall  be  considered  as  a  discharge  of  the 
iBtarett  on  the  domestic  debt,  in  the  proportion  that  each  state  avails 
itself  of  the  said  certificates  of  interest.  That  all  loan  office  certifi- 
cates issued  after  the  first  day  of  March,  1778,  shall  be  reduced  to 
thdr  spede  value,  conformably  to  the  resolution  of  Congress  of 
the  28tk  June,  1780,  and  the  interest  shall  be  ascertained  and 
settled  agreeably  to  the  specie  value  of  the  certificate. 

Provi&d,  that  so  far  as  relates  to  the  state  of  South-Carolina,  this 
Tsiiiumtion  be  considered  as  including  one  million  of  dollars,-  being 
that  part  of  the  requisitioo  of  the  80th  October,  1781,  which  hath 
heretofore  remained  uncalled  fbr,  so  far  as  to  entitle  the  said  state  to 
the  benefit  of  paying  the  same  in,  such  manner  as  she  was  entitled  to 
.^  pay  her  quota  of  the  said  requisition. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Secy. 

AaOfSeu, 

Resolutions  of  Congress  respecting  supplies  for  the  present  year 
Istercst  on  foreign  debt  &c.,  Oct.  30  1786,  referred  to  Committee 
OB  Ways  &  means. 


Chas.  Pettit  to  Pres.  Franklin,  1786. 

New  York,  4th  August,  1786. 
Sir, 

In  a  joint  Letter  which  Col.  Bayard  &  myself  did  ourselves  the 
Honour  to  address  to  your  Excelleocy  the  26th  of  last  Month,  we 
proposed  at  a  future  Time  to  state  to  your  Excellency  the  Heads  of 
the  Arguments  used  in  the  Debate  on  the  Report  of  the  Board  of 
Treasury  recommending  a  Continuation  of  tbe  Issuing  of  Indents 
of  Interest  in  PennsylTania.  That  Statement  I  have  the  Honour 
to  transmit  herewith. 

Testerday  a  requisition  on  the  States  for  supplies  for  the  year 
1786,  was  agreed  to  in  Congress ',  it  is  now  in  the  Press  &  will  be 
oSdally  transmitted  to  the  States  by  the  Secretary. 
I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

with  the  greatest  Bespect 

your  Excellency's  most  obedient 

&  most  humble  Servant, 

CHA.  PETTIT. 
DineUd 
His  l^odJcpej,  Bgojamln  FnnkUa. 
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The  Hei)ort  of  the  iioarJ  of  Treasury''-  tcndcriDg  a  Resolve  that 
thej  "  be  aathorizecL  and  directed  to  give  Orders  for  the  Continiu- 
tion  of  the  Inae  of  Indente  of  Interest  in  the  State  of  Pennajlfania 
agreeably  to  the  Beqaisition  of  the  27th  of  September  Itmt"  Ao^i 
being  read|  it  was  moved  that  the  same  be  referred  to  the  Boaid  to 
take  order. 

This  was  thought  to  be  the  best  mode  of  disposing  of  the  Businesiy 
as  it  would  restore  the  matter  to  the  original  Footing  on  whieh  it 
stood  on  the  first  act  of  the  Board  acknowledging  the  oomplianoe  of 
the  State  with  the  Bequisition  and  directing  the  Payment  of  Interest 
accordingly,  without  placing  on  the  Journals  any  Becord  of  the 
versatile  Conduct  which  had  taken  Place.  And  as  the  Proviso  in 
the  proposed  Besolution  left  the  Claim  of  the  State,  as  to  the  86,658 
Dollars,  undecided  upon,  and  it  was  thence  supposed  that  little  or 
no  opposition  would  bo  made  to  the  motion,  it  was  thought  best  not 
to  invite  it  by  stating  arguments  in  favour  of  the  motion  unless  they'  ' 
should  bo  rendered  necessary  in  answer  to  objections. 

The  motion  was  objected  to  as  unreasonable,  unjust  and  impolitic. 

Unreasonable,  1st,  Because  from  the  words  of  the  Bequisition  of 
the  27  &  28th  of  April,  1781,  it  was  plain  that  the  one  fourth  to 
be  discounted  in  Certificates  of  Interest  related  only  to  one  fourth 
of  the  Balance  then  remaining  unpaid  of  the  four  millions,  whereas 
the  Discount  demanded  by  the  State  was  one  fourth  of  their  whole 
Quota  of  the  four  Millions.  2dly,  Because  no  other  State  had  made 
a  like  Demand.  3dly,  Because  the  present  debilitated  State  of  the 
Finances  would  not  admit  of  such  a  Deduction  from  the  Specie 
Claims  of  the  United  States. 

Unjust,  1st,  Because  tt  was  well  known  that  the  Sums  which  had 
been  paid  by  the  several  States  on  account  of  the  eight  millioa 
Bequisition  previous  to  the  Statement  accompanying  the  Bequisi- 
tion of  1784,  had  been  consumed  in  the  Service  of  former  yearss 
and  that  three  fourths  of  the  Balance  remaining  of  the  moiety  of 
the  eight  millions,  had  been  relied  upon  in  Specie,  by  the  assent  ft 
approbation  of  all  the  States,  Pennsylvania  included.  2dly,  That 
opening  the  Loan  office  in  Pennsylvania  would  let  loose  a  Flood  of 
Facilities  tp  inundate  the  other  States,  whereby  the  Citizens  of 
Pennsylvania  would  derive  a  Benefit  to  which  they  were  not  intitled 
till  they  should  have  fully  complied  with  the  Bequisition. 

Impolitic — Ist,  Because  if  this  Discount  were  allowed  to  Penn- 
sylvania,  it  must  of  course  be  allowed  to  other  States  in  the  same 
Proportion,  which  would  occasion  a  Deduction  of  between  three  & 
four  hundred  thousand  dollars  from  the  Sum  in  Specie  paid  into  or 
demandable  by  the  federal  Treasury  on  that  Bequisition. 

2dly,  That  the  meaning  of  Congress  as  to  this  Point,  in  the  Act 
of  April  1784,  being  plain,  and  not  objected  to  at  any  Time  since, 
but  by  Pennsylvania,  it  became  Congress  to  persist  in  the  Measure 
if  it  were  only  to  avoid  the  Charge  of  versatility ;  but  when  it  was 
considered  tbat  the  yielding  of  this  Point  to  Pennsylvania  ueocssarily 
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iorohcd  the  admission  of  the  like  claim  from  other  States,  the  Cir- 
cumstances of  the  Treasury  forbid  any  Relaxation. 

Sdlj,  If  the  State  should  now  gain  her  Point  in  getting  her  Pay- 
ments acknowledged  and  entered  in  the  way  she  was  aiming  at,  it 
woald  not  be  in  the  Power  of  Googress  hereafter  to  control  tho 
adjustment  of  the  Payments  under  the  Requisition  of  1784  as  they 
OQsht  to  be  adjusted — That  the  payment  in  Facilities  was  a  dcsire- 
ibte  object  to  the  State,  and  if  Congress  were  firm  on  this  Occasion, 
the  State  would  comply  with  the  Specie  Payment  in  order  to  avail 
herself  of  the  Payments  in  Facilities. 

It  was  answered  on  the  part  of  Pennsylvania. 

That  the  claim  of  the  State  to  have  tho  86,658  Dols.  placed  to  the 
toconnt  of  Facilities,  was  certainly  reasonable,  Ix^cause  it  was  founded 
in  the  highest  £quity,  &  therefore  it  would  be  good  Policy  to  admit 
it.  That  to  reject  it  would  in  fact  be  an  act  of  ill  policy  as  well  as 
Injustice:  it  would  be  punishing  the  most  forward  State  in  the 
Union  in  her  Payments,  merely  for  her  forwardness,  and  rewarding 
the  more  backward  States  for  their  Delinquency. 

But  that  as  the  Decision  of  this  Point  was  expressly  waved  by 
the  proposed  Resolution,  it  was  not  necessary  now  to  go  into  the 
Argument  upon  it;  but  to  consider  the  Purport  and  Effect  of  the 
Resolution  in  {other  Respects,  Icavmg  this  Point  to  be  discussed 
bcreafter — and  if  this  resolution  should  be  agreed  to,  the  Discussion 
night  probably  be  made  with  good  Temper  and  an  accommodating 
Disposition;  but  if  otherwise,  Disgu&t  and  Sourness  might  take 
Jilace  which  might  be  highly  injurious  to  public  measures.  That 
Pennsylvania  had  hitherto  been  among  the  foremost  of  the  States  in 
acceding  to  and  promoting  federal  Measures,  and  had  decidedly  led 
the  way  in  Contributions  of  Money :  it  was  the  wish  of  her  Citizens 
that  she  should  continue  to  do  so : — but  they  had  some  knowledge 
of  their  Rights,  and  were  not  insensible  to  Indignities.  They  felt 
the  late  order  for  suspending  the  operations  in  the  Loan  Office  as 
iudelicate  as  well  as  unjust.  Even  admitting  that  the  act  of  March 
last  mi'jhi  be  so  construed  as  to  fall  short  of  a  full  compliance  with 
the  Requisition  of  September  1785,  yet  (as  was  now  admitted  by 
the  Board  of  Treasury  themselves)  it  miyht  be  so  construed  as  to 
make  a  full  Provision  for  that  Rc(]ui.sition;  and  having  been  at  first 
so  construed  and  acted  upon,  the  mode  taken  to  bring  the  State  into 
a  Compliance  which  they  deemed  unjust,  savoured  too  much  of 
Indelicacy  &  Disrespect  to  have  a  conciliatory  Effect,  i)ut  might  and 
probably  would  irritate  k  offend  if  not  corrected  as  early  as  possible. 

That  it  was  evident  from  every  circumstance  that  the  Legislature 
intended,  by  their  Act  of  March  last,  a  full  compliance  with  the 
Requisition  of  Sept'r  1785,  whatever  might  be  their  view  a|  to 
former  Requisitions.  It  was  also  clearly  evident  that  the  Deficiency 
charged  on  the  State  related  entirely  to  a  former  Requisition,  and 
OQght  not  to  be  considered  as  at  all  affecting  the  latter ;  it  was  there- 
iorc  by  a  dibiugcuuous  &  illiberal  Construction  of  lUc  A^^^t  v>t 
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Araembly,  that  it  was  declared  to  be  an  insafficieDt  compliance  witl 
the  Requisition  which  was  its  immediate  object;  and  the  insistini 
on  that  Construction  betrayed  a  Disposition  towards  the  State  whiol 
her  comparative  merit  as  a  member  of  the  Union  was  far  from  de 
scrviog.  That  the  Resolution  under  Consideration  wonld  leave  thi 
Dispute  concerning  the  86,658  Dollars  on  fair  and  Proper  Qronni 
for  future  Discussion  without  injury  to  either  side  of  the  QueBtioi 
If  therefore  the  Proposition  should  be  rejected,  on  what  motiT^ 
could  it  be  accounted  for  that  would  not  savour  more  of  that  narrov 
vindistive  Spirit  which  too  often  attends  the  Bickerings  of  Indi 
viduals,  than  of  that  liberality  and  candour  which  should  alway 
mark  the  Conduct  of  States. 

That  the  Board  of  Treasury  had,  by  their  Report,  manifested  i 
Desire  to  correct  the  Error  they  had  committed ;  but  having  offi 
cially  communicated  the  obnoxious  measure  to  Congress,  they  con 
sidered  an  Order  of  the  House  necessary  to  enable  them  to  prooeei 
io  it.  The  matter  therefore  now  rested  with  Congress,  and  how  fa 
it  would  be  proper  to  turn  into  Coolness  and  Disgust  the  federa 
ardor  of  a  State  which  had  been,  and  might  be  continued  to  be, ; 
liberally  yielding  Source  of  Supplies,  and  that  too  on  a  mer 
punctilio  which  had  been  abandoned  by  the  Board  who  bronght  i 
into  View,  must  be  submitted  to  their  wisdom  &  Prudence. 

Note^ — ^These  arguments  were  not  delivered  in  the  order  in  whid 
they  are  here  arranged,  but  were  brought  forth  in  a  conrsa  o 
Answers,  Replies,  Rejoinders,  &c.,  and  aro-now  stated  from  memor 
in  such  order  as  to  convey  the  Intention,  of  the  Speakers  witl 
tolerable  Precision. 

By  Mr.  Smith's  Return  there  appears  to  be,  of  the  ^^  ths  of  th 
new  Emissions,  at  the  Disposal  of  the  United  States,  viz'. 

At  Liberty  by  the  Rec'  of  old  Emissions  from  the  ) 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  to  the  of  Aug*  1786  j  57,607  4! 

Will  be  at  Liberty  when  the  States  shall  have  paid  ) 
in  the  Balance  of  old  Emissions  j  28,839  5 


86,447 
Of  which  there  remains  due  to  the  State  on  ace*  of  ) 
the  390,000  Dolhirs  exchanged  for  the  Sute  Emissions  j  78,642 


^Balance  remaining  at  the  Disposal  of  the  U.  S.  7,805 

It  is  proposed  that  this  7,805  Dollars  shall  be  immediately  at  th 
Disposal  of  the  United  States,  on  Condition  that  they  neither  claii 
noi^issue  any  part  of  the  above  mentioned  78,642  Dollars. 

And  as  the  said  sum  of  78,642  Dollars  has  been  paid  over  to  th 
State  in  Bills  of  the  State  of  1781— that  the  said  Bills  of  1781  b 
repaid  to  the  U.  States,  or  debited  to  the  State  of  Penns*  in  th 
^'cucral  account  at  the  foption  of  the  U.  States,  they  paying  to  th 
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Stale  of  Penns*  the  like  Sam  of  7Sfii2  Dollora  in  the  new  Emission 
soney  of  17S0. 
Notes  tdded  since. 

*  Note. — ^This  Balance  is  supposed  to  arise  from  some  of  the 
mrrants  not  being  fully  paid  which  were  estimated  in  the  208,000 
Dollars  supposed  to  be  appropriated  before  the  negotiation  of  the 
390,000  Dola. 

f  This  option  was  proposed  in  order  to  soften  Feelings,  and  was 
ID  onderstood  at  the  Time — But  it  was  nevertheless  expected,  and 
BO  nnderatood  also,  that  the  option  would  bo  decided  aooordiog  to 
the  Desire  of  the  State. 


Wm,  Hooker  Smith  to  V.  P.  Biddlb,  1786. 

WiomiDg,  Aug.  lOth^  1786. 


'i 


We  hear  that  Gapt'n  Schoota  is  this  day  set  out  for  Philada.,  we 
Expect  in  order  to  ask  for  Protection  for  Corn'l  John  Frankling  and 
Major  John  Jinkins,  in  order  to  attend  the  Assembly  as  Agents ; 
we  are  at  this  time  in  Great  Confusion,  the  Conduct  of  Capt'n 
Shoots  is  araasing  to  us,  he  appears  of  Late  to  bo  on  the  side  of 
Allin,  Franklin,  Jinking,  &  associates,  he  has  In  listed  himself  in 
Proprietors,  wrights  Pritty  Jjargly  &  is  Pndling  about  with  Franklin 
k  Jinkins  in  the  Land  Jobing  way  ;  under  the  Susquehanna  Pro- 
prietors, on  Satterday  the  fifteenth  of  July,  I  sot  out  from  Wioming, 
on  a  journey  to  Jersey,  I  spoke  with  Fnmklin  in  the  morning  as  I 
lot  oot,  who  informed  me  that  he  had  wrote  a  number  of  advertise- 
ments, to  call  the  people  together  Some  Day  on  the  last  of  the 
nonth,  I  told  him  that  I  should  be  back  in  eight  days ;  I  Expected 
18  soon  as  I  was  absent  Frankling  altered  the  advertismonts,  called  on 
the  people  to  meet  on  this  Day,  the  20th,  whilst  I  was  absent,  the 
woming  was  two  short  for  the  people  in  this  long  Settlement,  to 
have  general  notice,  only  a  few,  I  am  informed  met^  they  were  called 
vpon  to  attend  to  bisness,  Frankling  Read  to  the  people,  what  fue 
there  was,  the  votes  of  the  Susquehanna  Company,  who  met  of  late, 
and  desired  that  the  people  would  adopt  them  by  passing  them  into 
votes  hear^  on  this  the  settlers  withdrew  all  to  a  very  fue,  Frankling 
k  Jinkins  Pushed  on  the  bisness.  I  am  Credcbally  informed  that 
there  was  not  more  than  25,  which  voted  &  most  of  them  straglers. 
Jinkins  gave  out  such  threatening  words,  that  no  man  present  dare 
apose,  Jiokins  declared  that  if  any  man  in  the  S3ttlement  did  op- 
pose the  doings  of  that  meeting  he  would  distroy  him.  John  Jin- 
kins swore  in  the  most  sollemn  manner,  that  in  case  the  people 
should  constitute  or  appoint  any  other  agent  than  what  should  be 
ehosen  by  that  meeting ;  that  day  he  would  send  them  to  the  fiteniall 
fihsdei  of  Darkaea^  and  that  be  knew  be  could  rase  a  paxl3  Xo 
Fo£,  XLS 
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assist  hiiD^  &  that  he  would  Distroy  Both  men,  woman  and  children 
ho  would  not  spare  the  lives  of  any  one,  Little  or  Oreat^  and  hi 
would  take  their  cfTocts  to  himself.  Refer  to  the  inclosed^  which  wai 
handed  to  me ;  They  chose  at  that  meeting  Franklins  and  Jinkini 
for  agents ;  They  have  the  sword  in  their  hands,  Frankling  is  i 
Colonel,  and  Jinkins  Major ;  the  settlers  eannot  make  any  Defence, 
they  have  been  deprived  of  their  armes,  the  half  share  men  are  wdJ 
armed,  thirty  of  them  can  destroy  the  whole  settlement.  The 
former  part  of  this  Letter  I  wrote  at  Wioming ;  I  am  on  tho  tract 
of  Capt'n  Schoot,  &  this  day  at  Hellers  at  wind  Gap ;  when  I  beeav 
this  letter  I  expected  to  have  sent  it  by  a  young  mann  my  Neigh* 
bourhood ;  if  these  men  should  get  protection  from  Council,  i\ 
will  disharten  the  settlers,  they  are  pot  chosen  by  the  settlers,  il 
they  come  under  your  Protection  it  will  be  their  designe  to  affroni 
you,  &  bring  on  a  Ruptnre.  The  Susquehanna  Compan]^  have  yoted  tc 
give  the  west  branch  people  their  lands,  by  this  they  expect  one 
thousand  men  from  thence  to  assist  one  Hue  Forgeman  has  been 
of  late  at  Wioming,  who  lives  now  at  Dellaware,  he  has  formerl] 
been  a  justice  at  Wioming  under  Connecticut,  he  saith  that  when 
Ever  Franklin  calls  he  can  have  from  that  Neighborhood  five  or  aiSi 
hundred  men^  Franklin  and  associates  brag  that  they  can  have  fron 
west  Branch  1000,  from  Delaware  500,  from  Varmount  1000,  sueh 
Reports  intimidate  the  people.  Notwithstanding  there  is  yet  virtnt 
in  most  of  the  settlers.  1  have]  copyed  Hamiltons  Letters  and 
spread  them  in  the  settlement,  which  is  not  only  economising  bnl 
Stimulates,  when  1  left,  the  people  were  all  in  a  Tumult.  I  havs 
Drawn  a  Petition  to  offer  to  the  Assembly,  which  was  signing  briskly 
when  1  left.  The  settlers  in  general  fix  on  me  as  their  agent.  I 
Expect  to  Receive  from  them  in  a  few  Days,  the  Petition  and  a 
Power  of  agency,  and  Instructions  to  the  Assembly.  Franklin  has 
had  of  Late  a  Request  of  Powder ;  we  had  throe  Cannon  at  Wionh 
ing,  which  is  Either  secreted,  or  sent  to  Tioga.  The  principal 
agents  against  Government  are,  John  Franklin,  John  JinkioSi 
James  Fin,  Christopher  Holbert;  they  have  voted  against  taking 
the  Laws;  they  have  pursuaded  the  people  against  Government 
You  will  observe  the  inclosed  Letters.  1  fear  my  family  will  be 
Destroyed  j  I  Daro  not  go  to  Wioming  at  present ;  people  can  be 
had  plenty  against  the  above  persons.  If  they  could  be  brought  tc 
justice,  or  removed,  tho  people  would  soon  be  quiet.  If  youi 
Honors  should  want  any  Inteligonco  from  mc,  before  I  come  to  the 
Assembly,  I  may  be  found  cither  at  Hellers,  ut  wind  Gap,  or  a< 
Colonal  Strouds. 

Dear  Sir,  I  am, 

your  Honors  most 

obdt.  Hble.  Servant, 
Hellers,  Aug.  11, 1786.  WM.  HOOKER  SMITH. 

Dirrcted, 
Vice  l^rcsident.  P.S. — Turn  over. 
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P.  S.— If  the  Wioming  Drntnrbaiioe  should  oome  to  an  open  rop* 
tBTOi  if  Iroope  ehoold  he  sent  to  enforce  the  laws,  Doct'r  Smith  begs 
ikt  the  friends  to  GoTernment  may  not  su£Fer  with  the  disobedient 
Iihonld  wish  to  go  with  them,  or  at  least  be  permitted  to  gife  in  a 
lot  of  Names  of  snoh  w  are  friendsi  &  beg  for  Proteetion,  as  to  my 
own  part^  I  am  Deyoted  &  at  yoor  honors  Servioe,  I  wish  for  Bega« 
hrity,  oidtr&  an  Introduotion  of  the  Laws. 

W.  H.  SMITH. 


A  Bit  AH  AM  WbBTBROCK^  &0.,  TO  Y.  P.  BiDDLB,  1786. 

Honr'd  SiFi 

This  oomes  by  Doctor  Smith,  who  is  obliged  to  fly.  Franklin  t 
Ik  party  have  knowledge  of  his  informing  Government  of  Hamil- 
toa'a  Ldtersi  Frviklin  &  Jinkins  have  given  out  most  shookioff 
tkreateniDgSy  as  to  the  meeting  which  Franklin  warned  of  Late,  and 
Froeeedings,  and  as  to  every  particular  transacted  hear,  refer  to  the 
Doelor ;  we  feel  ourselves  sensably  bound  by  our  oath  of  fidelity  to 
the  States,  and  in  Conscience  as  Honest  men,  to  Declare  against  the 
Fkooaedings  of  Franklin  &  Jinkins,  and  as  we  Expect  soon  to  oome 
I  to  an  open  Biipture ;  the  Doctor  has  Drawn  a  Petition  which  is 
i  BOV  signing,  &  the  Letters  from  Hamilton  are  Public,  we  are  deter* 
[  Biaed  to  act  on  the  Honest  side,  if  the  oposite  party  should  prove 
to  hard  Cor  us^  we  hope  we  shall  Receive  assistance  from  Govern* 
Bent 

Honored  Sir,  we  are 

Devoted  &  your  Honors 

obdt.  Humble  Servants, 

ABRAHAM  WBSTBROCK, 
SAMUEL  HOUER. 

Plapers  transmitted  by  Wm.  Montgomery,  Esq.,  &c.,  relating  to 
the  Wyoming  business,  &o.,  to  be  laid  before  a  Committee  of  tho 
House,  for  private  inspection. 
JXreetedf 

To  Charles  Biddle,  Bsq'r,  Vice  President  of  the  Supreme  Ex- 
eeative  Coundl^  in  his  absence  to  the  President. 


A  MEETING  KESPECTINQ   WYOMING,   1786. 

At  a  meeting  held  at  the  house  of  Abel  Gcranton,  July  the  20th, 
178G,  Jeames  Fieu,  Moderator. 

In  the  first  plase  Franklin  read  the  Doings  of  the  Meeting  Latly 
held  at  Hartford  by  the  Susquchannah  Company,  at  which  a*^  Com- 
pany voted  that  all  Iha^  was  scUed  on  the  West  Branch  nndet  Vcii- 
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Bylf  ania  ehoaM  hold  Adr  Lands,  and  tLat  all  that  waa  on  the  Baal 
Branoh  should  hold  the  Country  for  the  a*  Gompanj,  and  a*  Companj 
would  auport  8^  setlers  to  hold  a*  Landa  for  the  Oonnectieut  Olaimanto. 
and  those  on,  should  veinreaent  the  whole.  Franklin  and  Beacl 
then  Did  Solemnly  Deolair  that  Oongris  had  not  setled  nothing  ii 
regard  to  the  write  of  Soil  as  some  had  reported,  But  quite  tlii 
reverce  for  Oonnitieout  waa  Determin'd  to  have  another  ttyal,  fti 
Jurisdiction,  Purhaps  that  would  not  Com  on  soon  as  Pensylyanii 
would  allow  the  Peopel  the  Whole  purohais  and  the  Lavrs  of  if 
State  it  would  be  Best  to  accept  for  the  present. 

Obediah  Gkwe,  had  a  number  of  votea  done  ready  for  the  peo^ 
to  Yoto  to  in  s*  meeting  which  was  that  the  peopel  had  good  writi 
to  their  Lands  and  that  the  Connitiecut  Purchis  was  good,  and  aathen 
tick  and  the  settlers  hear  should  hold  the  whole  of  the  Indian  Porehi 
for  the  Connitiecut  Clameants,  and  Franklin  said  that  if  anr  Hai 
should  fall  of  from  that  and  take  this  Land,  his,  under  the  wdt  o 
Pynsylvenia  he  should  look  upon  to  Be  a  Peijired  Person  and  gfult) 
of  Perjury,  in  the  highest  Sort,  the  agents  that  should  be  chosen  m 
8^  meeting  should  haye  their  instruction  not  to  take  up  with  nothin| 
Short  of  Uie  whole  Purchis,  this  was  yoted  in  the  meeting,  By  abon 
20  or  80  and  them  Mostly  half  Shear  men,  and  perhapi  but  fne  o 
them  that  have  eyer  taken  the  oath  of  fidelity,  s*  Gore,  Franklin  anc 
Beach  told  the  meeting  that  in  case  they  gave  up  their  Indian  Deed, 
they  would  Be  all  turned  of  amodiately,  and  that  if  Pynsylvenii 
had  granted  a  County  Last  Session,  No  Doubt,  But  they  wouk 
graut  the  whole  the  Next. 

John  Jinkins  then  swore  in  the  Most  Sacred  Manner  that  in  cas( 
that  the  Peopel  should  Constitute  or  appoint  any  other  agent,  Bni 
what  should  Be  chosen  by  that  meating  that  Day,  he  would  Senc 
them  to  the  Eternal  Shadca  of  Darkcness  and  that  he  koew  he  conk 
raise  a  party  to  assist  him  at  any  time  he  wanted,  and  that  he  wouk 
Destroy  Both  man,  woman  and  children,  of  all  such  persona  he  woulc 
not  spair  the  Life  of  one  either  Small,  or  Great,  and  would  take  theii 
efibcts  to  himselfe. 

Agents  Chosen  at  s'  Meeting  to  represent  this  Settlement  at  Ai 
August  Session. 

JOHN  FRANKLIN, 
JOHN  JINKINS, 
GILES  SLOKEM,  Director.* 
The  above  writer  was  afrado  to  pot  his  name,  but  what  he  h« 
asserted  can  be  proved  by  a  number  present 

*  Tho  foregoing  paper  is  bo  badly  writton  that  it  is  difficult  to  dccjpber  it 
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Earbb  db  Marbois  to  Pbes.  Franklin,  1786. 

Translation. 

PhUad*,  Ang*  10, 1786. 
Sir, 

For  more  than  a  year  past  the  French  Merchants  of  this  City  have 
ipplj'd  to  me,  to  know  if  they  were  oblig'd  to  appear  under  Arms 
with  the  Militia;  and  they  have  at  different  Umes  reqaested  me  to 
make  such  Representations  on  the  Sabject  as  I  should  judge  proper, 
IS  well  to  the  Predecessor  of  your  Excell^  as  to  yourself  I  have 
ilways  answered  them,  that  as  I  did  not  see  any  Attempt  made  to 
force  them  to  this  kind  of  Service,  I  should  think  it  indiscreet  to 
troaUe  the  Executive  Branch  of  Grovemment  with  Reclamations 
that  did  not  seem  to  have  any  Foundation.  But  it  now  appears  that 
the  Captains  of  the  Militia  are  become  more  risorous  than  heretofore, 
ind  some  among  them  require  the  French  Merchants  not  only  to 
ippear  at  the  present  Reviews,  but  to  pay  Fines  for  their  former 
Absences. 

As  the  Treaty  of  Commerce  between  France  and  the  United  States 
of  America,  leaves  scarce  any  doubt  respecting  the  perfect  Reciprocity 
with  which  the  Subjects  of  the  two  Nations  ought  to  be  treated,  and 
t!iat  never  any  American  Merchant  has  been  molested  in  France  on 
Aeooont  of  the  Militia,  I  dare  hope  that  your  Excels  would  be 
pleased  to  take  into  Consideration  the  Representations  which  I  havo 
the  honour  to  make  in  behalf  of  the  French  Merchants,  and  to  take 
such  Measures  as  you  may  judge  proper  for  preventing  their  being 
hereafter  troubled  on  that  Subject. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  Rcsnect, 

Your  Excellency's  most  humble, 
&  most  obed't  Servant. 

BARBE  BE  MARBOIS. 


Proposals  Respecting  Donation  Land  Lottery,  1786. 

To  His  Exeellency  the  president  and  the  honorable  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council. 

The  subscriber  begs  leave  to  propose  to  the  honorable  Council, 
that  if  they  find  occasion  to  employ  a  person  to  prepare  (under  their 
direction)  the  Ix>ttery  for  distribution  of  the  donation  lands,  to 
make  out  the  patents,  keep  registers  of  the  applicants  &c.,  he  would 
for  a  moderate  compensation  undertake  the  bussiness,  should  such 
Gerriee  be  found  necessary  &  this  proposal  be  approved  the  com- 
mands of  the  honorable  Board  or  a  committee  thereof  will  be  faith« 
full  J  executed  by,        Their  most  obedient, 

Mud  moat  bumble  Servant, 

mhtdeJpblB;  AugoBi  21,  1786.  GRIFFETH  EVANS. 
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Sec'y  op  Congress  to  Prbs.  Franklin,  1786. 
CSxmiltr. 

Office  of  Secretary  of  CongreBS,  August  23*,  1786. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  transmittiDg  to  your  Excellency  herewith 
enclosed  two  copies  of  the  continuation  of  the  Journal  of  Congieas 
from  the  l"*  June  to  8*^  of  the  present  month,  one  for  the  Executif  Cj 
the  other  for  the  Legislative  branch  of  Government 
With  the  greatest  respect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  Ezcellcney's 

Most  obedient  &  most  humble  serv*. 
CHA.  THOMSON. 
Directed^ 
To  His  Excellency  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


Besolution  ov  GONOBEeS. 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled. 

August  23d,  1786. 

On  the  report  of  a  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  report  of 
the  Board  of  Treasury  relative  to  the  issue  of  Indents  to  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania. 

Besolved,  That  the  acts  of  Congress  of  the  27th  and  28th  of 
April,  1784,  do  not  authorise  any  state  to  pay  certificates  or  discounts 
of  Interest,  on  the  domestic  debt,  to  an  amount  exceeding  one- 
quarter  part  of  the  sums  or  balances  then  due  from  the  several 
States  to  complete  a  moiety  of  the  requisition  of  the  30th  Ootoberi 
1781,  for  eight  million  of  dollars. 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  Of  Treasury  be,  and  hereby  are  autho- 
rised and  directed  to  give  orders  for  the  continuation  of  the  iasoe  of 
Indents  of  Interest  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  agreeably  to  the 
Bequisition  of  the  27th  September  last;  provided  that  suoh  emis- 
sion of  Indents  be  not  considered  as  warranting  that  construction 
of  the  Bequisition  of  the  27th  &  28th  of  April,  1784,  which  the 
State  has  thought  proper  to  make,  and  by  which  constmotion 
86,658  dollars  m  specie  due  to  the  United  States  ttpon  that  reqnisi- 
lion  has  not  been  provided  for  in  the  Legislative  Act  of  the  said 
State  of  the  8th  March  last. 

CHAS.  THOMSON,  Secy. 
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SicBBTABT  OF  CoffaRsss  TO  Fkbs.  Frankleet,  1786. 

Offioe  of  the  Secretary  of  Congress, 

AugOBt  25tlL  1786. 
5r, 

I  have  the  honot  of  forwarding  to  your  Bzcelleney  herewith 
wdoeed  an  act  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  directing 
the  board  of  treasury  to  give  orders  for  a  continuation  of  the  issue 
tf  Indeota  for  Interest  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  agreeably  to  the 
nqoiaition  of  the  27th  Sept.  last. 

with  the  greatest  respect^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
yojur  Excellency  most  obedienly 

&  most  humble  ServL 

CHA.  THOMSON. 
DincUdf 

His  Excellency  Benj.  Franklin,  President  of  the  Commonwealth 
tf  Pennsylvania. 


A  State  of  the  Representation  in  Conorbss,  1786. 

A  State  of  the  Representation  in  Congress,  for  the  Month  of 
Aogost  1786;  pursuant  to  the  act  of  17th  August,  1785. 

Members  in  Town, 


New-Hampshire| 
Mr.  Livcrmore, 
Mr.  Long, 

Maasachttsotts, 
Mr.  Gorham, 
Mr.  King, 
Mr.  Sedgwick, 

Rhode-Island; 
Mr.  Manning, 
Mr.  MiUer; 

Connecticut, 
Mr.  Johnson, 
Mr.  Sturges, 

New-York, 
Mr.  Ebring, 
Mr.  Laurence, 
Mr  Smith, 


Now-Jorsey 

Mr.  Cadwalladcr, 
Mr.  Symmcs, 
Mr.  Ilomblower, 

Pennsylvania, 

Mr.  Pettit, 
Mr.  Bayard, 
Mr.  St  Clair, 

Delaware, 


Maryland, 
Mr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Hindman, 
Mr.  Harrison, 
Mr*  Ramsay, 


fiS  fSNNSTLYAHU  ABCHIVBS  VIM, 

yirginia^  South-Carolinai 

Mr.  Grajsoiii  Mr.  Ball^ 

Mr.  Monroei  Mn  Pickaeji 

Mr.  CarriDgtoDj  Mr.  Huger, 

Mr.  Le^  Mr.  Parker, 

North-C^rolinti  Georgia, 

Mr.  Bloodworthi  Mr.  HoostoaOi 

Mr.  White,  Mr.  Few, 

The  States  repreoented  were  all  present  except  Delaware  throngl 
out  the  montlu 


C0MMI88IONIB8  ON    WSST  BOUNDART  TO   COUNCIL,   1786. 

Western  boandary  of  Pennsylva.  Sept.  3d,  1786. 
Gentienien, 

We  beg  leave  to  inform  GouDcils  That  the  Line  of  the  Wester 
boundary  of  the  State  is  extended  from  the  Sonth  West  G<»tier  On 
hundred  &  forty  Three  Miles,  and  hope  to  compleat  it  by  the  fin 
of  next  Month. 

We  are  now  on  Waters  running  Northward,  but  have  no  infoi 
mation  of  the  dis^anoe  to  the  Lako. 

The  Indians  appear  friendly  and  have  expressed  no  dissatbfiictioi 
to  our  running  the  Line. 

We  are  with  Bespeoti  Gentlemen, 

your  obedt.  Servt. 
ANDREW  PORTBB, 
ALEXANDBR  McCLEAN. 


John  Franklin  &  John  Jbnkins  to  Fi^is.  Franklin. 

1786. 

Philadelphia,  Sept  4th,  1786. 
Sir, 

We  have  the  honour  to  inform  your  Excellency  and  the  Honbl 
Council  that  your  letter  of  the  21st  of  August  last,"**  under  the  han< 
of  your  Excellency  and  Seal  of  the  State,  granting  Protection  t 
the  agents  for  the  settlers  of  Wyoming — we  received — ^pursuab 
thereto,  we  arrived  at  this  City  last  evening  for  the  purpose  of  Be 
presenting  the  said  settlers  in  Council  and  Assembly  according  t 
our  appointment  and  agency. 

We  shall  feel  ourselves  happy  to  have  a  hearing  in  answer  to  an^ 
Grimei  alledged  against  the  p^ple  we  have  the  honour  to  Bepreeent,  i 

*  See  page,  14. 
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to  lij  BDcb  matters  before  the  Honble  Cooneil  or  ABsembly  as  sball 
be  agreeable  to  the  Instnictions  GiTen  us,  by  oar  Gonstitoents,  and 
produotife  of  tbe^^eral  good  of  the  whole ;  at  suoh  times  as  an 
opportunity  shall  offer,  eonsistent  with  Decencyi  role  and  good 
orier. 

We  are  may  it  please  yonr 

Ezoellcncy  yonr  most 

obdt.  k  hble.  Servants, 

JOHN  FRANKLIN, 
JOHN  JENKINS. 
Direetedj 

Hifl  EzoeDencyi  Benjamin  Franklin,  President  in  Conndli  Phila- 
delphia. 

F.  HOPKIKSON  TO  SUPBSJIB  EXBCUTIVE  COUNCIL,  1786. 

To  His  Ezoellenoy  the  President  &  Honourable  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

James  Kennard,  one  of  the  Delaware  Pilots  has  put  Into  my  pos- 
session, as  Judge  of  the  Admiralty,  a  small  Sloop  &  a  Negroe  Boy, 
belonging,  as  it  is  said,  to  David  King  &  William  McDowall  of  the 
Island  *of  Antigua,  &  from  them  piratically  taken  by  the  mate  & 
brought  into  Delaware  Bay,  where  the  mate,  after  taking  out  tho 
Captain's  Chest  &  plundering  tho  Cabbio,  left  her  with  only  this 
Negroe  Boy  on  Board.  You  will  find  tho  Circumstances  of  this 
Case  more  particularly  set  forth  in  the  enclosed  copies  of  the  exami- 
nations I  have  taken  of  the  Pilot  &  Boy. 

By  the  Register  of  this  Vessel  it  appears  that  the  mate's  name  is 
James  Burn,  &  by  the  Pilot's  account  he  must  probably  have  landed 
with  his  Plunder  &  a  Negroe  Lad,  whom  he  took  with  him  in  or 
near  Musmillion  Creek  in  the  State  of  Delaware. 
.  I  thought  proper  to  give  your  Honours  this  Intelligence  that  you 
night,  if  you  think  proper,  transmit  the  same  to  tho  Oovemour  of 
Delaware  State,  in  order  that  measures  may  be  speedily  taken  for 
apprehending  the  wrong-doer  and  bringing  him  to  Justice. 
I  have  the  Honour  to  be  Gentlemen,  your  most ; 
Obedient  &  very  humblo  servant, 

FRAS.  HOPKINSON. 

Phihtda.,  Sepr.  4th,  1786. 

Examination  of  the  Negro  Boy  Jem  found  on  Board  the  Sloop 

Bamper  in  Delaware  Bay,  who  says, 

That  he  belongs  to  David  King  of  Antigua,  who  put  V\m  on 
Board  the  Sloop  Bumper  belonging  to   his   Master  &  'Vf\\V\a.\ii 

5* 
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MoDowel,  hiB  Head  Clerk.  That  Captain  Simpson  waa  Captain  of 
thia  Bbop.  That  about  three  weeka  ago  they  sailed  from  Antigna 
with  Paaawgera  to  St.  Croix,  that  from  SL  Croix  thej  went  dova 
to  8t  Bnatadfti  where  the  Caphdn  went  on  Shore  to  see  if  he  eovld 
get  any  Pluaengera  back  to  Antigna,  k  took  two  negroe  boya  iriftk 
him.  That  the  Captain  went  on  shore  abont  12  o'clock  at  noon,  ft 
as  soon  as  it  was  dark,  the  mate  came  away  with  the  Tessel,  ft  lefb 
the  Captain  ft  two  Boys  at  'Statia.  That  after  two  Days  sail  they 
were  to  another  place,  he  knows  not  where.  That  there  a  negroe 
Boy  came  on  Bom  in  a  small  Boat.  That  the  mate  hoisted  the 
Boat  in,  &  kept  the  Boy  on  Board,  after  which  he  made  Sail,  &  in 
Ten  Days  made  the  Land  of  Virginia.  That  a  Virginia  Pilot  Boat 
hailed  him  and  asked  him  where  ho  was  bound,  &  the  mate  answered 
to  New  Providence.  That  next  morning  they  were  off  Delaware 
Bay  &  a  Pilot  Boat  from  Delaware  spoke  them,  ft  the  said  mate 
told  tliem  he  was  bound  for  New  York.  That  about  nine  o'clock 
'that  night,  viz.,  the  28th  of  August,  they  cast  anchor  near  the 
shore.  That  the  mate  was  desirous  of  going  on  shore  immediatelyi 
ft  hoisted  out  the  small  Boat  for  the  Purpose,  but  the  wind  blew 
too  hard,  &  so  he  was  obliged  to  wait  till  morning.  That  about 
Day  break  he  came  to  him,  this  Examinent,  &  waked  him,  ordering 
him  to  go  on  shore  with  him,  but  the  Examinent  not  choosing  to  £0 
with  him,  went  down  into  the  Hold  and  hid  himself.  That  the 
mate  called  after  him  several  times,  but  he  not  answering,  the  mate 
with  the  other  negro  Boy  went  on  shore,  taking  with  them  the 
Captun's  Chesty  containing  his  Goathes  and  Money.  That  they 
also  stripped  the  Cabbin  of  its  Fttmiture,  such  as  Knives  &  Forksi 
Classes,  Cups,  Curtains  ft  other  things.  That  after  they  were  gone 
he  came  from  his  hiding  Place  &  looked  out  for  some  Boat,  &  seeing 
a  Pilot  Boat  at  a  distance  he  hoisted  the  Jack  on  the  shrouds  as  a 
siffcal,  whereupon  a  Pilot  came  on  Board  &  brought  him  up  to 
Philadelphia. 

Being  examined  rcspect!n|^  the  mate,  he  says,  that  he  was  called 
James,  but  does  not  know  his  other  name.  That  he  came  on  board 
with  the  Captain  at  Antigua,  they  having  both  been  employed  on 
Board  a  schooner  belonging  to  the  same  OwnerSi  which  they  left  to 
oome  on  Board  this  Sloop. 

That  James,  the  mate,  is  a  stout  man,  not  very  tall,  ft  wore  his 
own  Hair  strait  ft  short  behind.  When  he  went  on  shore  he  had  a 
check  Shirt  ft  Canvaa  Trowsers— -did  not  wear  Shoes  or  Stockings. 

Examined  ft  taken  this  8d  of  Septr.,  1786,  Before 

FRAS.  HOPKINSON. 
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Be  it  remem1)6red  tbat  on  the  Third  Dty  of  September,  in  the  year 
of  onr  Lofdi  1786|  Before  me,  Franoia  Hopkinson,  Judge  of  the 
Court  of  Admiralty  for  the  Commonweath  of  Pennaylvania,  per- 
lODally  appeared  Jeremiah  Eennar^  Pilot,  &  being  duly  awoni| 
did  depose  and  say : 

That  on  Tuesday,  the  29th  of  Angost,  last  being  near  Lewis  Town, 
IB  Delaware  Bay,  he  saw  a  Sloop  lying  at  anchor  at  the  Back  of  the 
ShaarSy  (a  shole  in  the  Bay  of  Delaware,) — the  sloop  having  a  Jaok 
It  her  sbroads  as  a  signal.  That  Biohard  Howud,  a  Hlot,  ran 
ilottg  side  the  Sloop  &  pnt  the  deponent  on  Board,  &  left  him  there. 
Thai  the  Deponent  found  no  Persons  on  Board  the  Sloop  but  a 
aegroe  Boy,  who  told  him  that  the  mate  had  plundered  the  sloop  ft 
«ne  off  in  the  Boat,  leaving  him  alone  on  Board.  That  the  negroe^ 
noy  further  told  this  Deponent  that  the  Sloop  belonged  to  David  ^ 
King  &  Willm.  McDowell,  of  Antigua.  That  one  Oeorge  Simpson 
WIS  Captain,  &  sailed  from  Antigua  to  St.  Croix  in  July  last  with 
mKengers.  That  after  the  passengers  were  landed,  she  went  up  to 
8l  Eustatia,  &  whilst  the  Captain  was  on  shore  there  with  two  of 
the  negroes,  the  mate  came  off  with  the  Sloop  with  this  Boy  (Jem) 
OD  Board.  That  be  sailed  &  came  to  an  Island  where  a  negroe  Boy 
in  a  Boat  came  on  Board.  That  the  said  mate  then  seized  the  Boat 
k  Boy  &  came  off  with  them,  after  which  he  arrived  in  Delaware 
Bay  at  9  o'clock  at  Night,  &  about  Day  break  he  took  the  negroe 
Boy  together  with  the  plunder  be  bad  taken  from  the  sloop  into  the 
Boat,  &  went  off  'towards  the  shore  of  the  Delaware  State.  That 
this  Deponent  piloted  the  said  Sloop  up  to  Philadelphia,  where  she 
DOW  lies.  Tbat  he  found  two  Pocket  Books  on  Board  containing  a 
nomber  of  papers  &  letters,  which  he  delivered  to  Captain  Falconer^ 
&  that  there  are  still  more  books  and  papers  on  Board. 
And  further  this  Deponent  saith  not. 
Sworn  to,  the  day  and  year  aforesaid,  Before 

FRAS.  nOPKINSON. 


David  Lenox  to  V.  P.  Cua's  Biddle,  1786. 

Philada.,  5th  Sept.,  1786. 
Sir, 

A  duty  which  I  owe  myself  obliges  me  again  to  trouble  you,  re- 
ipecting  an  affair  which  I  once  had  the  honor  of  mentioning  to 
you.  On  a  settlement  lately  with  the  Comptroller  General,  he  in- 
formed me  it  was  out  of  his  power  to  allow  mo  depreciation  of  Pay 
after  my  Exchange,  which  was  in  April,  1778.  After  my  Kx- 
chaDge,  there  was  no  man  more  anxious  to  continue  in  the  Service 
than  myself,  and  to  shew  il^  I  served  the  whole  of  the  Campaign  ol 
1779^  S9M  VoJaateeraid  to  Oenend  Wap^e,  (the  then  Coinma;iid\Ti||. 


66  PBNN8n«yANU  ABOHIVSS   1786. 

Officer  of  the  Pennsjlvania  Line,)  as  the  dtaation  of  the  army  did 
not  admit  of  my  getting  the  Rank  to  which  I  was  entitled,  firom 
that  Circamstance  alone,  I  was  obliged  to  leave  the  service,  bat  not 
as  an  officer  resigned,  but  rather  as  a  deranged  one.  Under  those  oir- 
enmstanocsl  think  it  a  hardship,  I  should  m  deprived  of  depreciation 
of  pay,  &c. ;  from  the  time  of  my  exchange  to  the  time  I  came 
home,  which  was  abont  the  middle  of  September  following,  of  this 
I  produce  General  Waynes'  Certificate,  and  which  is  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  Comptroller  General.  Should  Council  think  proper  to 
order  me  the  settlement  to  which  I  flatter  myself,  I  am  entitled, 
(&  which  will  fall  far  short  of  my  expences,  while  upwards  of  eighteen 
months  in  the  hands  of  an  enemy,)  you  will  add  to  the  obligations  I 
have  already  received  from  you,  by  writing  me  their  determination 
to  Baltimore  to  which  place  I  set  of  in  the  morning. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
with  much  respect,  Sir, 

your  obedient  and 
very  humble  Servt., 
Directed,  D.  LENOX. 

The  Honorable  Charles  Biddle,  Esq. 


Secrbtary  of  CoNaRBSS  TO  Prss.  Franklin,  1786. 

(Circular.) 
Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress, 

September  5, 1786. 
Sir, 

Pursuant  to  order  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  Excel- 
lency herewith  enclosed,  a  State  of  the  Reprcsenuition  in  Congress 
for  the  month  of  August*  to  be  communicated  to  the  Legislature. 
With  great  respect 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

your  Excellency's  most 

obdt.  &  most  hble.  Servt., 
Directed,  CHA.  THOMSON. 

His  Excellency,  the  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


V.  P.  BiDDLK  TO  Governor  of  Maryland,  1786. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  September  6, 1786. 
Sir, 

This  letter  will  be  handed  your  Excellency  by  Sick  Keesars  one 
of  the  30  East  Indians  concerning  whom  I  have  biefore  had  the  honor 

*  See  page  51. 
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of  writing  the  EzeoaiiTe  of  Maryland.  lis  now  ten  months  sinoe  they 
arriTod  in  this  City,  daring  the  whole  of  which  time  they  have  been 
fed  and  eloftthed  at  the  expense  of  this  State.  They  now  retsrn  to 
Mnyland  nnder  a  praspeot  of  getting  flrom  thenoe  a  paasi^  to  Iddia, 
shonild  Captain  (rBoiuiell  be  wOling  to  take  them,  ana  if  not  to 
throw  thenuelTes  npon  yonr  Exeellency  and  yonr  Legislature  for 
■oeh  patronage  and  support  as  their  cironmstanoes  seem  to  require. 
I  am^  Sirj  your  Exoellency's 

^very  Humble  Servant, 

OHABLBiS  BIDDLE, 

Tm  FMident'^ 

To  His  Excelleneyi  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Maryland. 


Penn.  State.      . 
The  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  Common  Wealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

To  all  to  whom  thsee  present  was  como^  Greet 

This  is  hereby  to  certify  that  the  bearer  hereof  Jiek  Keesar  and 
thirty  other  persons,  natives  of  China  and  India,  who  have  resided 
in  this  state  since  Ist  day  of  Nov.  last,  have  as  far  as  our  enquiries 
and  obeervations  extended|  behaved  in  a  sober  and  orderly  manner, 
and  are  entitled  to  the  gocd  offices  of  all  well  disposed  Persons. 

Given  in  Council  under  the  band  of  the  Hon.  Charles  Biddlc,  Y. 
P,  and  the  lesser  Seal  of  the  state  at  Phila.,  this  6th  day  of  Sep., 
1786. 
Dtreetedf 

The  Honorable  Charles  Biddlo,  Esq. 


Officbrs  of  Militia  of  Philadelphia,  1786. 

The  Officers  of  the  Militia  of  the  City  and  Liberties  of  Philadel- 
phia present  their  most  respectful  Compliments  to  his  Excellency 
the  F^rident  and  members  of  the  Hon^^«  the  Supreme  Executive 
Council,  requesting  the  honor  of  their  presence  at  a  review  of  the 
Light  Companies  and  other  Detatchments  of  said  Militia,  on  Thursday 
the  14^  Inst,  at  S  o'clock  in  the  Afternoon. 

Philad%  Sep'  12th,  1786. 

Directed, 

»,  His  Exoellenoyi  the  President  of  the  Supreme  Exeotttive  GoxmuV. 
♦  Col.  Beo.  XV.,  p.  7fi. 
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David  Jonbs  to  Council,  1786. 

To  the  honorable,  the  Sapreme  Ezeoutive  GounoOi  of  the  Commoa- 
wealth  of  Pennsjlvaniay 

Greeting. 

Your  Honors  may  remember  that  you  reeeived  a  re<jae8t  from 
me  to  order  the  Sale  of  a  certain  Tract  of  Land  sitnated  m  Bnfialoo 
valley  in  the  County  of  Northumberland,  forfeited  as  the  Property  of 
Thomas  Mackeness,  which  is  not  yet  sold.  Wm.  Mackeness  is  now 
present,  &  supposes  his  Property  should  not  have  been  forfeited,  as 
he  left  America  in  '75  before  the  Declaration  of  Independence ;  bat 
if  it  must  be  sold,  he  wishes  it  may  be  done  as  soon  as  possible,  as 
there  is  a  Prospect  of  Redress  in  great  Brittain. 
Waiting  an  answere, 
I  am  your  Honor's  most  obed't  Serv't 

DAVID  JONES.* 

Sept.  12, 1786. 
Directed, 

The  Honorable  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania. 


Opinion  op  Attorney  General  on  Case  op  J.  O'Hara, 

1786. 

Third  street,  Sept'r  18, 1786. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  have  considered  the  ordinance  of  Congress  of  the  30th  Sept'r, 
1780,  and  the  objection  arising  from  it,  viz.,  "  That  no  officers  in  the 
'<  late  General  Hospital  except  such  as  are  enumerated  in  that  ordi- 
''  nance,  were  intended  to  be  provided  for  by  the  resolution  of  the 
«20*'»  Feb.  1782."  This  objection  at  first  appeared  considerable; 
but  upon  turning  to  the  original  resolve,  (which  is  misrecitod  in  the 
act  of  Assembly,)  the  difficulty  in  a  great  degree  disappears. 

Upon  the  fullest  consideration  I  could  give  this  subject  I  am  of 
opinion  that  the  ordinance  of  the  SO^^  Sept.  cannot  bo  the  rule  of 
construction,  in  this  case,  and  that  we  must  not  confine  ourselves  to 
the  officers  therein  mentioned. 

First,  because  the  resolution  of  Feb.  20,  expressly  provides  for 
those  who  resigned  after  the  10*^  April,  1780,  &  consequently  may 
include  officers  of  the  first  Establishment,  before  the  new  arrangement 
took  place  in  Sept. 

Secondly,  because  those  who  were  lejt  out  by  this  very  arrangement 
of  Sept',  are  also  provided  for.  The  Act  of  Assembly  misrecites  this 

*  Sale,  ordered  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XV.,  page  82. 
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pirt  of  the  resolatioii  of  OoDgrefls  &  thereby  oreates  the  diffionlty 
joa  did  me  the  honor  to  state  to  me.  It  speaks  of  those  "  nho 
became  rapetnamerarj  by  the  arraDgement  of  October/'  but  the  oriei- 
Bil  resolve,  relates  to  "  those  who  became  svpemamerary  by  the 
arraogement  in  September.  All  the  Commissaries  became  sopemiip 
Bwrary  thereby. 

Thirdly.  By  the  same  resolve  of  Congress  the  Comptroller  General 
of  the  United  States,  is  anthorised  to  settle  the  depreciation  of  the 
pay  of  "  (he  officers  in  the  late  General  hospitals/*  who  resigned  or 
became  snpemnmerary  as  aforesaid  &  do  not  oelong  to  any  particular, 
state."  Under  this  resolve,  I  understand,  that  persons  not  mentioned 
in  the  ordinance  of  Sept',  have  been  settled  with  &  their  depreciation 
illowed.  If  so,  this  being  a  continental  business, &  the  sums  granted 
ehargeable  to  the  U.  S.  it  appears  to  me  that  the  construction  adopted 
by  their  officers,  is  a  safe  one  for  us. 

Lastly,  As  this  is  a  mere  matter  of  depreciation,  a  mere  fulfillment 
of  the  original  contract,  an  act  of  justice  &  not  of  bounty,  I  conceive 
that  all  ordinances  &  acts  of  assembly  on  this  subject  ought  to  be 
eoDstrued  liberally,  in  favor  of  the  claimants.  It  is  for  these  reasons, 
Sir,  that  I  cannot  think  the  ordinance  of  Sept.  militates  with  the 
opinion  I  gave.  I  am  sensible  however  that  a  wider  construotidh 
than  you  were  inclined  to  give  the  act  will  let  in  the  claim  of  many 
persons;  &  if  the  reasons  I  have  adduced  should  not  prove  perfectly 
atisfactory,]^  should  bo  sorry  that  a  matter  of  so  much  consequence 
to  the  state  should  be  decided  by  my  opinion  alone ;  &  would  advise 
that  those  of  the  judges  be  taken,  as  one  of  them  was  on  the  com- 
mittee which  brought  the  resolution  into  Congress,  the  subject  is 
probably  familiar  to  him. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  greatest  rcspect| 

Sir;  Your  moet  obcd*,  &  very  hum.  Serv^ 

W-  BRADFORD,  Jan.* 


I  have  oonsidered  the  depreciation. aeoount  of  James  O'Hara  late 
Commissary  in  the  General  Hospital  of  the  United  States,  as  settled 
by  the  Comptroller  Gen*,  and  thereupon  beg  leave  to  report  to 
Coancil. 

That  by  the  act  of  the  W^  April,  1782,  '<  all  officers  in  the  late 
General  Hospitals  who  were  inhabitants  of  or  belonged  to  this  State 
ak  the  time  of  entering  into  Service,  &  who  became  Supernumerary 
by  the  arrangement  of  Oct',  1780,  or  resigned  before  10  ApS  1780, 
and  were  not  otherwise  provided  for  by  law/'  are  entitled  to  the 
depreciation  of  their  pay. 

As  this  act  was  passed  merely  to  oarry  into  execution  a  resolve  of 
Gongreas  &  is  expressed  in  the  very  terms  of  that  resolve,  &  as  the 

•  8eo  Col  Bee.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  80. 
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depredation  allowed  is  on  the  aoeoont  of  the  United  StateSy  I  appre- 
hend that  we  most  reeort  to  the  prooeedings  of  that  body,  to  learn 
what  oonstmction  we  ought  to  give  to  those  words,  '^  All  Offioen  in 
the  late  General  Hospitid/'  Aeoordingly  we  find  that  in  the  ordi- 
nanee  first  establishing  the  department,  in  that  regulating  their  pay, 
and  in  many  others  Commissaries  are  considered  as  &  termed  Ojficert, 
I  am  therefore  of  opinion  that  M'  O'Hara,  (if  other  oironmatanees 
conspire)  is  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act,  &  that  the  aooonnt  la 
properly  passed. 

W-  BRADFOBDj  Jnn. 

Philad-,  Sept.  10«,  1786. 
Directed^ 

Honble  Charles  Biddle,  Esq.,  Vice  President,  &o. 


COMMISSIONEfi  TO   COMMBROIAL    CONVENTION   TO  P&SS. 

Fkanklin,  1786. 

To  the  honorable  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  Common- 
Health  of  Pennsylvania. 

The 'undersigned  commissioner  appointed  by  your  honorable 
board  to  attend,  with  his  colleagues,  at  a  meeting  with  commissioners 
from  the  other  states  in  the  union  held  in  the  city  of  Annapolis  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  into  consideration  the  trade  of  the  United 
States  begs  leave  to  report  that  such  meeting  did  accordingly  take 
place  the  proceeding  whereof  are  herein  enclosed. 

Your  commissioner  also  begs  leave  to  report  that  no  commissioners 
having  been  appointed  by  the  State  of  Virginia  for  the  purpose  of 
conferring  with  those  of  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania  concerning  the 
commercial  regulations  of  the  three  states,  and  it  being  impossible 
to  have  a  conference  with  the  Maryland  commissioners  at  that  time, 
two  communications  were  made  in  writing  copies  whereof  are  also 
enclosed. 

It  will  be  proper  further  to  inform  your  honorable  board  that  a 
meeting  with  the  commissioners  to  be  appointed  by  Vireinia  and 
with  your  commissioners  upon  the  latter  business  is  earnestly  desired 
by  the  commissioners  of  Maryland  and  as  the  immediate  interest  of 
Pennsylvania  and  the  well  being  of  the  United  States  may  be  pro- 
moted by  a  liberal  &  judicious  arrangement  at  such  a  meeting  it  is 
much  to  be  wished  that  it  may  take  place. 

Your  commissioner  conceives  it  necessary  for  the  satisfaction  of 
your  honorable  board,  as  well  as  for  his  own  justification  to  state  the 
particular  circumstances  under  which  he  found  himself  in  the  exe- 
cution of  each  of  the  duties  assigned  to  him.  Difficulties  probably 
not  to  be  obviated,  prevented  the  commissioners  of  the  eastern 
states  from  arriving  at  Philadelphia  in  their  way  to  Annapolis  so 
ear/jr  as  thoy  wished,  and  all  your  commissioner's  colleagues  being 
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engaged  in  public  biuinesSi  they  justly  oonoeived  that  they  should 
more  faithfully  discharge  their  various  duties  to  the  State  by  eon- 
tinning  in  Philadelphia^till  some  of  the  eastern  commissioners  should 
appear.  In  the  meantime  the  public  &  private  engagements  <rf 
several  of  the  commissioners  assembled  at  Annapolis  were  such  thai 
it  became  impossible  for  them  to  remain  beyond  the  period  when 
the  adjournment  took  place.  Under  these  circumstances  your  com- 
missioner trusts  that  the  steps  which  he  ventured  to  take  in  the 
absence  of  his  colleagues  will  not  meet  the  disapprobation  of  Gover- 
ment,  but  that  they  will  be  ascribed  to  his  anxious  desire  to  prevent 
two  commissions  ao  important  to  the  state  &  to  the  nation  at  largo 
from  being  entirely  unproductive  of  beneficial  consequences. 

T£NCH  COXE. 

Philadelphia  September  19th,  1786. 
Directed^ 

The  honorable  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  Common 
wealth  of  Pennsylvaniaa. 


Tench  Coze,  Oommissionbr,  to  Commissioners  op 
Maryland,  1786. 

Baltimore,  September  16tb,  1786. 
Gentlemen, 

As  a  Commissioner  from  the  State  of  PennFylvania  I  expected  the 
satisfaction  of  a  conference  with  you  under  a  Commission  from  the 
Legislature  of  Maryland  on  the  sobjcct  of  the  Duties  and  other 
matters  affecting  commerce  in  the  two  States.  I  find  however  that 
this  cannot  now  take  place  for  various  reasons.  This  being  the  case 
I  have  conceived  it  to  be  my  Duty  to  moke  this  communication  and 
to  request  that  you  will  do  me  the  honor  of  reporting  it  to  your 
Legislature. 

The  assimilation  of  those  Commercial  Systems  which  have  been 
adopted  for  a  time  by  the  several  States  has  sppeared  to  the  Legis- 
lature of  Pennsylvania  a  very  desirable  object  viewed  in  a  National 
lighL  Tho'  difference  of  Circumstances  hassled  to  dissimilar  Regu- 
lations it  has  been  held  that  none  should  be  adopted  which  militate 
against  the  fundamental  and  essential  prieciples  of  the  Union. 

In  examining  the  Laws  of  Trade  in  the  several  States  the  follow- 
ing Facts  have  been  found  to  exist,  1st,  That  the  Duty  of  Tonnage 
on  y essek  built  in  or  belonging  to  the  Citizens  of  the  other  States  is 
greater  than  that  imposed  on  YesseLi  belonging  to  the  Citizens  of 
ike  State  enacting  the  Law  and  equal  in  some  instances  to  the  ton- 
nage laid  upon  most  of  the  Foreign  Nations  that  have  a  commercial 
Intercourse  with  America. 

2ndly,  That  the  Duties  imposed  upon  Ooods  imported  in  Vessels 
bnili  in  or  belonging  to  other  jiarts  of  the  Union  are  greatox  \\iixk 

*  See  Col  Bee.,  FoI.«y.,  p.  86. 
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thoso  laid  on  Qoods  imported  in  YesseLi  belonging  to  the  enacting 
SUte. 

drdly,  That  Goods  of  the  growth  product  and  mannfaotore  of  the 
other  States  in  the  Union  are  charged  with  high  Dalies  apon  impor- 
tation into  the  enacting  State  as  great  in  many  Instances  as  those 
imposed  on  'Foreign  articles  of  the  same  kind. 

To  procure  an  alteration  of  these  matters  evidently  opposed  to  the 
great  principles  and  Spirit  of  the  Union^  the  State  of  rennsylvania 
empowered  her  Commissioners  to  the  general  Convention  to  treat 
with  yon  who  were  appointed  by  the  Legislature  of  Maryland  and 
with  other  Commissioners  who  it  was  expected  would  be  appointed 
by  the  Stete  of  Virginia.  The  Legislature  of  Virginia  not  having 
appointed  Commissioners  for  treating  of  this  Business,  I  have  been 
led  to  make  a  communication  simuar  to  this  throuffh  the  Com- 
missioners from  that  State  to  the  general  Commercial  Convention. 

Having  pointed  out  the  Ciroumstenoes  in  the  Commeroial  Laws  of 
the  other  States  which  appear  to  our  Government  to  require  reoMi- 
sideration  it  will  be  necessary  to  inform  you  how  the  Laws  of 
Pennsylvania  stand  in  these  particulars.  They  declare  as  follows 
1st,  That  all  Fesssis  belonging  to  the  Citicens  of  the  United  States 
whether  Ponnsylvanians  or  o^ers  shall  pay  the  same  Duty  of  Ton- 
nage and  they  do  not  discriminate  against  ships  belonging  to  the 
Citizens  of  the  other  Stetes  in  any  charge  whatever. 

2ndly,  They  impose  the  same  Duties  qn  Goods  imported  in  Ships 
belonging  to  the  Citizens  of  Pennsylvania  as  are  laid  upon  Goods 
imported  in  Ships  belonging  to  the  Citizens  of  the  other  States  in 
Union. 

8rdly,  They  exempt  entirely  from  Impost  all  Goods,  Wares  and 
Merchandize  of  the  growth,  product  or  Manufacture  of  the  United 
States. 

It  is  easy  to  see  that  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  was  in- 
fluenced to  this  kind  of  Conduct  by  a  regard  for  the  general:  Com- 
merco  of  the  Nation  and  that  federal  Considerations  have  led  them 
to  extend  their  care  to  that  great  object  without  any  discrimination 
in  favor  of  their  own  CUizens,  The  only  deviations  from  those 
principles  observable  in  the  Commercial  Laws  of  Maryland  beinff 
an  extra  Tonnage  upon  Vessels  which  are  not  both  built  in  and 
belonging  to  the  Citizens  of  the  Stete  and  an  Impost  upon  Ram 
manufactured  in  other  parte  of  the  United  Stetes  it  is  presumed  that 
the  Legislature  has  been  influenced  in  some  degree  by  the  same  Con- 
siderations which  have  operated  in  Pennsylvania.  But  as  these  two 
ftcte  as  far  as  they  go  counteract  the  design  and  Spirit  of  the  Union  by 
placing  the  Citizens  of  the  Confederacy  on  the  footing  of  Foreigners 
and  as  they  may  lead  to  similar  Regulations  in  the  other  Stetes  and 
further  as  it  must  ever  be  the  policy  of  Wise  Nations  to  attend  to 
the  smallest  deviations  from  essential  principals  at  their  first  appear- 
ance ;  I  trust  that  the  Legishiture  of  Maryland  on  further  eonsid- 
eratioD  will  not  permit  tbeao  £tegulationa  to  i^maan  in  force  but  that 
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they  will  rather  oonear  with  Pennsylvania  in  parsning  measures 
which  by  blendins  the  Interest  must  cement  the  Union  of  the  States. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  (he  most  respeotful  Consideration, 

Gentlemen,  your  most  obed.  Sorvt. 
(Signed,)  TENCH  COXB,  Commissioner 
for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Tho  Elonbl.  Samuel  Chase,  Peregrine  Leatherbury,  William  Smith, 
Samuel  Hughes  and  William  Hensley  Esquires,  Commissioners  for 
the  State  of  Maryland. 


Daniel  Lsvah  to  V.  P.  Biddlb,  1786. 

Honored  Sir, 

A  Number  of  the  Inhabitants  and  Freeholders  of  the  Borough  of 
Heading,  by  their  application  to  me  settins  forth,  that,  for  the  Ease 
and  Dispatch  of  Public  Business,  in  and  for  the  County,fthat  there 
is  a  necessity  for  another  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  the  Borough  of 
Reading,  and  their  reasons  being  obvious  &  Good,'.as  numbers  on 
Orphans^  Court,  at  the  distance  of  Twenty  miles  and  more,  together 
with  the  minors,  attend  at  Reading  and  for  want  of  another  Justice 
of  the  Peace,  are  put  to  the  Ex  pence  of  being  detained,  until  the 
nearest  Justice  (who  lives  nine  or  Ten  miles  off)  Can  be  sent  for, 
and  in  Case  of  his  absence  they  all  must  often  go  home  without 
having  their  Business  done,  to  their  Expence  and  great  detriment 
to  the  Estate  of  the  minor  Children, — by  the  act  of  the  General 
Assembly  passed  at  Philadelphia  4th  March  last.  Our  Representa- 
tives thought  proper  to  pay  no  regard  to  the  Constitution,  which  had 
enabled^  the  Honorable  Council  to  Commission  two  or  more  that 
were  returned. by  Reading,  as  well  as  other  County  Towns,  and 
restricted  us  to  that  Number  only,  and  by  a  particular  Section  XIV 
deprived  Council  from  doing  us  Jus  ice,  the  good  People  hero  Can- 
not comprehend  that  they  by  any  act  of  theirs,  to  the  Detriment  of 
the  State,  should  be  looked  upon  more  undeserving  than  their 
Brethren  in  the  Sister  County  Lancaster,  and  would  willingly  put 
up  with  the  unconvenient  Law,  but  regret  that  their  Brethren  in 
the  County  must  share  the  Same  Calamity,  when  our  Lancaster 
Brethren  can  do  their  public  transactions  more  ready,  and  we  pride 
ourselves  to  have  been  fully  as  ready  in  the  field  of  Danger, — and 
ma  you  represent  the  little  Patriotic  County  of  Berks  in  Council,  we 
ralj  that  you  will  if  possible,  advise  us  how  we  are  to  proceed* 
I  am,  SuTi  with  Particular  Esteem 

Your  most  obed't  Serv't, 

Readingi  Sepr.  20th,  1786.  DANL.  LEYAN. 

Directed^ 

HoDorabla  ChMrlasr  BiddJe,  Esquire,  Philadelphia. 

Hoa'd  bj  MBJor  Church, 
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Board  of  Tbeabubt  to  Prbs.  Frankliv,  1786. 

Cironlar. 

Board  of  TreMnry, . 

September  25th^  1786. 
Sir, 

In  obedience  to  the  orders  of  tbo  United  States  in  Congress  we 
do  ourselves  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  your  Exoellency  for  the 
Information  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  in  which  jou  preside^  a 
Certified  Copy  of  the  act.of  Congress  of  the  18th  Inst. 

The  reasons  which  have  induced  that  Honorable  Body  to  enter 
into  the  Enclosed  Resolves  are  so  evidently  dictated  by  a  regard  to 
the  great  Interests  of  the  Confederacy  that  we  cannot  doubt  but  that 
the  wisdom  of  the  several  Legislatures  will  discern  the  propriety  of 
acting  in  strict  conformity  with  them  in  all  their  proceedings  which 
relate  to  the  Collection  of  the  Bevenue  appropriated  for  the  Service 
of  the  United  States. 

We  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  great  Bespeot 
your  Ezoelleno/s 

obed't  hnml.  Serv'ts, 

SAMUEL  OSGOOD, 
ARTHUR  LEE. 
Directed, 

His  Exoellency,  Benjamin  Franklin^  Esq^r^  Pjresident  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 
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By  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled. 

September  18, 1786.  "* 
The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Pinokney,  Mr.  St.  Clairi  and 
Mr.  Harrison,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  12th  from  the 
board  of  treasury,  together  with  a  letter  frt)m  the  commissioner  of 
the  loan-office  to  the  state  of  Rhode  Island,  and  an  act  of  the  lej^ 
latnre  of  that  state ;  having  reported, — 

''  That  it  appears  from  these  communications,  the  legislature  ol 
the  state  of  Rhode-Island,  by  an  act  passed  at  their  laat  eeasion,  have 
made  the  paper  currency  or  that  State  reoeivable  on  all  arrears  oi 
taxes  due  to  the  United  States }  that  as  this  explanation  of  the  law 
of  the  state,  relative  to  the  late  requisitions  of  Congress,  entireiy  de- 
feats  the  intentions  of  those  acts,  tne  commissioner  of  the  loao-oAoi 
has  BQBpended  the  israe  of  indenti  in  that  statOi  on  the  reqnirition 
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v^HMiif  Koiff«U» on Oe MrtetvOfM^  Ale:;<«ft  M jMaMl 
of  the  2701  tnd  28th  April,  l^FM;  W  fUJ^MMnt  A% 
■llMedbMiH^dUfc  U  Ae  requintions  of  OonmM  an  oalcolated 
M  pnrpote  of  nqoiring  from  the  itetes  %  mimdeDt  ram  for  tho 
MBt  of  the  intentt  due  on  (he"  foreign  and  domestie  debt,  end 
wuntenanee  of  tilio.eivil  d(qpartaifnVnt'4«RMop(^^  be  ad- 
kad  from  iKe  mode' of  payment  therein  ertabliahed|  without 
■bg  the  fimda  of  the.  United  Oatea  to  great  loai  and  ineon- 
ilM^  pailioalari V  aa  the  diaoharge  of  theyntereat  dne  on  the 
^pi  debty  and  the  maintenance  of  the  ciYU'go?eniment.  bmI 
gatiber  dqiead  npon  the  fNgFpeBta  thalarft  auA^hMo  thtt  lidiiral 
aqpj  in  apade.  That  to  admit' tb»  reimpl  of  bOU  of  eredfl 
ii  wdor  the  anthoriljr  of  an  individnal  atat^  teldlMharga*  of 
t  qpeeie  proportion  of  a  reqaiaition/woald  defsal  Ito  ofajeet,  ail 
aaid  bills  do  not  eironlate  ont  of  the  limtta  of  the  stale  in  whieh 
f  an  emittedi  and  beeanae  a  paper  me^nm  of  anyHState,  howr 
r  well  funded,  cannot,  either  in  the  eztenaiyeneea  of  its  eirsnla- 
ly  or  in  the  conrae  of  its  ezdianffe,  be  eqnallj  ralnable  with  gold 
■ber,  That  if  the  bills  of  credit  of  the  atate^of  ;Rhode-Isrand 
.  New  Jersey,  were  to  be  receiTcd  from  thoae  atatea  in  diseharge 
Eriaral  tazea  upon  the  prinoiplea  of  eqaal  Jostioe,  bills  emitt^ 
any  other  atate  must  be  reoived  from  them  also  in  payment  of 
ic  pfoportiona,  and  thereby  inateid  of  the  requisitions  yieldins^i^ 
I  in  actual  money,  nothing  bat  paper  would  be  brousht  into  »e 
ml  treasury,  which  would  be  wholly  inapplicable  to  the  payment 
any  part  of  the  interest  or  principal  of  the  foreign  debt,  or  the 
intenance  of  the  government  of  the  United  States.  That  ss  the 
sequencea  of  the  precedents  which  have  been  established  by  the 
ica  above  mention^  are  dangerous  to  the  interests  of  the  union, 
eommittee  conceive  it  necessary  for  Congress  to  express  their 
M  upon  the  subject/'  Whereupon, 

teaolved.  That  aa  the  annual  requiaitions  of  the  United  States  in 
igreas  assembled,  were  made  by  them  in  virtue  of  the  powers  of 
aonfederation,  and  for  the  necessary  purposes  of  government,  the 
m  are  obligatory  on  the  states  as  such,  and  ought  to  be  discharged 
Ihem  in  the  manner  by  the  said  requisitions  directed,  and  in  no 
er. 

JMolved,  That  as  the  payment  of  the  interest^  and  such  parts  of 
'^frineipAl,  of  the  foreign  debt  of  the  United  States,  as  are  in- 
Im  in  any  of  the  requisitions  of  Gongjreas ;  and  the  maintenance 
lia  federal  government  cannot  be  provided  for  but  by  payments 

C4e  into  the  federal  treasury  of  the  sums  respectivdy  required 
atatea  therein,  no  payments^  either  in  bills  of  credit,  oi  \u  axi^ 


69  PENNSYLVANIA  ABGHIYES  178QL 

other  mode  than  thoee  pomted  oat  by  the^Btid  reqiuntiona,  eaa 
ought  to  be  admitted  in  discharge  of  the  lame. 

Orderedi  That  the  board  of  treasory  transmit  a  oopy  of  the  abo* 
resolutions  to  each  state,  and  iasae  instructions  to  tiie  respeoti 
loan-offices  conformable  thereta 

GHA.  THOMSON,  Seo'y  * 


Instructions  to  Samuel  Dale,  1786. 

In  Gonnoil, 

Pa.,  September,  25th,  1786. 
Sir,*" 

You  will  to  proceed  as  soon  as  possible  to  Wyoming,  and  the 
distribute  as  many  of  the  Laws  that  are  passed  erecting  tl 
^<  Northern  part  of  the  County  of  Northumberland  into  a  sepera 
County  /'  as  you  may  think  necessary ;  you  will  then  go  on  to  Tioj 
and  enquire  of  Gapt.  Spalding,  James  Strawbridge  or  any  oth 
person  of  Character  into  the  robbery  said  to  have  been  committed  bj 
certain  John  Hogg,  and  some  people  that  were  with  him.  If  y< 
cannot  see  the  Indians  that  complain  of  being  rob'd,  leave  t] 
money  with  Gapt  Spalding  to  give  them,  taking  his  reoeipty  proeu 
all  the  information  you  possibly  can  concerning  the  Robbery;  th 
the  perpetrators  may  be  brought  to  Justice;  Take  every  opportnni 
of  Acqs  the  people  with  the  favorable  disposition  of  Qovemme 
to  them  I  that,  if  they  behave  peaceable,  they  will  not  only  be  tcei 
ed  with  Justice,  but  generosity  by  the  State. 
I  am.  Sir, 

your  obedient  and 

very  Humble  Sorvt, 
Directed,  CHARLES  BIDDLB.^ 

Samuel  Dale,  Esquire. 


Notice,— John  Franklin,  1786." 

Whereas  by  a  law  of  this  State,  enacted  the  twenty-third  Day 
September,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  Eighty-six,  A  nf 
County  is  erected  from  the  Nescopeck  Creek  on  the  soutby  to  tl 
north  Line  of  the  State,  extending  East  to  the  Lehigh,  and  West 
the  ridge  of  land  dividing  the  waters  of  the  East  Branch  from  tl 
waters  of  the  West  Branch  of  the  Susquehana  river,  by  the  Nan 
of  the  County  of  Luzerne. 

That  the  inhabitants  thereof  have  Right  to  enjoy  all  and  Singul 
Jurisdictions,  powers,  Rights,  Liberties  and  privileges  that  tl 
Inhabitants  of  other  Counties  of  the  State  do,  may  or  ought  to*eojo 

*  Sec  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XV.,  p,  107. 
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And  whereu  the  scscoad  Tuesday  of  Ootober  instant  u  the  Day 
appoiDted  by  Law  for  holding  the  annual  election  in  the  aeyeral 
Ooootiea  in  the  State,  that  the  new  and  Extraordinary  Cireamstances 
of  thii  Settlement  render  it  highly  expedient  that  a  meeting  be  held 
to  tdopt  measures  in  Conformity  of  the  abore  reeited  Law.  These 
an  therefore  to  notify  the  settlers  and  freeholders  of  the  said  County 
of  Loieme,  that  they  meet  at  the  house  of  Abel  Pieroe,  Esq.^  in 
Kingston,  on  Saturday  the  7th  instant,  at  one  o'clock,  P.  M.  1st 
To  hear  the  report  of  the  Agents  returned  from  Philadelphia.  2d. 
To  adopt  Measures  (so  fiur  as  may  be  oonsistant  with  the  Constitution 
and  Law)  for  holding  an  Election  at  the  time  appointed  by  Law. 
And  Sdly.  To  transaet  any  other  Business  proper  and  necessary  to 
be  Done  at  said  meeting. 

Dated  at  Wilksbury  in  the  County  of  Luzerne,  October  the  2d, 
1786. 

Signed,  JOHN  FRANKLIN. 


John  F&akelin  to  Db.  J.  Hamilton,  1786. 

Wilksbarre,  Oct.  2d,  1786. 
Sir, 

As  yon  are  fond  of  news  1  send  enclosed  a  few  lines  for  your 
perosal,  the  following  Copies,  (viz.,)  1st.  Copy  of  Dr.  Smith's  Di&- 
misaion.  2d.  Instruction  from  Coiumittoe  to  the  Agents.  3d.  A 
Letter  from  J.  Franklin.  4th.  Ilis  Excellency's  Answer  in  Council. 
5th.  A  Letter  from  Franklin  and  Jenkins  as  Agents,  &c.|  to  Coun- 
cil, Dated  Sept.  6th.  7th.  A  Letter  from  Franklin  and  cfenkins  to 
Speaker  of  Assembly.  8th.  Petition  from  do.  to  Assembly,  Dated 
Sept.  11,  1786.  Otb.  Debates  of  the  house  on  sd  Petition;  Com- 
mittee appointed,  &c.  10th.  Some  few  remarks,  with  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Assembly. 

I  expect  you  have  heard  of  Myself  and  Major  Jenkins  being 
appointed  Agents  to  represent  this  Settlement  in  Council  and 
Assembly.  We  accordingly  attended }  we  arrived  at  Philadelphia, 
Sept.  3d.  Were  called  before  Council  the  7th.  The  Honorablo 
Chas.  Biddle  Presided  as  the  President,  was  not  able  to  attend.  I 
had  the  Pleasure  of  Stating  our  whole  Suffering  to  Council,  from 
the  Decree  at  Trenton  to  the  present  time ;  I  left  no  stone  unturned, 
the  Discourse  Continued  about  one  hour  and  a  half.  Col.  Arm- 
strong and  Esq.  Boyd  were  present,  thoy  heard  a  Complete  history 
of  their  Conduct  while  at  Wyoming.  I  Did  not  forget  the  Pro- 
ceedines  of  Assembly  and  Council  towards  us.  W^e  were  hoard  by 
Council,  who  gave  the  greatest  attention,  and  treated  us  with  the 
greatest  respect.  Yfo  were  heard  without  hindrance,  restraint  or 
5lolestation.  We  wore  Eequested  to  attend  a  Second  time,  which 
vas  Done;  our  Instructions  were  licqueatedf  which  we  gave  \.Q 
CoanciJ  to  Peruse,  m  natnber  ofquestiona  were  asked,  &c.  Paxi\c;\i- 
Ivlf  respecting  the  Sheriff  being  opposed  the  last  time  Uc  wua  at 
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WvomiDg,  fte.    Gounoil  finally  Itecommendod  us  to  lay  onr  Matien 
before  Assembly. 

His  Excellency,  B.  Franklin,  sent  a  Bequest  to  ns  infonn!n( 
that  he  has  a  Desire  to  have  ns  call  on  him,  we  accordingly  Waitec 
on  him,  saye  him  a  full  account  of  onr  grievances,  nearly  the  sauK 
that  we  bad  laid  before  Council,  also  gave  him  onr  instructions 
Ilis  Excellency  Expressed  a  great  Pleasure  in  baying  the  opportunitj 
of  hearing — he  Informed  us  that  he  had  heard  something  of  tb 
Disturbances,  but  was  never  so  fully  acquainted  before. 

We  Presented  a  Petition  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  Sept.  11.  ! 
shall  refer  you  to  the  Petition,  and  Proceedings  thereon,  howere 
we  were  not  heard  by  the  Com'te  of  Assembly  so  fully  as  we  wen 
by  Council.  Messrs.  Fitzsimmons  and  Clvmer  appeared  as  thougl 
they  would  wish  to  take  advantage,  and  were  very  Inquisitive 
Messrs.  Finley  and  Smily  were  not  present  but  a  little  part  of  th 
time,  said  but  a  few  words  to  us,  &o.  I  have  made  some  remark 
on  that  Subject  to  which  I  refer  you.  You  will  observe  by  th 
Beport  of  the  Committee  that  nothing  is  done  to  Confirm  our  title 
We  continued  three  Weeks  at  Phikdelphia,  Beturned  hero  laa 
Tuesday — the  Beport  of  the  Com'te  was  not  adopted  when  we  lei 
them ;  however,  we  found  it  to  be  the  unanimous  opinion  of  th 
house,  and  thought  not  best  to  wait  any  longer.  The  Assembl; 
have  Compleated  the  new  County  according  to  the  Bill,  except  th 
line  from  Nescopeok  running  N.  West  instead  of  West.  The  Asent 
Did  not  urge  the  Completion  of  the  County^  as  we  Wished  to  nav 
a  Confirmation  of  our  Title  first. 

We  have  a  Bight  to  hold  an  Election  the  2d  Tuesday  of  thi 
Month  to  Elect  a  Beprescntative  and  other  Officers  of  Governmcnl 
but  the  time  is  so  short  We  shall  be  obliged  to  omit,  as  wo  have  n 
Authority  to  take  the  first  step. 

It  may  not  bo  Amiss  to  Inform  you  that  there  were  sundry  Pet 
tions  against  a  Division  of  the  County  by  our  Enemies,  but  to  n 
Parposo.  Sundry  Papers  were  sent  to  Council  that  were  laid  bcfoi 
Assembly  (viz,)  Ist.  Letter  from  Wm.  Montgomery,  Esq.,  date 
Mav  17th,  setting  forth  that  Ethan  Allen  had  came  to  Wyoming 
with  a  number  of  others  and  were  Cabelling  to  erect  a  new  Stati 
this  was  Confirmed  by  a  letter  from  Esq.  Shaw,  who  also  sent 
Copy  of  an  Intercepted  Letter  (as  he  called  it)  from  Joseph  Hami 
ton  to.  John  Franklin,  Dated  March  24th/  advising  for  Indepcndenc 
— also  my  Letter  to  Col.  Montgomery  of  the  26  of  Juno  last — an 
Sundry  others — we  may  thank  Dr.  Smith  for  your  Letter  of  the  2 
March  ;  he  Beceived  it  in  my  Absence,  took  great  Pains  to  send 
to  Esq.  Shaw,  that  Council  might  receive  it;  he  also  Wrote 
Letter  to  Council  Informing  against  the  People,  setting  forth  thi 
he  was  obliged  to  fiy  because  he  would  not  J  oin  for  Indepcndenc 
(G  .  .  D  .  .  .  .  the  Liars,)  however,  I  asked  Council  Bespecting  tl: 
VompitLints  against  us,  they  Informed  us  that  the  Complaints  wei 

*  SCO  Vol.  X.,  p.  TGl-alaolSV-l^^. 
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not  worthy  of  Notice.  We  heard  near  the  same  from  Assembly.  I  find 
Tuiooa  opuioiiB  Aaspeotinff  our  Title-HMme  advise  us  to  apply  In- 
dindually  for  Preemption  Kigbts,  others  advise  to  apply  for  a  tract 
5  Miles  oa  each  side  of  the  River,  and  Include  Huntington  and 
IVovidenee,  and  are  of  opinion  it  may  be  granted|  others  say  Civil 
Lit  mist  Determine  the  Soil,  &c. 

Mr.  Gilbert  is  Waiting— I  cannot  Write  as  full  as  I  Would  Wish 
—I  would  mention  the  a&ir  of  your  late  Letter  to  Col.  Butler 
BttpectiBg  Mr.  Wigdon.  Col.  Butler  J>oe8  not  choose  to  meddle 
viUi  settling  Disputes— Major  Jenkins  is  not  Willing  unless  the 
Domber  was  larger,  two  only  could  not  be  a  quoruoi— it  has  been 
talked  of  to  make  an  Addition  in  the  settlement  to  Act  in  Conjunc- 
tioa  with  us.  I  expect  to  Call  a  Meeting  this  Week  and  shall  con- 
sult the  Business.  I  shall  Write  more  large  when  an  opportunity 
ofEurs. 

Am  in  hastoi 

Your  Ob't  humble  Ser't, 

JOHN  FRANKLIN. 

N.  B.  People  are  not  easy  Bcspccting  Capt.  Strong's  Town  at 
Wasock,  it  is  not  settled — our  People  arc  tbreatning  to  settle  it. 
1  am  much  Blamed  tbat  I  will  not  give  Liberty  to  fill  tbe  Town. 

You  Will  find  the  Coppys  I  Mention  by  the  Pages,  beginning  at 
the  Page  (1.) 

DirtcUd^ 
Doctor  Joseph  Hamilton,  City  of  Hudson,  State  of  N.  York. 
Hon'd  by  Mr.  GUbert. 


Bbpobt  of  Commissioners  on  Westbbn  Boundabt  Line, 

1786. 

We  the  Commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  and  Complete  the 
Line  of  the  Western  boundary  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  beg 
letTe  to  Report :  Tbat  we  have  ascertained  and  completed  said  Line 
bj  astronomical  observations  as  far  as  Lake  Erie  \  having  opened  a 
Vina,  and  planted  Stones  in  the  proper  direction,  marked  on  the 
the  east  side  P.  and  that  said  Line  extends  some  distance  in  the 
Like. 
Oetober  4th,  1786. 

ANDREW  PORTER, 

ALEXANDER  MoCLEAN. 
♦  See  Col.  Bee.,  VoL  XV.,  p.  91. 
Vol.  XL— 1 
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SfiOBBTABT  07  GONaRBSS  TO  PaBS.  FnANKLIK,  1786. 

(Cinmltr.) 
Office  of  Secretary  of  Gongrees^ 

October  4^  1786. 
Sir, 

I  have  tbe  honor  of  transmitting  to  jonr  Ezcellencj  herewit 
enolosedj  two  Copies  of  the  oontinn&tion  of  the  Journal  of  Oongres 
from  the  8th  Angost  to  the  26th  September  last^  one  for  the  Bi 
eoutive  the  other  for  the  Legislatiye  branch  of  GK>Yemment. 
With  the  greatest  respect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
your  Excellency's  most 

ob't  &  most  h'ble  Senr't, 

CHA.  THOMSON. 
Dtrectedf 

His  Excellency;  the  President  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pem 
sylvania. 


Proposals  fob  a  Road,  1786. 

To  the  Honorable  the  President  and  Supreme  Executive  Council  g 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

William  Elliot  of  Path  Valley,  Franklin  County,  begs  leave  t 
submit  the  following  proposal,  viz. : 

Whereas  it  is  said  that  the  Commissioners  appointed  by  fth 
Honorable  the  Greneral  Assembly  of  the  state  aforesaid,  to  view  an 
Lay  out  a  Road  from  the  Widow  Millers  spring,  in  Cumberlan 
County,  to  Pittsburgh ;  have  not  made  a  satisfactory  report  to  vov 
Honours,  especially  of  that  part  which  lies  between  Widow  Milleri 
Spring  and  the  Burnt  Cabbins  in  Bedford  County  :  and  whereas 
Petition  is  now  on  foot,  to  be  presented  to  your  Honours,  rrayin 
for  a  Review  of  the  Different  ways  from  said  Widow  Millers^  sprin 
to  the  Burnt  Cabbins  aforesaid.  Now  Provided,  your  Honours  wi 
bo  pleased  to  grant  the  Prayer  of  said  Petition  now  on  foot,  an 
Report  be  made  in  favr.  of  the  way  By  Cummin's  Gap,  Brya 
Clark's  and  Ramscv's  Gap,  (as  the  said  Elliot  Humbly  Apprehetid 
will)  he  the  said  Elliot  for*and  in  Consideration  of  Eight  Hundre 
Pounds  to  him  advanced,  will  undertake  to  Clear  a  Road  twent 
feet  wide,  the  whole  way  from  the  Run  or  small  Branch  of  Canedo| 
winet,  at  the  Entrance  of  Cummin's  Gap,  by  Bryan  Clarks  and  b 
Ramsey's  Gap  to  the  London  Road  at  tbe  Burnt  Cabbins  Exoe] 
at  steep  Declivities,  and  that  at  such  places  bo  will  clear  a  sufficiei 
and  gJe  waj  for  one  waggon^  and  ]^8amg  ^Volq^^  ^t  the  end  of  ever 
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twenty  PearoheSi  where  three  waggons  ffoing  each  way  may  oon- 
Teoiently  pass  eaeh  other ;  and  that  he  the  said  Elliot  will  pat  in 
raffieient  aeeority  that  he  will  perform  the  above  undertaking  by  the 
first  of  July  next,  provided  Conncil  will  Comply  with  the  above 
propoeal  three  Months  previous  to  that  time. 

Signed.  WM.  ELLIOT. 

October  Sth,  1786. 


Alexander  MoGlban  to  Council,  1786. 

Union  Town,  10th  October,  1786. 
Gentlemen, 

Having  visited  my  family  after  my  return  from  Lake  Erie,  I  now 
proceed  to  finish  the  line  of  division  between  the  Certificate  and 
donation  lands  and  lay  out  the  residue  of  the  Lots  in  district  No.  1. 
and  as  it  will  be  attended  with  Considerable  expence,  beg  Council 
would  please  to  direct  the  payment  of  my  wages  for  assisting  in 
eompleating  the  Western  Boundary.  Ephraim  Douglass,  Esquire, 
will  hand  you  this,  and  is  requested  to  reoeive  the  sum,  or  such  part 
thereof,  as  Council  may  direct. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
(Gentlemen,  your  most 

obedient  and  very 

Humble  Savant, 
ALEXANDER  MoCLEAN. 
IHreciedj 

His  Ezoellenoy,  and  the  Supreme  Executive  Council,  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania. 


SwBBTARY  OP  CoNaEESS  TO  Pees.  Feanklin,  1786, 

Circular,) 
Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress, 
October  16th,  1786. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  your  Excellency  herewith 
eaeloied  an  Ordinance  passed  by  the  United  States  in  Congress 
Mwmbled  for  establishing  a  board  to  liquidate  and  settle  all  aocounts 
between  the  United  SUtes  and  Individual  States. 

As  this  Ordinanee  contains  a  recommendation  to  the  several 
Legiilatiirea  to  pass  Laws  to  enable  the  said  board  and  the  ]^T«cni 
vpersona  oommuhaed  bj  tbem  to  oali  bofora  them  Te8poQ&ve\3 
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.witoeflses,  and  examine  ftliem  on  otth  or  affirmation  in  all  rnaMt 
touchbg  tiie  elaima  exhibited  to  the  boarii  your  Bxoellenoj  will  I 
l>leaaod  to  sabmit  this  matter  to  the  Legialatnre  of  the  State  Ofi 
whieh  year  preeide. 

with  the  greatest  reapeet, 
I  haTO  the  honor  to  be^ 

your  Excellencys  most  obedient| 

&  most  homble  Servant, 

CHA.  THOMSON, 
Directed 
His  Exbellenoy  The  President  of  Pennsylvania, 


By  the  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled. 

October  20th,  1786. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  the  Wi 
Office  with  the  papers  enclosed  containing  intelligence  of  the  hoelS 
intentions  of  the  Indians  in  the  Western  Country  having  Beporte 

<<  That  the  uniform  tenor  of  the  intelligence  from  the  Weaitt 
'^  Country  plainly  indicates  the  hostile  disposition  of  a  number 
<'  Indian  Nations,  particularly  the  Shawauese,  Pateotamies,  Chipt 
<'  was,  Tawas  and  Twightces.  That  these  Nations  are  now  assemUii 
"  in  the  Sbawanese  Towns,  and  are  Joined  by  a  banditte  of  deep 
''  radoes  under  the  name  of  Mingoes  and  Cherokees,  who  are  outeaf 
*^  from  other  Nations,  and  who  have  associated  and  settled  in  th 
<<  Country  for  the  purpose  of  War  and  plunder.  That  they  a 
^<  laboring  to  draw  in  other  Nations  to  unite  with  them  in  a  W 
^<  with  the  Americans. 

<<  That  it  is  expected  one  thousand  Warriors  will  soon  be  ooUeei 
'<  in  the  Sbawanese  Towns,  from  whenee  they  have  already  diapatob 
'<  parties  to  commence  hostilities.  That  from  the  Motions  of  i 
^<  Indians  to  the  Southward  as  well  as  to  the  Northward,  and  t 
^'  exertions  made  in  different  quarters  to  stimulate  the  vario 
^'  Nations  against  the  Americans,  there  is  the  strongest  reason 
'<  believe  that  unless  the  speediest  measures  are  taken  effectually 
''  counteract  and  defeat  their  plans,  the  war  will  become  genen 
«  and  may  be  attended  with  the  most  dangerous  and  lasting  cc 
'<  sequences. 

'<  That  the  Committee,  therefore,  deem  it  highly  necessary  tl 
'<  the  Troops  in  the  Service  of  the  United  States  be  immediate 
''  Augmented,  not  only  for  the  protection  and  support  of  the  frontic 
<<  of  the  States  bordering  on  the  western  territory  and  the  valoal 
*^  settlements  on  and  near  the  margin  of  the  Mississippi,  but 
<'  establish  the  possession  and  taoilitate  the  surveying  and  selling 
<i  those  intermediate  lands  which  have  been  so  much  relied  on  i 
^  the  reduction  of  the  Debts  of  the  United  States."  Wherenpon 
Jtefiolved  unanimously  that  the  number  oi  qua  thouaand  thi 
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kimdred  tnd  forty  noQ<jComiDi8sioBed  Officers  and  privBtei  be  raised 
for  the  term  of  three  years  unless  sooner  discharged,  and  they, 
together  with  the  Troops  now  in  Service,  be  formed  into  a  Legionary 
Corps,  to  consist  of  2040  non-Commissioned  Officers  and  privates. 
Thtt  the  additional  Troops  be  raised  by.  the  following  States,  in  the 
following  proportions,  to  wit.. 

New  Hampshire,     .     .     .     260  "j . 

Massachusetts,   ....     660  I  t  r    x         ji  a  -±nt 

Rhode iBknd,'  .    .    .    .    i2o[I'^''°t'7«'d^^l««7- 

Connecticut, 180j 

MaryUnd  and  Virginia  each  60  Cavalry,  making  120. 

That  the  Secretary  at  War  inform  the  Executive  AuthoritieB  of 
tlie  respective  States  in  which  the  Troops  are  to  be  raised,  the 
iomber  and  Rank  of  the  Commissioned  Officers  to  be  ifambhed  by 
«eh  State  in  proportion  to  the  Men. 

That  the  pay  and  allowances  to  the  Troops  to  be  raised  by  this 
leiolve,  be  the  same  aa  established  by  the  Act  of  Congress  of  the 
12di  of  April,  1785. 

That  the  said  Troops  shall  be  subject  to  the  existing  Articles  of 
War  or  such  as  may  heroafler  be  formed  by  Congress  or  a  Committee 
rf  the  States. 

That  the  Board  of  Treasury  Contract  for  a  supply  of  Clothing 
Baiions  at  such  places  and  in  such  quantities  as  the  Secretary  at 
War  shall  Judge  necessary. 

Besolved  Unanimously,  That  the  States  above  mentioned  be  and 
tbej  are  hereby  requested  to  use  their  utmost  exertions  to  raise  the 
quotas  of  Troops  respectively  assigned  them,  with  all  possible  expe- 
dition, and  that  the  Executives  of  the  said  States  be  and  they  hereby 
ire  requested  in  case  any  of  their  Legislatures  should  not  be  in 
Miion,  immediately  to  convene  them  for  this  purpose,  as  a  delay 
nay  be  attended  with  the  most  fatal  consequences. 

Ordo^,  That  the  Board  of  Treasury  without  delay,  devise  ways 
and  means  for  the  pay  &  support  of  the  Troops  of  the  United  States 
apon  the  present  establishment  and  Eeport  the  same  to  Congress. 

CHAS.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 


October  21st,  1786. 
On  the  Report  of  the  Board  of  Treasury,  pursuant  to  the  Orders 
of  yesterday  to  devise  ways  and  means  for  the  pay  and  support  of 
the  Troops  of  the  United  States  on  the  present  establishment. 

Resolved  Unanimously,  That  tlie  several  States  in  the  Confederacy 
be  and  they  are  hereby  required  to  pay  into  the  Federal  Treasury 
<m  or  before  the  first  day  June,  1787,  their  respective  Quotas  of  tho 
ram  of  five  hundred  &  thirty  thousand  dollars  in  specie,  which 
qaotas  are, 

New  HampshiT^ 18,60% 

JMajKMchaaoit^ 79,2&& 
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AhodeUa&d,  11,895 

Conaeotioat, 46,746 

New  York, 46,368 

NewJeney, 29,415 

PenDBjlyania, 72,604 

Delaware, 7,960 

Maryland, 49,979 

Virginia, 90,030 

North  Carolina, 88,478 

South  Carolina, 83,973 

Georgia, ,      6,671 

Whioh  Bums,  when  paid,  shall  be  passed  to  the  Credit  ol 
States  respeotively,  on  the  terms  prescribed  by  the  Resolve  of 
flresB  of  the  6th  day  of  October,  1779,  and  that  the  Monies  ai 
from  the  said  Requisition  be  and  hereby  are  appropriated  forthi 
and  support  of  the  Troops  on  the  present  establishment. 

Resolved  Unanimously,  That  the  Board  of  Treasury  be  and 
are  hereby  authorised  and  directed  to  open  a  Loan  immediate 
the  amount  of  Five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  at  six  per  Ceni 
annum  on  the  Credit  of  the  foregoing  Requisition,  which  the; 
hereby  authorised  to  pledge  to  the  Lenders  for  the  faithful  reimb 
ment  of  the  Monies  Loaned  with  the  Interest  thereof. 

CUAS.  THOMSON,  Sac 


(CirouLir.) 

New  York,  23d  October,  178 
Sir, 

In  pursuance  of  an  Order  of  Congress  of  the  9th  Augt  lai 
which  the  enclosed  Paper  No  1  is  a  Copy,  I  have  the  honor  of 
with  transmitting  to  your  Excellency  the  Lbt  dlreoted  in  i 
which  contains  an  Account  of  all  the  Negroes  belonging  to 
State  that  appear  to  have  been  carried  away  by  the  British  ^ 
they  evacuated  this  City. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 
your  Excellency's  Most  obt.  &  hble.  Servt 

JOHN  JA 
Dtreetedf 

His  Excellency  the  President  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pen 
▼ania. 


Copy. 

No.  1. 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled,  August  9*%  17 

On  B  Beport  of  a  Committee  to  whom  was  refemd  a  Letter 
i^e  SeoretMTj  for  foreign'affairs. 
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Resolvetl,  That  the  Secretary  for  foreign  affairs  caase  to  be  mado 
oat  sefMrata  Litte'*'  of  the  numbersi  namet  aod  owners  of  the  negroes 
bektuoDg  to  the  Gitiiens  of  eaeh  State,  and  carried  away  by  the 
BritisQ  in  Oontravention  of  the  late  Treaty  of  Peace,  and  that  he 
tnasnii  the  said  Lists  to  the  Exeoutives  of  the  States  to  whioh  they 
leBpeetiYely  belong. 

(Signed,)        CHARLES  THOMSON,  Sec^ 


Bt  thb  United  States  in  Conqbess  Assembled,  178G. 

October  23, 178G. 
The  Committee  consisting  of  Mr.  Pinkncy,  Mr.  Smith  and  Mr. 
Henry,  to  whom  was  referred  an  Act  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Georgia,  Passed  in  consequence  of  the  Resolution  of  the 
30th  April,  1784,  respecting  Commerce,  and  the  subject  ot  the 
said  Becomendation,  having  Reported  : — 

''  That,  it  appears  by  the  said  resolutions,  the  United  States  in 
Congress  assembled  recommended  to  the  legislatures  of  the  several 
states,  to  vest  them,  for  the  term  of  fifteen  years,  with  powers  to 
prohibit  any  goods,  wares  or  merchandize  from  being  imported  into 
or  exported  from  any  of  the  states,  in  vessels  belonging  to  or  navi- 
gated by  the  subjects  of  any  power  with  whom  these  states  shall  not 
have  formed  treaties  of  commerce — That  they  also  recommended 
to  the  le^slatnres  of  the  said  states,  to  vest  the  United  Stated  in 
Conzrees  assembled  for  the  term  of  fifteen  years,  with  the  power  of 
prohibiting  the  subjects  of  any  foreign  state,  kingdom  or  empire, 
unless  authorised  by  treaty,  from  importing  into  the  United  States 
any  goods,  wares  or  merchandize  which  are  not  the  produce  or  manu- 
&cture  of  the  dominions  of  the  sovereign  whose  subjects  they  arc : 
provided  that  to  all  acts  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled, 
in  pursuance  of  the  above  powers,  the  assent  of  nine  states  shall  be 
necessary.  The  committee  have  carefully  examined  the  acts  paspcd 
by  the  several  states  in  pursuance  of  the  above  recommendation, 
and  find  that  the  state  of  Delaware  has  passed  an  act  in  full  com- 
pliance with  the  same — That  the  acts  of  the  states  of  Massachusetts, 
Rhode  Ldand,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Virginia  and  Georgia  are  in 
conformity  to  the  said  recommendation,  but  restrained  in  their 
operation  until  the  other  states  shall  have  granted  powers  equally 

*  Such  a  list  acoompanies  the  foregoing  documeot— giving  in  dotal?, 
in  addition  to  the  foregoing  particulars,  Tessela  names  and  commanders, 
where  bound,  ages  and  description,  claimants,  names  of  persons  in  w'hose 
possession  they  then  were,  with  information  as  to  their  past  history  and 
owners.  They  were  71  in  number,  and  from  different  parts,  many  of  them 
hod  been  slaves  to  prominent  pei-sons  in  Philad'a.  It  is  deemed  of  no  nae  to 
pobliah  the  entire  list. 
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extenriye. — ^That  the  States  of  Gonneotient,  Pennfijlyania  and  Mary 
Ind  faaTe  pawed  laivs  agreeeable  to  the  eaid  resolution,  but  havi 
fixed  the  time  at  which  the  powers  thereby  invested  shall  begin  k 
operate;  and  not  left  the  same  to  commence  at  the  time  on  whiel 
Congress  shall  begin  to  exeroise  it — which  yonr  committee  oonoeifi 
to  have  been  the  intention  of  the  same. — That  Sonth  Carolina,  h} 
an  act  passed  the  llfth  March,  1786,  have  invested  the  United  Statei 
in  Congress  assembled  with  the  power  of  regulating  the  trade  of  the 
United  States  with  the  West  Indies  and  all  other  external  or  foreigi 
trade  of  the  said  states  for  the  term  of  fifteen  years  from  the  passing 
of  the  said  act-^That  New  Hampshire,  by  their  act  of  the  23d  of  Jane. 
1785,  invested  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  with  the 
full  power  of  regulating  trade  for  fifteen  years  by  restrictions  oi 
dnties;  with  a  proviso  suspending  its  operation  until  all  the  othei 
states  shall  have  done  the  same. — ^That  North  Carolina,  by  their  ad 
of  the  2d  June,  1784,  have  authorized  their  delegates  to  agree  tc 
and  ratify  an  article  or  articles  by  which  Congress  shall  be  empow 
cred  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  all  foreign  goods  in  any  othei 
than  vessels  owned  by  citizens  of  the  United  States  or  navigated  bj 
such  a  proportion  of  seamen  citizens  of  the  United  States  as  may  U 
agreed  to  by  Congress,  which  when  agreed  to  by  all  the  states  shall 
be  considered  as  a  part  of  the  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual 
union.  From  the  above  review  of  the  acts  passed  by  the  several 
states,  in  consequence  of  the  said  recomendation,  it  appears  that, 
though  in  order  to  make  the  duration  of  the  powers  equal,  it  will  bo 
necessary  for  the  states  of  Connecticut,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland  and 
South  Carolina  so  flEur  to  amend  their  acts  as  to  permit  the  authori- 
ties therein  granted  to  commence  their  operation  at  the  time  Con- 
gress shall  bcein  to  exercise  them,  yet  still  the  powers  granted  bj 
them  and  by  tlie  states  of  Massachusetts,  Ehode  Island,  New  York, 
New  Jersey,  Delaware,  Virginia  and  Georgia,  are  otherwise  in  such 
compliance  with  the  recommendation,  that  if  the  states  of  New  Hamp- 
shire and  North  Carolina,  had  conformed  their  acts  to  the  said  reso* 
lution,  agreeable  to  the  urgent  recommendation  of  Congress  of  the 
8d  March  last,  the  powers  therein  ^quested  might  immodiatelj 
begin  to  operate.  The  committee  however  are  of  opinion,  that  the 
acts  of  the  states  of  New  Hampshire  and  North  Carolina,  manifest  so 
liberal  a  disposition  to  grant  the  necessary  powers  upon  this  subject, 
that  their  not  having  complied  with  the  recomendation  of  March 
last  must  be  attributed  to  other  reasons  than  a  disinclination  in  them 
to  adopt  measures  similar  to  those  of  their  sister  states. — The  com- 
mittee therefore  conceive  it  unnecessary  to  detail  to  them  the  situa- 
tion of  our  commerce,  languishing  under  the  most  ruinous  restric- 
tions in  foreign  ports,  or  the  benefits  which  must  arise  from  the  due 
and  equal  use  of  powers  competent  to  its  protection  and  support,  by 
that  body  wh'ch  can  alone  beneficially,  safely  and  effectually  exercise 
the  same  ;*' — Wl:ereupon, 
J^esoli^edf  That  it  be  again  earnestly  recommended  to  tho  legishir 


«np  if  tfif  ilOar  of  9«r  HavipfUn  VDd  ITordi  (^ 

Bj  with  the  mdotiMii  of  tho  80lh  A^  nU,u  io  ^^^  m 
«Wr  wjlitho Uvtod  ftotMia  (>ngniii  iyMmbM  to  eafDote ^e^ 
l«mm  MWMI9  lovvijM  10  Mcii  w  iKmbla. , 


Tbtl  «■  the  edenl  tnd  dimitloii  of  the  poMfi  to  lie  e»w: 
mbed  b^'the  Ufiited  SteteslnCkJiifgtaei  iMMmbted  under  Oe' 
iwmeiMleB6tt  tbeve  mebtioiied  oogbt  to  be  eqeal,  it  be  tmmm* 
imM  to  the  fcgi^etam  of  OomieoSeaty  PetmeylTftiiiey  KaiTluid 
nd  Booth  Oirofina  eo  ihr  to  eniend  their  eels,  ee  to  wt  the  |K>wer: 
ftmb  eoDtdoed  for  th6  terai  of  Uleen  yeete  ft«n  the  dej  co  vhieh 
Ooegmi  aiiin  begm  to  ezeidee  the  eeme. ' 

0HA8.  THOlfSON/Beflj. 


Bmfj  AfjiSfRpifa  to  F.  HopsnisaHi  1786.    . 
Seoreteij's  Qffioe,  2401  Oct^  17B6. 

Iha^e  the  directions  of  Gouncil  to  trtosmit  toyoaaoopy  of  • 
Benlvtion  of  the  hosse  of  Deleftttes  of  Marylaody  <Uted  the  21it  of 
MraaiTi  1786,  ft  a  copy  of  a  Kesolutioa  of  the  Gtenenl  Aaiembly 
of  ^  StetO;  dated  the  2Sd  of  Maieh,  1786,  with  an  Aot  of  OomMil 
ttflmipon.  It  IB  the  wish  of  the  Board  that  yon  and  tho  Gk&tlemen 
Modtted  with  you  will,  from  time  to  time  oommnnieate  to  them 
die  progieas  made  in  the  bnmneee  whidi  is  the  eabjeot  of  these 
temd  tesolntions. 

I  am,  Sir, 

with  the  greatest  respect, 

Your  most  obedient  Serv't 

JNO.  ARMSTRONG,  Jr. 

The  Hon.  Francis  Hopkinson. 


Pus.  Franklin  to  Commissioners  for  iMPROViNa  inland 
Navigation,  1785. 

In  Gonncil,  Philadelphia,  October  26«^  1786. 

OiiUemeB: 

To  your  own  sense  of  the  importance  of  the  Negotiation  with  the 
Stitis  of  Delaware  and  Matyknd  which  yon  are  now  ebooft  to  enter 
^,  Oooncil  might  have  very  mfdy  tmsted,  as  well  tor  jout  ahlB\- 
te  la  egtidaetiti^  «#  for  yoar  eeai  in  briDflinff  H  W  Ik  iwoolb^ 


73  PENNSYLVANIA  AEOHIVES  1786. 

conclusion.  They  howeyer  esteem  it  a  dnty  to  impress  yon  i 
8ome  Ideas,  which,  in  certain  OoDJnnctnres,  may  serve  yoa  aa  lead 
principles  and  be  nleaded  as  motives. 

You  will  remember  how  much  the  welfiire  of  Pennsylvania  .depe 
on  her  export  trade  and  as  a  navigable  communication  between 
two  Bays  of  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  will  aid  our  Exports  mon 
less  according  to  the  Extent  to  which  the  work  may  be  prosecul 
You  will  herein  have  a  sufficient  motive  to  contend  for  the  Gomi 
nication  upon  the  largest  practicable  scale.  A  like  consideral 
may  induce  Maryland  to  press  more  particularly  on  the  subject 
the  Susquehanna  navigation.  In  this  case  that  State  should  ki 
that  the  Improvements  there  should  correspond  in  extent  with 
views  entertained  with  regard  to  the  former  navigation. 

The  States,  parties  to  the  negociation  have  tho  same  gen 
objects,  but  as  each  may  be  attached  to  ways  of  accomplishing  tl 
particularly  favorable  to  itself,  unless  a  spirit  of  mutual  concesi 
take  place  among  the  Negociators,  a  partial  biass  may  tend  to 
appoint  the  main  purpose.  You  will  not  therefore  risque  too  m 
on  that  head,  but  sometimes  yield  in  points  not  materially  disadi 
tageous  to  the  State  when  it  may  be  necessary  to  procure  a  gen 
concurrence. 

If  principles  could  be  established  to  determine  the  Compara 
benefits  to  each  State  from  the  new  Navigatiou,  then  the  burthei 
Expence  to  be  borne  by  each  might  be  precisely  adjusted,  but 
such  accuracy  is  not  attainable  Council  in  this  article  are  not  avi 
to  your  application  of  the  rule  just  laid  down. 

These  are  the  sentiments  of  Council  upon  the  principal  po 
which  you  will  have  to  consider  ;  it  is  nevertheless  their  desire  i 
you  make  them  frequent  communications  of  the  progress  of 
Negociation  in  order  that  you  may  have  the  benefit  of  such  ad 
and  direction  as  circumstances^  in  their  opinion  may  make^nccess 
I  am^  GentlemeUi 

with  great  regard. 

Your  obedient  humble  servant, 

BENJ.  FRANKLI^ 
Dhectedj 

To  the  Commissioners  for  improviug  the  inland  navigation. 


Col.  Francis  Mentges  to  Pres.  Biddle,  178 G. 

Philadelphia,  the  2Gth  8  bre,  178t 
Sir, 

The  Battallion  of  Artillery  was,  at  their  last  Muster  Day,  prevei 
of  parading  oa  account  of  tho  weather,  they  thereforo  conclude 
«    rcry  Damoroua  meeting  to  parade  on  Monday  next,  with 
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wmiofmm,  itti  to  tab  up  a  Liiw  of  Hmh,  in  MritttoAm  vWh 
tlM  Tjroopt  rf  light  Drugooni  and  Uie  CompiMlii  of  Liglhi  bihaltyi 
to  parfnrm  the  uflbreni  evolatiou  ud  firiDgs  ^  doM  tht  SiMPi> ; 
offfU8h^MMIIiqjlM¥eboii6ndmewiththaooiitta^    Itbttghfc 

Stftolnfofm  7011  lol  tWHoB^blethe  OoimoUof  thk  DunQta^ra, 
hope  it  wiH  mMt  with  your  sppnlMitiimf,  whM  trill  •And  the 
|ital«t  ntnflMiioii  «o  thoie  OiHieoi  who  «r#  wkUng  tiy  beperfWt 
m  tho  BiKtiij  irC^  to  Mt  M  ioldien  In  «M0  of  oeoQiiit^^ 
1  kisft  tho  honor  to  hi^  . 
with  tho  faighadt  oetMBi, 

Tour  Ob.  H«  Sonrt., 

F.  MENTOXS.! 
N.  B.  Ton  will  pIoM  to  fkwr  me  witfi  iii  iiunrar  to  d^j. 
Tho  Honb.  Charts  Biddle^  yiflft  i>oiiaeiit 
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Offioo  of  Secretary  of  Congreos, 
Ootr.  27th.  1786. 
Sr, 

I  hmfo  the  honor  ot  transmitting  to  yonr  Ezoellenoy  herewith 
eoeloeed  an  aetof  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  biinginff 
agthi  to  jonr  view  the  enolosed  resolntions  of  80th  April  1784,  and 
leeommending  to  the  Legislature  of  yonr  State  so  far  to  amend  thdr 
let  is  to  vest  the  powers  therein  eontained  for  tho  term  of  15  yean 
from  the  day  on  which  Congress  shall  be^pn  to  ezeroiae  the  same, 
with  the  ffreatast  Respeot, 

I  htre  the  honor  to  be, 
your  Bxeellenoy's  most  obedient, 

ft  most  hnmble  Sonrant, 
hdaned,  CHA.  THOMSOI^,* 

From  Charles  Thomson,  Esq..  enoloung  an  act  of  Congress  of 
the  23d  of  Oetober,  1780,  Ae.    Nor.  18,  reld.  to  Mr.  Morris,  Mr. 
Kobinson,  Mr.  Willmg,  Mr.  Whitehill,  ft  Mr.  Clark. 
Direciedj 
flis  Exeellesey  The  Prerident  of  Pennsylvania. 


Report  ov  Board  of  Trbasvrt,  1786. 

Copy. 

The  Board  of  Treasury,  to  whom  was  referred  a  Motion  of  the 

hon^  the  Delegates  of  the  State  of  Pennsyhrania,  praybg  that  the 

Snm  of  Seventy  eight  thousand  six  hundred  and  forty-two  Dollan, 

which  had  bc^  lately  delivered  to  the  Comptroller  of  Ae  State  of 

*  SeeCoL  JKe^.,  YqI.  X7.,  p.  IOC. 
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Ponn*  in  Bilb  of  Credit  of  that  State,  bearinc  Date  in  the  year  1781, 
.might  be  plaeed  to  the  Debit  of  the  general  Acooont  of  aaid  State 
with  the  United  States, 

Beg  Leave  to  report  to  Congress, 

That  the  above  Sum  of  78,642  Dollars,  forms  part  of  the  Sam  of 
890,000  Dollars  in  Bills  of  Credit  issued  in  the  jrear  1781,  in  the 
State  of  Ponnsylyania,  k  reeeived  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  Loan 
Office  in  that  State,  in  pnrsnance  of  an  Agreement  between  the  late 
Sapcrintendant  of  Finance  and  the  Gh)yemment  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sjlvania,  by  which  it  was  stipulated  that  the  sum  of  890,000  Dol- 
lars in  the  Bills  above  mentioned  should  be  paid  into  the  Continental 
Loan  Office,  to  redeem  the  like  Sum  of  the  new  Emission  Money  of 
the  18*^  of  March,  1780,  being  a  Balance  due  to  the  United  Sutes 
of  the  four  Tenths  of  the  said  Money  emitted  on  the  Funda  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 

That  the  above  Sum  of  390,000  Dollars  appears  accordingly  to 
have  been  received  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  said  Office ;  but  that 
no  Part  of  the  New  Emission  Money  of  the  18*^  of  March,  1780, 
was,  in  Exchange  therefor,  delivered  over  by  the  late  Superintendant 
of  Finance. 

That  in  Consequence  of  an  Application  made  to  this  Board  by  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Loan  Office  of  the  SfAte  of  Pennsylvania,  stating 
the  Circumstances  of  the  Negociation  above  mentioned,  and  that  he 
had  applied  to  the  Use  of  the  United  States,  out  of  the  Sum  of  800, 
000  Dollars  by  him  received  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, the  Sum  of  811,850  Dollars.  The  Board  informed  the 
said  Officer,  that  tho'  this  transaction  had  not  come  under  their 
Cognizance,  they  had  no  Objection  to  his  delivering  over  to  the 
Treasurer  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  the  Sum  of  811,358  Dollars 
in  new  emission  Money  of  the  18^  of  Maroh,  1780,  in  Lieu  of  the 
like  Sum  in  Pennsylvania  State  Money  said  to  have  been  appro- 
priated to  the  Use  of  the  United  States ;  and  the  Balance,  being 
78,642  Dollars,  in  the  same  Money  which  he  had  received  from  the 
Treasurer  of  the  State. 

That  it  appears  from  a  Letter  to  this  Board  of  the  28'*'  August 
last  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  Loan  Office  in  the  State  of 
PcDDsylv*,  that  in  pursuance  of  our  Directions  &  by  Agreement  with 
the  Comptroller  of  the  St.  of  Pennsylvania,  he  had  paid  into  the  Tr^i- 
sury  of  the  said  State  in  New  Emission  Money  of  the  18^^  of 
March,  1780,  811,858 

in  Penns*  State  Money  of  tho  year  1781,  78,642 

890,000 

Taking  temporary  Eeceipts  for  tho  said  Payments,  which  were 
made  at  difTcrent  Times ;  but  that,  on  his  application  for  a  formal 
Bcceipt,  acknowledging  that  the  above  Payments  were  in  complete 
Discharge  of  the  Sum  of  390,000  Dollars  received  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  in  State  Monoy  of  the  year  1781,  tho  Comptroller  of 
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tta  Stife  would  not  pennit  saoh  a  Reoeipt  to  be  given,  and  peremp- 

torilj  demanded  the  Sam  of  78,642  Dollan  in  new  Emission  of  the 
18*^  of  March,  1780,  alledging  that  the  State  would  give  Credit  for 
tiie  Sum  whjph  had  been  received  in  the  State  Money  aforesaid. 

That  on  a  Refusal  on  the  Part  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Loan 
Office  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  to  pay  the  Sum  required  of  him 
in  the  new  Emission  of  the  18^  of  March^  1780,  an  Attachment  has 
been  laid  on  his  Goods  and  Effects  to  the  Amount  of  the  Sum  above 
mentioned ;  and  to  suspend  the  Ezeoution  of  the  same,  a  Certiorari 
has  been  granted,  the  Merits  of  which  are  still  depending. 

In  Justice,  however,  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  it  is  incumbent 
on  us  to  observe,  tbat  this  Process  of  the  Comptroller  is  in  this  In- 
stance altogether  repugnant  to  the  Laws  of  the  State,  so  &r  as  they 
xelate  to  Matters  of  Account  betwixt  that  State  and  the  Union,  since 
by  an  Act  of  that  State  it  is  made  the  Duty  of  the  Comptroller  to 
distinguish  such  Accounts  as  are  of  a  federal  nature,  in  order  that 
they  may  be  adjusted  on  such  Principles  as  shall  be  proposed  by  the 
United  States  in  Congress  and  agreed  to  on  the  part  of  the  State. 
That  the  Account  for  which  the  Property  of  M'  Smith  is  attached, 
was,  in  the  Opinion  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  State,  of  that  Nature, 
appears  clearly  from  his  application  by  Letter  to  this  Board  to  direct 
the  Loan  Officer  to  give  up  to  tho  State  the  full  Sum  of  390,000 
Dollars  in  the  new  emissions  of  the  18*^  of  March,  1780. 

From  the  above  Statement,  which  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the 
Board  to  lay  before  Congress,  in  order  to  enable  that  hon*''*  Body 
to  judge  of  the  Propriety  of  the  present  Application,  the  Board  beg 
leave  to  observe, 

That  the  Sum  of  78,642  Dollars  in  Penn*  State  Money,  which 
ms  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  that  State  in  pursuance  of  the  negocia- 
tioQ  above  mentioned,  must  either  be  considered  in  full  Discharge  of 
the  Balance  due  to  the  State  on  the  Monies  by  them  pid  to  tho 
Commissioner  of  the  Loan  Office  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  or  it 
most  not. 

If  it  is  to  be  so  considered,  then  there  is  no  necessity  of  giving 
tbe  State  of  Pennsylvania  Credit  for  the  monies  above  mentioned, 
because  this  ncgociation  betwixt  the  late  Superintendant  of  Financo 
tod  the  Govemm'  of  Pennsylvania,  is  by  such  arrangement,  com- 
pletely settled. 

If  it  is  not  to  be  so  considered,  then  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
till  have  a  Right  to  the  Sum  of  78,642  Dollars  in  the  new  Emission 
Money  of  the  18'^  of  March,  1780,  (provided  a  sufficient  Sum  in  the 
old  Continental  Emissions  be  paid  in  by  the  said  State  to  admit  the 
Right  of  issuing  such  an  Amount  of  the  Emission  last  mentioned,) 
and  the  United  States  will  have  a  Right  to  reclaim  of  the  Treasurer 
of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  the  Sum  of  78,642  Dollars  in  State 
Money  of  the  year  1781,  which  the  Comptroller  obtained  Possession 
of  in  the  manner  stated  in  this  Ileport. 

From  the  Ftoogss iasned  on  the  Part  of  tho  State  of  Pcnn&^\^Tin\a, 
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it  appears  that  tbe  State  view  their  Claim  in  the  light  last  mentions 
ConsideriDg  it,  therefore^  in  the  same  Point  of  View,  we  beg  leai 
to  observe, 

That  an  application  for  the  above  Sum  of  78,642  Dollars  in  tl 
Penns*  State  Money,  to  be  passed  to  tbe  Debit  of  that  State  as  i 
much  Specie,  must  be  considered  on  similar  Principles  as  if  an  app: 
cation  had  been  made  for  giving  up  and  paying  to  the  Debit  of 
State,  a  like  Sum  in  the  new  Emission  Money  of  the  18^  of  Maro 
1780,  of  the  Proportion  which  was  subject  to  the  Orders  of  tl 
United  States ;  and  that  the  Reasons  therefore,  which  has  goyemi 
this  Board  on  an  Application  from  the  State  of  New  York  relati' 
to  a  Sum  of  new  Emission  Money  issued  on  the  Funds  of  that  Stat 
will,  in  their  Opinion,  apply  in  the  present  Instance. 

On  the  Reference  last  mentioned,  it  was  observed  by  the  Boar 
^'  That  a  change  of  the  Credit  of  Monies  paid  into  the  general  Tre 
<<  sury  in  pursuance  of  the  Resolves  of  the  18^  of  March,  1780, 
*'  any  one  Instance,  would  operate  as  a  Relinquishment  of  the  Balane 
*^  due  from  the  several  States  on  that  Head ;  and  that  such  Reli 
^'quishment  was  not  compatible  with  the  exhausted  State  of  tl 
''  Finances,  or  with  that  steady  adherence  to  the  Execution  of  tl 
"  Resolves  of  Congress  which  ought  to  govern  in  the  Collection 
'*  the  general  Revenue." 

To  this  general  Observation  the  Board  beg  Leave  to  add — ^Th 
the  Funds  established  in  several  States  for  the  Redemption  of  tl 
New  Emission  Money,  are  now  operating  so  as  to  render  the  sa 
Money  daily  more  valuable; — that  in  Consequence  they  have  alreai 
appropriated  part  of  those  Monies  in  the  States  of  New  York,  Mar 
land  and  Virginia;  that  it  would  be  Injustice  to  these  States 
make  a  Distinction  with  Respect  to  Pennsylvania;  and  that  whil 
the  Prcservaticn  of  the  western  Territory  obliges  the  United  Stat 
in  Congress  to  introduce  a  more  extensive  military  Establishme 
than  was  provided  for  in  the  Estimates  of  the  last  and  present  ya 
every  Resource  ought,  iu  their  Opinion,  to  be  carefully  cherishe 
which  has  a  Prospect  of  contributing  to  the  Discharge  of  the  £ 
pences  of  the  general  Government. 

From  the  Circumstances  above  stated,  the  Board  submit  to  t 
Consideration  of  Congress  tbe  following  Resolve  : 

That  it  would  be  iuiproper  for  the  United  States  in  Congress  to  pi 
to  the  Debit  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  in  their  general  Account  wi 
the  United  States,  the  Sum  of  Seventy  eight  thousand  six  hundred  a: 
forty  two  Dollars  of  Bills  of  Credit  issued  by  that  State  in  the  yc 
1781,  and  received  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  Loan  Office  in  t 
said  State,  by  Virtue  of  a  Warrant  of  the  late  Superintendant 
Finance  of  the  16»*  of  July,  1781. 

All  of  which  is  humbly  submitted. 
Signed,  SAMUEL  OSGOOD, 

WALTER  LIVINGSTON, 

October  31,  1T86.  ARTHUR  LEE. 
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ElSCXION  op  DsLBQATSS  10  GOKORBflS,  1786. 

State  of  Pennsylvania. 
In  Oeneraf  Aanmbly, 

Toesday,  October  81, 1786,  A.  M. 
A|;reeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Hooae  proceeded  to  the 
eleeUoD  of  Delegates  to  represent  this  State  in  the  Congress  of  the 
(Joited  States,  and  the  ballots  beins  taken,  it  appeared  that  the 
Honorable  Arthur  St.  Clair,  Charles  Pettit,  William  Irrine,  Samuel 
Meredith  and  William  Bingham,  Esquires,  were  duly  elected. 
Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

PETER  Z.  LLOYD, 

Clerk  of  the  Oeneral  Assembly. 
Tke  Honorable  The  Soprome  Ezecntiye  Council. 


Resolves  op  Sbttlsbs  of  Wyoming,  1786. 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Setlers  inhabitants  of  Wyoming  legally 
waroed  and  held  at  Kingston,  Nov'r  6th,  1786,  Col.  Zebulon  Butler, 
Chairman.  Whereas  the  Agents  from  Philadelphia  Report  that  the 
Legislature  of  this  State  by  a  law  Enacted  the  23d  of  Oct'r  last, 
hi?e  erected  a  new  County  at  Wyoming  and  parts  adjacent  from 
the  Nesoopeck  Creek,  on  the  South  to  the  North  line  of  y«  State  on 
the  North,  extending  East  to  the  Lehi,  and  West  to  the  Ridge  of 
Land  dividing  the  waters  of  the  West  branch  from  the  waters  ot  the 
East  branch  of  the  Susq'h  River  by  the  name  of  the  County  of 
lAzerne.  And  whereas  by  the  s'd  Recited  law  it  is  enacted  that 
the  Inhabitants  of  s'd  County  of  Luzerne  are  entitled  to  all,  and 
siogolar  jurisdictions,  Powers,  Rights,  Liberties  and  privilodees 
whatsoever  which  the  Inhabitants  of  other  Counties  of  the  State  do, 
may  or  ought  to  Enjoy  by  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  said  State, 
jet  there  is  no  Provision  made  in  s'd  act  whereby  the  s'd  Inhabi- 
tants can  consistent  with  the  Constitution  Eojoy  any  of  s'd  Rights, 
or  Liberties  whatsoever,  that  the  second  Tuesday  in  October,  annu- 
allj  is  the  dme  appointed  by  the  Constitution  for  holding  Elections, 
to  Elect  Representatives,  Councilors,  Sheriffs,  Coroners,  Commis- 
sioners, &c.  This  Meeting  therefore  taking  into  consideration  tho 
aaid  Recited  Law,  the  Singular  and  Extraordinary  Circumstances  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Luzerne,  that  there  is  neither  Courts, 
Jostices,  Sheriff,  Coroner,  Constable  or  any  Civil  officer  whatsoever 
within  the  limits  of  the  County,  regreting  the  Deficiency  in  s'd 
Recited  Law— came  to  the  following  resolution  : 

Besolved,  Unanimously,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Meeting 
that  the  law  of  this  State  Ercctiog  the  Nothern  parts  of  tbe  co\kTil>) 
of  ^otihumhcrlaDd  into  a  New  County ^   makes  no    PxoVvuou 
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whereby  the  Inhabitants  thereof,  may  or  can  enjoy  the  Rifl 
Liberties  and  Priviledges,  that  Citizens  of  the  State  are  entitled 
that  they  are  not  authorized  or  Im powered  to  hold  any  Election 
to  Elect  any  officer  of  Oovernment  or  Civil  Officer,  whatsoever 
the  following  Reason. — ^That  the  law  for  Erecting  the  County 
not  came  to  hand,  except  a  bill  published  for  Consideration 
said  to  be  Enacted  into  a  Law,  that  the  time  for  holding  the  am 
Election  in  Oo't  last,  was  expired  so  soon  after  the  law  was  Bnae 
that  an  Election  Could  not  have  been  held  agreeable  to  the  Coi 
tution,  after  the  Return  of  the  Agents  from  Assembly. 

That  there  is  no  Person  or  Persons  whatsoever,  Authoxiaei 
qualified  to  call  the  Freemen  or  Freeholders  for  the  Purpose  of  h 
ing  an  Election,  to  hold  an  election  or  Elect  any  Civil  officer  or 
cers  of  G-ovemment  whatsoever— that  there  is  no  Person  author 
to  qualify  Judges  and  Inspectors  of  Elections,  or  to  make  Retoi 
^  That  an  Election  held  where  a  legal  Warning  is  not  or  oanno 
given,  and  where  no  Person  is  Authorised  or  qualified,  as  afora 
either  as  Justices,  Sherifi^,  Constable  or  Judges  and  Inspeoton 
Election,  to  warn  or  hold  such  Election,  or  to  make  Retom  i 
Violation  of  the  Constitution  and  Laws  of  this  State. 

A  True  Copy,  J.  FRANKLDi 

7ftc7oraetf|— Resolves  of  settlers  of  Wyoming  att'd  by  John  Fraal 
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State  of  Pennsylvania  in  (General  Assembly. 

Tuesday,  November  7, 1786,  A,  1 
A^eeably  to  the  order  of  the  day  the  House  proceeded  to 
election  of  a  Register  for  the  probate  of  Wills  and  granting  Lei 
of  Administration  and  Recorder  of  Deeds,  in  and  for  the  count 
Luzerne,  when  the  ballots  being  taken  it  appeared  that  Tim< 
Pickering,  Esquire^  was  duly  elected. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

J.  SHALLUS,  As't  Clerl 


John  Fbanelin  to  Db.  Joseph  Hamilton,  1786. 

Wilksbarre,  Nov'r  7, 178( 
Dear  Doctor, 

I  Reooived  your  Packet  by  Mr.  Batcman  in  its  time,  also 
sent  by  Doct'r  Ronton,  I  have  not  seen  the  one  you  mentioDM 
Mr.  Bates,  I  have  not  time  to  give  you  an  Answer,  as  the  be 
Mr.  Brown,  is  waiting.   I  expect  you  have  heard  from  hero  by  1 
Beacb, 
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A  Meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  was  held  yesterday  to  hear  the  re- 
port of  the  Agents  from  Philadelphia^  and  for  other  purposes,  as 
there  has  been  no  Meeting  before,  since  our  return,  I  send  enclosed 
a  Resolve  Respecting  the  Law  for  Erecting  a  New  County.  We 
hiye  passed  a  Resolve  appointing  a  Committee  to  Act  in  Con- 
joDction  with  Major  Jenkins  and  myself  to  Enquire  into  the  Claims 
of  the  Settlers,  as  we  had  not  a  quorum  of  those  appointed  by  the 
Company  it  is  a  matter  that  Concerns  the  Setlers  more  immediately. 
We  have  also  Past  a  Resolve  Prohibiting  the  Exportation  of  gram 
from  this  settlement.  I  have  not  time  to  copy  them^  but  will  send 
them  the  first  opportunity. 

That  old  Traitor  Smithy  made  his  appearance  at  the  meeting,  I 
have  not  seen  him  these  4  months  before — he  urged  a  Petition  to  the 
Anembly  of  Pennsylvania,  and  would  give  up  our  Connecticut  title 
throw  ourselves  on  the  Mercy  of  Pennsylvania,  and  pray  for  our 
improvements — however  he  had  no  influence  on  any  of  tne  Mectingi 
a  Number  urged  a  Petition  for  five  miles  each  side  of  the  River,  but 
nothing  done  on  that  head — we  expect  another  meeting  next  Tuesday, 
I  am  not  sure  whether  the  Inhabitants  will  Petition  or  not — I  don't 
hiow  why  we  need  Petition  unless  we  withdraw  our  last,  as  nothing 
b  Determined  on  that — but  should  we  Petition  it  will  be  for  a  Certain 
Territory,  5  miles  Each  side  of  the  River,  it  is  most  likely  I  shall 
Draught  the  Petition  (if  any  is  sent,)  you  may  depend  the  founda- 
tion shall  be  laid  in  sucn  way  as  it  will  do  no  injury  to  the  Company — 
I  am  sure  the  State  Cannot,  nor  will  not  grant  us  one  foot. 

I  expect  you  have  heard  of  the  late  Deluge,  the  rain  on  the  5th 
Oct'r,  which  fell  in  about  24  hours,  Raised  the  River  about  6  feet, 
tnd  in  the  narrow  10  feet.  Deeper  than  ever  known,  the  small 
streams  became  mighty  Rivers,  the  Mills  are  mostly  swept  off,  and 
one  half  of  all  kind  of  food  for  man  and  Beast  is  forever  lost — even 
the  Roots  in  the  Earth  such  as  Potatoes,  turnips,  Parsnips,  &c.,  are 
mostly  Rotten  in  the  Earth.  The  greatest  part  of  the  Rain  fell  in 
the  afternoon  and  evening  of  the  fifth,  the  Susq'h  River  that  was 
fordable  at  4  of  the  Clock  after  noon  was  over  the  face  of  the  Earth 
from  Mountain  to  Mountain,  at  6  o'clock  the  morning  of  6th — it  is 
Bnrprising  to  see  the  Mountains  in  smallest  Runs  of  Water,  you 
may  see  Stones  from  three  Pounds  to  three  Tuns  Weight  Drove  to  a 
great  Distance  and  hove  up  in  heaps,  a  stone  judged  to  weigh  two 
tons  Lies  mounted  on  two  stumps  near  Tobies  Creek,  that  was  drove 
from  a  considerable  distance,  a  number  of  Cattle  were  drowned,  our 
fences  all  gone,  one  man  was  Drownd  attempting  to  save  some  effects^ 
bat  as  I  am  in  haste  shall  say  no  more. 

1  am  your  humble  Serv't, 

JOHN  FRANKLIN. 
N.  B.  Mr.  Brown  has  been  here  to  do  Duty  for  Col.  Wall,  but  is 
^iappointed  about  his  land  being  laid  as  was  promised,  has  been 
here  6ince  the  20th  of  June. 
l)iTtcUd, — To  Doc'r  Joseph  Hawilton^  City  of  Hudson. 
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Board  of  Trbasuby  to  Pres.  Franklin,  1786. 

(Circular,) 
Board  of  Treasury^  November  7th,  I78G 
Sir, 

We  bave  tbe  bonor  of  transmittiDg  to  your  ExcelleDcy  copiei 
two  Acts  of  the  United  States  id  Congress  Assembled  of  the  2 
and  21st  of  October  last  Tbe  first  act  (which  has  been  officii 
transmitted  by  the  Secretary  at  War  to  the  States  it  more  imm< 
ately  relates  to)  so  fully  explains  tbe  object  for  which  tbe  enolc 
Hcquisitien  is  made  that  it  becomes  unnecessary  for  this  Boan 
enter  into  any  detail  on  this  subject. 

It  will  be  observed  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  in  which  ; 
have  the  honor  to  preside^  that  the  Commissioners  of  the  Treas 
are  directed  to  open  a  loan  to  the  amount  of  Five  hundred  thooa 
Dollars,  at  the  Rate  of  Six  per  Cent  per  annum,  for  the  purpom 
carrying  into  execution  the  act  of  the  20th  ultimo,  on  the  Cre£i 
the  within  Bequisition. 

Such  is  the  state  of  Public  Credit  at  present  that  unless  the  fu 
appropriated  by  the  Several  States  for  raising  their  respective  Que 
of  this  special  Bequisition  are  more  productive  than  the  Ta 
which  are  too  much  depended  on  for  satbfying  their  annual  Quo 
there  is  little  prospect  of  our  being  able  to  induce  Individuals  to  < 
bark  in  the  proposed  Loan.  The  Consequence  of  which  wo 
inevitably  be  that  the  troops  proposed  to  be  raised  could  not 
provided  for  in  the  essential  articles  of  Provison  Clothing  and  F 
In  which  case  they  might  prove  as  great  an  evil  as  other  wise  t 
would  be  a  benefit  to  the  Union. 

It  therefore  becomes  our  Duty  to  request  the  favor  of  your  Ex 
Icncy  to  lay  before  the  Legislature  the  enclosed  communications  vi 
as  little  delay  as  possible  that  such  measures  for  carrying  the  si 
into  cfiectual  execution  may  be  adopted  as  the  present  exigenoiei 
the  Union  render  indispensibly  necessary. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  the  greatest  respect, 

your  Excellency's  most  obedient, 

and  Humble  Servants, 
SAMUEL  OSGOOD, 
WALTER  LIVINGSTON 
ARTHUR  LEE,* 
Indorsed, 

From  the  Board  of  Treasury  enclosing  Two  acts  of  Congress  of 
20th  &  2l8t,  of  Oct.  last.    Nov.  17   1786,  rcfd.  to  the  commeo. 
Ways  &  means, 
Directed, 

His  Excellency,  The  President  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

*  See  Col.  Roo.,  XV.  p.  107. 


OSA.  FlRXT  TO  SpKAXIE  Of  ASSXHBLT,  ITS^ 

Wkm  .die  Dekplw  of  Ptniuylvttift  were  honoorad  with  Hn^ 
iMtnetioiis  of  Iko late  Hooio  of  Afsemblj  to  obtain  froa  GoomM 
aa  orier  diat  the  nuB  of  £82,429,16,7  of  tbo  Bilb  of  Orodkomittad 
bj  tha  State  in  tiie  year  1781,  Oaa  Ijing  in  the  Continental  Loa0 
(NBoe  ihoold  be  paid  into  the  State  Tieasury  and  paaeed  to  fho 
Mnit  of  the  Stale  in  the  Qenotal  aoeoimt^  tfiere  were  not  a  eaflkknl 


umber  of  Statea  preeent  to  peae  BBoh  an  order  if  they  had  been 

ao  fflepoBcd.    The  Inatnictiona  liowever  being  pnUie,  beeame  a  nib- 

jcei  <n  OonTenatien,  and  yonr  Deleg^tee  had  no  diilenlty  in  dja^ 

eeming  that  to  make  the  applioatiop-  in  FotBi  ofen  whea  Congnee 

WMaeie  fall  wonld  not  be  attended  with  eooeeH;  itwMi  theieim 

delajed,  or  lather  withdrawn,  for  the  notion  waa  auideft  aoBeDehale 

had  upon  it.    A  negotiation  wta  aet  on  Foot  with  the  Board  ef 

Treaanry  on  the  Subject,  tntt  the  sam  stated  not  agreeing  with  the 

amount  reported  by  the  Loan  Offioer  of  that  kind  of  Money  in  hie 

Handa  ana  the  Board  not  having  elear  conoeptiona  of  the  einmm- 

jrtaneea  under  which  that  money  rested  in  the  Loan  Office,  they  did 

not  ehooee  to  give  any  opinion  on  the  matter  'till  they  ahoold 

leeeive  farther  Information. 

Mean  while  the  Comptroller  General  of  the  State' demanded  from 
ttie  Loan  Officer,  390,000  Dollara  of  the  new  Emission  ^J^oney  of 
Harch  9, 1780,  and  punned  the  Demand  in  a  manner  that  mpasioned 
flUDute  Enquiry  ana  Investigation. 

Perceiving  however,  Uiat  Matters  were  tending  towards  a  Coftr 
tot  between  the  two  Offioera,  rather  than  toward  accommodation, 
tad  that  it  might  lead  to  a  Discussion  which  it  might  be  more  pru- 
dent to  avoid,  I  thooffht  it  best,  before  an  appeal  ahould  be  made 
to  the  Principals  on  either  aide  of  the  Question,  to  propose  a  oour 
dlittory  Plan  to  the  Board  of  Treasury,  especially  aa  I  had  reason 
to  believe  they  were  taking  Meaaurea  to  turn  into  circulation  up- 
wards of  &0,000  Dollars  of  the  new  Emiauon  money  of  1780,  which 
IB  that  Part  of  the  Money  in  diapute  which,  according  to  their  View 
of  the  Matter  they  had  a  Right  to  appropriate  &  which  I  supposed 
woold  in  some  Meaaure  derange  the  Plan  formed  for  the  Redemption 
cf  that  Speeiee  of  Money.    The  Meaaurea  taken  by  the  Comptroller 
ieeoied  to  have  created  aome  Degree  of  Reaentment    I  told  them 
that  I  understood  those  Measures  to  be  entirely  hia  own  without 
any  Directions  from  superior  authority,  that  without  enquiring  into 
the  Propriety  of  them,  I  wished  on  the  present  occasion  to  wave 
ftem  altogether,  aa  I  conceived  that  the  Propoeala  I  ahould  make  if 
aeoeded,  would  aupereede  and  bury  them  in  oblivion.    I  drew  up 
t  Menorandum  of  which  the  inclosed  Paper  No  1  ia  a  Cop^.    iA 
tbeauitf  Taael  toM  them  I  wm  not  anthoriied  on  tVie  ¥ixt  ot  1>da 
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State  to  make  the  Proposition,  it  was  therefore  not  to  be  coneiderec! 
as  binding  on  them,  even  if  they  should  signify  their  willingness  to 
agree  to  it,  Hill  the  State  should  cloathe  it  with  Authority  on  theii 
Part  After  some  conversation  on  the  Expendiency  of  avoiding- 1 
Dispute  which  might  &  probably  would  occasion  the  with  holdinj 
from  the  federal  Treasury  Payments  to  a  much  greater  amount  than 
the  Sum  they  were  aiming  to  avail  themselves  of,  they  seemed  tc 
acquiesce  in  my  Opinion,  and  gave  me  reason  to  suppose  they  would 
report  in  favour  of  transferring  the  78,642  Dol%of  the  State  Monej 
to  the  Debit  of  the  State  in  the  general  Account,  tho'  they  would 
not  do  it  without  an  order  from  Congress.  We  therefore  moved  i 
Resolution  to  that  Effect  which  was  referred  to  the  Board  for  Report. 
They  kept  it  under  Reference  for  several  Weeks.  The  Paper  No. 
2,  contains  a  Copy  of  the  Report  which  was  made  some  Days  ago  j 
since  which  we  have  not  had  a  Congress. 

Ton  will  observe  that  the  Board  seem  to  consider  the  78,642  Dol's, 
State  Money  as  a  good  payment  towards  the  890,000  Dollars;  but 
that,  supposing  it  to  be  otherwise,  they  do  not  mean  to  comply  witl 
the  Desire  of  the  State  in  passing  it  to  the  general  Account. 
Whether  their  present  difficulties  in  Money  Matters  will  induce 
them  to  issue  it  or  not,  is  uncertain ;  but  they  seem  to  conceive  thej 
have  a  Right  to  do  it  at  its  depreciated  value  and  to  pass  it  to  the 
Credit  of  the  State  at  «uch  value  only. 

The  Schedule  (No.  3.)  affords  much  matter  for  mclancholly  Re 
flection.  That  Pennsylvania  stands  foremost  in  her  exertions  t( 
support  the  federal  Credit,  may  afford  some  consolation  to  her  Citl 
zens.  9tt  the  aggregate  of  the  Delinqnincies  is  too  great  to  be 
safely  submitted  to ;  and  the  lethargy  which  generally  prevails  in 
the  States  seems  to  threaten  a  ruinous  Increase  of  them. 

We  have  as  yet  but  six  States  represented  in  the  new  Congress. 
This  week  will  close  the  attendance  of  Col.  Bayard.     I  wish  mucfa 
to  be  relieved  even  if  it  be  but  for  a  short  Time,  I  therefore  hope 
that  at  least  two  of  my  hon'ble  Colleagues  will  shortly  appear. 
I  have  the  Honour  to  be, 
with  great  Respect,  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient 
&  most  humble  Servant, 

CHA.  PETTIT. 
Intfonedf 

Letter  from  Honble.  Charles  Pettit  Esqr.,  Nov.  8,  1786.     Read 
1  time  Nov.  13  1786,  Read  2  time  Nov.  14  &  refd.  to  the  comee.  on 
Ways  &  means. 
Directed, 

The  Honble.  The  Speaker  of  the  Genl.  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania. 


Havaobbs  ov  StAXi  LorciBY  TO  QouHOiiy  17^6. 
Stit^  Lottm  OffiM,  KdT.  lOih,  1786. 

Aboui  nzieen  bandied  Tiokeia  of  ^ei&ml  tSm  of  -^  hiUmr 

m  disponed  of;  near  twelve  bundrod  df  wUoh  ir^  abwd^te^  pdd 
And  the  remdtider  axe  ja  the  bands  o^-  petSODi  tjp'MU;  l^fl^W.^ 
whkhf  we  suppose  wiU  be  returned.  '.!.,      ^ 

We  bate  aasumiices,  wliieh  we  tLiak  J|Uy  1m  depended  upon  ijkl^ 
&boTe  five  huEidrfMl  Tickote  more,  will.be  pnrali^eed],  at  «O0f»-,«i,  f 
4*7  ahali  be  fixed  for  drawing  thb  Claif..  ..■'■"* 

From  the  advantageB  wbieh  tbe  So^i^me  praieiiiiBfio  Adreptotiei^ 
m  tbe  third  Cks^  of  a  mbt  of  pvQcmjpd^hi&oJtmrihpVDd'.i^ 
what  we  have  ea^perienced  ia  the  sale  .of  Tiokfiii^.irbile  tfie  .uccm^ 
vwdnwiqgp  il  Beems  thftt  a  muoli  waU^r  niulMr  i^  ranaia  Ufa^ 
hmi  aft  Ihedafiie  of  the  State  dua  in  ^  preoeediog  GlaMu 

We  thenfm  beg  leare  to  offer  it  ai  onjr  opmion  that  if  yooir 
Honorable  Board  ^old  be  pleased  to  fik  a  daj  for  the  drawing  to 
eommenoe  sometime  in  the  niBt  week  of  Janoary  next,  tliat  a  ooi»- 
nderable  number  of  ^Hckets  will  be  disposed  of  bj  that  time,  and 
•affiflient  notioe  afforded  to  those  who  may  laoline  to  become  Advenr 
biiers. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be, 
with  the  greatest  respect, 

May  it  please  the  Coancil| 
Tkeit  most  obedient 

Humble  ServantS| 
B.  FULLEB^ 
MATTH.  OLARKSON. 


Sam'l  Caldwbll  and  .  John  Barclat  to   Charlbs  Bid- 
due,  Esq., — Hoo  Island — 1786. 

PUlad%  Uth  No?r.,  1786. 

Soice  we  had  tbe  honor  of  waiting  on  vou  yeeterdavi  we  hav^ 
ooQvened  with  the  Att^y  Qenaral  on  the  subject  of  Hoglsland,  one 
ksadred  &  five  Aeies  whereof,  under  Bank,  Mr.  Thonias  Barclay 
CUfms,  under  a  Public  Sale  made  by  the  Agents  for  forfeited  Estales 
oa  the  20th  day  of  June,  1780|  having  been  sold  in  fee  simple,  as 
tlie  Estate  of  Joseph  Gkdloway,  forfeited  by  his  Attainder,  k  for 
which  a  Deed  of  Conveyance  was  granted  to  Sam'l  Caldwell  by  the 
Ute  Preudent  Moore,  in  the  year  1782,  the  whole  Purchase  money 
luLTing  been  paid  ft^ecured  agreesbJy  to  the  Terms  of  BaieptefMA^. 
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The  possession  of  tbe  Premises  hath  been  with-held  from  Mr. 
Barclay,  (who  purchased  from  Sam'l  Caldwell)  by  Reason  of  Col. 
Proctor  &  others,  whotook  forcible  Possession  &  lavs  Claim  to  the 
whole  Island,  under  some  old  Rights  supposed  to  do  derived  from 
the  Natives  or  the  Duke  of  York,  and  Contending  that  this  Islmiid 
was  no  part  of  Pennsylvania,  &o. 

The  Attorney  General  expects  to  be  powerfully  Opposed  on  the 
Tryal,  which  he  has  been  order'd  to  Institute,  as  a  Number  of  Oen- 
tlemen  of  the  first  Abilitys  in  the  Law  are  engaged  on  the  other 
side ;  He  a^ys  that  the  trial  will  necessarily  lead  into  qnestlons  of 
great  intricacy  k  importance,  and  a  deep  historical  research  into  the 
Original  Settlement  of  the  Province,  &  the  Extant  of  the  two  Char- 
ters ;  and  as  the  property  of  the  whole  Island  is  involved  in  the 
question,  he  doubts  not  but  the  Supreme  Executive  Coundl  will  see 
the  propriety  of  allowing  him  such  assistance  as  they  may  think  the 
magnitude  &  difficulty  of  the  Case  may  require.  He  says  it  has 
been  customary  on  those  Occasions,  to  employ  the  Att'y  General  ft 
one  Counsel  at  least,  ft  sometimes  two  assistants. 

We  beg  leave,  Sir,  to  request  that  you  will  lay  this  Matter 
before  Council  as  soon  as  may  be  Convenient,  that  measures  may  be 
taken  early  to  secure  success  in  a  Cause  of  so  mnch  Consequence,  as 
well  to  the  Public  as  to  the  Purchaser,  who  has  already  suffered 
great  Injury  in  his  property  by  Delay. 

We  are,  with  great  Respect  &  Esteem, 
Y'  very  Hble.  8erv«-, 

SAM'L  CALDWELL,* 
Directed,  JOHN  BARCLAY. 

The  Honorable  Charles  Biddle,  Esqr. 

John  Nicholson  to  Council,  1786. 

Compt.  General's  office,  Nov.  15, 1786. 
Sir, 

I  beg  leave  to  represent  that  the  papers  of  this  office  have  so  ia- 
creased  that  in  addition  to  the  two  rooms  I  now  possess  more  room 
hath  become  necessary,  the  room  over  the  Eolls  office  is  occupied 
by  the  Trustees  of  the  Loan  Office,  who  attend  I  believe  now  twice  a 
week.  There  was  a  communication  formerly  between  this  room  and 
the  office  up-stairs,  and  this  door  could  readily  be  opened  again ; 
this  would  enlarge  my  office  and  be  very  convenient ;  if  the  Tros- 
tees  could  be  equally  well  accommodated  elsewhere  in  the  Stato 
House. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  high  respect.  Sir, 
your  most  obdt.  Servt, 
Directed,  JOHN  NICHOLSON. 

The  Honble  the  Vice  Presid.,  in  Council. 

*  See  Vol  IX,  pp.  252.  620,— &  Vol.  X.,  p.  185— also  see  Col.  Rec,  VoL 
^r.,  p,  JIG, 
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ftplpi0  iua  SzoeilMifqr  the  PMidaat,  And  tl^  Honmbk  ftbi 

Earing  the  Honor  of  an  appomtm^nraSd  cSramtBaitm  from  tbii 
Honoarable  Council  as  President  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
im  the  County  of  Pliikdelpbia,  4nd  being  since  elected  and  cotn- 
raiffiioned  &b  a  justice  of  tlie  peace  for  tbe  ssme  Conntj,  I  fiod  by 
ibove  a  yeare  Experience  in  tbo  latter  affigoj  tbat  if  executed  witb 
tbe  proper  Care  and  Activity,  it  would  greatly  interfere  witb  and 
futreneb  upon  tbe  time  necessary  for  tbe  due  Kxeeution  of  tbe 
former  more  important  office  ;  I  therefore  request  tbis  Honorable 
noancil  will  seoept  my  resignatioti  of  tbe  said  offioe  of  Justice  of 
Ik  h:^tr.^  ^-  well  33  of  my  Com  missions  as  President  of  tbe  Courts 
of  Qotrtar  Sainoiui  of  the  petoe  for  the  liid  Citj  and  Coniiij. 
I  have  the  bonor  to  be^ 

with  tbe  greatest  respect. 
Your  Ezoellency's  and 
yonr  Honon  most 

ol)edient  bble.  Serr'ty 

EDW'D  SHIPPEN .♦ 
Philadelphia,  20th  Nov.,  1786. 
Dirtctedf 

To  His  Ezoellenoy,  the  Pxresident  and  the  Honorable  the  Sop- 
reme  Execntive  GonnoiL 


P&0PO8ALS  OF  John  Skikker  fob  a  Boai),  1786. 

lbs  propoaala  of  John  Skinner  to  Hi^  Ezoelleney  the  Gbvemor  ft 
Ezecative  Council  of  tbe  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  for 
making  a  part  of  the  Commonwealth's  Boad. 

If  it  please  yonr  Honors  to  oonfirm  the  Oommonwealtb's  Road  as 
hid  oat  from  Shippensbnrff  thro*  Glark'a  Gap,  or  otherwise,  through 
the  said  Oap  to  the  bnmed  Cabins,  the  abovesaid  Skinner  will  un- 
dertake to  make  the  said  Roed  good  and  sufficient  for  a  Waggon  and 
fear  good  Horses  to  draw  twenty  hundred  weight  across  the  monn- 
tuns  either  ways,  that  is  from  tbe  East  side  of  Clerk's  Oap  to  the 
Mud  Cabins,  m  six  hundred  pounds  in  Qold  or  Silver  or  Current 
Hooey  with  the  Merchants  of  the  said  Commonwealth  on  the  fol- 
lowing Terms,  that  is  to  say,  that  the  Road  shall  be  twelve  feet 
wide  on  the  sides  of  the  Hills  or  amonff  tbe  RookS|  and  not  less 
than  twenty  feet  wide  on  the  other  ground^  and  room  8bil\  \)e  mIyiA 

*0mCoL  Bee.,  vio.  XT.,  pp.  120, 128. 
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for  not  less  than  three  waggons  to  draw  off  to  the  one  Bide^in  the 
narrow  placee,  at  a  oonveoient  diatanoe  for  others  to  paaslbj  and  thi 
waters  to  run  next  to  the  Hill  side  of  the  Road^  the  whole  to  bi 
done  by  the  25th  day  of  November,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seiei 
hundred  and  eighty-seven  or  sooner  if  the  weather  permit  to  Wtuk 
provided  that  the  said  Skinner  be  allowed  a  dis(»etionary  powe 
to  vary  on  either  side  of  the  Bead,  so  as  to  get  a  Conveniea 
ground  for  a  good  Road|  savinj^  the  distance  as  nearly  as  poadUi 
and  ho  be  supplied  with  one-third  or  more  of  the  Money  this  fijU 
80  as  to  be  able  to  set  in  beef  and  Pork  this  Season,  and  anotht 
third  when  the  work  is  half  done,  and  the  remaining  third  when  th 
Road  is  done  and  finished  as  above 

Philadelphia!  November  2lBt,  1786. 

Signed.  JOHN  SKINNBR.* 

A  Copy. 
Directed^ 

J.  Armstrong,  jr. 

Cumberland  County,  Nov.  16,  1786. 
To  His  Excellency,  Benjamin  Franklin,  Esq'r,  President  of  tl 
Supreme  Executive    Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of    Peni 
sylvania. 
Sir, 

We  being  informed  by  John  Skinner  that  he  intends  laying  i 
before  the  Honorable  Executive  Council,  proposals  for  opening  ai 
making  a  part  of  the  new  Public  Road  laid  out  from  Millers  Spric 
to  Fort  Pitt  by  way  of  Clark's  Gap.  From  our  acquaintance  wil 
the  said  Skinner  we  believe  him  to  be  a  person  well  qualified  for  tl 
said  undertaking;  and  should  your  Honors  think  it  proper 
appoint  and  agree  with  the  said  John  Skinner  to  clear,  make  ai 
open  any  part  of  the  said  Road — We  will  bind  ourselves  as  H 
security  for  his  fulfilling  any  Contract  that  he  may  enter  into  i 
spccting  the  same. 

with  all  due  respect, 

we  aro  your  Excellencies 

obed't  Humble  Servants, 
signed,    ROBERT  PEEBLES. 

FRANCIS  CAMPBELL. 
DANIEL  DUNCAN. 
WILLIAM  BARR. 
WILLIAM  RIPPEY. 
A  Copy. 
Direetedy 
J.  Armstrong,  Jr. 

*  8ee  Col.  Req.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  \l\,  %Tl^ 
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Phss.  Frahkuh  to  Gov.  liXYiNasroH  op  N.  J.,  1786. 

Sir, 

The  WardoDB  of  thid  port  haying  pnrohased  a  small  loit  of  sronnd 
on  Gape  Hay,  have  it  m  intention  to  ereot  an  additional  Beaeon 
then.    Aa  this  mcasare  promisea  to  oontribate  to  the  greater 
eaenrity  of  all  vesaela  fiilling  within  the  ehannel  of  the  Delaware,  I 
wedd  beg  leave  to  Tcquesti  that  some  aet  would  paaa  junr  Legia- 
Utnre  as  early  as  possiole  for  secnrinff  this  ft  the  hnoys  k  Beaeons 
k      ii  the  Bay  of  Delaware  from  all  sQ<m  injury  as  they  may  be  liaUe 
\      to  from  misoheiTOos  or  ill  disposed  persons. 
\  I  am,  BiTj  your  Ezoellenoy's 

I  most  obedient  hnmble  serranti 

BENJ.  FRANKLIN. 
I       hdoneeff 

November  25, 1786. 

His  Exoellenoj,  Goyemor  Liyingstone. 


SuRVBTOR  General  to  Pbes.  FRANELiKy  1786. 

To  His  Exeellency,  the  PresidH  &  Conncil. 
I  Beg  leave  to  Inform  yoar  Hon'ble  Board  that  I  have  receiyed 
npwirdfl  of  Two  hundred  additional  Returns  of  the  lands  in  the 
Diitriot  of  Daniel  Loet — yia ,  No.  2,  in  the  Depreciation  Lands— >A 
Plan  of  which  I  herewith  send  you,  and  am 
.  Gentn.  your  most  ohod't 

&  yory  Il'blo  Serv't, 

JNO.  LUKENS,  S.  G. 
Sor.  Oenl.  Offioe,  25th  Noy.,  1786. 

His  Ezeellenoy,  Benj.  Franklin,  Esq'r,  Presid't.     Present. 


Joseph  Sprague  to  CovistciL^  1786. 

To  the  Honnrebel  Exitiye  Consill  of  the  Comon  Walth  of  Penel- 
Tenia — Gentlemen : — ^The  present  Surcomstances  of  this  Place  Stops 
the  muth  of  Eyery  one  that  is  a  friend  to  goyermcnt ;  know  one 
Dire  to  Say  one  word  in  behalf  of  goverment,  or  mutch  more  to 
Inform  goyermeat,  as  he  would  amedely  fail  a  Sacsrifice  to  Lawes 
lod  arbartary  Power;  for  this  Reseon  tbar  is  many  good  Sileieik Va 
this  plsce  that  Dsre  not  apeare  in  the  beheaXt  of  soyermeiil,  Y>ut  n^ 
Vol  XL— 5  *  ^ 
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obliged  to  bo  Silent  and  mntc.  The  Neatnrel  Oblation  that  Every 
Good  Stteae^  ia  nndir  bj  hia  Oath.of  al/Mnn.  to  this. Common walfc^, 
mnst,  or  ortgli|  to  oblige  him  to  Inform  Goverment  of  all  and  Evorj 
aperent  Danger.  The  Trne  State  of  afares  here  at  Wyoming,  ia  in 
imot  a  total  Ikjeotion  of  ffovenpent^  and  are  at  thia  time  urmng 
and  modeling  a  new  fOTm.oT  goverment  amoung  them  SelfeB,  and  do. 
aot  and  in  Evepi^y  Beqpcpt  Independent  of  this  or  any  other  State ;. 
formed  Oorts  im  the  Administration  of.  Sivel  Gases  and  Di^tanaiqg 
of  bu^ntes  in  idl  Land  Oases,  Gonfistieation  of  Land  and  TaneniiQ)^ 
to  thar  own  yoooe.  Lut  mundy  fom^t  i^  the  Inhabatuio  were, 
Galled  to  aatheri  and  at  that  meting  aa.  a  bod[y  Voted,  and  Ing^gejot 
to  throw  of  all  alienee  on  this  StatOj  and  to  make  a  form  of  gover- 
ment for  them  Solves.  This  meeting,  has  been  hild  8  times  since  by 
agreement ;  thar  is  A  Considerbal  Nnmbet  of  onr  Inliabatance  that 
have  Not  Sooheatod  with  them  at  this  meting,  bat  thay  Dare  not 
opose  them,  and  I  believe  Dare  not  inform  goverment ;  thay  are 
very  Bisse  in  Deviding  the  Country  to  thare  New  Leveyi  or  half 
Shear  men,  as  they  clall  them,  how  aro  to  hold  arms  8  year  aganst 
rcDcelvcDoa,  for  witch  Ecson  they  be  Com  Intitclcd  to  the  Devedeaft 
Part  of  the  Country. 

Gentlemen,  I  have  Put  my  Life  in  my  hand,  and  Venter  tho 
CoDccquonc  that  I  am  Exposed  to  be  fnforming  goverment ;  if  gov- 
erment will  Inquire  of  thos  Pasons  that  are  nnprejudioed  it  will 
bo  en  formed  of  tho  Truth  of  wot  I  havo  wrote. 

Gentlemen,  I  am  your  most  obcdent  and  humble  Sarvent, 

JOSEPH  SPRAGUE. 

Wioming,  Novbm'r,  25  day,  1786. 
Directed^ 

To  the  Honncrbol  Ezotivo  Counsel  of  the  Common  Walth  of 
Pcnsalvenia  at  Philadalphia. 


JouN  Fjeun^lin  to  Dr.  Joseph  Hamilton,  1786. 

Wyoming,  Novbr.*26,  1786. 
D'  Doctor, 

I  havo  not  much  News  to  write — Wo  bate  not  hoard  from  Phila- 
delphia. Since  their  last  sitting  we  have  sent  nothing  to  them. 
Conclude  to  havo  them  work  over  the  old  Petitions,  as  I  Informed 
you  before,  we  appointed  a  Con(imittee  to  enquire  into  the  claims  of 
the  settlers;  that  is  to  act  in  conjunction  with  Major  Jenkins  and 
myself— Wo  have  last  Wednesday  Determined  a  Dispute  between 
Ciaimcrs  to  the  Town  of  Putnam  on  Tankhannack — ^I  believe  gave 
satisfaction  to  almost  every  one,  we  found  land  enough  in  the  town 
for  every  one  that  could  prove  himself  a  Proprietor. 

I  have  spent  part  of  two  Days  with  Doct.  Benton  and  the  Gentle- 
men with  him,  have  made  out  grants  for  4  towns  also  six  Pitches  to 
tho  Doctor  and  five  to  Capt.  Bortle,  also  sold  a  whole  share  to  Mr. 
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Loop,  be  is  to  send  some  money  by  yon  to  me  at  tbe  Susqb.  meeting 
—I  have  gave  Mr.  Loop  a  liigbt  in  a  Town  at  Standing  stone. 

Doct.  Benton  was  deficient  in  not  having,  bis  certificates  he  oonld 
oot  tell  wbo  tbe  Proprieton  were,  tbe  grants  are  made  on  Conditions 
of  Prodacing  CertificiEites,  &a,  in  Every  Grant  it  is  necessary  to  bave 
a  Complete  List  of  the  Proprietors  a  Certificate  under  the  hand  of 
the  Clerk  or  one  of  the  Com.,  that  saoh  are  Proprietors,  and  Taxes 
Add  is  eufficieiit  but  it  is  best  that  Every  Certificate  be  endorsed 
with  the  entry  on  the  baok-— the  Doet.  can  inform  you. 

I  bave  made  Eoqniry  Bespeeting  Capt  Strong  and  tbe  Haga- 
boom  settlers,  Esqr.  Gore  Informs  me  that  the  only  settlers  they 
have  are  one  Newel  and  son  that  live  in  the  town  but  arc  soon  to 
Remove  to  Cboconote,  one  Aokoly  lives  on  Wasoz  Creek,  but  says 
be  is  not  a  settler  for  them — there  is  one  Vaughn  in  Kingston  holds 
himself  a  settler  for  Strong — ^Jonathn.  Davis  living  at  Lackawana 
has  talked  of  being  a  setlcr  but  is  uncertain — the  fact  is  this  the 
Hogabooms  have  not  a  metier  and  it  can  hardly  be  said  that  Strong 
has  any,  the  Town  of  Wasoz  will  be  taken  up  soon  by  other  Pro- 
prietors. I  would  siMid  some  of  our  Resolve  of  our  meeting,  but 
have  not  time,  we  have  a  meeting  this  Day  Respecting  adopting  a 
mode  for  the  Recovery  of  Debts. 

I  am  your  bumble  serv't, 

JOHN  FRANKLIN. 
Directed, 

Doct.  Joseph  Hamilton^  Hudson. 

Hon'd  by  Doct.  Benton. 


R.  E.  Pine  to  Council,  178G. 

28th  Novem'r,  1786. 

Eighth  Street  near  Market  Street. 
Gentlemen, 

Tbe  h&te  honourable  President  was  pleased  to  honour  me,  by 
obtaining  permission  from  the  honourable  Council  to  make  use  of 
the  enemplov'd  assembly  Room,  since  when  the  honourable  assembly 
Uve  coneard  in  that  indulgence. 

I  bave  now  built  an  appartment  sufficient  for  finishing  the  Pictures 
intended  to  represent  the  most  Noble  Scenes  in  the  late  Revolutioni 
and  aUso,  (as  farr.as  in  my  power,)  to  transmit  to  Posterity  a 
Uthfnll  similitude  of  the  distinguished  Characters  in  those  Heroic 
Tnnsaotions.  I  therefore,  with  a  grateful  sense  of  tho  honour  and 
Prtronage  afforded  me,  must  ever  remun, 

Gentlemen,  your  obliged 

and  obt.  humble  serv't, 
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Governor  of  Georqia  to  Y.  P.  Biddle,  1786. 

Angnstfty  Georgia^  28  NoYomber,  1786. 
Sir, 

The  despatches  from  jonr  honor  dated  the  12  April  last  oame  to 
hand  the  25  Sept'r  by  means  of  the  great  detention  arising  on  it^as 
well  as  others  of  a  similar  naturOi  the  Legislature  had  adjourned 
previous  to  the  reoeipt  thereof,  fonr  C^mmunioation  with  its 
inolosares  will  be  laid  before  the  General  Assembly  at  their  next 
meeting. 

I  haye  Uie  honor  to  be 

your  Bxoellenoy's 

mo.  Obt.  Hlblo  Sorv't, 

EDW'D  TELPAIB. 
Directed, 

^he  Hon'ble  Charles  Biddlo,  Esq'r,  Vice  President  State  Pen- 
sylvania. 

Gov.  Clinton  op  N.  Y.  to  Prbs.  Franklin,  1786. 

New  York,  13th  Dec'r,  1786. 
Sir, 

Your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  27th  November  was  delivered  to 
me  by  the  bearer  of  it  yesterday  evening.  The  person  mentioned 
in  it  as  charged  with  having  committed  a  Felony  in  your  State  was 
apprehended  and  Committed  to  the  Gaol  of  this  City,  where  he  re- 
mained confined  until  the  rising  of  our  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer 
last  Saturday  night  when  he  was  discharged  by  Proclamation,  no 
Bill  having  been  exhibited  or  charge  presented  against  him ;  I  fear 
therefore  that  it  will  not  be  in  my  power  to  comply  with  your 
Request,  as  it  is  probable  the  offender  may  have  e'er  this  left  the 
State. 

\I  take  this  opportunity  to  apologise  for  not  having  before  this, 
acknowledged  the  Receipt  of  your  Excellency's  Letter  of  the  1st  of 
June  last;  I  was  in  the  country  when  it  was  left  at  my  house,  &  before 
1  returned,  I  was  informed  that  Ethan  Allen  had  left  the  Susque- 
hanna without  being  able  to  effect  the  object  for  which  he  went 
thither,  and  had  passed  through  this  State  into  Connecticut.  Solo- 
mon Strong,  the  other  person  mentioned  in  your  Excellency's  lettttTi 
came  before  the  Resolution  from  Connecticut  &  resided  a  short  time 
at  Claverack  in  .this  State,  but  having  been  charged  with  counter- 
feiting Dollars,  fled  from  justice  to  Wyoming  in  your  State,  where 
1  understand  he  has  since  statedly  resided.  These  matters  I  men- 
tioDBd  to  Col*  Bajard,  one  of  your  Delegates  which  he  promised  to 
coamaaioMte  to  jonr  Excellency. 
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I  hftve  odIj  to  add  tliat  sboold  tha  above  parsonf  or  any  other  be 

gailtj  of  treaaonable  praotioee,  or  other  o£foDoe  againat  the  peaoa  of 

jowp  Commonwealth ;  I  shall  moat  ohearfdlly  eontribute  ererj.  thing 

m  my  power  to  defeat  their  purpoeea  and  bring  them  to  jostiee^  beiiig 

diipoied  to  oalti?ate  the  most  perfeot  good  nndentanding  between 

yonr  State  and  ^t  in  which  I  have  the  Honor  to  preaide. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  Bentimenti  of  the 

highest  Respect  and 

Esteem^  your  Exeellency'e 

most  obedient  and 

very  humble  Serrt, 

GEO.  CLINTON. 
Directed,  » 

His  Ezccllencji  Qoy'r  Franklin. 


Michael  Hahn  to  John  Nicholson,  1786. 

York  Town,  Decem'r  15th,  1786. 

Sir, 

Tours  of  the  10th  Instant,  directed  to  the  Com'rs  of  York 
CoQQty,  was  this  day  handed  to  me  by  Col.  Johnston,  and  I  am 
Mnj  that  it  falls  to  me  alone — as  the  other  Com'rs  are  out  of  Town 
to  give  yon  the  desired  information,  concerning  the  disturbance  that 
happen^  on  the  29th  day  of  Novem'r  last  at  this  place  \  the  in- 
formation yon  will  hero  receive  you  will  please  to  regard  as  from  one 
Com'r  only,  I  shall  therefore  confine  myself  merely  to  Facts  as  they 
Memcd  to  occur  to  me  at  the  time  when  they  happened. 

A  Collector  of  a  neighboring  Township  had  seized  some  Property 
/or  Taxes  due  who  had  been  often  told  that  no  Body  would  bid  for 
i&j  goods  taken  in  that  way — therefore  thought  it  advisable  to 
remove  the  said  goods  to  this  Town — on  the  day  of  sale,  a  number 
ts  I  supposed  of  about  200  men  inhabitants  of  the  adjacent  Town- 
flhips,  came  into  Town  some  armed  with  guns,  others  with  Clubs, 
the  appearance  of  which  threatened  something  Hostile,  they  took 
Post  before  the  House  in  which  the  goods  seized  were  Lodged,  they 
were  waited  on  by  the  magistrates  and  other  Cityzens  of  this  place, 
to  know  the  reason  of  their  assembling  in  that  manner,  said  that 
they  were  come  to  attend  the  sale  of  the  Collectors,  being  told  that, 
tbat  was  a  very  unusual  way  going  as  they  said,  to  attend  the 
Collectors  sale,  being  armed  in  that  manner,  and  advised  them 
immediately  to  disperse,  that  the  consequences  (if  that  waa  tV^m 
intention)  to  obstruct  ihe  execadoa  of  the  Laws,  might  proua  VataV 
to  8owe  of  ibem,  which  hud  no  Effect  and  aa  thia  happened  il  % 
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time  of  an  Orphan  Court,  when  five  or  biz  Justices  were  in  Town, 
who  met  on  ibis  Bosioess,  having  taken  to  their  asmstence  the  state 
attorney  of  this  plan^  who  were  nnanimoas  of  opinion  that  somis  who 
they  then  thought  were  the  Principals  of  the  disturbance,  should  be 
taken  into  Custity,  a  Warr't  was  accordingly  issued  ft  Directed  to 
the  Sheriff,  and  all  those  that  were  then  named  taken,  ft  Bound  to 
the  Peace,  and  to  answer  such  other  chargea  as  may  be  aledged 
against  them  at  our  next  sessions — when  this  wa«  done  the  Collector 
was  ordered  to  Proceed  with  his  sale,  thinking  that  all  was  over — 
but  when  the  Cryer  was  Crying  a  Cow,  he  was  interrupted,  and  the 
Cow  was  taken  &  led  away  by  fbroe,  on  which  a  number  of  Cityzens 
interfered  to  support  the  Sale,  and  to  apprehend  the  ofenders,  which 
has  by  a  spiritted  exertion  been  effected,  and  the  ofenders  also 
bound  to  the  Peace,  after  which  a  fair  and  implicit  submition  by  the 
Rioters  was  made,  with  assurance  that  the  cow  which  had  been 
rescued  should  be  brought  back  and  delivered  to  the  Coli'r 
which  was  accordingly  Performed,  after  which  the  sale  went  on  un- 
disturbed. 

The  greater  ^part  of  the  insurgents  concerned  appear  to  be  very 
sorry,  and  in  my  opinion  the  Persons  who  were  at  the  Bottom  of  the 
whole  are  yet  unaiscovered,  a  number  of  them  are  men  who  have 
bore  good  moral  Carrectors,  and  of  oonsiderable  Proppcrty,  but  very 
little  informed,  all  has  since  remained  Quied,  but  have  been  in- 
formed that  at  two  other  places  goods  were  offered  for  sale  by  CoVtb 
but  not  a  Bid  was  obtained  from  any  that  attended — this  disorder  I 
am  nearly  warranted  to  say  is  become  epidemic,  the  infection  of  which 
has  spread  itself  from  the  eastward  ft  therefore  ought  to  be  cansionslt 
as  well  as  spirittedly  treated. — My  next  I  shall  write  mors  fblly  ft 
shall  attempt  to  Point  out  some  expedients  by  which  this  tfareath- 
ening  evil  might  be  removed — am  mean  wile 
with  due  regard 

your  obedient  ft  Humble  ser't, 

MICH.  HAHN. 

Note. — ^I  read  this  letter  to  Mr.  Hay  which  ho  says  is  all  ho  eouM 
say  on  this  subject. 
Directed^ 

John  Nicholson,  EsqV,  Comptroller  Oenl.,  Philadelphia. 


Ge&d^vieB, 


PEimstiirAjsrti  iKcftivis'trtflf.  i 

WaBDSHS  to  COUNOJEIiy  1T8Q. 

Wftideiui'  Offioe,  Deoem'r  U,  1786^ 


Having  this  Daji  reoeiyed  the  Information  contained  ia  the  ia* 
ekaed  Leitar,  we  thiiA  it  oor  Doty:  to  oonmiiiiieata  it  to  joo,  with- 
Mt  Dekjy  &  aie,  with  the  greateat  Betpeoti 

yovr  mo.  obed  Horn,  aarf'li, 

NATH.  FALOONEft, 
JOHN  HAZltLWOOD, 
JOS.  BULLOCK. 

Hia  EzceDeney  the  Phttidcnt  &  The  Hon'ble  Sopreme  EzeiBiifiYe 

CouHdl. 


Thos.  Moore  to  GounciLi  1786. 

PbUada.,  J>ea  16, 178& 

OeatlemeDi 

At  the  psrtienlar  Beqnaat  of  Thomaa  Conarroo,  who  ia  now  em- 
^lQj«d  bj  the  State  of  Pennaylvania  in  erecting  Piera  at  Maieoa 
Hook,  I  beg  leaye  to  inform  yon,  that  from  the  present  position  of 
t  SpiDish  Frigate,  he  (Mr.  Conarroe,)  ia  greatly  apprehensive  much 
Injary  may  be  done  to  the  Piera  unless  speedy  Instmctions  should 
eompel  the  Commander  to  take  a  different  station.  The  great 
Qaantity  of  Ice  in  the  Delaware  forcing  itself  against  the  stem  of 
the  Frigate,  which  in  her  present  aitnation  is  Ten  or  Fifteen  Feet 
without  the  Pier  &  her  moorings  made  fast  to  the  Ties  of  the  same 
(still  in  an  unfinished  state,)  gives  great  Gaoae  of  uneaainessy  lest 
the  work  may  give  way. 

Mr.  Conarroe  has  represented  the  dangerous  Consequences  to  the 
Ciptain,  without  Effect,  and  he  conceives  it  a  Duty  to  afford  the 
Wardens  the  earliest  Information  on  the  subject,  that  they  may 
porsue  such  Measures,  as  they  may  judge  proper  and  necessary. 
I  am  Gcnt'n 

your  mo.  ob.  Serv't, 

THOS.  MOORE. 
Directed^ 

The  Wafdena  of  the  Port. 


100  PENNSYLVANIA  ABGHIVES  178& 


Pbbs.  Fbakklin  to  Wardens,  1786. 

(Copy.) 

Philadelphia,  Deo.  16, 1786. 
Gentlemen, 

When  you  arrive  at  Mtmms  Hook  yoa  will  deliver  the  Letter  to 
the  Captain  of  the  Spanish  Man  of  War ;  and  hayioff  viewed  the 
Sitaation  of  the  Ship  and  the  Piers,  yon  will  respectfully  offer  him 
year  Opinion  and  Advioe,  on  the  best  means  of  secaring  her  from 
Damage  by  the  Driving  loe,  in  Writine  if  he  desires  it ;  and  afford 
every  Assistuice  you  can  procare,  for  the  Ezpenoe  of  which,  (if  he 
does  not  pay  it)  yoa  will  be  indcranifyed  here. 

If  yoa  find  the  Piers  likely  to  be  damaged  in  C^se  of  his  Refusal 
to  follow  your  Counsel,  you  will  likewise  represent  that  to'  him  in 
writing,  to  be  made  use  of  hereafter  in  support  of  a  Complaint  to 
his  Court,  and  Demand  of  Satisfaction,  if  such  a  Step  should  be 
thought  proper.  And  you  will  take  such  prudent  Steps  as  shall 
occur  to  you  for  preventing,  as  far  as  possible,  or  lessening  such 
Damages. 

Yoa  will  also  enqnire  into  the  Truth .  of  the  Reports  of  Injuries 
done  by  his  People  to  the  Inhabitants ;  and  if  you  find  them  tmoi 
aequaint  him  with  them,  expressing  at  the  same  time  ycnir  Pemia- 
flion  that  he  will  take  Measurea  to  prevent  such  Injuries  fbr  the 
fatore. 

With  sincere  Regard, 

I  am,  Qentleman, 

Tour  humble  Servant, 

(Signed,)  B.  FRANKLIN. 

To  N.  Falconer,   \  iji^„;,^ 
& Haselwood,;^""^ 


Pbbs.  Franklin  to   Commandeb  ov  Spanish  FrioatBi 

1786. 

Copy. 

Philada.,  Deo.  16, 1786. 
Honourable  Sir, 

The  Council  having  received  Information  that  the  Ship  under 
your  Command  lies  in  a  dangerous  Situation,  exposed  to  be  much 
injured  if  not  destroy 'd  by  the  Violence  of  the  driving  Ice,  have 
thought  that  not  only  the  Duty  of  Hospitality  towards  Strangers  in 
our  Port,  but  the  just  Regard  due.  from  us  to  the  excellent  Prince, 
your  Sovereign,  and  the  good  Friend  of  these  States,  required  of  us 
to  afford  every  Assistance  in  our  Power  for  her  Preservation.     And 
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apprehendiDg  thai  poeaibly  jonr  Peoploy  tootiBtoin«l  to 
Climates,  may  not  be  bo  well  acammted  with  the  Force  &  mieohie- 
Yoas  Effects  of  lee,  and  the  Metoods  of  guarding  against  it.  We 
send  tayoa  two  of  the  Wardens  of  the  Port,  Men  of  Lzperieqee  and 
Knowledge  in  snoh  Hattersi  on  whose  AdVioe  yon  may  rely,  and 
who  have  Anthority  to  obtain  such  Aid  from  the  InhabitantS|  it  any 
shoold  be  wanted*  as  may  epable  them  to  pnt  her  in  a  Position  of 
the  greatest  possible  Safety.  Wishing  yon  every  kind  of  Prosperity, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be^ 
Honorable  Sirj 

Tonr  most  obedient 

&  most  hnmble  Etorvant, 

Signed,  B.  FSANKLIN,  Prea't. 


WaEDXNB  to  COMMAHDflB  OV  SPANISH  FaiOATE,^  1786. 

Uarons  Hook,  Peoem.  17th,  178& 
Honored  Siri 

By  the  Request  of  the  President  &  Conneil  we  have  repaired  to 
this  Plaoe  to  give  you  afiy  Assistance  &  Advice  in  oar  Power  for  the 
Safety  of  your  Ship^  as  the  Winter  setting  in  sooner  than  oommoni 
with  a  very  severe  Frost,  which  filled  the  River  suddenly  with  Ice, 
and  fearing  as  yon  are  Strangers  k  nnaoquainted  with  the  dangerous 
Situation  that  Ships  are  thrown  into  by  the  Violence  of  the  Ice  in 
this  River.  Therefore  it  is  our  Opinion  &  Necessary  there  should 
be  an  Anchor  &  Cable  got  out  from  the  Bows  of  the  Ship  to  tho 
Shore,  io  Order  to  support  the  Post  &  Fasts  that  are  now  out  to 
keep  the  Ship  from  going  off  the  Bank,  and  that  we  also  recommend 
8omd  of  the  Guns  may  be  run  over,  in  Order  to  list  the  Ship  in 
towards  the  Wharf,  and  that  there  be  some  Spars  got  ready  pointed 
k,  drove  down,  on  her  Starboard  Quarter,  Then,  we  are  of  Opinion, 
the  Ship  will  remain  perfectly  safe.  We  do  find  that  every  Pre* 
caution  has  been  taken  &  done  by  the  Commandant  &  Offieexs  That 
possibly  coold  have  beeu  done  for  the  Safety  of  the  Ship,  and  she  is 
now  in  tho  safest  Place  she  could  be  got  into  in  this  River.  We 
wi&h  to  recommend  to  the  Commandant  to  pay  Respeot  to  the  Advice 
of  his  Pilot,  as  he  is  a  Man  well  (Hialified  &  appointed  by  as,  and 
wc  hope  that  tho  Commandant  will  keep  his  Men  from  doing  any 
Injury  to  tho  Inhabitants  of  this  Place. 
We  have  the  Honor  to  be. 
Your  most  obedient 

&  very  Humble  Servants, 

JOHN  HAZELWOOD, 
NATH.  EALCOS^TJL. 

CommaDdant  of  Ws  Most  Catbofio  Majesty's  Frigate  Ijotelto. 
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COXMANDBB  OF  SPANISH  FrIOATE  TO  PbBS.  FrAKKLIV. 

1786. 

Translation  of  the  Spanish  Letter  from  the  Captain  of  the  Han  of 

War  to  the  IVesidont 
Excellent  Sir, 

I  received  the  very  polite  Letter  which  jonr  Ezcellenoyi  in  the 
Name  of  the  Council,  was  pleased  to  write  to  mfi,  on  being  informed 
that  the  Frigate  I  command  lay  in  a  dangerous  Situation  from  the 
Violence  of  the  Ice ;  and  am  eztreamly  thankful  for  the  obliging 
Expressions  of  your  Excellenoy's  Desire  to  preserve  her,  in  affording 
any  necessary  Assistance.  I  beg  that  your  Excellency  would  have 
the  Goodness  to  acquaint  the  Council  with  what  grateful  acknow- 
ledgments I  receiv'd  the  kind  Offer,  of  which  the  two  Captains  of 
the  Port  will  inform  yon;  and  that  I  find  myself  under  the  pleasing 
Obligation  of  acquainting  immediately  the  Ring,  my  Master,  with 
so  friendly  an  Act  of  these  States. 

God  preserve  your  Exoellency  many  Years.    On  board  the  Frigate 
N.  S.  De  Loreto,  at  Anchor  in  the  Delaware,  now  secured  in  one  of 
the  Holes  at  Marcus  Hook,  this  17th  of  December,.  1786. 
Exe't  Sir,  from  your  most  obliged  Aie.,  fta, 
(Signed,)        THOMAS  DE  UGAKTE  Y  LIANES. 

His  Exc'y,  B.  Franklin,  Pres't. 


Wm.  Hooksr  Smith,  &c.,  to  V.  P.  Biddlb,  1786. 

Hon.  Sir; 

We,  The  Under  Signers,  Distrost  Inhabitants  of  Wioming,  Hope 
That  by  our  former  Conduct  we  have  Sh'wd  To  Goverment  our 
Loyalty  k  attachment;  we  fear  That  Thare  Is  a  Number  of  men  In 
This  Settlement  who  Desigce  opposition  To  Goverment ;  if  This 
Should  be  The  Case,  &  matters  Should  Come  To  an  open  Rnpture, 
we  bog  That  your  Honor  will  be  an  advocate  for  Us  To  Goverment, 
That  we  may  Not  Suffer  with  The  Disobedisnt  &  Rebellious— You 
may  Rely  on  our  atachment,  &  No  one  Thing  will  make  Us  more 
Happy  Than  To  Irabrace  vour  Laws  &  Glorious  Constitution,  which 
we  will  Do  when  Ever  Thay  Shall  be  pffered  To  Us— we  Look  on 
our  Selves  bound  by  Every  Sacred  Ty^  To  Goverment,  &  will  Not 
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Baeetd  from  what  we  bayoi  uid  Still  Plrofefi  Namelji  atachnAiift  To 
Ooferment. 

Hon*  Sir,  we  are, 

with  The  Oratert  Eeteme, 

year  most  obd't,  Homble  Serv't^ 
WM.  HOOKER  SMITH, 
SAMUEL  HOUER, 
ABRAHAM  WESTBROEK. 

Vioming,  Beer.  IS'^,  1786.    * 

P.  S.— A  file  of  The  Honest  meaning  InhaUtanU  Hate  Sent  To 
Tlieattemblj. 

Directed^ 

Charlea  Btddloi  Eeqr.,  Yioe  President  of  The  Sapreme  ExeenUvo 
Conneil  of  PenajlTania  at  Philadelp*. 

Pr.  fayoroTMr.  Onitie. 


Mercantile  Sooubtt  of  Philadelphia  to  Counoil,  1786. 

To  His  Exoellenoy  the  President  the  Honorable  the  Yioe  President^ 
and  Sapreme  Sxeoatiye  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
Bjlvania. 

The  Mercantile  Society  of  Philadelphia,  impressed  with  a  lively 
Mnse  of  the  obligations,  they  are  nnder  to  your  Honorable  Body, 
for  the  encouragement  you  have  given  them  by  granting  the 
privilege  of  meeting  in  your  Committee-Room,  present  you  their 
most  grateful  acknowledgements  for  the  same,  and  hope  for  a  con- 
tinoanoe  of  that  patronage  which  you  have  so  liberally  bestowed  on 
their  juvenile  undertaking.  The  Society  will  always  be  happy  to 
give  Mtisfaction  to  the  Honorable  Council,  and  study  to  merit  their 
contDoanoe  and  approbation. 

By  order  of  the  Mercantile  Society, 

HU.   COLHOUN, 
Sec'y. 
Philadelphia,  December  21, 1786. 


y.  P.  BiDDLE  TO  Committee  of  AsaiMBLT,  1786. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  December  28th,  1786. 
Sir, 

We  have  held  the  subject  of  our  late  conference  under  oonsidera- 
tfoo,  and  are  of  opinion  that  the  best  directory  for  determining  Ui^ 
inmediate  oompenaatk^ii  ih  be  made  to  Colonel  Mentagjoa  nVA  >^  V\ua 
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inolomd  oopj  of  oor  Instnietioiis^  and  his  own  report  of  his  pro* 
ceediogs  under  thorn. 

I  am.  Sir, 

your  moot  obedient  hnmble  eervant, 
Directed,  CHAS.  BIDDLB,  V.  P. 

George  Clymeri  EsqV,  Chairman  of  Committee  of  AsB'y. 


Estimate  ^ob  1787. 

An  Estimate  for  1787  of  the  necessary  stores,  &o.,  for  eztendini 
the  Lino  of  the  Northern  Boundary  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvaniag 
viz., 


20  Horses  &  Paok  saddles,  20 

Bells. 
10  Bbls.  of  Pork. 
80  Bbls.  of  Flour. 
200  of  Loaf  Sugar. 
50  lb.  of  Coffee. 
8  lb.  of  Tea. 
15  lb.  Chooolate. 
60  lb.  Cheese. 
8  Doz'n  neats  Tongues. 
8  lb.  of  Pepper  &  6  Bottles 

Mustard. 
8  Jars  of  Piokles. 


1  Box  of  Pnines. 

1  Hhd.  Spirits. 
20  Oall'ns  Wine. 
10  Gall'ns  F.  Brandy,  j 

2  Gall'ns  Lime  Jnce. 
30  lb.  Soap. 
50  lb.  Candles.  \ 
10  GalFns  Vinegar. 
28  lb.  Scotch  Barley. 
14  lb.  Rice, 

4  Boshels  Salt 
Stannary. 

ANDREW  POBTEB,  Comm'r. 


APPENDIX  TO  1786. 

[The  following  papers  are  copied  firom  the  letters  recorded  in 
Letter  Book,  Vol.  1,  at  Harrisburg  from  the  originals  at  the  time 
of  their  reoeption — ^but  which  are  not  now  found  on  file.] 

Papers  TBANSMriTBD  bt  Wm.  Montqomert,  Esq.* 

Papers  transmitted  by  Wm.  Montgomery,  Esq.,  relating  to  the  Wyo- 
ming Business,  and  to  be  laid  oeforo  a  Committee  of  the  House 
for  pritatq  inspefltion. 

No.  1. 

Letter  from  William  Hooker  Smith,  To  Jona.  Correy  and  Mr. 
Lassley,  two  of  the  settlers  at  Wyoming. 
Gcnflemeo : 

I  am  as  fond  of  my  proprietors  Right  as  any  man— perhapi  I 

insb  to  ob/aio  it  in  a  sore  way,  I  have  urged  Com.  Franklin  many 

t/wes  luBt  winter  to  make  provision  for  Iho  VitAi  ?\iw<i  msiw.    \  wsl 


FmrSKLVARM  iOlCttlVBft  I7M:  IM^ 

t  iiwl  F0nifylTiDia  will  ffifa  m  Bome  lundiy  wheAer  It  wiS 
Bljr  tbe  TowM  wmeh  mi  lakt  out  rad  eonintaed  whilsl  under 
■eetieiity  or  wbetfiar  tbey  will  gi?o  ds  a  oertBin  ireight  mi  eaflh  ? 
The  Biver  Is  to  me  unkaown,  I  wteh  firom  my  hent  ihni 
e  ef  tbe  htif  ihire  meii|  whieh  sre  honeet  well  diipdeed  mcB| 
U  ffet  ittto  the  Towns  wUeh  ate  laid  oat,  or  pluit  tbemaelvea  en 
Bl  lands  as  near  the  Kver  as  poeiible,  so  that  they  may  be  in-> 
ed  with  ns  who  are  settlenk  Pray,  €kntlmaen|  haye  we  hot 
PenDsyhmniana  and  the  whcde  WorkI,  that  we  wished  to  be  owned 
hm  in  a  oonstitational  wvf ,  and  that  then  we  would  siibmit  to 
r  OoTt  They  hare  al  hurt  held  oat  terms  to  as  of  admittanooi  we 
leompliad  to  erery  BeqaUtioa  oonditionally  thai  if  they  do  as 
ise;  are  not  most  of  as  ander  the  He  of  an  Oath  to  the  States? 
•  we  not  Toted  that  we  wOl  take  thdr  Laws  j  abd  Play,  ISiis,  if 
iholl  now  refbse  to  tako  their  kws/or  aot  in  iriidation — what  ean 
■pest  bat  to  be  dispised  by  all  men|  and  espeet  the  ssfore  t»- 
■ent  of  the  State,  and  to  be  treated  as  Rebels  and  Traitofs^ftr 
part  I  shoald  not  expeot  bat  to  be  dispised  by  all  men,  and  ez- 
I  fhe  ssrere  resentment'of  the  State — and  to  be  treated  as  Rebeb 
Tkaitors — for  my  part  I  shoald  not  expect  pity  either  from  Ood 
Hsn.  Gentlemen, 

I  am  yoars  to  serre, 

WM.  HOOKBB  SMITH. 
i,  1786. 
oho  Correy  and  Mr.  Lassley. 

[Letter  Book,  Vd.  1.  382—388.] 


I 


No.  2. 
"  A  serions  address  to  the  Inhabitants  of  Wyomiog.'' 

ndemcn, 

Fird  Reasons  indaced  me  to  addresB  you  in  the  following  manner, 
it)  The  first  Beason  is  because  my  interest  is  connected  with  yours, 
s  second  Beason  is  my  appointment  by  you  in  a  public  character— 
itlemen  and  neighbon,  what  have  we  been  doin^  ever  since  the 
ree  of  Trenton,  which  determined  the  Jurisdiction  in  ikvor  of 
uOTlvania — I  answer,  petlUoning  repeatedly  the  Le|isbture  for 
ir  Laws  m  a  Constitutional  Line,  and  to  admit  us  as  free  Citiiens 
ha  State,  which  is  now  about  to  be  done,  our  former  conduct  has 
approbation  of  every  good  man,  in  this  and  neighbouring  States, 
insylvania  has  fixed  to  us  Terms  of  admittance,  namely,  that  we 
I  take  the  Oath  of  fidelity  to  the  State  and  some  of  us  be  toqo^* 
A.  Does  not  Pennsylrsiiis  now  bold  to  us  their  Comrti\u&^ti 
deaiip  as  io  Uke  bold  of  it— I  uiBwer, — ^yes — ^Hiey  hsvi'  wtete^ 
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oat  a  Rotd  for  lu  to  walk  io,  in  order  to  a  fall  admittABOift — Tkey 
hare  sent  to  os  a  magiatrate  who  haa  attended  to  reoogniie  the  pco- 
ple,  who  reoommenda  it  to  the  people  to  apply  for  a  free  eleotioa— 
that  is  now  the  thing  wantingi  namelji  applioation  and  aa  there  ja  a 
neeessity  of  eonstabloBi  to  be  eleoted  in  the  fint  plaoe^fbr  whoa  a- 
warrant  ia  granted  for  an  eleotion,  it  moat  be  directed  to  a  Oonatable 
who  must  warn,  attend,  and  direot  the  Eleotioui  and  aa  Captain 
Shott  and  yonnelf  are  the  only  direotora  that  are  willing  to  aot  at 
this  time,  we  did  warn  a  meeting  on  the  twenty-eighth  inataiit  at 
Kinffstown  which  was  attended  onlv  by  seven  or  eight  penona-rwhat 
can  be  the  reason  of  this  condaot  f  Do  yoa  intend  to  proTo  to  &e 
world  that  yoa  hate  been  hypocritical  from  flrat  to  laat^  f  God  forbid.) 
It  haa  oyer  since  the  Trenton  decree,  been  my  sincere  aeaire .  to  ei»- 
brace  the  Laws  and  Constitntion  of  Pennsylvania,  if  I  ooold  have. 
them  on  hon(»rable  Terms.  Thia  I  also  expected  waa  the  deaire  of  the 
people  a  £sw  excepted — ^Nothing  bat  a  sincere  desire  to  do  good  ta 
the  people  and  myself  in  this  line  indaoed  me  to  aot  in  a  pabflia  eapa- 
city^— If^  have  miafinderstood  the  people  I  am  scNrry,  Una  is  a  criidT 
cal  hoar,  pray  roase,  act  jadioioasly,  candidly  and  consistently  aad  aa 
a  warning  will  l>e  pat  np  for  a  meeting  on  the  West  side  ot  the 
River,  I  do  earnestly  desire  the  people  to  consider,  whether  it  i$  not 
for  their  interest  to  attend. 
May  4th,  1786. 

WILLIAM  HOOKER  SMITH. 
[Letter  Book,  Vol.  1.  p.  389—90.] 


Delegates  in  Congress  to  Pres.  Franklin,  178G. 

To  his  Ezcell'y  the  President  of  the  state  of  Penna'a.. 

New  York,  7th  May,  1786. 
Sir, 

We  do  onrselves  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  Copy  of  a  Bep- 
resentation  from  the  Board  of  Treasury  of  Congress  recommending 
the  disoharee  of  the  additional  Commisdioner  for  liquidatioe  &  eerti- 
fyiog  the  claims  of  the  Citisens  of  Pennsylvania  against  the  U.  S.j 
&  for  settling  the  accounts  between  the  Union  &  that  State. 

This  representaUon  has  not  yet  been  acted  upon  in  CoDgress,  but 
it  is  likely  to  be,  &  probably  will  be  taken  up  &  decided  in  the 
coarse  of  a  few  da^s.  In  the  Mean  time  it  would  be  highly  pleamng 
as  well  as  instruetmg  to  us  to  be  favored  with  the  sentiments  of  yoor 
EzcelleDcy  &  the  Council,  on  this  proposition.  We  are  induced  to  be- 
lieve that  a  considerable  proportion  of  the  Claims  of  the  Citiaens  of 
Pcnns'a  yet  remain  unliquidated  &  that  from  the  want  of  a  general 
knowledge  among  the  Citizens  of  the  time  limited  for  presenting 
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their  claims,  which  expired  the  seventeenth  of  March  last,  many 
kandred  of  those  claimants  are  now  left  remediless  bj  other  means 
than  an  application  at  the  Treasury  office  in  New  York ;  that  con« 
nderable  time  most  elapse  before  Mr.  Stelle  can  enter  upon  the  set- 
tlemenl  of  the  State  account ;  &  that  therefore  two  Commissioners 
may  yet  conUnuo  to  be  usefully  employed  in  Penn'a  for  some  time 
to  cone. 

We  haTO  also  conceived  that  it  would  be  proper  to  obtain  an  Ex- 
trasion  of  time  for  Claimants  to  present  their  applicationSi  in  Penn'a 
"for  the  RcasonB  before  suggested,  Congress  have  been  moved  to 
grant  such  Extension  in  New  York,  but  without  success.  If  Coun- 
cil ilionld  be  of  opinion  that  it  ought  to  be  done  in  Penns'a,  we 
hope  to  bo  armed  with  their  Instructions  for  that  purpose  as  early  as 
maybe. 

We  also  transmit  the  Beport  of  a  Committee  on  a  proposal  of  the 
Slate  of  Connecticut  to  cede  part  of  the  Claim  of  that  state  to 
Ltads  lying  westward  of  Penn'a.  If  the  proposal  had  been  to  cedo 
the  whole  of  the  claim  of  that  state  to  the  Westom  Territory,  there 
would  scarcely  have  been  any  hesitation  in  accepting  it,  without  en- 
qnireing  how  far  the  claim  was  well  founded.  But  an  apprehension 
that  the  acceptance  of  a  part,  as  such  may  be  construed  as  an  admis- 
sion of  their  claim  to  the  Residue  creates  some  difficulty.  The 
proposed  Deed  in  order  to  obviate  this  objection,  is  worded  in  such 
manner  as  not  to  express  any  Reservation.  The  Delegates  of  Con- 
Deeticnt  urfjb  warmly  for  an  acceptance  of  this  cession.  Cessions 
somewhat  similar  have  been  accepted  from  New  York,  &  Massaohus- 
setts  which  are  pleaded'as  precedents.  They  urge  as  as  pecial  motive 
for  our  agreeing  to  it  that  it  will  induce  the  state  of  Connecticut  to 
discountenance  the  further  pretensions  of  the  Delaware  &  Susque- 
hanna Companies  to  lands  in  Penns'a  &  tend  to  detach  the  Real  set- 
tlers at  Wyoming  from  the  more  disorderly  Partezans  of  these 
Companies. 

Permit  us  also  to  mention  that  an  advertisement  has  appeared  in 

the  Connecticut  papers  calling  a  meeting  of  those  Companies  on  the 

17th  of  this  month  for  certain  purposes  k  amongst  others  to  take 

maasurss  for  conteracting  the  machinations  of  the  State  of  Penns'a. 

Some  debate  has  alre^y  passed  on  this  report  of  the  Committee 

k  from  the  warmth  with  which  an  early  decision  is  urged  for  we 

imagine  a  decision  will  be  obtained  in  the  course  of  this  week,  & 

bom  present  appearances  it  will  probably  be  in  favor  of  the  Report. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be 

•  very  respectfully  Yr.  Exc'y 

3Io.  ob.  &  mo.  H'ble  Serv't, 
CHAS.  PETTIT, 

For  the  Delegates.* 
[Letter  Book,  VoL  1.,  j).  877.] 

»  Bee  BBswer  to  ibis  in  Vol.  X.,  p.  769. 
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Lktters  from  Wm.  H.  Smith  to  W.  Montgomery,  Esq. 

1786. 

WyomiDg,  May  li,  1786. 
Sir, 

There  will  be  no  danger  of  Letters  being  intercepted — ^The  Baie 
is  unsuspected — Strong  &  his  associates  say,  that  yon  are  leading  u 
wrong,  that  districts  must  be  first  set  ofif  by  the  Assembly  before  w 
can  with  propriety  eloot,  and  that  we  ought  to  wait  untill  tho  nei 
sittingof  the  Assembly,  and  insist  that  we  onght  to  ha^  aecority  froa 
the  State  that  they  wiU  do  us  justioe,  and  that  I  am  a  mad  man  goin^ 
too  fast  to  ensnare  the  people,  that  I  came  is  to  proorastinate  anti 
they  can  get  fixed  which  a  timely  Exertion  may  prevent,  Tn} 
let  me  have  a  line  from  you  on  the  subject  of  eldoting  ConataUea 
that  I  may  be  prepared  to  meet  the  people — answer  to  that  Query  J 
send  inclosed  the  copies  of  papers  which  I  have  put  up  in  the  setml 
districts. 

Sir,  I  am  with  the  greatest  esteem 

Your  obedient  humble  servant, 

WM.  HOOKER  SMITH.* 
Dtrect^df 

To  Wm.  Montgomery,  Esq. 

P.  S.  In  the  greatest  Hurry — ^my  hand,  head  and  mind  ia  eon 
fused. 


Wm.  Montqombry  to  President  and  Council,  1786. 

To  the  P.  &  Sup.  Exec.  Council. 

Northumberland,  May  17,  1786. 
Gent'n  . 

As  a  citizen  of  Pennsa.  &  much  more  as  a  civil  officer,  I  eonridea 
myself  under  the  strongest  obligation  to  lay  before  you  the  informs 
tion  I  have  rec'd  respecting  the  state  of  things  &  the  meaaora 
now  pursuing  at  that  part  of  the  Country  called  Wyoming.  A 
you  will  perceive  by  tho  letters  inclosed  GoL  Ethan  Allen  firon 
Vermont  at  the  solicitation  of  a  certain  Captain  Solomon  Strong  o 
the  state  of  New  York,  has  arrived  there,  who  with  CoL  Johi 
Franklin  a  liver  at  Wyoming  have  been  endeavoring  to  take  off  i 
divert  tho  people  who  had  entered  into  recognizances  befor^  Esqr 
Shaw  from  their  allegiance  to  this  state  &  to  go  into  measures  foi 
erecting  a  now  state;  which  is  to  includes  part  of  this  &  pan 
of  N.  York  state.  However  wild  the  scheme,  I  believe  thej 
Lave  made  many  converts  at  Wyoming,  particularly  among  th< 
hitc  comers^  &  half  share  men,  as  they  are  called;  who  have  n( 

*  Then  follows  the  Loiter  Mtxy  \^,  oti\o\.  'X..,^.!^^. 
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efaaogo  of  pleadiDg  an  early  occupancy,  or  regular  settlement,  of 
coarse  cannot  flatter  themselves  with  having  any  plea  to  hold  their 
improvements  under  the  jurisdiction  of  this  state.     Besides  the 
above  letters  sent  me  by  an  Express  I  have  had  the  opportunity  of 
being  more  fully  informed  of  the  same  things  by  William  Shaw, 
Jilsq.,  &  Thomas  Grant  Esq.,  who  are  just  arrived  from  there;  so 
that  with  me  the  matter  is  beyond  all  doubt^  that  a  new  Indepen- 
dent  state   is   intended  &   that   speedily.     Col.    Ethan   Allen   & 
Franklin  are  now  gone  to  meet  the  Susquehanna  Company  in  Conn. 
k  are  expected  to  return  in  four  or  five  weeks.     What  the  conse- 
quences will  be  or  where  it  will  end  is  not  easy  to  forsee,  but  I  con- 
eeive  it  would  be  sound  policy  &  will  be  found  absolutely  necessary 
to  take  the  most  speedy  k  effectual  measures  to  send  up  such  a  "body 
of  troops  there  as  would  support  &  give  countenance  to  all  who  would 
desire  to  continue  in  their  allegiance  to  this  state,  confirm  the 
vaveiing  &  check  the  giddy  in  their  mad  career ;  if  this  could  be 
done  so  that  the  world  wonld  see  the  state  only  meant  to  support 
the  peaceable  Inhabitant  having  title  &  property  to  be  jisposod  of 
in  Courts  of  Law,  It  would  probably  divide  those  people  among 
themselves,  &  facilitate  a  full  establishment  of  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  state  there ;  If  our  General  Assembly  at  their  next  meeting  go 
on  to  set  that  district  off  as  a  seperato  County,  I  believe  it  would 
tend  to  the  same  happy  purpose,  as  it  will  open  the  way  to  some  of 
the  honors  &  emoluments  of  a  County,  which  will  operate  as  a 
eoanterpoise  to  the  honors  and  emoluments  expected  in  a  new  state, 
tod  indeed  submission  to  government,  circumstanced  &  situated  as 
they  are,  subject  to  a  great  number  of  petty  suits  &  no  Justice  of 
the  peace  nearer  than  fifty  miles,  is  a  real  difficulty  &  should  be 
removed  as  soon  as  possible — what  troops  (if  any,)  will  be  raised, 
ii  Dot  for  me  to  determine  but  I  sincerely  believe  none  can  be  more 
unfit  for  this  business  than  militia,  for  a  variety  of  reasons  which  I 
Deed  not  mention.     But  convinced  I  am  unless  something  is  done 
&  that  speedily  and  effectually  a  new  state  will  be  attempted  to  be 
created  witbiu  a  very  short  time ;  whereas,  a  vigorous  and  timely 
opposition  on  liberal  principles  may  crush  jthe   whole  scheme  & 
eiUblish  Peace  in  that  unhappy  district.     William  Shaw,  Esq., 
the  also  writes  you  on  this  business  sends  you  a  copy  of  an  inter- 
cepted letter  properly  authenticated  which  lajs  open  their  whole 
•cheme.     The  Letters  &  papers  inclosed  will  also  shew  their  design 
k  the  pains  taken  by  the  signers  to  prevent  the  people  being  mis- 
lead.    They  sent  them  to  me  by  a  special  Express  &  wished  that  it 
Blight  not  be  generally  known  how  they  came  by  some  part  of  their 
information  that  they  had  communicated  it  so  fully ;  as  it  would 
render  their  situation  very  insecure,  unless  they  received  timoly  & 
effectual  support.     I  hope  his  Excciry  the  President  &  the  Hon'ble 
the  supremo  Executive  Council  will  pardon  my  plainness  on  this 
occasion,  as  I  look  upon  tlio  affair  to  be  of  so  much  ImpoTtauoe  &  v>i 
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so  Berious  a  nature  as  to  render  a  scmpalous  attention  to  cercmc 
improper. 

Gent.y  I  nm,  with  the  most  sincere  Respect 

Ilis  Excell'ys  &  y'  Hon'ra  H'ble  Serv't, 

WILLIAM  MONTGOMERY.* 
[Letter  B.,  Vol.  I.,  p.  374.] 


Thomas  Grant  to  Pres.  Franklin,  1786. 

To  His  Excell'j  Benj.  Franklin,  Esq.,  Pres. 

Northnmberland,  May  20,  1786. 
Sir, 

As  an  officer  of  Ooyemment  I  think  it  my  indispensable  dutj 
inform  Council  of  the  Treatment  which  I  lately  received  at  Wyomi 
declarations  of  Ejectment  &  sundry  other  processes  were  pat  i: 
my  hands  against  People  living  at  &  near  Wyoming  in  order  to  1 
Execntry  of  which  I  arrived  at  that  place  on  the  fourteenth  insta 
the  fifteenth  I  spent  mostly  in  making  Enquiries  respecting 
disposition  of  the  Inhabitants,  the  next  day  I  arrested  John  P 
Sohott  who  declared  he  would  not  submit  nor  pay  any  respect  wl 
ever  to  my  arrest,  this  he  did  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Shaw,  bel 
whom  ho  had  not  long  before  entered  into  Recognisance.  Snn 
others  whom  I  had  arrested  behaved  in  the  same  manner  as  Sob 
&  declared  ae*  any  submission.  I  had  information  at  sundry  tic 
of  persons  who  had  declared  they  would  take  my  life,  but  on 
next  day  (the  Seventeenth)  I  observed  some  people  collecting  at  < 
Yarrington's  &  soon  after  a  greater  number  appeared  at  »shot 
bein^  told  that  their  Intentions  were  against  me  I  went  towards 
lodgings  but  was  overtaken  by  them  on  the  way,  they  accosted 
with  the  most  insulting  language  &  concluded  by  saying  the  or 
of  the  settlement  were,  that  I  should  leave  the  place  in  two  ho 
with  my  damned  writs  or  abide  by  the  consequences— one  of  th 
struck  William  Wilson,  the  man  who  accompanied  me  with  a  st 
&  made  towards  me,  but  having  pistols  I  declared  I  would  blow 
Brains  out  if  he  advanced,  I  however  made  to  my  lodging  &  pos 
myself  in  the  door  declared  I  would  shoot  the  first  man  that 
vanced,  after  some  time  one  of  them,  desired  to  speak  to  me 
private,  I  agreed  on  condition  that  the  Rest  would  retire.  Tl 
retired  a  little,  but  while  I  was  in  Conversation  with  the  one  i 
came  in,  they  returned  &  order'd  the  Landlady  to  turn  out  ' 
damned  penamite  Rascal  or  they  would  shoot  through  every  dooi 
window  of  the  house — much  inssulting  and  abusive  lange  was  v. 
by  them  k  as  they  were  armed  with  Clubs  and  pistoL^i  I  was  obli] 

*  Sec  rcforcncc  to  tliis  letter  in  \o\.  "5^.,  v-  '*^- 
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M  well  for  mj  own  safety  8S  for  tho  protection  of  the  woman  &  poor 
shildren  to  submit  to  their  terms,  viz.,  that  I  would  execute  no 
process  whatever  &  leave  the  place  in  two  honrs,  on  my  giving 
tbem  my  honor  that  I  would  comply,  they  returned  to  Yarington's 
to  see  that  I  complied :  and  I  cannot  help  observing  that  I  have 
every  reason  to  believe  that  my  life  depended  on  my  compliance — to 
mention  every  insult  ft  contempt  that  was  showed  mo  during  the 
time  I  was  there  would  far  exceed  the  Bounds  of  a  letter.  It  was 
bowever  impossible  to  execute  tho  Laws  of  Pcnnsa.  in  these  parts 
without  armed  force  to  support  the  officers. 

It  is  now  knowing  publickly  that  their  intentions  are  to  form  a 
Mw  state.     Ethan  Allen  with  a  groat  number  of  new  adventurers 
in  at  the  head  of  this  business  &  since  their  arrival  every  idea  of 
lobmission  to  the  Laws  of  Pennsa.  has  vanishod. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

your  mo.  ob.  h'ble  scrv't, 

THOMAS  GRANT.* 
[Letter  B.,  Vol.  L,  p.  385.] 


Lawrence  Eeeke  PROTnoNOTARr  for  Co.  of  North'd, 

1786. 

Sunbury^  June  1, 1786. 
Dear  Sir, 

Inelofled  I  have  the  honor  of  handing  you  a  list  of  the  persons 
namea  at  Wyoming,  who  entered  into  a  Recognizance  before  Wm. 
Montgomery  &  Wm.  Shaw,  Esq.,t  agreeable  to  a  Law  passed  the 
21th  day  of  Dec,  1785.  I  have  transmitted  the  originals  as  1  con- 
oeiTed  the  order  of  Council,  particularly  expressed  my  doiog  so. 
I  am.  Dear  8ir,  Yr. 

mo.  ob.  Hble.  Servt., 

L.  KEENE. 

Dincfedj 
John  Armstrong,  Esq.,  Sec.  Sup.  Exec.  Couucil. 


Letter  from  John  Franklin  at  Wyoming  to  Wm. 
montoombry,  1786. 

Wyoming,  Juno  26, 1786. 
Sir. 

I  have  had  the  perusal  of  your  letter  to  Mr.  Meyers  of  the  22d 
instant,  as  yon  made  mention  of  my  name  with  groat  reflections,  I 

*  8m  Vol.  X.,  p.  766. 

t  Lettan  are  aIbo  recorded  in  Letter  B.  Vol  1,  p.  SOS^  &^7,  fitom  i\i«i& 
toother  wJtb  m  full  list  of  the  namoa  of  the  persons  recogniied. 
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think  proper  to  return  you  an  answer ;  I  think  your  letter  yery 
extraordinary,  you  undertake  to  tell  us  what  Congress  have  done; 
what  the  Susquehanna  Comp'y  have  consented  to,  &o. ;  and  what 
his  Ezceiry,  the  president  has  authorized  you  to  inform  oa  of,  &c. 

You  tell  us  that  Congress  have  Resolved  to  grant  a  Traot  of 
Country  Northward  of  Penn.  &  Westward  of  N.  Y.  state  on  Lake 
Erie,  to  the  Susqueh.  Comp'y  in  lien  of  a  relinquishment  of  thrir 
(viz. :)  The  Company's  Right,  &  that  the  Susq.  Co.  &  all  parties  are 
satisfied  with  the  same,  f  must  tell  you,  Sir,  that  we  are  not  un- 
acquainted with  the  Resol'ns  of  Congress  or  proceedings  of  the 
Susq.  Co.  Your  Representations  are  inconsistent  with  Truth.  The 
votes  of  the  Susq.  Co.  of  the  17th  of  May  last,  may  convince  yoa 
of  their  intention,  (a  copy  of  said  votes  I  send  inclosed.  You  tell 
us  that  you  expect  the  wise  &  virtuous  amongst  us  will  avail  them- 
selves of  the  kind  Intentions  of  Gov.,  &  thereby  secure  the  benefits 
of  your  free,  equal  and  happy  constitution.  I  would  wish  to  be  in- 
formed whether  a  Removal  of  six  thousand  souls  from  their  justly 
acquired  habitations  at  Wyoming  to  bo  fixed  among  the  uationa  at 
Lake  Erie,  is  to  such  Emigrates  the  injoying  the  benefits  of  your 
froo  and  happy  Constitution ;  or  whether  your  Constitution  &  Right 
of  Government  extends  to  a  Territory  Northward  of  your  State  and 
Westward  of  N.  Y. 

You  query  whether  it  will  Satbfy  Allen  &  Franklin  and  their 
adherents  to  give  up  their  farms,  which  they  have  justly  acquired 
&  cultivated  at  Wyoming,  to  Pennsylvania  Land  Schemers  ?  &  ran 
our  chance  of  having  wild  Lands  on  the  hunting  Grounds  at  Lake 
Erie — be  assured.  Sir,  it  is  no  query  in  my  mind ;  I  expeet  to 
enjoy  my  lands  here,  unless  legally  removed  by  a  regular  course  of 
Law  had  before  a  proper  Tribunal. 

Your  Query,  that  whether  after  all  that  the  wisdom  and  forbearance 
of  Gov't  can  do  for  US|  we  must  be  a  people  devoted  to  hardshipe 
danger  &  devastation.  I  wish  you  had  explained  yourself  more 
fully  on  that  head,  whether  you  mean  the  forbearance  that  yoa 
saved  some  part  of  our  women  and  children  alive  at  the  time  yoa 
expelled  us  from  this  country  by  an  armed  force  in  the  year  '84,  or 
whether  by  giving  us  liberty  to  have  a  being  in  that  part  of  God's 
World,  on  the  waters  of  Lake  Erie;  wonderful  forbearance  indeed ! 
You  threaten  us  with  devastation  in  case  of  non-compliance,  but 
let  mo  tell  you,  Sir,  that  we  disregarded  your  threats.  You  tell  us 
you  are  authorized  by  a  letter  from  His  Excell'y  tho  Pres.  to  inform 
us  of  tho  Resolution  of  Congress  &  ihe  assurances  of  protection 
from  Govt.  I  would  inform  you,  that  I  have  his  Excelly's  Letter 
of  the  Twelfth  inst.  now  before  me.  Tho  assurance  gives  us  the 
greatest  satisfaction.  Rut  His  Excell'y  does  not  inform  us  of  the 
appointment  of  a  substitute  at  Northumberland  to  acquaint  ua  of 
the  good  intentions  of  Govt.,  &c. 

You  also  recommend  tiiat  we  demean  ourselves  as  good  citizens,  k 
not  bo  drawn  from  our  nllt'giance  by  the  vi\\d  f^.clvcmQ3  of  the  men. 


bj  fishing  in  troubled  watera,  that   thcao  meii  when  di8»^ 

eth,  will  lea^re  ua  to  ebift  for  ouraelves  and  bunt  out  a 

in  which  to  eserciac  their  unhappy  talcntsj  to  which  I 

[t  ever  has  been  and  still  is  our  desire  to  demean  ourselves 

pUizengy  ikod  would  wish  to  bo  protected  aa  aucb^  the'  we 

^to  say  we  hate  never  yet  enjoyed  the  bsDcflta  of  your 

on  thotigh  aolemuly  pledged  to  ua.     You  pretend  to  h^ 

i^ People  here  will  be  drawn  ffom  their  allegkuce  by  the  wild 

r  men,  who  Htg  by  fiahiog  in  troubled  waters — had  you  been 

I  would  have  saidj  you  was  afraid  that  the  eshortatiousof  the 

eoua  and  juat  will  have  such  deep  imprciSdiDn  on  the  minds 

^  people  at^Wyoming  as  wiU  induce  them  to  stand  forth  on 

Hce  in  a  juat  and  rightcotJB  cause  and  overthrow  the  hellish 

the  land  monopoiitxTg^  who  wish  to  distroy  the  Yankeya 

face  of  the  carib,  that  they  may  enjoy  the  Lands  our 

!  cultivated  and  our  Blood  enriched*    You  further  pretend 

Jd   the  wild  Ecb  ernes,  (as  you  terra  them  J  will  have  the 

Wyomiug  when  danger  arriveth*    I  belicvcj  8ir,  it  iayour 

inBh.  that  the  wise  and  virtuous  would  withdraw  that  you 

ereby   have  a  better  opportunity  of   drawing  the  mor^ 

ad  innocent  people  into  a  snare  &  persuade  them  to  give 

ill  for  a   Rattlebox,     I  then  query  whether  you  would  not 

i  from  them,  provided  the  Honor  of  the  Laud  Schemers  only 

pledged  fur  the  delivery  thereof.     But  be  assured,  Sir,  tho 

irtuous  will  not  withdraw.    We  bave  been  inured  to  danger, 

ind  devastations,  wo  have  been  too  often  deceived  by  your 

ftsLtnd.Soliemen  as  well  as  bj  some  of  the  offioers  of 

mo  made  great  preieotions  of  honestji  jnsUoe  &  friendshipi 

In  hxr  words  and  flattering  speeohes  are  not  to  be  believed, 

"the  Lord,  <' Their  hearts  are  full  of  all  manner  of 


kstt  US  of  a  removal  of  Con|;ress  from  yon  StatOt  then 
iio  icvail  6tinl6!ve8  of  the  kind  intendons  of  Gov.  &  sedtare 

tU  of  joar  Gpnstitatien^  embrace  the  oflered  merqi%  re- 
r  all  to  Lands  Sehemersand  take  Lands  at  Lake  Hiiaw 
ih  view  the  inoonsistenoy  of  jonr  Lettev — ^how  in  the  name 
Ibj  jtfa  ezpeet  to  proteot  ns  by  your  oonstitatian  when  wo  : 
dryotir  State.  Yon  tell  of  fishing  in  tronbled  mtenu  It 
OM  of  the  weeds  of  Nathan  to  King  David,  ^^(ihfiia  srt  ^le 
?  Set  me  tell  yon,  Sir,  we  esteem  omelves  oiy^le  of  treas- 
Vk  mm  Business,  and  would  advise  yon  to  avail  yoodbdf  of 
iiMbt  of  the  Susq.  Company,  &  thereby  sefwt  your  .Lands. 
Iflftr^peaoe  on  jnst  and  honorable  terms,  A 

am,  Sir,  yr. 
-'''-'  Humble  servant, 

^  •'''.'.  JOHN  FttANKLIN. 

V^^9ki  toevolent  intesticin  «f  the'  (ipmpaay  to  youit  pa^ 
fMMUifyhy^mmlfiB  to  tbediMdvaiitMa  of  my  koMmi 
fk^hikegole  owner  of  tboBs  Landi  yoa  oudmat  lithoum) 
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At  a  meeting  of  the  proprietors  of  the  ^asqaohahna  Purchas* 
Landsy  legally  warned  and  held  at  Hartfordj  May  ITth,  1786 

Col.  Oadsbjy  Moderator. 

Voted. — ^That  all  persons  settled  under  the  authority  of  the  S 
of  Peons*  &  now  actually  inhabiting  upon  that  Tract  of  Gounirj 
the  Westerly  Waters  of  the  Susquehanna  River,  &  purclu 
of  the  natives  by  the  Company,  called  the  Susquehanna  Gomi 
be,  &  the  same  arejhereby  fully  established  &  confirmed  with  fulf 
absolute  possession  of  the  Lands  by  them  actually  possessed  ui 
the  said  State  of  Pennsa. 

Voted. — ^That  this  Company  conscious  of  the  equity  of  t 
Title  to  the  Lands  bona  fide  purchased  of  the  natives  and  alti 
upon  the  Waters  of  the  River  Susquehanna  will  support  and  m 
tain  their  claim  to  the  Lands  aforesaid;  &  effectually  justify 
support  their  settlers  thereon. 

Voted.— That  Samuel  Gray,  Esq.,  Col.  Thomas  Dyer  apd  < 
Ebenezer  Gray  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  a  Committee  i 
full  power  and  authority  to  make  out  a  list  of  all  such  per^oq 
are  Proprietors  of  said  Company  and  have  paid  their  taxes  agreei 
to  the  votes  of  said  Company,  and  that  all  persons  that  have  i 
lected  &  shall  neglect  to  pay  the  same  by  the  first  day  of  Septea 
next,  shall,  and  the  same  are  hereby  excluded  from,  any  rij 
interest  or  property  within  the  Territory  aforesaid.  The  said 
of  Proprietors  to  be  completed  by  the  first  day  of  September  w 
Extract  from  the  Records, 

SAM'L  GRAY, 
Glcrl 


Thomas  Habtley  to  Wm.  Bbadford,  A.  G.,  1787 

York  Town,  Jan'y  5th,  178; 
Dr  Sir, 

You  will  discover  by  my  letter  of  the  5th  ult.,  what  was  the  ] 
most  of  the  Gentlemen  had  hero  concerning  the  Tumult  the  Th 
day  prcceeding. 

The  Measures  taken  by  the  Friends  of  civil  Power  were  per) 
highly  proper  for  the  Day,  and  could  it  be  with  Certainty  said 
Disorder  was  totally  removed,  and  no  bad  Consequences  were  V 
apprehended^  the  Plan  proposed  by  the  Letter  might  be  an  elij 
one. 

As  I  wrote  before,  it  would  bo  perhaps  uneandid  or  unjust  in 
when  I  Lave  the  smallest  Apprehensions  or  any  Reason  to  occa 
a  Doubt  concerning  the  Designs  of  those  People  called  Insurgc 
to  recommend  a  State  of  Security  which  perhaps  cannot  bo  trust 
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Soveiml  have  bceif[boiind  over  to  the  Sessions,  what  the  Fate  of 
an  IndictmeDt  there  may  be  is  not  certain  to  determine ;  an  Igno- 
ramus  Bill  wonld  be  a  disagreeable  Consideration.  The  Justices  are 
Men  of  Chancteri  bat  in  the  Punishment  of  their  Neighbours  in 
Cue  of  i|  Conviction  it  oiight  not  be  so  adequate  or  Independent  as 
ID  the  Supreme  Court  Under  the  Direction  of  their  Honours  the 
InQOoent  and  guilty  might  perhaps  be  better  discriminated. 

I  have  anderstood  that  it  has  been  the  Opinion  of  several  below 
that  the  Supreme  Court  at  next  Assizes  would  be  the  proper  Tri- 
banal  to  investigate  the  Matter  in. 

It  would  be  Presumption  in  me  to  recommend  a  contrary  Prin- 
ciple ;  a  mistaken  Confidence  might  be  very  dangerous.  I  am  sorry 
fbr  the  misguided  Conduct  of  these  Men^  several  of  them  stood  in 
I  very  gooa  Light  before. 

How  then  shall  the  Business  be  conducted  ?  please  to  direct. 

As  I  said  before.  Several  of  them  have  been  bound  over  to  appear 
at  the  next  Court  of  General  Quarter  Sessions  in  this  Month,  and 
will  probably  attend.  If  the  Trials  are  to  be  above,  should  not  the 
Fersont  charged  be  reoogniied  anew  in  the  Sessions — with  'Bail  to 
ippear  before  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  at  the  next  Assizesy 
b.T 

This  would  be  the  speediest  Way.  If  other  Persons  are  to  be 
proceeded  against,  a  Warrant  may  issue  from  the  Ciiief  Justioo 
before  he  comes  here  in  the  Spring  to  have  them  taken. 

You  will  be  so  good  as  to  sond  your  Instructions  to  point  out 
what  you  mean  should  be  done.  You  will  be  pleased  to  consult  the 
Jndges  if  you  think  proper. 

Perhaps  the  Chief  Justice  will  not  think  it  amiss  to  write  to  the 
Prcadent  of  the  Court  what  their  Honours  would  think  expedient 
and  necessary  further  to  be  done. 
And  I  am.  Sir, 

With  great  Respect  and  Ilegard, 

Your  most  Obcd.  &  most  humble  Scrv't, 
THOS.  HARTLEY.* 

P.  8.  Present  my  Compliments  to  the  Chief  Justice  and  Lis 
Brethren  in  Town. 

The  Honourable  Wm.  Bradford,  Jun.,  Esq.,  Att'y  Ocncral. 


Gov.  Randolph  op  Va.  to  Pres.  Franklin,  1787. 

Duplicate.  Richmond,  January  11th,  1787. 

Sir, 

Prom  the  inclosed  memorial  of  Col.  Charles  Simms,  your  Excel- 
kney  will  collect  his  anxiety  concerning  a  contest  now  depending  in 

*  See  Col.  Roc,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  147. 
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a  Court  of  jour  State.  But  I  am  forbidden  bj  the  Confidence  whi 
I  place  in  the  justice  and  proper  execution  of  your  laws,  official 
to  interpose  on  this  occasioUj  farther  than  to  communicate  his  au 
gestions,  of  which  your  Excellency  will|  I  am  sure,  make  every  n 
and  application  which  may,  with  propriety,  tend  to  his  relief. 
I  have  the  honor,  Sir, 

To  be  your  Excellency's  mo.  ob.  acrv't, 

EDM.  RANDOLBH. 
His  ExceUency,  The  president  of  Pennsylyania. 


Gov.  Caswell  op  N.  C,  to  Pres.  Frankldt,  1787. 

No.  Carolina,  January  12th,  1787. 
Sir, 

Inclosed  you  will  be  pleased  to  receive  an^Act  of  the  Legialatn; 
of  this  State  for  appointing  Deputies  to  a  Convention  propoMd  tol 
held  in  the  City  of  Philiulelphia  in  May  next^  for  the  purpose  < 
revising  the  Federal  Constitution. 

Our  General  Assembly  were  induced  to  pass  this  Act  in  fu 
expectation '  that  the  several  States  in  the  Union  would  Co-opera 
with  us  in  this  desirable  Object. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  with  the 
Greatest  respect  &  esteem,  Sir, 

Your  most  Obedient  &  very  humble  Servant, 

RD.  CASWELL.* 

His  Excellency,  The  President  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
By  post. 


Gov.  Randolph  op  Va.  to  Pres.  Franklin,  1787. 

Richmond,  January  2lBt,  1787. 
Sir, 

When  I  did  mvsclf  the  honor  of  addressing  your  Excellency,  i 

above,  on  the  11th  Instant,  the  memorial  said  to  be  inclosed  was  I 

mistake  omitted.     I  am  therefore  obliged ^to  trouble  you  once  moi 

on  the  same  subject ;  and  must  beg  you  to  believe  that  I  am.  Sir, 

With  the  highest  respect, 

Your  Excellency's  mo.  ob.  serv't, 

EDM.  RANDOLPH.* 
Directedj 
His  Excellency,  the  President  of  Pennsylvania. 

*  See  Col.  Rco.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  169. 
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SUte  of  North  CaroliDa. 
An  Old  for  appointing  dqnUie$/ram  thu  9iate,  to  a  convention  pro- 
fomd  to  ht  held  in  the  cify  of  Philadelphia  in  May  next j /or  the 
fmrpoee  ofrevinng  the  federal  conUitution, 
Whereaa  in  the  formation  of  the  foederal  compact  which  frames 
the  bond  of  union  of  the  American  states,  it  was  not  possible  in  tho 
in&nt  state  of  our  republics  to  devise  a  system  which  in  the  course 
of  time  and  experience  would  not  manifest  imperfections  that  it 
woald  be  necessary  to  reform.  And  whereas  the  limited  powers 
vhieh  by  the  articles  of  ^confederation  are  vested  in  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  have  been  found  far  inadeqaate  to  the  enlarged 
purposes  which  they  were  intended  to  produce.  And  whereas  Con- 
gress hath  by  repeated  and  most  urgent  representations;  endeavoured 
to  awaken  this  and  the  other  states  of  the  union,  to  a  sense  of  the 
tralv  critical  and  alarming  situation  into  which  they  must  be  una- 
Toidably  oast,  unless  measures  are  forthwith  taken  to  enlarge  the 
powers  of  Cimgress,  that  they  may  thereby  be  enabled  to  avert  the 
diDgers  which  threaten  our  existence  as  a  free  and  independent 
people.  And  whereas  this  state  hath  been  ever  desirous  to  act  upon 
tko  enlarged  system  of  the  general  good  of  the  United  States,  with- 
oit  Undiog  its  views  to  the  narrow  and  selfish  object  of  partial  con* 
Tcnience,  and  has  been  at  all  times  ready  to  make  every  concession 
(o  the  safety  add  happiness  of  the  whole,  which  justice  and  soand 
poUey  eould  vindicate : 

1,  Beit  therefore  exacted  by  the  Oeneral  Auemhly  of  the  Uate  of 

North  Carolina,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  9ame^  That  five  Commis- 

lioners  be  appointed  by  joint  ballot  of  both  houses  of  Assembly, 

tho,  or  any  three  of  them,  are  hereby  authorised  as  deputies  from 

this  state,  to  meet  at  Philadelphia  on  the  first  day  of  May  next, 

then  and  there  to  meet  and  confer  with  such  deputies  as  may  be 

Appointed  by  the  other  states  for  similar  purposes,  and  with  them  to 

discuss  and  decide  upon  the  most  effectual  means  to  remove  tho 

ciefects  of  our  fcsderal  union,  and  to  proonre  the  enlarged  purposes 

^bich  it  was  intended  to  effect,  and  that  they  report  such  an  act  to 

the  Oanerml  Assembly  of  this  state,  as  when  agrm  to  by  them,  will 

efiectoally  provide  for  the  same. 

IL  And  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  in  case  of  the  death  or  resig- 
X^ation  of  any  of  the  s^d  deputies,  or  of  their  declining  their  appoint- 
x&eots,  his  Excellency  the  Governor  for  the  time  ^ing,  is  hereby 
Authorised  to  supply  such  vacancies,  and  the  Oovernor  is  reqaiied  to 
tnoamit  forthwith  a  copy  of  this  act  to  the  United  States  in  Con- 
S'eas  assembled,  and  to  the  executives  of  each  of  the  states  in  the 

Read  three  timet  and  ratified  in  General  AtsemUy,  the  sixth  day 
o/ January,  Anno  Dom.y  1781. 

JAMES  COOR,  S.  S. 
JOHN  B.  ASHE,  S.  C. 
YoL^Xl^e 
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[  88.  ]    North  Carolina. 

In  Oeneral  Aasemblyj  January  6, 1787. 

Mr.  Willisi  from  the  joint  ballotinff  for  memberB  to  attend 
meeting  proposed  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia  in  Maj  next,  for  d 
])uirpo8e  of  revidng  the  foederal  oonstitntion,  reported. 

That  his  Ezoellency  Richard  Caswell,  Esqairoi  Alexander  Marti 
William  R.  Davioi  Richard  Dobbs  Spaight  and  Willie  Jone 
Esquires,  were  elected  for  that  purpose. 

The  House  taking  this  report  into  consideration  concurred  tber 
with.  I 

Extract  from  thejaumaL 

J.  HUNT,  C.  H.  C. 
J.  HAYWOOD,  0.  8.* 


Managbbs  of  State  Lottery  to  Goukcil,  1787. 

May  it  please  the  Council, 

By  the  absence  of  one  of  the  Managers  of  the  Lottery  and  tl 
indisposition  of  another,  there  remains  but  one  to  attend  to  tl 
drawinff. 

The  Magistrates  and  Clerks  are  ready  to  proceed,  but  as  the  Im 
requires  the  presence  of  two  Managers,  I  pray  the  direotionv  of  Gmi 
cil  for  the  regulation  of  my  conduct  in  this  conjuncture. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  the  greatest  Respect 

May  it  please  the  Council 

Their  most  obedient  &  most  humble  senrant, 

MATTH.  CLARKSON.* 
Assembly  Chamber,  State  House,  February  8th,  i  past  10  o^oloe 
Indorsedf 

Read  in  Council  February  8th,  1787,  and  Mr.  Peter  BaynUm  Mf 
pointed  a  Manager  during  the  indisposition  of  Mr  Fuller. 

Directed^ 
The  Honourable  The  Supreme  Executive  Council. 

*  See  CoL,  Beo.,  XV.,  p.  169. 
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PkoCLAUATION     07     Ooy'B    of    MASSAGHUSfeTTB     AGAINST 

Shats,  &C,  1787. 
CSommonwealtli  of  Maasaehusetts.  • 

Bj  hii  Ezeellenoj  James  Bowdoin,  Eaqr.^  Governor  of  ihe  Com- 
Bomraalth  of  Hasaaohoaettfl. 

A  PhKdamation. 

Wheraaa  the  General  Coart  of  thia  Commonwealth  did,  on  the 
fouth  of  Febraary  inatanti  decUirei  that  a  horrid  and  nnnatnral 
SebeUion  and  War  hath  been  openly  and  traiterooaly  ruaedi  and 
lefied  against  thia  Commonwealth^  with  a  design  to  snbver^  and 
oferthrow  the  Constitution,  and  form  of  Oovemment  thereof :— and 
vheraa  it  appears,  that  Daniel  Shay^of  Pelham,  and  Lake  Day  of 
Wttt  Springfield,  in  the  County  of  Hampahire,  Adam  Wheeler  of 
Dubbardston  in  the  Connty  of  Woroester,  and  Eli  Paraonaof  Adama 
in  the  Connty  of  Berkshire,  have  been  the  Principals  in,  and  abet- 
tors and  supporters  of  this  unnatoral,  unprovoked  and  wicked  Rebel- 
lion, against  the  dignity,  authority  and  Oovemment  of  the  said 
Commonwealth. 

I  have  therefore  thought  fit,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  the  Council, 
and  at  the  desire  of  the  General  Court,  to  issue  this  proclamation ; 
hereby  requiring  all  Judges,  Justices,  Sheriffs,  Grand- Jurors,  Con- 
aublea  &  other  Officers,  civil  and  military,  and  also  lecommending 
it  to  all  other  good  subjects  within  this  Commonwealth  to  use  their 
utmost  endeavours  for  discovering  and  apprehending  the  said  Daniel 
Shajs,  Luke  Day,  Adam  Wheeler  &  Eli  Parsons,  and  them  to  deliver 
to  the  high  Sheriff  for  the  County  of  Suffolk,  that  so  they,  or  either 
of  them  may  be  rendered  to  justice  :  and  for  the  encouragement  of 
aneh  persons  as  shall  appreheud  the  said  Daniel  Shays,  Luke  Day, 
Adim  Wheeler  and  Eli  Parsons,  or  either  of  them,  and  deliver  them 
to  the  Sheriff  aa  aforesaid — it  is  hereby  declared,  that  he  or  they 
shall  thereupon  be  entitled  to  receive  out  of  the  public  Treasury  for 
that  service,  a  reward  of  one  hundred  &  fifty  pounds  for  Daniel 
Shays,  and  one  hundred  pounds  each  for  Luke  Day,  Adam  Wheeler 
k  Kli  Parsons. 

And  all  persons  whatsoever  are  hereby  strictly  commanded  not  to 
harbour,  enterUin  or  conceal  the  said  Daniel  Shays,  Luke  Day,  Adam 
^'heeler  or  Eli  Parsons,  as  they  will  answer  the  contrary  at  their 
Veril,  and  avoid  the  Penalties  in  this  case  by  law  provided. 

Oiven  at  the  Council  Chamber  in  Boston  this  ninth  day  of  Febru- 
ary, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  &  Eighty- 

^^en  ]  and  in  the  Eleventh  year  of  the  Independence  of  the  United 

States  of  America. 

JAMES  BOWDOIN,* 
True  Copy,  By  His  Excellency's  Command. 

Atteet  JOHN  A  VERT,  Jan'r,  Seo^y. 

'^  Col  Sec,,  XV,,  ^  170,    Pivc/amation  of  PennsyWonift,  m ,  \W. 
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Opinion — Judges  MgKban  and  Brtan  on  Dbp&ecuti 
OF  Pat,  1787. 

The  Supreme  Ezeoative  Conndl  of  the  State  of  PennsylTtniai 
their  act  of  the  4th  day  of  Janoarj  last,  whieh  was  reoeived  on 
5th  inst.,  requested  the  opinioQ  of  the  Judges  upon  the  claim  of  & 
James  O'Hara,  for  depreciation  of  his  pay  as  Commissary  in 
General  Hospital.     The  certificate  of  Benjamin  Walkery  Gornn 
sioner,  under  Congress  for  the  Hospital  department|  the  aettlen 
of  said  claim  by  John  Nicholson,  Comptroller  Oenend  of  Uie  Sli 
and  the  opinion  of  William  Bradford|  jr.,  attomy  General  of 
State,*  respecting  the  same  were  also  reoeiyed. 

In  answer,  we  would  observe,  that,  as  the  ease  of  James  O'H 
has  not  been  stated  particularly,  we  apprehend  the  question  to  I 
general  one,  to  wit.  Whether  a  Commissary  of  a  district  Hospi 
who  resigned  his  appointment  after  the  10th  day  of  April,  1780, 
became  supernumerary  by  the  arrangement  of  the  Hospitals, 
Congress,  on  the  80th  day  of  September,  1780,  be  intitled  to 
depreciation  of  his  pay,  under  the  Resolve  of  Congress  of  the  2( 
day  of  February,  1782  ? 

It  may  be  proper  to  premise,  that  the  first  establishment  of  I 
Hospital  of  the  American  Army  was  upon  the  27th  July,  1775, 
which  there  is  no  mention  made  of  a  Commissary  ;  but  a  Chrk  i 
two  Jikore-keepen  are  named,  and  therein  called  officert.  By  i 
next  arrangement,  via.,  April  7th,  1777.  A  Oommis9ary  of  < 
Hospitals  in  each  district  it  established,  and  the  next  day  his  paj 
fixed  at  two  dollars  a  day,  and  his  rations  at  four  per  day. 
another  arrangement  made  on  the  80th  day  of  Septebmer,  171 
Commiuarien  are  discontinued,  and  Stewards  and  Ward-masi 
are  therein  sited  ''  oflScers/'  By  the  act  of  Congress,  dated  the  2( 
day  of  October,  1782,  the  Comptroller  is  directed  "  to  adjust  ( 
^*  accounts  of  all  the  officers  of  the  late  General  Hospital,  for  ] 
^<and  subsistanee,  up  to  the  time  the  arrangement  t<M)k  place 
'<  September,  1780,  or  for  so  much  of  the  pr^eding  time,  as  tl 
"  continued  in  service  Ac.,"  '<  and  it  is  recommended  to  the  Legii 
''  tures  of  the  several  States,  to  settle  and  discharge,  on  account 
^<  the  United  States,  the  depreciation  of  pay  of  such  officers  in  i 
'^  late  General  Hospital,  as  are  inhabitants  of  or  belonging  to  tt 
<<  respective  States,  who  resigned  their  appointments  after  the  1( 
''  day  of  April,  1780,  or  became  supernumerary  by  the  new  arran 
«  ment  in  September,  1780."  By  the  Act  of  Assembly  of  the  1) 
day  of  April,  1782,  the  Comptroller  General  is  directed  to  sd 
the  depreciation  of  thepay  of  such  officers. 

In  pursuance  of  the  Acts  above  recited,  the  Commissioner  of  1 

United  States,  the  Comptroller  General  of  this  State,  and  the  Att 

ncy  General  are  of  opinion,  that  a  Commissary  of  the  Hospital 

eucb  an  oScer,  as  is  intitled  to  tbo  depreciation  of  his  pay.    1 

♦  Sec  "pag^  W. 
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Ute  mbacriben  (Jadgea  Atlee  and  Bnah  being  oat  of  Town)  ^jwn 
mttnte  oonndention  of  tbe  jostiee  of  the  oaae,  tbe  intention  of  Con- 
gna  and  the  purview  of  all  their  proceedings  relating  to  this  aub- 
jeet,  ooaonr  in  the  Mune  opinion. 

THOS.  McKEAN, 
GEO.  BRYAN. 
Philadelphia,  Febr*;  16th,  1787. 

MhrtdtOf 

To  The  Honortble  The  Y iee-President  and  the  Bapreme  Exeou- 
tire  Council. 


Warrahts  fob  Lakdb  ih  hbw  Purchasb  issued,  1787. 

PhUad-,  Febr'j  19'*,  1787. 
Sir, 

Agreeably  to  jour  directions,  I  beg  leave  to  report,  that  during 
tltelast  6  months  tbe  following  Warrants  were  issued  from  and  mo- 
nies paid  into  the  Receiver  Qenerara  offioe,  for  Lands  in. the  new 
puehftse,  via* : 


A* 

1"86— August, 

2  Warrants 

402 

£120  14  3 

Sept., 

3        do 

218 

65  15  2 

Octr., 

«         (( 

M 

<(    ((  (( 

Novr., 

t(         It 

(( 

((    ((  « 

Deer, 

I         do 

185 

55  11  2 

1787-Jan'y, 

2         do 
8W" 

93 

27  18  0 

898A' 

£269  18  7 

I  havo  the  honor  to  be 

your 

most  ob'  Hble.  Servant, 

] 

FRA«  JOHNSTON. 

Hon'ble  Cha'a 

Biddle,  Esq'. 

Sec'y  of  Conqress  to  Pres.  op  Pennsylvania,  1787. 
(Circular.) 
Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress, 

Feb'y  21-»,  1787. 
Sir, 

,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency,  herewith 
iiiclosed,  an  act  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  and  am, 
with  the  greatest  respect, 
your  Excellency's  most 

obedient  &  most  Humble  Servant, 

CHA.  THOMSOli. 
^u  Excellency  Tb0  PirMeot  o/ PenimylvaDia. 
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Sbc't  or  CoNGBESS  TO  Pbbs.  of  Pshnstlvahia,  1781 

fCirealar.) 

Offioe  of  Seeretary  of  ConmBs. 
Haroh  1^,  1787. 
Sir, 

Panmant  to  order,  I  have  the  honor  to  tranimtt  to  your  Bai 
lencj,  herewith  eDoloscd,  a  state  of  the  represeDtation  in  Ocngt 
for  Uie  Month  of  De(f ,  Jan'j  &  Feb'ji  to  he  eommiuiioated  to  t 
Legislatare. 

With  the  greatest  respect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

jonr  Elxeellency's  most  obedieiii 
&  most  Hamble  Servant, 
CHA.  THOMSON. 
His  Excellency  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


Sbc't  Auistbonq  to  Attobnbt  Obnbbal,  1787. 

Secretary's  Office, 

Philad-,  March  !•*,  1786. 
Sir — Conncil  request  year  opinion  upon  the  following  question 
soon  as  it  may  bo  Convenient : — 

If  the  Militia  was  called  in  the  year  1781,  and  if  an  appeal  i 
not  then  held  within  the  time  limitted  by  Law,  can  an  appeal  be  h( 
now  t  if  not,  can  the  fines  be  levied  off  the  delinquents  f 
I  amj  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

JAMES  TRIMBLE,  for 
JOHN  ARMSTRONG,  jun., 
Secn^. 
Wm.  Bradford,  Esq',  Attorney  Qen^.'^ 


Pbes.  Sullivan  of  N.  II.,  to  Pbssidbnt  Fbanelin,  17£ 

State  of  New  Hampshire, 

Durham,  3d  March,  1787. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  inclosing  a  Resolve  of  the  General  Asseml 
in  this  State  appointing  Delegates  to  meet  in  Convention  at  Phi 
delphia  the  second  day  of  May  next. 
And  am  with  much  esteem 

Sir,  your  Ezcellenoy's  most 

obedient  and  very  humble  Servant, 
Directed,  JNO.  SULLIVAN. 

His  Excellency,  The  Qovemor  of  Pennsylvania. 
Jna,  Snllifan. 

*  His  reply  has  noi\Miiik  t^uiA. 


#llliiWK;¥i[JtttA.  UiAi^im^^^flV^.        HUb 


Steto  of  New  HsmpiHn^  '• '      '.  ^ 

In  Ite  Exmm  irf  »ipww>iM>^«>  J^^y  Wfe  y^- 
iMlted,  iKst  my  ito  of  tte  DbbMto  or{IBi.8tiite !te  d^  0«j|- 
fwof  AaUAitM  Bt«taii^  Wtiia  lie^  m  ^^fOt^  kM^^MM 
•iDeimtiM  fironi  thii  sttte,  to  meet  iooh  depotieir  Ibi  m^j'^'Mi- 

C'elii  ni  «litleriiiid  bj  oUmt  ftJOb  kl  die  UakwkteAieiilile 
OoBfentiMi  el  PhOade^liisM  Oe  keeM^  day  of  Uajiifi^wM 
tijoio  with  theiBi.M'deWmg  aiid  dliSMMinjr  all  meh  idtMlioBe  ft 
fatker  pwfUtae  ■•  to  raider  tU  Haend  AnetitatMMl  iideq^  io 
tbeKriMriMtf  «Me  UniiM*  i#  MfMrtiiig  looli'M'tfot  Ik^ 


Untodl^tiiM  In  Qibgnm,  ee  wken^MAeed  to  bj  tkMl/iD^  dnfy 
corfmed  to  the  iovenl  Statoe^  wOT  eAkoeUj  proMdil  ^  ifo 
ue;  Bm  te/em  it  the  SeMlief  inj of  aaid  Depolta^Orltielk 
deeUiiog theiv mppoMtmente,  Ihe BMeotheia  heiel^ilitlrtiiiitd  t6 

aly  soeh  ntftneiee,  and  the  Pteaideat  i»  reqaeated  to  tranaml't 
with  a  Oopj  of  (hia  Beaolfe  to  the  Uoitod  Statoa  teCfoogreaa 
ft  to  the  Sjueotifia  of  eaeh  of  the  Statea  in  the  n&ion. 
8«at  uf  for  Oonenrrenee. 

JOHN  LANGDON,  Speal/er. 

In  Senato  the  aame  day,  read  and  Goncuired  with  this  amend- 
ment, that  the  aaid  Delegates  shall  proceed  to  join  the  Convention 
•fonnid  in  oaae  Oongreaa  shall  aignify  to  them,  that  they  approve 
of  the  imd  Conrention  as  advanta^ns  to  the  Union  and  not  an  io- 
Mi|aDient  of  the  Powers  granted  to  Congress  by  the^Anfedentlf  n. 

JNO.  SULLIVAN,  President. 
In  the  Honse  of  Representatives  the  same  day  read  &  concnnH. 

JOHN  LANGDON,  Speaker. 
A  tme  Copy. 

Atteat,  JbeiPH  Peaeson,  Sep'y. 


lllMORIAL  OF  NOETHUMBSRLAim  00*«^BbCORDER  OF  DbKDS, 

1787-    . 

To  His  Eze6lleney  the  president,  and  ^the  Siqpreme  Ezeoative 

Cooneil  oi  the  Stato  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  reeommendation  of  the  magistrates  &  other  freeholders  of  tlie 
Connty  itf  Noiihnmberlaiid, 
Bttpeetfnlly  Sheweth, 

Thu  aa  the  Inhabitants,  and  othera,  who  are  inveated  with  Titlea 
b  laads,  in  the  said  conntjot  JYorlhomberlandr-eae  Qk!&gje&  \i^ 
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nor  not  having  their  tides  properly  acknowledged;  nor  proveny  Till 
thej  apply  to  the  Beoorderi  are  then  obliged  to  go  and  baTe  ifc  done, 
altbo*  often  inconvenient  Therefore  as  we  Conoeive  it  would  be 
more  for  the  Gonveniency  of  the  peoplej 

Would  beg  leave  to  reoommendj  tfiat  the  refoorder  of  said  County 
may  be  fully  impowered  by  your  Hon'ble  Councili  for  the  purpose 
aflfbresaid,  he  being  a  person,  wherein  such  trust  and  Confidenoe 
Can  be  reposed. 


Wm.  Antes, 
John  Phnlor, 
Jaa.  Murray, 
And.  Straubc^ 
Joseph  Salmon, 
Xtoph  Deringi 
Benjn.  Lyon, 
Sobt.  LyoQ| 
Benin.  Walker, 
William  Fisher, 
Bobt  Martin, 
Daniel  Montgomery, 
Robt.  Taggart, 
David  Woodsidoi 
Indorsed, 
March  10, 1787. 


Daniel  Kelley, 
Wm.  Clark,  Bttfalo. 
Thomas  Oaskins, 
James  M*  Lees, 
Biohard  Robinson, 
Alex.  Ewing, 
Jno,  Nelson, 
Bobt.  Beynolds, 
Aaron  Kimrod, 
John  Clark, 
James  Logan, 


Jaeob  Drsssbaeh, 
John  Lytle, 
Wm.  Sims, 
Wm.  Mootgpomery, 
Wm.  Shaw, 
Wm.  Cook, 
Jno.  Kelly, 
John  Aurand, 
John  Heekart, 
Jas.  Potter, 
W.  Irwin, 


W.  Clark,  Sbamockiu  Jacob  Follmer, 
creek.  Klias  Tungman, 

Henrich  Aurandt, 


ESTABLISHMBKT  OT  THE  ^<  EVBinNQ   OhROKICLE,'*   1T87. 

Sir, 

I  beg  leave  to  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  inform  the  honors'' 
ble  the  Supreme  Executive  Council,  that  I  have  lately  established  ^ 
Newspaper  in  this  City,  <<  The  Evening  Chronicle,''  which  I  hop^ 
will  meet  the  approbation  of  the  Public.  The  patronage  of  tn^ 
Council  by  an  Efncouragement  equally  with  other  Papers,  will  mor^ 
immediately  tend  to  give  it  a  general  Circulation. 
I  am,  sir,  with  great  Esteem, 

your  very  obed.  Hble,  Servt., 

BOBEBT  SMITH. 
Philadelphia,  12*^  March,  1787. 

Directed f 
The  Hon'ble  Charles  Biddle,  V.  P.  S.  Ex.  Conndl,  fte ,  Ae. 


,   '''..■'■;;  ^ '  :f^iU*';'lk«r.  12»,  1787. 
i  be^lM^  <Mto«ll;  duU  purmaiit  to  jmUis  notioa 


3qr  srariMd  odIj  £6  8  4  V  lOdAares. 

TIm  SJm  I  iheo  poftponed  'till  tba  10<^  fbllowinff.  wlien  but  8 
Ute  vM^koU^Oe  M0«f^Si  V^M  Ami  oiilf,^ 
Upo»  Ilia  vliok,  I  Miuidl  Mp  tulldl^^tlniimW^ilM:opAnt^  of 
Iht  ^Msnl  kirfldMtf  tbe,JDMiiitm 

|dilie  Luidi  ao  remote  from  the  Gity  ean  be  aoM  at  AiMtioa»totej 
idfantage. 

I  bavo  (he  honof  to  be. 

.:  jQor.]iiQalQ)]f8enfiqt»  ••., 

PBA*  JOHNSTON. 

The  Hon^  Charlea  Bkldle,  Eaqoixe,  in  Connttl. 

CouHciL  TO  Gov.  Clihtoh,  0?  N.  Y.-nPARTinoN  Ldtb, 

1787. 

la  Conncili 

Philad%  Hafoh  16th,  1787. 
Sr,  ' 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  jonr  Ezodlenoyi  that  as  the  Season 
fcriwaming  the  bnainesaof  the  partition  line  bcWeen  this  State  and 
tbt  of  Nev  York  ia  now  (aat  approaehing.  The  Oommiflaionera  of 
tUi  State  haye  it  in  inaftrnetion  to  oommnnioate  with  the  Commis- 
Booen  of  yonn,  npon  the  iheasorea  which  must  neeeeaarily  be  Con- 
Mrtod  preyionaly  to  their  setting  off,  and  that  for  this  purpoee  will 
Attend  at  New  York  on  tho  26th  day  of  this  Month. 
I  am,  Rr,  wfA  mnoh  renpeot, 

yonr  Bzoelleneya  Host  Obedient  Servant* 
Hie  Exeellenqy  Oeorge  Glintoii,  Eiqniie,  President  State  of  New 
New  Yofk. 


FnA'8  HoPKimoir,  J.  A.,  to  CotnroiL,  1787. 

Oentlemen;  J 

.  I  bive  the  Honour  to  enclose  a  certified  Account  of  Tees  reomved 
i&  Bj  Office  in  the  Qoarter  ending  the  18th  Inatant,  and  to  reqn%t, 

*  9e0Col  Bee.,  YoL  XV.,  page  180. 
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as  nsnal,  your  Siaft  on  the  Treafoiy  for  £50  Advance  on  Aoooant 
of  Salaiy. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be, 

with  all  due  Beapecti 

Gentlemeny  Yoor  moat  obediont 
and  very  humble  aervant, 
FBA'S  HOPKINSON.* 
Philada.,  March  16%  1787. 


Account  of  Feea  received  by  the  HononraUe  Franoia  Hai»kii] 
SSaq'f  Judge  of  the  Gonrt  of  Admiralty  of  PennBylvank,  frnm  the 
thirteenth  Day  of  Deeemberi  1786^  to  the  fourteenth  of  March, 
1787. 

Costa. 
1786. 
December  16.^Silas  Talbott  vs.  Brigs  Achilles,  Pbtty  & 

Hibcmia. £15     8 

Writs  of  Survey. 

"    18 Brig  Aurora,  Bd ward  Bice,  Master,  from 

Cape  Francois 1  10 

1787. 

January  2. Sloop  Active,  John  Wilson,— suffer'd  by 

Ico  outward  bo' 1  10 

it      6 Brig  Devonabiro,  Wingate  Newman,  from 

Liverpool 1  10 

«    12 ^Ship  Ann,  James  Hamate — Londonderrv      1  10 

"        Sloop  Fanny,  Charles  B.  Finley — Fred- 

ericksburgh 1  10 

ti    23 Merchandise   consign'd  to' 

Henry     Hirsch,     landed 
fVom  Ship  Hannah^  An- 
drew Davis,  Mast'. 
Costa. 

''    25 Bobert  Beed^  et  al.  vs.  Sloop  Endeavour.      8 

Write  of  Survey. 

February  1 Brig  Favorite,  George  Lyon— Malaga....     1  10 

"     10 Ship  Liberty,  William  Frears— Cork  h 

St.  Ubes 1  10 

*<    16 Brig  Betsey,  Joseph  Vanoise,  for  liepoini      1   10 

Costs. 
March    13 Francis  A.  Bichette  vs.  Francb  Garroau      1 


from  Am- 
'  sterdam. 

1  10 


£37  18 

*  See  Col  Rec,  Vol.  XV„  v^^^  '^^^ 
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I  do  hereby  Certify  that  th^  above  is  a  trae  ft  foithfui  Aeooant  of 
all  Fees  reoeiyed  by  the  Honoarabte  the  Jodge  of  the  Admiimlty 
aforenamed  between  the  thirteenth  day  of  December  hut  past,  and 
this  Day.    Philadelphia,  Haroh  14%  1787. 

JAMBS  BEAD,  Rag'  of  s'  Conrt. 
Dinciedf 

Hia  Excellency  The  President  and  Hononrable  Supreme  Eiccn- 
tive  Conncil. 


Sir, 


Hon.  Abthub  St.  Claib  to  Oounoil,  1787. 

New  Tork|  Mareh  IQth^  1787. 


IlayiDff  seen  a  resolution  of  Conncil  requiring  all  ofEccra  who 
have  pnbiio  monies  in  their  hands  forthwith  to  pay  up  their  respco- 
tivc  Ballances ;  and  in  case  of  failare  that  they  be  displaced^  and 
the  Comptroler  proceed  against  them  for  the  recovery  of  them.  I 
fiod  myself  unfortunately  in  a  situation  to  be  included  in  the  num- 
ber of  those  who  may  be  considered  as  delinquent;  &  consequently  ex- 
posed to  the  operation  of  that  Resolution ;  &  to-morrow  is  the  utmost 
period  to  which  the  Comptroller  has  consented  to  extend  any  Delay. 
I  would  entreat  Council  to  consider  that  I  am  not  exactly  in  the 
same  situation  with  other  offieers  eonoerned  in  the  collection  of  the 
public  Revenue ;  with  those  the  monies  como  directly  into  their 
hands  without  any  Risque ;  with  me  they  do  not  from  the  manner 
in  which  the  Business  of  the  vendue  office  has  been  conducted, 
which  I  did  not  introduce^  and  have  not  been  able  to  remedy.  I 
am  obliged  to  give  credit,  not  only  for  the  State  Duties,  but  for  the 
value  of  the  property  disposed  of,  and  to  make  advances  of  my  own 
Monies  to  the  proprietors,  and  collect  it  again  sometimes  with  great 
loss,  always  at  a  risque,  and  at  a  very  heavy  Expenee.  That  the 
Reaiion  of  my  being  at  present  so  far  behind  is  the  large  out- 
standing Debts,  which,  with  all  the  Industry  that  could  be  used,  I 
bare  not  been  able  to  get  in.  That,  however,  I  do  expect  that  on 
the  Day  a  considerable  part  of  the  Ballance  will  be  paid  off.  That 
the  remedy  the  State  has  against  me  is  a  summary  one,  whereas 
against  my  Debtors,  when  obliged  to  bring  suits.  I  must  wait  all 
the  Delays  that  legal  forms  allow,  if  they  please  to  avail  themselves 
of  them ;  and  in  the  present  situation  of  Things,  there  are  few 
that  will  not  avail  themselves  of  them,  which  does  not  put  me  upon 
an  equal  footing.  That  the  consequence  of  a  suit  will  nrobably  be 
rain  to  me  and  my  family,  which  I  flatter  myself,  indeed  I  am  con- 
fident, it  would  give  pain  to  Council  to  bring  upon  any  Man  where 
there  waa  no  Crime.    I  bog  CoudcH  further  to  consider  iVxai  lo  t^t 
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from  being  a  luorative  offiooi  the  oitj  Yendne  hu  nereri  siooe  ft  has 
been  in  mj  bands,  maintained  my  Family,  and  that  for  soma  liaa 
pant  it  aotoallj  hiu  not  paid  the  expenoea.  I  peraoade  myaalf  it 
was  their  Intention  to  confer  a  fkvonr  when  they  appointed  mo  to 
the  office,  and  I  have  ever  cherished  the  moat  gratefal  sentiments ; 
but  at  this  moment  a  rigorous  eiaetkm  of  the  BalUnce  I  owe,  would 
convert  it  into  the  most  cruel  Injury  involving,  with  the  loaa  of 
Credit,  the  Destruction  of  a  large  Family,  the  principal  part  of 
whose  provision  has  been  swept  away  by  the  expences  that  attended 
the  station  I  held  in  the  prosecution  of  the  Revolution,  and  the 
depreciation  of  the  money.  I  entreat  Council  farther  to  consider 
that  the  State  runs  no  risque  of  finally  losing  the  Debt,  because  they 
have  ample  secnrity  for  a  mnoh  larger  Sum;  but  ahould  any 
Doubt  be  entertained  on  that  Head,  I  will  deposit  in  the  hands  of 
the  Comptroller  public  securities  to  a  much  greater  amount.  It  is 
peculiarly  unfortunate  that  at  this  time  I  am  confined  to  this  City; 
if  I  could  be  only  a  few  Days  at  Philad'a,  I  have  reason  to  believe 
I  could  accomplish  the  jpayment,  at  least  do  something  towards  it 
from  my  own  Funds,  which  I  certainly  would  tho'  at  a  great  loss. 
There  is,  however,  a  probability  that  I  shall  go  there — in  the  mean 
time  some  farther  indulgence  in  point  of  time  would  be  of  infinite 
Service,  and  I  have  to  request  Council  that  they  will  be  pleased  to 
give  Directions  to  the  Comptroler,  accordingly  which  will  be  most 
gratefully  acknowledged  by. 
Sir,  your  moat 

obdt.  Humble  Servt, 

AR.  ST.  CLAIR.* 


Rrsolutions  of  Congrbss,  1787. 

In  Congress,  March  Slst,  1787. 

Resolved,  That  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States  cannot  of 
right  pass  any  act  or  acta  for  interpreting,  explaining  or  constndng . 
a  national  treaty  or  any  part  or  clause  of  it;  nor  ror  restraining, 
limiting  or  in  any  manner  impeding,  retarding  or  counteracting  the 
operation  and  execution  of  the  same,  for  that  on  being  constitutionally 
made,  ratified  and  published,  they  become  in  virtue  of  the  confedera- 
tion part  of  the  law  of  the  land  and  not  only  independent  of  the 
will  and  power  of  such  Legislatures,  but  also  binding  and  obligatory 
on  them. 

Resolved,  That  all  such  acts  or  part  of  acts  as  may  be  now  exist- 
ing in  any  of  the  States  repugnant  to  the  Treaty  of  peace  ought  to 
be  forthwith  repealed;  as  well  to  prevent  their  continuing  to  operato 
as  Violations  of  that  Treaty  as  to  avoid  the  disagreeable  neceasity, 

*  Col.  Reo.  XV.,  p.  188, 184,  107.    P.  Wikoff  appointed  in  hia  plaosb 
Ocn'l St  Clair  baring  "  been  advanced  to  a  \i\g\i  aiuAvou  by  the  U.  8.'* 
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thers  night  otherwise  be  of  rabing  and  diaeusaing  ^ueitionB  toocih- 
iBg  tbeir  validity  aod  obKgation. 

Reaolvedj  That  it  be  reoonamendcd  to  the  several  States  to  ttate 
neh  repeal,  rather  by  deaoribiiig  than  re<ntiDg  the  said  aotSj  aUd  Tor 
thai  purpose  to  pass  an  aot  declaring  in  general  terms  that  alt  stich 
aets  and  part  of  aeta  repugnant  to  the  Treaty  of  peace  between  tbd 
United  States  and  his  Britannic  Majesty  or  any  article  thereofy  shall 
be  and  tbweby  are  repealed;  and  that  the  Courts  of  law  and  equity 
in  all  causes  or  questions  cognizable  by  them  respectivelv  and 
arising  from  or  touohlog  the  said  treaty,  shall  decide  and  adjudge 
aooording  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  same,  any  thing 
in  the  said  acts  or  parts  of  acts  to  the  contrary  thereof  in  any  wifitf 
notwithstanding. 

1787,  March  21aL    Besolntion  of  CSongress  recommending  the 
repeal  ot  all  Legislatiye  Acta  repngnanl  to  the  Treaty  of  Peace. 


Eesolutions  of  Congress,  1787. 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled, 

March,  28, 1787. 
On  the  report  of  a  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  reduc- 
tioDs  necessary  to  be  made  in  the  civil  list  department 

Whereas  the  present  deranged  condition  of  the  national  revenues, 
tpd  the  numerous  demands  on  the  federal  treasury,  are  not  only  con- 
uderations  of  the  most  serious  weight  and  importance,  but  justly 
operate  as  powerful  motives  in  favor  of  every  oeconomical  reform, 
which  can  with  safety  be  adopted  in  the  public  expenditures, 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  to  be  allotted  to  the  support  of  the 
boQMhold  of  the  president  of  Congress,  including  the  salaries  of  the 
itewsrd  and  private  secretary,  house  rent  and  all  other  ezpences, 
shall  not  exceed  a  sum  at  the  rate  of  eight  thousand  dollars 
tODQally. 

Resolved,  That  the  salaries  of  the  following  officers  be  reduced, 
uid  that  from  and  after  the  present  quarter. 

The  annual  salary  of  the  Secretary  of  Congress  bo  at  the  rate  of 
two  thousand  six  hundred  dollars. 

That  of  the  secretary  of  the  United  States  for  the  department  of 
foreign  affairs,  at  the  rate  of  three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

That  of  each  of  the  commissioners  of  the  board  of  treasury,  at 
the  rate  of  two  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

That  of  the  secretary  of  the  board  of  treasury,  at  the  rate  of 
fifteen  hundred  dollars. 

That  of  the  treasurer,  at  the  rate  of  twelve  hundiod  vn<i  i^\N 
MUrs. 
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That  of  tbe  oomptroller  of  tbe  freasary,  at  the  rate  d 
hundred  doUara. 

That  of  the  auditor,  at  the  rate  of  eight  hundred  dollan. 

That  of  the  deputy  secretary  of  CongresSi  at  the  rate  i 
hundred  dollars. 

That  of  the  deputy  secretary  of  foreign  affidrSi  at  the 
eieht  hundred  dollars. 

That  of  the  steward  of  the  president's  household^  at  tbfl 
three  hundred  dollars. 

That  of  the  private  secretary  of  president,  at  the  rate  c 
hundred  dollars 

And  that  of  the  geographer  at  the  rate  of  fifteen  hundreid 
for  such  time  as  he  may  be  actually  employed  in  the  publio 

Resolved,  That  the  services  and  duties  of  the  paymaster 
be,  and  hereby  are  united  with  those  of  the  commissioner  of  i 
counts,  and  that  the  said  commissioner^  alter  the  ez[Aratioi 
present  quarter,  be  allowed  in  full  for  his  services,  as  coma 
and  paymaster  general  a  salary  at  the  rate  of  twelve  hundi 
fifty  dollars  annually. 

Resolved,  That  in  no  case  after  the  expiration  of  the 
quarter,  there  be  allowed  to  any  person  employed  as  an  assu 
clerk  in  any  of  the  departments  under  Congress,  a  salary  ei 
the  rate  of  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  annually ;  and 
door-keeper  or  messenger,  except  those  of  Congress,  be 
more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  annually. 

Resolved,  That  from  and  after  the  present  quarter  tl 
annually  allowed  to  each  of  the  commissioners  of  the  con 
loan  office,  in  full  for  all  services  and  duties  which  are  or 
annexed  to  their  respective  offices,  and  also  in  full  for  off 
clerks  and  every  other  charge  except  that  of  stationary,  at  t 
of  the  following  sums  : 


For  New-Hampshire 
Massachusetts 
Rhode-Island 
Connecticut 
New-York 
New-Jersey 
Pcnusjlvania 
Delaware 
Maryland 
Virginia 
North-Carolina 
South-Carolina 
Georgia 


six  hundred  and  fifty  dolls 
fifteen  hundred  dollars, 
six  hundred  dollars, 
one  thousand  dollars, 
one  thousand  dollars, 
pcven  hundred  dollars, 
fift.en  hundred  dollars, 
six  hundred  dollars, 
one  thousand  dollars, 
fifteen  hundred  dollars, 
one  thousand  dollars, 
eight  hundred  dollars, 
six  hundred  dollars. 


Provided  that  in  those  cases  where,  in  the  judgment  of  tfa 
of  treasury^  the  public  interest  may  require  the  employment 
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or  mora  clerks  in  any  of  the  loan  oflSces  at  the  pnblfe  expence,  the 
1^  hoard  be  and  hereby  are  authorised  to  oontinoe  in  employ  Buch 
dork  or  clerks,  not  exceeding  the  term  of  three  months  after  the 
ezpiraUon  of  the  present  quarter. 

CHA.  THOMPSON. 

Sec'y.* 


S.  Ballibts  Obsekyations  on  the  LsniGH  Biveb,  1787. 

Ohserrations  on  the  Lehigh  River,  The  advantages  which  would 
result  to  the  City  of  Philada.,  the  Counties  of  Northumberland, 
Lusemei  Northampt  &o.,  from  the  Navigation  thereof,  A  Roads  to 
the  Susquehannah. 
Sir, 

The  River  Lehigh  discharges  itself  into  the  Delaware  at  Easton, 
&  is  by  Nature  Navigable  for  Boats  of  upwards  of  Twelve  Tun's 
Burden  in  Halfe  Freshes  some  distance  above  Northampton   Town 
about  Twenty  odd  miles  from  Baston,  and  Rafts  of  about  Nine  hun- 
dered  Feet  of  Lumber  come  down  from  the  Saw   mills  Near  the 
Broad  mountain,  between  Forty  &  Fifty  miles  from  the  Delaware 
along  the  course  of  the  River.     I  supose  the  distance  from  the  Dela- 
ware to  the  mouth  of  the  Quakake  along  the  Course  of  the  Lehigh  to 
be  about  Sixty  miles.     This  is  at  the  edge  of  the  Great  pine  Swamp 
where  the  State  High  way  laid  out  from  the  Oap  of  the  mountain  to 
Wyoming  Crosses  this  River,  about  Eighty  four  miles  from  the  city, 
Twenty-five  from  Wyoming  &  about  Twenty  from  the  Nescopeck  falls 
of  the  Snsquebanali,  Where  a  good  Road  may  be  made  with  very 
small  expence  Considering  the  great  advantage  of  Bringing  the  Pro- 
dace  from  the  Hoads  of  the  East  &  West  Branches  of  the  Susquo- 
h&nih  to  this  City  with  Twenty  miles  Land  Carriage  only.     A  sum 
of  about  Two  Thousand  Eight  Hundred  Pounds  would  be  sufficient 
to  Clear  Ibe  Lehigh  of  every  obetmction  so  as  to  make  the  Naviga- 
tkm  Bafe  for  Boats  A  Rafts  near  Two  Thirds  of  the  Season.    The 
ra«  of  money    Now    appropriated    towards   making    the   Road 
to  Wyoming,  would  make  a  good  Waggon    Road  to  the  Gap  of 
Qo&kake  Hill  &  a  Slay  Road  from  thence  to  Wyoming.     I  suppose 
^hi  Two  Hundred  or  Two  Hundred  &  Fifty  pounds  would  make  a 
very  Good  Read  from  the  Quakake  Hill  to  Nescopeck  falls,  which 
vooM  be  the  Carrying  Place  for  Both  Branches  of  the  Susquehacah. 
If  the  Navigation  of  Lehigh  &  the  Roads  to  the  Susquehanah  were 
^08  Improved  I  should  be  Warranted  to  say  that  the  Produce  even 
from  the  west  Branch  of  the  Susauehanah  might  be  Bro't  to  Philad. 
25  ^et.  Cheajper  than  by  any  other  route.     Consequently  the  Far- 
n>en  would  find  it  their  advantage  to  bring  Their  Produce  to  this 
City  in  preference  to  Baltimore  or  any  other  market  whatsoever,  & 
^p  up  that  intercourse  between  the  Farmers  of  Pennsylvania  &  the 

*  See  Col.  Bee,,  Vol  XV.,  p.  192. 
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merchants  of  Philada.  which  is  so  esential  To  a  Trading  yCountrv 
like  our's.  Much  might  be  said  on  the  advantages  of  Farming  with 
Oxen  instead  of  Horses,  which  Change  only  can  be  effected  bj  Im* 
proved  Inland  Navigation.  If  the  State  would  lay  ont  a  sum  of 
Three  or  Four  Thousand  Pounds  ^  anm.  which  would  be  a  Tax  of 
about  a  Shilling  on  each  Taxable  Inhabitant,  in  a  few  years  the 
Delaware,  Lehigh  &  Schuylkill  Rivers  &  the  Road  to  the  westward 
might  be  Improved  in  such  a  manner  That  the  produce  from  the 
most  Remotest  parts  of  the  Stat«  (Particularly  that  Improving  pari 
Between  the  East  &  West  Branches  of  the  Susquehanah)  might  bo 
brought  to  this  market  with  the  greatest  ease  and  much  IfiM  espenoe 
than  the  present  mode. 

I  have  made  the  above  observation  from  my  own  Knowledge  & 
Experience  of  the  Facts  stated  &  should  not  hesitate  one  moment  to 
enter  into  Contract  to  Clear  the  River  Lehigh  &  make  the  Road 
before  mentioned  for  the  Estimated  sums. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

your  Bxcellen<nr^s 
most  obedt  Hble.  8ervt  * 

STEPHEN  BALLIET.* 
Directed, 

His  Exoellenoy,  Benjn.  Franklin  Esqr.  , 
Indorsedf 

March  1787. 


SscT.  OF  Congress  to  Pres.  Franklik,  1787. 

Office  of  Secretary  of  CongreaSi 

March  8lBt»  1787. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  your  Exoellenov  herewith  en- 
closed  an  act  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  panad  the 
23d,  for  reducing  the  publio  expenditure,  and  a  state  of  the  repie* 
sentationf  for  the  present  month,  and  am, 
with  the  greatest  respect, 
your  Excellency's,  most  obedient, 

&  most  Humble  servant, 

CHA  THOMSON. 
Directed, 
His  Excellency  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 

♦  See  pp.  188,  135,  and  Col.  Roo.,  XV.  p.,  196. 
f  6  States  were  represented  on  8  days, 
7     <c  «f  2  ** 

g       c«  u  3  <l 

9     «  <«  0  « 

PennsjrIvamB  was  represented   every  day,  Messrs    St  Clair,  Irwine, 
Meredith  and  Bingham  were  the  repT«8enial\^e«. 
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TlHOTHT  PiCKSRIHO  TO   GkBT.   MUHLBNBnG,   1787.— RoAB 

TO  WYoiiura. 

Philadelphia,  April  6, 1787. 
DearSir^ 

The  iLnemblj  having  granted  £150  for  the  purpose  of  opening  a 
n»d  from  the  mouth  of  Neecopeok  Greek  to  the  Lehish  (a  dlBtance 
of  about  three  &  twenty  miles,)  two  persons  will  undertake  to  per- 
form the  work/  if  that  sum  ean  be  appropriated  to  that  use.  They 
proposed  netting  aii  additional  sum  by  subsoriptioUi  to  bo'Called  for 
if  the  pubTio  grant  proved  inadequate.  But  this  seemed  a  beginning 
tt  the  wrong  end;  and  afler  a  full  oonsideratlon  of  the  matter^  I 
proposed  the  foHowing  plan  of  prooeedure  via. 

That  applioation  should  be  made  to  Council  to  appoint  Evan 
Owen  a  ^commissioner  to  eiplore,  survey,  &  mark  the  best  route  for 
tbe  road— and  that  Jacob  Weiss  should  contract  to  open  it,  so  as  to 
reader  it  fit  for  the  passing  of  Waggons  carrying  a  ton  weight 

This  proposal  I  made  on  this  principle — That  persons  deeply 
interested  in  having  the  shortest  and  best  road  cut,  would  be  the 
fittest  to  be  employed  to  execute  the  work. 

Mr.  Owen  is  an  intelligent  mian,  and  (I  find  on  enqairy)  a  man  in 
whom  the  public  may  repose  great  confidence.  He  owns  a  tract  of 
land  opposite  the  mouth  of  Nescopeck,  which  he  has  laid  out  into 
loto  for  a  town,  and  has  no  intermediate  interest.  He,  therefore 
ponoin^  his  own  interest  will  seek  the  shortest  &  best  route;  and 
is  BO  solicitous  to  have  the  work  done,  that  he  has  consented  to 
Qodertake  the  trust ;  and  as  the  public  grant  will  probably  be  in- 
laffident  for  opening  a  good  road,  he  will  perform  the  duty  of  Com- 
nimoner  k  Surveyor ,  gratU  ;  the  public  only  furnishing,  out  of  the 
^150  granted,  provisions  and  paying  the  hands  necessary  to  be 
employed  as  chain  carriers  and  markers,  this  service  of  his  to  come 
ID  place  of  the  sum  he  would  otherwise  subscribe  to  the  work. 

Hr.  Weiss  has  an  interest  near  the  hither  end  of  the  proposed 
rau];  and  is  equally  anxious  to  have  it  opened.  He  will  contract  to 
<ioi^  for  the  remainder  of  the  X150,  trusting  to  obtain  bv  sub- 
Mriptions  what  shall  be  requisite  to  complete  the  road,  if  that 
remainder  should  be  insufficient 

Mr  Owen  will  explore  &  Survey/  the  road,  &  return  a  plan  of  it  to 
Council,  by  the  last  of  this  month ;  and  if  the  Council  approve  of  it, 
Mr.  Weiss  will  open  it  without  delay ;  and  he  thinks  he  can  com* 
plete  it  by  midsummer ;  provided  he  can  begin  to  work  early  in  May 
sid  is  famished  with  a  part  of  the  money  to  lay  in  provisions  Ae. 
I  ooofess  that  I  oannot  conceive  of  a  more  eligibe  mode  of  exe- 
eutang  this  business;  and  I  hope  it  may  be  agreeable  to  Council 
Tis  an  object  of  great  importance.  At  present  the  only  way  in  which 
any  nfloeasary  goods  ean  be  transported  to  the  county  of  LaMm^i  \i 

*Se0Cal  JSec,  VaL  XV.,  p.  196.^Alao  pages  182,  )S5  ol  \hva. 
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bj  land  from  Philadelphia  to  Middletown  98  miles,  or  to  Harrisbaii 
upwards  of  a  hundred  miles ;  and  then  hy  boats  up  the  Sosqndlianal 
aboat  120  miles  to  Wyoming.  This  dreaitoos  roate  is  so  ezpensin 
as  to  forbid  the  attempt  to  bring  any  produce  form  Wyoming  to 
this  city. 

I  trust  this  matter  will  appear  to  yon  deserving  of  the  immediate 
attention  of  Council ;  and  that  the  necessity  of  the  meaanrci  and  the 
ease  and  certainty  with  which,  in  the  the  way  above  proposedi  it 
may  be  ezecuted|  will  be  motives  sufficient  to  induce  Coanoil  to 
adopt  it  if  it  be  pauiMe  to  furnish  the  fnan^,  and  I  hope  the  oiroom* 
stances  of  this  case  may  warrant  an  eztraoidmary  exertion. 

I  feel  the  greater  solicitude  on  this  subject,  because  I  fear  a  direct 
road  to  Wyoming,  Tfor  which  the  Assembly  mnted  £800)  cannot 
soon  be  opened.  The  sum  being  double  what  is  granted  for  the 
other  road,  cannot  so  conveniently  be  qpared ;  and  perhaps  it  will 
be  proper  to  have  another  ezaminatioa  of  the  country  before  the 
route  is  fixed.  When  last  at  Wyoming  I  had  good  information  that 
a  road  misht  be  opened  from  thence  to  this  city,  without  ascending 
or  descending  a  single  mountain;  and  that  the  part  of  it  which 
would  cross  the  Great  Swamp  would  be  easly  made  good ;  and  yet 
that  the  distance  would  not  probably  exceed  110  or  115  miles. 

I  wished  to  have  conversed  with  you  on  this  business,  ft  called 
this  evening  at  your  house ;  but  you  were  not  at  home.  If  I  could 
learn  the  opinion  of  Council  upon  it,  before  I  set  off  for  Wyoming, 
it  would  give  me  great  pleasure  ft  therefore  I  pray  you  to  introduce 
it  to-morrow  morning. 

I  am  respectfully  sir, 

your  moat  obedt  Servt. 

T.  PICKBRINQ. 

General  Muhlenberg. 


Extract— Letteb  Ad'w  Ellioott  to  V.  P.,  Bidbls— 

NORTHERK  SOUNDART,  1787. 

Baltimore,  April,  6th  1787. 
Sir, 

I  have  arranged  mv  affairs  in  this  state,  and  intend  setting  o«l 
for  Philadelphia  on  the  last  of  this  month  to  assist  in  making  anefa 

E reparations  as  may  be  thought  necessary  to  compleat  the  northem 
oundary  this  ensuing  summer.  In  the  mean  time  it  may  bo  advi- 
seable  for  Mr.  William  Armstrong*  to  procure  the  paok-Horses  tlist 
may  be  wanting,  and  make  the  other  preparations  for  conveying  ooi 

♦  See  CoL  Rec.,  XV.,  ^.  \W. 
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J  Ao»9  to  Middklown.  Vtom  thai  Q«Dtleaitii'f  MMrtkmi 
kii  MMOOy,  I  am  indooed  to  pkoe  mnoli  ooofidenoe  in  him  thia— *-^ 
Tka  SaMOft  Chiab  wlio  attend  on  behalf  of  their  naUon,  will  expect 
too  liled-Qiiiiay  I  remember  apeaking  to  joa  on  thia  aobjeot  laat 

I  am  Sir 

Toor  HVl  Senr't, 

AND'W  ELLICOTT.* 

Te  HoD'Ue  Oharlea  Biddle,  BMir.,  Phihdelphia. 

FaTomed  bj    ) 
Mr.  8.  Preaton,  j 


Timothy  Pickering  to  Gb^t.  MuniENSBRG,  1787. 

Philadelphia,  April  7, 1787. 
Bear  Sir, 

SJDee  I  saw  joa  this  aflernooD,  I  have  oonsalted  with  Core  Deni- 
80D  OQ  the  subject  of  a  road  to  Wyomingi  and  we  are  clearly  of 
opinion  that  it  will  not  be  expedient  to  open  one  until  the  country 
is  fiirther  explored.     We  have  such  information  as  to  induce  ua  to 
belieye  that  a  road  may  be  cut  from  the  Water  Gkp  of  Lehigh  to 
Wilkesbtrre,  without  ascendiDg  or  descending  a  single  mountain ; 
there  being  very  practicable  gaps  in  all  the  mountains  which  inter- 
vene ;  and  the  taking  the  advantage  of  those  gaps,  it  appears  to  us, 
will  not  materially  increase  the  length  of  the  road ;  or  whatever 
|b&t  increase    may  be,  the  greater  facility  of  making  &  travell- 
ing the  road,  will  more  than   counterbalance  the  greater  length. 
On  Mr.  Balliotsf  route  several  bad  mountains  appear;    &  he 
puies  them  by  many  defaun^  or  iigsag  directions;  and  the  miJ^ing 
n  such   places  a  tolerable  was^n  road,  will  ocoamon  a  great 
expense;  and  tis  an  expense  which  will  never  have  an  end;  for 
Kiefa  steep  roads  are  generally  in  bad  condition,  because  every  neat 
run  will  destroy  what  much  labour  has  effected ;  and  however  well 
repaired,  still  the  toil  of  norses  &  cattle  in  passing  them  is  severe 
ind  peipetual.    Whereas  a  road  thro'  a  swamp  or  morass,  when 
ODee  weU  made,  wDl  last  an  age,  and  is  passed  with  loaded  teams 
with  perfect  eaae.     But  what  is  called  the  Great  Swamp  is  generally 
kard  ground ;  and  all  the  mirv  parts  on  the  present  route,  (being 
what  is  called  Sullivan's  road,;  which  is  by  no  means  deemed  an 
eligible  one  would  not  together  exceed  two  miles.     This  is  the  opin- 
ion of  a  man  who  has  passed  it  a  hundred  times.     Can  it  admit  of  a 

♦  See  Col.  Bee.,  Vel  XV.,  p.  190. 
/  SeepMgee  IS  I,  183. 


136  PENNSTI#YANIA  ABOHIVES  178T. 

qneation  which  is  most  expedient  to  make  ft  two  or  fcntf  mile  roe 
over  ft  moontaiD,  ft  be  subjeot  to  toil  up  ft  down  it  fore?er— or  i 
the  first  instance  to  make  ft  canae-way  two  miles  long  T  We  ther^i 
hope  that  no  more  money  may  be  expended  on  the  road  marked  b 
Mr.  Balliot,  until  on  a  further  examination,  it  shall  appear  that  noi 
better  can  be  found.  When  we  are  at  Wyoming,  we  will  endea?oc 
to  get  farther  information,  and  if  possible,  to  engage  proper  persoi 
to  explore  a  new  route.  On  my  return  from  thencci  I  will  give  yc 
whatever  information  we  shall  obtain. 

Our  solicitude  on  this  subject  arises  from  our  sense  of  the  impo 
taooe  of  choosing  the  beii  route;  betense  when  onoe  chosen  ft  mnc 
money  shall  have  been  expended  upon  it,  it  will  not  be  easy  to  alU 
it :  a  permanent  improvement  of  such  consequence,  it  would  seen 
should  not  be  begun  without  a  thorough  examination. 

In  the  mean  time,  it  would  be  a  matter  of  regret,  if  so  fair  an  0| 
portunity,  as  that  suggested  in  my  former  letter  of  making  the  roa 
to  Nescopeck,  could  not  be  embraced. 
I  am  dear  Sir, 

your  most  obed't  servant, 

T.  PICKERING. 
Directed, 

(General  Muhlenberg.* 


Petition  to  Counoil — Rbcordinq  Deeds,  178T. 

To  The  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsjlvimi 
Gentlemen, 

A  Desire  of  communicating  to  your  Honors,  such  Informationj^a 
we  conceive  would  be  of  Utility  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  City  I 
County;  induces  us  to  inform  your  Honors,  that  we  are  oonvinced  i 
would  be  a  great  Convenience  to  them  if  they  could  have  their  Deedi 
Mortgages  &c.,  acknowledged  in  the  Recorders  Office  where  the; 
must  necessarily  be  lodged  before  they  are  recorded ;  This  howeve 
salutary,  cannot  be  done,  untill  the  ReccAder  Mathew  Irwin,  Baq.,' 
is  vested  with  Powers  from  your  Honors :  and  as  his  Condnot  ii 
Office  has  given  the  greatest  Satis&otion  to  the  Citixens  at  large 

*  He  resigned  as  Commissioner  of  Claims  in  LoienieCo.,  May  17. — Si 
Col.  Eec,  XV.,  p.  214. 
t  See  CoL  Reo.,  VoL  XV.,  p.  192. 


FBKNSTLVANIA  AIICHIVB3  1787i 


187 


We  tike  the  liberty  of  requestiog  yoar  Hooon  to  grant  him.  a 
CoBBurion  of  the  Pleas. 
We  are  (Qentlemen) 

most  Respectfully  your 

Honor's  most  Ob't  H'Ue  Senr'tSy 


April  7th,  1787. 


Wm.  Tumbully 
Dayid  McCalloughj 
Blair  HcCenachaDi 
Robt  Paisley, 
Joseph  Carson, 
John  Danlap, 
John  Taylor, 


Patk.  Moore, 
Robert  Gray, 
Charles  Risk, 
Rob't  Bridges, 
Jno.  Mifflin, 
Jos.  Mifflin. 


John  Armstronq,  Jr.,  to  Pres.  Franklin,  1787. 

Sir, 

Tonr  Ezoellency  A  Council  will  be  pleased  to  accept  my  most 
Kspeetfal  acknowledgments  for  the  indulgence  granted  me  by  their 
Vote  of  this  Morning.  As  pecuniary  considerations  have  at  no 
time  entered  into  my  motives  to  public  action,  I  must  beg  leave  to 
iDfonn  the  board  that  should  I  go  to  Congress  I  shall  feel  myself 
obli^  to  apply  the  Sallery  given  me  as  Secretary,  agreeably  to  its 
original  intention,  &  of  course  to  employ  such  additional  Assistant 
is  will  prevent  any  neglect  in  the  execution  of  the  duty  of  that 
tppdntment. 

I  am,  Sir, 

With  the  greatest  respect, 
Your  most  obedient 

k  very  humble  servant, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG,  Jr.* 
10th  April,  1787.    Philadelphia. 
His  Ezecllency,  the  Prcsideot. 

*  He  wts  a]ipointed  member  of  Congress — and  Conneil  granted  him  the 
FiTQtge  of  attending  to  It,  Ap.  10.    Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  196. 
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Land  Officers  to  Council.    Virqinu  Titlss,  1787* 

PhUada.,  April  ISth,  1787. 

We  beg  leave  to  repreflent  to  your  honorable  Board  that  a  certain 
Samuel  Riddle  and  Joha  Hill^  both  of  Fallowfield  Township,  in  the 
County  of  Washington,  did  on  the  10th  Instant,  produce  to  us  by 
way  of  information,  two  Patents  for  Lands  lying  in  the  Countj 
aforesaid  J  in  this  State,  granted  by  the  Commonwealth  of  Yirginiaj 
as  follows,  Yis.y  one  Patent  to  Yincent  Calvin  for  684  Acres  in  the 
County  of  Ohio,  rformerly  Yohoflnnia)  dated  4th  December,  1786, 
for  which  he  paid  to  the  said  Commonwealth  the  Sum  of  Three 
pounds  58.  Sterlg.,  with  the  fees  of  Office — signed  Edmund  Ran- 
dolph &  indorsed  ''  Examined  &  Recorded,''  k  countersigned  bj 
John  Haryie,  Register  Land  Office. 

One  other  Patent  to  Yinson  Colvin  for  290}  Acres  situate  as 
above,  consideration  One  pound  10s.  Sterling,  with  fees  of  Office, 
dated  March  8th,  1785,  Signed  Patrick  Henry,  and  indorsed  and 
countersigned  as  above. 

As  it  appears  to  us  highly  improper  that  the  Commonwealth  oi 
Yirginia  should  grant  Lands  acknowledgedly  within  the  Limits  d 
this  Government  to  our  own  Citiaens,  more  especially  when  we  reflecl 
that  this  State  and  the  said  Commonwealth  by  their  Commiasionen 
respectively  i^pointed  for  the  purpose,  had  mutually  concluded  and 
signed  an  agreement,  which  was  afterwards  confirmed  by  Acta  d 
the  Legislatures  of  both  States,  in  which  agreement  are  the  followini 
remarkable  words,  "  On  conation  that  the  private  property  and 
''  rights  of  all  persons  acquired  under,  founded  on,  or  reoogniied  bj 
<<  the  Laws  of  either  Country,  previous  to  the  date  hereof,  be  saved 
^'  &  confirmed  to  them,  altho'  they  should  be  found  to  fall  withii] 
'<  the  other,  and  that  in  the  decision  .of  disputes  thereon,  preference 
''  shall  be  given  to  the  elder  or  prior  Right,  which  over  of  the  said 
"  States  the  same  shall  have  been  acquired  under,  such  persons 
<<  paying,  within  whose  boundary  their  Lands  shall  be  included,  the 
<<  same  purchase  or  Consideration  Money  which  would  have  been 
''  due  from  them  to  the  State,  under  which  they  claimed  the  right, 
''  &  where  any  such  purchase  or  consideration  money  hath  since  the 
'^  Declaration  of  American  Independence  been  received  by  either  State 
''  for  Lands,  which  according  to  the  before  recited  agreement  shall 
"  fall  within  the  Territory  of  the  other,  the  same  shall  be  reciprooallj 
**  refunded  &  repaid"  And  it  appearing  to  us  extremely  i^jo^ 
rious  to  the  Revenues  of  this  Commonwealth  as  well  as  a  peculiai 
hardship  to  many  of  her  Citizens  that  the  Consideration  money  fin 
these  Lands  should  be  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  another  State  in- 
stead of  our  own,  in  direct  violation  of  the  foregoing  agreement,  we 
have   therefore  considered  it  our  duty  to  lay  this  short  detail  oi 
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htk  hdom  joa,  in  order  thai  Goimal  may  take  raoh  itept  in  the 
fiimiaw  M  to  tlmr  wbdom  shall  aeem  meet 
We  have  the  Honor  to  be, 
Yow  moit  obedient 

&  Tery  Hnmble  Senrantai 

JNO.  LUKBN8, 
DAVID  KBNNEDT, 
FRA8.  JOHNSTON. 

It  hM  freqoentlj  happened  that  111  diapoaad  penona  have  made 
diBMran  to  the  Gk>Temment  of  Virgniay  aUedging  that  Pbnaj'a  were 
dimtittg  from  the  Gomt>aet,  it  haa  upon  Enqoiry  proved  ever  other- 
win ;  tut  it  ia  BOW  known  to  thia  Oovemment  thai  Oontrary  to 
CoapMt^  people  even  Beat  of  the  Territory^  lately  eeded  to  Penna. 
iy  Tir.y  Faienta  have  been  granted  by  Vir.,  that  when  theae  lltlea 
eoMt  to  be  diapnted,  the  Claimanto  nnder  these  Titlea  will  probably 
■ike  Oomplamt  to  Tir. ;  thia  Intimation  to  Y ir.  will  prevent  rnwasi- 
MM  in  that  Oovemment*  In  some  of  those  Deeds  the  Land  ia  aaid 
(oa  the  &oe  of  the  Deed)  to  be  in  Ohio  Gonnty  (formerly  Yongha.) 
vhieh  provea  that  Yirsa.  has  been  imposed  on ;  for  thoee  lands  are 
lot  in  that  part  of  Yon^nagany  Ooon^i  whioh  was  afterwards 
unezsd  to  Ohio  County  m  Virga.,  but  in  that  part  of  Yougha  Oy. 
»Ueh  is  in  Penna.,  Washington  County.  By  this  oonduet  Penna. 
koses  the  oflioera  fee,  whioh  is  part  of  the  Revenue  of  the  Stato,  nor 
it  Yirga.  bound  to  pay  to  Penna.  any  Monies  Reoeived  as  purohase 
Nonejy  af^  the  Compact  was  Comfirmed  by  Law. 
hdonedj  Notes  on  the  Land  Officers  report.* 


John  Nicholson,  Com'r,  to  Prbs.  Franklin,  1787. — 

Mud  Island. 
Sir, 

I  beff  leave  to  Report  that  agreeable  to  the  directions  of  the 
Hooorable  The  GouDoil,  I  have  agreed  that  the  land  at  Billings' 

S>rt  shsll  be  held  and  enjoyed  by  Anthony  Dougherty  and  Thomas 
ewit,  jointly  en  a  lease  for  seven  yean,  and  they  are  to  have  the 
tte  of  buildings  and  rails  that  are  now  there }  they  on  their  parts 
igree  to  pay  the  Taxes  accruing  within  that  period  and  to  pay  for 
thii  jear  the  sum  of  two  pounds  five  shillings,  and  for  the  next  six 
jeui  the  annual  rent  of  four  pound  ten.  At  the  end  of  their  lease 
to  leave  1000  Cedar  ndls  on  the  place  more  than  are  now  there,  to 
tih  eare  of  the  Military  Storea  and  public  buildiogs  that  are  there, 
that  the  same  be  preserved  and  to  deliver  it  up  at  any  time  thia 
Commonwealth  may  desire,  it,  they  receiving  such  compensation 

*  The  above  paragraph  appears  to  be  the  remarks  of  some  indiTidnal  on 
t^  pneading  letter,  there  ia  no  sigimtare  to  it,  and  is  written  on  a  ae^tiAa 
>b««t,  aad  in  a  different  hand. 


140  PENNSYLVANIA  AKCHIVKS  1787. 

for  their  losses  thereby,  as  three  jodioious  and  iadifferent  nen  mmj 
agree  to  allow  them,  and  each  of  them  to  give  good  seoarity  fior  tlM 
performance  of  their  covenants. 

There  have  also  been  proposals  made  to  me  by  sundry  personsy 
who  wish  to  take  Mud  Island,  but  not  being  empowered  to  make 
any  agreement  therefor  ,1  think  it  my  duty  to  state  them. 

John  JtmcM  proposes  good  security  to  keep  the  banks  np,  he  to 
receive  £76,  at  present  to  repair  them  and  to  enjoy  the  profits 
thereof,  afterwards  for  seven,  eight  or  ten  years,  and  to  take  care  of 
the  property  of  the  state  there  intrusted  to  him,  and  to  deliver  it  up 
at  the  end  of  his  lease  in  good  order. 

John  Rioker,  who  is  recommended  as  an  honest  indnstrions  man, 
by  those  in  whose  employ  he  hath  been,  proposes  to  take  it  for  five 
years,  he  to  enjoy  all  the  profits  thereof,  and  to  receive  XSO  for  the 
present  year,  and  £10  every  year  afterwards,  to  deliver  it  up  at  the 
expiration  of  s'  term  in  good  order;  and  Wm.  Elijah  Weed  will 
become  his  security  so  far  that  the  £80  now  to  be  paid  him  shall  all 
be  applied  to  Repairing  the  banks  ]  and 

Lewis  Rue  also  warmly  recommended,  proposes  to  take  it  for  five 
or  seven  years,  and  to  pay  100  dollars  annual  rent  for  the  same,  ft 
to  deliver  it  up  at  the  expiration  of  the  term,  with  the  banks  in  good 
repair,  to  take  care  of  the  public  stores  there  committed  to  his  ears. 
He  to  receive  £100  the  present  year  to  repair  the  banks  to  be  paid 
him  as  the  same  may  be  want^  therefor,  to  be  acoouutable  that 
the  whole  shall  be  applied  to  repair  sd.  Banks  this  year ;  and  if 
they  should  not  cost  so  much,  to  return  the  overplus.  To  be 
allowed  the  common  use  of  the  wharf  on  State  Island  to  the  Road 
for  going  and  returning  to  Mud  Island,  and  to  give  good  freehold 
security,  (John  Tayhr^  viz. :)  for  the  faithful  performance  of  his 
part  of  The  Covenant. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  high  respect,  your 

Excelly's  Obdt.  Servt., 

Ap'l  14th,  1787.  JNO.  NICHOLSON.* 

DxrecUdy 

His  Ezoellency,  Benjamin  Franklin,  Esq.,  Pros,  in  Council. 


Extract — And'w  Ellicott  to  V.  P.  Siddls,  1787. 

Baltimore,  April  IGth,  1787. 
Bear  Sir, 

This  day  two  weeks  I  shall  set  out  for  Philadelphia  to  attend  ov 
the  northern  boundary,  and  do  think  it  highly  necessary  that  everj 
thing  should  be  done  by  the  commissary  that  we  may  bo  enabled  t< 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  198. 
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Bet  oQt  for  Middle  Town  bj  the  7th  day  of  May  next.  I  hate 
procured  Horses  for  myself,  in  consequenoe  of  which  I  have  been 
under  the  nessessaty  of  drawing  upon  Mr.  Rittenhouse  for  the  sam 
of  aiztj  pounds,  which  I  desire  you  would  instruct  him  to  pay ;  the 
dnnght  is  at  sixteen  days  sight,  and  therefore  not  payable  ^till 
after  I  shall  hare  the  pleasure  of  seeing  yon  in  Philadelphia. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  Hbl.  Bervt., 

ANDW.  ELLIOOTT.* 

Hod.  Charles  Biddle,  Esq.,  Philadelphia. 


Resolutions  of  GokqrbsSi  1787. 

Bj  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled, 

April  21st,  1787. 

Oq  a  report  of  the  board  of  treasury,  to  whom  it  was  referred  to 
report  a  plan  for  selling,  for  public  securities,  the  townships  surveyed 
in  the  western  territory. 

Resolved,  That  after  the  secretary  at  war  shall  have  drawn  for 
tke  proportionate  quantity  of  the  lands  already  surveyed,  which  were 
tmgned  to  the  late  army,  agreeably  to  the  ordinance  of  20th  May, 
1785,  the  remainder  shall  be  advertised  for  sale  in  one  of  the  news- 
lapers  at  least  of  each  of  the  states,  and  at  the  expiration  of  five 
months  from  this  day,  the  sale  of  the  land  shall  commence  in  the 
place  where  Congress  shall  sit,  and  continue  from  day  to  day  until 
the  same  shall  bo  disposed  of;  provided  that  none  of  the  lands  shall 
be  sold  at  a  less  price  than  one  dollar  per  acre,  and  that  the  sale 
Ehall  be  made  agreeably  to  the  mode  pointed  out  by  the  ordinance 
afurenid. 

Uesolved,  That  one-third  of  the  purchase-money  shall  be  imme- 
diately paid  in  any  of  the  public  securities  of  the  United  States,  to 
the  treasurer  of  the  said  states,  and  that  the  remaining  two-thirds 
bhall  be  paid  in  like  manner  in  three  months  after  the  date  of  the 
Bale,  OD  which  payment  (a  certificate  thereof  being  p  rcviously  fur- 
nished by  the  treasurer  to  the  board  of  treasury)  titles  to  the  lands 
(shall  be  given  to  the  purchasers  by  the  board  of  treasury,  agreeably 
to  the  terms  prescribed  by  the  said  ordinance ;  provided  that  if  the 
second  payment  shall  not  be  made  in  three  months,  as  aforesaid,  the 
firbt  payment  shall  be  forfeited,  and  the  land  shall  again  be  exposed 
tosaile. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  treasury  take  the  necessary  measures 
for  carrjiDg  the  aforesaid  resolutions  into  effect,  and  also  for  exhibit- 
ing the  surveys  of  the  lands. 

CHA.  THOMSON, 

*8e§Cid.  Sec,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  202. 
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Resolution  of  Gongrsss,  1787. 

By  the  United  States  in  C<»gres8  assembled. 

April  2l8t,  1787 

On  the  report  of  a  oommittee  to  whom  was  referred  a  report  of 
board  of  treasury  on  certain  proposals  for  coining  copper. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  treasury  be,  and  they  are  her 
authorised  to  contract  for  three  hundred  tons  of  copper  coin,  of 
federal  standard,  agreeably  to  the  proposition  of  Mr.  James  Jan 
provided  that  the  premium  to  be  allowed  to  the  United  States  on 
amount  of  copper  coin  contracted  for,  be  not  le^s  than  fifteen 
cent,  that  it  be  coined  at  the  expence  of  the  contractor,  but  un 
the  inspection  of  an  officer  appointed  and  paid  by  the  Uni 
States. 

That  the  obligations  to  be  given  for  the  payment  of  the  oop 
coin  to  be  delivered  under  such  contract,  be  redeemable  wit 
twenty  years  after  the  date  thereof,  that  they  bear  an  interest 
exceeding  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  that  the  principal  i 
interest  accruing  thereon  be  payable  within  the  United  States.  T 
the  whole  of  the  aforesaid  loan  shall  be  sacredly  appropriated  i 
applied  to  the  reduction  of  the  domestic  debt,  of  the  United  Sta 
and  the  premium  thereon  towards  the  payment  of  the  intcreat 
the  foreign  debt. 

CHA.  THOMSON, 
Scot*! 


Resolution  op  Congress,  1787. 

By  The  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled. 

April  23',  1787 

Resolved — ^That  the  privilege  of  sending  and  receiving  letters ; 

packets  free  of  postage,  be  extended  to  the  Members  of  the  Conv 

tion  to  bo  hold  in  Philadelphia  on  the  second  Monday  in  May  m 

in  the  same  manner  as  is  allowed  to  the  Members  of  Congress. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Soo'y 


John  NicnoLsoN  to  Pres.  Franklin,  1787- 

Sir, 

I  beg  leave  to  Report,  that  According  to  The  Terms  of  The  Lc 

of  Mud  Island  to  Lewis  Rue,  the  sum  of  One  hundred  pounds 

to  be  Advanced  for  putting  the  same  in  good  repair  at  present,  j 

A3  several  obargca  respecting  the  aamo  \iaN«  b^iv  already  incux 
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by  nid  Roe,  and  the  farther  proeecntion  of  the  i*  work  is  to  be  imme- 
diatelj  gone  into  by  him,  I  pray  that  the  sam  of  fifty  pounds  in  part 
of  aud  Mini  may  bo  adranced  to  Lewis  &ue  aforesaid^  on  that  accoant. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be^ 
with  High  respeot,  Sir^ 

your  Excelly's  Obed,  servant, 

JN-  NICHOLSON.* 
CoBpt  Qen^  Offioe,  April  25;  1787. 
His  ExoolFy  Benjamin  Franklin,  Esquirei  President. 


Seo't  of  Congress  to  Paes.  Franklin,  1787. 

Circular. 
Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress, 

April  25%  1787. 
Sir, 

I  hive  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  your  Excellency  herewith 
enclosed,  sundry  resolutions  passed  since  my  last  by  the  United 
States  in  Congress  Assembled ;  One  empowering  the  Board  of  Trea- 
iorj  to  contract  for  the  coining  a  certain  quantity  of  Copper,  a 
Kcond  for  the  sale  of  the  Lands  already  Surveyed  in  the  Western 
Territory,  and  a  third  extending  the  privilege  of  sending  and  receiving 
Letters  and  packets  free  of  postagef  to  the  members  of  the  Convention 
to  be  held  nt^  Philadelphia  on  the  second  Monday  in  May  next. 
With  the  greatest  Respect, 
I  have  the  Honor  to  bo 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient 
and  Most  Humble  Servant, 

CHA.  THOMSON. 
Qifl  Excellency  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


John  Skinner  to  Pres.  Franklin,  1787. 

Shipponsburg,  2d  May,  1787. 
To  his  Excellency  the  governor  and  the  Executive  Council  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania.  May  it  Please  your  Honours,  to  take  the 
following  Lines  under  your  Consideration,  and  write  an  answer  by 
Mr.  Jqo.  Steinmetz  who  will  take  Care  and  send  it  to  me.  There 
^u  pirt  of  the  Road  Leading  from  Shippensburg  to  Clark's  Gap, 

*  Seepage  142. 
f  Seepage  142.  J  See  page  117. 
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w&B  Intended  to  be  altored  and  made  shorter  &  Better  ground  for 
the  State  Road|  &  it  was  not  marked  out  by  the  OommiBsioners 
when  on  the  ground,  and  now  the  Townships  of  Southamptoa, 
Lurgan  &  Lcttcreany,  lying  Between  my  Road  &  Shippenabnrg, 
llcfuses  to  Cut  and  clear  the  JEload  through  There  Townships^  with- 
out your  Direction  for  that  purpose.  I  pray  that  your  Honon  would 
be  Pleased  to  appoint  Mr.  Matthew  HendersoUy  Surveyor  of  Cum- 
berland County  a  lives  in  Shippcnsburg  to  assist  me  in  marking  the 
Lines  Through  tho  Three  Townships,  untill  it  ineeti  my  Bead  on 
this  side  of  the  mountain  for  which  your  Honors  will  {deaae  to  ^va 
the  supervisors  of  said  Three  Townships  a  strick  Charge  to  have  the 
State  Road  oppened  Through  their  Townships  the  way  that  the 
Surveyor  will  mark,  as  soon  as  Possible,  as  it  will  be  a  loss  to  the 
Public  should  it  not  be  opened.  I  am  goin^  on  with  the  Road  ai 
fast  as  possible,  and  has  it  half  Done,  but  I  am  affraid  I  must  stop 
for  want  of  Money,  Except  your  Honors  will  agree  with  Daniel 
Duncan  of  Shippensburg  to  Supply  me  with  Cash  untill  I  can  get 
Dun,  which  will  be  about  the  last  of  August  if  not  hindered  fn 
want  of  money,  Indeed  I  should  never  been  able  to  gon  on  aa  I  hava 
Dun  had  it  not  been  for  Mr.  Daniel  Duncan  that  supplied  me  with  Cash 
for  the  first  order  and  he  was  so  unfortunate  aa  to  have  it  lost  and  ai 
I  am  Informed  has  never  boon  able  to  get  the  money  untill  thii 
Day,  &  all  the  Letters  that  ho  has  Reod.  Respecting  it  agrees  that 
it  will  be  paid  in  i»aper  money,  that  was  not  the  kind  of  money  1 
Reed,  from  Mr.  Duncan  for  the  order.  Neither  is  it  the  kind  I  wai 
to  Receive  from  Council,  for  the  Bargin  was  for  Specie,  know  otha 
sort  will  ever  make  a  Road  over  these  Mounteins,  and  all  that  I  an 
to  Receive  is  too  little  for  such  work.  I  Beg  that  I  may  not  be 
stoped.  for  want  of  money — Your  Honors  will  Please  to  appoint 
proper  Persons  to  view  tho  Road  that  I  have  made  and  they  will  sec 
that  I  have  made  the  Road  more  than  half  and  agreeable  to  my  Con< 
tract  with  your  Honors,  I  would  be  glad  how  soon  the  viewers  was 
8cnt  to  the  ground  for  tho  work  is  half  Dun,  I  will  take  the  libertj 
to  say  that  it  is  a  very  good  Road  much  Better  than  Ever  was  Ex- 
pected for  that  small  Quantity  of  money  I  am  to  do  it  for. 
I  am  with  great  Respect  your  Honors, 

Obedient  Humble  Sorvt. 

JOAN  SKINNER. 

Directed  J 

To  His  Excellency  the  Qovcmor  and  Council  of  Pennsylvania  in 
Philadelphia. 

To  the  Care  of  Mr,  John  Stimmitzc  Mcrcht. 
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PfliKKAS  Bond  appointed  British  Consul,  1787. 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled^  3  May  1787. 

Whereas,  Phineaa  Bond  Esquire  has  presented  to  the  United 
States  in  Congress  assembled,  a  Commission  in  dne  form,  bearing 
Bate  tbe  5th  April,  1786  from  his  Britannic  Majesty,  constituting 
and  ippmnting  him  the  Consul  of  his  Majesty  in  the  States  of  New 
York,  New  tJersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware  and  Maryland,  and 
although  no  Comraoroial  Treaty  or  Convention  subsists  between  his 
Majesty  and  the  United  States,  whereby  either  have  a  perfect  Right 
to  establish  Consuls  or  Commissaries  in  the  Dominions  of  the  other, 
jet  as  the  United  States  are  disposed,  by  every  proper  mark  of  Lib- 
enlity  and  attention,  to  promote  a  good  Correspondence  between 
the  two  Countries,  and  particularly  as  amicable  negociations  are  now 
depending  between  them,  therefore, 

Beaolved,  That  the  said  Phineas  Bond  Esquire,  be,  and  he  here- 
by is,  received  and  recognized  as  the  Consul  or  his  Britannic  Majesty 
throDghont  the  States  of  New  Tork,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania, 
Delaware  and  Maryland,  and  that  his  Commission  be  registered  in 
the  Secretary's  office. 

Iksolvcd,  That  all  the  Privileges,  Pre-eminences  and  authority, 
vhlch  the  Laws  of  nations  and  of  the  Land,  give  to  a  Consul  received 
bj  the  United  States,  from  any  Nation  with  whom  tbcy  have  no 
commercial  Treaty  or  Convention,  are  due  to,  and  shall  be  enjoyed 
by  the  said  Phineas  Bond  as  Consul  for  the  five  States  above 
meDtioned,  and  that  certified  Copies  of  these  Kcsolutions  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  Executives  of  the  said  five  States  for  their  Infor- 
matioa. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Secy  * 


Secretary  op  Congress  to  Pres.  Frakklin,  1787. 

Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress, 

May  4th,  1787. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honors  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  herewith  en- 
<^losed  an  act  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  passed  3d 
May,  recognizing  Phineas  Bond  Esq.,  as  Consul  of  his  Britannic 
Majesty  for  New  York,  Now  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware  and 
Marjiand.        With  the  greatest  respect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

your  Excellency's  most  obedient, 

&  most  Humble  servt. 
Dirtctal,  CHA.  THOMLSOliA 

His  Bxcellenc/  7ho  President  ot  Pennsylvania. 

*  See  Col  Rec.,  Vol  XV.,  p.  215.     t  IbW. 
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Ordinance  for  settling  the  accounts  betwbbn  thi 
United  States  and  Individual  States,  1787. 

By  tl^e  United  States  in  Congress  assembled. 

May  7, 1787. 
An  Ordinance  for  settling  the  aeoounts  between  the  United  States 
and  IndiTidnal  States. 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembledj  thai 
five  commissioners  be  appointed  by  the  boara  of  treasnryi  whew 
duty  it  shall  be  to  co  to  the  several  states  in  the  districts  bereaftei 
mentioned,  for  which  they  may  be  respectively  appointed,  for  tb< 
purpose  of  stating  the  accounts  of  the  states  within  those  ^triots. 
against  the  United  States. 

That  the  states  of  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Conneetiontanc 
Khode  Island,  form  one  district.  That  the  states  of  Now  York  anc 
New  Jersey,  form  one  district.  That  the  states  of  Pennsylvania  Sal 
aware  and  Maryland,  form  one  district.  That  the  states  of  YirgiDii 
and  North  Carolina,  form  one  district.  And  that  the  states  of  l^ntl 
Carolina  and  Georgia,  form  one  district. 

That  it  shall  bo  the  duty  of  the  said  commissioners  respectivelj 
to  receive  of  the  states  for  which  they  are  appointed,  all  their  ao 
counts  and  vouchers  for  payments  made  on  account  of  bonntiea,  paj 
and  depreciation  of  pay,  to  the  late  army  of  the  United  States :  anc 
for  advances  to  the  militia,  called  out  under  the  authority  of  th( 
United  States,  and  actually  in  their  service,  and  to  give  desoriptivi 
acknowledgements  thereof  to  the  states  from  which  they  may  be  re 
received,  which  accounts  and  vouchers  shall  be  immediately  tot 
warded  to  the  commissioner  of  army  accounts,  whose  duty  it  shal 
be  to  examine  and  pass  such  as  are  authorised  by  the  resolves  o1 
Congress,  and  supported  by  proper  vouchers ;  and  to  state  such  ai 
may  not  fall  under  the  above  description,  together  with  suoh  lomarki 
as  may  tend  to  elucidate  the  nature  of  these  claims. 

That  it  shall  further  be  the  duty  of  the  said  commissioners,  to  re 
oeive  in  like  manner,  the  accounts  and  vouchers  for  monies  paid,  anc 
supplies  furnished  on  the  requisitions  of  Congress,  made  previously 
to  Oct.  1781,  and  to  forward  the  same  to  the  office  of  the  comptiol 
ler  of  the  treasury. 

That  it  shall  alao  be  the  duty  of  the  said  commissioners  to  receivi 
and  examine  all  the  claims  of  the  states  to  which  they  are  appointed 
against  the  United  States  for  advances  or  disbursements  by  then 
made  for  the  use  of  the  late  commissary,  quarter  master,  oloathinj 
marine  and  hospital  departments,  or  under  any  other  descriptioi 
whatsoever,  to  pass  upon  all  such  as  are  authorised  by  the  resolve 
of  Congress,  and  supported  by  proper  vouchers,  so  far  as  it  respeoi 
the  evidence  offered  in  support  of  the  said  claims,  and  to  state  soel 
as  arc  not  thus  warranted  or  Bupporled,  lo^^vVv^^t  V\V.Vi«iicli  remark: 
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M  otj  explain  fhe  nature  of  tbese  aedonntoi  and  the  reasons  offered 
far  the  defioienoy  of  vonehera. 

And  be  it  further  orduned  by  the  authority  afbresudy  that  on  all 
the  aoooonta  aforesaid  interest  sbdl  be  allowed  at  the  rate  of  rix 
per  cent  per  annnn,  agreeably  to  the  resolves  of  Congress. 

And  whereas  it  is  essential  to  the  welfiire  of  the  oonfederaoy,  that 
dM  loeoonts  of  the  several  states  shonld  be  speedily  adjusted :  that  this 
idjastment  shonld  be  effected  on  unifbrm  prindpleSy  and  that  pro- 
won  should  be  made  for  allowing  such  advances  or  disbursements 
Hiniy  have  been  mado  by  the  respective  states  for  the  use  of  the 
nioD,  although  the  same  be  not  sanctioned  by  the  resolves  of  Con- 
greis,  or  supported  bv  regular  vouchers. 

Be  it  therefore  oraained.  That  the  several  states  be,  and  they  are 
kieby  limited  to  the  space  of  six  months  for  exhibiting  to  the  pro- 
per oommiasioner,  their  claims  against  the  United  States,  of  wnat- 
erernature  the  same  may  be;  and  that  such  States  as  may  neglect  to 
eiUbit  the  same  within  that  period  of  time,  after  the  commissioner 
ku  notified  to  the  supreme  executive  thereof,  that  he  is  readv  to  pro- 
wed  on  the  bussiness  of  his  commission,  shall  be  precluded  from 
•By  future  allowance ;  but  shall  nevertheless  stand  chargeable  with 
all  advances  of  money  or  other  articles  which  may  have  been  made 
to  them  respectively  by  the  United  States,  and  with  whatever  balance 
nty  be  yet  due  on  the  several  quotas  of  the  general  requisitions. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  that  the  said  commissioners  of  districts, 
skall  within  twelve  months  after  they  enter  on  the  duties  of  their  seve- 
nl  appointments,  repair  to  the  place,  where  the  United  States  in  Con- 
gress may  hold  their  sessions,  with  such  accounts  and  vouchers  as 
they  may  have  in  possession,  and  deliver  the  same  to  the  Comptroller 
of  the  treasury,  on  which  their  commission  shall  terminate. 

Be  it  further  ordained.  That  a  board,  consisting  of  three  commis- 
sioQers  be  appointed  by  the  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  receive  from  the  Comptroller  of  the  trea- 
Bary,  and  from  the  commissioner  of  army  accounts  and  claims  of  the 
MTeral  states  deposited  in  the  several  offices,  and  to  examine  such 
of  the  said  accounts,  as  shall  have  been  passed  by  the  commissioners 
of  the  several  districts,  in  order  that  the  same  may  be  finally  adjusted 
oa  nniform  and  equitable  principles,  having  reference  to  the  settle- 
Bent  of  accounts  heretofore  made  by  the  commissioners  of  the 
different  states :  Provided  that  such  revision  of  the  accounts  above- 
Bentioned,  shall  not  in  any  wise  affect  the  validity  of  the  vouchers 
idmitled  by  the  commissioners  of  the  respective  districts. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  wherever  it  shall  appear  to  the 
Mid  board  of  commissioners,  that  advances  or  disbursements,  pay- 
Bents  or  supplies,  of  the  description  aforesaid,  have  been  made  by 
tty  of  the  states,  subsequent  to  the  18th  of  April,  1775,  for  articles 
«  Krviees  for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  That  the  said  commis- 
noners  be,  and  they  are  herebjr  vested  with  full  power  and  «ut\iOT\t^ 
to  make  s»e2r  allowanoe  f(»r  the  aune  tm  they  shall  think  oou&i&V/^uXi 
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with  the  principles  of  eeneral  equity,  although  saoh  tdvtnoes  ( 
disbursements  may  not  be  sanctioned  by  the  resolTea  of  Congrosiy  < 
sapported  by  regular  vouchers^  so  as  to  enable  the  said  oommiadoi 
era  to  make  a  final  adjustment  of  all  the  accounts  subsisting  betwec 
the  United  States  and  the  several  members  thereof,  agreeably  t 
such  quota  as  Congress  shall  hereafter  determine. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  the  determination  of  a  majoril 
of  the  aforesaid  board  of  commissioners  on  the  claims  submitted  i 
them  shall  be  final  and  conclusive,  and  that  their  commission  shi 
continue  in  force  for  ono  year  and  an  half  from  the  time  of  the 
entering  on  the  duties  of  their  office,  unless  sooner,  revoked  I 
Congress. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  the  pay  of  the  commissionen 
districts,  shall  bo  at  the  rate  of  twelve  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  p 
annum:  and  that  of  their  clerks  at  the  rate  not  ezoeeding  foi 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  annum,  each. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  every  person  employed,  or  to  1 
employed  in  pursuance  of  this  ordinance  shall  previous  to  enterii 
on  the  duties  of  his  office,  take  and  subscribe  an  oath  faithfully  ai 
impartially  to  perform  the  duties  of  the  office  to  which  he  is  a 
pointed,  certificates  of  which  shall  be  deposited  with  the  secretary 
Congress. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  the  ordinance  of  the  18th 
October,  1786,  entitled,  <<  An  ordinance  for  establishing  a  board 
liquidate  and  settle  all  accounts  between  the  United  States  and  inc 
vidual  states/'  be,  and  it  is  hereby  repealed. 

Done,  &o. 
CHAS.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 


John  Anstky  to  Seo'y  of  Council,  1787. 

Mrs.  Strickknd's  Lodgings,  Walnut  Street, 
PhUad*,  May  8%  1787. 
Sir, 

In  y*'  regular  pursuit  of  y«  Business  with  which  I  am  charged 
this  Country,  I  took  y'  liberty  of  applying  to  Gen.  Armstrong, 
Fccrctary  of  y  Council,  for  a  Copy  of  a  Document  which  I  ha' 
■understood  can  only  bo  furnished  from  his  Office — being  '^  Ye  I 
of  the  names  of  all  persons  who  have  been  proclamated  hy  order 
Council  for  their  adherence  to  Great  Britain  during  ye  kUe  War 

The  General,  to  whom  I  have  y"  honor  of  being  known,  imn 
diately  previous  to  his  Departure  for  New- York,  directed  me 
make  application  to  you  for  y"  Document  in  Question,  informing  i 
at  the  same  time  that  such  a  Document  had  lately  been  prepared 
his  office  for  another  purpose"*"  and  that  you  would  readily  fumi 
me  with  a  Copy  of  it.  I  accordingly  waited  upon  you  at  y*  sti 
house  &  took  the  liberty  of  making  myself  known  to  you. 
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Toa  are  probably  not  nnacqnaintod  with  the  approved  object  of 
mj  ippoiDtment  in  this  Coantrj,  and  will  readily  conceivo  y*  aid 
saeh  ID  official  paper  will  administer  to  me  in  the  inTcstigation  of 
truth  to  y  advancement  of  equal  Jastice 

Upon  my  first  arrival  in  this  State,  I  applied  to  y«  President,  who 
asnred  me  I  woald  meet  with  no  difficalty  in  the  Course  of  such 
ioqnirieB,  and  directed  me  to  make  application,  as  of  Course,  to 
Oenertl  Armstrong,  as  Sec'ry  of  y"  Council,  who  would  suggest  y« 
propriety  of  a  formal  application  to  y"  Council  if  it  struck  him  as  a 
ntcmary  step,  Tbe  General  not  having  hinted  the  necessity  of  such 
an  application  from  me,  but  having  directed  me  to  you,  I  use  tho 
freedom  of  this  letter  accordingly,  and  am  in  hopes  that  your  leisure 
will  admit  an  early  opportunity  of  favouring  me  with  y  Document 
ID  Qaestion — and  that  you  will  readily  excuse  y«  trouble  I  give  you 
upon  tbis  occasion. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  most 

obed*.  Humble  Servant, 

JOHN  ANSTEY. 

To  f  under  Sec'ry  of  y  Council. 
hdonedj — Mr.  Anslcy  to  be  furnished  with  the  certificate  requested. 

C.  B. 


David  Redick  to  Hon.  Jonathan  IIoqe,  1787. 

Washington,  14th  May,  1787. 
Hon'  Sir, 

I  got  home  safe  and  found  my  family  well.  I  am  perfectly  restored 
to  health. 

Tlie  Indians  have  begun  their  depredations ;  about  ton  days  ago 
tlicj  killed  a  Family  at  tho  Mouth  of  Fish  Creek,  which  beads  in 
tiiiii  County  and  falls  into  the  Oliio  about  12  miles  below  tho  State 
iioc.  Last  Tuesday  a  Mr.  Robt.  Purday  and  his  family  was  killc<l 
•bout  20  miles  from  this  place,  in  Ohio  County,  Virg».  Mr.  Purday's 
wife  is  still  livciug,  and  it  is  hoped  will  rceover  of  the  Tomhawk  & 
Scalping  knife.  Tho  Indians,  contrary  to  their  former  way  of 
waring,  attackeds  3  houses  in  tho  night  without  Firearms.  The  Dis- 
cretionary Order  to  tho  County  Lt.  which  I  pray'd  Council  to  grant 
last  winter,  is  now  much  wanted.  It  is  a  verry  hard  Case  to  see  our 
Neibours  driven  from  their  homes,  and  because  they  happen  to  bo 
00  the  other  side  of  the  State  line  we  cannot  afford  them  any  Relief; 
Our  can  we  properly  say  we  are  invaded  untill  the  enemy  attacks, 
^nd  kills  t*JOf  on  this  side  the  line.  This  unhappy  Situation  puts 
me  in  Mind  of  an  old  law  of  the  Provence  of  Penusylvauia,  wluclv 
prohibited  any  person  from  shooting  at  an  Indian  until  ilio  \uOLm\ 
fchoDJeJ^/»/  shoffi  at  Lira.     I  am  sure  it  would  be  better  for  wa  Vo 

7* 
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fight  the  EDemj  in  Virginia  than  in  oar  own  State,  and  unless  iliej 
are  met  and  oheoked  there,  they  will  soon  be  upon  us. 

I  eannot  think  that  any  unDeooming  use  would  be  made  of  ihe 
order  I  mention,  and  I  would  willingly  hope  that  Council  will  now 
think  it  prudent  to  forward  such  an  order  to  the  laeu'  of  these  three 
Western  Counties — through  you.  Sir,  it  will  come  before  the  Council. 
I  would  have  wrote  to  the  President  &  Council  on  the  Subject^  but 
that  the  Bearer  is  on  Tip  toe,  and  time  would  be  Necessary  to  take 
a  Coppy  &  digest  the  Subjeot  to  fit  it  for  them. 

I  wish  to  hear  from  the  Vice  Pres^^  how  he  is;  please  to  present 
him  my  best  wishes. 

I  am^  Hon'  Sir^  yours,  &c., 

DAVm  REDICK. 

We  are  without  Arms  &  Ammunition ;  perhaps  Council  could 
procure  us  some  from  the  Continental  Store  at  Pitt 

The  high  Sheriff  of  Ohio  County  came  to  town  this  Morning,  and 
tells  me  that  the  people  of  that  County  is  in  the  Utmost  Conster- 
nation ;  that  they  are  without  Arms  or  Ammunition,  and  that  if 
the  Savages  should  continue  their  depredations  they  must,  without 
some  relief  from  us,  be  ruined.  I  believe  we  Could  muster  amongst 
ourselves  nearly  Firearms  enough,  but  have  no  stores  else,  nor  is 
there  any  powder  to  be  got  on  purchase  on  this  side  the  mountains 
as  far  as  1  can  learn. 

D.  R. 
Directed , 

lion*''  Jonathan  Hoge,  Esqr. 


Mbhorial  of  TiMOTnY  Matlack,  1787. 

Goal  of  the  city  &  county  of  Philadelphia, 

May  21,  1787. 
Sir, 

However  unwilling  to  encroach  on  the  time  or  attention  of  your 
Excellency,  I  feel  the  necessity  of  enclosing  to  you  a  Copy  of  one 
of  four  executions  of  one  form,  under  which  my  body  was  on  the  fint 
of  the  present  month,  seized  by  the  Sheriff  of  this  county,  and  at  the 
8uit  of  the  state,  held  in  custody  to  this  time.  Where  a  precedent 
has  been  found  for  these  writs  I  am  yet  to  learn ;  but  am  inclined 
to  think  it  is  not  contained  in  the  law  records  of  a  thousand  years. 
They  are,  however,  pretended  to  be  founded  on  a  judicial  decision 
of  the  honorable  executive  body  in  which  your  Excellency  presides, 
which,  if  made  at  all,  has  been  made  in  my  absence,  and  without 
notice  of  any  kind  to  me  or  to  any  person  whatsoever  on  my  behalf. 
It  is  therefore  of  high  importance  to  me,  at  least,  if  not  to  my  fellow- 
citizens,  to  know  with  the  utmost  precision  what  have  been  the  pro- 
oeediDga  in  tbia  case  before  that  boatd,  lUa^t  I  may  judge  wbal 
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neMorei  yet  ranuun  to  be  pnnnied  by  me  in  order  to  obtain  jnstioe 
therein.  Without  connexions  of  any  kind  with  men  in  power,  with- 
ont  any  latUed  interest  with  either  of  the  parties  into  whieh  the 
people  of  the  state  are  divided,  and  without  money,  I  can  plain 
enough  peroeiTO  the  difficulty  and  danger  to  a  private  citizen,  which 
must  attend  a  contest  with  the  mighty  powers  said  to  be  committed 
by  law  to  the  ComptroUer-Oeneral,  rendered  still  more  formidable 
when  his  decisions  have  been  ''  approved''  by  the  whole  executive 
anthoiity  of  the  state,  and  yet  more  abundantly  so  when  this  autho- 
rity is  known  to  have  been  exercised,  and  the  approbation  said  to  be 
given  at  a  time  when  a  man  of  your  Excellency's  most  emineoHy 
distinguished  patriotism  presided  in  the  Supreme  Executive  Couooil ; 
yet  I  cannot,  without  every  possible  enquiry  after  the  means  of 
redress,  hring  myself  silently  to  submit  to  what  I  feel  to  be  injustice, 
however  seemingly  authorised  by  any  expressions  oontained  in  the 
laws  of  the  commonwealth,  especially  where  they  directly  contradict 
snd  tend  to  violate  the  rights  recently  and  solemnly  recognised  by 
the  people,  and  expressed  in  plain  and  olear  terms,  as  the  principles 
on  which  the  foundation  of  the  Government  has  been  laid ;  against 
which  no  law,  however  conceived,  intended  or  expressed,  can  or 
oughi  to  prevail. 

The  Convention  of  the  people  of  Pennsylvania,  over  which  also 
your  Excellency  presided  with  the  highest  reputation,  has  declared 
that  the  true  end  for  which  ''  all  government  ought  to  be  instituted 
*^  and  supported''  is  ^  the  seonrity  and  protection  of  the  community 
« as  such  and  to  enable  the  individuals  who  compote  ii  to  enjoy 
"  their  natural  rights,"  and  among  which  that  of  defending  their 
liberty  is  in  the  Declaration  of  Kights,  with  great  propriety  and 
wisdom  placed  next  to  and  connected  with  that  of  life.  And  so 
highly  did  the  people  regard  the  trial  by  jury  in  all  caeee  as  a  means 
of  this  defence,  that  not  content  with  a  full  declaration  that ''  Trials 
<<  shall  be  by  juries  as  heretofore,"  but  as  if  terms  commonly  used 
were  not  strong  enough  to  express  their  solemn  regard  to  this  right, 
they  have  in  the  most  dignified  expressions  declared  that  "  it  ought 
'<  to  be  held  eared"  And  again,  as  if  no  terms  or  turn  of  expres- 
sion conld  be  trusted  in  a  case  of  such  magnitude,  the  Constitution 
has  solemnly  <'  declared"  the  "  Declaration  of  Rights"  to  be  a  part 
of  the  Constitution  <'  which  ought  never  to  be  violated  on  any  pro- 
^  ienee  whatever," 

Tet,  Sir,  so  singular  has  been  my  fortune  in  the  political  world, 
thai  I  have  had  sentence  against  mQ  in  two  great  cases,  as  I  conceive, 
in  direct  and  open  violation  of  this  8A0B£D  right. 

Thm  one  in  a  vote  of  the  General  Assembly,  entered  into  as  the 
Conndl  of  Censors  have  expressed  it,*  "  without  a  hearhig,  without  a 
**  ebarge,  and  without  a  trial,"  and  a  succeeding  General  Asaembl^^ 
npon  mature  delibeisti^?!!^  aolemnly  rescinded  l^he  vote  *,  anJL  to  aAOi 
to  iheMtnageoeBa  of  the  ihjag,Ba  examination  into  the  facia  aWe&tgE^^ 
♦  See  Vol  X.,  9,  36S,  806. 
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88  the  foundation  of  that  violent  and  iniquitous  meararey  they  Iwvi 
been  found  to  be  totally  and  absolutely  false. 

The  other  instance  is  the  Case  in  which  I  have  now  the  honor  li 
address  your  Ezoellency,  in  which  as  my  informati(m  stuida,  tk 
Supreme  Execaiice  Council  have  exercised  ez  parte  a  Judieia 
authority ;  This  much,  howeveri  is  certain,  that  the  busineas  hai 
been  so  conducted  by  the  Comptroller  Greneral  that  a  claim  of  mine 
which  I  conceive  to  be  legal,  against  the  state,  to  the  amount  of  om 
thousand  and  five  hundred  pounds  and  upwards  on  oneaooonnt  only. 
besides  divers  others,  has  been  ''  rejected  without  a  hearing  beibn 
him,  or  before  the  Supreme  Executive  Council,  and  without  a  poo 
sibility  during  the  whole  of  the  transaction  by  any  act  in  my  power, 
within  the  words  of  the  law,  to  obtain  a  trial  thereon  before  a  Conri 
and  jury/'  And  although  those  four  executions  have  issued  and 
been  served  upon  me,  and  no  act  or  neglect  of  mine  has  been  eom- 
mitted  by  me,  which  in  reason  and  justice  can  be  oonstmed  to  havi 
destroyed  the  right  of  trial  by  "jury,''  this  right  yet  remains,  how* 
ever  difficult  it  may  be  to  obtain  the  exercise  of  it,  and  it  appears  tc 
me  a  duty  which  I  owe  to  myself,  to  my  distressed  family,  and  maj 
I  add,  to  my  fellow  citizens,  to  persevere  in  a  demand  of  that  right 

I  have  been  told  that  there  is  great  probability  that  on  application 
I  may,  as  of  favour,  be  indulged  in  a  trial  by  jury ;  but  Sir,  may  1 
be  permitted,  without  offence,  to  ask.  What  am  J^  or  what  is  aR| 
citizen  of  this  state,  if  any  man  or  set  of  men  whatever,  may  grani 
or  withhold  at  their  pleasure  in  any  case,  a  right  of  such  importance 
so  recently  &  solemnly  recognized,  asserted  and  assured  to  us,  ai 
that  of  the  "  sacred''  right  of  trial  by  jury  has  been  f  Snrely  nol 
Freemen ;  but  degraded  Yassalls  or  slaves  I  And  what  are  thfl 
laws,  and  by  whom  have  they  been  mode,  by  which,  in  any  poisibk 
cose,  a  citizen  may  be  deprived  of  this  "  sacred'^  right  f  They  dc 
not,  they  cannot  possibly  exist,  and  I  conceive  it  to  be  tieaaon 
against  the  people  to  assert  the  contrary. 

What  crime  then  have  I  committed  for  which  I  alone  may  be 
oompolled  to  ask  as  favour  what  every  other  citizen  may  demafid  ^ 
rif/ht  f    There  is  none.  Sir,  even  pretended  against  me. 

I  may,  indeed,  have  erred  in  relying  too  confidently  on  public 
faith  for  reward  of  intended  services ;  or  my  abilities  may  have 
fallen  short  in  the  performance  of  the  high  and  exceedingly  varied 
duties,  to  which  in  the  times  of  the  greatest  danger,  the  public  voiM 
has  called  me;  but  I  am  bold  to  say,  no  man  has  had  more  nal  in 
the  common  cause  or  exerted  mOre  fully  to  their  utmost  extent  thfl 
abilities  God  has  given  than  I  have  done  throuffhout  the  great  ooa< 
test  for  liberty.  But  these  exertions,  such  as  uiey  were,  nave  been 
made  with  the  spirit  of  a  freeman,  disdaining  to  be  the  tool  of  anj 
man  or  party,  and  constantly  aimed  to  suppress  measures  whioli 
appeared  dangerous  to  the  people,  and  support  such  as  tended  tc 
their  Bhfeij,  without  regarding  by  whom  they  were  suggoated. 

When  the  impossible  project  oC  TOgdWlvik^  ^t\s^  was  attempted 
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^he  infiitoAtioD  feemed  to  be  general;  and  a  large  eommitiee  was 
c^leolU  to  enforoe  it,  Mr.  FitinminonBy  the  only  man  of  the  number 
firom  whom  I  ezpeoted  the  smallest  assistanoe  in  opening  the  ejes 
of  the  people  to  their  danger  (for  he  seemed  to  be  the  only  man 
muumm  them  that  then  saw  it)  Tory  soon  retired  hopeless  from  the 
-tMakf  MftTing  me  alone  to  oppose  that  dangerous  measure,  infituating 
mod  popular  as  it  then  was.    The  insults  which  were  offered  me  on 
chat  oooaaion  from  every  quarter,  are  known  to  very  few;  but  the 
^vent  is  known  to  all,  and  it  is  not  presuming  to  say,  that  a  eool, 
firm  opposition  from  one  man,  saved  the  city  from  the  distress  which 
thai  mad  project  had  otherwise  suddenly  brought  upon  it.    When 
the  Bank  was  projected  by  Mr.  Morris  the  oontentions  and  resent- 
ments between  parties  and  among  individuals  were  at  the  highest,  it 
was  opposed  by  the  leading  men  of  that  party  to  which  it  was  sup- 
posed I  leaned;  yet  although   I  saw  its  tondeney  to  favour  the 
monied  and  trading  interest  of  the  stato,  and  foretold  the  oontost 
which  has  since  arisen  out  of  it,  ooosidering  it  as  the  best  means  of 
defence  left  us,  my  feeble  efforts  were  honestly  joined  io  its  support. 
What  ai  that  time  were   my  sentiments  of  its  effect  on  myself  may 
best  be  learned   from  my  reply  to  a  kind  compliment  of  a  friend 
immediately  after  my  election  among  the  first  directors.    It  was  in 
these  wordsy  <'  It  is  indeed  an  honor,  perhaps  circumstances  con- 
''  ndered,  the  highest  of  my  life ;  but  remember  that  I  tell  you,  it 
"  will  prove  also  the  greatest  injury."     I  did  my  duty  and  the  event 
fulfilled  the  prophecy.     I  had  offended  both  parties,  one  of  them 
demaaded  and  the  other  gave  me  up  a  sacrifice ;  but  I  reverently 
tkaok  God,  that  whatever  it  may  do  now,  the  fire  would  not  then 
kindle  upon  me. 

Bat  Sir,  I  do  not  mention  these  things  as  claiming  reward  for 
them,  for  even  in  my  present  distress  I  would  disdain  them ;  but 
<M)lj  as  evidence  of  the  independence  of  my  conduct  on  trying 
occuioDs. 

Iq  my  present  utuation,  painful  as  it  is  to  my  fiimily,  I  feel  some 
coQsoIation  from  a  strong  confidence  in  your  fixoellency'a  acknowl- 
edged attachment  to  the  rights  and  interest  of  men,  and  hope  for  a 
compliance  with  the  request  I  now  make,  of  full  and  precise  infer- 
Otttion  of  the  manner  in  which  my  accounts  and  claims  have  been 
Ud  before  the  board  at  which  you  preside,  and  a  statement  of  the 
^  presented  by  the  Comptroller  General,  the  mode  in  which  they 
hare  been  investigated,  and  the  principles  on  which  my  claims 
igiiDst  the  state  have  been  rejected.  These  are  indispensibly  neoes- 
ivj  to  a  fair  enquiry  after  the  means  of  redress ;  and  if  after  every 
effort  has  been  made,  no  redress  in  the  present  state  of  the  laws  can 
he  obtained,  they  will  enable  me  to  show  the  people,  that  although 
^  remedy  cannot  be  had,  the  right  remains — and  it  will  the  better 
enable  me  to  state  to  them  my  case  without  material  error  or  omia- 
non,  and  thereby  oonvinco  them  that  I  have  not  suffered  t\iQ  i^xeo^- 
^Qt  of  a  yioUtion  of  ibis  groat  right  to  be  established^  w\i\vou.t  iViii^t 
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persevering  opposition  which  every  dtiien,  when  attooked,  u  lo 
to  make  agtinst  the  insolent  strides  of  assumed  or  perverted  pen 
It  will,  no  douht,  ocoar  to  Your  Exoellenoy  aa  a  ahorCi  p 
answer  to  this  request,  that  an  application  to  the  Seoretaiy  of  Oi 
cil  will  obtain  me  a  Copy  of  their  prooeedinga  in  any  ease  wi 
ooncems  me,  and  in  an  ordinary  case  it  might  aerve  the  porpoa 
answer  and  just  reproof;  but  in  the  present  extraordinary  one 
application  will  obtain  more  regard,  and  the  rather  aa  from  wh 
have  been  able  to  learn  of  these  proceedings,  I  may  well  aup 
that  the  entry  in  all  snch  oases  on  the  Council  books  is  at  laai 
concise  upon  them  as  the  sus.  per.  col.  in  some  law  entries  i 
sentence  of  death  on  a  murderer }  but  with  this  differenoe  in 
favour,  that  before  the  dreadful  order  was  made  he  had  been  alh 
a  trial  by  his  peers. — ^And  if  indeed  the  approbation  has  been  j 
and  is  no  more  than  a  mere  formality  without  information  or  enq' 
I  hope  to  obtain  an  explicit  declaration  of  the  fact 
I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

With  the  highest  respect, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient, 
And  very  humble  servant, 

T.  MATLACK 


(Copy.) 
Philadelphia  County,  ss. 

[SSAL.] 

The  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  to  the  Sheriff  of  Philade 

County,  greeting. 

Whereas  it  is  certified  to  us  by  John  Nicholson,  Esquire, 
Comptroller  General,  that  Timothy  Matlack,  Esquire,  is  indebt 
the  state  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  sum  of  thirty-six  pounds  thi 
shillings  and  four  pence  lawful  money  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
the  said  Timothy  Matlock  hath  refused  and  neglected  to  pay  th( 
sum  of  money  to  our  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth,  althmi| 
hath  been  thereunto  required.  Therefore  we  command  yon  thi 
goods  and  chattels  of  the  said  Timothy  Matlack,  in  your  bai 
without  delay  you  seize  and  distrain  so  that  the  said  Timothy 
be  compelled  to  pay  and  discharge  the  said  sum  of  thirty-six  p 
thirteen  shillings  and  four  pence  money  aforesaid,  together 
costs  and  charges  in  this  behalf  laid  out  and  expended,  and  t 
the  said  debt,  costs  and  charges  shall  be  fully  paid  and  sal 
within  thirty  days  after  such  distress  made,  that  you  sell  the 
goods  and  chattels  to  satisfy  and  discharge  the  said  debt,  eoeti 
charges,  and  in  case  no  personal  property  of  the  said  Timoth; 
ficicnt  to  discharge  the  debt,  costs  and  charges  aforesaid   ci 

*  Sec  Col.  Ecc,  Vo\  XV.,  p.  220. 


i«lli  of  the  Mid  Timothy,  in  yiwteiliwk^yoa  mpie  thpa^ 


UtAf  eoiti  ud  ehjigw  to  be  ]evie4  ipd  9i4%  And  if  m  favdi  o? 
the  pedlp  eiid.ieMvk,  lands  aDd.|ttwiMiMi'ef  tM  pMTinothj 
ii  yew  bepiirief  etn^e  be  found,  tlieii  we  oomnuuid  yea  that  yea 
td»Ae  My  «C  tlie  end  Timotbj  Hetkek,  end  him  eafbly  keep  in 
the  Ooel  or  the  eeoniiy  aforesaid.  And  how  yon  ihall  ezeente  th« 
Writ  make  known  to  Vs  and  to  onr  Comptiroller  Oenend  on  the 
nzth  dny  of  Jnne,  end  baTe  then  thla  writ  at  the  oOee  of  the  pro- 
thonetary  of  onr  Oonrt  ci  Common  Pleaa  of  mid  oonnty.  Dated  at 
PhihkMphiai  April  fSrarteenth,  one  thonmnd  aertn  hundred  ft  eighty, 
wf  ta.       -   -  ■ 

J.  B.  SMITH. 

Opnmfp  Wc|44»  ^  Hvwl^y  llaUaok,  Rt'ble  Jane  6th,  1787. 
Att'yi9en'L 


US,  the  4th. 

1787,  April  14,  fire  o'oloek^  P.  H. 


BoABD  OF  TniASURT  TO  JhiW.  Fransliv,  1787. 

Cirenlar. 

Bgaid  of  Treaaory,  Hay  25th,  1787. 
Sir, 

We  do  onrselvefl  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  Tonr  Exeellenoy 
hrthe  bfcrmaUon  of  the  Legishtnre  of  the  State  in  whioh  yon 

e),  an  ordinanoe  of  the  United  States  in  Congrem  of  the  7th 
t,  for  the  speedy  and  effectoal  settlement  of  the  Acooants 
ItMiding  between  Individnal  States  and  the  United  States."^ 

The  InTereet  of  tiie  Slate  aa  weB  aa  that  of  th^.  Uoi^n  |ure  so 
■iterially  involved  in  the  completion  of  this  object  that  we  enter- 
^tl|e  foUeai  eonfidenoe  that  every  measure  will  be  adopted  by 
tte  Oovemment  for  &cilitating  the  ezecation  of  this  Businesa 

Re.  Commissioner  appoiatM  for  the  Diatriet  in  whioh  the  State 
^  Pennsylvania  is  included,  is  directed  to  j^ve  seasonable  n^oe  of 
tks  time  when  he  will  attend  in  person,  or  send  on  a  proper  clerk  to 
niihn  and  examine  snob  acoonntSy.and  Yoachers  as  the  State  may 
kmedy  to  .ftmiah;  and  as  the  several  States  are  limited  by  the 
Opdinaaoe  to  a  period  for  exhibiting  their  respeotive  clat|ns  against 
theUsoon  (of  whatever  nature  tl^  saoM  may  be;)  we  doubt  not 
»  See  page,  140. 
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they  will  be  impressed  with  the  importanoa  of  loeiDg  no  time 
bringing  forward  their  Aoeounts. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect, 

Your  Ezcellenoy's  most  Ol^ient  ft  Hble.  SerTts., 
SAMUEL  OSGOOD, 
WALTER  LIVINGSTOH 
Directed,  ARTHUR  LEE. 

His  Excell'yy  The  President  of  the  State  of  PennsyWama. 


Col.  Andrew  Porter  to  Council,  1787. 

Norristown,  May  25th,  1787. 
Gentlemen, 

I  beg  leave  to  ioform  Council  that  to-morrow  I  expect  to  prooi 
on  my  Journey  to  join  the  other  commissioners  appointed  to  ezti 
the  Northern  boundary  of  the  State,  and  as  we  are  determined 
possible  to  compleat  it  this  season,  wo  shall  no  doubt  be  detail 
from  our  Families  until  late  in  the  fall,  before  wliich  time  i 
Family  will  require  a  supply  of  cosh;  and  as  I  have  advanced  a  si 
to  the  commissary,  which  I  have  no  prospects  of  having  replac 
before  I  set  ofif,  I  must  therefore  request  the  favour  of  Council 
grant  an  order  in  my  favour  for  One  Hundred  pounds. 
I  am,  with  ref<pcct,  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

ANDREW  PORTER.* 
Directed, 

His  EzcellcQoyy  the  President  and  Supremo  Executive  Coiid< 
Pennsylvania. 


Col.  Thomas  Hartley  to  V.  P.  Biddlb,  1787. 

York  Town,  Juno  the  4th,  1787. 
Dr.  Sir, 

I  was  very  sorry  to  hear  of  the  accident  whioh  befel  yoUj  but 
hope  by  this  time  you  are  fully  recovered. 

You  in  a  former  Letter  desired  to  know  somewhat  of  the  Dispc 
tions  or  designs  of  the  Rioters  of  this  County ;  as  this  was  dimoi 
to  be  understood  or  known ;  I  could  not  give  you  that  satisfae^ 
I  could  wish,  until  very  lately.f 

I  believe  that  by  the  prudent  and  firm  conduct  of  the  Court 
the  late  Assisses,  Peace  and  good  Order  are  re-established.  1 
Offenders  seem  very  much  ashamed  and  distressed  for  their  C< 
duct,  and  I  trust  all  things  will  do  well. 

*  See  Col  Reo.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  220.  \  ^^^  ^tw^^^  114. 


A  Mbet  Com  of  Light  hfkDtiT  if  iDtonded  to  be  niMd  in  tkii 

of  tbe  Militia  Battalion  or  a  Sfn  JAusUm^  who  was  in  the  r^lar 
nmoe  will  Command  the  Companj.  The  measare  will  be  of  a^r- 
fiia  to  the  PaUie  ani  nfefal  to  diiriplinc^  Imm  they  «i%  wi£fabat 
AfBi^aBd  Ihejr  eamifit  be  preeufed  hm  $*  ae<ie ^pe»artfc  in  Behalf 
rf  Ihe  eomi^ J  wiU  afply  ^  Oimnoil  iEtf  (ATtns  end  Aeeovtiemen 
I  ihenld  hnmUjr  appMhend  that  it  would;  be  pmer  fMr  Oodneil  ta 
htthem  haf»  50  ataiid0;.they  wfll,  I  imleM^  f^te  a  teeeipt  far 
tkan  and  ba  aeeonitable. 

I  hope  we  ahall  have  no  move  Biotii  bat  if  by  bad  idme  or  mtt- 
tAi  any  Tomnlt  ahottU  happen,  thew  Arma  weald  be  ef  giM  oia. 
And  am,  Dr.  fiiry 

with  |rreat  regard  ft 
.    Baqpeptyoyr  meet 
. .    :       obedkat  Bbk.  £br?t,    ; 

THOS.  HARTLEY. 
Directed f 
The  Honble  CbarlesBiddle,  Baq.,  Vice  President  at  Philad'a. 


Caft.  And'w  Johnston  to  Council,  1787. 

To  the  Honorable  the  President  ft  Supreme  Exeentive  Gonnoil  of 
Pennsylyania,  at  Philadelphia. 

As  a  number  of  respectable  Inhabitants  of  York  Town  have 
fcnned  themselves  into  %  Company  and  have  been  at  the  ezpence 
of  providing  uniform,  and  it  bemg  impossible  to  procure  any  Arms 
IB  this  Plaoe,  request  Council  to  grant  them  fifty  Stand  of  ffood 
Anns  with  Aoooutrements  oompleat,  for  which  a  receipt  will  be 
gireo,  and  be  liable  to  the  call  of  Council. 

And  that  the  State  may  be  at  no  expenoe  in  sending  those  Arms, 
ve  agree  to  pay  the  Carnage  ourselves. 

Sgned  in  behalf  of  the  Company, 

ANDREW  JOHNSTON, 
Capt 

Should  CouncQ  be  so  good  and  grant  the  above  request,  the  arms, 
ta.  ihaU  aect  for,  by 

WM.  SCOTT, 
C.Lt 
York,  June  5th,  1787. 
Directed^ 
To  the  Supteme  ExooaUwe  Council  of  Ponnsylyania  at  ¥\ivYiu 
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We  the  BabaeriberSi  who  had  by  order  of  the  Supreme  Ezeeatif^ 
Goanoil  of  the  23d  of  Noyember  lasty  been  appobted  &  anthoriM 
to  execute  the  Contraet  on  the  part  of  the  State  with  John  Skhmer 
for  making  that  part  of  the  State  Road  included  between  tite  eai 
side  of  Clark's  Gap  k  the  burnt  Gabbins,  do  hereby  certify,  That  s 
the  request  of  said  Skinner  we  have  lately  viewed  his  work  done  i 
the  Place  aforesaid,  and  are  of  opinion  that  there  is  now  more  thai 
one  half  of  the  work  done  towards  oompleating  said  Boad  agreeaU; 
to  his  Contract.  We  further  observe  that  the  work  by  him  alread' 
performed  is  extended  through  the  most  difficult  Parts  of  the  whok 
and  is  (excepting  in  some  few  Places  where  it  will  yet  be  necessar 
to  bestow  some  more  labour)  we  humbly  conceive,  made  in  so  fiii 
agreeably  to  his  Contract,  so  as  to  intitlo  him  to  receive  his  seoon 
Payment. 

Certified  this  14th  Day  of  June,  1787. 

^  MATHW.  HENDERSON, 
JOHN  REYNOLDS. 
Directedf 

His  Excellency  the  President  &  the  Honorable  the  Suprem 
Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 


John  Skinnsb  to  Coukcl,  1787. 

To  the  Honerabel  Executive  Council,  may  it  Pleso  your  Honer 
as  1  John  Skinner  of  Francklin  County  have  Gon  throw  the  fui 
part  of  my  Bargain  in  making  that  Part  of  the  State  Road  I  nndei 
tuck  for  the  Six  Hundred  pounds  speises,  and  as  I  am  now  in  stt 
wont  of  the  seikend  gail  so  as  the  work  may  go  on  and  aa  Mistc 
Henderson  and  Rinnels  Esqrs,  Has  vewed  the  Rowd  and  Duss  alo! 
me  to  Be  in  Tyteled  there  to,  so  I  shall  hope  yours  Honort^  wil 
favcr  me  with  it  By  the  hand  of  Capten  William  Rippe  or  sum  ui 
baud,  so  I  conclude  my  self  your  Honors  very    Humble  servent. 

JOHN  SKINNER  t 

June  the  13  day,  1787. 

N.  B.  Mister  Smille  one  of  the  Council  has  seen  the  work  I  Di 
and  can  inform  you  all  so. 

*  Seo|>age,  92. 
'  t  See  Col.  Rcc.,  Vol.  XV.^  p.  227. 
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TufOTHT  Pickering  to  Pres.  Franklin,  1787. 

PhUad.  Juno  25th,  1787. 
fir. 

Thd  Jnaiioefl  of  the  Peaee  for  the  County  of  Lnserne  are  destitute 
of  the  kwa  of  the  State.  It  seems  that  heretofore  Justices  of  the 
FeMe  hare  heen  furnished  with  the  laws  at  the  ezpence  of  the  State, 
tke  Justioes  of  Lnserne  have  expressed  their  hopes  that  they  may  he 
npptied  in  the  same  way,  and  requested  me  to  make  the  application 
in  their  behalf.  I  beg  leave  to  express  my  hopes  also,  that  they 
■ly  be  so  furnished ;  otherwise  I  fear  they  will,  for  the  most 
pirt,  remain  unprovided,  k  the  laws  unexeouted.  At  the  same  time 
it  is  proper  that  I  should  add,  that  there  was  manifested  a  geoeral 
diipQaition  to  oonlbrm  to  the  laws,  with  great  punctuality  and  many 
lere  solicitously  enquiring  what  were  the  laws  in  particular  oases, 
that  they  might  not  transgress  them. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Sir,  your  Excellency's  most  obcdt.  servant, 

T.  PICKERING, 
nis  Excellency  the  President  of  the  State. 


Commissioners  on  Connecticut  Claims  to  Pres. 
Franklin,  1787. 

PhUadelphia,  June  29,  1787. 
Sir, 

As  the  examination  of  the  Connecticut  Claims  to  lands  in  the 
coQitj  of  Lucerne  will  be  of  several  months  continuance,  and  we 
■tj  not  return  hither  untill  the  business  shall  be  accomplished,  we 
tre  desirous  of  receiving  some  part  of  our  pay  in  advance,  and  if  this 
bUII  be  thought  proper  by  Council,  we  request  si^  grants  may  be 
Bade  to  us  and  Mr.  Evans,  (whom  we  have  appointed  our  Clerk)  as 
CoQDcil  shall  judge  expedient. 

The  law  for  confirming  the  lands  of  the  Connecticut  Claimants 
nqaired  that  it  should  be  published  in  the  news-papers  of  Conneoti- 
eat  But  there  are  divers  claimants  under  Connecticut,  who  live 
in  the  State  of  New  York ;  and  other  Claimants  under  Pennsylvania 
who  live  in  New  Jersey.  We  submit  to  the  consideration  of  Council 
whether  it  is  not  expedient  to  cause  the  law  to  be  published  in  one 
of  the  news-papers  of  each  of  those  States.  It  may  supersede 
applications  whieh  may  hereafter  be  made  for  allowing  further  time 
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to  make  their  claims,  under  pretence  that  thej  were  not  inform 
the  law 

We  are  respectly  sir, 

yor.  most  hble.  Servants, 
T.  PICKERING,  ^ 

DAN.  HIESTER,  Jr.,*    V  Comraissionen 
STEPHEN  BALLIET.f  ) 
Directed, 

Ills  Excellency  the  President  of  Pennsylvania  X 


Memorial — Ohas.  Simms  to  Council^  1787. 

To  his  Ezoellency  the  President  and  Supreme  Ezeontive  Comi 
of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Memorial  of  Charles  Simms  respectfully  represents  that 
memorialist  in  the  year  1775,  purchased  of  Alexander  Rof 
Pittsburgh,  Two  thousand  and  Twenty  two  acres  of  land  sitoa 
the  River  Ohio  and  Raccoon  Creek,  about  Twenty  Miles  1 
Pittsburg,  and  also  purchased  of  the  said  Ross  Nine  hundiec 
thirty-nine  Acres  of  Land,  adjoining  the  before  mentioned  L 
the  property  of  William  Dunbar,  of  Manshac  Settlement,  o 
Mississippi  River,  which  last  mentioned  Tract  the  said  Alex 
Ross  sold  to  your  Memorialist,  as  Attorney  in  fact  for  Wm.  Dv 
which  said  Land  was  part  of  the  Tracts  of  Land  Granted  h 
Chiefs  of  the  Six  Nations  to  George  Croghan,  by  Deed  bearing 
the  fourth  day  of  November,  1768.  Your  Memorialist  at  the 
he  made  the  purchase  gave  his  Bonds,  payable  at  a  future  di 
the  said  Alexander  Ross,  for  the  amount  of  the  purchase  moi 
both  the  Tracts  before  mentioned. 

Your  Memorialist  farther  represents  that  some  time  in  the 
1776  Alexander  Ross  left  Pittsburg  and  went  into  some  part  < 
British  dominions,  where  he  has  continued  ever  since,  as  your  1 
rialist  is  informed  and  believes. 

That  in  the  yfftr  1777  the  Assembly  of  Virginia  passed  ai 
declaring  all  Titles  derived  from  Indians  to  Lands  within  the 
of  that  State  to  be  void,  wliich  of  course  destroyed  your  Memori 
Title  to  the  Lands  purchased  from  Ross  and  Dunbar,  if  it  lay  i 
the  limits  of  Virginia ;  If  within  the  limits  of  Pennsylvani 
Title  was  null  and  void  by  a  Proviso  contained  in  the  Grant 
the  Six  Nations  to  Croghan.     As  the  Consideration  for  whieli 

*  He  was  elected  in  room  of  Qen.  Muhlenberg  May  22,  bat  re 
July  19,  1787,  and  Wm.  Montgomery  elected  July  23.  Col.  Reo.,  2 
214,  217,  287,  246,  248. 

f  Appointed  in  room  of  Joseph  Montgomery,  Jnno  1  St.— See  Col. 
Vol.  XV.,  p.  221. 
/  CoL  Reo.,  Vol  XV.,  p.  237. 


/ 
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Memoridist  giiTe  bis  Bonds  to  Alexander  Boss  had  thus  (kiled,  jour 
Memorialiat  oonaidered  himself  exonerated  from  the  payment 
thereof. 

Your  Memorialist  farther  represents  that  the  aforesud  Bonds  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  Commissioners  of  oonfiscated  property  for 
Westmoreland  Coonty^  who  obtained  an  attaobment  for  the  amount 
of  the  Bonda  aaainst  your  Memorialist,  which  was  layd  on  a  Traet 
of  Land  belonging  to  your  Memorialist  in  Washington  County,  the 
right  to  which  your  Memorialist  acquired  under  the  Laws  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  the  Survey  of  wbioh  is  now  in  the  Surreyor  CkneraKs 
Office  of  this  State.  upDU  which  attaobment  a  Judgment  was  obtained 
against  your  MemOTialist,  and  a  Venditioni  Exponas  issued  thereupon, 
before  your  Memorialist  knew  that  the  aforesaid  Bonds  were  in  the 
bands  of  the  Commissioners  or  within  the  State  of  Pennsylrania, 
tho'  your  Memorialist  was  well  known  to  several,  if  not  to  all  of 
the  Commisuoners.     Your  Memorialist  by  mere  accident  hearing  of 
the  proceedings  against  him  last  fall,  attended  the  Court  of  Wash- 
ington County,  and  on  entering  his  appearance  to  the  attachment, 
the  Judgment  and  Execution  were  set  aside. 

Your  Memorialist  has  reason  to  believe  that  the  Commissioners 
proceeded  against  him  in  the  manner  above  related  without  the 
Sanction  or  direction  of  the  Executive  Council  of  this  State,  and 
flatters  himself  that  they  will  put  a  stop  to  any  farther  proceedings 
agUQSt  him  on  the  aforesaid  Bonds,  for  the  following  reasons  :  Be- 
caose  Alexander  Ross  and  William  Dunbar  bad  no  Title  to  the 
Lands  which  your  Memorialist  purchased  of  them,  and  for  which 
the  aforesaid  Bonds  were  given,  therefore,  to  enforce  the  payment  of 
tbam  would  be  unjust  and  unequitable. 

Secondly.  Because  your  Memorialist  ever  was  an  Inhabitant  and 
Gitixen  of  Virginia,  the  said  Alexander  Ross  at  the  time  the  Bonds 
were  given,  also  lived  under  the  Government  of  Virginia,  and  con- 
tinued under  the  Jurisdiction  of  that  State  until  ho  went  into  the 
British  Dominions,  as  before  mentioned.  And  your  Memorialbt 
hnmbly  conceives  that  if  he  was  Justly  indebted  to  Alexander  Ross 
that  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  could  not  be  entitled  to  the  debt  in 
consequence  of  his  attainder.  As  the  right  acquii^ed  by  a  State  in 
conaeqnenoe  of  attainder  can  only  extend  to  property  within  its  own 
limits  and  Jurisdiction,  and  a  debt  is  attached  to  the  person  of  the 
<lebtor  and  must  be  considered  as  a  right  or  property  which  the 
Cieditor  has  within  the  Country  where  the  debtor  resides. 

Whether  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  in  consequence  of  the  attainder 
of  Alexander  Ross  is  entitled  to  and  can  enforce  the  pay  ment  of  debts 
<ine  to  him  from  Citizens  of  Virginia  is  a  question  which  has  rela- 
tion to  the  Jurisdiction  and  Rights  of  Government  of  the  two  States 
ud  therefore,  in  the  opinion  of  your  Memorialist,  can  only  be  dis- 
cnaied  and  settled  with  propriety  by  the  Legislative  or  Executive 
l^owers  of  the  respective  States — ^impressed  with  this  opimon,  ^Q>ut 
Hcmorialii^  pn0ODted  to  the  Ooremm:  and  Coandl  ol  \Vr^n^  «t 
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Memorial  on  the  sanie  subject  with  the  present,  which  wai  trans- 
mitted  bj  them  and  lay'd  before  the  Ezeoutive  of  this  State. 

Year  Memorialist  cannot  help  observing  that  to  be  compelled  to 
attend  the  determination  of  a  suit  which  the  CommiasionerB  hsTC 
instituted  against  him  in  a  Court  more  than  Throe  hundred  miks 
distant  from  his  place  of  residence^  is  greatly  oppressiTe.  That  at 
the  time  Alexander  Boss  and  your  Memorialist  contracted  for  the 
aforesaid  Lands  they  considered  themselves  as  Gitiiens  of  Yirginia, 
and  if  any  dispute  should  arise  between  them  in  consequence  of  the 
Contract  that  it  would  of  course  be  Tryed  and  determined  in  the 
Courts  of  that  State  where  a  Judgment  wrongfully  obtained  at  Com- 
mon Law  may  be  enjoined  in  a  Court  of  Chancery,  and  the  party 
called  to  declare,  upon  Oath,  all  circumstances  respecting  the  matter 
in  dispute,  which,  perhaps,  could  not  be  made  appear  by  any 
other  means ;  but  in  the  Sfate  of  Pennsylvania  there  is  no  Court  of 
Chancery  and  of  course  your  Memorialist  supposes  no  way  to  compel 
a  Discovery  of  facta  which  may  rest  in  the  knowledge  of  the  party 
only.  Finally,  your  Memorialist  confiding  in  the  Wisdom  and  Jus- 
tice of  your  Hon'blc  board,  submits  his  case  to  your  oonsideration, 
and  prays  your  Interposition,  and  will  ever  pray,  &c. 

CH.  SIMMS  * 

Philadelphia,  July  12th,  1787. 
Indorsedj 

Head  in  Council,  July  12th,  1787,  and  Ordered  to  be  referred  to 
the  Ilon'ble,  The  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,f  and  the  Attorney 
General,  for  their  opinion  on  the  Case. 

Having  considered  the  within  petition,  I  beg  leave  to  report  to 
the  hon'ble,  the  Supreme  Executive  Council,  That  I  am  of  opinion, 
an  action  is  maintainable  in  our  Courts  at  the  suit  of  the  Common- 
wealth, agunst  the  Memorialist,  upon  the  Bond  given  by  him  to  A. 
Ross  before  his  attainder,  and  that  the  Memorialist's  residence  out 
of  the  State  cannot  bo  pleaded  in  bar  or  abatement.  But  if  it  shall 
appear  that  the  bond  was  obtained  by  fraud,  or  without  consideration! 
he  will  receive  in  our  common  law  Courts  the  same  relief  which  bo 
could  obtain  in  a  court  of  Chancery. 

WM.  BRADFORD,  Jon. 


Ordinance  for  Government  of  North-West  TBRRrroRT, 

1787- 

An  Ordinance  for  the  Government  of  the  Territory  of  the  United 
States,  North- West  of  the  River  Ohio. 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  lliat 
the  said  territory,  for  the  purposes  of  temporary  government^  be  one 

*  See  Col  EQO.J  Vol.  XV.,  p,  242.  '\  Not  found. 
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diilriel ;  Mbjaoft^  faowefw,  to  be  divided  into  two  dutrietn^  m  future 
draamstuiocs  may,  in  the  opinioiiof  GoDgreee,  nuke  it  expedient. 

Be  it  oxdained  by  the  authority  afbreeaid.  That  the  estatee  both  of 
mident  and  non-reeideot  proprietora  in  the  said  territory,  dying 
intestate,  shall  desoend  to,  and  be  distributed  among  their  ohilclren, 
lad  the  deeeendantsof  a  deoeaaed  ohild  in  equal  parts;  the  desoen- 
duits  of  a  deseeaaed  child  or  grand-ohildy  to  take  the  share  of  their 
dasesaaed  parent  in  equal  parts  among  them  :  And  where  there 
■kail  be  so  obiMren  or  deseeodants,  Uien  in  equal  parts  to  the  next 
kin,  in  equal  degree ;  and  among  collaterals,  the  ehildren  of  a  do- 
Msssd  brother  or  sister  of  the  intestate,  shall  have  in  equal  parts 
iBOBg  thea  their  deceased  parents  share ;  and  there  shall  in  no 
case  be  a  distinction  between  kindred  of  the  whole  and  half  blood ; 
■ring  in  all  caaea  to  the  widow  of  the  intestate,  her  third  part  of 
tWrttl  estate  for  lifb,  and  one  third  part  of  the  personal  estate ;  and 
this  law  rektiTe  to  descents  and  dower,  shall  remain  in  full  forco 

until  altered  by  the  legislature  of  the  district. And  until  the 

gofsmor  and  judges  shall  adopt  laws  as  herein  after  mentioned, 
oUtes  in  the  said  territory  may  be  devised  or  bequeathed  by  wills 
in  writing,  signed  and  sealed  by  him  or  her,  in  whom  the  estate 
iDij  be,  (being  of  fiill  sge)  and  attested  by  three  witnesses ; — and 
rod  estates  may  be  conveyed  by  lease  and  release,  or  bargain  and 
lale,  ngned,  sealed,  and  delivered  by  the  person  being  of  full  age, 
in  whom  the  estate  may  be,  and  attested  by  two  witnesses,  pro* 
Tided  such  wills  be  duly  proved,  and  such  conveyances  be  acknow- 
ledged, or  the  execution  thereof  duly  proved,  and  be  recorded  within 
one  year  after  proper  magistrates,  courts,  and  registers  shall  be 
tppointed  for  that  purpose;  and  personal  property  may  be  trans- 
jerred  by  delivery,  saving,  however,  to  the  French  and  Canadian 
iakaliitants,  and  other  settlers  of  the  Kaskaskies,  Saint  Vincent's 
isd  the  neighbouring  villages,  who  have  heretofore  professed 
tliemselves  dtisens  of  Virginia,  their  laws  and  customs  now  in  force 
imong  them,  relative  to  tho  descent  and  conveyance  of  property. 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  there  shall  be 
ippoiated  from  time  to  time,  by  Congress,  a  governor,  whose 
commission  shall  continue  in  force  for  the  term  of  three  years,  unless 
sxmer  revoked  by  Congress ;  he  shall  reside  in  the .  district,  and 
juve  a  freehold  estate  therein,  in  one  thousand  acres  of  land,  while 
in  the  exorcise  of  his  office. 

There  shall  be  appointed  from  time  to  time,  by  Congress,  a 
Noetary,  whose  oommission  shall  continue  in  force  for  four  years, 
nnlcis  sooner  revoked,  he  shall  reside  in  the  district,  and  have 
I  freehold  estate  therein,  in  five  hundred  acres  of  land,  while  in  the 
exercise  of  his  offico ;  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  keep  and  preserve  the 
>flU  and  laws  passed  by  the  IcgisUture,  and  the  public  records  of 
tlM  district,  and  the  proceedings  of  the  governor  in  his  executive 
department;  and  transmit  authentic  copies  of  such  acts  atid  ^((co- 
eeedio^  ercrjrsix  months,  to  the  secretary  of  CongceMi    T\mx^ 
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shall  also  be  appointed  a  ooart  to  conaist  of  three  jadgea,  any  two  of 
whom  to  form  a  oourt,  who  shall  hare  a  common  law  jariadiotioBi 
and  reside  in  the  distriot,  and  have  each  therein  a  freehold  estate  in 
five  hundred  acres  of  land,  while  in  the  exercise  of  their  offices;  and 
their  commission  shall  continue  in  force  during  good  behavionr. 

The  governor  and  judges,  or  a  majority  <d  tfaemi  shall  adopt  and 
publish  in  the  districts,  such  laws  of  the  original  states,  criminal  and 
civil,  as  may  be  necessary,  and  best  suited  to  the  dionmstangea  of 
the  district,  and  report  them  to  Congress,  from  time  to  timoi  whicb 
laws  shall  be  in  force  in  the  district  until  the  organisation  of  the 
general  assembly  therein,  unless  disapproved  of  by  Gongreas  ;  Ibnt  after- 
wards the  legislature  shall  have  authority  to  alter  them  aa  (hey  shall 
think  fiL 

The  governor  for  the  time  being,  shall  be  commander  in  chief  of  the 
militia,  appoint  and  commission  all  officers  in  the  same,  below  the 
rank  of  general  officers ;  all  general  officers  shall  be  appointed  and 
commissioned  by  Congress. 

Previous  to  the  organization  of  the  general  assembly,  the  governor 
shall  appoint  such  magistrates  and  other  civil  officers,  in  each  ooanty 
or  township,  as  he  shall  find  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the 
peace  and  good  order  in  the  same.  After  the  general  assembly  shall 
be  organised,  tho  powers  and  duties  of  magbtrates  and  other  oiril 
officors  shall  be  regulated  and  defined  by  the  said  assembly ;  but  all 
magistrates  and  other  civil  officers,  not  herein  otherwise  directed, 
ghall  during  the  continuance  of  this  temporary  government,  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  governor. 

For  the  prevention  of  crimes  and  injuries,  the  laws  to  be  adopted 
or  made  shall  have  force  in  all  parts  of  the  district,  and  for  the  eza- 
cution  of  process,  criminal  and  civil,  the  governor  shall  make  propel 
divisions  thereof — and  he  shall  proceed  from  time  to  time,  aa  ciroom- 
stances  may  require,  to  lay  out  tho  parts  of  the  districts  in  whieb 
the  Indian  titles  shall  have  been  extinguished,  into  conntiea  and 
townships,  subject,  however  to  such  alterations  as  may  thereafter  bi 
made  by  the  legislature. 

So  soon  as  there  shall  be  five  thousand  free,  male  inhaUtantSi  of 
full  age,  in  the  district,  upon  giving  proof  thereof  to  the  governor, 
they  shall  receive  authority,  with  time  and  place,  to  elect  repreaenta' 
tives  from  their  counties  or  townships,  to  represent  them  in  the 
general  assembly ;  provided  that  for  every  five  hundred  free  mah 
inhabitants  there  shall  be  one  representative,  and  so  on  progreasivelj 
with  the  number  of  free  male  inhabitants,  shall  the  right  of  repc* 
sentation  increase,  until  the  number  of  representatives  shall  amonnl 
to  twenty-five,  after  which  the  number  and  proportion  of  repreaea 
tatives  shall  be  regulated  by  the  legislature ;  provided  that  no  per 
son  be  eligible  or  qualified  to  act  as  a  representative,  unless  he  ahal 
have  been  a  citizen  of  one  of  the  United  States  three  vears  and  bo  i 
resident  in  the  district,  or  unless  he  shall  have  resided  in^the  dii 
irJot  three  jeura,  and  in  either  oaae  «\i«iV  \Vkftii\!k^  hold  in  his  owi 
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right,  in  fee  Bimple,  two  hundred  acres  of  land  within  the  same  : — 
ProTided  also,  that  a  freehold  in  fifty  acres  of  land  in  the  diatrict, 
baTiDg  been  a  citiien  of  one  of  the  states,  and  being  resident  in  the 
district }  of  the  like  freehold  and  two  years  residence  in  the  district 
iball  be  iieoes8ai7  to  qualify  a  man  as  an  elector  of  a  representatiye. 
The  representatives  thus  elected,  shall  serve  for  the  term  of  two 
TcarSi  and  in  case  of  the  death  of  a  representative,  or  removal  from 
ofiee,  the  governor  shall  issue  a  writ  to  the  county  or  township  for 
vfaich  he  was  a  member,  to  elect  another  in  his  steady  to  serve  for 
tbe  reridue  of  the  term. 

The  general  assembly,  or  legislature,  shall  consist  of  the  gov- 
craor,  legislative  council,  and  a  house  of  representatives,  ^he 
legislative  council  shall  consist  of  five  members^  to  contintle  in  office 
lire  years,  unless  sooner  removed  by  Congress,  any  three  of  whom 
to  be  a  qnonim,  and  the  members  of  the  council  shall  be  nominated 
ud  appointed  in  the  following  manner,  to  wit :  As  soon  as  repre- 
MDtatives  shall  be  elected,  the  governor  shall  appoint  a  time  and 
place  for  them  to  meet  together,  and,  when  met,  they  shall  nominate 
ten  persons,  residents  in  the  districts,  and  each  possessed  of  a  free- 
hold in  five  hundred  acres  of  land,  and  return  their  names  to  Con- 
gren;  five  of  whom  Congress  shall  appoint  and  commission  to  serve 
u  aforesaid ;  and  whenever  a  vacancy  shall  happen  in  the  council^ 
^  death  or  removal  from  office,  the  house  of  representatives  shall 
Dominate  two  persons,  qualified  as  aforesaid,  for  each  vacancy, 
tod  return  their  names  to  Congress ;  one  of  whom  Congress  shall 
ippmot  and  commission  for  the  residue  of  the  term ;  and  every  five 
jean,  four  months  at  least  before  the  expiration  of  the  time  of  ser- 
vice of  the  members  of  Council,  the  said  house  shall  nominate  ten 
persons,  qualified  as  aforesaid,  and  return  their  names  to  Congress, 
he  of  whom  Congress  shall  appoint  and  commission,  to  serve  as 
nembers  of  the  council  five  years,  unless  sooner  removed.  And  the 
governor,  legislative  council,  and  house 'of  representatives^  shall 
btve  authority  to  make  laws  in  all  cases  for  the  good  government  of 
the  district,  not  repugnant  to  the  principles  and  articles  in  this 
ordinance  established  and  declared.  And  all  bills  having  passed  by 
a  majority  in  the  house,  and  by  a  majority  in  the  council,  shall  be 
nfened  to  the  governor  for  his  assent;  but  no  bill  or  legislative  act 
vhatever,  shall  be  of  any  force  without  his  assent.  The  governor 
riiall  have  power  to  convene,  prorogue  and  dissolve  the  general 
laaembly,  when  in  his  opinion  it  shall  be  expedient. 

The  governor,  judges,  legislative  council,  seoretiry.  and  such 
other  officers  as  Congress  shall  appoint  in  the  district,  shall  take  an 
oath  or  affirmation  of  fidelity,  and  of  office,  the  governor  before  the 
piesident  of  Congress,  and  all  other  officers  before  the  governor. 
As  soon  as  a  legislature  shall  be  formed  in  the  district,  the  council 
and  house,  assembled  in  one  room,  shall  have  authority  by  30>iiV. 
ballot  to  elect  a  delegate  to  CoDgreas.  who  shall  haye  a  Beat  in  Con- 
Vol,  XL— 8 
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gress,  with  a  right  of  debating,  but  not  of  voting  during  this  tem- 
porary goyemment. 

And  for  extending  the  fundamental  principles  of  civil  and  religious 
liberty,  which  form  the  basis  whereon  these  republioS|  their  laws 
and  constitutions  are  erected ;  to  fix  and  establish  those  principles  as 
the  basis  of  all  laws,  constitutions  and  governments,  which  forever 
hereafter  shall  be  formed  in  the  said  territory ; — to  provide  also  for 
the  establishment  of  states,  and  permanent  government  therein,  and 
for  their  admission  to  a  share  in  the  federal  councils  on  an  equal  foo^ 
ing  with  the  original  states,  at  as  early  periods  as  may  be  oonsiatent 
with  the  general  interest : 

It  is  hereby  ordained  and  declared  by  the  authority  aforesaidi 
That  the  following  articles  shall  be  considered  as  articles  of  compact 
between  the  original  states  and  the  people  and  states  in  the  said 
territory,  and  forever  remain  unalterable,  unless  by  common  oonsen^ 
to  wit : 

Article  the  First  No  person,  demeaning  himself  in  a  peaoabls 
and  orderly  manner,  shall  ever  be  molested  od  account  of  his  mode 
of  worship  or  religious  sentiments  in  the  said  terri^ry. 

Article  the  SecofiiL  The  iu habitants  of  the  said  territory  shall 
always  bo  entitled  to  the  bencGts  uf  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  and 
of  tho  trial  by  jury ;  of  a  proportionate  representation  of  the  people 
in  the  Icgiiilature,  and  of  judicial  proceedings  according  to  the  oonrse 
of  the  common  law  :  all  persons  shall  be  bailable  unless  for  capital 
offences,  where  the  proof  shall  bo  evident,  or  the  presumption  great ; 
all  fines  shall  be  moderate,  and  no  cruel  or  unusual  punuhmentB 
shall  be  inflicted;  no  man  shall  be  deprived  of  his  liberty  or 
property  but  by  the  judgment  of  his  peers,  or  the  law  of  tho  land, 
and  should  tho  public  exigencies  make  it  necessary  for  the  common 
preservation  to  take  any  person's  property,  or  to  demand  his  particu- 
lar services,  full  compensation  shall  be  made  for  the  same ;— and  ia 
tho  just  preservation  of  rights  and  property  it  is  understood  and  de- 
clared, that  no  law  ought  ever  to  be  made,  or  have  force  in  the  said 
territory,  that  shall  in  any  manner  whatever  interfere  with,  or  affect 
private  contracts  or  engagements,  bona  fide  and  without  fraud 
previously  formed. 

Article  tlve  Third,  Religion ,  morality  and  knowledge,  being  neoet- 
sary  to  good  government  and  the  happiness  of  mankind,  schools  and 
the  means  of  education  shall  forever  bo  encouraged.  The  utmost 
good  faith  shall  always  be  observed  towards  the  Indians ;  their  lands 
and  property  shall  never  bo  taken 'from  them  without  their  consent; 
and  in  their  property,  rights,  and  liberty,  they  never  shall  be  invaded 
or  disturbed,  unless  in  just  and  lawful  wars  authorised  by  Congress; 
but  laws  founded  in  justice  and  humanity  shall  from  time  to  time  be 
made,  for  preventing  wrongs  being  done  to  them,  and  for  preserving 
peace  and  friendship  with  them. 
Article  TIu  Fuurtli.  The  said  territory,  and  the  states  wbioh 
loaf  bo  formed  therein;  shall  {oreYer  rcm^wi  ^  ^iV  ^f  thu  oonfed* 
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eracj  of  the  United  States  of  America,  mibjcot  to  the  artieles  of 

confederationy  and  to  iraeh  alterations  therein  as  shall  be  constitution- 

ally  made;  and  to  all  the  acts  and  ordioances  of  the  United  States 

in  Googress  assembled,  conformable  thereto.    The  inhabitants  and 

aettJerain  the  said  territory,  shall  be  subjected  to  pay  a  part  of  the 

federal  debts  contracted  or  to  be  contracted,  and  a  proportional  part 

of  the  expenees  of  goyemment,  to  be  apportioned  on  them  by  Gon« 

gresa,  aocording  to  the  same  common  rale  and  measure  by  which 

apportionments  thereof  shall  be  made  on  the  other  states ;  and  the 

taxes  for  paying  their  proportion,  shall  be  laid  and   levied  by  the 

authority  and  direction  of  the  legislatures  of  the  district  or  districts 

or  new  states,  as  in  the  original  states,  within  the  time  agreed  upon 

by  the  United  States  in  Gongress  assembled.     The  legislatures  of 

those  districts,  or  now  states,  shall  never  interfere  with  the  primary 

disposal  of  the  soil  by  the  United  States  in  Gongress  assembled,  nor 

vith  any  regulations  Gongress  may  find  necessary  for  securing  the 

title  in  such  soil  to  the  bona  fide  purchasers.     No  tax  shall  be  im- 

posed  on  lands  the  property  of  the  United  States ;  and  in  no  case 

shall  non-resident  proprietors  be  taxed  higher  than  residents.     The 

navigable  waters  loading  into  the  Mississippi  and  St.  Lawrence,  and 

the  carrying  places  between  the  same  shall   be  common  highways, 

ind  forever  froe,  as  well  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  territory,  as  to 

the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  those  of  any  other  states  that 

nay  be  admitted  into  the  confederacy,  without  any  tax,  impost  or 

duty  therefor. 

Article  tJie  Fifth.  There  shall  be  formed  in  the  said  territory. 
Dot  less  than  three  nor  more  than  five  states ;  and  tho  boundaries  of 
the  states,  as  soon  as  Virginia  shall  alter  her  act  of  cession  and  con- 
KQt  to  the  same,  shall  become  fixed  and  established  as  follows,  to 
vit :  The  western  states  in  the  said  territory,  shall  be  bounded  by 
the  Missisippi,  the  Ohio  and  Wabash  rivers;  a  direct  line  drawn 
from  the  Wabash  and  Port  Vincent's  due  north  to  the  territorial 
line  between  the  United  States  and  Canada,  and  by  the  said  terri- 
torial line  to  the  lake  of  the  W^oods  and  Missisippi.  The  middle 
^tate  shall  be  bounded  by  the  said  direct  line,  the  W^abash  from 
Pust  Vincent's  to  the  Ohio :  by  the  Ohio,  by  a  direct  line  drawn  due 
north  from  the  mouth  of  the  Great  Miami  to  the  said  territorial  line, 
«nd  by  the  said  territorial  line.  The  eastern  state  shall  be  bounded 
hjthe  last  mentioned  direct  line,  the  Ohio,  I'eonsylvania,  and  the  said 
territorial  line  :  Provided  however,  and  it  is  further  understood  and 
declared,  that  the  boundaries  of  these  three  states,  shall  be  subject  so 
far  to  be  altered,  that  if  Congress  shall  hereafter  find  it  expedient,  they 
shall  have  authority  to  form  one  or  two  states  in  that  part  of  the  said 
territory  which  lies  north  of  an  east  and  west  line  drawn  through  the 
cootherly  bend  or  extreme  of  lake  Michigan:  and  whenever  any  of 
the  said  states  shall  have  sixty  thousand  free  inhabitants  theteiti, 
nch  itate  shall  be  admitted  by  its  delegates  into  the  Conffres^  ol  \\ie 
United  Stmiet^  4m  Ma  eqatd  footing  with  the  origiiiil  ataVoa  \ik' 
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ftll  respects  whateTer;  and  shall  be  at  liberty  to  form  a  permanent 
eoostitation  and  state  goTemment ;  Provid^  the  oonstitntion  and 
goTemment  so  to  be  formed^  shall  be  republiean,  and  in  conformity 
to  the  principles  contained  in  these  articles ;  and  so  for  aa  it  can  be 
consistent  with  the  general  interest  of  the  confoderacy,  such  ad- 
mission shall  be  allowed  at  an  earlier  period,  and  when  there  may  be  a 
less  number  of  free  inhabitants  in  the  state  than  sixty  thonaand. 

Article  the  Sixth.  There  shall  be  neither  slavery  nor  inrc^nntuy 
servitude  in  the  said  territory,  otherwise  than  in  punishment  of 
crimes  whereof  the  party  shall  have  been  duly  convicted  :  Provided 
always,  that  any  person  escaping  into  the  same,  from  whom  labor  or 
service  is  lawfully  claimed  in  any  one  of  the  original  states,  such 
fugitive  may  be  lawfully  reclaimed  and  conveyed  to  the  person 
claiming  his  or  her  labor  or  service  as  aforesaid. 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  resolutions  of 
the  28d  of  April.  1784,  relative  to  the  subject  of  this  ordinancci  be, 
and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed  and  declared  null  and  void. 

Done  by  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  the  Idth  day 
of  July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1787,  and  of  their  sovereignty  and 


independence  the  12th. 


CHA.  THOMSON,  Secy. 


Secretary  of  Congress  to  Pres.  Franklin,  1787. 

(Copy.) 

Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress, 

July  7, 1787. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  since  my  last, 
seveo  States  have  assembled,  but  as  your  State  is  still  unrepresented 
in  Congress  I  have  it  in  command  to  request  that  your  £xcellency 
will  be  pleased  in  a  most  effectual  way  to  urge  the  immediate  at- 
tendance of  your  Delegates  as  business  of  the  greatest  importance 
is  neglected  through  their  non  attendance. 

with  the  greatest  respect^  &c. 


Office  of  Secretary  of  Congres, 

July  14th,  1787. 
Sir, 

The  above  is  a  Copy  of  my  last — I  have  now  the  honor  to  trans- 
mit to  your  ExccUcQcy  herewith   inclosed   an   act  of  the   12th, 
toacbiag  thoae  oAcers  who  may  be  entitled  to  pensions;  and  an. 
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Ordinance  puaed  jeaterdaj  for  the  governnieni  of  the  territory  of 

tkd  United  SuteB  north  west  of  the  Biver  Ohio.* 
r  with  the  greatest  respect, 

K  I  ha?e  the  honor  to  be, 

&  yonr  Excellency's 

most  obedient  &  most  hum.  serv't, 

CHA.  THOMSON. 
^       DirteUd, 

His  Excellenoy^  The  President  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pen- 


^--i 


Chas.  Simms  to  Gbn.  Muhlenberg,  1787. 


DeirGen'l, 

The  point  or  question  which  I  wish  the  Honbl.  Council  of  this 
state  to  determine  is  whether  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  is  intitled 
to  the  debts  due  from  the  Citizens  of  Virginia  to  Alexander  Ross 
in  consequence  of  his  attainder.f  The  Att'y  Gen'l  in  his  report  does 
not  explicitly  determine  that  question — ho  says  that  my  residence 
oat  of  the  state  cannot  be  pleaded  in  Bar  or  abatement  of  the  suit 
commenced  against  me — perhaps  it  would  not  bo  considered  as  a 
jTood  plea  in  the  Courts  in  this  State — every  question  respecting  the 
lights  or  Jurisdiction  of  a  State  must  be  considered  as  a  question  of 
importance — and  to  prevent  any  dispute  or  disagreement  between 
Sister  States  respecting  Jurisdiction  a  question  of  that  sort  ought  to 
be  determined  in  an  amicable,  Just  and  equitablo  manner — and  as 
there  [are]  a  number  of  Gentlemen  attending  the  Convention  of  great 
ibilities  I  hope  the  Council  will  agree  to  refer  the  matter  so  &r  as 
relates  to  their  right  to  the  debt  claimed  of  me  in  consequence  of 
Boss's  attainder  to  some  of  those  gentlemen. 

The  governor  of  Virginia  will  name  some  gentlemen,  and  the 
£xeeotive  others,  should  they  think  proper  to  determine  the  matter 
in  this  way.     I  have  mentioned  the  subject  to  him,  he  thinks  it  a 

Cper  way  to  settle  that  point,  and  observed  that  in  a  dispute 
veen  the  State  of  Virginia  and  a  Mr.  Nathan,  a  Citizen  of  this 
iute,the  matter  was  submitted  to  some  gentlemen  in  Maryland — he 
promised  to  mention  the  subject  to  Doct.  Franklin  and  I  have  little 
doobt  but  it  will  meet  with  his  approbation.  I  have  mentioned  the 
■object  to  Mr.  Smilie  and  he  expressed  his  approbation  of  the  mode 
of  determining  the  point — indeed  I  can't  see  that  any  objection  can 
nisonably  be  made  by  any  person  to  the  proposal — as  no  Tribunal 
'^  established  for  the  determination  of  any  dispute  between  two 
Etites  relative  to  Jurisdiction  or  Rights  of  government,  it  can  only 
be  amicably  determined  in  the  way  proposed.  I  have  no  doubt  but 
tkat  I  shall  receive  Justice  in  tho  Courts  of  Pennsylvania  a\iO\)i^ 
♦  See  pege  1&2.  f  See  page  IGO. 
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the  aiiit  be  brought  to  a  Trjal  here — but  there  realj  appears  to  me 
to  be  some  impropriety  in  the  state  suiDg  a  Citiaen  of  another  state 
in  its  own  Court. 

I  have  nothing  to  add  respecting  the  Gironmstanoes  attendins  my 
Case  only  that  the  Land  Rosa  sold  to  me  was  always  considered 
within  the  Limits  of  Virginia  untill  the  Compact  entered  into  be- 
tween Virginia  and  Pensylvania  in  the  year  1780 — and  Ross  him- 
self lived  under  the  Jurisdiction  and  was  a  Citizen  of  Virginia  untill 
he  Joined  the  British  Government,  so  that  if  debts  due  to  him  from 
Citizens  of  Virginia  became  forfeited  in  consequence  of  his  joining 
the  British  government,  they  were  forfeited  to  the  state  of  Virginia. 
I  hope  you  will  excuse  the  trouble  I  give  you  in  this  business. 
X  am,  Dear  Sir, 

with  much  esteem 

your  obed't  Hbl.  serv't, 

CHA.  SIMMS.* 
Philadelphia,  July  17th,  1787. 
Directed^ 
The  Hon'ble  Gcnl.  Muhlenberg,  Phikdelphia. 


Trustees  op  Loan  Office  to  Council,  1787. 

To  His  Excellency  the  President  and  Supreme  Executive  Council 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

Agreeable  to  the  request  of  your  Honors,  we  return  you  the  fol- 
lowing Sums  of  Money,  secured  by  Mortgages  to  the  General  Loan 
Office  of  the  Commonwealth  aforesaid,  on  which  the  Payments  duo 
since  the  first  Day  of  November  last,  have  not  been  made,  by  tho 
Inhabitants  of  the  several  Counties,  vizt., 

City  and  County  of  Philadelphia £8,130 

Bucks  County 1,815 

Chester  Ditto  1,870 

Lancaster  &  Dauphin  Dittos 4,195 

York  Ditto 1,060 

Cumberland  Ditto 2,110 

Northampton  Ditto 1,465 

Berks  Ditto 2,085 

Bedford  Ditto 950 

Northumberland  Ditto 1,110 

Westmoreland  Ditto 520 

Washington  Ditto 980 

Fayette  Ditto 740 

Franklin  Ditto 1,850 

Montgomery  Ditto 1,000 

£24,380 
*  See  page  160,  also  Col.  Uec.,  Vol.  XV.,  p  242. 


'A  IM  of  NUnrtif  of  thg  doHiMpieBt  Mortgtjpir^  k'liylo'oo^  iM 
mi¥  to  be  doliteiiBd  to  toot  Hoqoi^  #hon  jba  plbn6  to  brier  it; 
«r  wnre  alreedj  iseoed  eerenl  Preeepts  for  Sttle  of  Mndrj  dello- 
fMrt  Hort{pg6n  Bitatee  sikd  sliall atilleotttiikiii  the aiime. 
We  lYO  with  doe  Re^peet 

your  very  H'ble  Seiyt,       ' 

GEORGB  8CBL08SBR,  >  m^.,^ 
RQBRBT  SMITH.  j  Tnwteei. 

Cliilid'e,  July  20th,  1787. 


SSOBRABT  OF  COKOBESS  TO  PaSS.  FbAHKLOT,  1787/ 

'■   .  •      '        ' .   ''  '■  '-A      ^    ' 

(Ciitmlar.)  "         - 

Office  of  Seeretary  of  Congress, 

Jnly25t!i>lT87. 

ffir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Ezoellency  herewith' 
adoeed  an  aet  passed  the  28d,  by  the  Unitsd  States  in  Conmss 
lasembled,  limiting  the  time  for  all  persons  having  unliqui&ted 
eUims  against  the  confederacy  to  exhibit  such  claims  for  adjust- 
iDent ;  as  all  accounts  not  exhibited  within  the  limited  times,  will 
be  precluded  from  settlement  or  allowance.  I  have  to  request  the 
mr  of  your  Kzcelleticy  to  cause  this  act  to  be  published,  that  all 
tbe  Citinns  of  your  state  whom  it  eoneems  may  have  notice  thereof. 
With  the  greatest  Respect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  Excellency's 
most  obedient  and 

most  Hblo.  Servt, 

CHA.  THOMSOIf. 

Hit  Exoellenoyi  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


SSCRRABT  OF  FOBEIQK  AFFAIRS  TO  PbBS.  FrANKUM'. — 

SiGHAiiS  WITH  Morocco,  1787. 

(Circular.) 
New  York  office  for  foreign  affairs, 
_  27th  July;  1787. 

I  have  the  Honor  of  transmitting  to  Your  Excellency  VieTe(«\\.\i 
^^^^^9  a  copj  of  tbe  sigmUa  agreed  upon  between  ttke  \3ii\\ft4 
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States  and  the  Emperor  of  Horocoo,  by  whioh  their  retpeotivi 
vessels  are  to  be  known  to  each  other  at  sea.  The  Design,  Sir,  a 
sending  jon  this  Paper  is,  that  such  American  Masters  of  yessoli 
as  may  make  voyages  from  yonr  Oommonwealth,  in  the  oonrse  o 
which  they  may  expect  to  meet  with  Cruisers  from  Morocco,  ma^ 
be  supplied  with  copies. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  great  Respect,  Tour 

Excellency's  most  obdt. 

and  humble  Servant, 

JOHN  JAY. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency,  the  President  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn 
sjlvania. 
Indortedf 

1787,  July  27th.  Prom  The  Honble  John  Jay,  Esquire,  SecV 
of  foreign  affairs,  inclosing  the  signals  to  be  used  between  tb 
United  States  and  Morocco. 

Read  in  Council  January  15th  1787,  and  copy  sent  to  Doeto 
Phile. 

(Copy. 

The  following  signals  are  agreed  upon  between  Commodore  Rai 
Farache  on  the  part  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Moroceo,  and  tb 
Honble  Thomas  Barclay,  Esq  ,  agent  for  the  United  States  o 
America  on  their  part,  to  the  end  ihat  the  vessels  of  both  Partie 
may  be  known  to  each  other  at  sea. 
For  vessels  of  two  or  three  Masts. 

In  the  Day,  a  blue  Pendant  is  to  be  hoisted  on  the  end  of  th* 
main  yard ;  and  in  the  night,  a  Lantern  is  to  be  hoisted  on  the  sam* 
place. 
For  vessels  of  one  Mast  only. 

In  the  Day,  a  blue  Pendant  is  to  be  hoisted  at  the  Mast  Head 
and  in  the  Night  a  Lantern  is  to  be  hoisted  on  the  Ensign  Staff. 

Done  at  Morocco,  the  Ninth  Day  of  the  Month  of  Ramadan,  ii 
the  year  one  thousand  two  hundred. 

(Signed,)  RAIS  FARACHE, 

THOMAS  BARCLAY. 


Smauxw  ov  OdmBiss  to  Vasi  Aumainr/ 1787. 

(Oiroolar.)  ^; 

Qffioe  of  SeoreUry  cdF  OoiignK 

r^tfy  SUt,  i787i   . 

sfr,  •....-■      ■■■;       ■     •: 

Heie  bwag  by  loeid^nt  an  omianon  of  iha  imd  '^  ffiMqiitelf"  itr 
tbeiei of  ChmgreH^  iriiioh  I  kad  Ao  konor  to  trniimit  to  Tooip- 
BneUenoy  on  the  26Ui^  I  tike  the  eadieat;  opportunity  of  reojSfjf^ 
ingthe  emr  by  tnuMiiuttiii^  h^iewiA  aiiother  tuthentia  eopy  of 
ikfi  Ao^  aad  have  the  hoaor  to  be^ 
Toor  Sxoelleiioy^s 
mart  obedient  and 

linoet  humble  aerraiiL  ;;    *"' 

'  OHA.  «H0M60]*.  " 

Hh  ExeeBeneyi  The  Preaident  of  Pennsylvania. 


LiBUT*  Col.  Habmab  to  Prbs.  Franklin,  1787.* 

Camp  at  Post  Vincennesi 

August  7th,  1787. 

Sr, 

I  hive  the  konor  to  Enclose  to  your  Ezcellenoy  &  the  honorable 
nte  ConseO,  a  return  of  the  Pennsylvania  troops  in  the  Scrviee  of 
tk  Uaited  States  dated  this  day. 

Gtpttin  Vinney  having  written  to  me  that  it  is  his  wish  to  retire 
^  Servioe,  there  will  consequentl v  be  a  Vacancy  for  an  Eosign-*- 
I  therefore  beg  Leave  to  recommend  to  your  Excellency  &  the  hcn- 
<^k  Cooncu  M'  Robert  Thompson  (a  Son  of  the  Late  General 
IWpson's)  to  fill  the  same. 
i  have  tlie  honor  to  be, 

with  the  highest  esteem  &  respect, 
Your  Sxcellenoy's  &  The 

honorable  Council's  most  hble.  &  obed'  Serv', 
JOS.  HABMAB, 
L«  Col.  Com*  1-'  U.  S.  Reg. 

Hii  Bxoellency  Benjamin  Franklin,  Esq.,  President,  &  The 
Wblethe  Supreme  Executive  Council,  Peons^lvania. 

General  Harmar's  Letter— Read  NovV21st,  r*87,  mc\0R\n%  ^ 
'^Ukiu  of  the  Tjvops. 

8*    ^ 
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vmuasmiosuL  mBBvxmxun       an 

r  Aug.  9, 1787- 
Br, 
I  Ikft  amlbllT  peroaed  jour's  dated  the  first  of  Sept.,  [  f  ]  ft  think 

fur  poliej  good — with  regard  to  letting  the  Towns  on  the  Tioga. 
Ihhk  H  keat  thai'  It  dMmld  U  dona  isinadialely)  that  m^  £n 
ihi goea on  ini^ immediateiy  oeoapj hia owa  ihna.  Ya^froqisaetriJ 
M  te  ffspair  to  the  Vii«a  without  loas  of  timi»  but  I  lUab  if  jroir 
iMMMidar  tba  asattar  ]Foa  will  dat#rmine  to  the  ooBtnfjr^Tfprlafls 
Mible  that  if  I  at  present  leaver  hone  for  abj  eoasidaiiblplhae 
thm  will  be  Ho  possibility  of  mj  throwing  oa  nanrwstdera  tMa 
liUyfar  wUeh  reaaon  I  shall  aol  go  ob  at  prweat,  ImtldMarsaiaef 
ftoez«tBijsetf  totha^tmoat  IbthrewoDaettMsftl  thfcafc  Jiriiall 
Msd  OB  a  ntj  eaMdend)b  munbelr  this  &11  ft  fti-a  ..pUca  to  ill  (jbsr 
Coiatiy  hi  tha spnof^yonr  poficnr  will  ao«Mbtadl/iDd|Mt> j9a*ta 
Mtwlerpfoviafaas  tfrbaeamsdmoi  your  asttlsment^iltal  sbof^ 
ill  I  most  eameatly  adTise  yon  to  erash  your  enamies  ft  paprsae 
tiMm  to  the  pit  ft  depend  I  will  assist  yom  so  far  aa  in  my  powiiir  ft 
tUl  ezpeet  that  wheh  I  hear  fkwB  yon  sgsini  there  will  net  be  an 
Acii  found  in  yonr  Ca»p  ft  trust  yoo  will  not  suffer  the  anfaal- 
Imd  fiMt  of  a  Peoimita  to  tread  on  the  Land  whioh  the  Lord  hath- 
given  jott.  I  tan,  Bvt,  with  Reapeot^ 

yr.  mo.  obedient  humble  Servant^ 

CALBB  BENTON. 
K.  B. — Pleaae  to  present  my  eompliments  to  Major  Jenkins  ft 
kbm  him  I  am  determined  that  his  God  shall  be  my  Ood. 
[Letter  Book,  VoL  I.,  p.  422.] 


Secrxtabt  of  Congbbss  to  Pkes.  Fbakklin,  1787. 

(Oiroular.) 
Offioe  of  Seeretary  of  GongresSi 

August  10th|  1787. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  herewith  en- 
(Wd  a  state  of  the  representation  in  Congress  for  the  month  of 
Joly.  By  this  and  the  former  statements  your  Excellency  will  see 
^kat  nnee  the  first  Monday  In  November  last  the  United  States 
U?e  Dot  been  represented  more  than  three  days  by  10  StafeSi 
^inj  days  by  9  Statea  and  forty  days  by  7  and  8  States.  I  submit 
^ia  to  the  consideration  of  your  Excellencyi 
and  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  the  greatest  respect 

your  Excellency's  most  obedient  ft 

most  humble  servant, 
'^'^H  CHA.  THOHaO^. 

^it EioeJlcDef,  The  Preadent  of  Peonsylyania. 
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TncoTHT  PioKEBiNa  TO  Prbs.  FRAKXxnry  1787. 

WilkeBborgy  Gonntv  of  Luserne, 

Aag't  18, 1787. 
Sir, 

A  letter  from  a  friend  adraed  me  that  Connoil  had  appoinled 
William  Montgomery,  Eeq'r,  a  Gommismoner  to  examine  the  eltims 
of  Uie  Conneoticat  Settlers  in  .this  Connty,  in  the  room  of  Genl. 
Heiater,  resigned.*  I  had  an  opportunity  of  writing  to  Mr.  Mont- 
goneiy  to  inform  him  of  it,  or  rather  to  urge  his  aooeptanoe  of  tho 
office.  I  rec'd  his  answer  last  evening ;  by  which  I  find  that  my 
letter  which  reached  him  last  Thursday  gave  him  the  first  notice  of 
his  appobtment.  He  has  consented,  nay  determined,  to  serve.  I 
ezprened  my  opinion  to  him,  that  not  only  the  peaoe  of  this  county, 
bat  perhaps  of  the  state,  depended  on  an  immediate  execution  of 
the  ttw  for  confirming  the  Connecticut  titles.  The  uneasinesB  of 
the  people  at  the  delays  which  have  happened  is  greater  than  I 
couM  have  imagined ;  and  John  Franklin  and  his  adherents  are 
very  industrious  to  infuse  suspicions  into  thd  minds  of  the  settlers 
that  these  delays  are  designed,  and  that  the  law  will  never  be 
carried  into  execution.  Until  this  law  begins  to  operate,  to  unde- 
ceive the  people,  misled  by  Franklin's  predictions  and  falsehoods, 
the  execution  of  the  laws  in  general  will  be  difficult.  The  people, 
with  such  doubts  on  their  minds,  will  be  averse  from  aiding  the 
sheriff  and  magistrates,  or  yield  them  but  a  faint  support. 

If  Mr.  Montgomery's  commission  should  have  beon  forwarded,  I 
pray  that  a  certificate  of  the  appointment,  duly  authenticated,  may 
be  furnished  to  Mr.  Evans  who  will  return  hither  without  delay  ; 
and  that  certificate  forwarded  to  Mr.  Montgomery  ^if  his  commis- 
sion should  not  sooner  reach  him,)  would  authorise  his  coming 
hither  k  being  sworn ;  for  which  reason,  Colo.  Denison  (who  was 
going  to  attend  in  Council,)  will  remain  here,  to  administer  the  oath 
to  Mr.  Montgomery;  because  the  law  requires  that  it  be  taken 
before  one  of  the  Council,  or  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Coiirt. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

veiy  respectfully  sir, 

your  Excellency's  obed't  servant, 

TIMOTHY  PICKERING. 

His  ExccUeney  the  President  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
*  See  page  160. 


y.  p.  BxDSUio  Bnrani  Bkusn^  1787^  :.'.-•• 

Philad'a,  Angiisl  17th^  1787. 
&>>  > 

If  im  ihoiild  not  IiaTe  set  off  fiur  WilkeabiBrrj  l^fim  joa  nome 
thiiy  Comiml  raquest  ;oa  will  prooeedl  with  Mr.  Sfaoa-4li«  aStai,., 
tioQ  of  dEun  in  tbe  tetttoneBt'  nqoir^fl  there  ahonld  be  ai  Utthf 
delaj  ai  ^OHiUa. — ^If  aajthiag  alioald  kappeii  to  prafMii.jroiurj 
attending^  infora  OoomI  by  ihp  Sat  aggasiwitj^  Uiat  ipe  nugr  f^ 
point  aome  parMD  in  joqr  room. 

ImBir,  .     : 

joiv  obedient  and  yerj  biitoble  JSeryint,; 

OHASIiBS  BIDDLB, 

y.I^nttdent  / 

wyy M-^ 

Stepben  Balliet,  Biq'r. 


y.  V.   BiDDLB  TO  T.  PiCKKBISay  1787. 

In  Conneili 
Fhiladelpbia,  Angost  ITib^  1787. 
Sir, 

Your  letter  to  Oomoil  of  the  ISih*  in8t.|  was  this  day  reoeived 
by  Mr.  ETans.  Oonneil  wrote  to  Mr.  Montgomery  the  day  after 
bia  appointment,  and  a  eommission  was  sent  for  him  oy  Mr.  BalHot, 
who  we  expected  would  have  been  with  yon  before  the  date  of  yonr 
letter,  we  now  send  another  CommisBion  for  him,  yon  ean  eancd 
one  of  them. 

We  have  been  informed  that  aome  people  at  Hndaon.  in  the 
aettlement  are  determined  to  oppose  the  ezeention  of  the  Law ;  aa 
goTemment  is  doing  e?ery  thing  they  can  to  satisfy  the  settlers  we 
hope  there  is  no  foundation  for  what  we  have  heard ;  however,  yon 
had  better  be  on  your  gnard,  and  attentive  to  the  proceedings  of 
any  person  or  persons  in  the  settiement,  yon  snspect  of  being  nn« 
friendly  to  Government 

I  am,  Sir,  Yonr 

obedient  and  very 

humble  servant, 

CHARLES  BIDDLE, 

V.  President 

Timothy  Pickering,  Esq. 

*  Seepage  176. 
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tmoB  OH  BonHDAu^Iiin  20  OorafiLy  1787. 

Obeervatory  on  the  W«ii'rid0  of  Conawango^ 

>iigiisl  29di,  1787. 
'i      .  _.  .  ' 

'  idke  fhe  earliest  opportunitj  we  bare  hki  xit  mffUMbg 
\  with  the  progMB  we  have  made  in  the  bneinen  whitth  yon  have 
natod  to  ni.  W^  arrived  at  the  Oawwaniehee  Fhta  ob  the  11th 
rf' Janoi  where  the  90th  mile-atone  was  aet  up- hat  eeaaov.— 
» Snaqnehannah  was  remarkably  low,  whieh  prevented  ettr  Boats 
king  the  necessary  expedition.  From  the  90ih  infle-stone  we 
I  onr  Inatmments  np  the  Thyesa  in  Canoes  aboot  W  milea ;  onr 
iteiHsarriage  tiben  ftiled,  and  we  had  reeonrse  to  onr  Paek-Horaes, 
nt  the  •imggednees  of  dbe  country  at  the  Heads  of  the  Snsqne- 
uiDaK|  Ctoneaeeo  and  Allegany  Riversi  sooned  kiUed|  and  ren- 
fdeied  useless  about  two-thiids,  but  fortunately  for  our  bwinesSi 
when  the  Horses  failed^  we  found  ourselves  on  %  spuU  branch  of 
the'  Allegany  River ;  necessity  then  pointed  out  the  nroprietv  of 
nseing  water-carriage  as  much  as  possiolei  we  immediately  set  aoont 
making  canoeS|  and  by  the  spirited  exertions  of  our  men,  with  no 
other  implements  than  three  fhUing  Axes,  two  or  three  Tomahawk8| 
and  a  Ghiseli  1}  Inch  wide,  we  hul  com  pleated  in  six  daya  for  the 
use  of  our  Pennsylvania  party  6  excellent  Canoes,  two  of  which 
are  between  40  and  50  feet  in  leneth.  These  Canoes  with  our 
Storesi  Instruments  and  Baggage,  we  hauled  10  miles  down  a  shal- 
low atieai9  to  the  main  Allegany  River,  our  p^rQgress  now  bepan.  to 
appear  less  difficult,  and  we  prepared  to  proceed  down  the  lUipr  to 
^  proper  place  for  correcting  the  random  Line  by  astronomical  obeer- 
vaUoni  but  tha  day  preoeeding  our  intended  movement^  w^k  vera 
ordered  by  the  Indians  to  discontinue  the  Line  'till  sl^  ^.Tftptv 
should  be  held.  We  met  them  at  the  time  and  place  aiqpouitaay 
explained  the  nature  and  popriety  of  the  buaineaa  we  werf  abpnti 
and  finally  permitted  to  proceed.  We  have  notwitl^stan^^  thosa 
diSoaltiesy  oompleated  the  Line  to  the  167  mile-stone  ^pom  |he 
Delaware,  and  expect  to  have  28  miles  more  finished  in-  a  &w  dajf^ 
and  the  fullest  expectation  of  finishiog  the  business  this  aeasen  in 
good  time,  if  not  impeded  by  some  uncommon  difficulty  or  aod- 
dent. 

We  have  the  Honour  to  he, 

Your  very  Hbl.  Servants, 

ANDW.  ELLICOTT, 
ANDREW  PORTER. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency,  the  President  and  Supremo  £xeottti?o  Council 
PeaofifJvania. 
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v.. P.  BiBBLB  TO  Z.  BUTLEB,  1787. 

In  Goaneil, 
Philadelphia^  September  Ist^  1787. 
Sir, 

HaTing  the  Qtmost  relisnee  upon  yotnr  Tfgilanoe,  and  atta^bmenl 
to  the  Btate,  Goancil  have  appointed  yon  Lieutenant  of  the  County 
of  Lnseme.^  Should  any  person  be  so  wicked  as  to  attempt  to  dis- 
turb the  settlement,  yon  may  rely  upon  the  snpporb  of  government 
in  any  legal  measures  yon  may  find  necessary  to  preserve  the  peace 
of  the  County. 

Yon  are  to  hold  the  Election  for  officers  for  the  Militia  as  soon 
as  yoQ  eao  agreeable  to  law. 
I  am.  Sir,  Your 

obedient  and  very 

humble  Servant,  • 

CHARLES  BIDDLE, 
•  Vice  President. 


V.   P.    BiDDLB  TO   T.   PlCKERINO   &   S.   BaLLIET,   1787. 

In  Council, 
Philadelphia,  September  the  1st,  1787. 
Gentlemeni 

Notwithstanding,  Government  are  taking  every  measure  in  their 
power  to  satisfy  the  people  of  Luseme,  we  are  informed  some 
wicked  persons  are  endeavouring  to  deceive  the  people  and  prevent 
the  execution  of  the  Law.  Understanding  that  John  Franklin  is  at 
the  head  of  this  opposition,  we  have  thought  it  necessary  to  send  a 
warrant  to  apprehend  him.  If  you  are  of  opinion  it  will  tend  to 
preserve  the  peace  of  the  Country,  you  can  have  it  executed  during 
the  sitting  of  tho  Court,  however,  we  leave  you  to  judge  of  the 
time  it  should  be  executed,  or  if  you  think  it  advisable  yon  may 
have  it  suppressed. 

You  may  assure*  the  people  of  the  county,  that  every  encoursge- 
ment  will  be  given  to  the  Peaceable  Citizens,  and  that  those  who  may 
occasion  any  dbturbance  in  the  settlement  shall  bo  prosecuted  with 
the  utmost  rigour  of  the  Law. 
I  am.  Sir,  Your 

obedient  and  very 

humble  servant, 

CHA.  BIDDLE, 
Vice  Vrettvdeiil. 

*  See  Col  Reo.,  Vol  XV.,  p.  M4. 
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Secrbtart  Of  OoNOBiBS  TO  Pres.  FrajrkliN)  1787. 

Office  of  Secretary  of  Gongremy 

Sept.  8d,  1787. 
Sir, 

I  haye  the  honor  to  trawimit  to  your  EzoelleDoy  herewith  endoeed 
a  state  of  the  Repreeentation  in  Congress  for  the  Month  of  Angnat 
last — ^and  am. 

With  the  greatest  respect. 

Tour  Ezoelleno/s  most  obedient 
&  most  Humble  servant, 

GHAS.  THOMSON.* 
His  Ezoellenoyi  The  President  of  Pensylvania. 


T.  PiCKBRiNo  TO  Prbs,  Franklin,  1787. 

Wilkesboroughy  Sept.  5,  1787. 
Sir, 

I  was  honored  with  a  letter  from  Council,  inclosing  a  commission 
for  Col.  Butler,  whom  they  have  been  pleased  to  appoint  lieutenant 
of  this  county.  It  arrived  opportunely.  The  Col.  accepted  the 
Commission,  which,  by  permission,  I  read  in  the  County  Court,  is 
the  hearing  of  the  grand  &  traverse  juries,  &  the  spectators  ;  and  in 
open  court  I  also  tulministered  to  him  the  oaths  of  alle^ance  &  of 
office,  and  read  the  Counoirs  letter  to  him,  repeating,  with  an  em- 
phasis, that  part  in  which  the  aid  of  government  is  promised  in  sup- 
port of  the  peaceable  inhabitants  of  the  county. 

Franklin  &  Jenkins  were  at  Tioga  last  Monday ;  and  on  Tneaday 
were  to  sit,  with  Beach  &  others,  to  receive  &  examine  the  claima  <n 
the  inhabitants  in  that  quarter  to  the  lands  in  their  possession; 
agreeably  to  an  advertisement  posted  up  at  Tioga  by  their  order.  A 
Col.,  Mclnster,  from  Hudson,  (Claverac)  and  one  Allen,  from 
Rhode  Island,  are  said  to  have  met  them  there.  I  have  a  deposition 
declaring  that  one  of  their  company  confessed  that  their  plan  was  to 
erect  an  independent  state.  This  deponent's  information  came  from 
the  person  to  whom  the  confession  was  made.  Another  person 
arrived  this  evening  from  Tioga,  but  t  am  not  informed  what  intel- 
ligence he  brings.     Two  of  the  Justices  here  intend  shortly  to  be  in 


# 

Represented- 
6 
6 

-2 

days  by 

3  »* 

4  " 

2  States. 

1 

>t 

7.  8,  0. 

,  10  each. 

vmrmw4fm  ABfiowm-rmn 


Phibd«lphitp  bj  whon  I  will  oommvDieRto  pvtiealarly,  vluitever 
diall  appnur  worth  j  of  die  nodoe  of  Ihe  OounoiL 
I  have  Km  hpaor  to  be,  Sir^ 

Toor  nupt  obedient  eerrtnt, 

P.  8.    GooDoil'B  letter  to  the  GommiMionen  was  abo  xeedfed 
by  Mr.  Niehole.    ... 

Hia  beelleiiey;  Th%  PreeideBt  of  the  State  of  Anna^h 


Chiboui  Ikmas  YtouMS  XQ  Fuss.  F&ASStfii,  178T./' 

Srothepi 

I  am  in  hopes  my  Brothers  &  the  Beloyed  men  near  the  water  side 
will  heare  from  me.  This  di^  I  filled  the  pipes,  that  tbej  smoaked  in 
piece^  and  I  am  in  hopes  the  smoake,  has  Reached  up  to  the  skiea 
aiboTO.  I  here  send  yon  a  piece  of  the  same  Tobacco,  and  am  in 
hopes  v(m  ft  yonr  Beloved  men  will  smoake  it  in  Friendship — and 
I  am  glad  in  my  heart  that  I  am  the  mother  of  men  that  will  smoak 
it  in  piece. 
Brother, 

I  am  in  hopes  if  yon  Righdy  condder  it  that  woman  is  the  mother 
of  All — and  that  woman  Does  not  pnll  Children  out  of  Trees  or 
Scamps  nor  out  of  M  Logs,  bnt  ont  of  their  Bodies,  so  that  they 
ought  to  mind  what  a  woman  says,  and  look  apon  her  as  a  mother 
— and  I  have  Taken  the  privelage  to  Speak  to  you  as  my  own  Ghil* 
dren,  &  the  same  as  if  von  had  sacked  my  Breast — and  I  am  in 
hopes  ^on  have  a  beloved  woman  amongst  yon  who  will  help  to  pat 
her  Children  B%ht  if  they  do  wrong,  as  I  shall  do  the  utme-r-the 
great  men  have  all  promised  to  Keep  the  path  clear  &  straight,  as 
my  Children  shall  Keep  the  path  dear  ft  white  so  that  the  Mes- 
sengers  shall  go  ft  come  in  safety  Between  as — the  old  people  is 
never  done  TalSiDs  to  their  Children — which  makes  me  say  so  maeh- 
as  I  do.  The  Talk  ^ou  sent  to  me  was  to  talk  to  my  Children, 
whioh  I  have  done  this  day,  and  they  all  liked  my  Talk  well,  which 
I  am  in  hopes  yon  will  heare  from  me  Every  now  &  then  that  I  keep, 
mj  ChiUfeii  in  pieee--^ha'  I  aai  a  woman  giving  ^onthis  Talk,  l' 
aa  ia  hopes  thsi  you  and  all  the  Beloved  men  in  Cong^as  wUL 
pay  partioolaf  Attention  to  it,  as  I  am  Delivering  it  to  yea  from  the 
Botten  of  aj  hea^  that  thev  wiU  Lay  this  on  the  white  stool  in 
CoDg^eas,  wishing  them  all  well  ft  soeeess  in  all  their  nndertakings— 
I  h«ki  fitft  tha  gQ#d!IUk  I  Beoeived  from  yoa  my  Biothati  tbAV^uiSkm 
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joa  kindly  for  yoar  good  Talksi  &  your  presents,  &  the  kind 
usage  jou  gave  to  my  son. 

From  KATTEUHA, 

The  Beloved  woman  of  Ghota. 
Moses  Price  k  Tom  Ben,  Linchesters. 
8th  Sept.,  1787. 
Indonedj 

From  Kaattahce,  Scolecutta  and  Kaattahee,  Indian  Women. 
His  Ezcellenoyi  Benjamin  Franklin,  Governor  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 


Rec.  of  Mr.  John  Nicklcson,  Comtrollcr  Gen.  of  the  state  of  Penn- 
sylvania, hy  the  hands  of  Alexander  Dromgoole,  2  Gorgets  of  Silver 
for  the  Great  Chiefs  of  the  Cherokee  Nation.  Also  one  silver  hair- 
plate  &  2  pair  of  Silver  Bohs  for  the  Beloved  woman.  Given  under 
our  hands  in  Chota,  this  7th  Sept.,  1787. 
Test  Present. 

MOSES  PRICE,  KAATTAHEE,  or  Com  Tassel. 

RICH.  FIELD.  SCOLECUTTA,  or  Hanging  maw. 

KATTEUHA,  or  Beloved  Woman. 


Rec'd  of  his  Excellency,  Benjamin  Franklin,  hy  the  hands  of 
Alexander  Dromgoole,  2  Silver  meddles  for  the  Great  Chiefes. 
Also  his  Exoellenoey's  picture  in  Silver  for  the  Beloved  Woman, 
Given  under  our  hands  in  Chota,  Cherokee  Nation,  this  7th  Sept., 
1787. 
Witnesses  Present. 

MOSES  PRICE,        KAATTAHEE,  or  Com  TasseL 
JNO.  MARTIN,        SCOLECUTTA,  or  Hanging  maw. 
RICH.  FIELD.         KATTAUHA,  or  Beloved  Woman. 


Joseph  Hamilton  to  Col.  John  Franklin  at  Wtoiono, 

1787. 

Hillsdale,  Sept  8, 1787. 
Sir, 

I  flatter  myself  Starkweather  will  be  able  to  give  you  that  iiifop- 
mation  of  our  Ideas  of  policy  which  will  be  entirely  satisfaotoiy  to 
you  all  and  that  you  will  be  of  our  mind,  think  as  we  do  on  the 
subject.  Notwithstanding  what  I  wrote  about  the  Town  of  Strong 
&c.,  to  reserve  it  yet  upon  further  consulting  we  give  it  up,  into  the 
hands  of  the  CommisAioners  to  settle  as  they  think  best,  the  other 
Towns  we  wish  to  have  surveyed  and  lotted  and  fifty  lotts  in  each 
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survey  in  the  best  UMdB9snjw\Miniajii^tmrt^WMiwMik1kMVhm 
of  6Mh  4  wiriU hii^nlj Mitoi  #Mi<iHhfci  iM>  nny«l rjMi 
pient,  Miy  «|«»tM  ON  BiM  flim  or  hM  tbta^Bahiiwd— iar 
te  nltlfDg^TliMror  good  land  or  tk  oMUmI  1htrglt»jow  write 
as  tho«i«h  joa  IhoigH  ■>  dbooiwgtd^  t  don't  know  thi*  vo  hmw 
1 4Hqri«i^  rauon  for  waA  nn  opinion.  I  nm  not  k  tho 
n  in  MM  joa  do  w  yon  wnfee^  nny|  I  mu  mj  mom  I 


•M  willing  to  riMfno  an  v  thing  I  pOMOM  npon  it^  I  do  not 
I  Iiavo  gifott  yon  any  (nit  tMion  to  mako  tbo  oooohuioM  yoi  do 
HMfci^  hoMVM  I  iMoitily  osonM  yon,  it  if  tiao  to  be  joalooLSronr 
JMka^biginB«itk;r«ir  Ikiondi^ftwiU  bewaU  itUmdUmJk 
anda  with  yonr  oneaMM. 


n-  N.  9.7-)f  othing  in  oar  power  to  retain  onr  landa  hu  bead  lifthels 

^  to  ondtted  ft  yon  aball  never  haTO  any  reawn  to  jndge  that  w«  vHI 

ir>  for  tho  fiatttio  relax  in  the  least— from  your  oonatant  frkddft 

kr  Mfan^ 

JOS.  HAMILiO^,  ; 

P.  S.-^  ean  write  bo  mora  letten  at  preeent  for  want  of  lbM|. 
tell  If  r:  BQnaley  Ue  fiunay  la  weH,  my  beet  oomplimenta  toUm* 
Capt  JJIen  4  I  tlMnk  than  for  tbsir  lettetSi  wiU  embraM  tiM  tM 


^  JOSBTH  HaMILTOH  TO  JOHV  FaANKLIN,  1787. 


Septem.  10, 1787. 
Kr* 

Jam  jnit  now  informed  by  Captain  Goon  of  thisplaoe  that  yester^ 
day  afternoon  Captain  Strong  eroaeed  this  River  on  his  way  to 
Wyoming— 4hat  he  said  he  hM  matters  with  him  neeessary  to  la^ 
befon  the  Pennsylvania  Commissioners  for  a  eonfirmation  of  his 
luidsi  that  he  wu  determined  to  parsne  it,  that  he  had  determined 
heretofore  to  hold  it  nnder  Connecticut  claims  bat  that  wu  over, 
the  Lawn  wore  in  oxeroiM  &  it  wm  too  late.  Ton  will  kt  yonr 
MomiM  aeonn  tlieir  landa  nnder  that  title,  psM  &  repsM  in  tha^ 
Conntrfy  wait  on  their  oommisnoners  Ao.,  withont  obstniotion,  bnt 
will  aeold  at  yonr  friends,  nay  yonr  best  friends  who  wonld  rieqno 
every  tfiingdaar  to  them  for  yonr  Mfety  and  welfara,  nay  yon  will 
leprobato  them  for  the  most  distant  proposal,  in  short  soeh  polie]^ 
ippears,  to  me  to  be  a  very  visible  matter.  I  have  known  many  a 
patient  in  a  highly  inflammatory  fover,  being  attended  hv  a  timid 
pbymiBO  wiw  dsM  not  let  blood,  safl^r  the  disolation  of  his  whole 
body  barely  for  want  of  drawing  a  little  Blood  from  the  arm. 

Naj  Gentlemen  aoflbr  me  to  advbe  yon  that  if  joa  snffer  Pensp 
lylvania  Politicks  any  longer  to  iotermiogle  with  yours  tVien  Ui  \s3m 
Stron;^  method,  get  a  ooadrmMiion  ot  the  land  from  thorn  and  lihM 
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find  some  fool  to  purchase  of  joUf  and  so  save  something,  for  it  is  a 
pity  that  men  who  have  first  fairly  parchased  the  Land  paid  for  it  at 
a  dear  rate  and  suffered  every  thing  that  can  he  named  bat  deaUi 
itself  nay  have  lost  hundreds  of  lives  in  defence  of  it  through  a  long 
&  bloody  war  &  in  that  defence  have  defended  the  lives  &  property 
of  those  very  state  dignified  &  dirty  rasoakwho  now  mean  to  possess 
it,  I  say  now  without  the  flash  of  a  single  Gun  rifle  or  any  of  the 
least  resistance  to  be  manuevered  trucked  and  jockeyed  out  of  the 
whole  is  too  much  for  people  who  have  had  the  name  of  brave  people, 
but  if  you  should  in  proper  time  afibrd  a  manly  resistance  to  a  power 
exercised  in  the  eyes  of  all  the  world,  for  the  most  villainous  pur- 
poses my  desire  is  that  you  should  reserve  an  handsome  seat  on  the 
Tioga  point  for  we  think  it  policy  in  such  case,  that  either  Doctor 
Benton  or  myself  should  remove  to  that  place  in  the  Spring  to  con- 
tinue there — this  matter  we  have  talked  of  between  us  &  agreed  on, 
but  we  can  do  nothing  without  your  exertions  &  that  resolute  ones  to, 
we  have  got  the  money  chest  in  possession,  we  are  very  sensible  of, 
but  then  you  have  the  key,  no  righteous  wheel  will  move  untill 
you  move  and  that  in  such  manner  as  to  make  the  world  know  you 
are  in  earnest,  they  all  think  you  are  jesting,  madness  in  you  would 
not  surprize  the  world  half  so  much  as  has  your  past  conduct,  for 
surely  oppression  maketh  the  wise  man  mad,  we  naturally  reason 
thus  either  that  you  are  not  wise  men  or  that  the  scripture  is  not 
true.  Be  assured  the  greatest  outrages  attended  with  a  thousand 
inadvertencies  &  even  large^imprudencc  wouldaffbrd  much  less  aston- 
ishment in  the  eyes  of  the  world  at  large,  then  the  calm,  soft,  easy 
Lethargy  &  pusillanimous  scenes  that  are  now  passing  in  that 
county.  Another  observation,  True  policy  knows  no  passion,  you 
all  will  therefore  calmly  consider  the  whole  matter  as  to  the  precise 
time  to  begin,  but  sure  I  am,  that  if  it  is  not  done  this  fall  you  can- 
not have  much  succour  from  this  quarter. 

N.  B.  upon  hearing  from  me,  I  anticipate  your  observations,  you 
say  Dr.  Hamilton  is  a  coward,  he  fights  well  at  a  distance  but  he 
will  not  venture  his  own  skin,  he  can  talk  and  write  but  that  is  all, 
&c.,  &o« 

I  own  I  was  never  bred  a  Warrior,  I  am  no  fighter,  am  of  a  timid 
make  &c.,  but  I  call  G — d  to  witness  that  my.  feelings  are  that  ia 
equal  combat  in  the  present  cause,  I  would  not  think  myself  in  to  much 
danger  to  encounter  the  men  you  have  on  the  ground,  and  if  yon  will 
oontrive  any  way  that  I  may  do  Justice  to  my  large  &  Tender 
Family  who  have  already  suffered  every  thing  but  death  in  that 
country,  I  will  be  with  you  in  a  fortnight,  but  then  you  shall  make 
a  noise  or  I  will  not  tarry  to  die  such  a  tapering  death. 

JOS.  HAMILTON.* 

[Letter  Book  Vol.  I.  p.  424.] 

*  Not  directed,  but  probably  to  Cd.  F. 
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Joseph  Hamilton  to  Col.  John  Franklin,  1787. 

Gitj  Hudson^  September  10, 1787. 
Sir, 

I  now  rit  down  to  observe  ob  a  olaase  of  jour  letter  whioh  io  my 
Inmier  wm  annotioed.  Yo«  say  yon  eannot  eondeve  from  whenoe 
my  fean  arose.  I  will  tell  yon  sir,  how  it  is — priDoipal  &  leading 
eharaeters  here  will  believe  that  yon  never  will  be  able  to  klink  np 
a  Babbery  there  &  aot  on  a  different  scale  of  policy  nntill  you  have 
really  done  it  &  uotill  that  is  done  the  truth  is  they  will  not  venture 
any  further  part  of  their  property  or  character  so  that  you  readiy 
see  your  schemes  at  an  end,  for  what  can  I  do  to  all  out  of  my 
private  pocket — moreover  Sir,  if  I  should  tell  them  that  there  was 
something  about  to  be  done  which  by  the  way  would  be  dangerous, 
our  enamies  may  take  the  hint  too  soon,  nay  if  I  could  in  order  to  prove 
it  show  some  clause  in  your  letter  whioh  I  have  often  done  to  keep  up 
their  spirits,  they  would  immediately  say  this  has  been  an  old  story 
for  a  long  time,  we  do  not  believe  it.  Colonel  Franklin  is  mistaken 
in  his  policy  from  what  we  hear  almost  every  day,  it  is  very  probable 
to  us  that  he  will  be  in  person  soon  if  he  is  not  already  in  the 

Sractice  of  Physio  where  life  is  in  question,  it  is  an  observation  of  Dr, 
[uxham  that  the  low  &  timid  method  of  practice  is  as  reprehensi- 
ble as  the  bold  &  quirioal,  for  while  the  one  neglects  an  opportunity 
never  to  be  regained,  the  other  wafts  you  off  the  stage  in  a  moment. 
However  if  you  suddenly  &  in  a  proper  time  sever  the  wheat  from 
the  chaff  among  you,  &  suffer  not  a  dissenting  whisper  among  you, 
I  can  assure  you  this  part  of  the  world  will  be  better  in  removing  them 
as  soon  as  they  know  of  such  a  matter. 

From  your  friend  &  servt. 

JOSEPH  HAMPTON. 

P.  S.  I  think  you  have  &  harbour  in  your  Country  a  curious 
monster  of  two  heads  in  one  body,  for  what  else  are  your  two  setts  of 
Commissioners  which  you  allow  among  you,  granting  the  same  lands. 
Gore  said  in  his  letter  to  me  that  as  soon  as  they  meddled  with  the 
title  of  lands  he  would  find  Indians  enough  to  protect  them.  Where 
are  Gore's  Indians,  are  they  scattered  away  by  his  new  settlers  at 
Newtown. 

One  obervation  more  I  think  important  which  is  that  no  one 
Don-reeident  proprietor  whatever  ought  to  hold  any  piece  of  land 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  Commissioners  to  dispose  of  to  settlers  who 
will  immediately  take  possession  but  the  Commissioners  ought  to 
dispose  of  the  Lands  and  keep  fair  liecords  of  their  Transactions 
and  in  future  make  ample  compensation. 

[Letter  Book,  Page  423.] 
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James  Harris  to  Jambs  McLbnb,  1787. 

Gonemagh,  Sept  thellth^  1787. 
Sir, 

The  Coramissre.  for  laying  out  the  road  from  the  Frankstown 
branch  of  Juuiatta  to  the  river  Conemagh  haTe  this  day  oompleated 
that  busineas  As  it  is  impossible  for  any  set  of  men  to  perform  or 
do  any  act  or  thing  in  which  the  public  are  interested,  to  the  satis- 
faction of  every  person  we  do  not  expect  to  escape  the  censure  of 
many.  The  return  of  the  road  will  be  presented  to  Council  by  the 
bearer  Esqr.  Elder.  I  would  beg  leave  to  inform  you  of  our  pro- 
ceeding. When  the  .Commissioners  met  at  Frankstown  they  ex- 
pected to  find  the  Conemagh  a  navigable  stream  at  some  seasons  at 
least  as  high  up  as  the  mouth  of  Stony  creek ;  upon  examination  we 
found  the  channel  sufficiently  extensive  but  so  obstructed  by 
numerous  rocks  &  falls  at  the  gaps  through  Laurel  Hill  k  Chestnut 
ridge  as  to  make  it  very  difficult  at  the  most  favorable  Seasons,  we 
miSk  a  ffreat  deal  of  care,  with  the  asastance  of  the  best  woodsman, 
explored  the  Country  on  the  south  side  of  Conemagh  over  the  Laurel 
Hill  &  Chestnut  ridge  &  find  the  ground  so  mountainous  so  rooky  ft 
swampy  on  that  side,  that  we  were  of  oninion  it  was  better  to  bnng 
the  road  down  the  north  side  below  the  Laurel  hill  &  Chestnut  ridgo 
the  land  carriage  tis  true  is  something  farther,  as  the  distance  from 
the  mouth  of  Stoney  creek  to  Frankstown  will  be  about  30  miles  as 
the  road  must  go,  to  the  mouth  of  Black  lick  from  Frankstown  43  i 
the  diff.  is  13}  miles  which  difference  is  amply  compensated  by  the 
difference  of  the  ground  over  which  the  roads  mast  pass.  The  road 
as  'tis  laid  out  is  upon  good  ground  there  is  no  difficulty  in  Crossing 
Allegany  mountalDs  the  Laurell  Hill  or  Chestnut  ridge,  there  aro 
few  waters  to  cross  except  Spriogs,  What  we  have  done  we  intended 
for  the  best,  wo  submit  it  to  the  judgement  of  Council  hoping  for 
their  approbation. 

I  am,  Sir, 

with  every  mark  of  esteem. 

Your  much  obliged  Humble  Servt. 

JAMES  HARRIS. 
James  MoLene  Esqr. 

*  Sec  Col.  Rcc,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  278,  274. 


v.- p.  Suwu  TO  AtmanhY,  X19J^    ., 

'  PhiMS  Sept'20tli,  1787. 

Goiuioil  bdnjg  of  omnloD  tbat  (ke  enolofed  lotten  from  the  Oom- 
mnrioDeny*  noir  «tf  WiOrbtm,  eontaiaed  iDformatioii  that  requim 
imnediite  ooMfcwtioD,  ha?e  ordered  that  it  be  tranamitted  to  the 
HottUt  the  God.  Anemblj. 

I  ami  Sir,  Tour  v 

obedient  and 

humble  Serranty '  * 

CHARLES  BIDDLE, 
v.  Praaideiit 

Honorable  Thomas  MiffliO|  Esq.,  Speaker  of  the  Oen.  Ajvembly. 


Pms.  Pbahkuk  to  Gov.  Clinton  op  N.  Y.,  1787* 

In  Council,  Sept  22, 1787. 
Sir,  , 

ToBf  EzeellaQej  will  fee  by  the  Papers  &  Letters  of  Tntelligeneei 
wbioh  I  have  the  honour  of  eommimieating  to  jou,  that  there  ara 
a  Number  of  dieorderlj  People  eolleetioe  near  the  Une  thatdividee 
our  ftvo  States^  who  are  impatient  of  regular  Qovemment,  and' 
aoin  uponand  protnme  to  dt^me  of  lands  contrary  to  and  in  DefianM 
of  the  Laws.  It  has  appeared  to  ua  by  other  evidence  that  their 
Numben  are  daily  increasing  by  Tagabonds  from  all  quarters,  and 
that  they  expect  Beinloreements  from  8hay*s  late  Partisans,  and  pur- 
pose defending  their  proceediDgs  by  Force  of  Arms.  Your  Excel- 
lency will  be  sensible  with  us  of  the  Mischief,  subh  a  Body  of 
Banditti  may  be  capable  of  occasioning  to  both  our  States,  if  suf- 
fered to  increase  and  establish  themselves  in  that  country;  The 
Vicinity  of  the  Boundary  Line  affording  them  at  present  an  im- 
aginary security,  since  if  pursued  by  the  Authority  of  one  of  the 
States,  they  can  eaaily  step  over  into  the  others.  Year  Excellency's 
Readiness  manifested  on  former  occasions,  to  aid  the  operations  of 
general  justice,  even  in  neighb.oaring  Governments,  leaves  no  room 
to  doubt  of  your  ooncurring  with  us  in  the  Measures  that  mav  be 
necessaiy  to  defeat  the  projectr  of  those  people,  some  of  whose 
Leaders  are  said  to  be  Inhabitants  of  your  State ;  for  the  concerting 
such  Measures  the  Council  of  this  government  unanimously  snd 

*  RelatiTe  to  a  diiinoo  ]5se,  between  Northomberland  &  LniaTue.— -^^X 
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eaniestlj  request  your  Ezoelleiioj  woold  be  pleued  to  permit  oar 
Delegates  in  Congrees  to  have  a  coofereDce  with  you. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Toor  Ezoellenoj's 

moBt  obedient  and 

moBt  hamble  Servant, 

B.  FfiANKLIN, 

Praideiii* 
Directed^ 

His  Ezoellenoji  Geo.  Clintoni  Esq.,  Governor  of  New  York. 


PfiBS.   FfiANKLIN  TO  DELEGATES  IN  CONGRESS,   1787. 

In  Council, 

PhUadelphia^  Sept  22, 1787. 
Gentlemen, 

Enclosed  is  a  Letter  to  Gov.  Clinton,  which  we  send  unsealed  for 
your  perusal,  with  the  several  Papers  of  Intelligence  that  accom- 
pany it.  The  Council  have  thought  of  sending  a  few  resolute  Men 
authorized  to  apprehend  and  bring  off  Franklin  and  Jenkins ;  but  if 
they  should  be  on  the  York  side  of  the  Line  it  might  be  impraotio- 
able  without  the  Concurrence  of  that  Ooverment.  You  will  set 
that  we  have  requested  the  Governor  to  have  a  oonferenoe  witk  yw 
on  the  subject  j  in  which,  if  it  take  plaoe ;  we  desire  you  would  aoi 
only  discuss  what  may  be  proper  for  the  securing  the  Bingieadm  el 
the  sedition,  but  ooncert  some  general  Measures  for  the  two  Slatei 
to  take,  that  it  may  be  effectually  and  totally  suppressed :  aad  that 
vou  would  report  to  us  the  Besult  of  your  oonferenoe  aa  soon  aa  may 

With  great  eeteem, 

I  am,  GentleroeUi 

your  most  obedient, 

humble  Servant, 

B.  FEANKLIN, 
Prsi. 

P.S. — You  will  see  the  Propriety  and  Necessity  of  keeping  the 
ProceediDgs  secret,  as  well  as  the  names  of  the  InformerS|  and  you 
will  return  the  enclosed  Papers.f 
Dtrectedf 

To  the  Delegates  in  Congress. 

*  See  Col.  Rec.  Vol.  XV  .>  p.  ^7%.    \  Ib\4- 
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Ik8tbu<^on8  to  Col.  Jno/  C&Aia^  1787. 

Id  C^aool,  l^pt;  i26|  X78L 

Ton  tre  to  ialpe  wbat  number  of  Militia  too  ibink  neoesBHiy 
lad  proceed  with  the  greatest  dispatch  to  Wilksbarre,  in  the  GouQty 
aT  Luaenie.  When  there,  if  you  think  it  necessary  eoDsoIt  C^ 
Pid^ering  on  the  best  method  yon  can  take  to  aimrehend  J'ohn 
Fnoklin,  John  Jenkins,  Zerah  Beach  and  John  Hd^itastry.* — 
Skoald  yon  take  all  or  any  of  those  men  Prisoners  yon  are  to  bring 
them  to  Pbilada.  If  yon  tdke  Franklin  at  Wilksbarre  do  not  pro- 
ceed any  further,  or  mn  no  riaqne  of  losing  him  by  endeavouring  to 
ippiehend  the  others. 

Coancil  hare  the  utmost  reliance  on  your  secresy  and  yonr  prod- 
enee  io  conducting  this  affair.    If  opposed  by  force,  yon  are  to.  use' 
force  and  execute  the  warrant  at  all  erents. 
IHreded, 
To  CoL  John  Craig. 


Arthur  St.  Clair,  (Dblbgate  in  Congress)  to  Pres. 
Franklin,  1787. 

New  York,  Sept.  28,  1787. 

Id  pvrsuance  of  yonr  Excellencye  Letter  in  Council  of  the  22d, 
iQttut,  The  Delegates  of  the  State  had  yesterday  a  conference  with 
Ooremor  Clinton  upon  the  subject  of  the  Intelligence  contained  in 
Ae  Papers  inclosed  to  him. 

Governor  Clinton  seems  perfectly  well  disposed  to  concur  in  any 
pMral  Measure  that  may  tend  to  preserve  the  Peace  of  the  two : 
States ;  but  he  apprehends  no  danger  from  most  of  the  Persons 
Aeotioned  in  those  Papers;  on  the  contrary  he  seems  to  think  they 
ire  disposed  to  become  peaceable  and  orderly  Citizens  of  the  State 
of  Xew  York,  particularly,  Ar.  Moodrey,  [?]  in  whom  he  appeared  to 
W  a  confidence.  As  General  Irwin  and  Mr.  Bingham,  are  both 
going  to  Pbilada.,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  your  Excellency  to  them  for 
nore  particular  information. 

As  to  Franklin  and  Jenkins,  The  Delegates  are  of  opinion  that 
Bo  more  proper  method  can  bo  pursued  than  that  suggested  in  your 
Eseellenoy's  Letter,  of  sending  a  few  resolute  men  to  take  them 
off;  and  should  they  be  on  the  Tork  side  of  the  line,  or  take  re- 
^  within  that  State,  the  apprehending  them  will  give  no  offence 
to  the  Government.  On  the  contrary  the  Governor  is  ready  to 
^ODcnr  with  the  Measure,  and  to  that  end  has  proposed  tViat  \.\i« 

*  Bee  proelamaifaD  far  tbeir  MrreBt-^-Col  Sec.,  Y.  XV..  p.  27^. 
Vol.  -X/.-^ 
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varrant  that  maj  be  thought  proper  .to  isaae  against  those  Men,  be 
sent  here,  when  he  will  get  it  baoked  by  the  Chief  Justioe,  and 
accompany  it,  so  backed,  with  his  own  warrant  nnder  the  privy 
seal  commanding  all  the  Inhabitants,  (for  they  have  no  Magistrates) 
of  that  District  to  be  aiding  and  assisting  in  apprehending  them. 
Should  Council  then  adopt  the  Measure,  if  you  will  please  to  en- 
olose  the  warrant  to  me  no  time  shall  oe  lost  in  presenting  it  to 
Governor  Clinton,  and  returning  it  to  your  Excellency. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  the  greatest  Bespecti 

Sir,  Your  Bxoellenc'y 

most  obedient  Servant, 

AB.  ST,  CLAIR. 
DCrecUdf 
His  Excellency,  B.  Franklin,  Esq. 


Secretary  of  Congress  to  Pres.  Franklin,  1787. 

(Circular.) 
Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress, 

Sept.  28th,  1787. 
Sir, 

In  obedience  to  an  unanimous  resolution  of  the  United  States  in 
Congress  asseinbled,  a  copy  of  which  is  annexed,  I  have  the  honor 
to  transmit  to  Your  Excellency  the  re^rt  of  the  Convention*  lately 
assembled  at  Philadelphia,  together  with  the  resolutions  and  letter 
aooompanying  the  same;  and  have  to  request  that  your  Bxeellenoy 
will  be  pleas^  to  lay  the  same  before  your  Legislature  in  order  that 
it  may  be  submitted  to  a  convention  of  Delegates  to  be  chosen  by 
the  people  of  the  state  in  conformity  to  the  resolves  of  the  conven- 
tion made  and  provided  in  that  case. 
With  the  greatest  respect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

your  Elxoellenoy's 

most  obedient  and 

most  humble  Servt, 

CHA.  THOMSON. 
Directedf 

His  Excelleney;  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 

*  Not  fomid. 
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The  Doited  8Ute.bG4^^^ 

Pnaeiit :  New  Hampshire,  MasBtcbusettB,  OonneOtWiiky  New  Tork, 
New  Jenej,  Poon^IvaDia,  Deli^ware,  Tirgfnia,  North  Ourolba, 
SoQih  Carolina  ft  Georgia  and  fr6m  tiie  Beate  of  Harylandi  Mr. 
Boaa. 

Googma  hairing  veeeived  the  report  of  the  OonTontion  lately  aa- 
aemUad  10  Philacblphia^ 

Reaolred  nnanimousl^,  that  the  said  report,  witli  thiei  resolnfiona 
and  Letter  aooompanying  the  same,  be  transmitted  to  the  soTeral 
Legialatores  in  order  to  be  submitted  to  a  Convention  of  Delegates^ 
chosen  ia  eaohF  State  by  the  people  thereof,  in  eonforniHy  t^  the  re- 
solves of  the  Convention  made  and  provided  in  that  ease. 

CH A.  THOMSON,  Seo'y. 


Bbsolutiok  ov  CoiraBSSs— P^ivilbg^bs  ov  CoKSULSy  178T.- 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled. 

September  28th,  1787. 
^  Whereas  Doubts  have  in  certain  instances  arisen  whether  foreign 

^  Consuls  residing  in  the  United  States  are  entitled  to  an  Exemption 

J  from  such  legal  Imposts  and  Duties  on  Merchandize,  by  them  im- 

K*  ported  for  their  own  Use,  as  are  payable  by  other  Subjects  of  their 

T  respeeUve  Nations. 

^  Resolved  that  no  Consuls  of  any  Nation  are  entitled  to  such  Ex- 

>7  emptiona  in  the  United  States. 

■-  <Copy.) 

(Signed)  CHARLES  THOMSON,  Seo'y. 


SlOBITABT    ov  CONGBBSS  TO  PbBS.    FbANELIK,  1787. 

Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress, 

October  2d,  1787. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  herewith  enclosed 
I  state  of  the  Representation  in  Congress  for  the  Month  of  Sep- 

*  The  original  returns  of  the  delegates  chosen  in  the  seyeral  comities  are 
At  Harrisborg,  written  on  parobment,  with  the  name  of  each  nguer^  aik^^i^ 
Mil  affixed.    They  ov^t  U>  b^  /Hmid.    We  may  print  them  her^i^tos. 


192  PENNSYLVANIA  AKCHIVKS  1787* 

tcmbcr,*  to  be  laid  before  the  Legislature,  pursuant  to  an  Act  of 
17th  August^  1785;  also  two  Copies  of  the  Journal  of  Oongreffi, 
from  the  10th  of  Maj  to  the  25th  of  September,  one  for  the  Legis- 
lative and  the  other  for  the  Executive  branch  of  Government. 
With  the  greatest  respect^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  he^ 

Your  Bxcellenojf's  most  obedient 
&  most  humble  servt, 

CHA.  THOMSON. 

His  Excellency,  The  President  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pbnnsjl- 
vania. 


V.  v.  BiDDLE  TO  Col.  Wm.  Wilson,  1787. 

In  Council,  Philadelphia,  October  6th,  1787. 
Sir, 

Mr.  Hollenback  will  deliver  you  fifty  stand  of  arms,  1  bun.  lb  of 
Powder  &  three  hundred  wt.  of  Lead,  which  you  are  to  take  charge 
of — till  you  hear  further  from  Council,  you  are  to  follow  Mr.  Mont- 
gomery's directions  respecting  the  disposal  of  the  Arms  &  Ammuni- 
tion. 

I  am,  sir, 

Your  obedient,  humble  servant, 

CHARLES  BIDDLE,  Vice  President-f 


Z.  Butler,  &c.,  to  Pres.  Franklin,  1787. 

His  Excellency,  Benj'n  Franklin,  Esq.,  Pres.  of  State. 

Wilkesbarre,  Luzerne  Co.,  Oct  6,  1787. 
Sir, 

Doubtless  your  Excellency  &  the  Hon.  Council  have  heard  of  the 
disturbance  in  this  place  on  the  night  of  the  second  inst.,  caused  by 
the  taking  of  John  Franklin  (as  now  supposed)  with  a  state  warrant; 
with  pain  we  should  give  a  statement  of  all  the  circumstances,  did 
wo  suppose  your  honors  not  informed  thereof.  Yet  we  conceive  it 
now  our  duty  to  acquaint  you  with  the  state  of  this  County.  We 
have  reason  to  suppose  that  various  &  shocking  accounts  of  the  late 

*  6  States  represented  on  9  days. 
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JUiodo  Island  appears  unrepresented  throughont  the  month, 
t  Sec  Col.  Rcc.,^o\.'XV.,^  'ZSO. 


imssniTAmii  abcbivss  iffn        m 

Siorden  in  this  oounty  bave  tni?ed  at  Philadelpbia,  and  while  we 
liMBt  Ihe^iboBe  oflMd  16  O^I^fel  Me9tg»ia;ir;4>yaii  fkMUfHltNJ, 
we  ean  inform  you  ^llli  (OiD  gHw  Mil|^n;.)Mp.l^n  hart  on  the  oooa- 
non,  &  that  thoee  penoDs  who  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  distnrbers 
%n  libented.  The  dvMMed  pantjf  diq>ened.  the  iui#t  d^  ij^gret- 
kivg  ezeeedingly  their,  disorderly  eoiidi»f  t  We  >bel^?^  ^^r^  ^ 
Hiyfle  [of]  GompiiBetion  .e^iafTi^.thj^^inajpitade  pf  thejv*.Griniifir 
Due  day  ^e  met  tbe  priiicipa4>  of  tbe^.jyurtj^:]ivhot  n^id^  the.  d^iirb- 
iMiOy  «poa  their  rec|i»est  by  them,  we  .ii^iie  informed  th#t  thej  enp- 
jpeeisd  the  manner  of  takin||  Vrankliii  wi^  illegal,  .that  those  persons 
vke  seised  him  had  formerly  exeroised  ^x^ty  in  tfaii9;seUlem^li|  i 
Iqr  Ifae  Seport  of  a  number -of  pis^Lfi.  their  intenlioft  Ws^riM^  li^^:b|B 
I& ;  We  esB  assme  yoqr  £xi06fr)r  ajid  the,8{0am^bl^,$)qm^  ^^ 
M  are  eenvioeed  of  Iheir  pen^tenpe^  &;blfTf .  fmti9^i1^tk^mfi^ 
infatore  theadsutustretifn  oljl#w.(WiU:B9M>9  ii4<W^  IP  ^ 
Oownty,  that  Eketions  will  net  be  opiK>sedt  4(.  thattb^iMllitdenean 
Aemaelves  as  peaceable  oitiaeDS  of  this  State.  -^  They  have  expressed 
lo^oa  their  wishes  that  the  CommiisioQers  for^asoertainiDgeliiims  in 
dias  County  would  return  for  the  Completion  of  their  ba«neiEtB  .again ; 
ne  would  inform  your  honors  that  we  believe  ^thern  funoere,  &  pith 
llmm  join  in  requesting  that^e  said  Oommission^rs  wpeld  retqrn.  A 
proeeed  in  their  business, — ^^Ssd  we  lesso^i  to  doubt  of  4^  future 
Hibmission  to  law  &  Civil  ffo?6mment  in  this  Countyi  we  should 
demte  far  from  our  duty  When  we  represent  that,  the  situetipn  of 
this  County  at  present  is  not.suoh  (in  our  opiniop).ss  ealls  for  the 
immediate  exertions  of  a  military  fproe.  Jlttwra,  Wells  &  Bowman 
(the  bearers  of  this  letter)  will  be  able  to  sive  an  eeopunt  of  tJbe  .par- 
tieulars  of  our  situation^  Col.  Piekering's.&milyy  tsa,   .       :  ; /.  ;. 

Those  persons  who  assembled  uAder.  ptrras  upon  Franklin's  being 

takes  (and  now  disposed  for  peaesy  good  Offderi;  end  subiqissiciDk  tp 

Oorernment)  have  in  the  most  humble  manaisr  solicited  us  to  r^Mre- 

sent  their  submission  &  orderly  diapositioa  to  your.  JSxoelleney  &  the 

Hon'ble  Council,  begging  that  Franklin's  person  may  be  treated 

with  as  much  teoderDesa  as  the  nature  of  his  charge  will  possibly 

•dmity  k  if  oonsistent  with  the  laws  &  dignky  of  this  State,  thai  he 

be  sdmitted  to  bail.     We  also  join  with  th^m  in  this  Isst  request, 

observing  that  many  people  in  this  country,  entirely  subnusstve  for 

law  k  Gov't,  wish  Franklin  to  be  treated  with  |hi  mueli  lenity  as 

vill  be  consistent  with  his  [position.] 

We  have  the  honor  of  Being, 

Your  Ezcellenc/s  humblb  servants,  . 

ZBBULON  BUtL^R,     ^  LieiiteBaftto 
OBEDIAH  GORB,  V         of 

WM.  HOOKER  SMITH. )    County. 

Pf  8.    The  prineipals  of  t)w  party  above,  mentioned  ba^  Vu  \]hft\t 
i^er  tO;0Qlw  .I^AMOJi  Slid  ,su«Nrtlij|^[  in  Corrobcpi^^ 
\>pioha040'  wkkh.l$Uer  we  jmH  r9Smi90Wt  Bxoell^tf ,  \   v  a-  \ 
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Combination  of  Ssttlers  and  Purohabebb  ov  Susquk- 
hanna  compant,  1787. 

Whereas,  we  tbe  rabsoribers  being  proprieiore,  parobasera,  and 
Settlers  of  a  tract  of  Land  known  by  the  name  of  Susqaehanna  par- 
chase,  and  are  in  consequence  of  a  Royal  chartered  rieht,  together 
with  that  of  an  absolute  purchase  from  the  aboriginal  proprietors 
(with  our  associates,  to  wit.,  the  Susquehanna  Company,)  in  pos- 
session of  the  whole  of  the  aforesaid  purchase;  and  whereas  the 
settlers  and  their  associates  are  &  were  joint  tenants  of  the  whole 
Territory  of  Country  aforesaid,  &  the  possession  the  settlers  is  & 
ever  hath  been  the  possession  of  themselves  and  their  associates 
agreeably  to  the  observation  of  a  celebrated  Law  writer,  who  saith 
that  a  possession  of  part  in  the  name  of  the  whole  is  a  posseesion 
compleatly  for  every  part.  And  whereas  the  aforesaid  Company  of 
which  we  are  a  part,  were  the  first  in  possession  to  occupancy  after 
the  aboriginals,  &  neither  have  been  or  can  be  legally  disposseesed 
by  any  Tribunal  short  of  a  Federal  Court  instituted  agreeably  to  tbe 
articles  of  confederation ;  it  therefore  follows  that  no  one  State  in 
the  Union  has  a  right  to  determine  the  title  or  right  of  posseflsioB 
to  any  of  the  lands  in  the  aforesaid  purchase  until  the  institution  ft 
exercise  of  a  Federal  Court  as  above  mentioned.  Therefore  we 
humbly,  jointly,  &  severally  pledge  our  honors  &  all  our  properties, 
real  and  personal,  that  we  will  use  our  utmost  exertions  for  the  pro- 
tection &  defence  of  each  other  in  the  possession  of  the  lands  afore- 
said against  all  invaders,  &  also  for  the  defence  of  all  such  as  will 
join  with  us  in  this  combination,  &  that  we  will  unequivocally  adhere 
to  every  thing  comprised  in  the  foregoing  declaration.  We  also 
hereby  declare  to  the  public  that  we  will  lay  no  claim  to  lands  under 
any  other  title  but  that  of  tbe  Susquehanna  Company  in  the  before 
mentioned  purchase.  In  testimony  whereof  we  have  hereunto 
voluntarily  subscribed  our  names. 


John  McKinstrey, 
Zerach  Beach, 
Benjamin  Allen, 
Thomas  McClair, 
Eldad  KoUog, 
Chester  Bingham, 
Stephen  Fuller, 
Lebbeus  Uammond| 
Benjamin  Clark, 
Jeremiah  Skeer, 
Joseph  Spalding, 
Joseph  Kenney. 

Satnael  Oore, 

Peter  JDounou, 


Waterman  Baldwin, 
John  Spalding, 
Joseph  Marshall, 
Avery  Grove, 
John  Cole, 
Simon  Spalding, 
Abel  Marin ger, 
Thomas  Spalding, 
Abraham  Brohaw, 
Samuel  Southard, 
Othricl  Campbell, 
Abraham  Spalding, 
John  Oarey, 
Thomas  Btowti) 


Simon  Shepard, 
Jas.  Therinlon, 
Solom'n  Bennett, 
Joel  Thomas, 
Joseph  Thomas, 
Joa^  F.  Thompson, 
James  Fanning, 
John  O'Neal, 
Jas.  Dolson, 
Stephen  Dolson, 
J  no.  Moorecraft, 
John  Kortwright, 
Jacob  Collins, 


BmasmhrjMA  AsmMtB  tiVf. 


i^ 


JaadbSMU; 
ChrigtiMi  Km, 
Nathan  Herripfftooi 
Chorneliiui  MaDB&til, 
Nioholia  Depiii|  jttttr.| 
Peregrine  Ghudneri 
John  HcClniey 
John  Pnlleri 


Sanrael  BeweIInild| 
Joo'n  Harrie, 
Joli'n  Hartfei  Jr., 
Martin  t'ovng, 
Walter  Walrae, 
Ahm.  MinnTi 
Joseph  Tyler, 
Alttr.  SimpeoQi  Jr., 


Jaeoh  EreoL 
Nathan  Httrnigtxnlij  Jr. 
Moees  Deptiy  *   '  * 
Jaodb  Hfttringtoni 
Prince  Bryan^ 
John  Slmpeonji 
John  Smipeoki,  Jn* 


Frahcis  Smith  to  Sbcretart  ARMSTROHa,  1787. 

Lower  Smithfield|  6th  October,  1787. 

DearOi^ 

Yesterday  mominff,  being  on  the  Wyoming  'Road,  at  a  small 
distance  from  Lamers  hoasCi  I  met  Timothy  Pekrin,  Esqr.^  and 
Mr.  Evansi  secret^  entering  onr  settlements  in  a  distressed  situation. 
Informed  of  the  coup  de  main  ezeonted  on  Franklin,f  and  apprehen- 
uwt  of  the  natural  consequeooes  attending  such  Conduct,  I  asked  finr 
bformadon,  when  to  my  great  surprise  I  understood  by  Mr.  Pekrin 
that  although  he  narrowly  escaped  the  vengeance  of  the  Oonnecticut 
Banditti,  and  had  Leaft  behind  him  his  hs^j  and  children,  likely 
to  be  taken  as  hostages  for  Franklin,  he  was  going  to  Pfailadelphm 
to  compromise  matters  with  John  Franklin;  his  expressions,  1  be- 
liere,  started  from  a  repenting  and  disappointed  heart,  in  the  ezpan« 
non  of  which  I  understood  that  he  had  wrote  a  Letter  to  John 
Swifit,  the  present  Leader  of  the  Action,  promising  an  act  of  ad- 
ministy  for  him,  Franklin  &;  Party,  provided  they  would  submit  to 
his  fugitive  plan  of  Submission  to  our  Laws ;  ho  further  added  that 
his  first  Qzortion  in  the  city  would  be  to  pay  a  visit  to  the  Prisoner, 
John  Franklin,  and  should  propose  him  once  more  to  make  him  and 
Bwif^  men  of  great  importance  on  the  above  Conditions,  it  hurted 
my  feelings  to  conceive  that  one  individual  as  Mr.  Pekrin,  in  a  free 
and  Constitutional  Government,  should  cousin  or  pretend  to  dispose 
of  the  three  Branches  of  our  Political  existence  in  the  same  time  that 
lie  confesses  the  necessity  of  coercive  measures,  and  sees  the  dignity 
of  Government  exposed. 

The  tumult  continues  in  Wyoming,  the  apprehending  of  Franklin, 
I  believe,  hw  only  hastened  the  Period  of  their  clandestine  opposition 
to  Qovemment,  I  hope  it  will  convince  our  Legislators  of  the  impro- 

*  There  is  no  date  to  the  foregoing,  bnt  it  is  recorded  in  the  I^etter  Book 
iamedUtelj  after  the  preceding  letter, 
t  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  291. 
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priet  J  of  purchasing  Peace  at  the  ezpence  and  rain  of  individualfl 
from  a  set  of  men  devoted  to  disturb  pabliok  tranqaility. 
I  remaia  with  sinoere  esteem  and  respeot. 

Bear  Sir^  jour  most  humble  and  obed't  servant, 

FRANCIS  SMITH. 
Directed^ 

?3n  public  Service,) 
he  Honorable  John  Armstrong,  Secretary  of  (State)  the  Su- 
preme Executive  Council|  Philadelphia. 


Pres.  Franklin  *ro  Gov.  Clinton  of  New  York,  1787. 

Phikd'a,  Oct.  7,  1787, 

In  Council. 
Sir, 

The  Bearer  Mr.  Redick*  is  a  Member  of  this  Board,  and  goes  to 
New  York  on  a  Business  of  Importance  to  both  our  States.  The 
Council  earnestly  request  of  your  Excellency  to  take  the  Informa- 
tion he  may  communicate  into  immediate  Consideradon,  and  afford 
this  State  the  Aid  that  you  will  perceive  to  be  necessarv  for  securing 
the  Person  and  Papers  in  question,  in  order  to  compleat  the  Evi- 
dence against  the  Conspirators,  so  that  they  may  be  brought  to 
condign  Punishment,  k  their  Schemes  of  Mischief  defeated.  With 
great  &  sinoere  Respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir,  your  Excel- 
lency's most  obedient  &  most  humble  Servant, 

B.  FRANKLIN. 

Directed^ 

His  Excell'y,  Gov'r  Clinton. 


Instructions  to  Col.  John  Craig,  1787. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  October  9th,  1787. 
Sir, 

The  Council  on  Consideration  have  thought  proper,  to  suspend 
for  the  present  the  execution  of  those  warrants  which  are  in  your 
hands  for  the  apprehending  of  Jenkins  Beach  and  McEinstrey. 
You  are  therefore  to  retain  those  Warrants  in  your  hands  until  you 
receive  further  orders  from  CounciL 
I  am  Sir, 

your  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN. 

Directed^ 

Colonel  John  Craig,  Lt.  of  Northampton  County. 

♦  See  Col.  Kec,  Vol.  "XN.,  ^.  ^^\. 


:    J :'.  New  York,  9Ui  October,  1787.    ' 

Sir,  ,i-t 

1 4MrrlTed1ii  m  ^:iM»',totiMff  m^iimi^.f^iOmkl  ijklCSiir 
AInr4»»^MM  Im  apii!ilitbffl^«9^iw»kiP#.'t9  OvfiettiQiuDItiiMf 
ao  4ka(  I  ,tMd:  «i.)i|t«V7ilw  .9iiih  :lii«k  Wwt. diiiii94«.a'>Fblr»g«wv«f 
dbcoverai  tLe  greateBb  oLe^rfulaesfi  to  pareu@  nuy  mea«urer  itj   (M>t)- 
eert  with  Peniiajk&Dia  or  otherwise^  to  seouro  tbo  jmm^  and  c^uiut 
of  hia  <7WQ  QoTorumciiit  aad  nt  tho  eanio  ttma  t4>  protuobe  tbab  of 
FenoejlvjiQia,  we  euUtred  yerj  8«rioiialj  into  tbe  bui^Joeaj^p  ha  uppeatei 
BOW  fu%  coQTJnc&d  that  IlnmiltDu^  Bay o too,  AQghuititerry  and 
MsKin^try  tre  wicked  meop  he  rf^oioes  luiKsli  at  Fr&okliu'a  bein^ 
secured,  as  he  tbiokA  it  €(|ually  favourable  to  the  happiiietiB  of  both 
our  States, — We  wailed  ibis  afteriK^oii  on  tbo  Cbkf  Justice ;  who 
with  equal  readinesv^  aod  earnest  ioteob  on  hia  part^  weot     ioto  the 
tiecessarj  mcasureEj   fi:>r  nppreheodiq^   the  perfK^na  and  securing  the 
papers  of  Hamiltoo  and  BayDton.    f  mentioned  to  the  Governor  & 
Jodge  that  my  anxietj'fbr  nief  ceMaln  and  effectual  execution  of  the 
hudOBBB  was  80  Tcry  great,  that  if  they  thought|  that  my  personal 
attention  to  it  would  contribute  to  its  raeeessj  I  would  flwif  go  to 
Hudson ;  this  proposition  bad  the  desired  effect,  that  was  to  lead  to 
aeoDYenation  respeetitig  the  person  (as.  well  as  the  moBiier  of  doin^ 
it,)  to  whom  it  would  be  intrusted.   After  several  proposals  or  rather 
plans,  still  observing  symptoms  of  doubt  on  my  brow,  for  I  did  not 
think  it  prudent  to  impress  them  by  words,  he  assured  me  he  would 
endeavour  to  get  Col:  Willet,  High  Sh'ff  of  the  oiiy  to  go  in  person ; 
tod  that  he  would  answer  for  the  completion  of  it ;  he  accordingly 
Wftited  on  Ool.  Willet  who  will  undertake  to  do  ilf    but  some 
matters  of  much  importance  obliges  him  to  attend  to  them  to- 
morrow ;  next  day  early  he  intends  setting  out.     I  have  been  with 
CoL  Willet  since  night  and  mentioned  to  him  my  Ideas  respecting 
the  propriety  of  Securing  or  rather  apprehendiqg  both  the  persons 
atone  and  the  same  time  lest  an  alarm  might,  put  the  other  on  his 
guard  ;  he  has  satisfied  me. 

The  Oovemor  assures  me,  that  authenticated  transcripts  of  every 
imterial  paper  shall  be  immediately  transmitted  .to  your  Excellency 
t  the  Council  upon  their  arrival  ii\  New  York^  and  be  further  dc- 
clarss  that  the  moment  in  which  it  may  be  found  necessary  to  seiid 
broe  he  will  in  conjunction  with  Pennsylvania  oruah  them  at  once. 
After  all|  I  do  not  find  myself  at  liberty  to  return  to  PhiUoelphia 
vatil  laee  CoL  Willet  fairly  set  off, 

Sir^  I  have  the  honor  to-be 

your  most  obedient  &  very  humble  jSX 
Direcud,  BlAVip  BEDICK./; 

His  ExoaUenoy  J9<nB(ja^in  FiankliD,  Esq.,  Pluladclpl^     .. 

9*  ^ 
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John  Nicholson  to  Prbs.  Franklin,  1787. 

Mad  Uand. 
Sir, 

I  beg  letTe  to  represMit  to  yoiir  BieeHepoy  tnd  The  Hoii'b] 
The  Couneil  thai  the  wbtrres  at  Slate  lelancL  and  Mod  labuid  ai 
in  need  of  repair,  one  ocfrnw  f4  the  wharf  on  Mud  Island  ia  edn 
verj  eonaiderably,  the  repairing  theae  wharves  at  preeeni  wonld  eo 
little  compared  to  the  expense  thereof  if  they  are  left  much  kmgi 
withoat  it  as  the  ^des  are  very  fast  rednoing  them.  Mr.  Oonnan 
who  hath  oontracted  with  the  wardens  for  sinking  a  Pier  near  M« 
Island  and  repairing  the  boom  piers,  has  proposed  if  the  State  desin 
it  to  repair  these  two  wharves.  I  beg  leave  represent  farther,  thi 
it  appears  very  neeoessary  to  repair  these  two  wharves  and  that  M 
Connaroe  proposes  to  do  it  for  a  reasonablo  allowanee. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  high  respeeti 

Sir,  yoar  most  obed.  servant, 

JJNO.  NICHOLSON. 
Compt.  Genl's  office,  Ootr.  llth,  1787. 
Directed^ 

His  Ezoell'y  Benjamin  Franklin,  Eeq'r,  President  of  the  Sn 
Ez.  Coan. 


Requisition  bt  CoNoaBss,  1787. 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled. 

October  11,  1787. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  Report  of  the  Board 
Treasary  and  a  motion  of  Mr.  Kean,  respecting  the  requisition  1 
1787,  having  Reported,  ''That  from  the  several  papers  referr 
to  them,  it  appears  that  there  is  wanting  for  the  services  of  t 
year  1787,  the  payment  of  one  year's  interest  on  the  Foreign  Del 
and  sach  part  of  the  principal  as  becomes  due  in  the  year  17^ 
and  the  payment  of  one  year's  interest  on  the  Domestic  Debt,  t 
sum  of  8,009,798,  64-90  dollars. 

That  of  the  aforesaid  sum,  1,309,891,  64-90  is  absolutely  nee* 
sary  in  specie — that  there  are  considerable  sums  in  specie  due  frc 
the  States  over  and  above  those  which  are  necessary  to  dischai 
tho  existing  demands  on  former  requisitions,  which  sums  are  neai 
equal  to  the  payment  of  that  part  of  the  present  requisition  that 
absolutely  necessary  in  specie,  and  the  objects  for  which  the  si 
sums  were  called  for  no  longer  existing,  they  may  bo  now  appi 
priated  to  the  purposes  of  the  present  requisition — that  in  th< 
opinion  naanj  difficulties  have  ati&en  itom  \Vl«  t^lnctions  made 


wmamKUfwnA  Aaaam^iim.        m 


te  the  iMOiiiff««  tW  nrfevto  ^TltfliMife}'  Oe 

M  Mllj'Whu'  MeompAtlM  1^  41  flMMftioll' of  ^^l^  ^ 

4Nl«rhg-41iiit«fUf  •eemfai  ptrfoitlm 

th»  8liAM  «»  i\m  fcdtnd  IfMom^til  MM4i«#i  ft«rfeti»  dMk  thto 
fBKdoiMof  tbt  SMm^  and  la*  Mip'bMk  tiie  i^to  jMfywMti'juor 
ha^  tliej  had  those  benefieni  effects  ezpeeled  msi  lAte-oT  elbppiBg 
IheiMoe  el  iodeiiti  wbe^  0letM  hsi  Ml  liafled^legisUlitvMb  to 
cdl  Iheii  hi;  et  kosbiog  «p  their  iNdiie  said  pfe¥eiftiiy  de|tfeetitietf| 


tei  «B  the  eentrefyBM^  opened  a  noir  seeae  at  faptov&lisiriH 
faiiag  thepiapeity  of  a^  eilfaift  of  a  Btiiie  mhklk  hasae^'MMll 
ledalaftiTe  ael^  t»  a  eMaen  of  a  State  Iryeh.biai' Id  AdMM 
4lSa  Hm  eoousltlee  dfaserre,  thai  the  aela  of  <MwreMi.<tfttm 
the  Bond  of  Tkasaorj  teiMiitiaol  fcrehe  sab  of  Westera  f^MMer^i 
aha  oMpeveta  them  to  issae  mdeals  of  idteiest  le  the  ^ardMiens  sp 
thai  toeasiCiaaaaaeh  Teetrfedoaa  would  eperale  oaly:  tb  the  'lajoijr 
of  a  fow,  aad  be  no  pafbUe  beaeit^''    Whemapen, 
Besolved, 
Thai  Ibr  the  eeyieea  of  the  year  1787|  for  the  p^meat  of  one 
year's  interest  on  the  Foreign  Debt,  and  such  part  of  the  pnneipeA 
ss  beeoflies  dae  ia  the  year  1788,  and  for  the  paytoeat  of  one  yeai^s 
iatoreat  on  the  Demestio  Debt^  it  will  beneoessary  that  tbtee  toillions 
and  aine  thoasaad  seren  hundred  and  ninetv-eitfbti  sizty-foar  nine^- 
tietha  dollaia  be  paid  into  the  treasnry  of  the  United  States  on  or 
before  the  first  day  of  July  neit,  to  be  appropriated  to  the  following 
pupoaes,  Til. 

For  the  Civil  Department,  ....  *  124|l6I  85 
Military  Department,  ....  176|757  17 
Geographers  Department^  .        .        .        .        9,964     ' 

Inviaid  Pensions, 88,000 

Gontineenoiesy    .  .        .        .      19^000 

Foreign  Debt,  for  the  payment  of  in- 
terest on  the  French  and  Dutch  loans 
and  two  instalments  of  Principal 
on  the  French  loana,  becoming  due, 

1788, 871,622  87 

Spanish  loan,  one  year's  interest  due 

thereon,    .        .        .  8,700 

Debt  due  to  foreign  officers,  one  year's 
interest  thereon,    .  11,185  55 

•  -^ ■ 891,608  52 

I>omeatic  Debt  one  year's  interest' thereon,    '.       '.    1,700,407 

Ksking  in  the  whole,        ....    dollars,  8,000,798  64 
BeaoWad  thai  ^ha  aans  oalled  for  in  the  yeaia  1784^  llft^^vaiaL 


1786,  and  sUted  by  tha  Boajd  of  IVeaiory  aot  now  to  baaaws»li 
thsebjaite4rariMlhi4iSrMM«I/ed  Ar  ad  ktoaM«la|iM«,^^»^^ 


.«wnfi  Ml^iNft  to  OMAttUiosl  two  boodKBd  tbortaiijl  idbftpiy  1i 
tmv9Vt^fU9^^  iln^  fart  of  tho  gMwniijiii|j> 

iiriMohi«NVia|,biii  dinhMTgodi  bat  with  ipooM ;  MfiUig  mA 
^WiW)m$Mfb^todtmij  iiQiwithflwdbgf  and  dftU  iUrtf 
ii|jqpii|oriQity  with  iImi  MiMal  iippropmlbiiftiti  Um  pMMdii 
of  itliiarimi^  -gituif  prifeMwe  MoCNcding  4o  JkhOiOtdor:  in  wkio 

<.:  jU»(4yid»'  TbAtMo  biuUbcd  and  win^ihtmauA.tiiT^  km 
wA:l4MtjM>B0.4aUftni'l^  Jwafei 

■C9WTOWW»w*.oC/Ii^^  in  HolUttd^  inaid  tf  tkt  tbo^oM 
^ffipqil^atod  fotM  dwahMiiog  tbojBtenet  dm  on  iho  V* 
^P^;4m  i&,BoUimdyll»d.jto  00  other  1^  witi 

lA* liZ0O|4a7  dolhmi  oiUod  fof  an  to  hosppliod  to4ho.  paj 
.9f.  th#  Jlirtemt  doa  a*  tho^  DdauMtie  Debt  of  the  United  Statai 
<:,  BMlTfdiJUtthoaeeronilStatiNiWaUowJBd-tQ.diBDharg^ 
^j  iilileiMa  .ipr  intoioa^  ofk  kmi  -offiee  oertifioateiy  aol  apaot 
bertifioatea  of  th^.liquidAt^  dabti  of  th^  United  St^.w 
manner  cm  they  judge  moU  eQq>edieni;  and  to  asc^Hain  4| 
denoea  of  intax^.daoon  ban-offieeoartifioatoa,  theholdaail 
reapeotiyeU  ahall  he  at  Ubertjr  to  oairj  then  to  die  offioefrom 
tbej  Miaed|.and.the.holde«a  of  other  oeiiifioatea  of.Uqnidatid 
of  thPiUnitedgta^y  to  oarrjr  the  sanioto  the  Xtoan-oi&eeo 
S|at^•«he<ein  thaj  ar^  inhabitaotsy  or  if  fMeigaen,  to  aof^i 
ofl&ee  within  the  United  8tatea»  and  to  ha«e  the  inteteat  ll 
settled,  end  eerdfted  to  the  last  daj  of  the  year  1786;  any  th 
the  requisition  for  the  years  1784^  1785^  and  1786^  to  the  en 
DOtwitbMfuidiDg. 

Iteatd^cd,  That  the  qudtas  of  the  several  States  of  the  all 
sum  of  Iy700|407  dollars  in  indents  be  aa  follows^  via. 

New  Hampshire/    .        .        .  59,684 

MasMU^ofaetts,    .        ....  254,381 

Rhode-Island, 86,558 

Gonneotiont, 149,976 

New  York, '.    145,555 

New  Jersey, 94,872 

Pennsylvania, 232,616 

Delaware, 25,506 

Maryland,      .        .        .        .         .  .     160,349 

Virginia,    .        .         .        .        .         .  290,770 

North^arolina,      .                 .  .    123,450 

South-Carolina, 108,996 

Georgii^'       .        •   •    .        .        •  .      1«,194  is  1,7( 

That  the 'fortgdng  reanisidon  when  fteid,  shall  be  paso^ 
oradii  of  the  ^'Stataa  reapeotively,  on  the  terma  presoribedi^ii 
jvmfiw9€i€oDjnewmMt  Ihe  6th  dav  of  Ootober,  1779. 
BaaplfBi,  a^  Cbe  Board  of  Tmnav]  fei^whk  vNw^  wmili. 


oioeK  with  indentiu  to  be  jffsaed  for  interest  as  aforBStid.  end  also 
wkbM^'^HM^^Ud'taibWSensAM^  sbl 

jadgo  neoeseary,  to  prevent  counterfeit  oirtifioates  of  debts  firom 
obtaining  a  settlement  of  int^r^fMiii  to  deteot  counterfeit  evidenoes 
of  £M«dbs^«U  tteM^  t0«Mkd  iteehtog'lhfliaili  discharge  of  taxes : 
whioh  indents  of  interest  being  parted  with  by  the  holders  of  m 
principal^  sliaUbe'deeiiiedefSdeMetbal  he  htm  tatohrtd  :s|itasfiHiftion 
fcr iho  aaino,aad  ibeinlere  shall  WpeceivaUeifiroM  (fche  iMarfeBtd 
liea  of  ^ottinr  in  a»^  otbiec  Stele  in:  ilMianioni  aa  well  as  UulUe 
8*B*eiawlMni^ih»X-wekeiisned4> ''' -  >(•-.  v  p-m  A  ^.ih-ii.rr.-siai 
That  the  State  paying  such  indents  of  interest  into  th^  fS^ecil 
treasory  shall  ha?e  credit  therofpf^  fUoh  .p^Kff V^^l^U  be  eonsideied 
as  a  diaoharge  of  the  interest  on  :the  iDoiQestip  Debt,  in  the  propor- 
tion tluKt  ttdi  state  aVatls  itself  o!r'tlie''Ba3€rmdents  of  interest;  bnt 
no  StiirtiB  mall  Iteve  a  right  to  pay  more  than  its  quota,  as  specified 
in  the  existing  .requisitions  of  OongresS|  in  the  said  indenb'ef  U» 
terest  -i   I;   ■    '    -'  , 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Treasury  be,  and  they  are  hereby 
directed  to  transmit  to  each  State  an  account  of  their  respective 
arrears  in  specie  and  in  indents,'  to  state  to  them  the  impediments  that 
the  public  service  has  suffered,  and  the  accumulation  of  foreign  and 
domestic  embairaqements  that  have,  arisen  frpm  their  delinquency — 
to  press  upon  them  the  absolute  necessity  of  their  making  payment  of 
their  aneaiB  of  specie,  as  it  is  the  only  fund  on  which  Congress  can 
rely  for  the  support  of  the  federal  government — and  to  remind  those 
States  who  continue  particularly  delinquent,  that  the^  must  be  con- 
sidered as  responsible  for  all  the  evils  which  will  inevitably  flow  from 
m  disregard  to  the  political  obligations  by  wjbioh  they  are  constitor 
tionally  bound. 

Hesolvedi  That  such  part  of  the  reMiuisitions  of  the  years  1784, 

1785,  and  1786,  as  restricts  the  receipts  at  the  public  treasury  ox 

indents  of  interest  without  a  certain  proportion  of  specie — those 

parts  which  declare  that  after  a  certain  day  those  States  which  have 

not  paid  their  quotas  shall  be  held  to  pay  the  same  in  specie — and 

Buch  part  as  prevents  the  receiving  of  tne  indents  issued  in  one  year, 

in  paying  the  taxes  for  another,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  repealed  : 

—And  it  is  hereby  declared  that  the  indents  issued  in  1784,  1785, 

tnd  1786,  or  under  the  present  requisition,  shall  be  indiscriminately 

reeeived  in  payment  of  any  State's  quota  of  indents  of  interest. 

CHAS.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 
*  See  Col.  Bee,  Vo\  XV.,  p.  300. 
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Sbo'&y  ov  Fobeign  Aivaibs  to  Pbb9.  F^iJiKUN,  1787 * 

(Ciroakr.) 
Offioe  for  foreign  tffauriy  llth  Oetober,  1787. 
Sir, 

Although  the  A.ot  of  Congreea  of  which  the  endosed  is  a  Copy^^i 
hu  heeii  pablished,  yet  it  appearing  proper  that  your  Ezcellene^^ 
aheold  receive  it  ip  an  official  Manner,  I  do  myself  the  Honor  o  '^tf 
transmitting  it  under  the  same  Cover  with  this,  mad  era,  with  giua  ^ 
Bespeet, 

Tour  Ezoellenc/B  Most 

obdt  &  humble  Servant, 

JOHN  JAY. 
Dir^ctedf 

His  Excellency  the  President  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Peni^  — 
Bylvania. 


John  Stilbs  to  Pbes.  Fbanklik,  1787. 

Philad'a,  Oct.  11,  1787. 
Sir, 

The  Gunpowder  Magazine  is  near  full,  at  most  it  will  not  ston 
Inore  than  two  hundred  quarter  Casks,  and  there  is  now  deliyering^ 
fh)m  on  board  a  ship  from  Holland  upwards  of  five  hundred  quarte^^^^ 

Casks ;  in  this  dilemma,  necessity  compels  me  to  trouble  the  hon^ 

Council,  in  order  to  indemnify  me  from  the  Act  of  Assembly  ii^^- 
storing  the  same,  which  cannot  be  otherwise  done  but  through  theicr^^ 
honble  Board. 

I  am,  Sir,  Your 

obedient  Servant, 

JOSEPH  STILES, 
S.  G.  Mag. 
Dtrectedf 

John  Armstrong,  Juo'r,  Esq.,  Secretary  to  the  hon.  the  Supremo 
Executive  Council  of  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


At  the  request  of  Joseph  Stiles,  Superintendent  of  the  Gunpowder 
Magazine,  we  the  subscribers  have  thoroughly  examined  the  same, 
and  report  as  our  judgment,  that  it  will  not  contain  more  than  two 
hundred  quarter  Casks  of  Gunpowder,  over  and  above  what  is  now 
thereiDj  which  appears  to  us  to  be  weVV  Mid  Cj^^teCully  atowed ;  We 
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m^liOTMrnatfii  OondlioiteyMidiiidM  il  vilL  mMy  •obIh 

LBOITABD  TOBOBT, 

•di  11, 178T. 
>iA«n  it  iiity  oonoem. 


We  arriTed  here  on  tb'e  Sth,  aii4  the  M|iiii,daj.hip4^  PHTJ^mif 
r  obeeiratioDSy  which  will  proh»Vj  be  eonplfated  id  5  or  6  days. 
be  random  Line  pitted  between  ]^  Beaqf,.and  Preeqne  Isle  about 
^iletf  noftli  9f  ^e  ffpnoeri  apd  wp  eoDJe^tnre  about  6  miles  south 
f  the  latter.  Considering  the  unexpected  difficulties  we  bad  to 
Dconnter  for  want  of  a  competent  knowledge  6(  the  Geography  of 
le  Gountrj,  the  death  of  our  Horses,  'time  taken  up  in  making 
ianoes,  and  treating  with  the  Indians,  our  business  has  gone  on 
ejFond  oar  most  eangnme  expectaUon,  and  wltfaomt  the  intervention 
f  some  uncommon  circumstance  or  accident  will  be  compleated  in 
4  or  15  dajs.  We  divided  the  Line  in  such  a  manner  as  to  make 
stations  at  each  of  which  we  determined  a  point  in  the  parallel  of 
Atitode  by  about  86  observations.  Neither  attention  or  exertions 
ave  ever  been  wanting  on  our  parts  towards  ^9eieDtifio  and  perma- 
ent  completion  of  the  business  entrusted  to  us,  and  the  general 
ebavioar  and  industry  of  our.men  has  been  such  as  to  entitle  them 
» ijfoi  thanks. 

We  are  Sir, 

your  humble  Servants, 

ANDREW  ELLICOTT, 
ANDEEW  PORTER. 
Mrec/tfc7, 
David  Bittenhoase,  Esquire. 

Copy. 


Instructions  to  Valkntinb  Eckbbt,  1787. 

In  Council,  Phikdelphia,  Ootober  18tb/1787. 

It  is  the  order  of  Council  that  seventy  privates  with  a  Captain  two 
Ueoi.  Seijeante  Corporals  a  dmmmer  and  fifer  be  immediately  Uken. 
torn  the  militia  ot  Berks  Coantj  and  moved  witVx  t\\  i^Q«a\\Aft 
apediitoo  to  fori  Alko,  joa  sue  %o  aooomiMmy  t\iem  tlhitiLtT  axA 
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remaio  with  them  'till  yon  have  the  farther  direoiioiit  of  Otfonoili 
take  parlioalar  care  that  they  artweU  armed  and  aoooaitmdy  and 
properly  ofiioeredr^if  you  can  procure  old  soldiers  to  go  as  volan- 
tecrs  on  this  expedition,  we  would  prefer  it  to  your  taking  the 
militia  by  Classes  ;  you  will  see  that  they  are  furQialied.  intk  pro- 
visions to  last  them  to  Fort  Allen,  and  for  ten  days  after  thev  reaoh 
that  post.  If  you  have  no  powder  or  lead  you  must  purchase  as 
much  as  to  supply  each  man  with  fifty  rounds ;  be  careful  on  your 
march  to  the  place  of  rendezvous  that  your  are  not  surp.rized. 

We  send  you  an  order  for  one  irandred  &  fifty  pouikui,  should  you 
have  occasion  for  a  further  sum  you  must  inform  and  you  will  be 
supplied  with  what  is  Decessarj.  We  expect  you  will  use  your  ut- 
most diligence  in  marching  the  men  and  go  to  as  little  ezpenoe  as 
the  nature  of  the  service  will  admit 

I  am  Sir,  you  obedient, 
«  and  very  humble  servant, 

BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN,  Prandent* 

Yalentine  Eokhart  Esqr.,  Lieutenant^  of  the  County  of  Berks. 


InSBUOTIONS  to  ZH8   OfFIGIB  OoMMANDINO  IH   LUZBBNI 

Co.,  1787. 

In  Council,  Oct  16, 1787. 

Instructions  to  the  officer  commanding  the  Militia  to  be  sent  into 
or  raised  in  the  County  of  Luzerne. 
Sir, 

The  Intention  of  Government  respecting  the  Force  under  your 
Command  not  being  to  act  offensively  against  any  Place,  Person  or 
Persons  in  that  County,  but  merely  to  protect  the  Civil  Officers  in 
the  Exercise  of  their  Functions,  and  to  secure  the  Peace  of  the 
County  &  the  due  operation  of  the  Laws  of  the  State  against  the 
Attempts  of  the  disorderly  Part  of  the  People  who  have  lately 
oppos'd  the  same,  you  are  to  take  a  special  Care  that  your  Men 
observe  the  strictest  Discipline,  neither  injuring  or  molesUng  any  of 
the  Inhabitants  in  Person  or  Property. 

And  you  are  to  take  your  Orders  from  the  State  Commissioners 
and  the  Civil  Authority  of  the  County. 

And  if  Circumstances  should  appear  to  you  on  any  occasion  to  re- 
quire additional   Force,  you  are  to  apply  to  the  Lieutenant  ot  the 
County  for  his  Assistance ;  and  are  also  to  consult  and  advise  with 
him  in  all  Cases  of  Importance. 
I  am  sir, 
your  very  humble  servt 

BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN,  Prest. 

*  See  Col.  Ueo.,  XV.  ^,  *!%. 
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Instructions  to  thi  CovMissiomnts  iir  LtrzEBinB  Co.,  ' 

1787.  .  ! 

Id  Ooonoil,  Oek  IS,  1787.  ^ 

InstraotioDB  to  the  State  Commiflsiooen  now  in  the  Ooantr  of 
Lueraa  for  settling  the  Claims  of  Landed  Property  there^  and  to 
the  CiTil  Offioera  of  the  said  Coantj. 
Gentlemen, 

The  Conneil  on  Consideration  of  the  late  Distnrbanoes  in  the 
Connty  of  Lnseme,  and  the  opposition  there  given  hy  some  Dis- 
crderly  People  to  the  operations  of  Legal  Government,  have  ordered 
a  Company  of  Militia  thither  from  the  Connty  of  Berks,  to  be 
employed  under  yonr  Direction  in  supporting  the  Civil  Anthority 
and  protecting  its  officers  in  the  Ezercbe  of  their  Duties  and  the 
Ezeeution  of  the  Laws  of  the  State ;  but  not  to  be  used  in  acting 
offcndvety,  (vnless  impeU'd  by  Neoosnty)  against  any  Plaee^  Person 
or  Persons  whatever ;  you  are  therefore  to  take  the  Direction  of 
the  said  military  Force,  and  to  call  on  the  Lieutenant  of  the  County 
for  such  Addition  thereto  by  drafts  out  of  his  Militia  as  yon  may 
judge  necessary  and  convenient ;  and  the  whole  being  under  yonr 
orders,  you  are  to  take  especial  Care  that  the  strictest  Discipline  be 
observed,  and  that  no  Insult  or  Injury  be  offered  or  done  to  any 
of  the  Inhabitants,  they  behaving  quietly  and  inoffensively  as  be- 
comes good  Citizens  of  the  Commonwealth.  And  if  any  Circumstances 
should  arise  which  may  make  it  appear  to  you  that  a  greater  force 
is  necessary  to  secu^re  Peace  and  establish  good  order  in  the  said 
County,  yon  are  to  inform  Council  thereof  by  the  speediest  Means, 
that  Bodies  of  Militia  from  other  Counties  may  be  sent  to  reinforce 
jou  accordingly. 


Col.  T.  PicKKBiNa  to  S.  Hodqdon,  1787. 

Nazareth,  Oct  19, 1787. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  wrote  you  to  day  by  Capt.  Schott  from  Easton,*  I  tbink  the 
intercepted  letters  of  Hamilton  &  Bentonf  which  are  with  Council, 
would  be  useful  to  me  at  Wyoming.  I  wish  you  therefore  to  get 
copies  of  them,  &  forward  them  by  Mr.  Evans,  who  indeed  can 
easily  obtain  the  copies,  or  may  have  leisure  to  make  them  himself, 
I  ih&ll  be  sorry  to  miss  of  them,  &  the  sooner  I  have  them  the 
better. 

On  my  arrival  here  this  morning,  I  found  that  Jno.  Soott  & 
Oeorga  had  gone  forward  to  Hallers,  ezpeoting  I  should  go  thither 
^ireotly  from  Easton,  This  has  obliged  me  to  pursue  them,  &  I  am 
jvat  returned.    I  have  sent  Jno.  Soott  forward  on  foot  direetlj  tcoia 

*  BtepMgeg,  CoLReo^t  -XF-yP-  807. 
f  See  pp.,  176,  183, 
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Halltn,  &  I  expect  he.  will  be  in  .Will^esbo»nfgh,.  qo  Ghudaj.  If 
there  ehoald  be  atij  groii'Dd  to  i^prebend  danger  to  017  perioni  Ike 
is  to  come  ont  to  meet  me,  I  sbaill  aooompanj  George  with  the 
waggon  in  which  I  AmR  put  on  a  few  of  the  goods  remaining  at 
-HajAers. 

4^  o'clock  P.  M.  Geoiige  is  jnst  nadj  to  start  ibr  BetUahom  for 
the  waggon. 

affectionallj  adien, 

T.  MCRERINO. 

.  Samuel  Hodgdon  Esqnire,  at  Caipentars  Hall  Chestnut  Street 
Philadelphia. 


Jakbs  Bikkbr  to  Gbh.  Bichabb  Bunn,  1T87. 

Oopy  of  a  letter  from  James    Rinkento  the  Bnpsihilendant 
of  Indian  affairs  for  Ihe  Northern  Department|  dated, 

Pittebnrg,  23nl  October,  1787. 
Sir, 

-'  I  hope  by  this  time  jonr  leg  is  so  strong  that  jon  will  be  soon 
liere — ^I  long  to  see  you— The  indians  in  general  seeia  to  be  Hi-dis- 
posed, towards  the  states — ^They  are  killing  people  about  Wheeling 
on  both  sides  of  the  riyer  frequently.  If  tou  were  here  yonrsdf  it 
might  have  a  eood  effect  on  them  in  keeping  them  quiet  I  hope 
soon  to  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  here,  &o. 
I  am  Sir,  &c., 

(Signed)    JAMES  BINKEN. 
Directed^ 
Gen.  Richard  Butler  Esq.,  Superintendant  Indians  affairSi  &c. 


Council  to  Assembly,  1787. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphin.  October,  SI**,  17S7. 

The  Council,  on  further  Consideration  of  the  late  Adyioesfrom  the 

Coon^  of  Luieme,  are  of  Opinion  that  it  is  neceBsarjan  AppKca- 

tibn  be  made  to  Congress  fior  their  Consent  for  raising  and  em^oying 

ji  body  of  Troops  not  exceeding  fire  hundred*  men,  for  the  porpoae 

.  «f  protecting  the  peaeaable  inhaUtants  of  that  Oounty?«-«beald  your 

*  See  Col.  Ree./Vol,  X7.,  p,  W7. 


Hon^  Home  be  of  the  sama^Opiaioii,  we  wish  you  to  auilionpe  us 
to  make  tbe  Applicatioii. 

I  Am,  Sifj  vith  great  reepeot, 

yr.  obed.  &  very  h.  Sery'ti 

CHAELBS  BIDDLE,  Seo'y.* 
2N>«^— Hon.  ThoP  MiSio^  speaker  ofGen^  AsiettUy. 


Pex8.  Fbahklibt  to  DblbgatM  IK  C0Ka3;fi88,  1788. 

In  Connoil, 

Philadelphia,  October  81<«^  1787.    ' 
Ghmtlemen: 

We  indoee  yon  a  Copy  of  a  resoIVe  of  the  LegTelatare,  and  ire 
viah  an  application  be  made  to  Congress  as  sqon  as  possible  for  their 
Coinent  to  ndse  the  number  of  Troops  mentioned  in  the  resolve — 
ihonld  Congress  comply  with  our  request;  please  to  inform  us  of  it 
by  the  first  opportunity. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

your  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN, 
President-f 
To  the  Hon'ble  The  Delegates  of  Pennsylvania. 


Bbsolution  of  Assbmblt,  1787. 

State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Wednesday,  October  81-^  1787,  A.  M. 
The  Committee  appointed  October  29^  on  that  part  of  the  Mes- 
nge  and  papers  which  respect  the  disturbances  in  the  County  of 
Lueme,  made  report,  which  was  read,  and  on  motion  and  by  special 
order  the  same  was  read  a  second  time, — Whereupon 

Resolved,  as  in  the  opinion  of  this  House  a  permanent  force  of 
etilisted  troops  may  be  necessary  to  secure  the  peace  of  the  County 
of  Lazerne,  that  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  be  authorized  and 
requested  to  obtain  the  permission  of  Congress  to  raise  any  number 
of  troops  for  the  said  purpose  not  exceeding  five  hundred  men. 
Extract  from  the  minutes, 

JACOB  8HALLU8, 
Copy,  Anifitant  Clerk. 

JAMES  TRIMBLE. 

*  Appointed  secretary  in  place  of  General  Armstrong  October  28^— &«% 
Col  Bee.,  VoL  XV.,  pp.  801,  818. 

t  BtDjamiji  FnokUn  was  tbiB  dayne-elected  Pres.  and  Peter iMAmftMEr^ 
Tie9  Pr9tident—8ee  Col  Bee,,  Vol  XV.,  p.  808. 
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V.  P.   MXTHLENBEKG  TO  TiMOTHT  PlCMBINa,  1787. 

In  Council; 

Philidelp.  October  31»*,  1787. 
Sir, 

Co^  Dennison,  on  his  arrival^  laid  befoie  Ooonoil|  several  papers 
relative  to  the  present  situation  of  Lnseme  County,  together  with  a 
representation  from  the  Magistrates.  Council  wish  to  take  some 
time  to  deliberate  on  the  necessary  measures — but  wish  you,  in  the 
mean  time,  to  inform  the  Magistrates  &  County  Lieut.,  That  a  suf- 
ficient number  of  Troops  will  be  sent  in  good  time,  if  necessary,  to 
take  part  at  Tioga.  Council  have  also  commissioned  Capt*  Ross, 
whose  name  was  formerly  omitted  by  mistake — ^Those  other  Gentle- 
men who  were  returned,  and  not  Commission'd,  may  still  be  brought 
forward — if  it  can  be  made  appear  to  Council  that  They  have  not 
disqualified  themselves  by  Opposition  to  Government— If  you, 
therefore,  in  Conjunction  with  the  County  L*  &  others,  will  make 
inquiry  into  the  matter  &  report.  Council  will  take  order  thereon. 

The  increase  of  Magistrates  for  Luseme  will  be  taken  up  by 
Council  as  soon  as  possible.  Council  wish  further  to  inform  you, 
that  They  have  rec'  a  Letter  from  Col**  Buttler  Apologizing  for  part 
of  his  Conduct  during  the  late  riot,  &  stating  the  reason  for  such 
Conduct ;  That  Council  are  happy  to  find  the  charges  ag*  Col"  Butt- 
ler are  on  slight  grounds,  and  flatter  themselves  He  will,  by  his 
future  Conduct,  justify  the  Choice  of  Council  in  his  Appointment 
Council  having  likewise  rec'  information  That  proper  &  legal  notice 
was  not  given  for  the  choice  of  the  upper  B.  Militia  Officers;  They 
have  therefore  set  aside  the  election  &  directed  the  Lieut,  to  order 
another. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient 

and  very  humble  servant, 

PETER  MUHLENBERG,  V.  P.* 


Board  of  War  to  Prbb.  Franklin,  1786. 

War  Office,  Slat  October,  1787. 
Sir, 

Agreeably  to  the  acts  of  Congress  of  the  3d  instant,  for  raising 
a  body  of  troops  to  replace  those  now  on  the  frontiers,  I  have  the 
honor  to  inform  your  Excellency,  that  the  following  oommiasioned 

*  He  was  elected  Vice  President  jOct.  Slat,  in  place  of  Cbarlee  Biddle,  to 
whom  a  vote  of  thanks  was  rendered  Oct.  9, — See  CoL  Rec.  VoL  XI,  pp. 
i^^4  308. 


offieen  will  1>e  MMMffj  for  the  quota  of  PeDnsyWaiiUi  Mag  eon- 
foraiaUy  lo  die  presMt  ftrriogeiDont--^  iril^ 

.     1  IJduteoa^  Colonel. QommuicUiit/ 

-  1  onfjgeoOy 
1  SorgooB't  If  tie. 

It  maj  be  nMenary  to  apprise  jour  ExoelleiiOT,  tliat  aIt1ioii|;b' 
Ueatenant  Oolond  Oommanaaiit  Hanoar  has  been  honored  by  Ooil-' 
mae  with  the  buetet  rank  of  Briffadiery  yet  he  is  atill  the  Lievtenant- 
Cdonel  CbttBandatit  of  the  Begimenty  and  his  relation  thereto  eon- 
thmea  the  aaflBJBi  tHk  if  he  had  not  reoeived  the  brevet  rank. 

I  beg  leate  t6  inform  your  Bieelleocy  that  as  the  serrioe  of  part 
of  the  tioope  will  expire  in  the  ooorse  of  the  ensning  year,  it  will  be 
adrantageona  to  the  pnblio,  that  the  appointments  of  the  officers 
take  pIiM  at  as  early  a  period  as  possible,  after  the  legislature  shall 
have  passed  laws  to  raise  the  troops. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  the  hiffhest  respect, 

Your  Ezoellencjps  most  obedient         ^ 
and  very  bumble  serv't, 

Dineied,  H.  KNOX. 

His  Excellency  the  President  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penasyl- 
vaoia. 


Jambs   Mabshbl  to  Pbbs.  Franklin,  1787. 

Philadelphia,  6th  Nov.,  1787. 
Sir, 

From  late  and  authentic  Accounts  from  the  County  of  Washing- 
|0D,  two  families.  Consisting  of  seven  persons  in  each,  six  of  whom, 
ioeaoh  family,  have  been  lately  killed  and  scalped,  and  the  remaining 
two  persona  taken  prisoners  by  the  Indians.  This  Circumstance, 
togeUiei  with  others  of  a  like  nature,  in  the  neighbouring  Counties 
in  Virginia,  I  find  has  much  alarmed  the  Inhabitants  of  Washington 
Cooaty.  We  are  at  present  in  a  very  bad  situation  for  Defenee, 
»Qd  our  Circumstances  in  general,  more  Bspecially  that  of  the  fron- 
tier Inbabiunts,  is  such  that  very  few  are  able  to  purchase  even  a 
Small  Quantity  of  Ammunition.  BesideS|  the  frontier  people  of 
that  County  have  suffered  Considerably  in  the  late  war,  and  ax^  V^^ 
&o  means  able  to  make  bo  noble  a  stand  as  they  tben  did.    ¥«nn\^ 
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me  therefore  to  observe,  that  if  the  Indians  oontiaoe  their  Depre- 
dations as  in  all  probability  they  will,  it  will  be  less  expeaaiye  and 
much  more  advantageous  to  the  state  to  support  the  present  line  of 
frontier  than  to  suffer  the  enemy  to  penetrate  into  the  Country. 
The  Major  part  of  the  frontier  Inhabitants  are  annred  to  the  Businessi 
and  as  to  Indian  Incorsions  are  as  maoh  preferable  to  the  people  in 
the  Interior  parts  of  the  State  as  old  Veteran  Troops  are  to  young 
recruits.  I  would  also  observe  that  in  Washington  County  we  have 
a  very  extended  frontier,  I  think  not  less  than  one  hundred  miles  all 
equally  exposed.  That  in  my  opinion  it  will  require  at  least  one 
hundred  men  even  to  watch  the  approach  of  the  Enemy,  and  that  if 
two  hundred  active  woods  men  were  employed  under  the  command 
of  Experienced  Officers  it  would  probably  be  a  sufficient  inducement 
to  the  frontiers  to  make  a  Stand.  I  well  know  the  circumstances  of 
the  people  on  the  frontiers  and  that  however  well  disjposed  they  may 
be  to  support  the  Goverment  as  well  as  preserve  their  property,  yet 
I  am  assured  that  without  the  special  aid  of  Ooverment^  a  very  Con- 
siderable part  of  Washington  Cfounty  will  be  ^Evacuated  should  the 
Indians  make  incursions  on  our,  or  the  neighbouring  frontiers  next 
spring,  the  people  do  not  believe  the  Indians  will  discriminate  between 
Pennsylvanians  and  the  citizens  of  any  other  State,  and  the  fact  is 
they  have  not  done  it  in  their  late  depredations,  for  the  last  family 
they  destroyed  lived  within  thirteen  or  fourteen  miles  of  the  Center 
of  Washington  County. 

Since  I  began  to  write  I  have  had  an  account  of  Another  family 
being  killed  in  Washington  County,  near  Pittsburg ;  this  will,  no 
doubt,  also  alarm  the  people  of  Westmoreland  County,  as  they  are 
Equally  Exposed  with  us,  and  I  Believe  are  in  no  better  situation 
for  Defence.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  your  Exeellency  and  your 
Hon'ble  Board  will  provide  for  the  preservation  and  safety  of  our 
frontiers,  and  that  the  people  may  have  timely  notice  thereof,  that 
Instead  of  preparing  to  remove  to  a  place  of  safety,  they  may  pre- 
pare such  places  of  safety  on  the  present  line  of  frontiers  as  they 
may  think  most  advisable. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be. 

With  the  highest  Respect, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient 
And  very  Humble  servant^ 

JAMES  MARSHEL, 

Lieut.  Wt.  Co'y, 
Directed^ 

On  public  service. 

His  Excellency,  President  Franklin,  Philadelphia.'*' 

«  Col.  Reo.,  XV.  p.,  817. 
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Yalbnubs  Eckbki  to  Pbb8.  Esaskun,  1787.     ■ 

Sir, 

I  have  BOW  the  Satisftoiion  to  inform  you  that  I  have  (but  wi^h 
a  great  deal  of  Diffionltj)  so  far  aocomplished  jomr  Orders  as  to 
have  sixtj  men  in  readineaa  for  a  March,  and  expect  to  baye  the 
acTentj  (the  namber  I  was  ordered  to  call  oat)  in  a  short  Time. 
Agreeable  to  your  Orders  I  had  two  Glasses  of  the  Battallion  called, 
whose  turn  it  was  to  perform  their  Tonr  of  Daty,  and  proposed  to 
them  either  to  taro  oot  themselves  or  find  Substitutes,  but  found  the 
People  80  nnwilling  to  go,  and  so  quarrelsome  that  it  was  not  in  my 
Power  to  do  any  Thing  with  them  the  Day  they  had  a  Meeting,  but 
in  order  to  bring  them  too,  I  had  some  of  them  bound  over  to  Court. 
I  shall  to  Day  set  out  with  what  men  I  have  from  Reading  to  Kutts 
Town,  from  whence  I  expect  to  March  with  my  full  Complement 
next  Monday^  at  farthest,  for  Fort  Allen. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  Excellencies  most  ob't. 
And  humble  Servant, 

VALENTINE  ECKERT. 

Reading,  Nov.  9th,  1787. 
Directed^ 
His  Elxcellency,  Benjamin  Franklin,  Esquire,  Philada. 


Resolution  of  Assembly,  1787. 

State  of  Pennsylvania,  In  Qeneral  Assembly. 

Monday,  November  12th,  1787,  A.  M. 
The  report  of  the  Committee  read  November  9th,  relative  to  the 
purchase  of  a  tract  of  country  on  Lake  Erie,  was  read  the  second 
time,  whereupon 

Resolved,  That  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  be  authorised  and 
requested  to  obtain,  and  lay  before  the  General  Assembly,  a  descrip- 
tion of  the  lands  lying  between  the  northern  boundary  of  thb  State 
and  Lake  Erie,  with  an  Estimate  of  the  sum  necessary  to  purchase 
such  part  thereof  as  may  be  thought  necessary  to  accommodate  this 
SUte. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 


J.  SHALLUS, 

Aft,C\L. 


*  See  page 
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Gov.  Randolph  op  Va.  to  Prbs.  FBANKLnr,  1787. 

Kchmondj  NoTomber  14|  1787. 
Sin 

I  do  myself  tbe  honor  of  incIoBing  to  your  Ezoelleney  the  reso- 
lation  of  oar  legislstnre  ooDceroing  the  federal  coDstitation. 
I  am  Sir,  with  tbe  highest  respect, 

your  moat  obed't  Semmty 

BDW.  RANDOLPH. 

His  Excellency,  The  Prendent  of  Pennsylvanim. 


Instructions  to  Nathan  Dbnnison,  1787. 

Philad'a,  Not.  15, 1787, 

In  Oonncil. 
Sir, 

You  arc  requested  by  tbe  Council  in  your  Way  to  Wyoming,  to 
call  at  Fort  Allen,  ana  deliver  to  the  Commanding  officer  of  tha 
Militia  now  at  that  Place  the  Instructions  for  him  that  are  herewith 
put  into  your  Hands :  And  that  when  yoa  arrive  at  Wyoming,  yoa 
will  prepare  the  Minds  of  the  People  there,  for  the  good  k  quiet 
Reception  of  the  said  Militia,  by  informing  the  Inhabitants  that  it  is 
not  sent  to  act  offensively  against  any  Person  or  Persons  whatever, 
but  merely  to  protect  the  civil  officers  of  government  in  the  Exercise 
of  their  respective  Functions.  Wishing  you  a  good  Journey,  I. 
am,  with  much  Esteem, 

Sir,  your  most  obedient 

&  most  humble  Servant, 

B.  FRANKLIN,  President* 
Directed^ 

Hon'ble  Nathan  Denison,  Esq. 


Petition  op  Thomas  Lloyd  to  Prbs.  Franklin,  1787. 

Philadelphia,  Nov'r  15th,  1787. 
May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

Having  engaged  in  a  daily  publication  of  the  debates  of  the 
Members  of  the  General  Assembly  which  may  furnish  useful  infor- 
mation to  the  Citizens  of  Pennsylvania, 

*  See  Col.  Rcc,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  823. 


FKHNSTLYJLinA  ABOHIYSS  1787.  213 

I  b^  perminiai  to  mipplj  the  Hon'ble  Sopreme  Bieeattre 
Gooneil  with  tbis  work  in  the  manner  other  periodical  papers  are 
admitted. 

I  hate  the  honor  to  be^ 

with  the  greatest  respect 

Your  Ezoellenoy's 
mort  Obedient  and 
Yerr  humble  servant, 

THOMAS  LLOTD. 
Directed, 

His  Eicellency,  Beiyamin  Franklin,  Esq'r,  President  of  the 
Supreme  Executive  Council. 


Sam.  Oo&doh  to  N.  Dkhnisov,  1787. 

Wilkcsbarry,  24th  Nov^r,  1787. 
Sir, 

Li  my  episUe  to  jou  whilst  jou  were  in  Philadelphia  I  fbrgoi  to 
inform  jou  of  a  certain  Smith,  a  Scotchman,  long  visaged,  much 
broke  with  the  small-poz;  who  I  take  to  be  one  of  McKinatrj 
Beach  Leringston's  &  Go's.,  emissaries,  who  takug  me  to  be  of  a  like 
turn  of  mind  with  himself  informed  me  their  intention  was  not  to 
ask  the  protection  of  any  state,  that  thej  ment  to  govern  themselves, 
and  if  molested  protect  themselves  against  any,  or  all  the  states. 
If  they  found  themselves  unable  to  stand  against  the  States,  call  for 
the  assistance  of  the  British,  being  an  independent  people,  should 
have  a  right  to  request  &  receive  the  Protection  of  any  state  or 
Power. 

In  order  to  incouniffe  Settlers  to  come  into  their  country  &  settle, 
I  see  a  writing  in  the  hands  of  the  above  Smith  signed  by  Mo 
Kinstry  &  Allen  signifying  that  Each  settler  should  have  a  certain 
Qoantity  of  Land  gratis,'&c.,  &c.  Snbtill  arguments  are  made  use  of 
to  persuade  the  people  to  repair  to  a  new  Country  to  avoid  the  heavv 
Taxes  their  new  masters  lay  on  them,  that  they  would  be  much 
easier  under  their  former  yoke. 

I  shall  not  trouble  you  with  the  arguments  I  have  made  use  of 
to  deswade  some,  who  I  think  have  seen  their  error. 

I  am  S'  your  most  obed't  Serv% 

SAML.  GORDON. 
DtrecffJy 

Hon'ble  N.  Denison,  Esq'r,  Kingstown. 

*  See  Col.  Bee.,  Tel.  XY.,  p.  84fi. 
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SXOEBTABY  OT  GOVGRBSS  TO  PbBS.  FbABKLIN,   1787. 

Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress, 

November  28ll^  1787. 
Sir, 

I  bave  the  bonor  to  transmit  to  yoar  Excellency  herewith  en- 
closed, two  setts  of -the  Joamals  of  Cbnmss  for  last  year,  and  two 
Copies  of  the  continuation  from  the  20th  September  to  the  first 
Monday  of  the  present  month  to  oompleat  those  already  sent. 

I  am  sorry  to  mforii  jou  that  a  sufficient  number  of  states  have 
not  yet  assembled  to  proceed  to  business  and  that  your  state  is  one 
of  those  unrepreaentod. 

I  am  sensible  the  attention  of  the  public  b  principally  turned  to  the 
New  Constitution  proposed  by  the  late  Convention ;  but  when  your 
Excellency  considers  the  situation  of  affiiirs  both  abroad  and  at 
home,  that  the  flame  of  War  seem  to  be  kindling  in  Europe,  and 
may  reach  our  borders ;  that  our  peace  with  the  Western  and 
Southern  Indians  is  in  a  very  precarious  situation  and  our  frontier 
settlements  in  Imminent  danger }  and  when  you  are  further  informed 
that  a  public  Minister  is  daily  expected  to  arrive  here  from  France, 
I  humbly  hope  your  Excellency  will  agree  with  me  in  opinion  that 
the  honor  ana  the  Interest  of  the  Confederacy  require  a  speedy  and 
constant  representation  in  Congress;  and  that  you  will  use  your 
endeavours  to  forward  Delegates  from  your  state  as  speedily  as 
poBidble.  With  great  Bespeot^ 

I  Lave  the  honor  to  be, 
Your  Bxcellenc'y 
most  obedient  and 

most  humble  Bervt., 
Directed,  CHA.  THOMSON. 

His  Excellency,  the  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


Col.  Akd'w  Pobtsb,  Comm's,  to  Pbbs.  F»AHKl*iNy  1787. 

(Gentlemen : 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  Council  that  we  have  compleated 
the  Northern  boundary  Line  of  this  State ;  Enclosed  you  have  our 
Keport.'*'  A  Draught  of  the  Line  will  be  oompleat  in  a  few 
weeks  &  delivered  to  Council. 

I  am^  with  Respect, 

Gentlemen  your  obedient 

Humble  Servant. 
Philada.,  Nov.  28th,  1787.  A.  PORTER. 

Directed, 

His  Excellency,  the  President  and  Supreme  Executive  Council, 
Penoyrlrauia. 
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TnoMAS  SooTT,  Tbubtbe  of  Wabhihgton  Aoademt  to 
P&B8.  Franklin,  1787. 

Philada.,  Deoem.  15, 1787. 
Sir, 

Pnnuuil  to  tbe  Aoi  of  Oeneril  Assembly  for  incorporating  and 
OBdowiDg  Washington  Aoademy  psss'd, 

Col  Harahall  and  myself,  (two  of  the  Tmstees,)  have  on  our 
appUoation  obtained  the  warranl  for  tbe  Lands  thus  endowed,  call- 
ing for  tbem  in  the  last  purchase  generally — trosting  on  the  disposi- 
tion of  Ooonoil  to  promote  so  yaluable  an  institution  I  beg  leave 
toiequoat  that  your  hon'ble  Board  will  permit  the  Surveyor  General 
to  direct  these  Warrants  to  be  laid  in  one  of  the  Districts  of  Dona- 
tion Lands.  I  am  encouraged  to  make  thb  request  from  information 
that  the  appropriation  of  tnoae  lands  are  satisfied;  and  from  a  wish 
to  senre  tbe  Interest  of  the  academy. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

your  most  obedient  Servant, 

THO.  SCOTT. 

His  Bxoeiry  The  President,  or  the  Hon.  the  Vice  President,  Li 
Council. 


Wm.  Armstrong  to  Council — ^Northern  Boundary,  1787. 

Philadelphia,  Decem'r  17th,  1787. 
Gentlemen, 

In  consequence  of  my  appointment  last  April,  I  employed  a  num- 
bar  of  Laboring  Hands  for  tbe  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  necessary 
operations  to  complcat  the  Northern  Boundary  Line  of  this  Com- 
monwealth. Those  men  were  employed  at  very  low  Wages,  which 
they  had  every  reason  to  believe  would  either  be  paid  to  them  in 
hai^  money,  or  the  value  thereof  in  Paper.  The  time  has  now 
arrived  for  the  settlement  of  their  accounts :  the  business  is  attended 
with  difficulty,  and  I  have  to  re<|uest  that  your  Honourable  Body 
would  admit  such  an  addition  to  their  Wages,  or  advise  some  other 
method  that  may  do  justice  to  the  men  and  relieve  your 

H'ble  Servt, 

WM.  ARMSTRONG.* 
Direc/wf, 
To  the  Supremo  Bzecutive  Council. 

*  8ee(kL  Rte.,  Y^  2¥.,  p.  856. 
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AhDBBW  ElLICOTT  to  COXTNOIL,  1787. 

Philadelpbia^  Deoember  19th^  17S7. 
GentlemeDi 

Having  been  ooneeroed  in  running  all  tbe  Astronomioal  Boun- 
daries of  the  Commonwealth,  and  posseBsed  of  all  tbe  ObservationB, 
(wbicb  are  very  nnmeronB)  nsed  in  determining  the  different  limits 
of  the  State.  In  mj  opinion  now  tbe  bnaiaesfl  ia  oomplaated,  it 
will  be  necessary  to  have  some  record,  or  rather  a  publication  of  the 
Observations,  toffetber  with  the  methods  that  were  pursued  on  that 
occasion ;  not  only  for  the  satisfiMstion  of  the  parties  concerned,  but 
also  for  the  advantages  which  tbe  science  of  Astronomy  may  derive 
from  such  a  publication.  I  shall  be  happy  in  having  a  conference 
with  any  Gentlemen  of  your  Body  on  this  subject,  and  bav«  no 
doubt  but  it  may  be  made  advantaffcous  both  to  the  State  and  to 

yourU'bl  Servt., 

ANIVW.  ELLICOTT. 

P.  S.  I  will  undertake  arranging  tbe  Astronomical  Observations 
by  which  the  boundaries  of  the  State  were  determined,  and  also  add 
such  Observations  as  we  made  on  the  Soil  and  Natural  History  of 
the  Country  thro'  which  we  passed,  for  tbe  Sum  of  £150,  hard 
Money,  or  the  value  thereof  in  Paper,  one  half  of  the  money  to  be 
advanced,  and  the  other  half  to  be  paid  when  the  work  is  finished— 
the  work  to  be  the  property  of  the  State,  and  ready  for  publication 
on  or  before  the  first  day  of  June  next* 

A.  E. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency,  the  President,  and  Supreme  Executive  Council 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 


Obadiah  Gobb  and  Matthias  Hollbkbach  to  Prbs. 
Fhakkliw,  1786. 

We  have  made  it  a  matter  of  Enquiry  of  the  necessity  of  the 
State  keeping  up  Troops  to  secure  the  Allegiance  of  the  Insurgents 
of  this  Country,  and  have  Consulted  a  number  of  those  We  Bateem 
friends  to  Government — am  Informed  from  Gk)od  authority  that  it 
is  the  Determination  of  the  leaders  of  the  Insurgents  to  get  on  as 
many  half  Sharemen  (so  called)  as  possibly  they  can  in  the  spring, 
&  possess  themselves  of  all  the  lands  Capable  of  Cultivation  that  u 
not  now  Occupy'd,  and  set  up  their  Claim  and  support  it  in  their 
way. 

Now  whether  it  wou'  not  be  policy  to  send  a  Company  Immedi- 
ately to  Tioga,  Inlisted  for  one  year,  unless  sooner  Discharged,  and 
let  the  reasons  be  published  why  they  are  sent,  which  will  pKvent 

*  EQioottf ft  3c«nia\^ 
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in  a  Oreti  measure  people  being  prevailed  on  to  oommenee  half 
sharemeD  bj  miaohieTooi  Dengning  personB  to  Engage  in  that  under- 
taking, and  torn  the  Drift  of  them  another  waj.  Should  the 
Troops  (nnder  smart,  active  (Moers,)  continne  there  until  about  the; 
first  of  Jnne  next,  while  people  Oenerally  Qet  settled  for  a  season's 


work,  it  is  highly  probable  they  may  be  Diseharged. 

It  is  but  of  little  consequence  to  continue  the  troops  here,  as  it 
does  not  secure  the  allegiance  of  the  Insurgents  at  Tioga,  (whona 
they  chiefly  are  and  Ooing)  but  the  Troops  l^ing  there  secures  the 
whole.  We  should  have  advised  to  the  messure  of  removing  the 
Troops  which  are  now  here  to  Tioga,  but  the  time  of  their  Inlistmenl 
was  so  short  we  apprehended  it  wou'  haye  been  attended  with  a  bad 
eonsequence  unless  we  were  sure  of  a  relief  arriving  Inunediately 
upon  the  Expiration  of  their  Inlistment. 

This  County  from  the  Nescopeck  to  the  north  line  of  the  State  is 
about  120  miles,  and  only  six  magistrates  within  it,  we  should  sup^ 
pose  an  additional  number  wou'  be  Necessary,  and  could  Messrs. 
Buck  &  Hurlbutt  be  Commissioned  on  their  former  appointment  it 
might  answer  a  Good  purpose,  as  there  is  some  complaints  among 
the  militia  officers  who  have  not  received  their  Commissions,  that 
the  Councill  have  received  some  unfavourable  Information  against 
them.  Wou'  it  not  be  adviseable  to  Order  a  board  of  Enquiry,  that 
the  aggreaved  party  may  Exonerate  themselves  by  Testimony,  and  by 
that  means  the  Councill  may  be  Informed  of  facts,  and  capable  of 
Doing  Justice  to  the  parties. 
We  are,  Sir, 

your  most  Obedient, 

Humbl.  Servts", 

OBA*  GORE, 
M.  HOLLENBACH. 
Direeterff 

His  Excellency,  the  President  in  Councill. 

Dec.  22d,  1787. 


Lt.  Col.  Josiah  Habmab  to  Pres.  Franklin,  1787. 

Fort  Harmar  at  the  Mouth  of  the  Muskingum, 

December  28d,  1787. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  your  Excellency  &  the  Honorable, 
the  Council,  a  Return  of  the  Pennsylvania  Troops  in  the  Service  of 
the  United  States,  dated  this  day. 

The  Secretary  at  War  informs  me  that  Congress,  by  their  Aoi  ol 
the  3d  October  last,  have  been  pleased  to  call  upon  the  aamia  &MAa 
to  raise  the  «sflM  AiuBAer  of  mso /orllma  yaaiii.iA  ocdot  ttn^.^Xva 
pregeoi  att0$n  jo^ght  be  niMMoed  iu  Bnnod.  ,     • 
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By  Mr.  Melohior  your  Exoellency'B  Letter  was  reorived,  likewise 
one  from  the  boaorable,  the  Vioe  prendent,  Oenend  Mifflin,  A  the 
honorable  Charles  Biddle,  Esq.,  the  Secretary ;  all  in  favor  of  this 
yonng  Gentleman  for  the  appointment  of  an  Ensignoy.  Prerioos  to 
the  receipt  of  theee  Letters  I  was  indnced  in  my  Letter  of  the  7th 
August  to  recommend  to  your  EzooUency,  Mr.  Robert  Thomson,  a 
Son  of  the  late  General  Thomson's,  to  fill  the  first  vacancy.  He  was 
warmly  recommended  to  me  by  General  Irvin  &  several  others  of 
his  acquaintance.  * 

From  the  powerful  recommendations  in  fiivonr  of  Mr.  Melohior, 
it  would  bo  presumption  in  me  to  urge  the  matter  further,  aa  the 
appointments  rest  solely  with  your  honorable  body. 

irit  meets  the  approbation  of  your  Excellency  &  the  hoDOrable 
Council,  the  followiog  is  the  new  arrangement  which  I  wish  to  take 
place  in  our  State,  for  the  Ist  United  States  Regiment,  vis. 

^  Lt  Col.  Com't 

JOSIAH  HARMAR,  V  ft 

)  Brigadier  General  by  Brevet 
Captain  William  Ferguson,  Artillery. 
Captain  David  Zeigler,  Infkntry. 
Captain  William  M'Curdy,  ditto. 

Lieutenant  Erourius  Beatty,  Infantry. 

Lieutenant  Thomas  Doyle,        ditto. 

Lieutenant  John  Armstrong,     ditto. 

Lieutenant  Edward  Spear,  Art'y,  Vice  Lt.  Aston  promoted. 

Ensign  Ebenczer  Denny,  Infkntr^ . 

Ensign  Nathan  M'Dowell,  ditto. 

Robert  Thomson,  1  One  of  them  to  be  Ensign  in  the  Infantry. 

Jacob  Melchoir.    J  Vice  Ensign  Spear  promoted. 

T  t.    itf'n      11  Q  )  It  is  uncertain  whether  he  will  continue 

John  M  Dowell,  Surgeon,  j  .^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^ 

Richard  Allison,  Surgeon's  Mate. 

Either  Mr.  Thomson  or  Mr.  Melohior,  which  ever  your  Excellency 
&  the  Honorable  Council  shall  judge  most  proper,  will  fill  the  vacancy 
occasioned  by  Captain  Finney's  resignation.  If  Doctor  M'DoweU 
declines  the  service.  Doctor  Allison,  the  mate,  is,  I  believe,  in  every 
respect  qualified  to  succeed  him. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

With  the  highest  esteem  &  respect. 

Your  Excellency's  &  the  honorable 

Council's  most  h'ble  &  obt  Ser'tf 
JOS.  HARMAR, 
Lt  Col.  Com.  1st  U.  S.  Reg.,  &  Brig.  Gen.  by  Brevet 
DireeUfff 
Mm  ExcBlhn€j,  Benjamin  Frank\\ii,'BM\.)'9t«i»^«^^)&tlLe  honor- 
stble.  The  Supremo  Exeoative  OoausA  Pwrnv^VrwA*- 
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Fbench  and  American  Commkrcb,  1787. 


LETTRE  de  M.  Lambert, 
Conseiller  d'Etat  &  an  Con- 
Bcil  royale  de  Finance  &  de 
Commerce,  Contrdleur  g^ 
n^ral  des  finances,  k  M.  Jef- 
ferson, Ministre  pl^nipoten- 
tiaire  des  Etats-Unis  d*A- 
m^rique  pr^  de  Sa  Majesty 
Tr^s-Chr^tienne. 

Versailles,  29.  Ddeembre  1787. 

J'ai  rhonneur,  Monsienr,  de 
vous  envoyer  une  oopie  de  T  Arr§t 
qui  vient  d'etre  rendu  au  Conseil 
pour  r  encouragement  du  Com- 
merce des  Etats-unis  de  I'Am^ 
rique  en  France.  Je  vous  en  feral 
passer  un  certain  nombre  d'exem- 
plaires,  aussit6t  qu'il  sera  imprim^. 

y ous  J  verrez  quo  plusieurs  fa- 
yeurs  considerables  qui  n'avoient 
point  encore  ^t^  promises  au  Com- 
merce Am^ricain,  ont  ^t^  ajout^s 
h  oelles  que  le  Roi  vous  avoit  &it 
annoncer  par  la  lettre  qui  vous  a 
6t6  ^rite  le  22  Ootobre  de  I'annte 
demi^re. 

Si  dans  I'intervalle,  quelques 
droits  ont  ^t^  pergus  centre  les 
dispositions  de  cette  lettre,  lis 
seront  restituds  sur  la  representa- 
tion des  acquits. 

J'ai  donne  ordre  aussi  que  Von 
yerifi&t  les  faits  au  sujet  desquels 
on  vous  a  rapports  que  la  decision 
du  24  Mai  1786,  relativement  au 
commerce  du  Tabao,  n'avoit  pas 
eu  une  cnti^re  execution.  Vous 
pouvez  6tre  assure  que,  s'il  est 
prouve  qu'on  se  soit  ecarte  des 
engagemena  pris  avec  la  sanction 


LETTER  from  M.  Lambkbt, 
Cooncellor  of  State  &  of  the 
Council  royal  of  Finance  & 
Commerce,  Comptroller  ge- 
neral of  finance  to  M«  Jef- 
ferson, Minister  plenipoten- 
tiary for  the  United  Stetes 
of  America  at  the  Court  of 
Yemaillea. 

VersailleB,  I>ee«mb«r  20, 1787. 

I  HAVE  the  honour,  Sir,  to  send 
you  a  copy  of  an  Arret  passed  in 
Council,  for  encouraging  the  Com- 
merce of  Che  United  States  of 
America  in  France.  I  shall  fur- 
nish you  with  a  number  of  others 
as  soon  as  they  shall  be  printed. 

You  will  therein  see  thataeyeral 
considerable  favors,  not  before 
promised  to  the  American  Com- 
merce, have  been  added  to  those 
which  the  kins  annoonoed  to  you, 
in  the  letter  addressed  to  yoa  on 
the22<.  of  October  of  the  laatyear. 

If  in  the  mean  time  any  duties 
have  been  levied,  contrary  to  the 
intentions  of  that  letter,  they 
shall  be  repaid  on  sight  of  the 
Touchers. 

I  have  also  ordered  a  verifica- 
tion of  the  facts  whereon  it  wa- 
represented  to  you,  that  the  de- 
cision of  the  24  of  May  1786, 
relative  to  the  Commerce  of  to- 
bacco, bad  not  been  fully  execu- 
ted. Be  assured  that  if  it  shall 
appear  that  engagements  have 
been  evaded,  w^ch  were  taken 
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dn  Roi,  il  sen  acrapoletuement  under  the  aanotion  of  the  king, 

pourYQ  k  y  satiafiuie.  efbctnal  providon  shall  be  miZ 

for.  their  sompnlons  falfiUxnent. 

VouB  apprendres  encore  aveo  You  will  learn  also  with  pleasoro 

plaiair  qua  les  mesnres  que  j^ai  that  the  measures  I  have  taken  to 

prises  poor  prer^nirrinterruption  prevent  the  interruption  (tf  the 

da  eommeroe  des  tabacs  ont  eu  Commeroe  of  tobaoo0|  have  had 

un  plain  sooete.  full  suooess. 

Oettemarehandisene  sera  point  This  oommoditj  shall  not  be 

exeeptte  de  oelles  auxquelles  Ten-  excepted  from  among  those  to 

trep6tesftaooard6.  Lafermeg^n^-  whion  the  right  of  entrepot  is 

ralenejonirad'aoeuneprtf(§renoe  given.  The  wmers  general  shall . 

poor  Faohaty  ft  les  propri^taires  have.no  preference  in  the  puv-. 

seront  compl^tement  les  mattres  chases,  the  proprietors,  shall  be 

da  lems  sptodations,  &  d'envoyer  perfectly  masters  of  their  speca- 

leorstabaasparmerirEtranger.  lations,  and  free  to  export  their 

tobaoooes  by  sea  to  foreign  eoon- 


n  sera  seulement  pris  des  me- 
surea  pour  pr^venir  les  fraudes 
auxquelles  Tentrepdt  pourroit  ser- 


tries. 

Measures  oidy  must  be  taken 
to  prevent  those  frauds  to  which 
the  entrepot  might  serve  as  a 


vir  de  pr^texte,  k  les  chambres   pretext;    and  the   chambers  of 


da  commerce  des  ports  seront 
consult^es  pour  que  les  pr^u- 
tions  n^essaires  ne  soient  pas  in- 
compatibles  aveo  la  libert^  dont 
le  Commerce  doit  jouir  dans  scs 
operations. 

Quoiqne  rapprovisionnement 
actuel  de  la  Fcrme  gen^rale  se 
monte  h  environ  trois  unn6es  do 
sa  consommation,  j'ai  engag^  cette 


commerce  for  the  ports  shall  be 
consulted,  in  order  that  the  pre- 
cautions necessary  for  this  pur- 
pose, may  not  be  in  a  form  in- 
compatible with  that  liberty  which 
Commerce  ought  to  enjoy  in  its 
operations. 

Although  the  present  stock  of 
the  farmers  general  amounts  to 
about  three  years  consumption  I 

,^ ^„^ have  engaged   that  company  to 

Compagnie  i  continuer  d'acheter   continue  to  purchase  yearly  from 
par  anode,  k  compter  du  1^  Jan-   the  1"'  day  of  January  1788,  to 


vier  1788,  jusqu'^  la  fin  de  son 
bail,  quatorze  mille  boucauds  de 
tabac  directement  apport^s  dans 
les  ports  de  France  but  btitimcns 
Fran9ois  on  Amdricains,  &  de  jus- 
tifier  tons  les  quatre  mois  que  cct 
achat  sera  montd  au  moins  h  qua- 
tre mille  tix  cent*  soixante  &  nix 
boucaudi. 

Quant  aux  prix,  vous  avcz  scnti 
vous-memc  la  necessity  do  les  lais- 
scr  libres;  &  cette  liberty  des  prix 


the  end  of  their  lease  fourteen 
thousand  hogsheads  of  tobacco 
brought  directly  into  the  ports  of 
France  in  French  or  American 
bottoms,  and  to  shew  at  the  end 
of  every  four  months  that  their 
purchases  amount  to  four  thou- 
sand six  hundred  and  sixty  six 
hogsheads. 

As  to  the  prices,  you  have  been 
sdnsible  youn»elf  of  the  necessity 
of  leaving  them  free,  imvA.  V\\\^ 


a  etc  le  premier  ohjet  des  demandea   freedom  of  prico  was  t\ie  i^i\T3Lc\\^t\ 

JO* 
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faites  par  les  n^gocians  Am^ri- 
oaiDB  &  Francois,  lore  des  r^la^ 
matioQS  qui  Be  sont  41ev^  centre 
le  traits  de  M.  MorHs. 

La  r^lution  prise  alors  de  for* 
oer  les  approvisionnemens,  qnoi- 
qor'ik  prix  on^uz,  an  point  qn'il 
en  r^sulte  que  la  ferme  g^n^Ie 
est  maintenant  approvisionn^ 
ponr  trois  ann^,  montre  combien 
rint^dt  des  plantenrs  &  n^ocians 
dM  Etats-Unis  de  TAm^riqae  a 
tonjours  M  prMenx  an  Roi. 

L'arrdt  dn  Conseil  joint  i  cette 
lettre  &  los  autres  dispositions 
dont  j'ai  I'honnenr  de  yens  Cure 
part,  confirment  de  plos  en  pins 
nne  y^rit^  si  propre  k  resserrer 
tons  les  liens  qui  nnissent  les  deux 
nations. 

J'ai  I'honnenr  d'etre  ayeo  nn 
trds-sinc^re  &  inyiolable  attaohe- 
ment,  Monsienr,  yotre  trds-hum- 
ble  &  trds-ob^Bsant  serviteur. 
Sf'gnS  Labcbeet. 


objeot  of  the  applieations  of  the 
American  and  French  merchants 
when  thej  complained  of  the  con- 
tract of  M.  Morris. 

The  determination  then  taken 
to  foroe  the  purohases  of  tobaoony 
tho'  act  big  hpriees,  insomveh  thai 
the  farmers  general  now  find  them* 
selves  possessed  of  three  years 
prOTision,  shews  that  the  infcmts 
of  the  planters  and  merclnnts  of 
the  United  States-  of  America 
have  ever  been  precious  to  the 
King. 

The  arret  of  Conneil  faareln 
inclosed,  and  the  other  regalft- 
tions  which  I  have  the  honour  of 
communicating  to  yon,  are  a  fur- 
ther confirmation  of  a  truth  tend- 
ing so  much  to  strengthen  tho 
bands  which  unite  the  two  na- 
tions. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  with 
a  verj  sincere  and  inviolable  at* 
tachmept,  Sir,  your  most  humble 
and  most  obedient  servant. 

Signed  Lambebt. 


FHNNSYLYAIHA  AB0HITE8  1787. 


Fkbitoh  Aot  nr  Relation  to  Commsbcb,  1787. 


abhAt 

DU  CONBBIL  d'BTAT  DU  ROI 

Pour  renoooragem  en  t  dn  Com- 
merM  de  France  avec  lea 
Etsta-Unia  de  rAm^rique. 
Do  29  B^eembre  1787. 


I  da  StaUtm  cb»  Omtta  ^BaL 

Lb  ROI  Tonlant  encoarager 
le  Gommeroe  de  see  Sijets  aveo 
lee  Etata-Unia  de  TAm^que,  k 
fiiciliter  entre  lee  deax  Nations  des 
relatione  rMproqnement  utiles : 
Onl  le  rapport  dn  sienr  Lambert, 
Conseiller  d'Btat,  k  ordinaire  au 
Gonseil  royal  des  Finances  &  du 
commerce,  Contr6Ienr  gdn^ral  des 
fiDances,  Sa  Afajesti  6tant  en  $on 
ConMeiij  a  ordonn^  &  ordonne  ce 
qui  suit: 

'    Article  pbemier. 

Lbs  bailee  do  baleinc,  &  le 
ppermaceti  qui  proncndront  de 
la  peche  des  citojcns  &  babitans 
des  Etats-Unis  do  TAmdrique,  & 
seront  apport^  en  France  dircc- 
tement  sur  Vaisseauz  Francois  ou 
Bur  Vaisseauz  des  Ecats-Unis,  con- 
tinueront  h  n'etre  soumis  qu*h  un 
droit  de  Sept  livros  diz  sous  par 
barrique  du  poids  de  cinq  oens 
vingt  livres,  Ales  fononsde  balcine 
ne  le  seront  <{n*h  un  droit  de  Six 
liyres  treise  sous  quatre  doniers 
par  quintal,  avec  les  dix  sous  pour 
lirre  en  sus  de  Tun  &  Tantre  droit, 
lesqucls  dix  sous  pour  livre  ccsse- 
ront  au  dernier  d^embre  mil  sept 
cent  qoatrc-vingt-dix ;  so  r^ser- 
Tarit,  Sa  Majesty,  d'accordor  do 
plus  grandeff  hreun  aux  produita 


AN.  ACT 

or 

THE  KING'S  COUNCIL  OF  STAXIL. , 

f'or  the  enconragemeiit  ot  thB* 

Gommeroe  of  France  with  the  • 

United  States  of  America. 

December  29,  1787. 

The  king  desirous  of  encOn- 
ra^ng  the  commerce  of  biff  sub- 
jects with  the  United  States  of 
America  and  of  fiicilitating  be- 
tween the  two  Nations  connec- 
tions reciprocally  useful :  Having 
heard  the  report  of  the  sieur 
Lambert,  Counsellor  of  State  and 
of  tbe  Royal  Council  of  finance 
and  commerce,  Comptroller  ge- 
neral of  finance,  His  Majesty 
BEING  IN  HIS  Council,  has  or- 
dained and  does  ordain  as  follows : 

Article  pirst. 

Whale-oils  and  spermaceti, 
tbe  produce  of  the  fisheries  of 
the  citizens  &  inhabitants  of 
the  United  States  of  America, 
wbich  shall  be  brought  into 
France  directly  in  French  ves- 
sels or  in  those  of  the  United 
States  shall  continue  to  be  sub- 
jected to  a  duty  only  of  seven 
livres  ten  sols  the  barrel  of  five 
hundred  and  twenty  pounds 
weight,  k  whale  fins  shall  De  sub- 
ject to  a  duty  of  only  six  livres 
thirteen  sols  four  deniers  the 
quintal  with  tbe  ten  sols  per  livre 
on  each  of  the  said  duties ;  which 
ten  sols  per  livre  shall  cease  on 
the  last  day  of  December  on« 
thoasand  sevenhundTedhmn&VS^ 
His  Majesty  reserving  to  ^VmsKXl 
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de  la  p§chc  de  la  balcine  ezerc^ 
par  les  P^heurs  des  Etats-Unis 
de  TAm^rique,  qui  seront  appor- 
t6B  en  France  par  Vaisseaux  Fran- 
cois ou  des  Etats-Unis,  dans  le 
cas  oii  d'apr^  les  renseignemens 
qne  Sa  Majesty  fait  recueillir, 
Ella  le  jugeroit  oonvenable  aux 
int^r§t8  des  deuz  Nations. 


n. 

Les  autres  hniles  de  poisson^ 
&  les  poissons  sees  ou  sai^  pro- 
venant  de  m§me  de  la  p^he  des 
citojens  &  habitans  des  Etats- 
Unis,  &  apport^  de  mSme  direc- 
tement  en  France  par  leurs  Vais- 
seaux  ou  par  Vaisseaux  Francois, 
ne  pajeront  autres  ni  plus  forts 
droits  que  ceux  auzquels  sont  ou 
seront  soumis,  dans  le  m(^me  caS| 
les  huiles  &  poissons  de  la  m6mo 
esp^e,  provenant  de  la  poche  des 
Villes  ans^tiqucs  ou  des  autres 
Nations  les  plus  favoris^s. 

III. 
La  fabrication  des  chandelles 
ou  bougies  de  spermaceti  ou  blano 
de  balcine,  sera  permise  en  France 
com  me  celle  des  autres  chandelles 
&  bougies. 

IV. 

Les  grains,  fromens,  scigle,  riz, 
pois,  f^ves,  lentillcs,  graines,  les 
farines,  les  arbres  &  arbustes,  les 
potasses,  connues  sous  le  nom  de 
potash  &  pearl-ash,  les  peaux  & 
poils  de  castor,  les  cuirs  en  poil, 
les  fourrures  &  pclleterics,  &  les 
bois  de  construction  apport^  des 
Etats-Unis  dircctement  en  France 
sur  Vaisseaux  Frangois  ou  des 
Etats-Unis,  ne  seront  soumis  qu'h 
VD  droit  d'un  Huiti^me  pour  cent 
de  la  valeur. 


to  grant  further  fovors  tp  the 
produce  of  the  whale  fisheries 
carried  on  by  the  fishermen  of  the 
United  States  of  America  which 
shall  be  brought  into  France  in 
French  vessels  or  in  those  of  the 
United  States,  if,  on  the  infor- 
mation which  His  Majesty  shall 
cause  to  be  taken  thereon,  he 
shall  judge  it  expedient  for  the 
interest  of  the  two  Nations. 

IL 

The  other  fish-oils  and  dry  or 
salted  fish,  the  produce  in  like 
manner  of  the  fisheries  of  the  ci- 
tizens &  inhabitants  of  the  United 
States,  &  brought  also  directlv 
into  France,  in  their,  or  in  French 
vessels,  shall  not  pay  any  other 
nor  greater  duties  than  those  to 
whicn  the  oils  k  fish  of  the  same 
kind,  the  produce  of  the  fisheries 
of  the  Hanseatio  towns,  or  of 
other  the  most  favored  Nations, 
are  or  shall  be  subject  in  the 
same  case. 

in. 

The  manufacture  of  candles 
and  tapers  of  spermaceti  shall  be 
permitted  in  France,  as  that  of 
other  candles  &  tapers. 

IV. 
Corn,  wheat,  rye,  rice,  peas, 
beans,  lentils,  flax-seed  and  other 
seeds,  flour,  trees  and  shrubs, 
pot-ash  and  pearl-ash,  skins  and 
fur  of  beaver,  raw  hides,  furs  and 
peltry,  and  timber  brought  from 
the  IJnited  States  directly  into 
France,  in  French  vessels  or  in 
those  of  the  United  States,  shall 
not  be  subject  but  to  a  dutv  of 
one  eighth  per  cent  on  their 
value. 
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da  rAmAnoe,  appoijMb  diw^ 
mm%  m  ^iliwa  it!  YMflMox 
Fmofdm  0m  :4m:m^-XiiaB,  m 
pijeiQ^  ^'W. drat  de  Jjlvix  &• 
dMi  pov  MB*  d«t  k  TibiiF,  ft 
MTBoC  Iwdifliti  aniiticmo^  taat 
aa  prfaiiil  mriitiB  qa'eii  raitiole 
17,  axmpla  deloute  addi&a  de 
aoua  fmtltm. 

La  aorlie  d<a  annes  de  toate 
esptee  ft  de  la  poadre  k  tiier  poor 
let  Etata-Unis  de  T  Am^fique,  sera 
toajours  permiae  sar  Yaisaeaaz 
Fraiiffoia  oa  dea  Etota-Uniai  en 
pajaaty  k  T^^ard  dea  armeei  un 
droifc  d'ttn  Huti^me  poor  eent  de 
k  Takmr,  ft  la  poodrei  en  oe  oaa, 
•era  ezempte  oe  tons  droit8|  en 
picnant  nn  aeqoit  k  eantion. 

vm. 

Lib  papiera  de  to'nte  esp^, 
Tohud  eenx  deatinte  pour  tenture 
kdommoienef  lea  eartona  ft  les 
Bma,  aeroBi' exempta  de  tona 
Mli  k  knr  emharqnement  poor 
k  BtaCa-Uniai  anr  Taiseeanx 
Aiuifoia  on  dea  Etata-Unis  ft 
jooinmty  en  ee  oaa^  da  la  restitu* 
te  des  droita  de  fiibrication  but 
^pi^ieraft  cartons. 

IX. 

Lag  droita  d' Amiraut^  anr  lea 
Tuiieaox  desEiaii^lZo^  entr&nt 


Tmammmm,  Sarafid.niiehihtT 
pmboe  of  the  Uvted  StMea  ii; 
A«wrim^aiid;bf9iigktdilfetljinto 
B!flaMMi  ui  Fram  TMiBb  evffa., 
tiMM  ot  the  United  «ta«bfli  ahaUt, 
ptgr-only  kdn^  of.two  and  %htijtr. 
per  eent  en  their  nine,  and  aar 
wall  the  duties  mentiened  in  thia' 
aa  in  the  fourth  artiole  ahdH  bat 
etempt  from  all  a4dit}ona  of  aona 
perlivre. 

vn. 

Thi  exportation  of  arms  of  all 
forts,  and  of  ganpowder  for  the 
United  States  of  America,  shall 
be  always  permitted  in  French 
vessels  or  in  those  of  the  United 
Statee,  pay  ins  fat  the  arma  a  dnty 
of  one  eighth  per  eent  on  their 
Talne:  aiuL  ganpowder  in  that 
ease  shall  be  exempt  from  allduf^ 
cm  giving  a  oantionary  bond. 

vm. 

Papxbs  of  all  sorts,  even  paper 
hangings  and  eolou^d  paperS| 
paatebmrd  and  books  shall  be 
exempt  from  all  dntiea  on  their 
emharoation  for  the  United  Statea 
of  Amerioa,  in  French  Tesaeb  oip 
in  those  of  the  United  States,  and 
shall  be  entitled  m  that  case  to  a 
reatitntion  of  the  fabrication  du- 
ties on  paper  and  pasteboard. 

IX. 
The  Admiralty  dut^ea  csn  ^3b& 
vesadB  of  the  United  aia!t«a  «a- 
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ou  sortant  des  porta  do  France,  ne 
poarront  6tre  pcr^ua  que  ooofor- 
moment  k  I'Ddit  da  mois  de  juiD 
dernier,  pour  left  cae  qui  j  Bont 
port^,  &•  aux  Lettres-Patentes  du 
10  Janvier  1770,  pour  les  objetd 
aux(|uels  il  n'auroit  pas  ^t^  pour- 
vu  par  Icdit  Edit;  se  r^servant 
au  surplus  Sa  Majesty,  de  faire 
counottre  ses  intentions  sur  la 
mani^re  dont  leedits  droits  scront 
porgus,  Boit  k  raison  du  ton- 
nage des  Yaisseaux  ou  autrement  *, 
comme  anssi  de  simplifier  lesdits 
droits  d' Amiraut^,  &  de  les  r^gler 
autant  qu'il  sera  possible  sur  le 
prinoipe  de  la  r^ciprocit^^,  aussi- 
t6t  que  les  travaux  ordonn^  par 
Sa  Majesty,  aux  termes  de  I'ar- 
ticle  XXYI  dudit  Edit  du  mois 
do  juin  dernier,  scront  achev^s. 


L'entrepOt  de  toutes  les 

Productions  &  marohandises  des 
itats-Unis,  sera  permis  pour  six 
mois  dans  tous  les  ports  de  France 
ouverts  au  Commerce  des  Colo- 
nies; &  ne  sera  ledit  entrep6t  sou- 
mis  qu*k  un  droit  d'un  Huiti6me 
pour  cent. 

XL 

Pour  favoriser  Fexportation 
des  armes,  des  quincailleries,  des 
bijouteries,  des  bonneteries,  de 
laine  &  de  coton,  des  gros  lainages, 
des  petites  draperies  &  des  dtofies 
de  coton  de  toute  espdce,  &  autres 
marchandises  do  fabrique  Fran- 
yoise,  qui  seront  envoy^os  aux 
Etats-Unis  de  rAniericjUC  sur 
Vaisseaux  Fnin9oiB  ou  des  Etats- 
Udjs,  Sa  Majest^  se  riJserve  d'ac- 
corder  des  encouragcmcns,  qui 


tering  into,  or  going  out  of  the 
ports  of  France,  shall  Slot  belavitd 
but  conformably  frith  (he  Edict 
of  the  month  of  June  last  in  the 
cases  therein'  provided  for,  and 
with  the  Letters-patent  el  the 
tenth  of  January  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy  for 
the  objects  for  which  no  provision 
shall  have  been  made  by  the  said 
Edict :  His  Majesty  reserving  to 
himself  moreover  to  make  known 
his  intentions  as  to  the  manner 
in  which  the  said  duties  shall  be 
levied,  whether  in  proportion  to 
the  tonnage  of  the  vessels  or 
otherwise,  as  also  to  simplify  the 
said  duties  of  the  Admiralty  and 
to  regulate  them  as  far  as  shall  be 
possiole  on  the  principle  of  reci- 
procity, as  soon  as  the  orders  shall 
be  completed  which  were  given 
by  His  Majesty  according  to  the 
twenty-sixth  article  of  the  said 
Edict  of  the  month  of  June  last. 

X. 

The  entrepot  (or  storing)  of  all 
the  productions  and  mercnandiie 
of  the  United  States  shall  be  per- 
mitted for  six  months  in  all  the 
porte  of  France  open  to  the  Com- 
merce of  her  Colonies;  and  the 
said  entrepot  shall  be  subject  only 
to  a  duty  of  one  eighth  per  cent. 

XL 
To  favour  the  exportation  oT 
arms,  hardware,  jewellery  bon- 
netery  (*),  of  wool  and  of  cotton, 
coarse  woollens,  small  draperies 
and  stuffs  of  cotton  of  all  sorts, 
and  other  merchandises  of  French, 
fabric,  which  shall  be  sent  to  the 
United   States    of  America,   in 

(*)  This  term  includes  bonnets 
stockingiji,  socks  underwaist  coats* 
drawer  gloves  and  mitaines  as  bo1(1> 
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wroDt  inoesMmment  r^gl^  en  son 
CSoDseil,  ■elon  k  natura  de  eha- 
I  deidiles  mirohandises. 


xn. 

Quant  auz  antres  marcban- 
liaes  non  d^nommto  an  pr^nt 
iirtty  apportto  directement  en 
Prance  des  Etats-Unis,  sur  Icurs 
Vaiaaeaoz  on  Biir  Vaisseauz  Fran- 
poisy  on  portdes  de  France  auz- 
dits  Etato-UniBy  sor  Vaiaseaux 
FranyoiB  on  des  Etate-XJnifl,  &  k 
r^rd  de  toutes  conventions  de 
Commerce  qaelconques,  vcut  & 
ordonne  Sa  Majesty,  qne  les  ci- 
toyens  des  Etat-Unis  jouissent  en 
France  des  mSmes  droits,  privi- 
leges &  exemptions  que  les  sujcts 
de  Sa  Majesty,  sauf  rez6cution 
des  dispositions  port6es  par  Far- 
iicle  IX  oi-dessus. 

XUL 

Sa  Majestc   accordo  aux  ci- 

toyens  ft  habitans  des  Etats-Unis, 

tons  les  avantages  dont  jouissent 

on  poarront  jouir  k  Taveoir  les 

ICttions  etrang^s  les  plus  favo- 

iiB§ea  dans  ses  Colonies  de  TA- 

m4riquC|  ft  de  plus  Sa  Majesty 

marc  auxdits  citoyens  ft  habitans 

teEtats-UniSy  tons  les  privileges 

ft  K?antagea  dont  ses  propres  su- 

jHs  de  France  jouissent  on  pour- 

Rnt  jouir  en  Asie  ft  dans  les 

Kehelles  qni  v  condui^ent,  pourvu 

Untefois  que  leurs  bdtimens  ayent 

M  arm^s  ft  exp^di^s  dans  un  des 

portB  des  Etats-Unis. 

Mands  ft  ordonne  Sa  Majesty 
^  Mona.  le  Due  de  Penthifevrc, 
Amiral  de  France,  aux  sieurs  In- 
iMaiis  ft  CommisaJreB  dipartis 


French  vessels  or  in  those  of  the 
United  States,  His  Majesty  re* 
serves  to  himself  to  grant  en- 
couragements which  shall  be  im« 
mediately  regulated  in  his  Council^ 
aeeording  to  the  natvure  of  each 
of  the  said  merohandixea. 

xn. 

As  to  other  iperchandixes  not 
mentioned  in  this  act,  brought 
directly  into  France  from  the 
United  States  in  their  or  in  French 
vessels,  or  carried  from  France  to 
the  said  United  States  in  French 
vessels  or  in  those  of  the  United 
States,  and  with  respect  to  all 
commercial  conventions  whatso- 
ever His  Maiesty  wills  and  or- 
dains that  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  enjoy  in  France 
the  same  rights,  privileges  and 
exemptions  with  the  subjects  of 
His  Majesty :  saving  the  execu- 
tion of  what  is  provided  in  the 
ninth  article  hereof. 

XIII. 

His  Majesty  grants  to  the  ci- 
tjiens  and  inhabitants  of  the 
United  States  all  the  advantages 
which  are  enjoyed  or  which  may 
be  hero  after  enjoyed  by  the  most 
favored  nations  in  his  Colonies  of 
America  and  moreover  His  Ma- 
jdty  assures  to  the  said  citizens 
and  inhabitants  of  the  United 
States  all  the  privileges  and  ad- 
vantages which  his  own  subjects 
of  France  enjoy  or  shall  enjoy  in 
Asia  and  in  the  scales  lea^ng 
thereto:  provided  always  that 
their  vessels  shall  have  been  fit- 
ted out  and  dispatched  in  some 
port  of  the  United  States. 

His  Majesty  commands  and 
orders  M.  le  duo  de  PenUv\eNT^^ 
Admiral  of  France,  ttxe  lulexi- 
dantfi  and  oommiesaxiea  de  ^t\a. 
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dans  les  provinces,  an  Commia- 
saire  depart!  pour  robaerradon 
des  Ordonnances  dans  lea  Ami- 
rant^,  aoz  Offioiera  des  Amiraa- 
t^,  Matires  des  ports,  Jnges  des 
traites,  &  tons  antres  qu'il  appar- 
tiendra,  de  tenir  la  main  h  Texd* 
cution  du  present  R^glement,  lo- 
qucl  sera  enregistr^  aux  GrefFes 
dcsdites  Amiraut^s,  ItL,  publid  & 
affich^  par-tont  ot  besoin  sera. 


Fait  an  Conseil  d'Etat  da  Roi, 
Sa  Majesty  j  ^tant,  tenn  k  Ver- 
sailles lo  yingt-neuf  d^embre  mil 
sept  cent  quatre-ringt-sept. 

Si'i/n^  LE  G."  DE  LA  Luzerne. 


in  the  provinces,  The  oommia- 
sariea  de  parti  for  the  obaerralion 
of  the  ordinanoea  in  the  admi* 
ralties,  the  officera  of  the  admi- 
ralties masters  of  the  ports,  judges 
des  traites,  and  all  others  to 
whom  it  shall  belone  to  be  aiding 
in  the  execution  of  the  present 
regulation  which  shall  be  regis- 
tered in  the  offices  of  the  said 
admiralties  read  published  and 
posted  whereever  shall  be  necea- 
sary. 

I>ONE  in  the  Bang's  council  of 
State,  Hia  Majesty  present,  held 
at  Veraaillea  the  twenty  ninth  of 
December  one  thonaand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty  aoven. 
Signed  le  C".  de  la  Luzerne. 


Jambs  O'Hara  to  Pres.  Franklin,  1787. 

Philadelphia,  Dec'r  31st,  1787. 
Hia  Excellency,  The  preaident  of  the  Executive  Gounoil. 
Sir, 

Having  the  Contracts  for  supplying  the  Troops  in  the  Western 
Country  with  provisions,  1  beg  leave  to  represent.  That  on  applica- 
tion being  made  to  the  Board  of  Treasury  at  New  York,  for  a 
Balance  now  due  for  Issues  they  were  under  the  necessity  of  draw- 
ing on  their  Loan  officer  in  this  City,  for  seven  thousand  DollarSi 
declaring  it  impracticable  to  support  the  Troops  any  longer,  should 
this  mode  be  rejected.  I  accepted  of  this  on  the  board's  aasureing 
mo  that  Pennsylvania  had  offered  me  a  payment  of  Twenty  thousand 
dollars  on  account  of  Clothing  (which  was  procured  by  other  means) 
and  that  they  have  no  doubt  but  this  offer  would  be  continued  for 
the  use  of  the  provision  contract,  it  being  more  necessary  for  their 
support.  That  on  producing  those  drafts  for  payment  the  officer  of 
Loans  says  he  has  not  the  means  in  his  power.  I  therefore  take  the 
liberty  to  rer|uest.  That  the  Honorable  Council  will  please  to  allow 
so  much  of  the  money  directed  to  be  paid,  on  Contract  for  Clothing, 
as  amounts  to  the  drafts  in  my  favor,  that  I  may  bo  enabled  to 
complete  the  contracts  for  iho  Ctou\.v<^tS|  which  public  dcUuqucncy 
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will  render  Impoasiblei  having  alroadj  Issued  six  months  without 
anj  proportionable  pajmente. 

I  havo  the  Honor  to  be 

witb  doe  retpeot, 

your  Ezeellenoj's 

most  obed't  HI.  Sery'f, 

JAMES  O'HARA. 

His  Bzeellenoy  the  president  and  the  Hon'ble  Ezecati?e  Coancil. 
Philadelphia. 
Indor$ementf 

Coancil  wish  to  know,  whether  this  state  is  clear  of  the  Contract 
for  CloChiB^&  how  far  They  are  able  to  comply  with  the  request 
of  Capt.  O'Hara.  Compter  Oenl's  office,  Jan'y  8,  1787. 

By  a  letter  from  the  Board  of  Treasury  I  find  that  this  State  is 
clear  of  the  doathing  contract.  That  money  was  an  anticipation 
upon  other  funds,  but  If  the  Hon'ble  The  Council  should  apply 
7,000  dollars  of  it  for  paying  for  rations  for  the  troops,  I  belieye 
that  it  may  be  paid  in  such  time  as  will  suit  Colo.  O'Harra  with 
whom  I  have  oonyersed  on  the  subject. 

JNO.  NICHOLSON. 


Comptroller  Gbnbral  to  Capt.  James  McLean,  1788. 

Sir, 

Smuggling  it  is  suspected  is  acain  practiced  at  this  place  and  a 
number  of  Waggons  are  expected  to  come  in  with  run  goods  to  a 
certain  store  in  this  city  before  day  on  Monday  or  Tuesday  morning 
next.     The  naval  will  watch  with  the  Informer  and  designs  to  seize 
the  goods  and  the  Waggons  &  Horses,  it  will  be  at  a  dead  of  the 
usht^  when  unless  he  hath  some  aseistance  the  Waggoners  may  get 
onwiih  the  teams  perhaps  the  goods  also,  and  the  officer  may  not 
only  be  frustrated,  out  he  himself  Insulted  and  knocked  down  or 
ibosedy  be  therefore  will  probably  need  a  poMe  Comitatus  to  enable 
kirn  to  discharge  the  duty  required  of  him  by  law,  and  hath  men- 
tnad  to  his  desire  to  have  some  of  the  guard  if  they  should  be 
accessary,  yon  will  therefore  please  to  direct  that  a  sufficient  num- 
ber may  tomorrow  night  &  the  next  be  at  the  Guard  house  and  not 
be  absent  therefirom  but  ready  at  a  minute's  notice  to  go  with  the 
luiTal  officer  upon  his  application  for  the  purpose  afores'd  your  indis- 
(QQtion  will  prevent  you  from  attending  personally  to  this  business 
joorself  and  it  requires  the   most  profound  secrecy,  therefore   the 
Scrgeint  to  whom  the  management  of  the  men  must  be  Qoukm\\\»i 

*  See  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XY.,  p.  867 
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must  Dot  know  of  it  'till  protty  late  tomorrow  BfterDOon  and  then 
a  prudential  caution  given  that  no  Information  be  oomuanicated. 
There  are  already  pretty  evident  proofs  of  a  anantity  of  goods 
brought  last  night  in  Waggons  bat  by  waiting  a  little  longer  it  is 
expected  to  effect  a  Covp  De  main,  after  what  is  said  above  I  need 
not  repeat  my  request  that  you  keep  this  matter  secret 
1  am  Sir, 

your  obdt.  Servt 

JOHN  NICHOLSON, 

Jan.  5  1788,  Comptr.  Gen.  office. 


Capt.  Jambb  McLean  to  Pbbs.  Franklin^  1788. 

Philadelphia  Jany.  7th,  178S. 
Sir. 

I  have  Just  now  been  honored  with  an  order  from  the  Snpieme 
Executive  Council  dated  the  6th  Inst  of  whioh  the  following  ie  a 
Copy  via. 

In  Councili  Philadelphia  Jany.  5th,  1788. 

Council  having  by  their  Resolution  of  the  22d  day  of  March, 
1786,  and  agreeably  to  an  act  of  assembly  dated  the  22nd  of  Sep- 
tember 1785  directed  the  Comptroller  General  to  incorporate  a 
Corps  of  invalid  pensioners  for  the  express  purpose  of  Guarding  the 

gublio  offices  in  the  State  house"^  to  consist  of  one  Lioutenanti  two 
ergeants  &  eighteen  privates.  Resolved,  That  the  Corps  so 
established  be  contintued  and  the  Lieut,  as  commanding  Officer  is 
hereby  directed  to  consider  the  protection  of  the  different  poblio 
offices  in  the  State  house  and  the  Treasury  as  his  first  principal  doty, 
and  that  in  extraordinary  oases  he  apply  to  the  President  in  Coonol 
for  directions  &  orders. 

Extract  from  the  Minates,  Ao.*  • 
I  had  reed,  from  the  Comptroller  General  on  Satniday  laal  llie 
orders  contained  in  the  letter  of  whioh  I  have  the  Honor  herewith 
to  inclose  your  Exoellenoy  a  Copy. — ^I  am  myself  confined  by  iiek- 
ness  to  my  room  but  have  given  orders  to  my  first  Serjeant  to  be 
ready  conformably  to  the  directions  I  have  reed,  from  the  Comp- 
troller General  &  wait  your  Excellency's  orders  to  know  now  what  to 
do,  and  whether  I  shaH  direct  or  prevent  thoir  going  with  the  navaL 
officer  if  called  on  by  him.         I  am  your  Kxceilency's 

most  obdt.  Hble.  Servt. 

JAMES  MoLEAN. 
Dtrededf  Com.  Pena.  Qaards 

To  His  Excellency  the  President  in  Coancil. 

•  See  Gdl.  Kee.,  XV.  v  ;d^%^^* 
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Pua  FraMOIx  to  Ojot.-  i.  abUuWj  1788. 

''•^"  .^''  Jm.  0,1788. 

Hm  hriBg  in  Ommtl  wli«n  the  lontdm^  wUA  yoil  Imivb  iiMrf^ 
ft  Oopj  Mft  iM«8d|  I  wA  not  iroll  i«|rriMd  of  ili  oMMltv*  ft  iMm- 
lioM.  Tenftol  tto#  we  the  OtmMil  Un  their  Meetitt|;  tom^now 
OMTttiBg.  b  thevksftstiflDe^  I  iMftk  M  wooM  bewUIfor  ydCt  iMoni- 
Mmieftle  to  tW  Oonpti^tor  the  ei<dtt  yon  hsre  leMlved;  lllil  en 
the  Nfttnl  effieer  not  d^j^ding  oit  the  iidetenee  fji  yonr  Hetf|  mey 
^pply  lo  the  6heri£ 

lunSir, 
jonr  hum.  Sent. 

&  F. 

JftMi  HtfOhnn  Esq.,  Obpt  of  tfie  Peil.  Odi. 


«r, 


Pus.  Vbammjuls  to  y.  p.  MmujorBBBG,  17S8. 

Tnewhiy  Morng.  Jul.  9, 1788. 


Bdng  vnnUe  to  oome  to  Ooilaefl  this  Morning  m  I  intended,  I 
nd  the  ineloeed  Letter  whieh  I  reeeited  yeeterday  Bvening  ftom 
(hftMeLenii.  Ae  I  eoneeired  it  a  Berione  Bnrineee  to  itaTrae  the 
HeiM  of  m  Gitiien  at  Midnight  with  artoed  Men,  on  Snepieion  of 
BniggKag,  I  did  not  think  it  it  to  adtiie  a  Oomnlianoe  with  the 
Bttpuilion  of  the  Oomptroller,  eepeelally  after  Bwm  an  order  had 
fttnd  the  Ooamnl ;  and  therofore  wrote  wliat  I  send  yon  a  a  Copy 
tf*  Ton  will  with  the  Oonnoil  fffe  eooh  DireotionB  as  ahall  appear 
fitftron  the  oeeaeien. 

With  great  Beapect, 

I  am  Sir,  ^ 

Tonr  most  obcdt.  servant, 

B.  FBANKLIN. 
fioabk.  the  Viee  Proaident 
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Wm.  BBADFORDy  Jb.  TO  Pbbs.  F&amklin,  1788. 

Jan.  10th,  1788. 
Sir, 

I  perceive  by  a  publication  in  tbe  Pennsylvania  Packety  aigned 
Richard  Wells,  that  a  charge  against  me  haa  been  made  by  thtt 
Gentleman  to  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  In  hia  Memorial 
respecting  the  Comptroller  Qeneral,  he  evidently  acouaea  me  of  • 
Violation  of  my  public  -duty  in  aooepting  fee,  on  the  proaecution  of 
several  information,  in  the  name  of  Frederick  Phile,  quitam,  Ae. 
To  your  Excellency  and  the  Council,  who  understand  the  nature  of 
my  connection  with  the  public  and  the  duties  incumbent  on  me ; 
this  charge  must  have  appeared  absurd  and  extravagant ;  and  as 
I  have  hitherto  received  no  intimation  of  it  from  your  honorable 
body,  I  presume  it  has  been  considered  as  unworthy  of  notice.  If| 
however,  the  memorial  which  contains  it  should  be  suffered  to  re- 
main on  your  files,  I  must  take  the  liberty  of  requesting  that  this 
letter  may  remain  there  also,  that  those  who  may  hereafter  read  the 
accusation  may  be  able  to  determine  on  its  Justice. 

That  my  official  duty  does  not  call  upon  me  to  assist  in  the  proMcv- 
tion  of  any  quitam  information  will  appear  from  the  opinion  wnich 
I  have  the  honor  to  enclose.     It  is  subscribed  by  all  the  Judges  of 
the  Supreme  Court  that  are,  at  present  in  Town.     These  suits  may 
be,  and  generally  are  instituted,  without  authority  from  the  Counoil 
or  the  knowledge  of  the  Attorney  General.     They  are  conducted  at 
the  private  risque  of  the  informer;    and  by  such  Council  as  be 
chuses  to  employ.     He  alone  is  answerable  for  all  costs  &  expenees 
&  liable  for  all  damages  to  the  party  injured  in  case  he  ahould  fidl 
Till  the  sentence  of  condemnation  passes,  he  fights  the  Batde  alonei 
nnaided  by  the  State^  which  has  never  in  a  single  inatanoe  homo 
any  part  of  the  expence  incurred  on  an  unsuccessful  informataon- 
Whenever  I  happen  to  be  retained  in  theae  oausea  I  appear  «i 
council  for  the  informer:  I  receive  my  recompence  from  hun  &  no^ 
from  the  State;  and  whether  a  proportionable  part  of  thia.and  tb^ 
other  Expenees,  shall  be  borne  by  the  Commonwealth  is  a  matted 
in  which  I  am  not  at  all  interested.     Hitherto,  indeed,  it  haa  beaO 
considered  as  reasonable  that  the  informer  who  runs  all  the  haiar^ 
&  encounters  all  the  Difficulties  &  unmerited  reproach  attendant  ot^ 
the  prosecution,  should  receive  his  legal  Proportion  out  of  tbe  net^ 
product  of  the  forfeiture :  the  expenees  of  the  prosecution  ,beia8 
first  deducted  &  the  residue  divided  as  the  law  directs.     Whatever 
the  state  thus  receives,  it  acquires  (by  the  private  Exertion,  of  tl»^ 
Individual  who  prosecutes ;)  without  any  risk  or  Expenoe  on  tbe 
part  of  the  public.     And  as  these  forfeitures  are  established  for  tb^ 
great  purposes  of  Punishment  &  Example,  not  of  immediate  revenix^y 
these  ends  wou'd  be  answered,  &  the  Commonwealth  essentially 


lQCVI6r< 


«v«aif  tibAwbole  fbrfiuftim  had  bMB  gpw  bj  tht  aol  to 


I  rait  against  tbe  Ship  Anna  'was  oommenoed  by  Mr.  Inmrsol 
I  waa  on  the  oiitmit  with  the  Jadjge.pn  my  retam  home  I  ^M 


wiwk  AariBtaal  Oovooa  in  the  Oanae ;  and  I  flatter  mjaalf  Ihat 
iBMUeaqF  *  the  Ooimeil  will  not  eoooeite  that  I  nohie  my 
liMy  by  attebdiag  to  the  BiuineH  of  my  Phifcaiieii. 

BdloM,  aoeontion  «o  waatonlf  made  without  Ae  l«Hil 
A  not  in  the  nuwt  handsome  terms,  eonid  nefer  Ii4fe 
_  id,  fcr  the  honoimUe  body  orer  whieh  yon  preride. 
fiposes  were  to  be  answered  or  what  PMstons  mMfled  %y  il' 
1  BOfer  steop  so  enqairs.  Bat  I  tmst  in  the  Jostioe  of  the 
Aft  Isaoiitife  of  Pennsyl?ania  that  they  will  nerer  eoonte- 
•■  anmerited  attaek  upon  the  ehataotet  of  a^y  efloer'or 
loftheBtate.  . 

■fis  the  honor  to  be  wiih  sentiments  of  the  most  perfeot 
Bl*  Esteem^ 

your  Exoellenoy's  most  obed.  Serv't, 

W.  BRADFORD,  Jun. 

tod; 

I  Sxeell'y,  The  President  &o. 


noN  OT  JaBGBS  OF  Sup.  Oourt  on  butt  of  Att't 
Obh'l,  1788, 

the  request  of  the  Attorney  Oeneral  the  Sabsoribers  eertify  to 
aorable  the  Supreme  Executive  Connoil  their  opinion,  That  it 
part  of  the  duty  of  that  officer  to  assist  in  the  prosecution  of 
wiiam  information  or  other  penal  action ;  nor  has  it  ever  been 
Isved  as  snoh|  either  before  or  since  the  refolotioB«  The  suit 
1^  the  suit  of  the  informer,  &  not  of  the  State  until  Judg- 
;  »  not  being  manifest  before,  that  the  Commonwealth  has  any 
riHn  it.  The  Attorney  General  is  not  bound,  nor  has  he  any 
VMiflkio  to  interfere  in  the  prosecution.  But  he  is  certainly 
4ity,  like  other  €kntlemen  of  his  profSnssion,  to  be  retained 
IS  informer  and  whenever  he  is  so,  he  is  oonsidered  as  advocat- 
Im  Oause  in  his  professional,  not  in  his  public  character. 

THO.  MoKEAN, 
WILL.  T,  ATLEE, 
GEO  BRT AN. 
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V.  P.  MuHLBKBiBRa  TO  Wm,  Bradpord,  Att'y  Gbn., 

1788, 
Sir, 

Your  Letter  to  Ooanoil  of  the  lOtb  inetent  wtf  lud  befDra  the 
boftrdy  &  I  am  direoted  (o  inform  toQi  thai  from  yoor  Letter  as  well 
as  the  Certifioate  of  the  Jodgea,  The  Board  are  follj  aatiafied  Thai 
yon,  as  Attorney  General  vaa  not  boaod,  or  had  any  right  ez-oflBoio 
to  interfere  or  oarry  on  The  Proaeoation  against  the  Ship  Anna. 
Your  letter  to  them  on  that  sabjeot  they  have  no  Objeotion  to  your 
oommanioating  to  the  Publie. 

I  am.  Sir.  yoor  very  humble  Senraot, 

PETEB  MUHLfiNBEBG,  V.  P. 
In  Connoily  Philad%  Jannary  12th,  1788. 
To  William  Bradford,  Jan.;  Esq^  Attorney  General. 


Wm.  Bradford  Jr.,  to  Goukoil,  1788. 

Jan.  14. 1788. 
Sir, 

Understanding  that  the  publication  of  Mr.  Wells's  Memorial  has 

fiven  birth  to  some  mistakes  respecting  the  nature  of  my  official 
utj,  I  request  permission  to  lay  before  the  public  a  copy  of  my 
letter  to  your  Excellency  &  the  Council  upon  that  Subject. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  Ezceirys  most  Obd.  servt., 
WM.  BRADFORD;  A.  Gen. 
Directed^ 

His  Ex.^llency  The  PrQsident  In  Council. 


John  Nicholson  to  Prbb.  FrafkliN;  1787. 

Sir, 

I  do  mjTself  the  honor  to  inclose  An  Abstract  of  the  Claion  of 
Penn*  against  the  United  States  so  £ur  as  they  have  bean  ac^uslady 
amounting  to  6,999,782,3^  Dollars,  Prinoipal  and  Interaot^  io  Jan'y, 
1788. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  great  respect  Sir, 

your  most  obedt.  servant, 

JN-  NICHOLSON. 
Compt'r  Genl's  Office,  March  31st.  1789. 
Directed^ 
His  BxoeUy,  the  President  in  Council. 
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OBHU41.  AB8TEA9V  Of  ApoQunjL— 1;^«.  8q^T9  .0?  Pw- 
BtLTini  AoinrsT  !Mi  tfRiraiT  Si^atw,  1787. 


Prineiiml. 

,  Dollan,  90  8 

BMndtiiwtlwAMi:^,..^.. M%\U   84 

Ih^MpdAti  the  Gomimld  B*. 

q«iri&fw«f(lMgMM^«.; 1M,16»ST 

Monies  pdd  sandiy  Officers  of  Ihe 

United  Steles, 68,052  U 

Pay  of  Militis, ^^ ,.,.  688,056  62  ; 

Flying  Csmpi m^.^^^...^.^^..^...^^  ,    82|666  60 

Speeiio  8applieiL........i.........:...  779,189  25  4 

Pwnsida,  ,*•..'...  ...;...;.;;..,.:...:.  '  78,678  86 

Transportetion, 4,821    8  2 

Forage, , , 96   4 

CloaUiing, 24,050       8 

Contingent  Ezpences, 80,241  41  2 

Horses  porohssed  in  1778, 14,196  56  6 

Ditto,  in  1780, 90,836    7 

Qosrter  HssteM  &  QommimarVs  . 

Certificates,.. ...:............  62,074  86  4 

Disborsemente  in  the  Qoarter  Mas- 
ter's IJqp^, , 20,664  16  5 

Ditfe,  fa  tlie  H<MM, 8,547  18  7 

Ditto,  for  PAottbn  ef  War.......  472  68  4 

MilitiA  Penrionen,.:.. , 2,018  60 

Bkpenee  of  Desoartera, 244  82  8 

Oommiawyrf  lainesDep^,. 870 

Arms,    Anmnition    &    Oidpance 

Stores,. 261,887   4  6 

Fortilieationa, 117,569  60  8 

Oontiiientat  Powder  Works, 19,200 

Qnn  lock  ft  Salt  Petre  Works, 82,522  16  4 

Naval  Armament  for  dellMies  of  the 

Hay  ft  Rirer, 449,028  7S  6 

Depredation  on  Paj  of  the  Navy,..  82,608  46 

fionary  Disbnrsements,  (blended,)..  72,556  60  5 

Amount,        6,025,848 18 


Interest  to  1st 

Jan'y,  1788,, 

.  Dollars,  908* 

I4,e8»  8  2 

'«00^688<11> 

88^5  tl- 

■  ■    -f 

86,876  74  I 
868,888  54  6 

811,489  67  2 

29,098  61 

2,124  20  A 

84j»6  2 

8,848    9  1 

2,124    4  7 

8,292  62  7 

89,718  74 

28;981    8  2 

2,465  18  7' 

2,436  89  2 

187  54  8' 

762  41^ 

140  79  6' 

78  i5    • 

69,196  71  4, 
41,559  21 1 

68,800   7  6 

81,548  2  8 
14,508  60  4 
45,^7  68  6 

III"  t|  '■       I 

1,974,484  lA  V 

'  .    '    ■  U' 
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Sec'y  Biddle  to  Olbment  BiddlSi  (Marshal,)  1788. 

Secretary's  Office^ 

Philadelphia,  Janoary  24th,  1788. 
Sir, 

I  transmitted  to  yoa  tome  time  ago  a  copy  of  a  BeaoindoD  of 
CSouncil  reqairin^  all  (Aoers  lately  appointed  by  Ooanoil  ftirthwith 
to  enter  in  this  Office  the  Seoarity  which  the  Law  direoti.  I  aa 
now  to  inform  you  that  all  the  officers  called  upon  have  oonplied 
with  this  resolation  except  yourself  and  most  earnestly  reqoest  your 
early  attention  to  this  business. 
I  am  Sir, 

yonr  obedient  humble  servant, 
JAMES  TRIMBLE 
for  CHABLES  BIDDLE.  Seo'y.* 
Directed^ 

Clement  Biddle  Esq'r,  Marshall  of  the  Court  of  Admiralty. 


Lt.  Col.  John  C&aig  to  Council,  1788. 

Gentlemen, 

From  the  frequent  Applications  of  the  Officers  of  the  Militia  fcc 
the  County  of  Northampton,  find  myself  Obliged  to  tnmble  you  with 
an  Estimate  of  their  demands  laid  m  Against  the  Lieut's,  Vis.,  F^J 
due  to  the  Adjutants,  Drum  and  Fife,  Maiors,  Drummers  and  Ii&i% 
and  to  the  Officers  making  a  returq  of  the  male  white  Inhahitant^ 
printer's  Bill  and  Stationary. 

For  the  discharging  of  the  same  I  Bequest  an  Order  on  the 
Treasurer  of  tbe  County  of  Northampton,  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
Mililia  Fines  of  said  County,  for  wnioh  the  Subscriber  will  b^ 
Accountable.f 

I  have  tbe  Honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 
Tour  most  Obed't  H'ble  Serrt., 

JOHN  CRAIG,  Lieut. 
Jan'y  30th,  1788. 
Directed, 

The  Hon'ble  Supreme  Ezecative  Council,  Philadelphia. 

*  See  Col  Reo.,  Vol.  XV.,  page  864. 
t  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XV.,  page  890. 
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An  Abstnot  of  Ezpenoea  dae  on  Muster  Days  for  Six  Battallions. 

£  8.d. 

Adjatante«    •••..• 
Dram  and  fife  HajorSy    .  •  .  • 

DnimmerB  ft  fifers  wagesi 

OSoera  making  a  retarn  of  the  Hale  White  In^ 
habitantoi       ..... 

For  Drams  &  repairing  Dmmsi  .  .  « 

Stationary,    ...... 

Printingi  ..... 

Total. 


9  00  0 

6  00  0 

125  00  0 

68  00  0 

20  00  0 

2  6  0 

1  15  0 

£217  00  0 

V.  p.  M0HLBNBBRG  TO  DeLEQATES  IN  OONGRBSSy  1788. 

In  Council, 
Philadelphia,  February  5th,  1788. 
Gentlemen, 

By  direction  of  Council  I  do  myself  the  honor  to  inclose  you  a 
resolution  of  the  Qcneral  Assembly  of  this  State  with  regard  to  the 
purchase  of  a  Tract  of  Country  on  Lake  Erie. 

Council  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  give  them  such  information 
on  the  subject  as  may  "be  in  your  power-^-especially  on  that  part 
vbioh  relates  to  the  Estimate  of  the  sum  necessary  to  purchase,  and 
I  for  what  sum  other  Lands  belongiDg  to  The  United  States  in  those 
i  ptrtB  were  sold.  It  may  likewise  be  necessary  to  obtain  information 
H,  respeetinff  the  Western  Boundary  of  the  State  of  New  York,  to  know 
0k  Ww  fiur  the  same  extends  along  the  Pennsylvania  Line  in  order  to 
^     mike  an  Estimate  of  the  Quantity. 

I  haye  the  Honor  to  be, 
^  With  the  highest  Respect,  Oentlemen, 

^  \  Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

PETER  MUHLENBERG,  V.  P.* 

Hon'ble,  The  Delegates  of  Pennsylvania  in  Congress. 
^  *  Eleetwl  V.  P.  Oot  Slst,  1787— CoL  Bee,  VoL  XV.,  p.  808. 
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Joseph  Perein  to  Wm.  Henrt,  1788. 

Philadelphia,  Feb'jSdi^  1788. 
Sir, 

I  have  herewith  Sent  you  a  return  of  all  the  Hosqnets  ft  Bajnetftes 
I  have  rec'd  from  The  difrant  Battalions  of  City  Militia,  which  I 
find  fall  far  Short  of  what  I  expected,  The'  no  Peans  on  my  Part 
hath  Been  Spar'd  to  Collect  them  in. 

Mnsqs.   Bayi. 

2  Battalion,  106       74 

3  do.       .  .                ♦                       86  54 

4  do.  .                .                .              106  46 

5  do.        .  .                       71  46 

6  do.  .                                               29  14 
Of  Cap.  Stiles,  .               .                    138  61 

531     296 
1  am  not  famished  with  an  account  of  what  have  Been  collected 
from  the  Seventh  Battalion,  as  my  People  are  out  a  Collecting,  Bat 
am  Informed  by  Col.  Coats  there  are  very  few  in  that  Bat'n. 
I  am.  Sir,  with  respect. 

Your  hamble  Servant, 

JOSEPH  PERKIN.* 

William  Hcnrey,  Esqnire. 

N.  B.  There  will,  I  Think,  be  at  least  100  of  Those  I  have  Beo'd 
which  will  Be  condemnd. 


V.  P.  Muhlenberg  to  Gov.  of  Connbctiout,  1788. 

In  Council, 

Philada.,  February  11th,  1788. 
Sir, 

His  Excellency,  Doctor  Franklin,  president  of  this  State,  bei^^ 
indisposed,  Council  have  directed  me  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  ^^ 
your  Excellency's  favor  relative  to  John  Franklin — a  State  prisoD^^ 
now  confined  in  the  Jail  of  this  City.  Your  Excellency  will  percei^^ 
by  the  enclosed  Resolutionf  That  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  ^* 
this  State,  in  compliance  with  your  Excellency's  friendly  Interpol*' 
tion,  have  mitigated  the  severity  of  Franklin's  confinemant  as  ma^^ 
as  lay  in  their  power — but  as  his  admittance  to  Bail  depends  on  ^^ 

♦  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  890. 

t  See  Col.  Rec,  Vo\.  X^ .,  ^.  ^^ib,  %?,^,  S94. 
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lei  of  the  LegiaUtnre,  and  the  General  AasemUj  are  not  convened 
il  preeenti  Oomidl  will  probably  recommend  faia  ease  to  the  next 
Sooae;  provided  the  Inhabitants  of  Wyoming  continue  their  present 
leseeable  disposition. 

I  haye  the  Honor  to  be. 

With  great  Respect, 

Yoor  Bzoellenoy's  most  obedient  senranl^ 
P.  MUHLBNBBB&,  V.  P. 
His  Excellency^  Sam.  Hantingtoni  Esq.,  Qovemor  of  the  State  of 
Jonnecticat. 


Sect.  op'Oonqeess  to  Pass.  F&ankun,  1788. 

(Oironlari) 

Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress* 
Febmary  15th;  1788. 
Bit, 

I  have  the  honor  of  transmittiDg  to  your  Excellency  herewith 
enclosed  an  act  passed  the  12th  Instant  by  the  United  States  in 
Congress  assembled  for  grantiog  Sea  Letters  to  American  vessels 
hoand  on  long  and  distant  voyages.  That  the  mercantile  part  of 
jomr  State  may  be  fully  informed  of  this  act,  I  have  to  request 
the  &vonr  of  your  Excellency,  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  cause  it 
to  be  published  in  the  public  papers,  or  made  known  to  them  in 
nch  other  way  as  your  Excellency  shall  think  proper. 
With  the  greatest  respect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
your  Excellency's  most  obedient, 

&  most  Humble  Servant, 

CHA.  THOMSON. 

Directed, 
Hu  Excellency  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 

*  Col.  Eeo.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  891. 
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OsN.  Knox  to  F&ks.  F&akklik,  1788. 

War  office^  February  16ih^  1788. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the 
2nd  instant,  stating  the  dispute  of  rank  between  Captains  Zeigler 
and  Fergnson,  and  also  covering  the  certificate  of  the  promotiona 
and  appointment  in  the  quota  of  Pennsylvania  troops  in  the  service  • 
of  the  United  States,  made  by  the  Executive  Council  on  the  26th 
of  November  1787 — ^To  wit :  Lieutenant  Ashton  promoted  to  be  a 
captain,  vice  Finney  resigned — the  senior  Ensign  promoted  to  be  a 
Lieutenant,  vice  Ashton  promoted,  and  Robert  Thompson  appointed 
to  be  an  Ensign. 

Your  letter  contained  the  first  intimation  of  the  dispute  alluded 
to— Early  after  the  formation  of  the  present  corps,  I  directed  the 
commanding  officer  to  assemble  the  other  field  officers,  and  the  in- 
spector, as  a  board  to  settle  the  relative  rank  of  all  the  officers  of 
the  regiment — But  the  dispersed  and  distant  situation  of  the  several 
companies  prevented  a  compliance  with  my  orders. 

On  considering  the  subject  of  rank  of  the  officers  on  the  present 
military  establishment,  it  appeared  perfectly  reasonable  to  me,  that 
all  the  commissions  should  be  dated  on  the  day  of  the  resolve  of 
Congress  which  gave  existence  to  the  corps. — ^That  unless  this  point 
were  made  a  principle,  officers  might  loose  or  gain  what  they  regard 
as  an  esential  right  from  the  accidental  circumstences  of  the  legis- 
lature of  the  State  to  which  thev  were  atteched  meeting  a  little 
earlier  or  later  as  the  case  might  be,  accordingly  the  commiadona 
were  all  dated  on  the  12th  of  Aprill785,  and  the  settlement  of  their 
relative  rank  was  left  to  the  judgement' of  the  field  officers. 

But  as  the  resolves  of  October  1786,  augmented  the  troops,  by 
which  officers  might  be  introduced  on  the  same  grades  with  those 
previously  in  service,  it  became  necessary  to  hold  up  the  principle, 
that  officers,  in  the  service  of  the  Union  should  in  cases  of  original 
appointments,  take  rank  from  the  dates  of  the  acts  of  Congress  by 
which  they  were  raised,  notwithstanding  any  difference  of  relative 
rank  during  the  late  war. 

In  holding  up  this  idea  as  a  principle,  I  did  not  think  it  ought  to 
operate  prior  to  April  1785. — The  corps  raised  for  one  year  by  the 
resolve  of  Congress  of  the  3rd  of  June,  1784, 1  considered  merely 
as  militia,  and  I  conceive  this  conclusion  was  fully  authorized,  as 
well  by  the  letter  as  the  spirit  of  the  said  resolve,  and  that  such 
temporary  service  ought  not  in  equiiy,  nor  could  not  with  military 
propriety  be  estimated  as  a  counterballance  for  the  established 
relative  rank  which  might  have  subsisted  for  several  years  of  tho 
late  war. 

NotwitbatandiDg  my  opinion  on  the  subject  of  the  troops  raised 
tj  the  reaolvo  of  Jnne^  1784,  the  ]&x^\x\vs^  Qo\iTi<(^\]L  ^oosess  tho 
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right  on  an  original  appointement^  la  atrange  thehr  oSom  at  'tfai^ 
pleaaaj  but  ptihapa  they  may  on  oonrideration  ba  of  opinion^  that  il 
night  oondnao  to  the  rarmony  of  the  Mrrioe  to  leave  the  dewtfon 
of  the  present  diapnte  to  a  board  of  field  officer8.--«^If  ao,  and  yom 
ihonld  be  pleased  to  intimate  snoh  diqKMdtion  to  me,  I  will  direot  the 
commanding,  offioor  aeeordingly — ^I  do  not  oonceive  that  the  servioe 
ean  anffer  any  degree  of  injnry  by  the  time  snch  reference  woold 
reqoire  as  the  present  stations  of  the  two  officers  are  greatly  sepa- 
rated. 

I  ahonld  bemnoh  obl'ged  bv  being   informed,   whether  any 
meaanre  have  been  taken  by  the  Legislature  of  PennsylTsnia  in  oobk 
aeqaenoe  of  the  requisitions  of  Congress  of  the  8rd  of  October  las^ 
for  replacing  the  troops  on  the  frontiers. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir, 
With  the  highest  respect  and  esteemi 
jour  most  obedt  &  very  humble  Servant, 

J.  KNOX.* 


Col.  Andbsw  Pobtbr  to  Pass.  Fbanelin,  1788. 

Oentlemen, 

Ajmably  to  you  request  I  have  herein  drawn  up  a  Description  of 
the  Country  lying  between  the  northern  boundaries  of  this  State  and 
Lake  Erie,  west  of  the  State  of  New  Tork,  viz. 

The  soil  will  come  under  the  description  Tolarable  good.  The 
Couiitary  is  clear  of  Mountains  and  but  very  little  broken  with 
Hills.  In  many  parts  of  it  are  very  rich  Tracts  of  land,  and  some 
parts  sre  rather  wet  &  swampy. — ^It  abounds  with  a  great  variety  of 
Timber,  such  as.  Sugar  Trees,  Beech,  Ash,  Hickory,  olack  Bed  and 
White  Oak,  Chesnut,  Cherry,  Hemlock,  White  Pine,  Sycamore, 
Elm,  Cowcumber,  Aspen,  Birch,  Poplar,  Walnut,  &c. 

From  the  north  west  Comer  of  this  State  the  general  direction  of 
Lake  Brie  is  North  65°  East  for  upwards  of  sixty  Miles,  so  that  the 
ande  made  with  the  northern  boundary  Line  is  25° 

The  Bay  of 'Preaque  Isle  is  a  safe  Harbour  for  shipping  and  the 
only  one  (on  this  side)  from  OayaboKa  to  the  lower  end  of  the  Lake. 
The  distance  from  Presque  Isle  to  La  Bauf,  on  the  French  Creek 
is  about  15  miles,  and  the  ground  sufficiently  firm  to  admit  of  a 
good  Boad  the  whole  way  with  little  or  no  Bndffing. 

The  western  boundary  of  the  State  of  TS'.  York  has  not  yet  been 
ascertained,  probably  it  may  fall  a  few  miles  East  of  the  CanawaDgo 

»  Col.  Beo.,  XV.  p.  894. 
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Biver. — ^This  Ri^er  is  boatabU  to  the  upper  end  of  Ohadagbqne 
Lake,  £rom  tbenoe  there  is  a  portage  of  aboat  9  Milea  to  Lake  fine. 
The  above  deeeribed  Tract  of  Coantry  may  contain  between  7 
and  800^000  Aorea. 

I  am  with  Respeot,  G^entlemen, 

your  obedt  Humble  Servt. 

ANDW.  PORTER.* 
Dirededy 

His  Excellency  the  President  and  Supreme  Excoutiye  Council 
PennsylTania. 

Indoneilf 

Montgomery  County,  Febry.  16th,  1788. 


Wm.  Armstrono  to  Council,  1788. 

Norriton,  February  16th,  1788. 
Gentlemen, 

Agreeable  to  the  request  of  your  Honorable  Board  I  have  looked 
over  some  of  my  notes  Taken  when  out  on  the  line  last  summer  & 
find  that  after  we  Cross'd  the  Alligane  river  the  last  time,  there  was 
much  of  a  sameness  in  the  Country  both  as  to  Timber  k  Soile  on 
and  Dear  the  line  and  a  greaU^r  Variety  of  Wood  on  the  same  spaoe 
then  I  over  saw  in  any  other  part,  a  large  Proportion  of  which  waa 
Beach,  Sugar  maple  &  ash,  The  soile  in  general  appears  rich  tho'  I 
believe  rather  Cold  for  some  kind  of  grane.  But  well  adapted  to 
grass.  The  Country  in  general  is  midline  Flat  and  level  but  more 
Farticularly  so  on  the  heads  or  sorces  of  the  small  stremes  that  Emty 
into  the  alligani  river,  all  the  waters  running  into  the  Lake  having 
a  better  Current  &  shorter  distence  to  run.  The  high  dry  grounds 
have  moderate  ascents  and  appear  Pleasant  &  very  few  stone  to  be 
seen  on  the  surface,  the  waters  of  French  Creek  and  the  Conno- 
woDge  both  afford  a  good  Boat  Navigation  to  within  a  small  distance 
of  the  Lake.  I  could  not  see  that  at  and  near  the  Lake  it  was 
more  subject  to  Early  frosts  then  many  parts  much  more  to  the 
southward.  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  is  Equal  in  value  to  any  Equel 
Quantity  of  land  on  the  West  side  of  the  alligane  river  within  the 
lines  of  the  state,  according  to  Information  we  Received  from 
(Capt.  Wm.  Morris  one  of  the  Commissioners  from  the  state  of  New 
York)  that  the  line  of  session  from  New  York  to  the  Uoited  States 
would  strike  the  line  of  our  State  at  or  near  the  190  mile  stone 

*  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  "XN.,  ^,^%*I. 


Hio'  that  18  bat  matter  of  ojunion  fonnded  on  his  Information  at  anv 
rale  wo  shall  Inelode  a  large  part  of  the  Maigen  of  tfie  Lake  with 
the.  onlj  harber  on  it  which  ia  Priqnelle. 

I  remain  with  mnoh  Bateemi 

jonr  Honors  most  Obedient^ 

ft  very  hnmble  8er?t 

WM.  ARMSTBONQ.'^ 
Direcied, 
The  Snpteme  EzecntiTe  Gonndl. 


Ahdbiw  Blucott  to  Pbib.  FKiHKLnr,  1788. 

Baltimore,  Feb'j  IMi,  1788. 
Sir, 

From  the  Faoe  of  the  Map  we  returned  to  the  Snpreme  Ezeea- 
Uto  Oonnoil  last  December,  of  the  Country  thro*  which  we  passed 
with  the  Northern  Boundary  of  the  State;  it  appears  plain  that  the 
situation  of  several  places  demands  the  attention  of  the  Legislature. 
The  Jirtt  is  at  the  Mouth  of  the  GoDawan»>  Biver ;  the  mcond  at 
tiie  Mouth  of  French  Greek,  where  the  old  Venango  Fort  stood ; 
and  the  third  af  the  head  of  the  Navigable  Water  of  French  Greek 
at  Fort  Le  Beuf.  It  is  probable  that  the  House  of  Assembly  may 
want  some  particular  information  relative  to  the  situation  of  those, 
places  and  the  surrounding  Country.  I  intend  being  in  Philad'a 
some  time  next  week,  and  if  required,  shall  with  pleasure  make  such 
Oommnnications  as  have  fell  within  my  knowledge. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Sir,  Your  Hble.  Servant, 

ANDBEW  ELLICOIT. 
Jbdaned, 

1788,  February  19th.    From  Andrew  Ellioott,  Esq.     Bead  in 
Oonnoil  25th  of  Feb'y>  1788.    Ordered  to  be  transmitted  to  the 
Oommittee  upon  that  part  of  the  Message  which  relates  to  the  pur- 
olttse  of  land  bounding  upon  Lake  Erie. 
Dwtcied, 

His  S^oellenoy,  Benjamin  Franklin,  Esq.,  Philadelphia. 

*  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  882. 
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Dayh)  Bsdigk  to  Pubs.  Fbanklin,  1788. 

To  His  Ezoelleney,  Beigamin  Fnnklin,  and  the  Honorable  th 
Gonncil. 

This  Country  has  never  experienced  a  Winter  more  severe.  Th 
Mercury  has  been  at  this  place  12°  below  the  extreme  oold  point ;  a 
Moskingdum  20;  and  at  Pittsburg  within  the  bulb  or  bottle.  Th 
difference  may  be  accounted  for  in  part  b^  the  inland  situation  o 
this  place,  and  greater  and  lesser  quantities  of  ice  at  the  othen 
It  has  been  altogether  impossable  for  me  until  within  these  fei 
days  past,  to  stir  from  the  Fire-side.  On  Tuesday  last  I  went  wit 
several  other  gentlemen  to  fix  on  the  Spot  for  laying  out  the  Towi 
opposite  Pittsburgh,  and  at  the  same  time  took  a  general  view  c 
the  traek,  and  finds  it  far  inferior  to  my  expeotationSi  although 
thought  I  had  been  no  stranger  to  it.  There  b  some  pretty  lo^ 
ground  on  the  Bivers  Ohio  ai^  Alagania,  but  there  is  but  a  smal 
proportion  of  dry  land,  which  appears  any  way  valuable  either  fe 
Timber  or  Soil;  but  especially  for  soil,  it  abounds  with  high  Hi] 
and  deep  HollowSy  almost  macoeasable  to  a  Surveyor.  I  am  c 
opinion  that  if  the  Inhabitants  of  tho  Moon  are  capable  of  leoeh 
ing  the  same  advantages  from  the  earth,  which  we  do  from  thd 
world,  I  say,  if  it  be  so,  this  same  famed  track  of  land  woul 
afford  a  variety  of  beautiful  lunar  spots  not  unworthy  the  eye  of 
Philosopher. 

I  cannot  think  that  ten  acre  lotts  on  such  pitts  and  hills  wil 
possaUy  meet  with  purchasers,  unless  like  a  pig  in  a  poke  it  be  kef 
out  of  view.  Would  it  not  be  more  advantage  to  the  State  if  th 
Legislature  would  alter  the  law — That  a  Town  and  a  reasonabl 
number  of  out  lots,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Town  be  laid  oui 
the  remainder  of  the  lands  be  laid  out  200  acre  lots  fronting  on  th 
River,  where  practicable  and  extending  back  so  as  to  include  th 
hilly  and  uneven  ground,  which  might  be  of  some  use  to  a  farm. 

I  cannot  believe  but  that  Col.  Lowry  and  Col.  Irwin,  both  men 
bers  of  the  assembly,  and  who  knows  the  land  well,  will  on  oona 
deration  be  of  opinion  with  me,  that  small  lots  on  the  sides  of  thoi 
hills  can  never  be  of  use  for  any  purpose  but  as  above  mentioned 
Perhaps  Council  may  think  proper  to  lay  the  matter  before  th 
Legislature.  I  shall  go  on  to  do  the  business  as  soon  as  the  wcathc 
will  admit,  and  before  I  shall  have  proceeded  further  than  may  ai 
cord  with  the  plan  here  proposed,  I  may  have  the  necessary  infi)] 
mation,  wheather  to  go  on  as  the  law  now  directs,  or  not. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

your  Excellency's  and 

the  Honorable  the 

Council's  most  ob.  scrvt., 

DAVID  REDICK. 

Washington,  19th  Feb.,  1788. 
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MmuAn  ev  oobtsidbbatiof  to  Iitbiahb  for  TaiAiraLS 
AT  Lakb  Ebib,  1788. 

10  Pieoet  of  bhia  EMrond, 

100  While  Bnffled  Shirts,  • 

20  pF  8  point  Maloli  Goftle, 
00  2}  Ditto, 

80  jiuNb  of  Seuriet  Fhiirael, 
14  ywds  Sttirlet^road  Cloth, 
50  CUlloo  Shirts, 
20  Oulor  Hats, 
0  Dos.  Combs,  (eonrse.) 
S  Dos.  I^ory  Ditto, 
20  lb.  Yermillioii, 
00  Osllons  Barbadoes  Rum, 
2  Quarter  Casks  Gonpowder, 
-   500  lb.  Lead, 
800  lb.  best  Leaf  Tobaooo, 
8  pieoes  of  Gkurtering, 
10  Dos.  Pipes. 

w^  will  eoet  ab*    £875  0  0 
Waggonage,  Hire  of  Boats, 
Transportation  of  diflforent  kinds 
Flonr,  &  diflforent  kinds  of  Provisions. 

ab«    250  0  0 
Commissioners  Ezpenoes  of  yarions  kinds, 

ab*    250  0  0 
Special  Presents  to  be  made  to  Principal  Chieb, 

ab*      75  0  0 


£050  0  0 


I  beg  leave  to  inform  Council  that  it  appears  to  me  the  above 
£itiiii«te  would  not  be  more  than  a  sufficient  Consideration  for  the 
Claini  w^  tiie  6  Nations  have  to  the  Triangular  piece  of  Land  which 
tUs  Commonwealth  hath  in  contemplation  to  purchase  of  s*  Indians. 

FBA.  JOHNSTON. 

Peb'j  21, 1788. 

•  Ste  CoL  Bee.,  YoL  XY.,  p.  892. 
11* 
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BePORT  &  PaOCEEDINaS  OF  LANDHOLDBRSy  1788. 

Wednesday,  Feb'j  27th,  1788. 

At  a  meetiog  of  a  number  of  Landholden,  &o.,  James  Moore 
appointed  Chairman,  The  Committee  appointed  at  last  General 
meetiog  on  Friday  evening,  the  22d  Instant,  made  the  following 
report,  viz : 

The  Committee  of  the  Landholders  of  Lnzeme  and  Northampton 
in  Pennsylvania,  and  of  Montgomery  County  in  Newyork,  beg  leave 
to  report  that  they  have  confered  with  and  made  enquiries  of  seve- 
ral persons  acquainted  with  the  Country  above  mentioned,  and  find 
an  uniform  opinion  prevailing  among  them,  that  the  most  useful 
road  which  can  bo  laid  out  therein,  must  run  from  the  place 
known  by  the  name  of  Pocomo  point  along  the  ridge  dividing  the 
lesser  waters  of  the  Delaware  from  those  of  the  Susquehanna,  (or 
the  Moosio  mountain)  up  to  Mount  Ararat,  ft  that  upon  a  careful 
consideration  of  such  facts  as  could  be  ascertained  ooneeming  the 
nature  of  that  Country,  they  found  very  strong  reasons  for  adopt- 
ing the  same  opinion,  wherefore  they  unanimously  recommend  to 
the  Landholders  to  take  immediate  and  effectual  measures  for  laying 
out  and  opening  a  road  as  nearly  in  a  direct  line  from  Pocomo  point 
to  Mount  Ararat  as  may  be  found  practicable. 

The  Committee  are  also  fully  convinced  that  to  secure  all  the 
attainable  advantages  of  the  measure  now  in  contemplation,  it  will 
be  necessary  that  the  views  of  the  Landholders  should  be  extended 
to  the  opening  of  two  forking  roads  from  the  road  above  mentioned, 
the  one  to  the  line  of  Newyork,  at  the  carrying  place  between  the 
river  Delaware  and  the  bend  of  Susquehanna,  and  the  other  towards 
the  Mouth  of  Tioga  Creek.  The  Committee  found  it  impossible  to 
ascertain  with  precision  the  expence  of  this  undertaking,  but  they 
conceive  the  sum  of  Five  hundred  pounds  will  be  sufficient  to  open 
a  two-peroh  road  from  Pocomo  point  to  Mount  Ararat,  on  which 
may  be  formed  a  Judgment  of  the  whole  expence.  For  obtaining 
the  Funds  necessary  to  accomplish  the  opening  of  the  several  roads 
above  described,  your  committee  recommend  that  a  subscription  be 
immediately  opened  to  be  offered  to  all  such  persons  in  this  State  i 
in  Newyork,  as  are  interested  in  the  Lands  abover  mentioned,  as  well 
as  to  all  owners  of  water  Estates,  and  of  lots  in  the  Northern  and 
Northwestern  parts  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia  and  Liberties, 
whose  property  will  be  considerably  advanced  by  the  settlement  of 
that  Country.  They  also  submit  to  the  consideration  of  the  Land- 
holders, the  propriety  of  an  application  to  the  Legislature  for  their 
aid  in  a  matter  that  will  so  greatly  promote  the  domestic  &  foreign 
Commerce,  &  the  internal  resources  of  the  Stat«. 

In  order  to  carry  the  above  plan  into  execution,  your  Committee 
further  recommend  that  persona  be  «bpipo\\iVA^\ft  Ci\Aa\w%Mbacriptions 
to  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  a  trcaaxxtcT,  vVl^  v^^wiWaRXiX  ^1  ^^V^^ 
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f  wim  iwommendi  *  thtt  a  Oomnittee  of  mvm  penobsi  («f 
im>M  to  bt  a  qomim,)  be  also  appointed  to  make  appUeatkn 
in  Legiilatare  and  to  laj  oat,  in  optning  the  roadi  abm  mmt* 
ied|  snob  monies  as  tbe  Leoialataie  maj  be  pleaaed  to  grant  or 
■h  private  peiBoos  may  sabsoribe.  After  matnrelj-eoniidering 
«ainey  it  was  agreed  to,  and  tbereupoa  unanimonsi  j 
isaoipied^  That  the  following  GmUemen  be  appointed  a  Oom- 
teo  for  the  purpose  of  applyini^  to  the  Legislataie  for  tbdr  aid, 
the  other  porposea  ezprMsed  in  the  report,  yit :  John  Nieholson, 
m  Drinker,  Tench  Coie,  Mark  Wilooz,  Teneh  Fhoeis,  James 
iaim  and  Bejnold  Keen. 

Umdvedj  That  Samuel  Powell,  Esq.,  be  appmnted  nreasnrer. 
htolvedf  That  the  following  GentJemen  be  appointed  to  reoeive 
seriplions. 

(Not  named.) 

etolvedf  That  The  Committee  for  applying  to  the  Legislature,  &o., 
requested  to  have  subscription  papers  printed,  and  distributed  to 
Gentlemen  appointed  to  solicit  and  reoeive  subscriptioDs,  and 
brm  all  other  matters  for  carrying  the  object  of  this  meeting 
'  effect,  and  that  the  Committee  shall  call  a  (General  Meeting  ot 
Landholders  as  soon  as  circumstances  may  make  it  necessary. 

Adjourned. 
Tnedy 

Eeport  of  the  Landholders  in  the  County  of  Luzerne.  Commis- 
era  appointed,  April,  1788. 


noH  OF  Mb.  Ibvinb  in  Congress  bbspecting  Fub- 
CHASE  ojr  Ebie,  1788. 

ikm  of  Mr.  Irrine, 

fbereaa  it  appears  by  the  boundary  line  which  hath  been  lately 
between  the  States  of  New  Tork  and  Pensyhania,  that  the  north- 
i  eomer  of  the  latter  extends  some  distance  into  Lake  Erie,  by 
sh  a  narrow  strip  of  land  bounded  on  the  North  by  the  kke  and 
inp  south  by  said  State,  will  be  cut  off  from  the  Territory  of  the 
ted  States. 

Old  whereas  by  the  several  Acts  of  Cession  of  territory  by  tbe 
tea  of  New  York  and  Massachusetts  to  the  United  States — a  oer- 
liae  therein  described  is  to  be  drawn,  by  which  the  said  States 
to  be  bounded  on  the  west — and  it  is  just  and  proper  that  said 
» and  boundaiy  should  be  ascertained  and  fixed,  as  well  in  order 
eeure  peace  and  harmony  in  the  United  Stetes  as  amount  thosA 

fTUs  appears  to  be  b  roagb  drsnght  of  the  pr6oee^3AfB,  ttad  Vi  lioXi 
wi,    BmOd.  Bso.,  Vol  XV,,  p,  426.    The  reeoiuUeaa  axe  \a  Ute  >i*»A 
^refJ,  Niebohoa,    See  Smitb's  Laws,  Vol.  IL,  44a. 
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ttiore  immdcliately  oonoernedy  and  OitiieiiB  thereof  who  may  hereafter 
beeome  inhabiUDts,  and  that  the  lightful  owners  of  the  aoil  and 
JariadiotioD  may  be  enabled  to  dispose  of  the  same  or  otherwise 
appropriate  it  as  they  shall  think  best 

Eesolved,  That  the  Geographer  be  and  he  is  hereby  direeted  as 
soon  as  may  be,  to  proceed  (in  ooDJnnotion  with  agents  or  Commis- 
sioners in  behalf  of  New  York  and  Massaohnsetts  in  case  they  shall 
think  proper  to  appoint  snob)  to  ran  a  line  and  ascertain  the  frestem 
limits  of  the  said  States  of  New  York  and  Massaohnsetts  oonformable 
to  their  Acts  of  Cession  to  the  United  States. 

February  25thy  1788. 
Boferred  to  Mr.  CLARKE, 

Mr.  IRVINE, 

Mr.  ARMSTRONG, 

Mr.  WADSWORTH, 

Mr.  BROWN. 

The  Committee,  oonsistioff  of  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Irvine,  Mr.  Arm- 
strong, Mr.  Wadsworth  and  Mr.  Brown,  to  whom  was  referred  a 
Motion  of  Mr.  Irvin,  stibmit  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Geographer  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he 
is  hereby  directed,  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be,  to  accurately 
run  and  ascertain  by  himself  or  deputy  duly  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pose, the  line  of  Cession  from  the  States  of  New  York  and  Massa- 
shusetts,  between  lake  Erie  and  the  Northerly  boundary  of  the  state 
of  Pennsylvania,  which  line  is  to  be  run  on  a  Meridian  twenty  miles 
west  of  the  most  westerly  bent  of  the  river  or  strait  between  L  .ke 
Erie  and  Niagara. 

That  the  Geographer  inform  the  Executives  of  the  States  of  New 
York  and  Massachusetts  of  the  time  of  running  said  line,  in  order 
that  they  or  either  of  them  may,  if  they  think  proper,  have  persons 
attending  at  the  time. 

That  the  said  Geographer  or  his  deputy  having  run  the  said 
Meridian  line  between  lake  Erio  and  the  State  of  Pensylvania  and 
marked  and  noted  down  in  his  field  Book  proper  land  marlfs  (or  per- 
petuating the  same,  shall  proceed  to  make  a  survey  of  land  lying 
west  of  said  line  between  lake  Erie  and  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
so  as  to  ascertain  the  quantity  thereof,  and  make  return  of  such  sur- 
vey to  the  Board  of  Treasury,  who  are  hereby  authorised  and 
impowored  at  any  time  before  or  after  such  survey  to  sell  the  said 

tract,  either  in  whole  at  private  sale  for  a  price  not  less   than 

per  acre  in  specie  or  public  securities,  drawiug  Interest,  or  in  parcels 
at  public  auction  after  giving  three  months  notice  of  the  time  and 
place  of  sale,  provided  the  price  per  acre  in  such  sales  shall  not  be 
less  than  the  price  above  mentioned. 

N.B.  The  within  is  a  Copy  of  the  proceedings  had,  on  the  subject 

mentioDed  therein,   which  is  now  suspended.    The  Delegates  of 

Massachusetts  have  sent  to  that  State  fox  \n^\t^Q.^X»<ii%)  %a  \)6A\v^ht 
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of  soil  falls  to  them  within  the  western  boundary  by  an  agreement 
between  them  ft  New  Tork.  Both  these  Blfttee  most  aeqnieeoe' in 
the  aoda  of  aeeertaining  the  line  is  thet  ate  parties  eonocnied 
sgraeaUe  to  the  tme  intent  ft  meaning  of  the  Cession  fte. 


VMj  25th,  1788.  Copy  of  General  Irvine's  motion  in  Congrev, 
lespeeting  the  lands  bounding  on  Lske  Brie  and  on  the  North  Line 
of  this  State. 


Sbc't  Biddlb  to  John  Nicholsok — ^Arms,  1788. 

Secretary's  office,  Philadelphia  Feby.  25, 1788. 
Sir, 

By  direction  of  Council  I  am  to  request  you  will  inform  them 
what  steps  have  been  taken  by  you  in  compliance  with  the  Beso- 
lution  of  Council  for  ascertaining  the  number  of  Publio  arms  that 
hare  been  delivered  from  time  to  time  to  the  Lieutenants  of  the 
different  Counties. 

I  am  Sir  with  respect, 

your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

CHAS.  BIDDLE,  Secy. 
DtrecUd — ^To  John  Nicholson  Esqr.,  Comptroller. 


y.  p.  MUHLENBEBG  TO  Gk>y.  RANDOLPH,  OB  Ya.,  1788. 

In  Council,  Philadelphia,  February,  25th,  1788. 
Sir, 

By  the  direction  of  Cpuncil  I  do  myself  the  Honor  to  enclose 
your  Excellency  some  papers  relative  to  a  Negroe  said  to  be  the 
property  of  a  Citizen  of  Virginia  one  Barton  who  claims  him  as  the 
property  of  Gapt.  Hines  in  St.  Croix  is  very  anxious  to  have  his 

Cnishment  remitted,  in  order  to  coDvcy  him  to  St.  Croix.  Council 
ve  no  objection  to  liberate  the  Negro  &  restore  him  to  his  real 
owner — ^yet,  so  long  as  a  probability  remains  thst  he  is  the  property 
of  a  Citixen  of  the  United  States,  They  do  not  seem  inclined  to  send 
Um  off.  If,  from  an  investigation  of  the  matter,  it  should  appear 
that  the  Negro  is  the  property  of  a  Citisen  of  Virginia,  Council  will 
(on  receiving  such  information  from  your  Excellency)  with  pleasure 
restore  him  to  his  owner. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  great  respect,  your  Excellency's 

most  obedient,  humble  servant^ 

P.  MUHLENBE^a,N-Y5 
Ess  ExoeUeaoj  Govenor  Randolph,  of  Virginia. 
*  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  AT.,  pp.  306,  416.     flee  answer,  pa«e^5^. 
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Wm.  Bradford,  Att'y  Gbn.,  to  Prbs,  Frahklut — ^Bank- 
rupt Lawb,  1788, 

Sir, 

It  having  lately  been  determined  in  the  Supreme  Court,  upon 
Argament,  that  the  Bankrupt  Laws  do  not  affect  the  proceedings  on 
the  bonds  given  to  the  Collector  of  the  Port,  and  that  an  ezeontion 
may  be  issued  againt  the  persons  of  the  defendants,  I  pray  the  advice 
of  Council,  whether  all  further  proceedings  must  be  staid,  on  tboee 
suits  where  the  defendants  are  declared  Bankrupts^  or  whether* I 
must  proceed  to  Execution. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir. 

Your  most  Obed.  Serv*, 

W-  BRADFORD,  jun  * 
J)irectedy 

Hb  Excellency  The  President  in  Council. 
Jmlorsedf 

Feb'y  27, 1788. 


Matthew  Clarkson  to  Sec'y  Biddle,  1788. 

Sir, 

I  am  honofed  with  your  Letter  of  this  date,t  communicating  the 
information  which  the  Honorable  the  Council  have  received  from 
Mr.  Hopkinson,  "  that  it  is  three  weeks  since  ho  applied  to  me  for 
an  account  of  such  property  as  came  into  my  hands  in  which  the 
United  States  were  interested,  and  that  •  he  cannot  obtain  any 
answer,*' 

Mr.  Hopkinson  applied  to  me  by  Letter  dated  the  12tb  instant 
(five  days  short  of  three  weeks,)  requesting  me  to  furnish  him  ''with 
an  account  of  prizes  condemned  in  this  State  during  the  war,  taken 
by  Yessels  belonging  to  the  United  States  or  in  which  the  United 
States  were  anywise  interested,''  and  adds,  that  ''Benjamin  talker, 
Esq.,  Comm'r  of  Accounts  for  the  Marine  Department  at  New  York 
had  demanded  such  an  account."  This  is  the  only  application  he  has 
made  to  me  upon  the  subject. 

I  did  not  conceive  that  an  immediate  complyance  was  so  neces- 
sary as  to  oblidge  me  to  lay  aside  all  other  bvsineu  to  attend  to 
this ;  an  intimation  to  the  contrary  would  have  prevented  the  trouble 
that  has  been  given  to  the  Honorable  Council  upon  the  occasion 
(how  properly  they  will  judge,)  tho'  it  would  have  deprived  Mr.  H. 
of  the  pleasure  of  prcfering  a  Complaint. 

*  Col.  jRec,  Vol.  XV.,  pp.  a'37-S  \  Wv^,'^^'^, 
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As  I  faaye  no  Clerk  I  must  make  out  the  Accounts  myself,  which 
shall  he  done  u  early  as  possible.    I  request  you  wiU  liie  plMsed  to 
oommunicate  this  to  CounciL 
1  am.  Sir, 

your  most  obed.  Serv^t, 

MATTH.  CLARK80N  * 
February  28, 1788. 

P.  8. — ^I  b^  leave  to  add  that  all  the  Aceaunt$  now  required 
have  been  rendered  by  me,  many  years  ago,  to  the  respcotive  Agents 
for  prises,  appointed  by  Congress }  with  whom  alone  1  had  anyUiing 
to  do  concerning  them. 
Directed, 

Charles  Biddle,  Esquire. 


Delegates  in  Congress  to  V.  P.  Muhlenberg. — Eeib, 

1788. 

New  York,  Feb'y  28th,  1788. 
Sir, 

We  received  your  letter  of  the  5th  of  Feb'ry  &  should  not  have  so 
long  delayed  our  answer  could  we  have  sooner  given  any  satisfactory 
io formation  to  either  the  Council  or  the  House. 

With  respect  to  the  quantity  of  the  tract  nothing  can  be  conjec- 
tured with  accuracy  &  as  the  estimate  you  require  must  bo  founded 
principally  on  this  fact,  we  have  as  a  first  step,  originated  an  enquiry 
by  motion  in  Congress  which,  should  its  progress  be  unobstructed, 
will  at  once  decide  the  size  &  property  of  the  Tract,  should  it  fall 
within  the  United  States,  the  price  will  not  in  all  probability  exceed 
one  Dollar  in  certificates  per  acre,  &  if  within  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts, much  less  as  that  State  cannot  well  exceed  the  terms  of 
the  New  York  Land  office. 

The  moment  Congress  come  to  any  act  on  this  subject,  wc  shall 
have  the  honor  of  communicating  it,  &  are 
with  the  highest  respect, 

your  most  obedient 

&  most  humble  servants, 

WM.  IRVINE, 
JOHN  ARMSTRONG,  Jr., 
JAMES  R.  REIDf 
Direclet?^ 
Hon.  Peter  Muhlenberg  Esq.,  Philada. 
By  the  Hon.  Coll.  Howard.^ 

*  See  Col'Ree.,  XV.,  p.  808. 

/  See  Col  Rec,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  892. 
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Bbport  to,  AND  Rbsolvi  OF,  GbnbbaIi  Assbmblt,— 

PORCHASB   OF  ErIB,  1788. 

State  of  Pennsylvania, 

In  General  Assembly, 

Friday,  Feboary  29, 1788,  A.  M. 
The  Oommittee  appointed  on  that  part  of  the  message*  which 
respeets  the  purchase  of  a  tract  of  country  beyond  the  northern 
boundary  of  this  State,  made  report,  which  was  read,  and  on  motion, 
and  by  special  order,  the  same  was  read  the  second  timCi  and 
adopted  as  follows,  viz*. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  message  of  Council 
respecting  the  purchase  of  a  tract  of  land  on  Lake  fine  beg  leave 
to  report. 

That  in  their  opinion  the  purchase  of  the  said  tract  of  land,  is  an 
object  highly  worthy  the  attention  of  this  State,  theref(»e  o&r  the 
following  resolution. 

Resolved,  that  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  be  authorised  to 
negociate  with  the  United  States  for  such  tract  of  country  as  may 
appear  to  be  their  property  on  Lake  Erie  adjoining  to  the  northern 
boundary  of  this  State,  and  report  to  the  General  Assembly  the 
terms  required  by  Congress  with  an  estimate  of  all  the  other  ez- 
pences  which  in  their  opinion  may  be  necessary  for  oompleating  the 
purchase. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

J.  SHALLUS^  Ass.  Clk. 


Delegates  in  Congress  to  Prbs.  Franklin,  1788. 

New  York,  2d  March,  1788. 

Your  Excellency  will  find  inclosed  a  report  of  the  Board  of 
Treas'y  on  a  motion  made  by  the  Delegates  of  Pennsylv'a,  ''for 
placing  the  sum  of  78,642f  Dols.  of  the  bills  of  credit  of  '81  to  the 
debit  of  the  Gen.  account  of  said  State  with  the  United  States. 

The  Board  reports  against  the  motion  &  the  presumption  is  that 
some  act  of  Congress  will  soon  follow.  It  will  be  our  object  to 
prevent  this  for  a  week  or  ten  days  during  which  time  we  would  beg 
to  be  honored  wtth  the  advice  and  instructions  of  Council  on  the 
subject.  This  will  bo  the  more  necessary  as  from  some  circum- 
stances or  other  all  the  documents  of  Che  last  year's  delegation  on 

♦  See  Col  fiec,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  »^. 
f  See  pnge  41-46,  also  Col.  Uec,  \o\.  'XX .,  ^.  Vitj, 
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thia  point  have  been  lost  &  not  a  nngle  paper  of  the  many  whioh  I 
know  were  forniahed  in  rapport  of  Sie  claim  of  y  State,  has  oome 
iown  to  either  Oen.  Irwin  or  mjself. 

I  am.  Sir,  with  the  highest  respect 

your  EzoeUeney'a 

most  obed't  aerr'ty 

J.  ARMSTRONG,  Jr., 

for  the  Delegation. 

His  Excellency,  The  President  of  the  S.  E.  CounciL 

^ndanedf 

Bead  in  Gonnoil,  March  6th,  1 788,  and  referred  to  the  OomptroUer 
}eneral  together  with  the  inolosure  for  his  consideration  and  report 

JAMES  TRIMBLE, 
for  CHARLES  BIDDLE,  Sec'y. 


ToBEPH  Mitchell  to  P&es.  Franklin,  1788, — City  Lots. 

Worthy  Sir, 

Intending  for  England  in  the  year  1765,  Mr.  John  Hughes  Pro- 
Kwed  to  me  to  make  it  worth  my  while  if  I  would  nndertake  it; 
irbich  was,  that  he  would  procure  a  Catelogue  of  a  great  number  of 
Purchasers  of  Land  from  Wm.  Pcnn,  in  England,  Several  thousands 
of  acres  never  yet  taken  up  by  the  Purchasers,  &c.,  which  he  made 
no  doubt  I  might  Purchase  very  Cheap.  Mr.  Hughes  then  was  in 
Ugh  vough,  and  was  lookt  upon  in  general  to  bo  a  Stanch  man  for 
ihe  good  of  his  Country  -,  his  Proposals  was  Such  that  I  Concluded 
to  Join  with  him  and  John  Lukens ;  instead  of  their  Sending  of  bills 
vith  me,  they  apply'd  to  you,  Sir,  for  a  Letter  of  Credit  for  one 
thousand  pounds  Sterling  for  themselves,  but  for  my  use  as  I  was  in 

etoership  with  them,  in  Case  I  made  any  Such  Purchases  as  was 
id  down  in  the  Catelogue ;  you  may  remember  that  you  was  present 
&t  Clapham,  August,  1765,  when  I  Setled  with  Mr.  Henton  Brown 
for  my  own  money  that  I  had  Lodged  and  received  from  him — And 
Ao  for  the  money  that  I  had  rais'd  on  your  Letter  of  Credit  for 
them;  yon  also  wrote  to  them  by  me,  to  remit  that  money  the  first 
Opportunity.  I  ariv'd  at  Philadelphia  the  day  of  the  Election.  Mr. 
Bt^es  was  then  in  Such  bad  State  of  Credit  about  the  Stami^  lV!k%\» 
k  Kept  his  bed.    Prudence  made  me  avoid  going  tJiere,  l^al  o^occ 
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affairs  might  remain  a  Secret;  bat  he  fiodiDg  that  he  Goald  ne?er 
wipe  away  the  Glamoar  of  the  People  against  him,  he  wrote  to  Mr. 
Brown  to  sue  me  for  the  money  I  reoeiT^d  on  the  Letter  of  Credit, 
pointing  forth  that  I  was  Liable  for  it,  because  it  was  given  in  my 
name.  But  should  I  fail,  he  or  they  would  be  accountable  for  it. 
I  wtis  sued  and  intended  to  stand  trial,  but  Considering  by  it  the 
partnership  would  be  made  known,  I  paid  the  money  Least  I  should 
hazard  the  Loss  of  all.  I  apply'd  to  the  Council  by  my  Son  several 
times,  some  years  past,  with  such  purchases  as  was  to  be  laid  before 
them,  being  informM  by  the  present  Council  One  Charles  Cecil*  put 
in  a  Claim  to  a  part  of  a  wright  that  I  had  purchased.  The  Council 
seen  Cause  to  Cite  me  before  them  the  19*^  of  February  last,  at  to 
CiciFs  and  my  Claim  to  City  Letts.  I  attended,  hopeing  to  have 
seen  your  Honour,  but  the  vice  president  and  Council  appears  to  me 
to  be  desirous  to  do  Justice  to  the  first  Purchasers,  which  is  the 
bight  of  Justice ;  because  they  were  the  People  that  enabled  Wm. 
Penn  to  begin  the  setling  of  this  flourishing  Province,  'i  hough 
numbers  of  them  never  Came  here,  nor  any  for  them,  as  appears  by 
near  one  hundred  thousand  acres  not  yet  taken  up.  The  Purchase 
money  being  paid,  as  appears  by  their  standing  on  record,  and 
from  under  Wm.  Penn's  own  hand  and  Seal  to  his  Commissioners, 
here  to  lay  out,  or  cause  to  be  Laid  out,  such  number  of  acres  as 
stands  against  every  man's  Purchase  ;  when  apply'd  for,  many  that 
attempted  to  Come  here  to  take  up  their  own  wrights,  was  impowered 
by  Several  to  take  up  their  wrights  for  them.  But  by  aooedents  at 
Sea  and  Deaths  here,  many  lost  their  Leases,  and  their  heirs  lost  their 
wrights.  One  George  Evans,  a  Purchaser  of  10,000  aores,  by  his 
Coming  here,  and  many  others  with  him,  it's  s^  they  were  Cast 
away ;  his  great  Grand  Children,  as  Clearly  appeared,  offered  to  Sell 
their  wright  to  me;  the  number  of  a*  was  liurge;  I  requested  of 
them  to  aply  to  Penn  for  his  Liberty  to  take  it  up.  A  certun  Lord 
acompanied  them  there,  and  myself  also :  their  business  was  made 
known  to  Mr.  Penn  by  that  Lord;  he,  renn,  demanded  a  sight  of 
the  Lease,  and  Release  for  it ;  they  gave  their  answer,  as  above,  why 
they  had  it  not.  Mr.  Penn's  answer  was,  that  he  knew  nothing  of 
any  such  a  purchase.  I  was  Cal'd  upon,  and  Did  Declare  that  Gewge 
Evans  stood  upon  Record  in  Wm.  renn's  books  in  Pennsylvania,  as 
a  Purchaser  of  10,000  acres  not  yet  taken  up;  he  reply'd,  &c.,  that 
he  know'd  nothing  about  it  without  he  seen  the  Lease  and  Release 
of  it ;  thus  they  were  Choust  out  of  their  wright,  altho'  they  had 
received  pay  for  it  more  than  eighty  years  before,  otherwise  it  would 
not  have  stood  upon  Record  here.  These  proceedings  of  theirs  is 
well  known  to  you.  By  Mr.  Hughes's  Directions,  I  purchased  some 
thousands  of  acres  without  the  Leases ;  as  they  still  remain  untaken 
up,  I  would  hope  for  vour  favourable  opinions  in  justice  to  the  first 
Purchasers  and  myself,  haveing  paid  their  Great  grand  Children  and 
Grand  Children  for  them.     But  1  must  rest  this  with  you,  and  in 

*  See  Col.  Rcc,  Vol.  XY.,  ^.  ^IZ,  \14,  \b^,  X'^,  V^V. 


the  mean  time  remain  your  homble  Seryant,  tho'  a  Beoriped.I^iDg 
Oaamtmj  yetn.  • 


JOSEPH  MITCHELL,* 
To  the  Honorable  Presidenty  &o. 
Mardi  4«  1788. 

1788,  Ibnii  4tli.  From  JToaeph  Mitchell  tondiing  his  Ohu« 
to  CHy  Lois.— Seed  in  Gmmoii,  Marah  15th,  1788,  and  Tossday 
^Nnntad  tx  eoondflring  the  r — 


Phihias  Bohd^  Bbjxish  CcHifiUL^  to  Trss.  Franklin,  1788. 

Sir, 

The  pablic  Fbpera  inform  me  some  Prdceedinffs  have  lately  been 
had  in  the  House  of  Assembly  of  PennsylTsnia  relative  to  the  reooin- 
mendaiory  Besolye  of  Congress  to  the  ai£ferent  States  to  repeal  all 
Laws  inoonsistent  with  the  Treaty  of  Peace. 

I  oonoeiye.  Sir,  with  great  Deference,  this  may  be  a  fit  Season  to 
nttka  some  few  B^presentations  upon  some  Points  which  rather  press 
npoQ  the  Intetests  of  the  snbjeets  oi  Oreat  Britain ;  &  shall  think 
myself  extremely  honor'd  in  an  Opportunity  of  suggesting  to  your 
Szoelleney,  or  to  the  honorable  Goundl;  certain  matters  which 
mcar  to  me  to  be  worthy  of  Notice. 

The  Teiy  fiivorable  Dii^sition  manifested  by  the  Goremment  of 
PsoBBylvania,  ft  by  your  Excelleney;  to  improve  every  Object  of 
natioiiid  Justioe,  ana  to  restore  the  oommereial  Intercourse  with 
loraign  Countries  to  its  former  State  of  Reputation  k  Security,  induces 
me  to  hope  every  well  founded  Suggestion  will  be  candidly  received, 
k  every  just  Ground  of  £zception  speedily  reformed. 

With  Sentiments  of  the  most  profound  Beq>ect^  I  have  the  Honor 
lobe 

your  Excellency's  most 

faithful  &  most  bbd^  Serv^ 

P.  BOND.f 
Second  Street,  March  7, 1788. 

His  Sxeelleney  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 

•  Cd.  E«5.,  XV.,  pp.  4(»,  418,  428, 488,  440,  442,  477, 478,  481,  486. 
t  8«  CoL  Bee.,  Vol.,  XV.,  pp.  408,  410,  416. 
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Timothy  Pigkbbing  to  Y.  P.  MuHLSNBSBe,  1788. 

Wilkesboro',  March  10, 1788. 
Dear  Sir, 

With  much  pleasure  I  inform  joa  that  last  week  we  held  the 
courts  of  quarter  sessions  &  common  pleas  in  perfect  quiet  So  much 
business  had  resulted  to  this  from  the  two  preoeeding  terms,  in  the 
pleas,  Uiat,  joined  with  two  or  three  erimmal  pioseoatioDB  in  the 
sessions,  the  court  was  fully  occupied  from  Toesdaj  till  Satnrdaj 
evening.  Some  of  Franklin's  quondam  ofiiosni  were  on  the  grand 
&  petit  juries,  &  behaved  unezceptionably  well.  There  is  every 
appearance  of  a  determination  to  admit  the  regular  execution  of  the 
laws. 

I  am,  respectfully  &  affectionately, 

dear  sir,  your  obed*  senr*, 

T.  PICKERING. 
DirecUd— The  Hon^'*  Peter  Muhlenberg,  Esq',  Philadelphia. 


Gov.  Randolph  of  Va.,  to  Pbbs.  Muhleitbbbg,  1788. 

Richmond,  March  10, 1788. 
Sr, 

Immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  your  late  fitvor*  concerning  the 
negro,  now  in  the  gaol  of  Philadelphia,  I  communicated  it  to  Mr. 
Stephen  Tankard,  his  supposed  owner.  That  gentleman  loet  thirteen 
negroes  during  the  British  invasions,  and  from  every  conjecture, 
which  ho  can  make  on  the  lights  which  he  has  received,  he  is  satia- 
fied  of  his  title.  My  acquaintance  with  him  enables  me  to  say  that 
he  is  an  honest  man,  and  that  great  reliance  may  be  put  in  his  assert 
tions.  I  have  therefore  advised  him  to  proceed  as  soon  as  possible 
to  Philadelphia,  promising  at  the  same  time  to  write  to  you,  in  order 
that  the  negro  may  be  detained,  until  his  arrival.  The  situation  of 
his  family  matters  will  not  suffer  him  to  go  off,  until  the  latter  end 
of  the  present,  or  the  beginning  of  the  next  month. 
I  have  the  honor  Sir,  to  be, 

with  great  respect 

y'r  mo.  ob.  serv't, 

EDM.  RANDOLPH. 
P.  S.    Mr.  Tankard  describes  the  negro  as  well  as  his  memory 
serves,  in  the  following  manner. 

^  He  is  about  5  feet,  8  or  9  inches  high — broad  over  the  breast — 
his  colour  somewhat  inclined  to  a  mulatto,  speaks  thick,  is  about  36 
years  of  age,  and  has  rather  small  legs. 
Directed,     On  Public  Service, 

To  the  Honorable  P.  Muhlenbergh,  Esq.,  of  the  Supreme  Execu- 
tive Council  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia. 

*  See  page  249,  also  Col.  Reo.,  39G,  416. 
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Ofij)D?AKOE  AN0  Stores  belong ikg  to  Philadelphia 
Militia  Artillery,  1788  • 

Sfner*!  Retaro  of  Ordnn^nca  Mid  Stores  belotiging  to  the  Regftnent  of 
FhilftdeJphlft  Militia  Artillery,  Commaoded  by  lb«  Honourable  ThomM 
MIMit,  Esq^uirc,  lA^uUnftui  ColoneL 

Belongiitg  to    BeIot]£:iiig  to 
the  U.  g,  Fenn'a. 

T2P'dri, 0.. „a 

^  Fdi^,„ 1 „ „0 

5  I    ^P'd" .»» 4 ».0  14 

1    3Pdrs L„ 0 

Limbers, 0 «,. ......... 8 

Br*g  Eopea,. *_„„,, , ,,*,.,.,«.. ip,„.0 8 

Tillen ,..,.. 0....... 8 

Worms,  12  Pdr* ,„„rt,.„„ 0 2 

Ladlee,  12  P'di3>..t^«.*« o**  •#-«»* p4.hi..<^0 ^., ,.,. 2 

Lint  Stocks -*•.„• ** 0 8  ^i 

Port  Fire  mocks , .<0 8  ^ 

Budge  Brrfi,„*.,*,, , „,„„ 0.„.. 8 

Eammera  and  Sf'ga,.*..,, .,**,,».,.,.„,.,, ,«...4  0,« *.»,„*, .8 

On&tier'e  Belts 0 -^„,8 

Pnming  Horii«,,*****„* **,....., ,.***»* ..0. ..«...».. ...##,,2 

Drifts  and  8pike«, „  ,„„ « 0 ,.  „<  „.0 

TubBs,.., .„,„., „.„*,-„^p i «,„„,0"*»^.»»<. *...0 

Port  Fire , 0»„,.,. 0 

Slow  Match  if 'ki,. »„..»>, »»p.t«»<»Ht»«^»««0,...,i.,i .^*A 

Quick  Match,. , p ..,.. 0 0 

Ptises,.. ., , , 0. ,„*,.. 0 

Gun^rs  Quadrant, .** 0.-*** 0 

Labartotj  Appar^B,......, ^ ..,,,.. ......0 0 

Carbines 0 , 0 

Cutlnfibes,*.... « „ , 0 .- 0 

Men's  IIiuiie3B^...<P,«,*,^p„,„4^«,«*4.,<^.'..^'...»»0 m»,><»,.1 

8h«ep  Skitxi , .* .p.,0 0 

Sponge  Ta«ka^. „ „„.0 .p.«  lOO 

S^WS ..,. p .0 .,.0  44»«t 

Pttehmg  Axes,.. .pp,.. pO*p** * 0 

Spmd68, 0 0 

Gin, ^ .0 0 

Amnnition  Boxea, 0 11 

Fixed  AmunitioB, 0 0 

SUngB, - ^ 0 2 

Spare  Carriages,..^ ^..0 4 

Handspikes, 0 « 

Powder  Hornfy • ......0 m^ 2 

The  whole  unfit  for  Bervice. 
'l^elphiA,  Mareh  14th,  1789. 

ANTHONY  WBIGHT, 

Acting  Qr.  Ifr.  Artillery. 


Sift  FBNNSTLYANU.  iJUlHIVJI»  IWB; 


OOMinTTBB  OF  WATS  A)fD  MCAVS  TO  V.  P.,  HUHCSmBC?. 

1788. 
Sir; 

Id  the  examination  of  the  Statemeat  of  the  finanoos  fimidied  Ij 
the  Comptroller  Qen'lj  some  diffionltjs  ha^e  presented  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  &  means  which  they  wish  to  Consolt  Ooanoill  npoO; 
they  have  appointed  five  of  their  No.  for  that  parpoee,  mud  when- 
ever counoil  shall  be  pleased  to  appoint  a  time  Uiey  will  be  ghd  to 
attend  them. 

I  am  siri  with  great  respect 

,  y'r  mo.  h'ble  Servt^ 

THOS.  FTTZSIMONS  * 
Chairman  GommitteOi  ways  & : 
Directed^ 
To  H'ble  P.  Muhlenberg^  Esqr.,  V.  P.,  Goanon. 


Council  to  John  Nicholson,  1788. 

In  Councilj 

Philad\  March  16th,  1788. 

Sir, 

In  answer  to  jonr  letter  of  yesterday  I  am  directed  to  inform  yc^^*^ 
that  the  whole  of  the  Chester  County  Militia  fines  mentioned  mit^^ 
res  'lution  of  Counoil  of  the  seventeenth  of  January  lasl|  an  to  t^^ 
reduced  to  7  dollars. 

I  am  Sir, 

your  most  obedient  seryant| 

CHARI4ES  BIDDLE,  Sec'y.f 
Directed, 

To  John  Nicholson,  Esq'r. 

♦  See  Col.  Rec.,  V.  XV.,  p.  410,  411. 
t  See  CoL  Rec.,  VoL  XV.,  p.  870,  418. 
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Sharp  Dblany  to  OoimoiL,  1788. 

In  obedienoe  to  Ae  order  of  The  Hoii'blo  The  Sapreme  BzecmliTe 
ondly  The  annexed  report  is  offered  to  their  eonnderation.    I  re- 
eat  a  dednon  as  aoon  as  poaaible  aa  Mr.  Qrr^a*  dntieahaa  been  doe 
r  aome  oonaiderable  time, 
lam  Sir, 

vonr  moat  Obed't  hnmble  Ser?ant, 

SHARP  DBLANY,  GoU'r. 
dbnecZ, 

Hareh  18th,  1788. 

Report. 

Thomas  Orr  arrived  here  with  a  considerable  qnantity  of  goods  as 
i  forth  in  April,  1787',  &  then  thought  it  a  hardship  to  pay  alieos 
itj,  as  he  came  with  an  iotention  to  settle.  On  his  ^oods  arriving 
16  ensuing  fall,  he  refused  paying  the  aliens  duty,  as  ne  had  taken 
1  house,  paid  taxes,  &  offered  to  t»kc  the  oath  of  Allegiance,  (which 
3  has  since  done)  and  comply  with  every  requisition  necessary  to 
itiUc  him  to  the  priviliges  of  Citizenship.  I  then  informed  him, 
lit  my  construction  or  opinion  of  the  law  could  be  no  loss  to  him  if 
e  Honorable  The  supreme  Executive  Council  should  be  of  opinion 
I  was  not  an  alien  or  foreigner  under  the  law  as  I  should  then  be 
reetod  to  remit  the  duty  on  which  he  signed  Bonds  and  the  matter 
J  over  for  the  determination  of  CouncU.  The  words  of  the  law 
e,  **  That  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  all  goods,  wares 
k  merchandize  imported  into  this  Stato,  by  any  alien  or  forei^er, 
ud  not  bona  fide  consigned  to  some  citizen  of  this  State,  shall  pay 
an  additional  impost  of  Two  Pounds  per  Centum,  upon  the  Value 
thereof,"  (Seo'n  8,  page  244,  passed  15  March,  1787.) 
My  doubts  are  whether  a  person,  taking  the  Oath  of  Allegiance 
lyiog  taxes,  renting  a  house  &c.,  may  be  ranked  as  a  citizen  in  a 
mimercial  Line,  though  not  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  citizen- 
lip  under  the  6th  section  of  the  frame  of  government.  My  private 
pinion  was  in  favor  of  the  memorialist,  founded  on  the  spirit  and 
waDing  of  the  section,  which  originated  &  was  drawn  up  by  me  in 
Her  to  oblige  transient  persons  to  pay  an  equivalent  with  our  own 
^tiiens,  as  1  had  frequently,  opportunities  of  knowing  aliens  coming 
^  with  goods,  taking  a  store  for  a  few  months,  and  then  going  off 
*ith  the  produce  of  their  cargoes,  &o.,  without  either  paying  the 
8^  or  other  taxes. 

Mr.  Orr's  alien  duties,  amounted  to  the  considerable  sum  of 
fl58  6  6. 

♦  See  Col  Bee.,  Vol  XV.,  p.  416,  410. 
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Opinion  of  Att't  Gbnbral  on  OirizBNSHiPy  1788. 

Upon  the  within  oase  I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that  Thomas  Orr  at 
the  time  of  importing  the  goods  referred  to^  was  ''an  alien  or  Ibrdgner*' 
within  the  meaning  of  the  act  of  March,  1787.  At  that  time  he  had 
resided  in  this  State  only  six  months,  &  had  not  taken  the  oath  of 
allegiance.  His  intention  of  becoming  a  citizen,  must  be  evidenced 
by  the  two  overt  acts  prescribed  in  the  constitution :  and  if  any 
cieclaraiuma  of  sach  intention  could  be  admitted  the  act  would  easily 
be  evaded.  Mr.  Orr,  is  not,  even  at  this  moment,  a  oitixen,  thjre 
is  no  certainty  that  he  will  ever  be  one,  for  he  may  either  remove  or 
die,  before  the  twelvemonth  expires.  The  terms  of  citiienship  are 
clearly  defined  in  our  constitution,  &  are  the  same  for  the  merchant 
that  they  are  for  others.  Mr.  Orr  therefore  not  being  a  citisen, 
must  of  course  be  comprehended  under  the  terms  "  luien  or  for* 
eigner,"  &  as  such  is  liable  to  the  duty  imposed  on  persons  of  that 
description. 

WM.  BRADFORD,  Jr. 


Bill  Respecting  Wyomin^  Introduced  in  Assembly, 

1788. 

State  of  Pennsylvania, 

In  General  Assembly, 

Thursday,  March  27,  A.M.,  1788. 
The  Bill,  entitled,  '*  A  further  act  for  quieting  the  disturbawxi 
at  Wyoming,  and  for  confirming  to  certain  persons  called  Connec- 
ticut Claimants,  the  Lands  by  theni  claimed  within  the  County  of 
Luzerne,"  was  read  the  second  time  and  debated  by  paragraphs. 

Orderedy  That  it  be  transcribed,  and  in  the  mean  time  printed 
for  public  consideration. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

PETER  Z.  LLOYD, 

Clerk  of  the  Qeneral  Assemblyi 

A  further  act  for  quieting  the  disturbances  at  Wyoming,  and  for 
confirming  to  certain  persons  called  Connecticut  claimants,  the  lands 
by  them  claimed  within  the  County  of  Luzerne, 

Sect.  I.  Whereas  in  attempting  to  execute  the  act  of  the  €kneral 
Assembly  of  this  Commonwealth,  entitled, ''  An  act  for  aaoertaining 
and  confirming  to  certain  persons  called  Connecticut  claimantS|  the 
lands  by  them  claimed  within  the  county  of  Luzerne  and  for  other 
purposes  therein  mentioned,''  it  has  been  found  much  more  expen* 
Bive  than  wta  at  first  expected,  aa  Nfdl  aa  extremely  difficult  to 
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Haertun  ibe  differeDt  interfering  daims,  at  well  of  the  Pcnnsj^lvania 
iBdholden,  as  those  of  the  Conneotient  olaimants. 

And  wkereoM  the  oommisBionere  appointed  for  a^jasting  and 
ffttling  the  claims  aforesaid,  have  not  been  supported  in  the  ezeea- 
ixm  of  their  oomnission,  bnt  have  been  interrupted,  insnitedi  and 
BftODally  abused  in  the  preeenoe  of  those  people  whose  duty  and 
ilMvst  it  was  to  support  them :  And  whereas  it  is  but  just  and 
maonable  that  the  said  Oonneotiout  olaimants  should  at  least  be  at 
le  ezpenoe  of  settling  and  adjusting  their  own  claims ;  therefore, 
8bct.  II.  Be  ii  enacted^  and  it  u  ktrth^  enacted  hy  the  Bepre- 
ntaitvei  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Cammonwealth  of  Penn^lvania  m 
htteral  Amembfy  met,  ami  by  the  authority  of  the  eame^  That  all 
id  arerj  of  the  seventeen  townships,  which  were  petitioned  for  by 
lid  Connectiout  olaimants,  by  the  name  of  8alem,  Newport,  Han- 
rer,  Wilksborough,  Pitstown,  Northumberland,  Putnam,  Mush- 
oppin,  Springfield,  Clavenck,  Ulster,  Exeter,  Kingston,  Plymouth, 
[nntington,  Bedford  and  Providence,  agreeable  to  their  orighial 
Dtts  and  bounds,  be  and  they  are  hereby  confirmed  to  such  of  them 
I  were  actual  settlers  there,  at  or  before  the  termination  of  the 
(aim  of  the  State  of  Connecticut  by  the  decree  of  the  congressional 
3urt  at  Trenton  to  be  by  them  settled,  according  to  their  original 
oldings  in  any  way,  which  they  may  judge  most  convenient  to 
bcm. 

Sect.  HI.  And  be  it  furtlier  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaidy 
*hat  the  Sheriff  of  the  said  county  of  Luzerne  shall  within 
ays  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  notify  the  Connecticut  claimants, 
1  one  or  more  of  the  news-papers  published  in  the  city  of  Philadcl- 
hia  and  in  Connecticut,  as  well  as  by  handbills  set  up  in  the  most 
ublio  places  in  the  respective  townships,  to  meet  at  such  time  and 
lace  or  places  as  he  shall  appoint,  to  elect  by  ballot,  one  suitable 
erson,  he  being  a  freeholder  within  the  said  county,  for  a  patentee 
>r  such  township;  and  tho  claimants  so  assembled,  shall  within 
ve  days  after  such  election,  make  return  of  the  persons  names  and 
'laces  of  abode,  who  shall  be  highest  in  votes,  to  the  said  Sheriff 
trho  shall  within  ten  days  after  such  return  or  returns  come  into  his 
lands,  transmit  the  same  to  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  this 
Slate,  who  are  hereby  directed  and  required  to  direct  the  Secretary 
of  the  Land-Office,  to  issue  a  warrant  in  the  name  of  each  of  the 
perrons  who  shall  be  so  elected  and  returned  to  them  for  each  re- 
Bptttive  township,  for  which  he  shall  be  so  as  aforesaid  elected, 
which  warrant  shall  be  directed  to  the  Surveyor  General,  command- 
ing him  to  cause  a  resurvey  to  be  made  forthwith,  of  such  township, 
agreeable  to  their  original  butts  and  bounds  and  to  make  return 
thereof  without  delay,  into  the  Surveyor  General's  Office  in  Phila- 
delphia, and  upon  every  such  return  a  patent  shall  issue  in  the  name 
of  BQch  patentee  who  was  so  as  aforesaid,  elected  and  retuiued  vsi 
tnirt  and  for  the  use  of  the  said  Connecticut  claimants  m  OaaX.  \.o^xv- 
^hip^  oJetr  of  expense  except  for  makins  out  the  puteTk^«  tot  n^lvi^a. 
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they  shall  pay  the  usnal  fees  of  offiee.  And  eyery  Deputy  Soireyoi 
in  whose  district  the  township  shall  happen  to  be^  shall  for  each  and 
every  surrey  by  him  made  and  retonied  as  aforesaid,  leoehrt  the 
usual  fees  and  no  more. 

Scot.  IY  .  And  be  ii  JurAer  maeted  by  the  auAon^  a/bremidf 
That  in  ease  of  the  death,  negleot  or  refosal  to  serve,  of  any  or  eiAai 
of  the  said  patentees,  then  and  in  every  saeh  ease,  all  liie  powen 
which  was  so  as  aforesaid  conveyed  to  them,  shall  immediately  be  ia 
the  Prothonotary,  8heri£f  and  Coroner  of  the  said  county  of  LuieiM 
for  the  time  being,  in  trust  as  aforesaid,  which  Prothonotarv,  Sheriff 
and  Coroner,  or  any  two  of  them,  shall  from  time  to  time  have  fall 
power  and  authority  to  transfer,  oonvey  and  make  over,  all  or  snj 
part  of  suoh  township  which  shall  so  &11  under  their  direotion  u 
fully  and  as  amply  as  the  original  patentee  could  have  done  agreeaUs 
to  the  original  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act.  * 

SsOT.  V .  And  be  ii  /wrther  enacted  by  the  authority  a/aremUl, 
That  when  the  Conneotiout  claimants  by  their  proper  representatife^ 
do  neglect  or  refuse  to  make  application  to  counsel  for  oonfirmatioa 
of  their  respective  townships,  as  aforesaid,  within  months  after 

the  publication  of  this  act,  then  and  in  every  such  case,  the  claimantB 
to  such  township,  which  shall  not  be  applied  for,  as  is  herein  before 
directed,  shall  be  forever  after  barred  from  any  right  or  claim  to  the 
same. 

Philadelphia :  From  handbill,  printed  by  Thomas  Bradford. 
Indorsed^ 

Wioming  Bill,  published  for  consideration,  but  never  enacted. 


Proposal  for  State  Road,  1788. 

To  The  Honourable  the  President  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Subscriber  desirous  of  beiog  appointed  to  open  the  State 
road  lately  laid  out  from  Frankstown  on  Juniata  River,  over  the 
Alegany  Moantain  to  the  Mouth  of  Loyalhannah,  Do  propose  to 
open  the  same  for  Eighteen  Pounds  ^mile,  fifty  feet  wide,  (Except 
in  such  Places  as  may  Require  Diging,  which  shall  be  twelve  fecO 
or  if  it  is  thought  necessary  to  contract  the  Width  as  much  as  the 
Contraction  is  less  as  much  less  will  bo  taken  for  compleating  the 
work  by  the  Publicks  Humble  Scrvt. 

AND'W  NELSON. 

Slst  March,  1788. 
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A  Sun  w  Bniaflroriiwog  J»iQo«gMas^  ji»»iMamh^ 

~    Mdiitoitf^  i«HliMt.of  the  moDtUj  tdble  neeifdl  from 
miMTof  r  


OoDgms  (in  detoU)  for  ewdi  SfilV  .91)^  SIAm 
«ji-&low0y. ?ii. t  :';.  ..;•;  .'L 

S  Btiilei  on  1  day,  8  Stotes  on  1  iMj, 

8    do      <<  2    '<  -     -    -  9     do    «  1    «• 

7    do      «  11 "     . 

Thrte  itonbm  from'  PennsF,  vis. :  Iteanrii.  Irvibe,  Annstiong  ft 
Bold,  mttottdod  eyeiy  daj.doring  the  month  exoept.pne — when  only 
toe  memler  was  prawnt 

AH  the  States  exoant  Bhode  Island  were  liepresented  dozinff  the 
feniop — ITew  Hampsnirei  Hassaohnsettai  Conneotioni,  and  Soinih 
OiroBh%  irithqnt  ihtempdon.    The  other  States  oooanonall j|  no^ 
fUljp  am  Oeoi^  represented  only  on  one  day. 


Jmmwb  CBmnvaiiAjf,  Subyrok  ov  jDiFufeaiAnoM  Laitimi^ 
TO  Pres.  Franklin,  1788. 

The  Snbeoriber  begs  leave  to  lay  before  his  Ezoellenoy  Benjanin 
ftanklin,  Baqolrsi  ai^  the  Honorable  the  Sopreme  EzeoutiTe  Oean- 
€|  a  Statement  of  the  Surveys  made  by  him  in  the  Depreoiation 
linds  in  the  year  1785«-A  general  Draft  of  whioh  was  retamed  into 
the  Surveyor  General's  Office  in  January,  1786  (together  with  sepa- 
iKe  Drafts  of  each  Tract). 

In  March  following,  309  Tracts  were  told  nnder  the  direction 
of  the  Honorable  Council.  At  different  periods  since  that  time, 
I  have  received  fees  for  276  Tracts,  Amounting  (at  £3  10s« 
eich)  to  £966 

aad  remains  yet  due  on  33  Tracts  yet  unpaid  115    lOs. 

Amount        £1081  10 


Paid  Snrveyor  Gtoieral  acceptance  fees  for  809  IVaots)  ^^y  jg  ^ 
ik£8  98.  each,  J 

The  abovB  bodnem  was  performed  at  considerable  risque  and 
txposnn :  the  subscriber  finds  himself  agreived  in  being  detained 
OQt  of  ttae  fees  due  to  him  on  the  above  mentioned  Tracts;  more 
Cipedally  as  he  has  long  since  paid  to  the  Surveyor  Oenenil  an 
•Meptaoco  fee  for  809  Tracts  (the  propriety  of  which  the  H^nofcsXiba 
Council  will  Judge). 

Regnestfn^  foar  Honorable  Board  to  take  tbis  matia  mW  OQAs* 
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sideratioD,  and  grant  such  relief  as  yoar  Honors  may  think  JuBt, 
I  take  the  liberty  of  sabaeribing  myself,  with  Sentiments  eif  notfi 
respect  and  esteem, 

Your  most  obedient,  Humble  Servant, 
JAMBS  CUNNINGHAM. 
1st  April,  1788. 

P.  S. — ^The  Surveyor's  fees  alluded  to  was  paid  in  May,  1786. 


Judges  of  Suprehb  Court  to  Council^  1788. 

We,  the  subscribers,  do  humbly  certify,  that  the  within  Petitioneri 
John  Brown,*  was  tried  before  us,  that  he  had  Counsel  assigned  bim 
in  his  challenges  and  to  make  his  defence,  and  upon  a  fair  hearing 
was  convicted  Dy  an  impartial  jury,  on  evidence  entirely  satisfactorj 
to  us  *,  that  he  was  informed,  that  instead  of  the  sentenoe  of  death, 
he  was  intitled  to  otAyq  the  punishment  inflicted  for  such  an  ofTence 
by  the  Act  of  Assembly  for  the  amendment  of  the  penal  Jjaws  of 
this  State,  and  that  ag*<  the  earnest  recommendations  of  the  court  to 
do  so,  he  obstinately  refused,  and  insisted  for  the  sentence  under 
the  former  Laws  being  pronounced  ag*'  him,  which  was  at  leagtk 


We  conceive  it  proper  to  inform  Council  that  the  Petitioner  is  an 
M  Offender,  and  was  pardoned  in  the  year  1785  for  a  Burglary,  in 
order  that  t^ey  may  the  better  be  enabled  to  determine  upon  tlM 
length  of  time  he  ought  to  labour  for  the  Public  on  condition  of  i 
Pardon,  to  which  indulgence  We  have  no  particular  objections. 

THO.  M'KEAN, 
GEO.  BRYAN. 
Philadelphia,  April  6th,  1788. 
*  His  Excellency  the  President  &  the  Ilon'blo  Supreme  Executive 
Council  of  Pennsylyania. 


Norris  Town  Jeal,  April  2*,  1788. 
To  His  Excellencv  Benjamin  Franklin,  Esq'r,  governor  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  Honorable  Council;  the  Homble 
Petion  of  John  Brown,  Languishing  Prisoner  Confined  in  this  Jei1| 
under  Sentance  of  Deth.  Your  Poor  petioner  Labours  under  the 
most  painfull  Confindment  Distatude  of  friend  but  God  and  yotf 
Honours,  your  Poor  Petioner  Humbly  Sheweth,  that  Dorias  hi* 
Trial,  having  No  body  to  speak  in  his  Behalf,  Neither  Was  I  alhrne^ 
any  body  to  speak  in  my  Behalf.    I  Humbly  Beg  that  your  HooonfS 

♦  See  Col  Bca,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  426.— He  uroa  ordered  to  be  executed  on  the 
J2tb  of  April 
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mf.TBkm  il  ia  Coosidentiai  md  ^  my  Dirtmsed  CtoDdMaii; 
itmGhm^  for  all  men  ii  WtU  Kaovt;  I  HvaUy  Big  joof 
■NM9>  Woud  OoBadff  my  Poor  Ool)ditim^  And  afflmt  npoB  nm  a^ 
waUkmmdM  jontHaamm  pImmh  Bith«r  to  bnuh,  Ooniiidi  er 
HflMto  hud  LibMDr,  ISid  voiKnow  or  CyondderivhM.I  tm 
IML  Ai  U  !■  jonr  Honoun'  Fowor  to  do  what  yoo  jkutB-imA 
li^aiid  I  lum  takoirit  Into  Great  Conndeiation  meat  have  been 
flidar  Seaitaaoe ;  that  if  yon  would  aUowto  me  that  wmlaM  Oat 
m  hi  yoor  Honoom'  power,  I  Hope  the  Qieat  Qod  will  Bewaid  yoa ; 
iraa  doing  jtm  will  Hate  the  £rayett  of  the  moek  Humbly  and 
irtf  eeiod  petioner. 

JOHN  BBOWN. 

I  Beqneet  the  fiiv^nr  of  yoor  Honours  to  aind  anewer  by  Ae 
leaMr.  ff  yon  poeiable  Can,  m  the  tiihe  is  ehort.  God,  I  hbpe^  will 
ewara  yon  for  bo  doing.* 


SA8.  Hellstbdt,  Swbdish  Consul,  to  Prbs.  Franklin — 
Wab  bstwssn  Bubsia  and  Tubkby,  1788. 

Philadelphia,  AprU  nth,  1788. 

Aibj(Mned  I  have  the  honor  of  oommniueating  to  yoor  Bieellett^ 
iftnnalaiion  of  a  letter  directed  to  me  from  Ooaot  F^  G.  OxenstU 
ma,  one  of  Hie  Swedidb  Hajee'*«  Principal  Secretarieaof  State,  the 
raanlgation  of  which  mey  be  judged  neeeeeary* 
I  am  Sir,  yoor  BxceUeno/e 

Most  obedS  meet  h»>*  Serf*. 

CHABLB8  HBLLSTRDT.f 
Swedish  Coniol. 
waccnrf, 

Hie  Ezeelleney,  Benjamin  Franklin,  Esq^r,  Philadelphia. 


Translation. 
Stockholm  the  9<^  Norember,  1787. 

Aewsj  now  kindleinfl|  between  Bnasia  and  the  Ottoman  Port, 
ul '  probably  excite  a  desire  amonget  particalar  peocile  to  arm 
nirs,  or  to  be  interested  in  armamentt  against  Merchant  yessela 
jt the  two  Empires,  and  the  King,  not  willing  to  grant  His  pn^ection 

•  (Mk  Eee.,  TeL' VT.ypth  4».-%»,  497.    Oideredio  1m  «s»eiMk'  *1^ 
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to  enterprisesy  founded  on  hopes  of  an  illioit  gain,  and  ooBtmj  to 
the  neutrality  His  Maj^  hai  thought  proper  to  adop^  has  oommaaiM 
me  to  inform  jon  of  those  His  sentiments,  and  by  theie  aothorisss 
you  Sir,  to  forbid  all  Sweedish  snbjectSy  who  may  be  imdar  voir 
department  to  take  any  part  directly  or  indirectly  in  snob  enterpnseSy 
either  by  selling  their  vessls,  to  be  employed  in  piracy  against  the 
sabjects  of  Bossia  or  those  of  the  Port,  or  chartering  them  for  that 

?urposey  or  to  enrol  themselves  on  board  yessels  in  that  employmeBt 
n  order  to  do  your  dnty  in  this  regard,  it  is  the  Kings  will  that  yoa 
make  the  above  His  orders  known  to  all  it  mayeoncem,  oonformamy 
to  the  strictest  principles  of  Neutrality. 

F.  G.  OXENSTIERNA. 
Directed^ 
Charles  Hellsledt,  His  Swedish  Maj'stis  Conaal|  Philadelpbia. 


Chables  Pettit  to  Pres.  Franklin,  1788. 

Philadelphia,  14th  April,  1788. 
Sir, 

After  my  Return  from  New  York  in  May  last,  I  presented  an 
Account  to  the  Comptroller  General  in  order  to  obtain  a  wamnt 
from  Council  for  a  few  weeks  Pay  as  a  Member  in  Oongress.  Con- 
sidering it  as  a  Business  of  oourse  I  neglected  farther  Appltcatioil 
for  some  Time,  but  was  at  length  told  that  Doubts  had  ariaoi  in 
Council  whether  I  was  entitled  to  the  Pay  stated  in  the  aeoonnt  or 
not.  These  Doubts  seem  to  have  arisen  on  one  or  other  of  the  two 
following  suppositions. 

1st.  That  the  Assembly,  by  the  Election  of  Gen.  Armstrong 
intended  to  supercede  my  Appointment,  or 

2dly.  That  the  Time  limited  by  the  Constitution  for  my  OoBtio- 
uanoe,  was  expired  before  I  gave  the  Attendance  fox  whioh  I  have 
claimed  Pay. 

As  to  the  first,  I  am  for  from  questioning  the  Right  of  the 
Assembly  to  supercede  any  one  of  their  Delegates  whenever  they 
think  proper.  But  having  never  received  any  Intimations  of  their 
Disapprobation  of  my  Conduct  as  a  Delegate,  I  cannot  suppose  they 
intended  to  brand  me  with  so  unusual  a  Mark  of  Displeasure. 

As  to  the  second. — ^The  Federal  Constitution  limits  the  Servioe 
of  Members  to  three  years.  It  was  for  some  Time  doubted  whether 
the  three  years  should  be  computed  from  the  Time  of  their  r^speotive 
appointments,  or  the  Time  of  takine  their  Seats  in  Congress:  but 
the  words  being  that  ^'no  Person  shall  be  capable  of  heinu  a  DdegaU 
^^  for  more  than  three  years  in  any  Term  of  six  years,''  the  former 
Construction  has  prevailed.  The  words  of  Limitation  ia  the  Con- 
Btitution  of  Pennsylvania  are  ^^  no  mTm  v\i^  %\i  \a  Oomqrem  longer 
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^than  two  yean  saooeasivelj/'  Heooe  it  has  been  geoerally 
vndentood  that  the  two  years,  to  fur  as  this  Limitatioii  applies, 
eomnenoe  aft  the  Time  a  Delegate  takes  his  Seat  in  GongreVi  and 
thia  Oonitnietion  has  prevailed  in  Praotioe. 

Those  who  best  know  me  will  do  me  the  JnsUoe  to  beHerOi  that  . 
ahho'  I  was  daly  sensible  of  the  Honor  oonferred  npon  me  by  the 
Appointment,  I  was  far  from  soliciting  it;  and  that  I  should  haTe 
been  equally  fiir  from  obtruding  my  Sdrvices  in  this  last  Period  of 
Attendance  if  I  could  have  supposed  they  would  have  been  either 
deemed  unacceptable  or  founded  on  doubtfal  Authority.  I  therefore 
lake  the  Liberty  of  stating  to  your  Excellency  and  Uie  honble  the 
Supreme  Execntiye  Oouncu  my  view  of  the  Subject  at  the  Time  of 
the  Tiaasaction. 

In  April  1785,  The  Legislature  did  me  the  Honor  to  elect  me  a 
Delegate.    Being  a  Memmr  of  the  House  at  the  Time,  I  had  some 
Doubts,  in  point  of  Delicacy  of  accepting  the  appointment,  and  had 
actually  refused  at  a  former  Session  to  permit  my  Name  to  remain 
in  the  List  of  nominations ;  but  it  was  again  urged  so  warmly  that 
1  did  not  absolutely  refuse,  neither  did  I  announoo  an  Acceptance 
till  some  Time  after  the  Session  ended.     In  May  I  received  the 
Credentials  of  my  Appointment,  and  on  the  27th  of  that  Month  I 
presented  them  and  took  a  Seat  in  Congress.    In  the  November 
Session  following  I  was  again  appointed  for  the  ensuing  year.     In 
NoTember,  1786, 1  received  a  third  appointment.    As  the  Constitu- 
tional Limitation  would  admit  but  a  few  Months  Continuance  under 
this  appointment,  it  was  to  me  both  unexpected  &  undesired ;  but 
bein^  at  New  York  at  the  time,  and  considering  it  as  an  honorable 
Testimony  of  Approbation  which  demanded  my  Gratitude,  I  accepted 
and  continued  to  net  under  it  till  the  Arrival  of  a  sufficient  number 
of  my  honorable  Collcagncs  enabled  me  to  retire  for  some  Time 
without  leaving  the  State  unrepresented.     This  had  so  seldom  hap- 
pened before,  that  I  folt  the  stronger  occasion  to  avail  myself  of  the 
Relief,  and  remained  absent  from  Congress  till  the  beginning  of 
April  1787,  during  which  Time  so  many  States  were  unrepresented 
that  little  Progress  was  made  in  Business.     Considering  that  the 
Hme  limited  by  the-  Constitution  for  my  Continuance  in  the  Delega- 
tion would  expire  on  the  26th  day  of  May,  I  began  to  decline  the 
Thought  of  returning  to  that  Duty ;  but  there  were  then  but  two 
Delegates  from  this  State  at  New  York,  one  of  whom  was  bv  his 
Station  precluded  from  the  ordinary  Duties  of  a  Member,  and  the 
other  having  signified  to  me  his  Desire  to  be  relieved  by  a  particular 
r      Diy  at  which  ho  must  withdraw  himself  for  a  Time :  recollecting 
K      iBoreover  that  some  Matters  of  Business  were  like!  v  to  be  resumed  in 
I      OoDgren  which  my  honorable  Colleagues  had  had  less  opportunity  of 
^      iBTQstigating  than  myself,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  give  my  Attend- 
f      viee  tW  it  should  be  but  for  a  few  weeks.     On  the  I^y  of  my 
B.       ttrivtl  in  ConffresS|  General  Irvine,  who  had  been  \m^a^eii\X^ 
-      wiitiDg  for  a  B^ef,  departed.    I  bad  heard  that  General  litm&tioik^ 
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was  elected  &  supposed  that  (he  Intention  was  to  guard  agaiiit  a 
Vacancy  when  my  Time  should  be  expired,  but  hu  no  BeMM  lo 
suppose  it  was  designed  to  affect  my  Continuance  daring  thai  limtf 
nor  did  I  receive  any  notification  of  such  Election  olherwiM  thn 
firom  oommon  Report,  neither  did  I  know  till  sometime  after  I  went 
to  Congress  that  the  Gentleman  elected  had  determined  to  aoeepi 
the  appointment  On  his  arrival  at  New  York  sometime  afterward^ 
I  obtained  a  sight  of  his  Credentials  and  consulted  with  him  &  ths 
President  of  (ingress  on  the  occasion,  intending  to  retire  immedi* 
ately  if  I  should  discern  the  least  Intimation  that  such  had  been  ths 
Design  of  the  Legislature ;  but  nothing  of  the  kind  appearing^  I 
continued  my  attendance  in  Congress  till  about  the  18th  or  20th  of 
May  when  I  withdrew,  supposing  my  Time  of  Service  to  be  within  a 
few  Days  of  expiring  by  the  Limitation. 

I  have  taken  the  Liberty  to  ask  the  Attention  of  yoor  Ezcellenof 
and  the  honble  Council  to  these  Particulars  not  so  much  with  a 
view  to  the  Sum  I  have  claimed j  however  desirable  it  may  be  to  ne, 
as  in  order  to  remove  the  Appearance  of  Censure  which  a  Refusal  of 
it  would  seem  to  imply;  and  which  I  am  not  conscious  of  having 
deserved. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  Respect,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant 

CHA.  PETIIT*. 

Directed^ 
His  Excellency,  The  President  of  the  Sup.  Ex«  Council 


Wab  Department  to  Pees.  Franklin,  1788. 
fip 

War  Office,  April  15th,  1788. 
Sir, 

Captain  Zcigler  the  bearer  having  been  directed  to  repair  ts 
Pennsylvania  on  the  recruiting  service,  I  beg  leave  to  request  tUt 
the  Commissioned  Officers  may  be  appointed  to.  the  quota  of  Pciuh 
sylvania  conformably  to  the  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  3d  of  October 
last|  and  the  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  10th  of  November' 

As  the  recruiting  service  cannot  commence  with  propriety  nntili 
the  appointments  are  actually  made  by  the  executive  Council,  sod 
as  a  recruiting  party  has  arrived  in  Philadelphia^  the  public  intemti 
would  be  promoted  by  the  appointments  being  made  as  soon  M 
possible,  and  transmitted  to  this  Office. 

The  number  of  Officers  requested  for  the  quota  of  Pennaylvaatf 
and  the  particular  predicaments  of  Brigadier  General  Harmarin^ 
stated  in  my  letter  to  your^Exccllcncy  of  the  31st  of  October  1787.t 

*  Soe  Col.  Reo.  Vol.  XV.,  p.  486, 
t  See  page  '2)0d. 


Bbotdi'  Oq^ftna  Sttkrbe  fiitand  vith  a  mttpfobAmmif^I  boB4 
<M  Ckiuail  May  thitt  proper. to  make  hbi  tht  admloQalDr  tie 
nante  tpeaUbd  ur  tlie  Aet  <^f  the  AaeemUj  of  tim-  IQtk  ef 
NMOfihi^^bdbM  caoitedL    -      .     . 

'   fliali«fheHimortobev«Ilhth«hit^feMipao^  I 

'  Toitf'Bxoelleiiqys  meet  bboAent  Hafflble  eervant        ' 

J.KNOX.*   . 
DlredeS  '    [. 

Hia  KTCftlhmcj,  The  Preddbnt  of  the  CommonwealUi  of  Poiia? 
^hania. 


VrAVOK  SWAXir%  (ShH.,)  so  I^ABS.  MUHLBNBE&ay.l788.! 

Hoatgpmeiy  C^  Apdi  19(b^  178iS-   [ 
Sir, 

Bebg  infonned  thi^t  my  eonduot  previous  to  the  Exeouiion  of 

J^ko  foowD|*  has  been  misrepresenfeed,  and  ooooeiviDg  h  to  be  piy 

duty  to  by  a  State  of  ikets  before  the  Honorable  the  Supreme 

EieeotiYe  Counoil ;  I  beg  leave  to  address  these  lines  to  yon,  and 

to  giro  a  true  history  of  the  matter,  and  which  a  number  of  re- 

ipeetable  witnesses  can  testify.     When  the  warrant  was  delivered  to 

me  on  Tuesday  the  9th  Instant,  I  immediately  proceeded  to  Norris- 

town  Jail,  and  on  Wednesday  morning  communicated  the  same  to 

the  unfortunate  Criminal,  and  then  consulted  a  number  of  the 

lohabitanta  among  the  rest  Doctor  Shannon,  Mr.  Lawrence,  Mr. 

Pogb,  &c.,  which  was  the  most  elligible  spot  to  erect  the  Oallowa ; 

OQ  which  the  last  mentioned  Oentleman  said  he  thought  the  best 

place  was  on  a  cross  street,  near  a  lot  of  Col.  Craie's;  I  reply'd  I 

did  not  wish  to  offend  Col.  Craig  by  erecting  a  Gallows  so  near  his 

Lot,  but  would  rather  get  as  near  the  back  of  the  Jail  as  possible ; 

aeoOTdinsly,  we  fiz'd  the  spot  nearly  behind  the  Jail  on  a  public 

street;  £e  ne^  day  my  Deputy  came  to  my  house  and  infonned  me 

that  Col.  Craig  was  very  much  irritated  that  I  should  attempt  to 

erest  a  OaDows  on  any  of  the  streets,  that  it  should  not  be  erected 

on  any  of  them,  nor  on  any  part  of  the  plantation,  and  swore.- as 

maamm  OaUows  was  ereoted  he  would  oat  it  down.   I  immediately 

v«t  to  Norristown  to  know  what  was  beat  to  be  done,  and  oonaolted 

wiHal  of  the  people,  informing  them  at  the  same  time,  that  it  was 

flikifldy  immaterial  to  me  where  the  Gallows  was  ereoted.    Mr. 

Jaiatte  Boberts  one*  of  the  Commissionera  for  Poblie  BoildingSi 

wii  ha  Iftoi^^i  the  burying  ground  a  proper  plaoe,  but  which  was 

asHhmviewof  thoTownaaany  oiherspoi;  this  wasfeneedin 

kyCoL  Ondg^  he  then  mentioned  the  publie  landing  on  Schuylkill, 

«  8se  CoL  Bee  Vol.  XV.,  p.  i85,  487,  488. 

-wn* 
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4mt  that  wu  fenoed  in  alio,  he  then  went-to  CkL  Onlgylmt  vothfag 
was  done ;  he  went  a  aeoond  time  and  retorned,  and  infonn'd  me  I 
■honld  walk  with  him  to  Tiew  a  ipot  on  Stbnev  Greek,  near  the  bridge^ 
that  he  thought  Col.  Craig  would  have  no  objeotiona  to  that  plaee; 
I  immediately  went  with  him  aooompan/d  hj  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Bidrd 
and  the  ClerffYman,  who  attended  the  Criminal,  when  we  eame  to 
Col.  Craig'sHbouse,  I  saluted  him  in  a  friendly  manner,  oonadons 
that  I  had  given  him  no  offence,  and  intended  to  speak  with  him  on 
the  subject,  but  before  I  had  utter'd  three  words,  he  got  into  a  most 
violent  passion,  which  burst  forth  into  a  torrent  of  abuse— tlie  com- 
pany amazed,  I  presume,  at  his  conduct  broke  up  and  the  place  wis 
left  unexamined ;  the  day  being  nearly  spent  and  no  place  fix'd 
upon,  I  directed  the  Jailer  to  have  the  Gallows  erected  near  the 
Jail  Wall,  which  is  public  ground,  it  was  acoordinely  erected  there 
in  the  night,  and  every  thing  in  readiness,  but  on  £iturday  morning 
about  8  o'clock,  to  my  great  astonishment,  CoL  Craig  cut  it  down 
reduced  to  this  Dilemma,  I  thought  it  the  most  prudent  step  to  send 
an  Express  to  Council  to  know  what  further  steps  to  take,  and  le- 
oeiVd  an  answer  firom  the  Attorney  General  in  due  time,  and  the 
oriminal  was  executed  in  a  field  belonging  to  the  College,  with  tbe 
approbation  of  Col.  Crate ;  the  above.  Sir,  is  a  true  state  of  the 
matter,  and  submit  it  to  tiie  honorable  Council  whether  I  have  acted 
right  or  wrong. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Sir,  your  most 

obedient  Servant, 

FRANCIS  SWAINR 
Directed, 
The  Honble  Gcn'l  P.  Muhlenberg,  V.  P.,  Philadolphia. 


Col.  Jos.  Harmab  to  Prbs.  Fbanklin,  1788. 

Fort  l^itt,  April  24th,  1788. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  Letter  from  the 
honorable  Vice  president  in  Council,  dated  the  28rd  Febmary  hsty 
enclosing  me  the  late  Law  of  the  State  for  re-enliating  the  Noo« 
Commissioned  officers  and  privates  of  the  Pennsylvania  quota  for 
the  further  term  of  three  years,  and  at  the  same  time  encloainff  me 
three  seperate  orders  on  the  treaiurers  of  Westmoreland,  Waaninf* 
ton  and  Fayette  Counties,  for  monies  for  this  servioe,  amonnting  in 
the  whole  to  780  dollars.  The  order  on  Washinffton  County  hia 
already  been  presented,  and  the  answer  given  by  the  treasurer  was, 
bat  there  is  no  hard  money  \n  the  tTeaflury^  and  that  only  a  part 
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the  monej  oui  be  had,  and  thj^t  in  paper.  The  other  Drafta 
n  preaentodi  I  am  apprehenuTe  will  snare  the  same  ftie.  I 
aft  oonoeive  it  to  be  tbe  wish  of  Conneil  that  these  drafts  shoald 
paid  in  the  paper  enrrency,  as  it  will  not  answer  the  intended 
pose  of  reomiting;  I  most  therefore  beg  of  jonr  Ezoellenejand 
honorable  the  Council  to  make  some  other  arrangements,  in 
or  that  hard  money  may  be  placed  in  my  hands,  which  will 
atly  expedite  the  reomiting  senaee. 

We  shall  be  happy  to  receive  our  New  Commissions  upon  the  r»- 
n  of  Lieutenant  oeatty,  the  pay  master. 
[  am  now  upon  my  tour  to  Tisit  the  post  established  at  Yenango. 
B  fortress  is  honored  with  your  Gxoellenoy's  name.  Be  pleawd 
noeife  the  enclosed,  North  yiew  and  profile  of  the  works,  like- 
le  a  small  map  of  the  Country  adjacent* 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  the  highest  Esteem  So 

respect,  your  Excellency's  & 

the  honble  Councirs  most 

hble.  and  obedient  Servant, 
JOS.  HARMAR, 
Lt  Col.  Com.  Ist  U.  8  Regt. 

vrectedj 

His  Excellency,  6.  Franklin,  Esq.,  President  &  the  Honble  The 
^me  Executive  Council,  Pennsylvania. 


7.  P.  Muhlenberg  to  Gov.  of  Massachusetts,  1788. 
In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  April  24th,  1788. 


By  the  direction  of  Council  I  do  myself  the  Honor  to  acknow- 
Ige  Tour  Excellency's  favor  of  the  8a,  containing  a  Resolution  of 
d  General  Court  of  Massachusetts^f  by  which  their  resolution  passed 
e  8th  of  February,  offering  a  Reward  for  apprehending  Daniel 
nys,  Luke  Day,  Adam  Wheeler  and  Eli  Parsons,  together  with  the 
odamation  issued  in  consequence  thereof  are  repealed  and  annulled ; 
consequence  of  this  information  from  your  Excellency,  Council 
[reeably  to  the  enclosed  resolution  have  annulled  the  proelamalv^Ti 
*  Not  fonnd,  f  See  Col  Rec.,  V.  XV.,  p.  44». 
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israed  in  this  State,  by  whicb  an  additional  reward  was  offered  for 
apprehending  the  aboTO  mentioned  personsi  if  found  within  the 
fimits  of  this  State. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  Ezoellenoy'smoBt 

obedient  and  very  hble.  Servt, 

PETER  MTJHLENBBRa,  V.  P. 
Directed^ 

His  Exoellenoy,  John  Hanoock,  Esquire,  Governor  of  the  State 
of  Massaohusctts. 


V.   P.   MunLBNBERG  TO  JUSTIGSS  OP  NORTHAMPTON   Co., 

1788. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  April  24th,  1788. 
Oentlcmen, 

A  Petition  and  Memorial  from  Jane  Rosborough,  relict  of  the 
Rev*  John  Rosborough,'*'  late  Chaplain  in  the  Army,  killed  at  Tren- 
ton, was  this  day  presented  to  the  Board,  from  which  it  appears  that 
the  Widow  &  her  Children  are  much  distressed,  and  as  on  further 
enquiry  it  appears,  that  Mr.  Rosborough,  deserved  well  of  his  Country) 
and  lost  bis  Life  in  defence  of  it ;  Council  wish  to  grant  her  every 
relief  consistent  with  the  Laws  in  such  coses,  made  and  provided ; 
and  as  the  proper  mode  of  redress  lies  in  the  first  instance  with 
your  Worships ;  Council  desire  to  recommend  her  to  your  notice 
as  a  person  highly  deserving  every  favor  her  grateful  Country  oan 
bestow. 

I  am,  Qontlemen,  with  respect 

and  Esteem,  your  most  obedient 

and  humble  Servant, 

PETER  MUHLENBERG. 

To  the  Worshipful  the  Justices  of  the  Orphans  Court  of  th9 
County  of  Northampton. 

*  Sec  Col.  Rec,  XV.,  p.  443. 


-iAinonrsT  Bmsu  akd  Wm.  Liwni  fo  V.  P.  Mttauv^ 

BBR6^,  1788.  '    ' 


ic 


1^^  -         ;■ 

Wa  bag  leara  ia  iraport  to  Oomidl  that  n  tha  aaaa  rMqpaatfng  tiia 
rppHeafeionof  DftTid  rfaisa  ibr  tfaa  monay arnlng  firom  tha lua  of 
ma  hnndrad  Barrela  of  Floor  said  to  ba  rorfeitad  by  John  Rhaiaar 
ra  haya  mntvaHy  agraad  that  the  qnastioB  ba  submitted  to  tha 
latarminatioQ  of  tha  Jodgas  witbom  any  aigament  on  the  oaso 
tatedy  as  was  originally  intended,  &  that  the  opinion  of  tha  Jodgefi 
hall  ba  oonolosive  on  the  parties.  Wa  understand  that  this  mode 
rin  ba  agreeable  to  oounoil,  &  therefore  haTO  reacBly  adopted  it 
We  have  the  honor  to  be, 
with  great  Esteem,  Sir, 

your  most  obedt.  &  yery  hum.  Senrta. 
WM.  BRADFORD,  Junr., 

Atty.  Genl. 
WM.  LEWIS. 
Oireciedf 

The  Ho'nble  The  Vice  President  in  Council 
hdorsed, 

Bead  in  Council  April  30th,  1788,  and  ordered  That  the  several 
■para  respeeting  the  application  of  David  Niess  lor  the  money 
inang  from  the  sale  of  one  hundred  Barrels  of  flour  said  to  be  for- 
(Bited^y  John  Bheiner,  be  referred  to  the  Honble.  The  Judges  of 
Jm  Supreme  Court^  for  their  opinion  and  report  thereon. 
Eztraot  firom  the  minutesy 

JAMBS  TRIMBLE, 

for  Charles  BiddlC;  Secy,* 


Lieut.  Col.  Wm.  Coats  to  Pres.  Franklin,  1788. 

Northern  Liberties,  April  30th/ 1788. 

To  His  Excellency  The  President,  And  the    Honorable  tha 
Sopreme  Executive  Council, 
Qentlemen, 

At  the  Particular  Desire  of  the  Officers  of  the  7th  Battalion  of 
^  Militia  of  the  City  and  Liberties  of  Philada.  which  Battalion  I 
We  the  Honour  to  Command,  which  Battalion  was  laid  o€  ^\i^ 

*  See  Col.  Bee,,  Vol  XV.,  p.  440,  462. 


S74  PBNNSTLYANIA  ABOHIVBS  178& 

Form'd  out  of  the  Fifth  Battalion  now  Commanded  by  Col  Benja- 
min Q-.  Eyresy  and  .it  has  so  happened  the.  greatert  part  of  tho  Anns 
belonging  to  the  Publick,  remained  with  the  5th  Battalion,  and  on 
Enquiry  Find  that  Mr.  Joseph  Perkins  one  of  the  Armorers  has  about 
one  hundred  stand  of  Arms  in  his  Hands,  that  is  not  daimed  hj  any 
particular  Battalion,  he  therefore  Begs  Uiat  Gounoil  wiU  be  pma'a 
to  grant  the  subscriber  an  order  to  reoeive  said  Anna  for  the  uae  of 
his  Battalion,  which  will  oblidge, 

Gentlemen,  your  Humble  Servant, 

WM.  COATS,  Lieut.  Col.  TUi  Bntt 
Directed^ 

To  the  Supreme  Executive  Council,  Common  Wealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 


LiBUT.  Col.  Wm.  Coats  to  Prbs.  Franklin,  1788. 

Philad.  County,  April  30th,  1787. 

To  His  Excellency  The  President,  And  The  Honorable  the 
Supreme  Executive  Council  for  the  Common  Wealth  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 
I  do  Hereby  Certify, 

That  at  an  Election  held  the  28d  Instant  at  the  House  of  Hr. 
John  Hessers  in  German  Town  for  the  Choise  of  one  Lieutenant 
Colonel  and  one  Major,  in  the  Room  and  stead  of  Matthew  Holegate 
Esqr.,  Dcseased,  Late  Lieut  Colonel  of  the  2nd  Battalion  of  said 
County,  and  John  Nice  Esqr.,  late  Major,  Resigned,  on  Casting  up 
the  Pole  it  appeared  that  Thomas  Dungan  was  Duly  Elected  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel,  and  John  Levering  Esqr.,  was  Duly  Elected  Major 
to  Command  said  Battalion,  and  Henry  Brunner  Esq.,  returned  as 
Captain  of  the  5th  Compy.  and  Mr.  George  Warner  Ensign  of  said 
5th  Company  of  said  Battalion,  in  the  room  of  Peter  Fruey  Esqr., 
Resigned  and  Mr.  Henry  Brunner  late  Ensign  of  said  Company 
Prefer'd. 

WM.  COATS,  Lieutenant  C.  P. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency  The  President  And  the  Supreme  Executive 
Council  of  Common  Wealth  of  Pennsylvania. 


A  State  of  the  Beprawntotioii  in  OongmB  for  the  Month  of  April, 
1788,  PanRiMit4o  the  Aet  of  17th  AogoBt,  1786. 

The  fidlolriBg  Is  a  mmmu^  di  the  monihij  Table  leoeived  from 
the  Seeretuy  of  Conmea  (in  detail)  for  each  State.  The  sttiHi 
ireranpNMotod  aa.feQoffB  Tis  • 

4  States  mreeented  on  7  daji. 

6    «  "  8    «  ' 

6    w  rt  7    « 

Pennejl^*^.  rapreeeated  bv  3  nembera  on  8  dayi^  and  by  1  am 
9  dajs.    Nona  hm  Rhode  bbotd. 


ELECnOK  OF  BtmOBSSBS,  fro.,  FOR  BBADINGy   1788. 

[L.  &]    To  Hia  Bkodlenoy  Benjamin  Franklm,  Eeq.,  Preeidenty  and 
Honoorable  Supreme  Ezeontive  GomKul. 

Whereas  an  Election  held  on  the  first  day  of  May,  A.  Dominl| 
1788,  at  the  Conrt  faonse  in  the  Borouflh  of  Beading,  in  the  Gonnty 
of  Berks,  br  the  Inhabitants  of  the  said  Borough,  the  following  per- 
sons wero  JDnly  elected,  Yizt : 

Namber  of 
Totes  each* 
Burgeses. — James  May,     .  18 

PbterNagel,  .14 

Ase't  BQrge8e8.-^ohn  Beitmeycr,      ...  81 

Jacob  Kraal,       ....  81 

Kraft  Thener,  «  81       . 

Ghrist'n  Merckel,         ...  81 

Clk.— CoUinson  Bead,  81 

High  Constable. — John  Fesig,  .18 

I,  John  Fesig,  the  proceeding  High  Oonstoble,  Do  Hereby  Cer- 
tify that  the  above  is  a  True  Betnm  of  the  persons  elected  for  tho 
Different  Officei  as  aboye  specifyed.  Witness  my  hand  and  seal 
tho  2nd  Day  of  May,  A.  Domini^  1778. 

JOHN  FESIG. 

Late  Gonsteble.* 

*  SeeCcL  JBsc,  Y^  XY.,  p.  4fiS.  . 
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y.  P.  MUHLVNBBttG  TO  C.  J.  MoKSAK.— POWDIE 

Magazinb,  1788. 

In  Connoil, 

Philadelphia,  Hay  2iid|  178& 

Sir, 

Captain  Stiles,  Commissary  of  Military  Storei,  and  keeper  of  Am 
Magazine,  reports  to  Council  that  so  large  a  quantity  of  powder  baa 
been  imported  this  Spring;  that  both  the  Magazine  and  Onard 
House  are  full,  and  that  he  has  been  compelled  to  store  the  remain- 
der in  a  wooden  building,  and  that  more  powder  ia  BtiU  expected. 
Council  apprehend  the  safety  of  the  City  may  be  endangered  if  pre- 
cautions are  not  taken  to  secure  the  powder  as  well  as  circumstances 
will  admit,  and  as  no  provision  is  made  by  Law  to  direct  Council 
on  this  occasion,  they  request  your  advice,  (together  with  the  advice 
of  such  of  the  Judges  as  may  be  in  town,)  in  what  manner  and  by 
what  means  the  threatened  danger  may  be  best  averted. 
I  am  Sir,  with  great  respect, 

Your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

P.  MUHLENBERG.* 
Direetedf 

Honble.  Thomas  McKean^  Esquire^  Chief  Justice  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 


Thomas  Craiq  to  Prbs.  Franklin,  1788.— John  Brown. 

Norriton  Fiarm^  5th  May,  1788. 

Sir, 

By  a  resolve  of  your  Honorable  Board,  and  a  Letter  from  the 
Sheriff  of  Montgomery  County,  it  appears  that  I  am  charged  with 
opposing  the  ezecution  of  a  criminal  hj  the  name  of  John  Brown,f 
on  Saturday,  the  12th  of  April  last  I  cannot  find  words  to  express 
my  astonishment  of  the  representation  of  the  business;  nor  did  £ 
think  it  possible  that  the  sheriff  could  ever  have  attempted  to  state 
it  as  he  has,  or  that  he  could  ever  wish  to  hear  more  of  hia  oondoct 
in  that  afiair.  And  permit  me  to  assure  your  Excellency  and  the 
Honorable  Council  that  my  feelings  on  this  occasion  oannot  be  de- 
scribed, and  I  do  most  solemnly  declare  upon  Honor,  that  I  never 
had  the  most  distant  idea  of  any  thing  of  the  kind,  nor  can  I  think 
that  there  is  any  member  of  your  Honourable  Body  with  whom  I 

*  See  Col  Rec,  Vol.  XV.,  pp.  447, 452,  and  opinion,  Archives,  p.  283. 
/  See  pages,  2G4,  209. 


BUMnwriiKA  AneapnB'^mm        fix 

hare  Ae  ixmoin  of  n  MminAttiMe^  (IM  efBt  gftfe  Citdlt  lo  jk' 
(hn  H  he  pdiribio  Ihtt »  Mts  wbo  4im  mvad  Ton  hSUihtfaUj  ham 
the  OTimeiiceiiiwil  of  the  late  Mr  to  the  end  of  it^  in  offder.toi 
ealibRaii  Ae  prewnl  Oovernment— e  mM  thai  his  gene  forth  oil 
ere^  oeeenoB  to  Mippott  tiie  LewBof  lue  G(Auitr7)-^I  eey  een  it  bo 
pooriUe  to  mppeee  mm  eepeble  of  Booh  an  aetf  Lot  me  omoiv 
jour  fisodknqr  it  wee  not  m  eaae;  and  let  me  hope  your  Hoiio»^ 
able  Bodk  wHl  jjardon  me  In  saying  that  there  is  Bearooly  one  woid 
of  tmth  n  whathe  ealle  a  stoto  of  fkoti;  and  I  flatter  mjteU  the 
Oertifiaatoii  which  I  forward  with  this^  together  with  mj  own  ttatn* 
ment  of  the  matter,  will  place  my  ehamotor  in  a  diflbrent  point  di 
Kght  ftem  that  which  the  Sheriff  wishes  to  pkee  me  in.  And  par* 
mlt  me  to  add  that  I  IM  great  pain  in  being  hronght  fttimr^ 
before  yonr  Heneimble  Body  in  a  dispato  with  a  man  that  thi 
reeords  on  yonr  files  oontoin  ehaiwes  againaty  and  eharms  that  a  josy. 
of  twelre  respeetable  eharaeten  deeided  npon-r^faich  deoisioii  ban 
branded  him  tHtii  eteiy  mark  of  kifkmy.^ 

I  have  Ae  Honor  to  be  with  every  aeotiment 
Of  esteem  and  respect  Your  Excellency's 
Most  obedt.  and  m^Dst  Hble.  servant^ 

THOS.  GBAIO. 

Dirtded,  .  V 

To  His  BxebOeney  Etojsmin  Franklin,  Bsquir^  Preddont  of  tho 
Honorable  the  Supreme  J^tecatire  Gonnml  of  the  Slato  of  Pennsyl* 
rania. 


STAnMBHT  OW  Yfu.  MOOBB    SMITH.— JOHN  BrOWH,  1788« 

On  Thursday  preceding  the  Saturday  appointed  for  the  Ezecntion 
of  John  Brown,*  I  retnmed  to  my  home  atNorriatown  from  Phila- 
delphia. I  was  informed  thai  the  Sheriff  had  fix'd  on  Aii^  Street 
as  the  place  of  Execution ;  Eveiy  person  with  whom  I  had  any 
Conversation  on  the  subject,  seemed  dissatisfied  at  the  Conduct  of 
the  SheaSl  His  Deputy  had  been  sent  up  to  the  Thnpi  where  the 
Sheriff  lives,  with  some  message  on  the  suljeot.  In  tbe  afternoon 
the  Deputy  retnmed — He  said  he  had  delivered  a  message  to  the' 
SlMrill^  to  the  following  purpose,  **  That  the  streets  of  the  town 
ought  not  to  be  made  the  place  of  a  capital  Ezecutioni  &  that  the 
Trustees  of  the  University  had  engssed,  at  the  time  the  town^wss 
laid  out,  to  grsnt  Lots  for  sny  pnoUc  purpose  when  called  upon, 
and  that  there  was'full  time  enough  for  the  Sheriff  to  apply/'    Tbe 
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Sheriff  returned  for  answer  ^^  that  he  would  be  down  at  Nonistown 
early  the  next  mominff/'    About  noon  the  next  day  he  oaUed  at 
my  offioe,  I  told  him  of  two  plaoes,  one  at  the  End  of  the  £urm|  up 
the  Sweed  ford  road,  at  the  point  of  a  peice  of  Wood  land,  whioh 
would  be  remote  from  the  town ;  the  other  at  the  point  of  Land  at 
the  mouth  of  Stoney  Creek — and  if  he  would  fix  upon  either  of 
them,  I  was  certain  no  objection  would  be  made.    I  went  up  with 
the  Sheriff  to  look  at  the  first  place ;    On  our  return  we  met  Jon* 
JKoberts  &  Jno.  Pugh ;  Mr.  Roberts  went  down  with  me  to  Col. 
Craig's  to  dine.    Col.  Craig  desired  Mr.  Roberts  to  inform  the 
Sheriff  <<  that  he  could  eive  no  consent  to  erecting  a  Galbwa  on  the 
Farm,  but  that  he  would  make  no  Objection  or  Opposition,  to  say 
part  which  might  be  fixed  upon  at  a  sufficient  distance  from  (he 
Town.''     After  Dinner  I  went  with  Mr.  Roberts  in  search  of  the 
Sheriff,  and  the  above  Information  was  given  to  him.    It  was  agreed 
then  to  walk  to  the  point  of  Stoney  Creek  to  view  the  spot.    As  we 
came  down  as  far  as  Col.  Craig's  door,  the  Sheriff  went  up  to  meak 
to  Col.  Craig — Col.  Crai^  desired  him  to  begone,  as  he  chose  to  have 
no  Conversation  with  him ;  On  the  Sheriff  asking  his  reason,  he 
receved  for  answer  "that  he  was  an  impertinent  Scoundrell"— 
which  was  the  only  harsh  term  he  used.     The  Sheriff  went  away  to 
the  Tavern.     I  had  no  further  Conversation  on  the  subject  at  that 
time — but  concluded  he  would  have  the   Gallows  erected  at  the 
mouth  of  Stoney  Creek.     The  next  morning  the  Oallows  was  dia- 
covered  at  the  ride  of  the  principal  Street  of  the  town,  between  the 
Court  house  &  Ooal,  in  the  full  view  of  most  of  the  houses  ereoted 
in  the  town.    Col.  Craig  went  up  and  cut  it  down.    As  soon  aa  ha 
came  back,  he  requested  mo  to  find  the  Sheriff  and  inform  him  that 
he  might  have  his  Gallows  taken  to  any  part  of  the  farm,  and  no 
opposition  sbould  be  made,  but  that  he  was  not  to  Insult  the  Inhabi- 
tants by  erecting  it  at  their  Doors.     I  found  that  the  Sheriff  and  his 
Deputy  had  set  off  on  horseback  to  the  City.     I  ordered  mj  horao 
and  instantly  followed,  and  overtook  them  about  three  miles  firom 
Norristown.     I  desired  the  Sheriff  would  come  back,  that  he  should 
have  every  assistance,  that  the  frame  of  his  Gallows  was  removed  to 
an  unexceptionable  spot^  and  could  soon  bo  put  up.     He  refused  to 
come  back — ^I  then  requested  he  would  send  back  his  Deputy,  who 
might  direct  the  Overseer  of  the  Convicts  to  put  up  the  frame  on 
the  spot  to  which  it  was  removed — for  tho  Sheriff,  I  understood,  had 
left  Orders  that  no  person  under  his  Directions  should  lend  the 
least  assistance    He  would  not  suffer  his  Deputy  to  go  back.     I  ob- 
served to  him  that  he  was  nmking  bad  worse,  and  would  certainly 
ruin  himself,  for  if  his  conduct  was  improper  &  insulting  to  the  In* 
habitants  of  Norristown,  he  would  acquire  many  Enemies  &  veiy 
little  Credit— but  if,  on  the  other  hand,  he  had  a  right  to  erect  the 
Gallows  at  whatever  Door  he  pleased,  a  Sheriff  with  the  Power  of 
tho  County  at  his  Command,  could  never  justifiy  the  neglect  of  his 
^ofjr,  bocauae  opposed  by  au  Indi^^dnaL    Aftei  some  time  he  pro 


nmnuTjuixA  iscniinBvinB        tn 


tto  jetan  fall  a  short timt^  as  Im  wishsdipsisttlsoiae  i 
I  aissrti  Tmmnk,  when  he  woald  not  stay  kog:-*-!  than  ftirti'd 
i*  <fc  gol  to  Natrislosni  beftnro  nine  e'oloek.— One  of  Ae  wadE^^ 
MB  an  the  tern  had  taken  a  pair  of  hanesft  taaM»ved  thafrsne  of 
ba-galliws  into  the  npper  part  of  a  larga.fieU.aia  Disline6  finw Aa 
Wn — and  an  express  was  sent  to  Steer's  to  inform  the  Bheiiff  of 
'hat  wsaidane  .'He  at'  length  retnmed  Jkaierj^  thinj^was  prspaied 
ithhi  the  tiase  liinited  In  the  first  warrant  &  the  onminal  aeUudlj 
laeiited  before  two  o'clook. 

The  above  is  a  fiuthfiil  state  of  the  Gironmstanoes  &  fi^ts  within 
ij  knowledge. 

.  wiLvooKs  miasm 

Nofiistown^  Maj  6th,  1788. 


imsnoJOK  n  Jonathah  BoBiBRTS^-sToBir  BBxmVy  1T88. 

Tdo  eertify  that  on  the  llth  of  April,  I  was  at  Norristown  the  day 
sAfe  the  Bzeeotion  of  a  certain  Brown,*^  a  ^minal  nnderaen- 
laee  of  Death  where  I  met  with  Francis  Kwrae,  High  fiheriff  of 
[ontgomery  Gonnty,  he  infonaed  me  that  be  some  iJ^y  before  in 
nnpany  with  other  gentlemen  fixed  the.  spot  for  Execution  in  Air^ 
trae^  imd  qidered  the  goaler  to  Erect  the  gallows  there  that  Col. 
^nSig  had  forbiden  the  Erection,  it  was  then  proposed  by  John  Pogh, 
i  mesenoe  of  the  Sheriff,  that  he  and  I  would  wut  upon  Che  OoL, 
MTBiideaTOur  to  Kcotify  any  mistake  between  them  to  which  the 
heriff  fuUy  assented  to,  &  said  he  was  sorry  that  any  misunder- 
anding  or  uneasiness  should  have  hapned  between  him  and  the 
cL  or  other  inbabitant|»  on  the  ooj^asion,  Vy^  &  I.  aoeordingly 
idled  upon  the  Col.  and  Informed  him  of  onr  Bnsriness^  he  tddus 
» was  true  he  had  forbid  the  Erection  of  the  Gallows  m  the  pra- 
Qied  place,  that  he  thought  it  as  Great  an  insult  as  could  be  offered 
>  the  feelings  of  any  people  if  Done  in  the  place  proposed ;  I  then 
dbsd  the  Col.  where  would  be  a  proper  place,  he  said  he  had  no 
b^Mlioa  to  any  spot,  provided  it  was  ont  of  the  sight  of  the  inhabit 
lats  oif  the  town  and  with  the  consent  of  the  trustees  of  the  nniver- 
if  f  I  told  die  Ool.  I  doubted  the  time  bang  too  short  for  sndh  atf 
.pplioation,  he  insisted  upon  its  being  done,  and  pledged  himself 
lal  anch  oonsent  might  be  obtained  at  least  from  those  ttasteoa  who 
iditlia  nmnagemant  of  the  fiuri%  and  that  th^  shstiff  had  tiaiely 
sMas  ibr  malong  such  application ;  I  then  Retomed  to  the  Sbetil^' 
id  bfonlMd  him  how  matters  stood  and  gave.it  as  my  opinioa  that 
r«Bght  tomake  applioation  to  the  imsteesy  but  he  Shewed  nd  dia*> 

'"    i  isff  ixMipljring,  I  then  proposed  to  the  Sheriff  a  atrip  oC  land 
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over  Stoney  Creek,  adjoming  Sohuylkill  which  he  seemed  eatiafied 
with,  and  wai  in  company  of  8.  Baird  &  W.  M.  Smith,  going  to 
▼iew  it  when  I  left  Narriatown,  folly  satisfied  the  afores'd  place  woald 
he  the  place  of  Exeontion ;  this  heins  the  substance  of  what  passed 
between  the  Sheriff  &  GoL  &  my  self,  as  far  as  my  memory  aerree 
me  at  this  time. 
In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  Subscribed  my  Name. 

JONATHAN  ROBERTS 


Hon.  Jambs  R.  Rbid  to  Y.  P.  Muhlenberg,  1788. 

Philadelphia,  5th  May,  1788. 
Sir, 

I  am  under  the  necessity  of  applying  for  a  draught  on  your 
treasury,  there  is  a  considerable  sum  due  me,  and  as  it  is  a  custom 
with  other  States  to  be  three  months  in  advance  with  their  Delegates, 
I  presume  Pennsylvania  are  not  less  disposed  to  accommodate  their 
delegates  than  any  State  in  the  Union,  and  therefore  beg  leave  to 
ask  for  five  months  pay  or  £350  on  account. 
I  am  very  respectfully, 
your  obedient  Servant, 

JAMES  R.  RBID.* 

I  need  not  mention  the  State  of  the  paper  money,  nor  do  I  expect 
to  draw  the  money  bad  as  it  is  but  can  make  such  use  of  the  order 
as  will  answer  present  purposes. 

N.  B.  Mr.  Nicholson  is  going  abroad. 
Directed^ 

The  Honble.  Peter  Muhlenberg,  Esqr.,  Vice  President  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 


Lieut.  Jeremiah  Talbbot  to  Y.  P.  Muhlenberg,  .  1788. 

To  the  Honorable  Peter  Muhlenburg,  Vice  President,  and  the 

Honorable  the  Supreme  Executive  Council. 
Gentlemen, 

I  herewith  transmit  you  a  return  of  an  Election  for  a  troop  of 
Ught  horse  for  Franklin  County  which  I  wish  to  Commission  ;  the 
reason  I  wish  to  offar  Council  for  the  number  being  only  twenty 
one,  is  owing  to  a  Doubt  in  myself  Respecting  the  Law  ;  agrea- 
ble  to  that,  six  men  are  to  be  chosen  from  Each  Battallion  to  form 

♦  Sec  Col.  Beo.,  Vol.  XV., -p.  449. 


I  '  alien  being  bat  three  BftttelKons  ia  «Us  Oeiiiilj<;  I 
reMbv-iioiie  tbea  ihst  namber^to ^rote.-  I'wiik ifeopiBieii 
.in  This  matter.  '  r 

I  am  G^ntlemeni  /'      .    '        '   '^ 

with  Eveiy  mark  of  EsteTOi  ''  ^'   " 
joar  moet  obedt.  Humble  serrt. 

JEREMIAH  TALBBOT.  ' 
LUnk  F.  Ooutj; 

Honorable  Peter  Molenberg  Esqnire,  Yioe  President  of 

ne  Executive  Council  Philadelphia. 

I »j  Wm.  Ridick.  ,,  ;; 


.  MUHLENBBRa  TO   TiMOTHY  PlCKERINQ,   1788, 

In  Council,  Philada.  Hay  6tb,  1788. 

km  has  been  presented  to  Council  by  one  George  Smitbor 
I  County  complaining  of  James  Nesbitt  and  Benjamin 
Esq.,  two  of  the  Justices  of  the  County.  From  the 
before  the  Board  it  appears  that  the  magistrates  hare  not 
to  support  them  in  their  proceedings  against  Smither. 
ish  you  to  enquire  particularly  into  this  business  and 
rt  to  them  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  am  Sir  with  much  respect, 
your  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

PETER  MUHLENBERG,  V.  P.* 

»thy  Pickering  Esq.,  Luzerne  County. 


BTART  BiDDLE   TO   SECRETARY  OP  WaR,   1788. 
Secretarys  office,  Philadelphia^  May  7th,  1788. 

ition  of  Council  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  yon  a 
air  proceedings  on  the  18th  of  April  laat*  By  whieh  yea 
ire  that  Lieutenant  Colonel  Josiah  Harmar  and  other 

»  Bee  Col  Bee.,  Vol.  XV.,  p  450.    \  See  Ibid  4^1 . 
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^ffieen  tbereb  Bimed  are  eoatinued  ia  the  Oommmd  of  the  Slale^s 
quota  of  Xroope  to  he  raiaed  for  the  defenoe  of  the  Weaiera  fron* 
tiers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  great  respeot  your  obedient^ 

"and  very  hamUe  Sorranty 

CHARLES  BIDDLE,  Secretary. 
Direchdy 
HoDorable  Major  General  Knox. 


Rbsolution  of  Congress, — Sbttlsmbnt  ov  AccoinrTSy 

1788. 

By  The  United  States  in  Congress  assembled, 

May  8th  1788. 

On  a  report  of  the  Board  of  Treasury  to  whom  was  referred  a 
motion  of  Mr.  Carrington. 

Hesolved,  That  Congress  proceed  to  the  election  of  two  Cqiii* 
misaioners  for  settling  the  accounts  of  the  five  great  Departments  to 
continue  in  office  one  year. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioners  of  accounts  for  the  Quarter 
masters.  Commissary's  Hospital,  marine  and  Cloathing  Departmental 
with  the  approbation  of  the  Board  of  Treasury  commence  suits  in 
behalf  of  the  United  States,  against  all  persons  in  any  of  the  said 
departments  who  stand  chargeable  with  public  monies,  and  whose 
accounts  shall  not  be  lodged  with  the  proper  Commissioners  within 
four  months  computed  from  the  present  date,  and  that  this  order  be 
published  in  the  seyeral  States  for  the  period  above  mentioned. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  commissioners  be  directed  to  continue 
their  unremitted  attention  to  the  final  adjustment  of  all  accounts 
which  have  arisen  in  the  said  departments,  and  to  the  recovery  of 
all  sums  for  which  suits  may  be  commenced,  and  that  at  the  ter- 
mination of  their  commission  they  deposit  with  the  Register  of  the 
Treasury  all  the  Books  &  papers  of  their  respective  offices,  together 
with  a  general  abstract  of  the  sums  due  from  Individuals,  in  order 
that  immediate  measures  may  be  adopted  for  the  recovery  of  the 
same. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election,  and  the  ballots  being  taken, 
Mr.  Jonathan  Burral,  was  elected  a  Commissioner  for  settling  the 
accounts  of  the  Quarter  Master's  &  Commissary's  departments,  and 
Mr.  Benjamin  Walker,  was  elected  Commissioner  for  settling  the 
accounts  of  the  Hospital,  marine  and  Cloathiers  Departments. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Secy.* 
*  Col.  Reo.,Vo\.XV.,i^.  46ft. 


raiOSB  OF  JODGEfi  OF  SUPREMK  CoURT.— PoWDER 

Magazihe,  &c.,  1788, 


{ 


Philadelpliia,  May  8th,  UBS* 

received  the  Act  of  Counei)  of  the  2nd  instantj*  req^iestiog 
rice  on  the  report  of  Captain  Stilca,  Commiseary  of  military 
tod  keeper  of  the  powder  magaainej  rcspeoting  the  large 
^  of  powder  now  id  the  city,  which  eaonot  be  stored  in  the 
be,  ]iy  the  common  Law  every  pnhlicam  nocu  men  turn  or 
ce  ia  indictable,  and  we  conociye,  that  keeping  eo  large  a 
ly  of  powder  in  the  city  aa  may  endanger  the  honses  and  lives 

inhabitants  is  of  that  nature,  but  by  Act  of  Assembly  any 

is  authorized  to  keep  any  quantity  in  htB  bonse  not  exceeding 
pounds  ia  weight.     The  Supreme  Executive  can  take  order  ua 

exeeutton  of  the  lawa,  and  use  their  endeavonra  to  prevent 
iIfucIIod  of  the  eltizensj  and  therefore  aa  the  magazine  will 
liain  all  the  powder  in  the  eitj^  and  there  ia  no  other  place 
sd  by  bw  for  storing  it^  we  are  of  opinion,  that  they  have 
to  direct,  that  the  surplus  powder  may  be  kept  in  some  safe 
,t  a  distance  from  any  dwelling  house^  and  we  apprehend  auch 
B  may  be  moat  convenient  near  the  river  Delaware,  cither 
Kensington  or  below  South wark. 
have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  regard, 

Sir,  Your  ExceUenoy^a  and  the  Oouncil'a  '1 

most  obedient  humble  servant^j 

THO.  McKEAN, 
rf,  GEO.  BBYAN.      ^ 

Exoellenoy  BcDJamin  Franklioj  Esquire^ 


/. 


Ibeinefy 

ftiitenhonse,  Esqairc; 
per  of  PennaylyaDia. 


Philadelphia,  May  8th,  1788.    ' 
Amicable  Aclibn. 

Reference  from  Coiinoil  'M  ft  'dis^ 
stated  for  the  opinion  of  such  of  the 
Judger  of  the  Supreme  Court  as  are 
^  in  town.f 

^[Mftiion  proposed  to  the  Judges  on  tfiecdse  stiliea  Uy^^^^oeid 
Bey  thus  remitted  belong  to  the  Commonwealth  or  to  John 
r.  ^ 

kftve  considered  the  question,  and  are  of  opinion,  That  $bflt 
llMMremiUed  bdonga  to  John  IUieiner.--T4a^JU0h^ 
pau  ooBoorred  in  this  opixuon.  THD^  MoE^AlL  •. 

*  Seepage  278^  anlf  ih. 
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Gapt.  David  ZfliGLBR  to  Pbesidbnt  FftANKLiN.^-1788. 

Sir: 

Abraham  Widdow^  a  eoldier  in  my  Company,  which  was  killed 
last  July  in  the  river  Wabash  by  the  Kikabos  Indians,  left  in  my 
Posseeeion  his  Patent  of  200  acres  in  Westmoreland  Ooanty,  Granted 
him  by  this  state,  for  bis  PkMsed  Services  rendered  iaat  war,  made 
no  Will,  has  also  no  relation  in  this  Country  to  my  knowledgCi 
would  wish  of  your  honorable  Body  to  be  informed  how  to  act, 
with  respect  of  the  Pay  and  Arrears  is,  when  no  will  or  relation  an 
to  bo  found,  all  those  are  gains  to  the  United  States  According  to 
the  rules  of  the  Articals  of  last  war. 

When  I  marched  last  from  the  City,  Col.  Harmar  directed  me  to 
furnish  my  men  with  a  SmalJaoket:  (called  fatigue  Coats)  to  pre- 
serve the  New  Cloathiog.  I  did  so  and  purchased  the  Cloatbing 
and  trimiogs  at  a  groat  price  at  Pittsburgh,  and  as  Casualities  will 
happen  in  a  Company,  meet  with  a  considerable  los,  and  although 
my  food  is  of  a  Little  Weight,  mus  for  the  Ambition  Sez  have  some 
again  made,  if  only  your  honorable  Body  grant  me  the  Allowaoee 
the  Hon' bio  the  House  of  Assembly  voted  to  the  recruiting  Officers, 
(which  was  One  Dollar  ^  men)  and  some  Ezpences  rendering  that 
service  to  enable  me  to  outshin  every  one  on  the  Vestem  station. 

I  have  received  thirty  Dollars  in  gold  from  Mr.  Nicholson  the 
Controller,  and  twice  I  have  Borowed  Money  of  the  same  kind  for  to 
go  on  with  the  Bussiness,  untill  his  return. 

Suffer  mc  to  say  that  I  am  as 

Dutyfull  as  Obedient 

Sir  Your  most  humble  and  most 
Obedient  Servant 

DAVID  ZEIGLER. 

Pbiladelpbia,  May  9th,  1788. 
Directed  y 

To  the  honorable  the  Vice  President  of  the  Commonwealth  o^ 
Pennsylvania. 


V.  P.  MUULBNBBRQ  TO  GoV.  RANDOLPH,  OP  VIRGINIA,  178^' 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia^  May  the  Oth,  1788 
Sir, 

The  Board  of  Property  having  by  their  Memorial  of  the  first  i^' 
stant  informed  The  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  this  State,  th^* 
they  are  in  many  instances  prevented  from  deciding  with  precisic^^ 
(and  agreeably  to  the  Compact.  enl^Tcd  vaX;^  \i^  \iafe  StAtjea  of  Vi  ^' 
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^nia  and  PeniiBjlvania)  on  disputes  subsistiDg  between  persons 
iluming  Ltnds  in  Che  Counties  of  Tou^hionia,  Monongalia  and 
3hio,  owing  to  their  being  unprovided  with  such  of  the  Laws  of 
ITiipnia  as  relate  ta  that  subject — Council  have  therefore  directed 
ne  to  request  your  Excellency  would  be  pleased  to  direct  that  this 
Board  may  by  furnished  with  the  Laws  of  Virginia  respecting  the 
idjnstlDg  the  titles  to  unpatented  Lands  in  the  aforesaid  Counties 
together  with  such  other  Laws  of  the  said  Commonwealth  as  were 
Boaoted  previous  to  the  final  ratification  of  the  Compact  between  the 
Btates  of  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania — likewise  the  Act  of  the  Con- 
vntion  of  1776  in  which  the  Lands  and  Territories  included  within 
the  chartered  Bounds  of  North  Carolina  and  Pennsylvania  were 
ceded  to  the  People  of  the  said  States  respectively. 
I  have  the  honctr  to  be  with  great  respect 

PETER  MUHLENBERG,  V.  P.* 


Sbcy.  of  Congress  to  President  Franklin,    1788. 

Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress, 
May,  12th,  1788. 
Sir, 

Congress  being  anxioas  to  bring  to  a  close  the  public  accounts  as 
&r  as  they  relate  to  the  late  Quarter  Master's,  Commissaries,  Hospi- 
Ul,  Marine  and  cloathing  Departments  have  passed  the  Resolu- 
tions, which  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  here- 
with enclosed.  As  the  order  to  the  Commissioners  to  commence 
suits  may  affect  some  of  the  citizens  of  your  State,  I  have  to  request 
that  your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  cause  it  to  be  published  for 
the  information  of  all  concerned. 
With  great  respect 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 
Your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  and 

most  humble  servant 

CHA.   THOMSON.f 
directed 
His  Excellency,  The  President  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
*  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  461. 
t  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  468. 
Vol.  XL— 13 


S86  PSHNSTLYANIA  ABCHIVBS  1788. 

GbORGB    BbTAN   to    SeCBBIAET  ^BiDBU.— StAII    ISLAXAi 

Philadelphia,  12di  Uay,  1788. 
Sir, 

On  Friday  last  I  went  to  the  Hospitals  at  the  State  Uand  (ae- 
oompanied  by  tho  Hon'ble  Mr.  Baird)  to  view  the  oondition  of  e?eiy 
thinff  there. 

The  Hospitals  require  a  new  eorer  of  shingles.  The  soothernshed 
of  the  roof  is  the  worsti  bat  the  whole  must  loon  be  renewed  in  order 
to  prevent  damage  to  the  Fabrio.  I  would  observe  that  shinglei 
and  workmanship  may  be  had  at  presenty  on  very  moderate  terms. 

The  Wharf y  absolutely  necessary  for  the  landing  of  aiok  pemu 
from  ships,  is  much  damaged  by  Storms  and  the  driving  loe  during 
the  winter  season.  Should  the  repair  of  it  be  deferred,  the  mischief 
will  probably  be  greatly  heightened.  As  the  Wharf  is  chiefly  of 
Stone,  there  will  be  need  of  100  to  150  perches  of  heavy  picked 
Stone  from  one  of  the  Quarries  near  Chester  to  raise  it  high  enongh 
to  withstand  the  rough  water ;  this  I  am  told  may  cost  with  flat  hire 
8  or  10  s.  ^  Perch.  Filling  may  be  gotten  out  of  the  adjoining 
Cripple  ground,  as  blue  mud  will  be  the  best. 

M&.  Jones,  the  steward  represents  that  the  pump  is  nearly  rotted, 
and  that  it  must  soon  be  useless.  A  pump  is  indispensible,  bat  I 
apprehend  as  the  well  is  shallow  a  short  Tree  will  suffice. 

Of  tho  Funds  of  the  Hospital  arising  from  a  poll  Tax  of  Eighteen 
pence  per  head  on  all  passengers  arriving  in  the  Port,  are  not  pro- 
ductive at  present,  the  Trustees  must  refer  the  above  mentioned 
particulars  to  the  honourable  board,  to  whom  I  beg  you  will  com- 
municate them.  Mr.  Bayard,  the  other  Trustee,  is  gone  to  Neir- 
Brunswick. 

1  am.  Sir, 

Your  most  obed't  servant, 

GEO.  BRYAN. 
Directed 

To  Charles  Biddle,  Esq.,  Secretary  &c. 


< 


Secretary  Biddle  to  Justices  of  Berks  County,  1788. 

Secretary's  Office, 

Philadelphia,  May  13th,  1788. 
Gentlemen, 

By  direction  of  Council  I  send  you  inclosed  a  list  of  Witneses* 
to  be  examined  open  oath  before  you,  touching  the  irregularities 

♦  See  Col.  Hec.,  \o\.  "XN .,  ^.  ^^. 


fl  of  tt  in  Bleotion  of  Justices  of  the  peaoe  bdd  on  tlie 
loT  b»t  Month  in  and  fbrtbedlBtariot  oomposed  of  the  iofm* 
oMbrookdtley  Earl  and  Oley  in  the  County  of  Bcnfa. 
I  am;  Oentlemen 

Tour  obedient  and  very  humUe  Semnt 
JAMBS  TRIMBLE, 
for  GHAKLBS  BIDDLE,  Seo^j. 

Hi  Jacob  Weaver  and  Paul  Groskup,  Bsq^rs-i  Justices  of 
in  and  for  the  County  of  Berks,  or  one  of  theuL 


Muhlenberg  to  Col.  Jobiah  Habmab,  1788. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  May  16th,  1788. 
lining  the  Records  of  Council  we  find  that  Thro'  inadver* 
tmmission  issued  to  Mr.  Spear  for  a  Lieutenancy  notwith- 
ionneH  had  determined,  That  the  Officers  belonging  to  the 
this  State,  should  rank  agreeably  to  Seniority  since  they 
lisson'd  in  Your  Reg't.  Council  have  therefore  directed 
you  this  informatioD,  and  to  express  Their  desire  That 
(lermination  on  the  rank  of  Messrs.  Denny  and  Spear  may 
ponded  untill  You  have  an  opportunity  to  lay  their  several 
I  before  the  Board,  That  if  it  should  appear  Mr.  Denny  is 
Officer  in  Your  Reg't,  he  may  be  Commissioned  accord- 

P.  M.,  V.  P. 

•To  Lieutenant  Colonel  Commandant  Josiah  Harmar. 


)  Secretary  op  FoREiaN  Affairs,  1788. 

(Circular) 
Office  for  Foreign  Afiairs,  17th  May,  1788.   • 

the  Honor  of  transmitting  to  your  Bseellency  herewith 
t  Gopj  of  an  act  of  his  most  christian  Majesty's  Council  of 
'  the  Encouragment  of  the  Commerce  of  France  with  tha 
Ilea  of  America"  passed  the  29th  December  1787,"*"  Uh 
I  a  Copy  of  a  Letter  on  the  subject  of  it  from  his  Majesty's 
V  General  of  Finaoce  to  the  Honorable  Mr.  JeffiMSon, 
le^nme  Day. — 

^Se0  page  li20.    AImo,  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  4fiil 
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Although  these  Papers  have  already  appeared  in  ihe  Gmiettai|  jet 
pot  having  been  until  lately  oommunioated  offioiallj  to  CongiiiSi  they 
could  not  sooner  be  pabliwed  by  their  Authority. — 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with 

great  Consideration  and  Keq^ect 
Your  Exoellenoy's 

Most  ob't  and  very  h^ble  Sorvtt. 
Directed  JOHN  JAY. 

To  His  Excellency  Dr.  Benjamin   Franklin^  President  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 


John  Hasse  to  Hon.  Robert  Traill — John  Junqmav, 

1788. 

Bethlehem^  May  19th^  1788. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  take  the  Liberty  to  enclose  a  PeUtion  to  Council  of  John  Jong- 
man,*  of  whom  a  Sum  of  Money  for  Arrearagesof  Substitute  Monej 
during  the  War,  is  now  demanded  by  Col.  Craig,  by  order  of  the 
Comptroller  General. 

The  Tenor  of  the  Petition  will  inform  you  of  the  CiroumstaDoes, 
according  to  Truth,  and  I  only  beg  leave  to  add,  that  John  Jong- 
man,  after  having  been  actually  employed  as  an  Assistant  MisaoD- 
ary  among  the  Indians  ^chiefly  the  Mahikans)  for  several  years,  not 
as  an  Assistant  in  procuring  the  Living  of  the  other  Missionaries  onlyi 
but  to  learn  their  languages  and  to  teach  them  the  Dootriaee  of 
Christianity  which  he  has  done  faithfully  as  long  as  he  was  able  and 
'till  a  very  severe  hypochrondiac  disorder  obliged  him  to  return  to 
Bethlehem.  If  it  should  be  necessary  that  his  Siokness  should 
be  certified,  Dr.  Horsfield,  whose  Integrity  you  are  not  unac' 
quainted  with,  will  at  any  time  be  willing  to  certify  the  same,  ao^ 
that  it  will  appear  that  he  was  absolutely  unfit  for  military  duty. 

It  is  quite  unnecessary  for  me  to  aquaint  you  that  it  is  a  BOI0 
among  the  Brethren,  that  even  their  Missionaries  when  they  retorn^ 
tho'  it  be  only  for  a  time,  will,  when  not  disabled  by  Sickness,  do 
borne  Work  in  order  to  earn  their  Living.  This  was  the  Case  with 
JuDgman,  and  for  that  reason  and  by  the  advice  of  hia  PhysifnanSy 
who  thought  bodily  Exercise  very  beneficial  to  him,  he  worked  the 
Ferry  for  three  years  and  during  the  Time  when  the  Hospitals  and 
other  Parts  of  the  army  were  continually  passing  and  repatsinff  tbai 
Ferry  over  the  Lehigh. — If  a  Certificate  for  that  Purpoee  ahoud  be 
necessary,  I  am  in  hopes  my  Testimony,  who,  You  know,  great  Pirt 
of  the  Time  was  employed  by  the  DircctorE  of  the  Hospitu  as  Gofli- 
miasary,  would  be  accepted. 
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Ftonii  ne,  Sir,  to  add,  tbat  I  am  aeiirible  that  any  otW  Sodety 
vho  used  such  BodeaToura  in  GivilisiDg  the  Indians  by  instraotbg 
thcon  in  the  Dootrinee  of  Chriatianityy  and  by  this  became  so  benefr 
sill  to  ibdr  Comtry  in  Oeneral,  would  expect  it  in  Equity  of  Govctni- 
numty  that  their  Miedonariesi  tho'  not  ordained  Ministers,  when  Ibey 
ira  disabled  by  Sickness  to  continne  therOi  should  be  free  from 
UilitBry  Duty  afterwards,  and  it  is  my  private  Widb,  that  the  Honor- 
ible  the  Council  may  exempt  poor  Jungman  from  Military  Service 
br  the  time  to  come,  tho'  he  is  too  modest  to  petition  for  the  same. 
I  am  aware  of  the  Objections  agunst  it^  via.  that  if  it  was  granted, 
die  Brethren  mieht  send  all  Uieir  young  People  there  upon  an 
Smnd  and  thereby  make  them  become  Asnstants  wd  so  avoid  bear- 
ing  their  Shares  of  the  burthen  of  the  Country,  But  if  suph  objeotors 
wmiU  only  be  pleased  to  conrider  the  Expenoee  of  the  Journey  of 
one  single  Person  to  those  Parts,  they  would  find  the  Objeotion 
fidvolous. 

I  wdl  not  lengthen  this  Letter  witb  begging  Ptodon  for  the  Trouble 
I  pve  you,  but  only  assure  You  that  I  am  sincerely  with  true  Regard 
Dear  Sir 

Your  most  obedient  h'ble  Serv't 
Krected,  JOHN  BASSE. 

Robert  Traill,  Esq's, 
&voured  by  Cha's.  Mixsell. 


/ 


BoBEBT  Tbaill  TO  Pbbs.  Fbanelin— Dbath  op 
R.  Lbvbbs,  1788. 

Easton,  May  21st,  1788. 
Sr, 

I  have  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  yesterday  evening  Mr. 
Urers,*  the  Prothonotary  of  this  County  departed  this  life  leaving 
t  distressed  family. 

I  have  listened  up  the  Office  for  the  safety  of  the  public  Records 
ie.,  as  I  have  had  the  care  of  the  same  during  his  late  Illness — 
imld  any  thing  be  wanting,  shall  officiate  'tUl  Council  shall  be 
phtted  to  appoint  another  person. 

With  this  you'l  receive  my  Resignation*  to  my  Seat  in  Council 
>ii  my  Apptication  for  the  above  Office,  which  seems  rather  not  so 
liner  to  oomo  together,  but  hope  I  shall  be  excused — shtU  be  under 
put  Obligations  to  your  Exoelleney  (should  you  think  me  worthy) 
^  promote  the  same. — I  remain  with  respect 

Your  BxceUenc/s  most  obed't  h'ble  Serv't 

ROB.  TRAILL. 

His  Kxcellency  Benjamin  EtanUiO;  Esq. 

*8eeM.  Bee.,  Vol  XT.,  pp.  4A0.  4Al 
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Sbcbbtart  of  War  to  Gapt.  Zsiolbb,  1788. 

War  office^  May  20th,  1788. 
Sir, 

^   Tour  iavors  of  the  26th  and  28th  ultimo,  9th  &16th  loBtani  with 
your  accounts  and  weekly  i^etum  enclosed  have  been  duly  received. 

I  have  received  officially  the  app<untment  of  the  PennsylvaDia 
officers,  and  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  nnd  that  the  old  ones  are  con- 
tinued. 

With  respect  to  the  clothing  you  request  for  a  oadet|  yon  will 
appropriate  one  of  the  suits  that  are  to  be  sent  on  to  complete  your 
company's  clothing  to  this  purpose. 

All  the  Soldiers  whose  times  of  service  have  expired  and  who 
shall  not  re-enlist,  will  receive  the  amount  of  the  dothing  due  ihm 
at  the  same  time  that  they  receive  their  pay. 

I  hope  you  will  be  able  to  receive  soon  the  monies  necessary  for 
continuing  the  recruiting  service  in  solid  coin,  as  the  depreciAted 
paper  will  by  no  means  answer  your  purpose. 

I  am  satisfied  with  your  application  to  Doctor  Glentworth  for  his 
attention  to  your  men  when  sick,  but  in  this  business  it  is  necesstfy 
that  you  stipulate  with  him  the  terms  on  which  his  visita  are  to  be 
made  and  inform  me  thereof. 

I  desire  to  be  informed  how  long  it  will  be  according  to  yoor 
present  prospects  before  you  will  have  enlisted  the  number  of  men 
directed  in  your  instructions,  and  what  time  you  think  you  shall  be 
ready  to  march. 

I  am.  Sir, 

your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  KNOX. 

Capt.  Zeigler. 


Gov.  Randolph  to  Pbb8.  Franklin,  1788, 

Biohmond,  May22,1788. 
Sir, 

The  inolo9ed  act  of  the  executive  will  show  your  ezoelleney,  ^ 
we  have  put  the  preparation  of  the  laws,  requested  in  a  letter  fi^ 
the  vice  president,  in  a  hit  train.  I  hope  to  be  soon  aUe  to  fo^ 
ward  th&m  to  the  supreme  executive  oouneil. 

Last  night  I  received  your  favor  oonoeming  Joseph  Elam.    The 

testimony  against  him  is  so  well  authenticated,  that  not  knowioS 

how  to  question  its  truth, — I  cannot  account  for  his  prudence  ^ 

conduct  and  discourse,  as  lar  as  I  have  witnessed  them.  It  is  o^^ 

nijr  wiab  to  uphold  any  violaUona  o£  VVie  ^^i^iS^  m  ^uatenance  aoy 


jHBDnin7.*iiu  AooaawMm.       m 

feMlioiMicfvaligMXtt  order  and  dMoram.  I  jball  tfietefiMitete 
« jMftttr  *Q  IttMf  wlmi  he  HUvnm,  aocmding  Id  my  Feml  liev 
'  it,  and  doubt  not,  that  I  shall  pneveiit  aiepetitionQflua  improper 
thaTioar. 

I  have  the  honor  air, 
to  he  with  great  respeeti 

joar  most  obed.  serrt 

EDM.  BANDOLPH.* 


PBOOBimirGS  OF  CouiroiL  of  YnwiviA,  1788. 

In  Coondl,  Hv  21j  1788. 

She  Ooirenior  lud  before  the  board  a  letierf  from  the  Yioe  Preai- 
m%  of  the  Sapremo  Executive  (Toanoil  of  the  State  of  Penna^Ivaiiia 
faeatiDg  the  laws  of  VirgiDia,  <'  remotiiig  adtjnstiiig  of  titles  to 
oa^ateoted  land  in  the  counties  of  Xohopnia,  Uono^gslia  and 
Obo^  together  with  such  other  laws  of  Virginia  as  were  enacted 
piB?ioas  to  the  final  ratification  of  the  oompaet  between  the  States 
of  Virginia  and  Pennsvlvania,  and  the  act  of  the  conventien  of 
1776,  m  whieh  the  lands  and  territories,  included  within  the  char- 
tsrsd  bounds  of  North  Carolina  and  Pennsylvania,  were  oeded  to 
Ifas  people  of  the  said  states,  respectivoly/' 
Whereupon  it  is  advised,  that  the  Attorney  General  he  requested 
finish  the  board  with  a  list  of  the  acts  described  as  aforesaid. 
That  the  Clerk  of  tho  house  of  delegates  cause  copies  of  the  said 
Is  to  be  taken  and  transmitted  to  the  board  duly  authenticated : 
Zhat  as  soon  as  the  said  acts  shall  be  received,  thev  be  forwarded 
the  supreme  exeeutive  council  of  Pennsylvania  in  rail  form : 
Ihat  the  said  supreme  executive  coundl  be  in  the  mean  time 
lormed,  that  the  instmctions  aforesaid  have  beea  given,  that  it  is 
Mmthstanding  probable,  that  questions  may  arise,  connected  with 
w%  which  do  not  seem  at  present  to  be  comprehended  in  their  re- 
mk,  and  which  cannot  be  pointed  out  by  the  officers  of  this  state, 
itbont  ff>me  knowledge  of  the  litigated  eases  ;  that  it  is  therefore 
oped  in  behalf  of  those  who  claim  under  Yir^ia,  that  as  the  Ex- 
mttve  thereof  will  be  always  ready  to  supply  any  copies  of  imblio 
il^  which  the  supreme  executive  council  may  desire,  ihey  will  be 
llUad  from  time  to  time,  (if  no  rule  of  proeeediog  be  thereby 
Witid)  of  the  necessity  of  such  acts  being  product  before  the 
epnl  w  property :  and, 

Xbst  no  such  county  as  the  county  of  Yohogania  now  exists }  ihat 
Vrt  of  it,  which  was  left  within  the  limits  cl  this  Commonwealth 

*  See  Col.  Ree.,  Vol.  XY.,  p.  465.        See  page  9S4, 
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after  tbe  extension  of  the  western  boundary  between  Pennsjlfaiua 
and  Virginia,  haying  been  by  law  added  to  the  Coanty  of  Ohio. 
All  whioh  the  Oovemor  orders  accordinglyi 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

SAM.  COLEMAN,  A.  C.  C  * 


Report  to,  and  Resolution  of,  Congress,  1788. 

United  States  in  Congress  assembled. 

May  22  1788. 

The  committee  consisting  of  Mr.  Dane,  Mr.  Williamson,  Mr- 
Irvine,  Mr.  Hamilton  and  Mr.  Brown,  to  whom  was  referred  a 
Motion  of  Mr.  Dane,  relative  to  public  and  unsettled  Acoonntfl^ 
having  reported. 

That,  on  carefully  examining  the  subject  referred  to  them,  tbej 
find  that  during  the  late  war,  and  especially  in  the  early  periods  of 
it,  many  millions  of  dollars  were  advanced  by  the  United  States  to 
sundry  persons,  of  the  expenditures  whereof  proper  accounts  bre 
not  been  rendered  :  and  though  the  persons  who  have  been  entro^ 
ted  with  public  monies  have  been  fx^|uently  called  upon  to  settle 
their  accounts  by  the  acts  and  officers  of  Congress,  yet  in  many  eises 
they  have  not  produced  or  exhibited  to  the  proper  officers  any  doea- 
ments  or  voucners  on  which  regular  settlements  can  be  made.-- 
That  several  accounts  of  very  considerable  extent  have  been  takes 
up,  and  80  far  passed  on,  that  balances  appear  to  be  stated  genwdlji 
and  in  some  cases  payment  made,  though  it  does  not  appear  that  the 
proper  statements  were  made  of  the  articles  which  composed  thoee 
accounts,  or  that  the  regular  vouchers  were  produced  to  support  the 
charges  in  them.  Accounts  thus  imperfectly  stated  and  unsuppor- 
ted, the  Committee  conceive  are  justly  liable  to  revision;  vA 
particularly  so,  as  it  does  not  appear  that  the  parties  have  at  asj 
time  considered  them  as  being  finally  settled. — That  from  a  genenl 
view  of  this  subject,  the  Committee  are  induced  to  think  and  beUere) 
that  the  United  States  have  already  suffered  very  great  inconveni- 
encies  by  inexcusable  negligence  and  unauthorised  delays,  in  persoee 
entrusted  with  public  monies,  in  not  rendering  and  settling  their  so- 
counts ;  and  that  it  is  become  highly  expedient  that  decisive  measnr^ 
be  speedily  adopted  for  closing  all  the  unsettled  accounts  of  the  U^ 
war — and  therefore  the  Committee  are  of  opinion.  That  the  Board  ot 
Treasury  be  directed,  to  cause  suits  to  be  commenced,  in  behalf  ^ 
the  United  States,  against  all  persons  who  stand  charged  with  public 
monies  or  other  property ;  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to  be  oof^' 
menccd  within  three  months  from  this  date,  against  all  those  perso^^ 

*  SceCol.^ec.,\o\.'XN.,v4&^. 
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I  kera  dfeady  wptialU  required  Id  aeitle  thdr  Meeute  bjf 
inpor  oCeer%  nd  wko  ehall  no4  viiUa  thai  tinie  adesi  end 
iM iiweemee  iiBMitmli  in  the  qMnkncf  the ieidJBeetd» meet* 
{ the  eame ;  and  within  five  months  from  this  date,  agaiaai  all 
t  persons  so  charged,  and  who  shdl  not  within  that  tima  adopt 
pnnrae-  like  measnres :  and,  that  when  any  material  questions 
I  arise  eonoeming  any  oonbtAiI  or  partial  settlements  of  aooounts 
ih  mi^  haye  been  made,  or  oonoeming  the  operation  of  any  par- 
tar  soi^  the  said  Board  be  directed  to  state  to  Oongress,  partioa- 
r  the  dronmstanoes  of  the  ease,  with  their  opinion  thereon. 
AosolTad,  That  Congress  agree  ta  the  said  Bepoct. 

OHAS.  THOMSON,  See'y. 


Ikrbtabt  of  Congress  to  Prbs.  Franklin,  1788. 

(Circnlar.) 
Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress, 

May  26th;  1788. 

kaiM  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  year  Bzeellenoy  herewith  en- 
d^.an  act  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled,  pass'd 
Sftid^ — By  this  and  their  act  of  the  8tt^  which  I  had  Uie  honor 
HMnittinff  with  my  Letter  of  the  12th,  it  is  hoped  the  Aoeonnts 
aao  the  United  States  and  Individual  penons  will  speedily  be 
Alto  a  dose. 
With  great  Respect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

your  Bzcellenoy's  Moat 

Obedient  ft  most  hnm  Serv't, 

GHA8.  THOMSON. 


I  His  Excellency  The  President  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pcn- 
nda. 


Sbcrbtary  of  Forsign  Affairs,  1788. 

(Circnlar.) 
Office  for  foreign  Affidn,  26th  May,  1788. 

[r.  IHimas,  agreeable  to  the  Bequest  of  the  Envoy  extraordinary 
b-Swedish  Majesty  at  tbe  HagnC;  has  tranamiitM  to  me  ^"^^qVa 

18* 
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he  reoeived  from  that  Minister,  which  I  ha^e  dow  the  Honor  of  ooib- 
mnnioatiDg  to  your  Excellency,  in  order  that  aneh  Meaanres  m^  be 
taken  on  the  subject  aa  Ciroumstanoea  and  the  Lawa  of  Nadona  maj 
dictate. 

With  great  respect  and  Gonsiderationy 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  your  Ezcelleney'a 

Most  obedient  and  humble  Seryant, 

JOHN  JAY .♦ 
Directedj 

To  Ills  Excellency  Doct'r  Benjamin  Franklin,  Pterident  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 


NOTB. 

The  Sicur  Adolph  Roxendorff,  Major  in  the  King's  Service,  hu 
informed  the   Royal  College  of  Commerce,  that  Captain  Adolph 
Frederick  Dahlberg,  commandiDC  the  merchant  Ship,  (formerly  a 
corvette)  called  the  Marie  Elizabeth,  belonging  to  the  said  Major^ 
took  in  a  Cargo  at  Pilau  in  the  Summer  of  1785,  for  Oottenbarg*. 
That  the  said  Major,  having  received  no  advice  of  the  Fate  of  his 
Ship  sinoe  that  Time,  nor  of  the  Crew,  ooneludod  they  were  lost  tad 
foundered  at  sea,  until,  by  chance.  Information  from  acveial  Nor 
wegian  Sailors  arrived  at  Carlscrone  from  Copenhagen,  who  aMored 
him  that  they  had  met  with  the  said  Dahlberg,  &  his  Ship,  in  a  Poit 
of  the  Danish  Colonies,  in  the  West  Indies.     On  which  the  HijoT) 
having  obliged  the  sailors  to  verify  their  Information  before  a 
Magistrate,  they  declared  under  oath,  that  at  Copenhagen  they 
met  with  several  Norwegian  Sailors,  who  told  them  that  in  a  Danish 
Settlement  in  the  West  Indies  they  had'conversed  with  some  Swedish 
sailors,  who  said  they  were  originally  from  Gottenburg  : — ^That  the 
Captain  of  their  Ship  was  called  Adolph  Frederick  Dahlberg,  a  native 
of  Calmar  in  Sweden,  of  middle  size,  and  a  dark  ill  looking  counte- 
nance, brown  Hair  cut  round  his  Head,  that  the  Vessel  he  had  was 
painted  black  from  the  Wales  to  the  Deck,  and  must  have  been 
formerly,  from  her  Construction,  a  Sloop  of  War.     Roxendorff  oou* 
eludes  from  this  Deposition,  and  the  Conformity  of  Features,  tb^ 
the  said  described  Dahlberg  is  no  other  than  the  maater  of  hb  V^^ 
sel,  who  was  sailing  the  seas  in  a  fraudulent  Manner,  and  had  r^ 
away  with  his  Ship.     Therefore  at  his  Solicitation,  the  undersiga^ 
is  requested  by  the  commercial  College  to  communicate  the  siores^^ 
Particulars  to  Mr.  Dumas,  Charg^  des  Affaires,  from  the  Uni*^ 
States  of  Americe,  to  the  States  general,  and  to  desire  him  to  t»^^ 
such  measures  in  regard  to  his  respective  Superiors,  aa  he  may  thli''^ 

*  See  Col.  lLfto.,\o\,'XN.,'^.^^^, 
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O0i  proper,  to  procure  the  Arrest  of  the  said  Dahlbers  &  hiB 
I,  flljkoald  he  enter  any  of  the  American  Porta  within  the  Do- 
DS  of  the  United  States,  the  Sequestration  of  his  Effects,  &  the 
lyanee  of  bis  Person  &  Ship  to  the  custody  of  the  Swedish 
vment  in  the  Island  of  St.  Bartholemew,  which  the  undersigned 
Iocs  by  this  Present,  promising  a  perfect  Beciprocity  wheneyer 
ibr  case  shall  happen. 

hlberg  is  a  native  of  Calmar,  in  Sweden,  rather  short  than  tall, 
hurk  brown  complexion,  bis  Hair  brown  approacbinff  to  black, 
yes  deep  set  in  his  Head,  being  moreover,  heavy  and  fat.  The 
built  partly  of  Oak,  and  partly  of  Pine,  carrying  about  22 
y  k  was  formerly  built  to  serve  as  a  Sloop  of  War.  She  was 
ed  black  when  she  sailed  from  Calmar,  &  has  the  Image  of  a 
I  Lady  for  her  head,  &  is  called  the  Marie  Elizabeth. 

Signed,  SCHULTZ  VON  ASCHBRADBN. 

ivoy  Extraordinary  from  his  Majesty  the  King  of  Sweden. 


VLUY   PlOKEBINa   TO  JUDGES   OP  TEE   SUPREME  COURT, 

1788. 

Wilkesborough,  May  26ih,  1788. 
loDon, 

was  lately  honoured  with  your  letter  of  the  10th  instant,  and 
Mbly  to  your  request  have  taken  a  recognizance  of  ten  freeholders 
le  amount  of  two  thousand  pounds,  for  the  appearance  of  John 
iklin  at  the  next  court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  to  be  held  in  this 
iy,  to  take  his  trial  for  high  treason,  &  his  keeping  the  peaoe  & 
g  of  the  good  behaviour  in  the  mean  time.  The  snreties  ac- 
rledged  themselves  indebted  each  in  a  certain  sum,  being,  as  I 
jody  owners  of  lands  of  those  respectivea  values;  and  it  did  not 
r  to  me  till  now  that  it  might  be  your  intention  that  they  should 
rintly  bound  for  the  entire  sum  of  j£2000.  But  I  was  led  to 
the  recognisance  in  that  form  from  the  usual  practice  of  binding 
sureties  each  in  half  the  sum  required  of  the  principal.  I  tmst 
ever  it  will  answer  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  designed. 
I  am,  Gentlemen, 

very  respectfully 

your  obed't  scrvant| 

TIMOTHY  PIOKEEING.* 
wtedf 

!h6   Honourable  Thomas  McKean,   Esquire,  &  Jacob  Rush, 
[urey  Philadelphia. 

*  See  Col.  B^,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  466. 
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Sir, 

I  received  iofonaation  last  evening  by  Capt'n  Hcrtsoff  t]iai4)M  of 
Franklin's  best  friends  told  a  person  in  Wilkesbor'g  tbafc  all  thsi 
party  wanted  was  to  Git  Franklin  ont  of  Confinement  and  if  as  nraek 
again  bail  had  been  required  they  woold  have  Given  it  bat  as  toon 
as  Franklin  was  at  liberty ;  Bail  Law  and  all  should  go  together  for 
they  did  not  regard  those  bonds  Given.  I  shall  be  at  Wi&esbinh 
to-morrow.  I  think  enquiry  ought  to  be  made  before  aomebody 
goes  to  Philadelphia. 

I  am,  Sir,  yours, 

LAW.  MYERS. 

May  27th,  1788. 
Directed, 

Gol.  lackering. 


Timothy  Pickering  to  V.  P.  Muhlenberg,  1788. 

Wilkesborough,  May  27, 1788. 
Dear  Sir, 

The  inclosed  letters  to  the  Chief  Justice  &  Mr.  Burd  I  should 
have  transmitted  direotly  to  them  had  I  not  just  been  informed 
that  the  Supreme  Court  were  sitting  now  at  Carlisle,  &  both  tbose 
gentlemen  might  be  absent.  The  letter  to  the  Chief  Justice  ia  in 
answer  to  one  reo'd  from  him  &  Mr.  Rush,  desiring  me  to  take  a  ro- 
oognizanee  of  so  many  freeholders  here  as  were  worth  £2000.-^TIm 
letter  to  Mr.  Burd  incloses  the  recognizance  I  have  taken.  Should 
those  gentlemen  be  absent,  you  will  take  what  order  ia  neeeasaiy  in 
the  matter. 

The  half  Sharemen  are^taking  possession  of  the  lands  assigned  them 
by  Franklin,  par1»cularly  at  Tioga.  John  Swift,  Elisba  Satterly, 
Wm.  Slocum  &  Matthewson'(all  I  believe  late  officers  of 

Franklin,)  are  among  them.  These  four  persons  (I  am  jnst  informed,) 
have  taken  possession  of  the  lands  they  claim  there,  turning  off  by 
force  the  former  occupants.  Whether  the  latter  bad  any  rigki  to 
their  possessions  I  know  not :  but  Force  is  the  mode  geneitlly 
adopted  in  that  part  of  the  county  to  gain  possession  uf  lands ;  and 
this  morning  John  Jenkins  (usually  called  Major  Jenkins,  & 
Franklin's  compeer,)  avowed  to  me  explicitly  that  there  was  no  other 
mode  by  which  any  man  in  the  county  claiming  land  under  the 
Susquehannah  Company  could  get  possession  of  them.  ''  There  is, 
said  he,  no  law  in  tnis  county  for  trying  the  titles  of  land :  For  the 
only  rules  by  which  they  should  be  tried  are  the  regulations  of  the 
Susquehanna  Company ;  and  those  regulations  are  not|  nor  can  be 
admitted  to  govern  the  courts  of  law  in  their  decisions,  until  de- 
clared  to  be  laws  by  an  act  of  ibe  Q«n%n\  K«&^t&\A^*'  lixkcwered. 


HuU  raoh  of  those  ngulatiQiiB  as  were  made  prior  to  the  deoree  of 
9Ventoii|  weaU  iofem  the  eoartt  of  fair  Id  afl  mpaterabcist  ^e  titles 
of  hind  among  the  QonnecHcui  Claimant$f  and  that  %  posithre  deolara- 
torj  ael  was  ndl  lioeeawry  lor  that  purpose.  Bat  he  persisted  in 
his  ftirmer  assertion.  Then  (said  I;  your  meaning  iS|  that  there 
being  BO  htw  as  yon  say,  to  trr  the  title  of  yomr  lands,  when  air? 
Medrfmsapartiowtmt,  he  b  to  take  poesesrioh  by  fcreef  ^B 
is|y    BsicI  he. 

I  will  make  no  eomments  on  these*  transactions  and  opinions. 

I  heg  the  Iktoor  of  yon  to  delRyer  the  inclosed  letter  to  MK 
Hodgdon  as  speeffly  as  may  he,  and  vemain; 
with  respeot  &  aflbotion 

year  most  h'ble  servant, 

TIUOTHT  PICKBRTNO. 
JKreeied^ 

The  Hon'ble  Peter  Mnhlenberg,  Esq. 


JOHir   P.  SCHOTT    TO  V.    P.  MUHLBNBBRG,  1788. 

Wilksbarre,  Hay  29th,  1788. 
Sir, 

I  have  undertaken  to  raise  a  Troop  of  Light  Dragoons*  and  have 
got  forty-two  the  very  best  young  gentlemen  in  this  county  and 
true  snporters  of  the  Lfsw,  I  had  87  of  them  together  last  Monday 
the  26  Inst.,  and  proper  Inspectors  appointed  to  Elect  their  officers 
where  they  chose  yoor  Homble  Servant  for  their  Commander,  Lord 
Batier  for  first  Lea't,  Soswell  WeUs  for  second  Leu't  and  Ebenezer 
Bowman  for  Comet,  the  whole  troop  is  to  equip  themselves.  I  have 
the  Honour  to  send  you  a  Copy  of  their  Insadgement  and  the  return 
of  the  Election.  I  hope  the  Honorable  Counsel  will  send  us  the 
Commissions  as  your  Honours  will  find  this  Troop  very  servisable 
in  this  Ctenty,  there  is  no  news  here  at  present  only  there  is  more 
than  one  thousand  people  gone  throw  this  settiement  to  Niagara 
vithm  two  weeks. 

I  have  the  Honour  to 
subscribe  my  self.  Sir, 

your  Most  obeH 

and  Most  Humble  Servant, 

JOHN  P.  SOHOTT. 

Oeoeral  Muhlenberg,  Tlee  President  of  the  Supreme  Bzecutive 
^^^nnA  of  iho  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia. 

!  *  See  page  299. 
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John  P.  Schotx  to  Y.  P.  MuHLBNBXEe,  1788. 

Wilksbane,  Haj  30th,  1788. 
Sir, 

I  just  remember  a  thing  I  for  got  In  my  letter  fi^om  Yesterday.  I 
should  wish  you  would  send  me  about  six  of  those  Bills  ordered  to 
be  printed  for  consideration  in  regard  to  the  seventeen  Townshipfl^ 
which  should  be  confirmed  to  us,  as  I  find  some  of  the  unruly  People 
doubt  it  J  the  Bearer  is  a  save  hand  to  bring  them  and  the  Oommissionfl 
too,  if  Counsel  should  see  fit,  which  will  give  great  Satisfaotion  to 
to  your  Humble  Serv^^ 

JOHN  P.  SCHOTT. 
Directedj 

The  Honorable  Vice  Presedent  of  the  Commonwelth  of  Pennsjl- 
vania,  Philadelphia: 


Stats  of  the  Representation  in  CoNoasss  vor  March, 

1788. 

7  States— 9  days,  3  States  9  days, 

5      do  —8    do,  2      do  10  do. 

Pennsylvania — throughout  the  month  by  four  members,  vii.: 
Irvine,  Armstrong,  Beid  and  Bingham. 


James  Finley  to  Pres.  Franklin,  1788. 

Honoured  Sir : 

Notwithstanding  A  Grateful  Sence  of  the  Honour  done  me  in 
bein^  nominated  by  the  Neighbourhood,  and  Authorised  by  the 
President  and  Supreme  Executive  Council,  to  the  office  of  Justice  of 
the  Peace,  and  also  of  the  Common  pleas ;  but  not  finding  that 
Satisfaction  of  mind  in  the  Execution  that  I  had  figured  to  myselff 
but  the  reverse,  on  account  whereof  I  have  declined  actins  for  some 
months  past,  I  think  it  necessary  to  trouble  your  EzceTlency  an^ 
Council  with  A  minute  detail  of  my  reasons  for  this  step  I  have 
taken ;  yet,  I  would  observe,  that,  in  the  Execution  of  that  Office, 
the  Wicked  and  the  Wretched  are  those  with  whom  we  chiefly  htvo 
to  do,  which  affords  mortifying  views  of  Human  nature.     It  is  oe^ 
tainly  A  Qreat  unhapiness  that  the  best  provided  Bemedyy  in  its 
Qperation,  too  often  savours  of  an  evil ;  and  now^  Sir,  as  I  oan  hare 
no  pleasure  in  being  the  Minister  of  Misery  to  any,  especially  se^ng 
that  that  is  the  certain  thing  I  could  promise  myself  by  oontinueing 
in  O&co}  therefore,  after  loug  t^nd  m^lMt^  deliberation,  I  now  lay 
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^(bre  you  this  my  rengnatioDy  not  doabting  joar  aooeptende,  which 
lU  be  esteemed  A  favour  by  yoar  Ezoellency  and  CoonoU'a  Moet 
obedient  and  very  Humble  Servant^ 

JAMES  FINLBT. 
May  26, 1780. 

To  his  Szeelleoey  Benjamin  Franklini  President^  and  Snpreme 
[eeative  CoiueiL 


mcsBS  IN  Company  of  Light  Dragoons  in  Luzerne 

County,  1788. 

Lnxerne  Goanty,  May  26*^,  1788. 
These  an  to  Oertifye  that  the  Persons  forming  a  Company  of 
ght  Dragoons  in  this  County  have  Chosen  us,  the  Snbsoribers,  to 
apect  the  Election  of  Officers  to  Command  them  ;  thirty-seven  of 
e  Electors  being  present,  they  proceeded  to  Vote  as  follows : 

John  Paul  Schott,  Esq.,  Capt,  36, 
Roswell  Wells,  2d  Lieuten',  23, 
Ebeoezer  Bowman,  Cornet,  27, 
Lord  Butler,  !•'  Lieatn^  30. 

We  further  Certifye,  that  the  above  is  a  true  return  without  fraud 
'  Collusion. 

SAM»    ALLIN,  1       Tn«n.ntn« 

ELISHA  BLACKMANJ    Auspecwrs. 
f</orter7, 
Bead  June  5, 1788. 


Military  Company  in  Luzerne  Co.,  1788. 

Wilksbarre,  in  Luzerne  County,  May  5**,  1788. 
We,  the  Subscribers,  Yolantarily  Engage  to  serve  in  the  Troops 
i  Light  Dragoons*  which  is  to  be  raised  by  Capt*  John  P.  Schott, 
a  the  County  of  Luzerne  aforesaid,  and  Promise  to  Obey  all  Lawful 
Men  which  we  shall  from  time  to  time  receive  from  the  Supreme 
Etteotive  Council  or  our  Superior  Officers.  In  Witness  whereof 
n  have  hereunto  set  our  hands. 

John  Paul  Schott,  William  Hydi, 

Moeea  Sill,  Eleszer  Blaokman, 

Inae  D.  Tripp,  William  Smith, 

Benjamin  Dorrance,  William  JajcksKm^ 

♦  8ee  ptkge  297. 


rKssBZuniOA  lauiniiiiMtJBM^ 


Joini  flvvBi 

WilU  OaUnm 
Peter  Oeer, 
Jabei  Sill, 
LofdBvAM'i 
Silas  JaoksoDi 
Hallet  Gallup, 
Ebenezer  SlooaiHi 
Eleaier  Bowman, 

Christian  Oohmig, 
Naphtalj  Horlbut, 
Ltend  Gh^brd, 
Isaao  WiOiMUy 
lohabod  KMkman 


JdmSftaptoli 
Sboiy  Sftavkf  - . 
JabeiFSah, 
James  Stewart, 
Jehoida  P.  JohnsM| 
Jonathlni  Sleveuk 
AssiStefm, 
Ben*  Siwiii,- 
Moees  Atherton. 
Benedict  Satterle, 
IraManvile, 

John  Yntte, 
Nathaniel  Walker, 
Adm.  DiUer, 
Sim.  Ohaldsek. 


Sir, 


Seg*t  of  War  to  Oapt.  Djlysd  ZoQuuLy  1TB& 

War  Office,  Jane  8, 178$. 


Yonr  letters  of  the  28th  and  SOtli  ultimo  have  been  reoeiTed.. 

I  am  exceedingly  desirons  that  your  complement  of  men  Axfi 
be  recruited  as  soon  as  possible,  and  therefore  I  am  eony  that  yo 
prospects  are  less  flattering  than  when  jou  first  commenced  the  i 
cruiting  service. 

Company  books  of  the  large  kind  are  forwarded  by  Oaptun  Bn 
ford  for  the  Whole  regfanent;  any  temporary  anangement  therefo 
will  answer  your  purpose  unUl  your  arrival  on  the  frontiers. 

When  you  march,  an  arrangement  must  be  made  for  the  seeoi 
modation  of  some  stores  ftr  Brigadier  (General  Haiwar.  It  is  w 
however,  probable  that  he  can  possibly  require  a  whole  waggon  I 
his  own  use. 

As  to  any  of  yout  seldien  selling  thefar  arrearages  of  pay,  I  m 
not  eonntenanee  the  mlMMNire.    The  men  ought  to  be  eneekad 
any  such  improper  desires.    They  haifie  lately  reeeivvd  three  ibqbI 

Siy;  and  they  wifi  from  time  to  time  reoeive  their  amaiagf 
bey  are  suppled  with  rations  and  clothing,  and  they  ought  not 
be  suffered  to  sell  their  arrearages  for  less  than  its  proner  vab 
especiaUj  9m  all  neoeasaries  are  furnished  them«    Thqr  ,wau  leesi 


tnotber  mantha  paj  previous  to  their  departure.    I  presume  that 
Uieae  revoiui  will  haTe  equal  iDflaenoe  on  jotir  condofBt  as  an  officfr 
whoM  reputation  is  deserredly  established. 
I  anij  Sir, 

joor  humble  SerTt.| 

J.  KNOX. 
Directed^ 
Captain  DMrid  Zeigler. 


Capt.  D.  Zbiglbr  to  Seorstart  Bidblb,  178$. 

Sir,  r~  :     , 

The  nequenia^BBation  irUch  ire  maderibr  some  of  my  manii^ 
(hr  aoiall  Irifleyy^iiM^  me  to  tdce  the  liberty  oil  addressing  mysdf 
U)  jeur  ffoodnesi^  if  men  for  a  small  sum  ean  le  taken  mim  mf i 
ihtat  will  beoome  with  the  Beoruiting  Seryioe. 

The  many  favors  received  from  you,  make  me  the  Bolder,  wiA 
tbe  humbly  wish,  your  honble  Body  to  some  assistenoe  respecting 
it. 

Snfier  me  to  reoommend  me  to  your  good  wishes^  remain  with 
mueh  Esteem 

Sir,  your  most 

hble.  &  obd.  Servant, 

DAVID  ZBIGLER. 
Phikdelphia,  June  5th,  '88. 

Charles  Biddle,  Esquire,  Philadelphia. 
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y.  p.  Muhlenberg  to  Comm'bs  to  Luzerne,  17: 

In  Comunli 

Phikd'a,  June     ,  17 
Gendemeiii 

The  Qeneral  Aesemblj  by  their  resoktion  of  the  27th  of  ] 
kat,  having  directed  the  S.  E.  Ooancil  in  the  following  wv 
wit:  ^ 

And  Gonnoil  eonddering  it  their  datv  to  carry  into  eflh 
meaaores  contained  in  the  said  resolntion  oy  the  appointment 
discreet  personsi  whose  bodnesa  it  eh'  be  to  view  the  landa  « 
bended  therein,  and  make,  a  tme  report  They  hereby  ooma 
yon  for  those  pnrposes;  requesting  yoa  wou'd  proceed  withoal 
to  the  Coanty  of  Lniem  and  eonsolt  MessF*  Montgomery  ft 
deputy  Surveyors  of  that  Conntiji  who  are  instmotM  to  aaai 
with  all  draughts  of  surveys  and  any  useful  information  or 
in  theur  power.  Col.  Pickering  also,  the  Clerk  of  the  Go 
Sessions,  will  furnish  you  with  descriptions  of  the  townshipi 
prehended  in  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assemblv.  ] 
expectation  that  you  will  compass  the  business  with  all  nee 
care  and  dispatch,  so  as  that  the  Board  ma^  be  enabled|  by  ji 
port  prindpally,  to  comply  with  the  intention  of  the  LogmM 
heartily  wish  you  health  and  success,  fte. 
I  am,  Oentlemen, 

with  great  Respect, 

-  your  most  obedioit  & 

very  humble  Servant, 

PETER  MUHLENBHI 
incforaec^,— To  Stephen  Balliet  &  Major  Armstrong. 


Sso't  Biddle  to  Col.  John  Craig,  1788.  ' 

Secretar/s  Office, 

Philadelphia,  June  6th,  1' 
Sir, 

Council  have  before  them  a  petition  from  John  Youngii 
Bethlehem,  praying  to  be  discharged  from  payment  of  aone* 
substitute  fines  with  which  he  stands  charged;  and  the  BeiM 
condderation  of  the  circumstances  of  the  petitioner  as  atilai 
disposed  to  grant.the  prayer  of  his  petition  if  you  have  aioc 
tions  to  ofisr  to  induce  them  to  act  otherwise.    Yon  wOl  || 

*  See  Col.  Beo.,  YoL  XV.,  pp.  472.  628.  f  ^^  "PHP  ^ 
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liMiJI  to  write  to  Ooanoil  npoD  this  boiitfMiy  Mid  in  the 

b  is  their  wiih  th^t  jou  woald  toi^nd  •laj  prooeedingi  aguiut 

',.1  un^  SiTi  with  respect, 

Your  obedient  aod 

Terj  humble  Servant| 

JAMBS  TRIMBLE,  for 
0HABLE8  BIDDLB, 

Seoretar J. 

4.  John  Craig,  lieotenant  of  Northampton  Co'j. 


■BB8.  Smith  &  Hiendebson  to  P&es.  Franklin,  1878. 

Huntington^  June  6th;  1788. 

he  unhappy  Disturbances,  wliich  for  some  Time  past  haye  sub- 
d  in  this  County,  have  of  late  risen  to  such  an  alarming  Bright, 
» disagreeable  as  the  Task  is  to  men  of  Feeling,  we  oonceiTe  our- 
m  under  the  neoessitji  from  the  Duty  we  owe  the  Public,  as 
wrvators  of  the  Peace,  of  laying  a  true  State  of  Facts  before 
'  Bzcellency  and  the  Honorable  Supreme  Executive  Council, 
ko  first  Day  of  March  Sessions  now  past,  a  number  of  Men 
id  with  Bludgeons  came  riotously  into  the  Town,  and  brought 

them  an  Effigy  which  they  called  and  intended  for  Col.  Canan^ 
[ember  of  your  Honourable  Board.  The  Court  was  sitting, 
ira  Philips  and  Henderson,  two  of  the  bench  went  [to  the  upper 

of  the  town,  met  them,  and  pointed  out  the  evil  Consequences 
■di  outrageous  Proceedings.  They  however  proceeded,  and 
shed  down  the  Allegany  Street,  with  their  Image,  shouting  re- 
edly.  untill  they  came  to  the  House  in  which  the  Court  sat 
na  they  made  such  a  noise  as  rendered  it  impossible  to  proceed 
L  Business.  After  several  warnings  to  desist,  or  go  to  some 
r  Place,  the  Sheriff  was  ordered  to  take  and  commit  one  who 
and  the  most  clamorous. — He  was  rescued  by  others.  .A  Riot 
led  for  some  time — But  no  Injury  was  received.— A  Bill  of 
btment  for  Bescue  and  lUot  was  found  against  the  Prineipalsi 
as«ld  not  then  be  tried. 

L  pursuance  of  Notices,  for  {hat  Purpose  civen  by  the  County 
ptenant;  Colonel  Canan's  Batallion  oif  Militia  assembled  in  a 
i  in  Hart's  Log  Settlement — ^After  falling  into  tho  lUnka,  «:a 
was  made  to  mustering  under  Col.  Oanan  %n&.  ^^^ost 
wkQ  kMT0  been  in  CooimissRin  abore  two  ywnu*--!^  nm 
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DOW  allddged  that  CoL  Woods,  now  a  Member  of  your  Honmbk 
Boardi  then  Lieutenant  of  Bedford  Countji  in  which  the  aaid  Batil- 
lion  was  at  that  time,  had  held  an  unfair  Election,  and  procnnd 
sach  men  to  be  returned  as  pleased  himself.— The  Lieutenant  wai 
violently  assaulted  and  received  severe  Blows  finom  several  People 
as  did  a  Gentlemen  who  interfered  with  a  Desire  to  protect  him  uid 
to  preserve  order.  This  matter  however  soon  was  at  an  End.^ 
A  person  assuming  command|  or  being  previously  appointed  for  that 
Purposci  ordered  that  '^  Those  who  had  any  Objections  to  serve 
under  the  present  Field  Officers  should  draw  off  by  themselves." — 
Above  one  third  of  the  Batallion  marched  from  the- Ranks  and  drew 
up  in  Front  of  the  Remainder.  It  must  however  be  observed  that 
several  of  Those  deluded  People  were  totally  ignorant  of  what  they 
were  about;  and  some  others  accompanied  them  thro'  Fear.  The 
Lieutenant  and  Field  Officers,  finding  that  no  Muster  Roll  could  bo 
called,  and  that  their  further  Stay  was  unnecessary,  attended  by  the 
greatest  Number  of  the  well  inclined  quitted  the  field  and  retired  to 
Uieir  Homes. — Application  was  made  some  Days  after  to  Mr.  Smith 
to  issue  warrants  against  three  of  the  principal  Rioters.  They  were 
served  soon  after.  They  submitted  to  the  Constable  and  went  with 
him  before  Tl\pmas  McOune,  Esquire,  one  of  the  Justices  of  this 
County.  He  took  no  further  Gogniaance  of  the  matter  than  enter- 
ing Bail  to  the  Constable  for  their  Appearanoe  before  Mr.  Smith  in 
five  Days — During  this  time,  they,  by  amasing  Diligenoe  oolleeled 
a  large  Body  of  Men.  On  the  diay  appointed  the  rriaoners  were 
brought  before  Mr.  Smith  by  the  Constable.  His  Office  was  in* 
stantiy  filled.  They  refused  to  give  Security-^nay  pressed  to  be  eom- 
mited,  and  threatened  him  should  he  refuse.*— Aware  of  th«r  Designs, 
having  no  proper  and  sufficient  Prison  as  yet  erected,  knowing  the 
Strength  which  was  soon  to  follow  them,  and  unwilling  to  give  a 
Pretence  for  their  committing  those  Outrages  to  which  they  seemed 
but  too  much  inclined.  He  thought  himself  justiiiablo  in  refosiDg 
their  Request — He  informed  them  of  the  uncomfortable  Sitoatioi 
of  the  Ooal,  which,  which  is  but  a  Block  ffotue ;  that  as  two  of 
them  were  Men  of  Landed  Property,  and  the  Court  was  to  meet  in 
eight  Days,  He  could  trust  to  themselves.  More  especially  as  Mr. 
MoCune  had  already  bailed  them  from  the  Constable. — Finding  him 
determined  not  to  commit  them,  one,  whom  he  since  disoovercd  to 
have  a  large  Cutlass  concealed  under  his  Coat,  insulted  him  grosly 
and  threatened  him  violently. — It  was  impossible  to  do  any  thing  in 
this  Situatien— They  left  the  Offioe.  About  one  o'clock  above  ninety 
Men  came  into  the  Town,  near  Sixty  of  them  with  Rifles  and  Mus- 
kets— the  Remainder  with  Clubs,  Scalping  Knifes  and  Tomahawks 
concealed  under  their  Coats — ^Tficy  marched  down  the  Main  or 
Alleghany  Street  to  the  Lower  End  of  the  Town,  then  up  St  Olair 
Street  to  Hill  Street,  up  that  Street  to  the  Middle  of  the  Town— 
Mod  formed  in  a  Circle  on  the  Diamond  or  Court  Hoose  Square-- 
J^r,  Smith  wm  then  called  into  tVio  C^nVt^  %^^  vyomivadftd  to  tear 


he  Wamnts  whioli  had  been  xeturned  to  him — ^Tbie  he  lefiieed  \o 

y^Bot^  M  thev  veie  in  hie  Poekel^  nofe  hanng  had  fiaM  to  dia- 

M  of  them  otherwiaey  he  delmred  Ihim  to  one  of  the  Leaden-* 

flttDi  who  had  preTionalj  preaented  a  Rifle  tluree  timea  to  hia 

a.  bnt  waa  .provented  by  aome  othera  firom  perpetrating  hia 
Dedgda  eame  from  the  Banka  and  tore  tto  Warrantfi 
Mwlng  aome  Pittta  of  them  at  him  and  aa^g  "See  now  what 
M 16  JEe  Mafpatrate."— The  Clerk  waa  now  ordered  to  bring  the  In- 
HMent  whidi  at  the  laat  Seanona  waa  fbnnd  againat  iKmie  Riot- 
I— Ha  did— it  waa  deatroyed.  Mr.  Smidi  left  the  Field  and  met 
r.  Benderaon  who  had  jnat  retomed  from  a  Vialt— They  went  to- 
dfet  into  the  Hooae  in  whi6h  the  Court  ia  held— A  number  of 
ttjad  menoame  and  ordered  the  Cldrk  to  bring  the  Seariona  Dodcet 
4FKtty  obCterat^  the  obnoziona  Pkrta.— Soon  after  Meaara  Smith 
A  jEtendoraon  hayinx  reoeived  Intellleenoe  timt  aome  Miaohief  wair 
todad  them,  ajneed  tcf  aeparate — Mr.  Henderaona  Horae  bc&ng 
Wklely  brought  by  a  fHend  bo  rode  down  the  river — ^Hr.  Smith  re< 
wd  to  a  Hooae  oocnpied  by  a  family  who  had  lately  oome  to  the 
laee^  where  it  waa  not  anapected  he  had  an  Acquaintance.  Seyeral 
onaea  were  aearohed  for  them,  their,  own  repeatedly. — The  Sheriff 
id  hia  Friend  Mr.  MoMutrie  who  had  aasiated  him  on  the  Field  at 
a.BeyieWy  had  left  Home  the  Day  before,  or  Death  or  aomethiDg 
■■a  would  have  been  the  Consequence  to  them.  Two  Constables 
itb  obliged  to  leave  their  Homes  and  hide  to  save  their  Lives. — 
tier  marching  thro'  the  Streets,  firing  in  the  Air,  and  thro'  Signs 
ay  marched  out  of  the  Town. 

Thua  ended  this  unhappy  Affair — However  Threats  are  repeatedly 
at  intimating  an  other  Visit  The  Sheriff  dare  not  go  into  the 
amtry  to  aerve  any  writs,  and  all  kinds  of  Business  seems  at  a  stand. 
Wo  Imve  now  atated  to  your  Exoelleucv  the  Particulara  of  our 
Baent  alarming  Situation — Without  the  Interpodtion  of  ttovem- 
ini  we  cannot  preserve  order — ^Whatever  Order  yoir  Honorable 
■id  may  think  proper  to  take.  We  shall  have  the  Satis&ction  of 
sqoitting  our  Consciences  and  having  aa  far  aa  in  our  Power  dis- 
gfjged  our  Duty. 
We  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  the 

greatest  Respect  your  Ezcellency'a 
moat  obedient  Servanta 

THOMAS  DUNCAN  SMITH. 

AND'W.  HENDERSON.* 

I, — Hia  Excellency  the  President  of  the  Sapieme  Bzecniive 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pensylvania. 

lUhnedf — ^Read  June  25th.   Judges  consulted.  See  the  minutca 
June  25th. 

*8ee  Col  Bee  Vol  27.,  p.  470.  .    . 
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Deleqates  in  Oonqbess  to  Pbes.  Fbaheuh— 
Erie,  1788. 

Sir, 

We  have  tbe  Honor  to  ioolose  yoa  tbe  Bcport  of  a  Gommitiee  of 
Congress,  respooting  a  Saryej  to  fix  the  Boundaries,  and  determiae 
the  Quantity  of  the  Territory  adjoining  the  State  of  PennsylyaDia, 
belonging  to  the  United  States,  as  well  as  the  Terms  on  which  the 
Board  of  Treasury  is  authorised  to  dispose  of  the  same. 

We  shall  wait  for  the  Instructions  of  the  Hon'ble  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council,  whether  to  make  an  Offer  for  the  indefinite 
Quantity  that  may  be  contained  within  the  Boundaries  of  the  said 
Tract,  or  suspend  the  Negotiation,  untill  the  Amount  is  preoiselj 
ascertained  by  Survey. 

We  would  recommend  the  former  Mode,  as  most  conducive  to  the 
Interests  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  &  most  effectually  guardio; 
against  the  Cupidity  of  private  Speculators. 
We  have  the  Honor  to  bo  with 
Bespect  Sir 

your  Excellency's  most 

obed't  &  very  h'ble  Servants 

WM.  BINGHAM. 
JA.MES  B.  BEU).^ 


Pboceedinqs  in  Congress — ^Erib,  1788. 

By  The  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  June  6th  1788. 

On  the  Beport  of  a  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Irwin. t 

Besolved,  That  the  Geographer  of  the  United  States  be  &  he  b. 
hereby  directed  to  ascertain  by  himself  or  by  a  Deputy  duly  appointed 
for  the  purpose,  the  boundary  Line  between  the  United  States  ft  tbe 
States  of  New  York  &  Massachusets  agreeably  to  the  Deeds  of  C^'' 
sion  of  the  said  States. 

That  the  said  Geographer  inform  the  Executives  of  the  States  of 
New  York  &  Massachusets  of  the  Time  of  running  the  said  Line,  in 
order  that  they  or  either  of  them  may  if  they  think  proper  htTO 
Persons  attending  at  tbe  Time. 

That  the  said  Geographer  or  his  Deputy  having  run  the  MeridiiB 
between  Lake  Eric  &  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  k  marked  k  noted 
down  in  his  field  Book  proper  Land  Marks  for  the  perpetuating  the 
same;  shall  proceed  to  make  a  Survey  of  the  Land  lying  West 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XV.,  pp  472.  473. 
t  Sec  page  247. 
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Hf  the  Mid  Lino  beiiraeii  lako  Erie  &  the  State  of  Pennfylfania,  io 
m  to  ueertaiii  the  Quantity  thereofy  &  make  vetnrn  of  Saoh  surrey 
Io  the  Board  of  Treaaorj  who  are  hereby  aothoriied  &  impoirered 
It  any  time  before  or  after  saoh  Surrey  to  sell  the  «id  Tract  in 
rhde  at  priTate  Sale  for  a  Price  not  lets  than  three  fourths  of  a 
[ludlar  Fttr  Acre  in  Spooie^  or  Public  S^nrities  drawing  Interest 
Copy. 

GHABLES  THOBISON,  Seo'y. 


bctnot  from  the  Deed  of  Gesaion  made  by  the  State  of  New  Tork. 

March  Ist,  1781. 

^  Now  therefore  know  ye,  that  we  the  said  James  DuanC|  William 

■Floyd,  and  Alexander  McDougale  br  Virtue  of  the  Power  & 

»  Authority  &  in  the  Execution  of  the  Trust  reposed  in  us  as  dfore- 

^said  haTe  judged  it  Expedient  to  limit  &  restrict  the  Boundaries  of 

<'  the  said  State  in  the  Western  parts  thereof  with  respect  to  the 

^Jurisdiction,  as  well  as  the  right  or  pre-emption  of  Soil,  by  the 

^  Lines  and  in  the  form  following,  that  is  to  say  :  a  Line  from  the 

^  North  East  Gomer  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  alonff  the  North 

^  Bounds  thereof,  to  its  North  West  Gomer  continued,  due  Westy 

^untill  it  shall  be  intersected  by  a  Meridian  Line,  to  be  drawn 

"  from  the  forty  fifth  degree  of  North  Latitude,  through  the  most 

'<  Westerly  Bent  or  Inclination  of  Lake  Ontario;  thence  by  the  said 

^  Meridian  Line  to  the  forty  fifth  Decree  of  North  Latitude ;  but  if 

**  on  Experiment,  the  above  described  Meridian  Line  shall  not  com- 

**  prebend  twenty  Miles,  doe  West,  from  the  most  Westerly  Bent  or 

"  Inclination  of  the  River  or  Straight  of  Niagara,  then  we  do  by  these 

"  presents  in  the  Name  of  the  People  &  for  &  in  behalf  of  the  State 

^  of  New  Tork  &  by  Virtue  of  the  Authority  aforesaid,  limit  &  re- 

''striet  the  Boundaries  of  the  said  State,  in  the  Western  parts  there- 

^of,  with  respect  to  Jurisdiction,  as  well  as  the  right  of  Pre-emption 

*of  Soil,  by  the  Lines  &  the  manner  following,  that  is  to  say ;  A 

^line  from  the  North  East  Gorner  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 

''along  the  North  Bounds  thereof  to  its  North  West  Gomer  con- 

"  tinned  due  West  until!  it  shall  be  intersected  by  a  Meridian  Line 

"to  be  drawn  from  the  forty  fifth  degree  of  North  Latitude  through 

"a  Point  twenty  Miles  due  West  from  the  most  Westerly  Bent  or 

''Inclination  of  the  River  or  Straight  Niagara;  thence  by  the  said 

"Meridian  Line  to  the  forty  fifth  Degree  of  North  Latitude,  and 

I  by  the  said  forty  fifth  Degree  of  North  Latitude. 

Vol.  XI.— 14 
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Exiraot  from  the  Deed  of  Cession  of  the  Commoowealih  of 
ohusettSy  April  19 th^  1785. 

'^Now  therefore,  know  ye,  that  we  the  said  Samnel  Holten,  i 
<<  Rofos  King,  by  Virtue  of  the  Power  &  Anthority,  to  as  committedi 
<^  by  the  said  Aots  of  the  General  Conrt  of  Massachusetts,  do  by  these 
'^  Presents  assign,  transfer,  quit,  claim,  cede  &  convey  to  the  United 
*^  States  of  America,  for  their  Benefit,  Massachusetts  inclusive,  all 
''right,  Title  &  Estate  of,  &  in  as  well  the  Soil  as  the  Jurisdiction 
''  which  the  said  Commonwealth  hath  to  the  Territory  or  Tract  of 
''  Country  within  the  Limits  of  the  Massachusetts  Charter,  situate  t 
**  lying  west  of  the  following  Line — that  is  to  say,  a  Meridian  Line 
''  to  bo  drawn  from  tho  forty  fifth  degree  of  North  Latitude,  thiondi 
"  tho  most  westerly  Bent  or  Inclination  of  Lake  Ontario  tnenoe  by 
'Hho  said  Meridian  Line  to  the  most  southerly  Side  Line  of  theTe^ 
''ritory  contained  in  the  Massachusetts  Charter;  but  if  on  Ejcperi- 
''ment  the  above  described  Meridian  Line  shall  not  comprehend 
''  twenty  miles  due  West  from  the  most  westerly  Bent  or  Inclination 
''of  the  River  or  Straight  of  Niagara,  then  we  do  by  these  Presently 
"  by  Virtue  of  the  power  &  Authority  aforesaid,  in  the  Name  ft  on 
behalf  of  the  said  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  transfer,  quit, 
claim,  cede  &  convey  to  the  United  States  of  America,  for  their  19^ 
fit,  Massachusetts  inclusive,  all  richt,  Title  &  Estate,  of  &  in  as  well 
the  Soil  as  the  Jurisdiction,  which  the  said  Commonwealth  hath  to 
tho  Territory  or  Tract  of  Country  within  the  Limits  of  Uie  Massaoba- 
setts  Charter,  situate  and  lying  West  of  the  following  line.  That  is 
to  sav,  a  Meridian  Lino  to  be  drawn  from  the  forty  fifth  Degree  of 
North  Latitude  through  a  Point  twenty  Miles  due  West  from  the 
most  Westerly  Bent  or  Inclination  of  the  River  or  Straight  of  Ni«- 
gara,  thence  by  the  said  Meridian  Line  to  the  most  Southerly  side 
line  of  the  Territory  contained  in  the  Massachusetts  Charter  afore- 
said for  the  Purposes  in  the  said  recited  Aots  declared  &  to  the  Uses 
in  a  Resolve  of  Congress  of  the  tenth  day  of  October  one  Thosaod 
seven  hundred  and  eighty. 
Indorsed 

June  6th,  1788.  Proceedings  of  Congress  for  asoertaining  tbe 
Boundary  between  the  Lands  of  the  U.  S.  and  New  York  and  Mas- 
saohusetts. 


Wm.  Bradford,  Jr.,  Atty.  Gbn.,  to  V.  P.  MuhlbnbbbOj 

1788. 

Third  Street,  6  Jane,  1788. 
Sir, 

I  have  examined  the  allegations  &  proofs  laid  before  Coundl  re- 
specting the  election  of  a  Justice  for  the  Oley  district  in  BerM 
Vouatf.     The  only  maleiial  fa^ti  ili\kt  soQuia  su&ciently  establisbcii 
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•videnoe  is,  that  the  votes  of  eight  persoDs  were  refused,  and  if 
)  Justices  elect  had  a  majority  of  nine  votes,  this  oironmstancc 
unot  effect  the  state  of  the  poll,  nor  invalidate  the  election,  even 
they  were  improperly  rejected.  But  it  does  not  appear  in  proof 
%t  all  these  eight  persons  were  freeholders,  or  that  they  offered  the 
Igos  of  the  election  proper  proof  that  there  were  so.  In  partioa- 
'i  it  is  not  shown  that  John  IToof  &  John  Romig,  had  freeholds 
that  they  offered  an^  kind  of  proof  of  their  qualifications.  The 
(t  it  appears  produced  deeds,  out  these  were  dated  a  few  days 
fore  &  had  not  been  acknowledged  or  proved.  Such  deeds 
t  not  in  themselves  any  evidence,  their  execution  ought  to  be 
3ved  by  those  who  were  present  at  it,  and  as  their  late  dates  might 
tarally  raise  a  suspicion  that  tbcy  were  colorable,  the  judges  might 
liBonably  require  better  proof  of  the  voters  qualification.  I  am  of 
inion  that  the  payment  of  taxes  in  the  district  is  not  necessary  to 
ible  the  freeholder  to  vote,  but  it  may  be  an  additional  proof  of 
I  freehold  &  that  there  is  no  collusive  management,  and  where 
W8  have  not  been,  nor  his  name  entered  in  the  Commissioners 
plicates,  the  judges  will  be  authorised  to  reject  his  vote,  unless 
iei  d:  l^al  proof  of  his  living  a  freeholder  is  given.  Such  proof 
■  not  given,  nor  does  it  (except  in  one  case)  appear  even  yet^  that 

persons  whose  votes  were  rejected,  were  qualified  to  vote, 
rberefore,  understanding  that  the  justice  elect  has  a  considerable 

ority  of  votes,  I  am  of  opinion  that  there   is  no  sufficient  proof 

Ibited  to  effect  the  validity  of  the  said  Election. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir,  your 

most  obcdt.  &  very  humble  servt. 
:ted,  W.  BRADFORD,  Jun. 

m,  P.  Muhlenberg,  Esq. 


CRBTARY   OF   CONGRESS   TO   PbKS.   FeANKLIN,   1788. 

(Circular.) 
Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress, 

June  7th,  1788. 

!  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  your  Excellency  herewith 
to  be  laid  before  the  legislature,  a  state  of  the  representation 
•88  for  the  month  of  May. 

With  the  greatest  respect, 

1  have  the  honor  to  bo, 

your  P]xcellency*s  most  obedient, 

&  most  Humble  Servant, 
CHA,  THOMSON.* 
Ilency  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 

*  SCO  Col.  Rcc,  Vol  XV.,  p.  477. 
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Col.  Timothy  Pickbrinq  to  V.  P.  Muhlenbeuq,  178& 

Wilkesboro,  June  14, 1788. 
Sir, 

Just  before  I  left  Philadelphia  ia  January  last,  a  letter  from 
Council  dated  the  3l8t  of  December^  was  put  into  mj  bands,  de- 
siring among  other  things,  that  I,  in  conjunction  with  the  ooontj 
lieutenant  &  others  would  make  enquiry  relative  to  the  condact  of 
those  elected  militia  officers  whose  commissions  were  withheld.  Tha 
inquiry  was  for  a  good  while  omitted,  but  this  Spring,  the  coantj 
Lieutenant,  Col.  Holleuback  &  myself,  met  together,  and  those 
persons  attended.  It  did  not  appear  that  M  Fitch  Alden,  &  William 
Hyde,  were  concerned  in  the  disorders  consequent  on  Franklin's 
capture;  particularly  they  were  not  in  arms.  Nesbitt  owned  be 
was  in  arms,  and  Prince  Aldcn  had  early  crossed  the  river,  &  wis 
coming  up  the  bank  (alone  I  believe)  with  his  musket,  bat  was  dis- 
armed by  Mr.  Evans  &  Major  McCormick,  all  of  them,  however, 
gave  us  positive  assurances  of  their  future  good  behaviour,  and  d^ 
termination  to  support  the  laws  of  Pennsylvania.  Upon  the  whole, 
it  was  our  joint  opinion  that  it  would  be  expedient  to  oommissionite 
them.  Prince  Alden  has  since  moved  up  the  river  to  Tioga,  ft  i 
commission  for  him  would  be  useless.  Since  the  above  mentioned 
czamin  ition,  this  battalion  has  had  a  field  day.  The  officers  elect 
appeared  under  arms  as  privates ;  and  the  whole  battalion  behaved 
very  well. 

By  George  Smithers  I  reed,  a  letter  dated  May  6th*  from  tb« 
Secretary  of  Council,  mentioning  That  a  petition  had  been  presented 
to  Council  by  Smithers,  complaining  of  James  Nisbett  &  Benja- 
min Carpenter  £sqr.,  Justices  of  this  county,  and  desiring  me  to  en- 
quire particulaaly  into  their  proceedings  in  this  matter  which  was 
the  ground  of  Smithcr's  complaint.     1  gave  notice  to  those  gentle- 
men, of  this  request  of  council.     Mr.  Carpenter,  a  worthy  mm  & 
possessed  of  feeling  was,  as  I  expected,  much  hurt.     I  am  entirely 
satisfied  that  he  meant  to  act  uprightly,  but  the  prejudices  against 
Pennsylvanians  ^or  Pennamites)  amongst  whom  Smithers  is  ranked, 
are  so  extreme,  that  men  of  the  best  intentions  are  thereby  too  ap^ 
to  be  warped  in  their  judgements.  The  law  is  clear,  that  if  Smithers 
had  been  in  quiet  possession  for  three  years,  the  process  for  forcible 
entry  &  detainer  could  not  apply;  but  because  Smithers  came  into 
possession  in  the  summer  of  1784,  when  the  New  England  people 
were  violently  driven  from  their  possession  here,  it  was  conclude^ 
that  he  was  of  the  party,  &  therefore  that  he  got  possession,  no^ 
peaceably,  but  by  force.     Parks  was  the  complainant  against  Smith' 
ers,  and  one  of  his  witnesses  deposed  that  he  heard  Smithers  say  th^^ 
if  any  came  to  possess  themselves  of  the  land  in  dispute,  he  wonl^ 
defend  the  same  by  force  &  arms,  they  might  depend  the  oons^ 
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When  this  threat  was  uttered  is  not  mentioned  in  the 

proceedings.  The  notes  of  Bmither's  counsel  state  this 
I  ufierentf J — ^That  Smither's  said  if  Parks  eame,  &  came  with- 
,  to  take  possession,  he  would  keep  him  off  with  force  & 
lis  threat  however,  as  stated  by  the  Justices,  seems  strongly 

influenced  Mr.  Carpenter,  &  he  turned  to  the  conductor 
is,  where  1  Hawkins  145,  is  quoted,  in  which  an  entry,  or 

is  considered  as  forcible,  if  threats  only  of  bodily  harm  are 
Major  Myers  was  foreman  of  the  Jury,  and  he  thinks  there 
lence  to  warrant  their  verdict  But  people  here  have  adopted 
rarrantable  opinion,  that  Jurors  may  be  determined  by  their 
knowledge  of  facts  never  made  known  to  the  court  &  parties 
ion  indeed,  which  once  was  conformable  with  the  law.  For 
information  on  this  subject,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  Mr. 
Q  the  Bearer  of  this  letter,  &  who  was  counsel  for*  Smither's. 
nly  remark,  that  without  minutely  enquiring  into  the  pro- 
I,  there  was  one  irregularity  which  I  presume  is  sufficient 
Uiem  aside^  Esqr.,  Nesbitt  was  father-in-law  to  Parks  the 
Jiant.  Of  this  impropriety  Esqr.  Carpenter  was  aware,  and 
■e  when  the  pltfs.  counsel  demurred  to  the  defts.  plea,  he 
bat  the  plea  should  bo  withdrawn,  that  the  decinon  might 
;  with  the  Justices,  but  be  made  on  the  nieriti  of  the  cause  by 
y.  As  I  said  before,  I  am  persuaded  that  he  acted  with  up- 
tentions,  &  I  should  be  sorry  to,  have  him   censured.     Esq. 

who  is  old  &  very  infirm,  made  a   formal  declaration  of  his 
;ion  of  his  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace,  immediately  after 
mination  was  over. 
I  am  Sir, 

very  respectfully  your  most  obedt.  Servant, 

x/,  T.    PICKERING 

nJ  Mulenberg,  Vice  president  of  Pennsylvania. 


Resolution  op  Council. — Erie,  1788. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  June  14th,  1788. 

icil  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Letter  from  the  Dele- 
P  this  State,  and  the  act  of  Congress  inclosed  therein,  which 
«eivcd  on  the  twelfth  Instant,  respecting  a  survey  to  fix  the 
iry  and  determine  the  Quantity  of  Land  within  the  Territory 
ug  the  Northern  Boundary  of  this  State,  belonging  to  the 
States,  and  authorizing  the  Board  of  Treasury  of  The  United 
to  sell  the  said  Land  in  whole,  at  private  sale,  for  a  pne^  ^^i 
an  three-fourths  of  a  doJiar  per  acre,  in  Spec\©  ox  y\i>a\\5i 
ea  drawing  Interest. — ^JResoJvcd;  That  ihe  PrcavdeikVi  VnioxTa 
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our  Delegates  in  Oongress,  that  they  are  anthorised  and  empowered 
hy  this  Board  to  negooiate  and  Gontraet  with  Congress,  in  behalf  of 
this  State,  for  the  parohase  of  the  Lands  before  deseribed  at  the  nte 
of  three  quarters  of  a  dollar  per  acre^  in  Specie  or  pabli6  seoorities 
bearing  interest. 

Extract  from  the  Minotes, 

JAMES  TRIMBLE, 

for  CHARLES  BIDDLE,  Seo'y.* 


Sborstart  of  Congress  to  Pris.  Frakklik,  1788. 

(Cironlar.) 
Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress, 

Jane  14th.  1788. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  Honor  to  transmit  to  your  EzccUeney  herewith  en- 
closed an  act  passed  the  11th  of  this  month  by  the  United  States  in 
Congress  assembled,  directing  the  mode  in  which  the  states  are  to 
be  Credited  for  sums  paid,  or  which  may  hereafter  be  paid  by  then 
to  Invalids,  and  limiting  a  time  within  which  persons  entitled  to 
pensions  as  invalids  by  past  Resolutions  of  Congress  must  make  ip- 
plication  and  produce  the  Requisite  Certificates  and  Evid«aoe  to 
entitle  them  thereto. 

With  great  Respecty 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  and 

most  Humble  serv't, 

CHA.  THOMSON. 
Dirtied, 

His  Excellency,  the  President  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pena' 
sylvania. 


Tnos.  HuTcniNS  to  Congress,  1788. 

(Copy.) 

New  York,  16th  June,  1788. 
Sir, 

In  obedience  to  the  orders  of  Congress  I  am  making  every  neee»^ 
sary  preparation  to  execute  their  Resolution  of  the  6thf  Instanti 
handed  to  me  by  the  Secretary  on  the  13th. — This  service  suggest! 
to  me  the  propriety  of  an  application  to  Lord  Dorchester,  (Governor 

♦  Seo  Co\.  Iloc.,  Vol.  XY.,  ^.  472,  478. 
t  See  page  SOB. 
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of  Canada  agreeably  to  the  enclosed  letter;  and  an  order  of  Congress 
antfaorisiiig  Biich  application. 

I  shall  make  an  estimate  of  the  necessary  ezpenoe  of  the  service' 
and  mtmrit  it  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury  Board  withQUt 
iAf^  u  mnm%  tdTance  will  be  unavoidable. 
I  have  the  Honoar  to  be 

with  the  greatest  Bespect| 

your  Excellency's 

Most  obedient  humble  serv't, 
(Signed,)  THO.  HUTCniNS. 
Directed, 
nis  Excellency,  The  President  of  Congress. 


TflOMAS  HuTcniNS  TO  LoBD  DoRCHBSTEB. — ^Erie,  1788. 

New  York,  16th  Jane,  1788. 
MjLord, 

The  endoeed  Besolntions  of  the  United  States  in  Consress,  and 
tie  acts  of  the  states  of  Massachusetts  and  New  York  to  wnich  they 
relate  confer  on  me  the  Honour  to  transmit  them  to  your  Lordship, 
»nd  to  pray  your  LordsHips  permission  to  survey  the  most  westerly 
^Dt  or  incliDation  of  lake  Ontario,  by  myself  or  my  Deputies,  and 
to  extend  a  ^leridian  line  from  thence  south  to  lake  Eric,  and  across 
tbe  same  to  the  South  side  thereof,  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in 
tbe  said  Hosolutions  and  acts. 

As  this  service  will  require  the  Command  of  a  vessel,  her  Crew 
iDd  a  small  Company  of  land  men,  I  beg  leave  to  propose  to  bring 
tbcm  from  the  United  States,  or  to  engage  British  subjects  within 
yoar  Lordships  Government,  for  the  purpose,  as  most  agreeable  to 
jour  Lordship. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

With  the  greatest  Respect, 

My  Lord,  your  Lordships, 

Most  obedient  and 

Most  humble  servant, 
(Signed)      THO.  HUTCHINS. 
Geographer  of  the  United  States  of  America* 
DirectX, 

To  the  Right  Honorable  Lord  Dorchester,  Governor  General  and 
Commander  m  Chief,  Quebec. 
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JUBTIOSS  OF  FrAIYEXIN  Co.  TO  PrBS.  FAANKLIEr,  1788. 

Franklin  Coanty,  Jane  the  20ih,  1788. 
We  the  subscribers,  Jastiocs  of  the  peace  of  Franklin  Ckmnty  beg 
leave  to  represent  that  in  June  Sessions  last,  a  Bill  of  indictment 
was  found  against  William  Nugent,  as  Principal  for  Feloniously 
stealing,  and  taking  away  the  property  of  James  Moore ;  &  against 
Patrick  Jacks  and  James  Young,  as  accessaries  before  the  fiiot,  that 
William  Nugent  has  not  yet  been  taken ;  and  the  two  accessaries 
have  refused  to  be  tried  until  the  principal  is  convict.  That  be- 
sides the  above  Crime,  Nugent  has  been  charged  with  many  others, 
and  the  good  people  of  this  County  are  at  present  afraid  of  his 
enormities  and  depredations,  they  think  is  also  highly  proper  that 
the  accessaries  should  be  brought  to  Justice,  let  their  fate  be  what 
it  may. 

Therefore  humbly  recommeod  that  your  Honours  would  offer  s 
reward  for  apprehending  the  said  William  Nugent. 
And  we  are,  with 

due  respect^  your  most 

obedient  humble  Servants^ 

GEORGE  MATHEWS, 
RICH'D  BARD, 
THOS.  JOHNSTON, 
JNO.  SCOTT, 
JOHN  MARTIN  * 
Directed, 

His  Excellency,  the  President,  &  Supreme  Executive  Council  ct 
Penn*. 


Resolution  of  Congress,  1788. 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled. 

June  24tb,  1788. 

On  a  Report  of  the  Board  of  Treasury  to  whom  was  referred  » 
Letter  of  Andrew  Dunscomb,  Esq.,  Commissioner  of  the  State  of 
Virginia  for  settling  their  sccounts  with  the  United  States,  addressed 
to  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  of  the  said  State,  and  dated  on  ^^ 
23d  of  May  last. 

Resolved,  That  the  several  States  be  allowed  three  months  in 
addition  to  the  time  limited  by  the  ordinance  of  the  7  May,  178T} 
for  exhibiting  to  the  said  district  Commissioners  their  respective 
accounts  against  the  United  States;   and  that  three  months  he 

*  See  Proclamation.— Co\.  B.^<i.,  XV,  ;i.  487. 
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ded  to  the  twelve  tnonths  mentioned  in  the  said  Ordinance  for 
rminatinff  the  GommisBion  of  the  said  district  Commissioners. 
Beaolyedi  That  the  several  States  be  authorised  to  transmit  to  the 
sonntant  of  the  Treasury,  the  Commissioner  of  Army  aooounts, 
1  to  the  General  Board  of  Commissioners  to  be  appointed  in  per- 
ince  of  the  ordinance  of  the  7  May,  1787y  such  additional 
lehers  or  other  Testimony  as  they  may  think  necessary  to  support 
f  claims  by  them  exhibited  to  the  respective  officers  aforesaid ; 
»vided  the  same  be  transmitted  at  least  six  months  previous  to  the 
mination  of  the  office  of  the  General  Board,  as  fixed  by  the 
linance  above  mentioned. 

CHA.  THOMSON, 

Scc'y. 


PORT  ON  Letter  op  Comm'rs  on  Accounts  ViRaiNiA, 
TO  Congress,  1788. 

rhe  Commissioners  of  the  Board  of  Treasury  to  whom  it  was  re- 
ed to  report  on  a  Letter  of  Andrew  Dunscomb,  Esquire,  Com-  ' 
ioncr  of  the  State  of  Virginia  for  settling  accounts  with  tho  | 
'ed  States  addressed  to  His  Kxcellency  tho  Governor  of  the  said  1 
t,  and  dated  on  the  23d  of  May  last.  j 

eavo  to  Report  to  Congress : 

it  the  object  of  the  said  Letter  is  to  show  that  the  term  limited 
)  ordinance  of  the  seventh  of  May,  1787,  for  exhibiting  the 
ts  of  the  several  states  against  the  United  States  is  not  in  the 
Virginia  sufficiently  extensive  to  ensure  Justice  to  the  State 
nplianco  with  tho  Views  of  Congress.  « 

Ike  support  of  this  opinion  it  is  alledged  by  tho  Commis* 
— First. — That  in   ascertaining    the   Claims  arising  from 
I  paid,  and  advances  made  for  the  recruiting  service,  tho 
loner  of  the  district  requires  tho  following  proofs,  vis : 
oeipt  of  tho  soldier  for  bis  Bounty,  and  That  of  an  officer 
eruit  or  a  Mustor  Roll  proving  his  Enlistment. 
\efle  Evidences  cannot  in  any  one  instance  bo  applied  to 
•t  of  those  claims ;  that  is  the  whole  of  the  above  proofs 
>ro  that  in  his  opinion,  the  State  of  Virginia  will  bo  ex- 
possible  loss  unless  sho  has  power  to  call  the  recmitiog 
account  and  the  officer  receiving  such  recruits  for  his 
)livcry. 

le  Board  beg  leave  to  observe : 

oes  not  appear  by  any  documents  whatsoever  in  this 
Dy  such  proofs  as  Mr.  Dunscomb  states  Via^e  \«fcTi  ic^ 
•  Cowwkilonors  of  tho  district,  whose  BoVe  Ol\xI^  Vu  >Xiv^ 
14* 
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respect  is  to  reoeive  and  forward  to  the  Commissioner?  of  Amy 
AcconntSy  the  accounts  &  vouchers  falling  under  the  above  des(»ip- 
tion  and  not  to  Judge  of  the  Evidence  adduced  in  support  of  such 
expenditures. 

That  on  the  contrary  the  only  matter  in  difference  betwixt  the 
Commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  United  States^  and  the  State 
Commissioners  appears  to  be  the  form  of  the  descriptive'  acknow- 
ledgment to  be  eiven  to  the  State  for  the  papers  above  mentioned, 
pre^i)us  to  their  being  forwarded  to  the  office  of  the  Commissioner 
of  Army  accounts,  this  will  appear  by  the  Letters  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  United  States  marked  A  and  B  together  with  their 
enclosures  No.  1  and  6  accompanying  this  report. 

With  respect  to  the  power  of  the  state  to  call  for  the  proofs  stated 
by  the  district  commissioners  the  board  presume  no  doubt  can  be 
entertained,  neither  can  the  term  limited  by  the  ordinance  for  ex- 
hibiting the  above  accounts,  preclude  the  possibility  of  attaining  the 
requisite  evidence. — ^Because, 

In  the  first  place :  Although  a  term  is  fixed  for  exhibiting  the 
above  accounts  no  period  is  determined  only  by  the  ordinance  for  the 
duration  of  the  office  of  the  commissioner  of  army  accounts,  whose 
duty  it  is  to  examine  the  same. 

The  presumption  is  that  this  office  is  intended  to  exist  during  the 
time  fixed  for  the  Commission  of  the  General  Board,  which  agree- 
ably to  the  ordinance  is  extended  to  eighteen  months  from  the  period 
at  which  they  enter  on  the  duties  of  their  office.  In  the  examina- 
tion of  the  accounts  which  are  submitted  to  the  cognisance  of  the 
commissioner  of  Army  accounts,  he  will  of  course  point  out  the  re- 
quisite evidence  to  the  several  states,  who  will  have  sufficient  time 
to  adopt  tho  necessary  measures  for  procuring  the  same  in  all  in- 
stances where  it  cannot  be  procured.  And  Because  In  those  instances 
where  it  cannot  bo  procured,  the  accounts,  ^although  not  passed  by 
the  Commissioner  of  Army  accountp,)  are  still  liable  to  be  exhibited 
under  the  head  of  equitable  claims  to  the  General  Board  of  Com- 
missioners, who  are  authorised  to  admit  in  support  thereof,  such 
circumstantial  proof  as  they  shall  Judge  proper  and  to  settle  the 
same  on  equitable  principles. 

The  second  reason  offered  by  the  State  Commissioner  is  That  in 
ascertaining  the  pay  and  depreciation  of  pay  of  the  State  Quota  of 
Continental  troops ;  the  Muster-rolls  it  is  said  are  necessary  to  a8cc^ 
tain  the  time  of  service ;  and  an  account  properly  stated  and  attested 
with  a  Certificate  of  a  field  officer  to  that  of  each  non-commissioned 
officer  and  private  together  with  a  receipt  for  the  sum  paid. 

That  almost  in  every  instance  the  essential  parts  of  this  evideDce 
is  wanting ;  that  no  register  of  tho  certificates  issued  by  the  state 
for  tho  above  purpose  can  be  procured ;  and  that  of  course  the 
whole  of  those  claims  will  be  affected  to  tho  great  injury  of  the 
State;  unless  she  has  an  opportunity  of  procuring  testimony  tkt^ 


win  prove  Imt  Right  to  oredit  for  the  above  tdtamoeB,  ini*  trhieh 
OABliot  poiiiUy  be  obteined  in  the  limited  dine* 

The  tbM  reupon  is,  ^at  fai  edvenoes  to  the  HiKtia,  t^M  {iroeAi 
denanded  are  the  authority  of  Ooapeta  for  eallteg  them  oat  tlie 
erideiioe  of  an  ofloer  of  the  United  Statee,  that  they  weie  in  atftaal 
•ervioe  with  atteeted  Rolls,  and  reeeipts  for  payment. 

That  few  of  the  Militia  aoeonnta  of  the  State  rf  Yifginia  hate 
the  aanotioa  of  the  llrat  of  these  proofo  that  many  of  them  want  the 
asoond  and  third  and  all  of  them  the  last ;  and  further  that  there  ia 
■o  register  on  Bntry  of  the  amoant  lamed. 

That  these  deficiencies  will  naturally  produce  a  oonsidMsble  Lees 
to  the  stale,  unless  they  have  time  to  prove  indubitably  the  asoond 
nd  third  points  which  will  aid  the  otheia. 

To  these  reasons  it  will  be  observed  by  Gongressthattfae  vsmattai 
made  by  this  board  on  the  first  article  will  equally  afyply ;  to  whieh 
it  may  be  added  that  if  the  defieienoy  of  voueben  is  sueh  as  the 
State  Commissioner  ia  certain  instances  sets  forth,  no  estsnsion  of 
time  will  in  all  probability  enable  the  state  to  supply  sueh  evidence 
as  will  authorise  the  same  being  admitted  by  any  other  authority 
than  that  of  the  Oeneral  Board.  It  is,  however,  to  be  presumed 
that  the  Stote  will  be  able  to  famish  a  Register  of  the  Oertificatos 
issued  hY  the  State  for  pay  and  depredation  of  pay  to  their  quota 
of  the  Oontinontal  Army,  and  for  the  pay  of  the  Militia;  lor 
although  in  the  original  issue  of  such  Certifioates  no  Registers  may 
haTO  Men  establisbod  and  nreserved ;  an  abstract  of  the  same  may 
in  all  probability  be  formed  by  examining  the  payments  of  Interest 
made  on  the  same  for  some  years  past  at  the  Treasuiy  of  the  State. 

The  fourth  reason  assigned  by  the  State  Commissioner  is,  That 
in  the  delivery  of  supplies  on  the  specific  requisitions,  the  officers 
appointed  to  execute  that  business  did  not  conform  to  the  rsgula- 
tioDS  prescribed  by  the  resolve  of  the  25th  of  February,  1780,  for 
that  instead  of  giving  an  evidence  of  supply  in  an  intelligible  man* 
ner  divination  is  often  necessary  to  comprehend  their  inteatioas 
and  therefore  that  unless  time  is  allowed  to  prove  the  right  of 
persons  receiving  such  specific  supplies  of  provisions  from  tho 
United  States,  the  one-half  of  the  aooounts  under  this  head  must  be 
Lost 

On  this  objection  the  board  beg  leave  to  observe :— That  although 
the  time  is  limited  for  exhibiting  the  said  accounts  at  the  office  of 
the  Treasury,  yet  in  such  iLstanoes  when  the  vouchers  ofiered  in 
rapport  thereof  are  not  sufficient,  the  State  will  have  an  opportunity 
ef  corroborating  their  claims  by  such  additional  evidence  as  the 
aeeounlant  of  the  Treasury  shall  on  an  eacamination  Judge  neoessary, 
k  that  in  all  events,  (as  in  the  case  of  every  other  claim,)  the  supplies 
«ot  admitted  at  the  Treasury  for  want  of  regular  vouchers,  may  be 
exhibited  to  the  General  Board  of  Oommissionen,  and  at  their  dia- 
«etiott  allowed  under  the  Head  of  equitable  dlaima. 

The  las^iWMii  offered  bj  Ibe  frmmisniwtff  ia  lo  aaLynjapl  tiuil^ 
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the  board  aro  not  certain  that  they  oan  form  any  definite  idea  of  his 
meaning.  It  appears  to  be  this,  That  in  claims  arising  in  the  Staff 
or  marine  departments  from  the  want  of  vouchers  of  receipt  bj  or 
delivery  to  an  ofiBcer  of  the  United  States,  and  proofs  of  the  cost 
and  payment  of  articles  delivered,  it  will  be  impossible  to  support 
this  class  of  accounts  in  the  expected  manner,  that  this  failure  in 
proof  is  imputable  to  the  Loss  of  papers,  and  therefore  that  more 
time  is  necessary  for  explaining  defective  entries  and  vouchers  and 
obtaining  receipts  for  payment  or  such  other  evidence  as  the  State 
Commissioner  has  or  may  apply  for  to  prove  the  advance  or  service 
necessary. 

For  the  examination  of  this  class  of  accounts  the  Board  observe 
that  a  further  term  of  time  may  be  perhaps  necessary,  because  they 
&11  properly  under  the  cognizance  of  the  district  Commissioner 
whose  decision  on  such  as  he  may  pass  (so  far  as  it  respects  the 
validity  of  evidence)  is  conclusive. 

It  appears  however  from  the  description  of  the  State  of  said 
accounts  and  from  a  consideration  of  the  number  of  years  which  hss 
elapsed  since  a  Commissioner  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  was 
appointed  to  examine  the  same  that  there  is  little  or  no  probability 
that  the  greatest  part  of  them  can  ever  be  past  by  the  district  Com- 
missioners for  want  of  the  necessary  vouchers  in  which  case  they 
must  ef  course  be  brought  under  the  head  of  equitAbie  claims — to 
support  which  (as  has  been  before  observed)  sufficient  time  is  cer- 
tainly allowed  to  the  States.  The  Board  beg  leave  therefore  to 
suggest  whether  an  early  appointment  of  the  General  Commissionen 
will  not  be  adviseable.  Accounts  from  some  of  the  States  have 
already  been  transmitted  to  this  office  and  that  of  the  Commissioner 
of  army  accounts  and  more  may  be  daily  expected. 

The  Board  have  judged  it  necessary  to  be  thus  particular  on  the 
remark  of  the  State  Commissioner  because  he  docs  not  appear  to 
have  rightly  understood  the  ordinance  for  settling  the  accounts  of 
the  United  States  with  the  several  States  perhaps  it  may  be  judged 
proper  to  extend  generally  for  a  few  months  the  duration  in  office  of 
the  district  Commissioners  since  in  other  States  whose  accounts  are 
in  all  probability  in  a  more  regular  form  than  those  of  Virginia  the 
Commissioners  will  not  within  the  term  limitted  bo  able  to  decide 
on  all  such  claims  as  come  under  their  immediate  cognisance.  This 
extension  ought  not  however  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board  to  exceed 
a  space  of  three  months. 

A  speedy  adjustment  of  all  accounts  betwixt  the  several  States 
and  the  Union  on  equal  and  liberal  principles  is  of  the  highest 
moment  to  the  peace  and  welfare  of  the  Confederacy  it  is  therefore 
to  be  regretted  that  any  difference  of  sentiment  should  have  taken 
place  betwixt  the  Commissioners,  as  to  the  form  of  the  descriptive 
acknowledgements  to  be  given  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  for 
the  accounts  which  arc  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Treasury  office  and 
thAt  of  the  Commissioner  of  axm^  aficoTOiVv 
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The  Boftttl  pretnme  that  it  ooold  nerdr  hare  been  in  the  dotttem- 
pbtion  of  OoDgrew— that  any  more  than  a  Oeneral  dettriptm 
eelmowlegemeQt  of  the  reeeipt  of  raoh  aeoeunta  ahonld  have  been 
giren  beMnae  a  minute  deaoription  (such  aa  b  expeoted  by  the  nid 
Commiaaioner)  wookl  neoeaaarilj  emploji  the  whole  time  of  the 
diatiiel  Gommiaaionera  and  an  anlimited  number  of  Olerka  to  com- 
pleie  the  aame,  Beaidea  the  aame  buaineaa  moat  again  be  gone  through 
hj  the  officer  who  ia  authorized  by  the  ordinanoe  to  examine  and 
a^joat  the  aaid  aoeounta. 

That  thia  ia  the  true  meamng  of  the  ordinanoe  may  be  inferred 
aot  only  from  the  reaaona  above  atated  but  from  the  oonatmotioa  put 
.  on  il  by  thoae  Stitea  whoae  aeoonnta  haye  been  forwarded  to  the 
Treaanry  and  offioe  of  Commiaaioner  pf  army  aeoonnta  without 
iaaiating  on  any  other  than  a  Oeneral  deaoripUTe  aekaowled^iement 
It  ia  therefore  to  be  expected  that  the  State  of  Viiginia  will  on  a 
mature  ofinaideration  agree  to  the  aame  mine  eapeciany  aa  thev  will 
obaerfo  in  the  remarks  made  in  thia  report  that  the  State  will  atiU 
haTO  it  in  their  power  to  supply  evidence  to  Buoh  cbdma  aa  may  now 
bo  exhibited. 

The  reaaon  which  appears  to  be  assigned  for  the  minute  description 
required  by  their  Commissioner  is  an  apprehension  of  the  Loss  of 
the  whole  or  part  of  the  accounts  and  vouchers  delivered  to  be  for- 
warded but  if  a  receipt  is  given  by  the  district  Commissioners  on 
abatraeta  apecifying  under  a  Oeneral  Caption  the  several  disburse- 
ments made  by  the  state  on  account  of  the  United  States  together 
with  the  date  and  amount  of  payment  and  the  description  or  name  of 
the  Corpa  (xr  party  receiving  the  same  such  an  acknowledgement  muat 
be  aurely  considered  as  sufficiently  descriptive,  because  the  same 
description  cannot,  apply  to  any  other  papers,  and  therefore  if  any 
Loaa  should  happen  to  Uiem  (after  they  are  thus  receipted  for  by  the 
Commiaaioner  of  the  United  States)  they  must  it  is  presumed  be 
eonsidered  aa  proper  vouchors  unless  the  Union  should  i>e  able  to 
ahew  the  Contrary.  This  opinion  is  warranted  by  the  conduct  of 
Congreaa  in  their  resolve  of  the  third  of  June,  1784,  relative  to 
certain  accounts  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  some  of  the  vouchers 
to  which  had  been  Lost  after  they  were  Lodged  with  an  officer  of 
the  United  States. 

On  the  whole  the  Board  beg  leave  to  suggest  to  the  consideration 

of  Congress  whether  as  the  ordinanoe  of  the  7th  of  May  last  ^so  far 

u  it  Respects  the  rights  of  the  States  to  furnish  additional  evidence 

in  support  of  their  Claims  after  the  same  are  transmitted  to  the 

offioe  of  the  Treasury  and  that  of  the  Commissioner  of  army  accounts) 

does  not  appear  to  be  well  understood  it  would  not  be  adviseablo 

to  pass  some  resolve  expressive  of  the  senoe  of  Congress  in  this 

iwpect,  and  further  to  make  it  expressly  the  duty  of  the  Commis- 

; ;       BioDcrs  to  point  out  from  time  to  time  to  the  several  States  such 

,[       iddition  vouchers  or  other  Testimony  as  in  their  oi^imoxi  \nA.^\)ft 

I       nqaisite  to  npjH^  their  juat  CUimB  againat  the  Uulou. 
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If  these  tDeasm-es  are  adopted  and  the  anthoritj  and  doties  of  the 
district  Commissioners  extended  to  nine  instead  of  six  months  (for 
the  reasons  stated  in  this  report)  the  United  States  in  Congran  will, 
in  the  opinion  of  this  Board  give  an  additional  proof  of  their  rinoere 
and  anxious  desire  to  make  a  final  adjustment  of  all  aeoonnts  betwixt 
the  several  states  and  the  Union  on  equal  and  liberal  principles. 

For  this  purpose  the  Board  submit  to  the  consideration  of  Gongres 
the  following  Resolves,  viz. 

Resolved,  That  the  authority  and  duties  of  the  district  Commis- 
sioners appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  ordinance  of  Confess  of  the 
seventh  of  May,  1787,  be  continued  for  the  space  of  nine  months 
after  they  have  severally  entered  on  the  duties  of  their  Commission 
any  thing  in  the  aforesaid  ordinance  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Resolved,  That  the  several  States  be  authorised  to  transmit  to  t^ 
accountant  of  the  Treasury  the  Commissioner  of  army  aocoonto 
and  the  General  Board  of  Commissioners  (to  be  appointed  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  ordinance  of  the  seventh  of  May,  1787,)  such  additional 
vouchers  or  other  testimony  as  they  may  think  necessary  to  support 
any  Claims  by  them  exhibited  to  the  respective  officers  aforesaid, 
provided  the  same  be  transmitted  within  three  month  previous  to  the 
Termination  of  the  office  of  the  Qeneral  Board  of  Commissioners  as 
fixed  by  the  ordinance  above  mentioned,  and  further  that  it  be  the 
duty  of  the  respective  officers  to  point  out  to  the  several  States  it 
any  period  within  twelve  months  from  the  date  of  this  act  such 
additional  vouchers  or  other  Testimony  as  in  the  progress  of  exami- 
nation shall  appear  necessary  to  support  any  just  or  equitable  clains 
which  the  States  may  have  respectively  exhibited  against  the  Unioo. 

Resolved,  As  the  sense  of  this  Congress  that  the  peace  and  welfare 
of  the  Confederacy  are  deeply  interested  in  a  speedy  and  fiul 
adjustment  of  all  accounts  betwixt  the  several  States  and  the  United 
States  and  therefore  that  it  would  not  be  adviseable  to  make  any 
further  continuation  of  the  office  of  the  district  commissioners  than 
what  is  prescribed  by  the  foregoing  Resolves.  All  which  is  hmnbl; 
submitted. 

(Signed,)  SAMUEL  OSGOOD, 

WALTER  LIVINGSTON, 
ARTHUR  LEK, 
June  23rd,  1788. 
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SwBXTART  or  Congress  to  Pres.  Franklin,  1788. 

(Circular.) 
Office  of  Secretary  of  CoDgresSi 

June  24th,  1788. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  vour  Ezcellenoj  herewith  en- 
osed  an  act  passed  this  day  by  the  United  States  in  Congress 
isembled  granting  farther  time  to  the  states  for  exhibiting  to  the 
strict  Commissioners  their  respective  aoconnts  against  the  United 
tates,  and  for  sending  on  the  vouchers  or  other  testimony  to  sup- 
»rt  the  same. 

with  the  greatest  respect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 
your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  & 

most  humble  servant, 
CHA.  THOMSON  * 

His  Excellency,  The  President  of  Pensylvania. 


John  Nicholson  to  Pres.  Franklin,  1788. 

Comptr.  Genrs  office,  26th  June,  1788. 

Q  Ordinance  was  passed  the  7th  of  May,  1787,  for  settling  the 

inta  of  thid  Stutc  with  the  United  States.     John  White  Esq'r, 

f  pointed  under  this  OrdinaDco  to  state  &  examine  the  accounts 

snnsylvania,  Delaware  &  Maryland   respectively  against   the 

\,  he  entered  on  the  business  of  his  appointment  in  Maryland 

first  of  July  followiDg,  and  agreeable  to  the  said  Ordinance, 

totice  to  the  Executive  and  proceeded  on  the  business  of  his 

tment  with  this  State  the  firtit  of  August,  1787,  by  the  afore- 

linance  the  states  were  restricted  to  six  months  for  exhibiting 

r  claims  to  the  Bix'id  Commissioner  as  much  as  possible  was 

prepare  not  only  for  exhibiting  the  Claims  of  this  state,  but 

orting  and  substantiating  the  same  with  proper  vouchers, 

^eatest  assiduity  and  attention  was  paid  to  the  business  by 

ie  while  here,  and  when  he  was  obliged  to  leave  the  City 

to  Delaware  and  Maryland  on  the  other  objects  of  his 

9nt,  he  left  an  assistant  behind  him  constantly  employed 

>resaid  business.     When  the  first  of  Feb'v  last  was  ap- 

I  found  the  accounts  could  not  possibly  uo  ai\  ie;Ti^<^x^ 

*  See  Col,  Rec,  XV.,  p.  480. 
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in  form  by  the  end  of  six  months,  and  a  day  or  two  before  that 
period  in  order  to  secure  the  State  from  disability  to  bring  forward 
her  charges  against  the  Union,  I  took  him  to  the  different  apart- 
ments of  the  office,  and  showing  him  the  books,  papers  &  Vouchers, 
made  a  general  exhibition  to  him  of  all  claims  against  tbo  Union, 
specifying  their  nature  in  general  terms,  so  as  to  cover  all  debts 
assumed  to  be  paid,  or  for  which  this  State  is  responsible,  the 
residue  of  the  time  to  the  present  period  hath  been  occupied  in 
arranging  and  stating  the  accounts,  examining  them  &  preparing  for 
a  surrender  of  the  Vouchers,  but  the  aforesaid  ordinanoe  limits  Mr. 
White's  appointment  to  twelve  months,  and  altho'  I  had  conceived 
we  had  yet  till  the  first  of  August  agreeable  thereunto,  Mr.  White 
is  of  opinion  that  the  twelve  months  terminate  the  first  of  July, 
which  will  be  on  Monday  next,  for  by  the  words  of  the  Ordinance  it 
commences  when  he  enters  upon  the  duties  of  his  appointment,  and 
he  conceives  that  to  be  when  he  began  in  Maryland  about  a  month 
before  he  came  to  this  place,  this  is  however  not  very  material,  for 
one  month  more  would  be  wholly  insufficient  to  compleat  the 
business. 

I  conceive  the  object  Congress  had  in  view  was  to  expedite  the 
settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  several  States,  a  mobt  desirable 
object,  and  not  to  exclude  any  just  claim  if  no  unnecessary  delay 
hath  arisen  in  presenting  it,  and  that  if  the  time  limited  should  be 
so  short  as  to  make  it  impracticable  within  it  to  get  thro'  the  business 
in  such  States  whore  the  accounts  are  large,  multiplied  and  vola- 
minous  they  will  prolong  the  time,  and  as  this  is  the  case  with 
Penn'a,  the  different  Boards,  houses  &  public  bodies  of  which  have 
been  more  immediately  concerned  in  carrying  into  execution  the 
Kesolvos  of  Congress  than  in  any  other  State,  I  conceive  that  Hod- 
orable  body  will  upon  representation  readily  agree  to  do  that  justice  to 
this  Commonwealth.   This  state  hath  to  account  for  the  expenditure 
&  application  of  upwards  of  the  value  of  two  million  dollars  speeie 
advanced  her  for  the  purposes  of  the  United  States  from  the  Con- 
tinental Treasury,  while  the  other  States  upon  an  average  have  little 
more  than  ono-fourth  of  that  sum  to  account  for,  so  that  it  must 
require  more  time,  attention  &  application  to  settle  the  acoounte  of 
Penn'a  than  of  any  other  Statoin  the  Union.     Altho'  I  have  used 
every  effort  to  bring  to  a  settlement  and  close  all  accounts  where 
advances  have  been  made  by  this  State  on  account,  to  be  disbursed 
for  expcnces  of  a  foederal  nature,  they  arc  not  yet  oomplcated,  hot 
there  need  not  &  will  not  be  any  delay  caused  on  this  head,  whilst 
they  are  coming  in ;  there  is  business  sufficient  ready  to  be  pro- 
ceeded with,  the  Continental  table  of  depreciation  is  so  constructed| 
as  to  make  the  reduction  of  a  multitude  of  small  and  broken  sums 
to  specie  value  thereby  a  difficult  and  tedious  task,  and  the  calcak' 
tiou  of  the  Interest  upon  these  several  sums  from  the  date  of  pay- 
ment up  to  a  certain  period  will  require  not  only  time  but  great 
accuracy.     The  number  of  i\ic^Q  eu\v^\x\^\i\c>\i^  ^wd  aums  arc  almost 
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iDfioite,  and  I  shoold  suppose  with  the  greatest  diligence  thej  ean 
not  be  got  thro'  in  less  than  nine  months  more. 

I  have  thought  it  would  be  advisable  to  make  this  representation, 
that  yoar  Honorable  Board  may  if  it  should  be  deemed  proper  apply 
to  the  Congress  for  a  prolongation  of  the  appointment  of  Mr.  White* 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  very  great  respeot 

Sir,  your  most  obed.  servant, 

JNO.  NICHOLSON. 
Directed, 

His  Ezoellenoy,  The  President  in  Council. 


Lt.  Col.  Josiah  Harmab  to  V,  P.  Muhlenberg,  1788. 

Fort  Harmar,  June  30th,  1788. 
Sir, 

I  had  the  honour  to  address  Council  on  the  24th  April*  from  Fort 
Pitt  upon  the  subject  of  the  Treasurer  of  PeDDsylvania's  three  drafts 
on  the  County  Treasurers  of  Westmoreland,  Washington  &  Fayette, 
for  monies  ror  the  recruiting  service,  &  to  inform  your  honorable 
body  that  there  was  a  likelihood  of  obtainiog  nothing  but  the  paper 
currency  for  tbcm,  &  at  the  same  time  praying  that  some  other 
arrangements  might  speedily  be  made  in  order  to  obtain  specie,  as 
paper  would  not  answer  the  purpose. 

Since  which  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  two  Letters  from 
the  hon'ble,  the  Vice  PrcsidcDt  in  Council,  the  one  dated  the  18th 
April,  the  other  the  16th  May  last-l — The  former  enclosed  our  State 
Commissions — ^The  latter,  I  observe,  desires  that  the  final  determi- 
nation on  the  rank  of  Ensigns  Denny  &  Spear  may  remain  suspended 
until  I  have  an  opportunity  to  lay  the  several  pretensions  before  the 
Board. 

Respecting   the  dispute  of  Hank   between   these  Gentlemen,  a 
Board   of  officers  was  convened   a  twelvemonth   ago,  in  order  to 
determine  it,  I  did  not  cbuse  to  give  my  opinion  at  that  time  con- 
cerning it,  but  referred  the  proceedings  to  the  Secretary  at  War, 
who  was  pleased  to  decide  in  favor  of  Ensign  Spear ;    upon  this 
principle,  that  Ensign  Denny  could  not  by  virtue  of  his  one  year's 
Bcrvice  (which   was  considered   as  militia  Rank,  from  the  Act  of 
Congress  of  the  3d  June,  1784)  take  rank  of  Ensign  Spear,  whose 
ntak  was  derived  from  Continental  service.     In  consequence  of  this 
decision  of  the  Secretary  at  War,  orders  have  long  since  been  Issued 
by  me  at  this  post,  announcing  Ensign  Spear  as  the  Senior  officer. 

I  have  been  informed  that  Captain  Ziegler  is  oontealing  ia.wV  nr\>\v 
Ciptain  Ferguson.    The  same  principle  which  deoidea  tViQ  ttiu>L  ^1 

*  Page  270.  \  Vm^^Xl. 
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Eosigo  Denny  &  Ensign  Spear,  I  presume  shoold  operate  in  the 
case  of  Capt.  Ferguson  &  Cupt.  Zicgler.  The  Quere  ia  whether  the 
one  year's  service  was  Militia  or  Continental  rank  t  If  Coanoil 
should  be  of  Opinion  that  the  one  year's  servioe  was  Militia  ranki 
Capt  Ferguson  is  undoubtedly  Senior  to  Captain  Ziegler. 

As  the  right  of  finally  judging  upon  this  case  rests  with  yoor 
hoDo'ble  Body,  I  beg  leave  to  offer  the  following  observations. 

Captain  Ferguson  is  now  absent  at  post  Yincennes,  and  perhaps 
has  not  in  Council  one  friend  to  advocate  his  cause.  He  is  an 
officer  of  distinguished  &  superior  abilities  in  the  Artillery  depart- 
ment. The  consequence  will  be  that  if  Captain  Ziegler  obtains 
Hank  of  him  ho  will  instantly  resign,  which  will  be  a  loss  not  only 
to  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  but  to  the  States  in  general.  I  question 
very  much  whether  an  officer  of  equal  abilities  of  his  grade,  &  in  his 
line,  can  be  furnished  by  any  State  in  the  Union. 

Doctor  John  M'Dowell  has  resiimed  his  oonunission  on  the  Ist 
instant.  The  surgeon's  mate,  Richard  Allison,  is  fully  qualified,  I 
believe,  to  succeed  him. 

There  will  be  a  vacancy  now  for  a  Surgeon's  mate  from  our  State. 
Doctor  Scott,  the  surgeon's  mate  of  the  Jersey  quota,  begs  me  to  • 
recommend  a  friend  of  his,  Mr.  John  F.  Carmichael,  (a  native  of 
Pennsylvania.)  I  have  no  knowledge  of  the  young  Gentleman,  bat 
from  Dr.  Scott's  representation,  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  him  to 
fill  the  vacancy,  provided  the  hon'ble  Council  thinks  it  properi  and 
has  no  other  person  in  view. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

With  the  highest  Esteem  &  respect, 
Your  most  h'blo  &  obt.  Serv't, 

JOS.  HARMAB, 
Lt.  Col.  Com.  1st  U.  S.  Beg. 
Dirretcdf 

The  honorable  P.  Muhlenberg,  Esq.,  Vice  President  in  Comol, 
Pennsylvania. 


Council  to  Gtovs.  of  New  Jersey  and  New  York,  1788. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  July  2d,  1788. 
Sir, 

Having  reoetved  undoubted  information  from  the  County  ^ 
Luscrne,  in  our  state,  that  limothy  Pickering,  Esq.,  the  Prothono' 
tury,  was  in  the  night  of  the  26th  ultimo  Violently  taken  outof  bi0 
Louao  hj  persons  unknown,  \)c\u£  ^tjauX.^^  \^^\\i^>sx^'^^ti\vd  as  they 
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will  probably  elude  the  puTsuit  of  a  party  of  tbe  inhabitants  by 
passing  into  yonr  State,  we  request  your  Ezcellenc/s  aid  and 
aotbority  may  be  interposed  for  apprehending  and  bringing  the 
Villains  to  jostioe. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  great  Respect, 

Your  obedient  and  very  humble  Seryanty 
BENJAMIN  FEANKLIN, 
President, 
riis  Excellency  the  Goycmor  of  New  Jersey,  and  His  Excellency 
the  Governor  of  New  York.* 


Nathan  Dknison  to  Sec'y  Biddlb,  1788, 

Kington,  the  8th  of  July,  1788. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  have  to  inform  you  that  I  received  your  letter  of  the  first  of 
this  instant,  and  give  my  harty  thanks  for  your  attention  to  the 
ifiiaurs  of  this  Settlement.  I  have  only  to  inform  jou  that  I  do  not 
think  so  much  of  the  plan  of  the  insurgent  Now  as  I  Did  at  the 
time  that  Mr.  Elicut  left  us,  as  there  is  but  Eighteen  that  have  been 
active  in  that  party  as  yet,  that  we  Can  find  out.  Would  not  trouble 
yon  With  a  long  account  of  afifairs,  but  for  particulars  must  refer 
you  to  a  general  letter  to  Council  for  the  information  of  What  has 
turned  up  with  us  Since  Wc  rote  last.  Picas  to  give  my  compliments 
to  Col.  Kcddick  and  Col.  Decn,  and  except  the  same  your  Sel£ 
From  your  frind  and  Humble  Servent, 

NATHAN  DENISON. 
Dirtcfedf 
Tbe  Honrable  Charles  Biddle,  Philadelphia. 


Deposition  of  Andrew   Ellicott  Relative  to  Timothy 
Pickering,  1788, 

June  8th,  1788. 
This  day  I  arrived  at  Tyoga.  I  found  the  inhabitants  up  the 
^▼er  above  Wyoming,  (with  few  exceptions,)  disaffected  to  the 
Jorifidiction  of  Pennsylvaoia,  and  anxious  for  the  liberation  of  Mr. 
John  Franklin.  At  Tunchannock  I  found  a  number  of  people 
'Mcmbled  in  a  riotous  manner  about  the  House  of  a  Sit. "iil^jJi^vi^  ^ 

*  See  Col.  Bee.,  Vol  XV.,  p.  484,  480. 
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they  had  taken  off  the  Roof  of  his  Hoiue,  and  were  preparing  to 
level  it  with  the  ground,  which  they  efieoted  before  night.  From 
my  appearance  they  supposed  me  to  be  a  Traveler,  and  enquired 
from  what  part  of  the  Country  I  came,  I  informed  them  from  Philsr 
delphia ;  they  then  requested  information  rektive  to  the  liberation 
of  Col.  Franklin,  as  they  were  pleased  to  call  him,  I  gave  them  all 
the  satisfaction  I  could,  and  closed  my  relation  with  observing  that 
I  believed  they  gave  him  a  military  Title  to  which  he  had  no  claim. 
They  answered  that  a  free  people  had  a  right  to  appoint  their  own 
commandant.  I  advised  them  to  submit  to  the  Jurisdiction  of  Penn- 
sylvania, but  they  treated  the  advice  with  contempt 

At  Mishopping  I  found  one  Mr.  Dudlev  and  his  sons  violently 
opposed  to  the  Laws  and  Jurisdiction  of  this  State. 

At  Tyoga  I  could  plainly  perceive  the  disposition  of  the  people  in 
favour  of  Franklin  and  the  half  Share  rights. 

On  the  17th  I  was  informed  that  a  plan  was  just  ready  for  execu- 
tion that  would  throw  the  County  into  confusion,  and  was  desired  to 
put  Col.  Pickering  on  his  guard.  On  the  19th  I  set  out  by  water 
for  Wyoming,  in  the  afternoon  I  stopped  at  Obediah  Gore's,  Esq., 
while  1  was  there  we  received  information  by  a  person  who  was  a 
stranger  to  me,  that  on  a  day  which  he  named,  a  meeting  (in  which 
John  Jenkins  presided)  had  been  held  down  the  river  by  the  leaders 
in  opposition  to  the  Jurisdiction  of  Pennsylvania,  in  which  it  was 
resolved  to  take  Col.  Pickering,  and  retaliate  for  the  captivity  of 
Mr.  John  Franklin ;  he  likewise  informed  us  that  the  day  preceding 
this  meeting,  John  Jenkins  passed  chiefly  at  Col.  Butler's.  On  the 
22  I  arrived  at  Col.  Pickering's,  and  gave  him  all  the  information 
1  could  relative  to  the  state  of  affairs  up  the  River,  and  the  general 
disposition  of  the  People — he  would  not  give  any  credit  to  that  part 
of  the  information  respecting  the  determination  to  take,  and 
retaliate  on  him  for  the  imprisonment  of  Franklin.  On  the 
26th,  in  the  evening,  between  the  hours  of  11  and  12  o'clock,  Mrs. 
Pickering  sent  a  person  to  inform  me  that  a  number  of  armed  men, 
painted  like  Indians,  had  a  few  minutes  before  entered  their  House, 
made  her  Husband  prisoner,  pinnioncd  him  and  carried  him  off; 
immediately  after  receiving  this  information  I  went  and  alarmed 
Col.  Butler  and  Cap.  Schott.  On  the  27th,  about  10  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  Cap.  Schott  followed  the  Insurgents  with  18  Horse  Men: 
by  10  o'clock  in  the  morning  about  140  of  the  Militia  were  oolleotea 
at  Wilksborough ;  and  on  the  28th,  about  9  o'clock  in  the  morniog, 
28  of  the  Militia  were  sent  off.  In  the  evening  Capt.  Schott  returned 
with  the  Horse  Hen,  after  advancing  within  7  miles  of  7  of  the 
Insurgents — the  same  evening  10  of  the  Militia  also  returned.  On 
the  29th,  in  the  evening,  the  remaining  18  Militia  returned,  after 
taking  two  suspicious  characters.  On  the  first  of  July  50  of  the 
Militia,  under  the  Command  of  Major  Mires  and  Cant  Ross,  set  out 
from  Mr,  John  Hollenbaok's  up  the  river  after  the  Insurgents. 
The  following  persons  oom^oae  i^uxV  qI  \}a^  \kcA^  ^1  lAaar^jents, 
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Vi* ,  John  Hjdo,  Capt.,  Daniel  Earle,  Benjamin  Earle, 

Cadj,  Wilkes  Jenkinsy  Joseph  Dudley,  Gideon  Dudley,  David  Wood- 
ward, John  Whitcomb^  Timothy  Kilbourn  and  Thomas  Kinney.* 

AND.   ELLICOTT. 
In  Council,  July  7th,  1788. 
Peraonally  appeared  Andrew  Ellicot,  Esq.,  and  declareth  on  his 
solemn  affirmation  the  foregoing  narrative  to  be  true. 
Affirmod  &  subscribed  in  presence  of 


Proclamation  to  Arrest  John  Jenkins  &c.,  1788, 

Pennsylvania,  m. 

By  the  Vice-President  and  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsyloaniaj 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  hj  depositions  taken  according  to  law,  it  appears  that 
several  evil  disposed  persons  have  coospircd  to  obstruct  the  execution 
of  the  laws  in  the  county  of  Luzerne,  and  have  violently  seized  and 
carried  off  the  person  of  Timothy  Pickering,  esquire,  an  officer  of 
government,  whom  they  still  retain  as  a  prisoner : — And  Whereas 
it  is  of  great  importance  to  the  good  people  of  this  Commonwealth 
that  such  heinous  offenders  should  be  brought  to  condign  punishment : 
— We  have  thought  fit  to  offer,  and  do  hereby  offer  a  Public  Reward  of 
Three  Hundred  Dollars  for  apprehending  and  securing  JoAnJewA;ms, 
Three  Hundred  Dollars  for  apprehending  and  securing  John  IJydc^ 
and  the  sum  of  One  Hundred  Dollars  for  apprehending  and  securing 
each  and  every  of  the  following  named   persons,  viz.   Daniel  Earl^ 

Benjamin   Early Cadi/,     Wilkes    Jenkins^   Joseph    Dudley, 

Gideon  Dudley,  David  Woodward,  John  Whitcomb,  Timuthy 
Kilburne,  and  Thomas  Kinney,  or  for  apprehending  and  securing 
any  other  persons  who  shall  be  convicted  of  aiding  and  assisting  in 
taking  off  the  said  Timothy  Pickering — the  reward  for  apprehen- 
ding and  securing  any  of  the  above  named  persons  will  be  paid  on 
their  being  deliverd  to  the  jail  of  the  county  of  Northampton  : — 
And  all  Judges,  Justices,  Sheriffs,  and  Constables  are  hereby  strictly 
enjoyed  and  required  to  make  diligent  search  and  enquiry  after,  and 
to  use  their  utmost  endeavours  to   apprehend  and  secure  the  said 

offenders,  so  that  they  may  be  dealt  with  according  to  law. 

Given   in    Council  under   the   Hand    of  the   Uonorahh  Peter 

Muhlenberg,  Esquire,  Vice-President,   and  Hie  Seal  of  the  State  at 

Philadelphia  this  eighth  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 

thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-eiyht. 

PETER  MUHLENBERG.f 
Attest  CHARLES  RIDDLE,  Secretary. 
♦  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  489 
f  from  hand  bill,  printed  in  German  aa  well  aaltof^tt^ 
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Y.  P.  MUHLBNBBBG  TO  JOSBPH   COWPBRTHWAITB,  SHERIFF. 

1788. 

Id  GouDoil^  Philadelphia  July  Sth,  1788. 
Sir,  ' 

From  a  change  of  cironmirtanoes  sinco  the  last  determinttion  of 
Council  with  regard  to  Franklin,  and  to  prevent  the  pemicioiui  eon- 
sequences  that  would  prohablj  arise  from  his  escape.  Council  re- 
quest that  the  Liberty  Franklin  at  present  enjoys  be  abridged  &  that 
you  will  be  pleased  to  direct  the  Jailer  to  take  every  pmdent 
measure  in  his  power  to  prevent  any  possibility  of  an  escape,  bat  to 
prevent  any  injury  to  the  Uealth  of  Franklin  The  Board  wi«h  he 
may  be  permitted  twice  a  week  to  enjoy  the  Benefit  of  the  air  in  the 
Jail  yard^  for  a  limited  time^  &  with  circumspection. 
I  am  Sir, 

your  very  humble  Servant, 

PETER  MUHLENBERG.* 

Directed, 

Joseph  Cowperthwaite,  Esq. 


Zebulon  Butler  &c.,  to  Pbbs,  Franklin,  1788. 

Wilkesbarre,  July  9th,  1788. 
Sir, 

As  the  Bearer,  Mr.  Wigton,f  goes  this  day  to  Philadelphia  on  bis 
own  private  business,  we  think  it  highly  expedient  by  him,  to  Id- 
form  your  Excellency  &  Council  of  the  present  situation  of  tbiB 
County. 

In   our  last,   we  informed   that  the    People  in    general,  were 
spirited   and  seem'd  determined  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  silenoe 
the  lawless  Banditti  who  committed  the  Riot  of  taking  Col.  Pick- 
ering.    In  this  we  have  to  inform  that  we  were  not  deceived     Tfao 
Militia  under  the  Command  of  the  Sheriff  repaired  near  to  the  plae^ 
where  the  Rioters  were   posted,  and  after  the  scheme  was  agreed 
upon  in  which  they  were  to  be  attacked,  Capt.  Ross  with  a  party 
of  twelve  or  fourteen  began  his  march  &  just  after  day  light  appeared 
the  next  morning,  met  the  Rioters,  gave  them   Battle  and  obli^d 
them  to  leave  the  ground.     In  the  attack  Capt.  Ross  behaved  witb 
much  intrepidity  and  Calmness,  but  had  the  mi.^fortune  of  receiving 
a  wound  through  his  arm  and  another  through  his  body.     Howefef 
we  are  happy  to  find  them  not  mortal.     By  appearances  we  hav0 
much  assurance  that  ho  will  soon  recover,  as  yet  we  have  no  c€ttai0 
intelligence  that  more  than  one  of  the  Rioters  are  woondcd,   How 
*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vo\.  XV.,  ^.  43^"^.    \  ^^^  Ibid,  403. 
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ever  it  is  to  be  believed  that  there  are  more,  how  many  we  oannot 
tell. 

After  this  amall  eDgagement  the  Militia  soon  returned.  The 
places  of  the  Rioters  resort  is  so  situated,  that  after  mature  delibera- 
tion it  was  concluded  a  smaller  body  of  Men  would  much  better 
effect  their  reduction.  Their  number  does  hot  exceed  eighteen  and 
it  is  generally  thought  and  i  ndeed  reported  that  many  of  them  are 
mooh  dissatisfied  with  the  imprudence  of  their  conduct,  and  some  of 
them  have  left  the  County.  Col.  Pickering,  by  the  remainder  of 
them  is  still  detained,  but  we  have  some  expectation  that  he  will  be 
released  by  them  in  the  course  of  the  week.  The  fathers  of  most  of 
the  Rioters  we  have  in  close  custody — Some  or  all  of  them  have  ad- 
vis'd  to  the  nefarious  plan,  and  afforded  comfort  to  the  Rioters  sinoe 
their  appearance  in  arms,  for  which  proceeding  we  think  their  libertv 
ought  to  be  restrained.  They  appear  to  be  much  affected  with 
their  confinement,  and  seem  willing  to  acknowledge  that  they  have 
been  embarked  in  a  most  glaring  enterpize.  All  possible  pains  are 
taken  to  transmit  intelligence  to  their  Children  to  release  Col.  Pick- 
ering, But  whether  they  will  do  it  or  not  immediately  we  cannot 
say.  Measures  to  oblige  them  to  it  are  now  concerting,  and  will, 
the  latter  end  of  this  week  be  carried  into  execution.  A  number  of 
Men  are  preparing  themselves  to  steal  a  march  upon  them  and  should 
the  Rioters  get  no  information  of  it  Twhich  we  imagine  they  will  not 
DO  doubt  but  they  will  fall  into  our  hands. 

Whatever  accounts  may  be  given  your  Excellency  &  Council  of 
the  inactivity  of  the  People  of  the  County  we  are  confident  they 
will  gain  no  ground  of  belief,  when  we  inform  every  thing  practi- 
cable to  be  done  has  not  been  omitted.  The  militia  have  done 
their  duty  with  chearfulness  and  stand  ready  for  the  second  Tourc. 
On  the  whole,  it  is  probable,  and  almost  morally  certain,  that  we 
shall  diisperse  the  Rioters  if  not  captivate  them  in  a  very  short  time. 
In  the  fulest  belief  of  this,  we  beg  leave  to  subscribe  ourselves  your 
Excellency's  most  obedt  and  very  humble  servants, 

ZEBN.  BUTLER, 
WM.  HOOKER  SMITH, 
LOUD  BUTLER. 
Directed, 
His  Excellency,  Bcnjm.  Franklin  Esquire,  Philadelphia. 

*  Sec  answer  July  28. 
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Commissioners  of  Luzerne  to  Prbs.  Franklin,  1788. 

Wilksbarre;  Jalj  9th,  1788. 
GcntlcmeHi 

We  have  the  Honor  to  Inform  Yon  we  arived  at  this  plaoe  on  the 
first  Instant,  &  found  the  whole  aettloment  in  motion,  on  aeo't  of 
Col.  Pickerings  being  carried  off  a  few  days  before,  bj  a  Banditr 
here  called  Halfshear  men  or  wild  Boys,  a  Detachment  of  the  Mik- 
tia  accompanied  the  Sheriff  up  the  river;  &  several  small  partiei 
were  sent  on  in  Qaest  of  the  Insurgents,  on  the  3d,  a  few  random 
shotts  ware  fired  across  the  river,  &  on  the  4th,  the  Detachment 
Commanded  by  Cap't  Ross,  consisting  of  18  men,  who  had  six  sof- 
pccted  persons  under  his  Caire,  fell  in  with  the  Insurgents  in  num- 
ber 13,  the  letter  we  are  Informed  had  several  wounded  &  ware 
Obliged  to  retire,  Cap't  Ross  was  wounded,  but  it  is  Expected  not 
Mortal.     Nothing  has  happened  since.    Mrs.  Pickering  reo'd  a  letter 
from  the  Col.,  Dated  the  3d  Inst,  Informing  hir  that  he  is  well  k 
that  his  Keepers  Expected  to  Exchange  him  for  Franklin,  which 
Idea  he  Treats  with  contempt,  aledging  the  State  would  act  Consit- 
ting  to  there  Dignity.   We  Rec'd  a  hint  that  a  partic  is  raising  seorei- 
tly,  who  are  to  take  the  woods  in  Quest  of  him.    Tho  Bearer  waits  it 
the  dore,  You  will  excuse  hast. 

We  remain  with  much  Esteem 

Your  Honors  most  Obedient 

&  very  Humble  Servants, 

STEPHEN  BALLIBT, 
WM.  ARMSTRONG. 
Dirccfedy 
To  His  Excellency  the  President  in  Council^  Philad'a. 


Act  of  Congress — Western  Territory,  1788. 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled. 

July  9, 1788. 
A  Supplement  to  an  ordinance  entitled  ''  An  Ordinance  for  asoer^ 
taining  the  Mode  of  disposing  of  Lands  in  the  Western  Territory. 

Whereas  it  is  found  to  be  inconvenient  to  execute  that  part  of  tb^ 
Land-Ordiuance,  passed  May  20,  1785,  which  directs  that  oertu<^ 
proportions  of  lands  be  allotted  to  the  several  states,  to  bo  sold  hf 
the  loan-officers  in  each  State.  And  tohereaSf  a  sufficient  quantity 
of  lands,  for  satisfying  the  bounties  due  to  the  late  army,  was  se^ 
apart  by  the  act  of  Congroas,  paa»id  VVi^^'ld  of  October  last,  whereby 
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dnftfl  for  BatisfjiDg  military  boantiefl  in  lands  from  the 

m  lately  snrvejed,  aro  becoming  nnneoeiaarj : 

ordaiintd  by  Oie  United  State*  in  Congreu  cMemhUd^  That 

of  the  said  ordinance^  passed  May  20,  1786,  as  ordains 
tain  parts  of  the  townships  therein  directed  to  be  sorvejed, 
drawn  for  in  the  name  of  the  thirteen  states  respeotivelj, 
;  to  the  quotas  in  the  last  preceding  requisitions,  in  all  the 
I  order  that  the  same  be  sold  by  the  said  loan-officers ;  and 
•  the  secretary  at  war  shall  take  by  lot  from  the  townships 
rreyed,  certain  proportions  of  land  for  the  use  of  the  late 
>  &r  as  the  same  respects  future  drafts,  be  and  the  same  are 
spealed. 

further  ordained^  That  the  board  of  treasury  be  and  they 
(re  authorised  and  directed  to  sell  those  parts  of  the  seven 
{ townships  surveyed  in  the  western  territory,  which  are  not 
•old  or  drawn  for  the  use  of  the  late  army,  in  the  same 
on  the  same  conditions,  and  under  the  same  restrictions  and 
me  as  were  prescribed  in  the  resolutions  of  Congress,  of 
L,  1787,  except  as  to  the  place  of  sale,  and  the  diaily  con- 
I  thereof,  which  may  be  so  far  varied  that  the  said  board 
amence  the  sales  at  New- York  or  Philadelphia,  and  adjourn 
9  from  time  to  time  to  any  part  or  parts  of  the  United  States 
ley  may  judge  most  proper  for  the  purpose. 
further  ordainetl.  That  the  secretary  at  war  issue  warrants 
aties  of  land  to  the  several  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  late 
ital  army  who  may  be  entitled  to  such  bounties,  or  to  their 
re  assigns,  or  legal  representatives,  certifying  therein  the  rank 
•n  of  each  officer,  and  the  line,  regiment,  corps  and  company 
1  the  officer  or  soldier  served. 

furtlier  ordained^  That  the  geographer,  by  warrant  under 
1  and  seal,  appoint  one  surveyor  to  each  of  the  two  tracts  or 
of  land  set  apart  for  satisfying  the  said  bounties  by  the  act  of 
8  of  the  22d  of  October  last ;  and  that  the  persons  entitled  to 
J  virtue  of  warrants  issued  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  at  liberty  to 
lem  on  any  part  of  the  two  tracts  of  land  set  apart  as  afore- 
rovided  that  each  location  and  survey  shall  be  bounded  on 

by  one  of  the  external  boundaries  of  one  of  the  tracts  afore- 
by  some  prior  survey  therein,  and  the  external  lines  of  each 
ihall  run  east  and  west,  north  and  south,  such  parts  thereof 
i  as  may  border  upon  any  river  bounding  the  district,  and 
iral  surveys  shall  be  in  squares,  unless  where  restrained  by 
rer  or  by  the  lines  of  former  surveys;  and  provided  also, 
every  location  there  shall  be  a  combination  of  as  many  war* 
shall  make  the  same  at  least  six  miles  square,  and  no  inter- 
lall  be  left  between  surveys  less  than  six  miles  wide. 
%  furOier  ordained,  That  each  surveyor  upon  making  a.'Ci.'j 
shall  protract  and  hy  tho  same  down  in  a  gcnettA.  TSi^'^  Xa 
and  preserved,  and  Bhail  muke  a  record  of  caeh  Bursal  vol  ^ 
6.  XL-^15 
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book  to  be  kopt  for  that  parpoMi  and  make  out  and  deliTer  a  copy 
of  the  survey  certi6ed  under  his  hand,  to  the  proprietor  or  propne- 
tors  thereof;  and  the  surveyor  shall  retain  in  his  hands  all  wamnts 
by  him  laid  out  and  located,  until  he  can  transmit  the  same  to  the 
board  of  treasury,  which  he  shall  do  within  one  year  after  laying 
out  the  land,  certifying  thereon  under  his  hand,  that  the  same  ii 
satisfied.  That  the  surveyors  to  be  appointed  as  herein  before  directed, 
shall  be  entitled  to  receive  for  the  services  enjoined  them  by  this 
ordinance,  so  much  only  as  shall  be  allowed  and  fixed  by  the  gorer 
nor  and  judges  of  the  western  territory,  and  shall  be  liable  to  be 
displaced  by  the  geographer  for  neglect  of  duty  or  other  misbe- 
haviour ;  in  which  case  he  shall  supply  any  vacancy  so  kappeninr 
by  a  new  appointment.  That  cacb  surveyor  who  may  be  appointed 
under  this  ordinance,  before  he  enters  upon  the  duties  of  his  office, 
shall  take  an  oath  or  affirmation  that  he  will  justly  and  truly  exeoate 
the  trust  reposed  in  him  as  surveyor  of  a  district  of  land  in  the 
western  territory,  according  to  the  best  of  his  ftkill  and  understandiDg 
without  favor  or  partiality  ;  which  oath  or  affirmation  shall  be  taken 
before  the  governor  or  either  of  the  judges  of  the  western  territory, 
or  one  of  the  justices  of  the  supreme  court  in  any  of  the  United  States, 
and  being  duly  attested  shall  be  transmitted  to  the  secretary  of  Con- 
gress, to  be  by  him  filed  of  record.  That  the  maps  and  records 
before  mentioned,  shall  at  all  times  be  subject  to  the  orders  of  Con- 
gress, to  be  removed  or  deposited  wherever  they  shall  direct.  That 
if  any  officer  or  soldier,  or  assignee  or  grantee  of  either,  shall  desire 
to  have  their  bounty  of  land  allotted  in  the  townships  or  firactional 
parts  thereof,  lately  drawn  for  the  army  by  the  secretary  of  war,  ont 
of  the  first  four  ranges  of  townships  surveyed  west  of  the  Ohio,  and 
shall  cause  such  his  desire  in  writing,  together  with  his  land  warrant 
to  be  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  war,  before  the  first 
of  July,  1789 ;  The  said  secretary  shall  cause  so  much  of  the  eaid 
townships  which  have  been  drawn  for  the  army,  to  be  drawn  for  bf 
lot,  as  will  satisfy  the  warrants  so  deposited,  for  which  surveys  shall 
be  made  out  and  delivered  to  the  several  proprietors,  signed  by  the 
geographer  of  the  United  States,  which  surveys  shall  be  recorded  in 
a  book  by  the  geographer,  and  lodged  in  the  treasury  office.  A*^ 
whereat  lands  are  set  apart  for  satisfying  military  bounties,  not  only 
in  the  said  districts  and  townships,  but  also  within  the  limitd  of  pu^ 
chases  made  by  several  companies. 

Be  it  further  ordained  ^  That  the  persons  who  have  purchased 
tracts  of  the  federal  lands,  shall  have  credit  for  so  much  land,  as  the 
warrants  issued  as  aforesaid  and  delivered  by  them  to  the  board  of 
treasury  cover ;  provided  that  in  no  case  deductions  on  account  of 
military  bounties  shall  exceed  one-seventh  part  of  the  purchase. 

Done,  &c., 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec>* 
*  See  Col  Kw.,  \o\.  "XN .,  ^*tK6  V^. 
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Fbb.  FsAlrftLiK  TO  Got.  Olikton^  oy  N.  T.,  178S. 

PhilAdelpUi^  July  lOtii^  1788. 

I  heg  kave  onoe  more  to  introdooe  to  yonr  Exoellenoy  tbe  honor- 
ftb  Mr.  Bediek,*  a  member  of  the  Supreme  Bxeootive  Connoil  of 
h0  Stale  of  PennajWaniai  who  h  ohargM  by  that  Gooncil  with  some 
iiportaat  Matters  to  oommanicate  tOj  and  consult  upQn  with,  your 
BaeelleiMsVi  rebooting  the  outrageous  Conduot  of  some  disorderly 
faople  inhabiting  near  the  Borders  of  our  two  StateSy  which  if  not 
palMily  and  effMtually  remressM,  it  is  apprehended  may  oooarfon 
■■eh  InoonTenienoe  and  Mischief.  I  request  your  Excellency  to 
lire  Mr.  Bedioik  a  favourable  AudienoCi  ana  to  afford  him  your  Dest 
mumdB,  which  will  be  vexy  obliging  to  this  QoTcmmentj  and 
urtiealarly  to 

Yonr  Excellency's  most  obedient 
and  most  humble  Servant 

B.  FBANKLIN,  Presid't. 
tweeted, 

His  Excellency  Oeo.  Clinton,  Esq.,  Governor  of  New  York,  Ac.  Ac. 


dtiCH.  Pbtbrs  to  V.  P.  MuHLBiSTBERa— Turnpikes,  1788. 

Belmont,  July  12th,  1788. 
)0Br8ir 

I  sak  yonr  Pardon  for  not  retarning  sooner  the  Report  of  the  Per- 
lons  appointed  to  view  Jones's  Lane.  I  wished  to  see  some  of  the 
SfDtlemen  who  made  the  Report,  at  our  Agricultural  Society  the 
Kseting  whereof  wss  yesterday.  I  was  disappointed  as  they  did 
lit  attend.  The  Gentlemen  who  made  the  Report  are  all  men  ot 
Chsfseter  but  some  of  them  more  intelligent  in  this  particular  Branch 
of  knowledge  than  others.  Mr.  Curwen  appears  best  aequainted 
ynik  the  Manner  of  making  Turnpikes  having  assisted  at  the  Work 
i>  lagland.  I  attended  at  the  Measurement  of  the  Distances  &  the 
^  of  the  Road  &  am  clearly  of  opinion  with  the  Oentlemen  that 
{hBoad  should  be  made  on  new  Ground.  Altho'  Goodman's  Run 
|>  lot  generally  deemed  in  Jones's  Lane  yet  without  it  be  included 
^  the  Part  of  the  Ro«d  to  be  made  good  the  End  will  not  be  ans- 
2^  for  a  few  Perches  next  the  Run  are  the  worst  of  any  of  the 
^  Roid  near  it.  There  should  be  a  Bridge  over  this  Run  which 
^aot  cost  £20,  if  so  much.  The  other  two  Bridges  cannot  oost 
^.  Ii  must  therefore  be  the  Expence  of  covering  the  Road  with 
^^  that  makes  the  Estimate  amount  so  high.  At  Yoaati  thia  m\»kV» 

*8€§  Col  Bee.,  Vol.  XY.,  p.  400. 
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be  the  heaviest  Article.    The  Ground  proposed  for  the  new  Boid 
possesses  every  Advantage  one  could  wish  for  the  Purpose  and  I 
think  that  if  the  Boad  was  ordered  to  be  laid  out  &  Hands  set  at 
Work  this  Season  after  Harvest  when  they  can  easily  be  had,  it 
would  be  moat  adviseable  to  throw  up  the  Ground|  dig  the  Ditches 
&  necessary  Drains  &  build  the  Bridges  this  Year  without  stoning 
the  Surface  Hill  it  be  searched  by  the  Winter  b  properly  setded. 
AU  thb  can  be  done  at  half  the  flxpense  of  the  Eistimate  as  I  pre- 
sume to  think.     Many  hundreds  if  not  thousands  of  Cart  Loads  of 
Stone  (which  may  be  dug  up  for  the  new  Boad  if  wanted)  are  use- 
lessly buried  in  Quagmires  in  the  old  Boad,  wherdin  Layer  upon 
Layer  have  been  injadiciously  thrown  for  a  long  Course  of  years. 
Had  these  Places  been  properly  searched  &  drained  &  Timber,  Fag- 
gots or  oven  solid  Earth  thrown  in  before  stoning,  one  Layer  of 
Stone  would  have  been  sufficient.     The  same  Evil  will  attend  the 
new  Road  if  more  Haste  than  cood  Speed  according  the  oommoD 
Saying  is  now  used.     The  Road  may  be  laid  out  to  the  Width  of 
the  old  Road  which  I  think  is  Sixty  Feet^  but  there  is  no  Ocoasnoo 
for  tumpiking  it  above  30  Feet  wide.     I  measured  several  excel- 
lent Turnpike  Roads  in  England  of  the  Width  only  of  25  Feet  ex- 
cluding the  Ditches. — There  is  not  a  Part  of  the  Ground  proposed 
for  the  new  Road  that  cannot  be  drained  &  possibly  many  Places 
which  now  appear  to  want  stoning  may  be  found  firm  enough  when 
the  Water  is  properly  carried  ofiF  &  none  suffered  to  become  stagnant 
upon  them.     Should  you  wish  that  I  should  assist  in  making  any 
further  Enquiries  on  this  Subject^  I  shall   be  happy  in  compljiDg 
with  your  Request. 

I  am  with  much  Esteem 

Your  obed't  Serv't 

RICHARD  PETERa 

I  wish  Curwen  would  undertake  to  do  this  Bussinoss.     He  seems 
a  judicious  honest  Man.     I  do  not  know  what  his  Inclinations  tre 
on  this  Matter  but  intended  to  have  asked  him.* 
Directed, 

Hon.  Gen'l.  Muhlenberg. 


Gov.  Livingston  of  N.  J.  to  Pres,  Feanklin,  1788. 

Elizabeth  Town,  14th  Julyi  1788. 
Sir, 

Your  Excellency's  Letter  of  the  2df  instant  respecting  the  violent 
taking  of  Timothy  Pickering  Esor.  the  ProthonoUry  of  the  CoaoV 
of  Loierne  in  your  State,  out  of  his  house,  by  persons  unknown;  be- 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  494. 
t  See  pag«  a-l^. 
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punted  like  lDdiaiU|— did  not  oome  to  my  banda  till  jesterday, 
•boold  eertainly  have  done  myself  the  hononr  of  having  sooner 
lowledged  the  receipt  of  it — I  bad  not  before,  nor  have  I  since, 
rd  anything  of  that  atrocious  violence.  Should  I  receive  any 
llisenoe  of  the  Perpetrators  of  it  being  found  in  this  State,  your 
elleney  may  depend  upon  my  using  every  ezerUon  in  my  power 
Usistent  with  Law,  to  have  the  offenders  '*  apprehended  &  brought 
Justice,  ft  for  recovering  that  valuable  citiien  ft  good  officer  to 
I  Ikmily  and  the  service  of  his  Country. 
Tith  real  esteem.  Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 
Your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  &  very  humble  Servant 

WM.  LIVINGSTON  * 
Beted, 

lis  Excellency  the  President  of  tho  Executive  Council  of  the 
unonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 


.  BlTTENHOUSEy   TrEAS.,  TO  P.   MUHLEHBERO^  1788. 

July  14th,  1788. 

we  for  some  time  past  used  every  endavour  to  collect  and  pre* 

T  burning  the  annual  Sum  of  £20,000  paper  money,  agreo« 

law  and  a  late  Kesolution  of  Assembly,  But  the  difficulty  is 

i  that  one  can  scarcely  forbear  suspecting  a  combination  to 

it.    Taxes  come  in  worse  than  ever.    The  City  &  County  of 

phia  alone  are  indebted  i:6075  of  the  Tax  for  1787|  almost 

d  of  the  Quota,  besides  large  Balances  for  1783  k  1780. 

mnties  are  equally  deficient.     I  have  nevertheless  prepared 

of  £15,000  including  £3700  received  of  the  Loan  Office. 

I  Letter  from  you,  Sir,  if  Council  should  think  proper,  to 

tor  of  Imposts  might  hasten  in  a  few  Thousands  to  com- 

)um. 

m,  Sir,  with  great  Respect 

Your  Humble  Servant 

DAVD.  RITTENnODSE,  Troas-f 
t  a  Shilling  of  Taxes  tor  the  present  year  yet  rcc'd  from 
lo. 

P.  Muhlenberg,  Esqr. 

*  Col.  Hec,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  403. 
f  Ibidem. 
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David  Redick  to  Pres.  Franklin,  1788. 

New  Yorkj  July. 
Sir  and  GcnUemen, 

I  arrived  at  this  place  on  Saturday  at  nigbt,  Oenl.  Irrin  took 
opportunities  yesterday  of  conversing  vith  divers  mem  ben  of 
Congress  respecting  the  wishes  of  Council  to  have  Ziegler's  Comp'y 
for  the  Wiomiug  service,  every  Gentleman  he  spoke  to  countenaneed 
it.  This  morning  the  Gen'l,  Coll.  Reed  and  myself  waited  on  tho 
minister  at  war  who  appears  well  disposed :  but  says^  that  Zieffler 
has  surely  marched  o're  now,  that  nothing  can  have  prevented :  but 
at  the  same  time  says,  that  there  are  about  45  Jersey  troops  who 
will  march  within  a  few  days  to  the  westward  by  the  way  of  Easton 
and  that  a  further  number  of  troops  from  one  of  the  eastern  Statei 
will  march  by  the  same  route  from  west  point;  where  they  are  oov 
stationed,  all  which  troops  he  is  disposed  should  be  ordered  to  tab 
directions  from  some  Genl.  officer  appointed  by  our  government  to 
command  them. 

It  will  therefore  be  necessary,  if  Council  will  think  proper  to 
apply  for  these  troops  &  that  they  do  it  Instantly.  I  am  not 
sorrv  that  a  provisional  application  was  not  sent  by  me,  inasmsch 
as  the  whole  of  the  members  who  have  been  spoken  with  appear,  it 
this  juncture,  to  be  well  disposed  to  serve  us :  and  which  may  not 
happen  to  be  the  case  at  a  future  day,  perhaps  three  days  hence  it 
may  be  otherwise,  for  as  there  will  be  a  great  question  taken  soon 
for  the  place  in  which  the  new  Congress  shall  convene,  minds  may 
be  soured  and  especially  with  Pennsylvania  if  Philadelphia  shonA 
happen  to  be  the  place,  for  if  that  should  so  happen  the  eastern  men- 
bers  might  oppose  us  in  the  business :  experience  tells  us  that  grett 
men  some  times  do  little  things  on  little  reasons ;  It  may  therefbii 
be  necessary  that  a  moment  be  not  lost  until  the  application  be  mA 
through  our  Delegates ;  and  at  the  same  time  it  will  be  necessary  to 
appoint  some  person  to  be  in  readiness  to  supply  the  troops  with 
provisions,  at,  and  from  Eastown. — A  Genl.  officer  may  also  b^ 
thought  necessary,  agreeably  to  Genl.  Knoxes  Ideas ;  in  that  etf0 
permit  me  to  suggest  my  Ideas  on  that  subject.  I  hope  my  seal  wiH 
be  my  apology  for  taking  that  liberty. 

It  will  in  my  opinion  be  necessary  that  an  officer  of  reputation  and 
military  abilities  be  appointed.  Tho  name  of  an  old  officer  a0(i 
a  great  man  at  the  head  of  the  Continental  troops  will  tend  at  onco 
to  discourage  every  Idea  of  success  in  the  minds  of  the  Insurgent 
and  at  the  same  time  they  will  crush  those  who  may  app^^ 
in  rebellion.  The  Union  will  by  this  means  appear  as  a  prineip^^ 
party  and   not  merely  Pennsylvania  and  at    the  same  time  tb* 


iWB  no  doabt  boi  Genl.  Iirine,  will,  u  he  alwmTS  hns^  be  ready  to 
I  maw  thing  the  State  will  reqiiea^  the  Coaneii  ail  know  him,  tbet^ 
re  I  need  not  saj  a  word  mor^  howerer  I  will  jast  say  farther, 
nl  the  Oommander  being  a  member  of  Congress  will  hare  its 
tpar  Infloenea  with  mm  of  the .  diaa&oted  ■■  an  eapdde  of 
uoning. 

I^pvrpoee  seting  oat  for  Pokepsey  to-morrow  to  meet  Qo^r  Clinton 
I  ,]■  not  ezpeeted  this  week  at  N.  York.  No  stage  goes  before 
mrsday,  bat  f  hope  for  a  passsge  in  an  Albany  sloop. 
Oonneil  may  rest  assnred  that  I  will  leave  nothing  undone  which 
Idty  haTO  in  my  power, — it  is  now  sifter  12  of  y«  Glodt  and  the 
d  will  be  made  up  in  a  few  minutes,  therefiire  I  must  conolude 
ij^  teyfaag  I  have,  &e.|  the  honour  to  be  Sir  &  Oentlemeui 
your  most  obt  l^nmble  8t| 

DAVID  KBDIOK.* 
in Anerf,— Bead  June  18. 

Bis  Ezeellenqy,  Beujamin  Franklin,  Esquire,  President  of  the 
ale  of  Penn'a  &  the  Hon'ble  Councnl^  Philadelphia. 
Ikee^  Wffl*  Ir?ine« 


BlCfRBTABT  0^  CONGRBSS  TO  PrBS.  FRAKKLm,  1788. 

(Circular.) 
Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress, 

July  17th,  1788, 

I  hare  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  Ezocllency  herewith  en- 
dMd,  a  supplementf  to  the  ordinance  ascertainiog  the  mode  of 
Afodog  of  lauds  in  the  western  territory  which  was  passed  by 
Ongran  the  9th  of  this  month. 
With  great  respect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

your  Exoellene/s 

most  obedient  & 
most  humble  servant, 

CHA.  THOMSON. 

Bit  Exeellency,  The  President  of  PensyWania. 

*  8m  Col.  Reo.,  July  17,  YoL  XY.  p.,  498. 
t  Bee  page  832. 


840  PENNSYLVANIA  ABGHITES  1788. 

Wakrant— 0.  J.  MoBais,  N.  Y.,  AGAnrsT  WYOMiva  Ii- 

SURGENTS,  1788. 

State  of  New  York  Ss :  By  Riobtrd  Moms,  Esquiie,  Chief  Jutiee 

of  the  state  of  New  York. 

To  the  Sherifb  of  the  seyeral  Oountles  of  the  mid  state 
[L.  B.]  and  to  their  Deputies  and  to  all  Constables  in  the  sud  Beyenl 
Counties  and  to  each  of  them  Greeting. 

Whereas  by  Letters  from  his  Ezoellenoy  Benjamin  Franklin, 
Esquire,  Governor  of  the  Common  Wealth  of  Pennsylvania  to  hit 
ExcelleDcy  George  ClintoUi  Esquire,  Governor  of  this  state,  and  l^t 
Proclamation*  by  the  Vice  President  and  the  Supreme  Bxeeubfe 
Council  of  the  said  Common  Wealth  dated  the  eighth  day  of  JqIj 
Instant,  laid  before  me  by  his  said  Excellency  Governor  Clinton,  it 
appears  that  John  Jenkins,  John  Hyde,  Daniel  Earl,  Benjaiiin 

Earl, Cady,  Wilkes  Jenkins,  Joseph  Dudley,  Gideon  Dodbj, 

David  Woodward,  John  Whitcomb,  Timothy  Kilbume  and  Thonai 
Kinney  have  Conspired  to  obstruct  the  Execution  of  the  Laws  in  Ae 
County  of  Luzerne  in  the  said  Common  Wealth  and  have  Violeatly 
seized  and  Carried  off  the  person  of  Timothy  Pickering,  Esquire,  an 
officer  of  Government  whom  they  still  retain  as  a  prisoner,  and 
whereas  it  is  suggested  by  the  said  Executive  Council,  that  the  said 
John  Jenkins,  John  Hyde,  Daniel  Earl,  Benjamin  Earl,  -— *  Cady, 
Wilkes  Jenkins,  Joseph  Dudley,  Gideon  Dudley,  David  Woodward, 
John  Whitcomb,  Timothy  Kilbume,  and  Thomas  Kinney  will,  prob- 
ably to  elude  Justice,  pass  into  some  parts  of  this  state,  These  are 
therefore  in  the  name  of  the  people  of  this  state  to  strictly  charge 
and  Command  you  and  each  of  you  to  apprehend  and  take  the  said 
offenders  and  each  of  them  that  may  be  found  and  all  and  every 
other  pei-son  in  whose  Custody  the  said  Timothy  Pickering,  Esquire, 
may  be  found,  within  this  state  and  them  forthwith  to  bring  before 
me  in  Order  that  they  may  be  respectively  examined  touching  tbe 
premises  and  to  be  further  dealt  with  according  to  Law  and  theCon- 
federation  of  the  United  States  and  all  magistrates,  ministerial 
officers  and  the  good  people  of  this  state  are  hereby  required  and 
Commanded  to  be  aiding  and  assisting  in  the  Execution  of  this  pre- 
cept as  they  will  answer  the  same  at  their  peril.  Given  under  0} 
hand  and  seal  this  seventeenth  day  of  July,  1788. 

RI*.  MORRIS. 
By  his  Excellency,  George  Clinton,  Esquire,  Governor  oi 
[L.  s.]  the  state  of  New  York,  General  and  Commander  in  chief  ^ 
all  the  militia  and  admiral  of  the  navy  of  the  same. 

The  within  Warrant  is  Issued  in  Consequence  of  an  applicadot^ 
made  to  me  by  the  Supremo  Executive  Council  of  the  CommO^ 
Wealth  of  Pennsylvania  and  all  officers  civil  and  military  witb^^ 
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lis  state  are  hereby  reqaired  and  Commanded  to  be  aiding  and 
Misting  in  the  Execation  thereof. 

OiTen  under  my  Hand  and  Seal  at  Ponghkcpsie,  this  Eighteenth 
*ay  of  July^  in  Uie  thirteenth  year  of  the  Independence  of  this 
taite.  1788. 

GEO.  CLINTON. 

Gov.  Clinton  to  Officers,  &c.— Wyobcino,  1788. 

Poughkeepsie,  July  18, 1788. 

reilt.j 

The  inclosed  warrant  ag*  the  Persons  therein  named,  charged 
ith  hayins  anlawfnlly  carryed  off  the  person  of  l^mothy  Pickering 
■ir.,  a  dvil  officer  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  will  point  oat  to 
m  your  duty  should  any  of  thorn  be  found  within  your  County, 
id  i  flatter  myself  you  will  not  fail  on  this  occasion  to  evince  a 
Iter  state,  of  your  readiness  &  disposition  to  preserve  the  peace  and 
wouie  the  Laws — I  have  only  to  add  that  should  any  of  the 
Boers  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  in  pursuit  of  the  offenders  como 
ithin  this  state,  it  is  expected  that  you  will  afford  them  every 
nessary  aid  and  assistance.     I  am  Gent., 

your  most  obed't  servant, 

GEO.  CLINTON. 
treetedy 

The  Officers,  Civil  &  Military,  at  Chemung,  in  Montgomery 
mnty. 

ov.  Clinton,  of  New  York,  to  Pbbs.  Franklin,  1788. 

Poughkeepsie,  18th  July,  1788. 

I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  Excellency's  Letters  of  the 
I  and  11th  instant.*  The  latter  was  delivered  to  me  by  the  Honor- 
ile  Mr.  Redick,  with  whom  I  have  conferred  very  fully  on  the 
ibject  matter  of  your  Excellency's  Letters,  and  have  directed  such 
leisures  to  be  taken  on  the  part  of  this  state,  as  I  hope  will  prove 
i&fiictory  and  efficient,  and  of  which  Mr.  Redick  will  be  able  to 
iform  your  Excellency  more  particularly. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  the  highest  respect  and  esteem. 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servant. 
GEO.  CLINTON.f 

fib  Excellency,  Governor  Franklin. 

*  See  p.p.  320,  835. 
t  See  Col  ileo..  Vol.  XV.,  p.  4OT. 
15* 
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y.  p.   MUHLBKBBRa  TO  DbLTCATBS  IK  COHOBBSS,  1788. 

In  Goandl,  PhUadoIphia,  July  18tli,  1788. 
Gentlemeiii 

From  the  lato  disturbances  in  the  County  of  Luzerne,  Oonnoil  an 
of  opinion  that  there  will  be  a  necessity  of  sending  troops  there. 
We  are  informed  that  some  Continental  Troops  are  to  march  from 
Connecticut  &  New  Jersey  to  the  westward  and  in  their  Bovt  will 
be  at  Easton  in  this  State ;  we  request  you  will  apply  to  Conmss 
that  if  it  should  be  found  necessary  by  this  Government  those  Men 
may  have  orders  to  march  from  Easton  to  Luzerne,  and  remain  then 
'till  relieved  by  troops  sent  by  the  State^  or  'till  the  disturbances  in 
the  County  are  settled. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  groat  respect,  Gendemeni 
Your  obedient  and  very  hnmblo  servant 

PETER  MUHLENBERG^  V.  P.* 
Directedf 
Honorable  the  Delegates  of  Pennsylvania  in  Congress. 


Petitiok  op  Quakers,  to  Pres.  Franklin, — ^Tbbatebs, 

1788. 

To  the  President  and  Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  religious  Body  of  the  People  called  Quakers  in  the  Ci^  of 
Philadelphia  find  it  their  christian  Duty  to  represent. 

That  the  Government  of  this  Country  having  heretofore  manifested 
an  uniform  concern  to  discourage  Stage  Representations,  and  the 
Legislature  of  this  State  convinced  of  the  pernicious  influence  of 
theatrical  Amusements,  which,  wherever  they  are  enoounged,  9X^ 
found  to  be  Seminaries  of  Lrrdigion,  Prodigality  and  a  loose  &  v3^ 
course  of  living,  believed  it  necessary  to  the  public  well  being,  bl 
prohibitory  Laws  enacted  in  1779  and  1786,  to  guard  against  the^ 
contaminating  cffectsj    notwithstanding  which    it    is  sorrowfal^) 
affecting  to  the  religiously  thoughtful  among  the  people,  who  ^^ 
really  concerned  for  the  preservation  of  their  o£Pspring,  tne  happinc^ 
of  their   families,  and   the  good   of  the  community  at  large,   ^^ 
understand  by  public  advertisements  &  other  information,  that  ^^ 
defiance  of  said  Laws  delusive  snares  are  laid  to  draw  our  unwa^^^ 
youth  and  others  into  an  habitual  waste  of  time  and  substance  i^ 
the  attendance  of  those  schools  of  seduction  which  it  is  ajQUoti^t 
to  observe  are  openly  vindicated  by  Men  claiming  reputation  f^^ 
Yirtue  and  Morality,  who  represent  the  stage  as  a  nursery    ^^ 

*  aee  CeL  BM.,  Vol.  XY.,  p,  i96,  see  also  p.  800  of  this. 
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I  of  mannerSj  and  refinement  of  sentiment,  altho'  ezperienee 
If  shewBy  they  have  asobtil  if  not  direct  tendencT  to  nnder- 
i  aincere  yirtue,  that  true  and  nnfeigned  spint  of  Bene- 
fUA  18  the  ^it  of  sonnd  christian  Prind^e.    Is  it  not 

that  Fornication  and  Adnlterv  (the  gronness  whereof 
ider  the  delosive  term  Qallantrj;  are  among  the  ofaaracter- 
the  deroted  pnpils  of  the  stage  f  Is  not  the  Theatre  the 
'  the  licentions,  those  who  despise  or  diarefiard  pnnotoality 
Uth  of  contracts  ?  Are  not  Gamhlers  and  the  oompanions 
eb  to  be  found  there  T  from  a  commnnication  and  familiar- 
ineh  characters,  what  is  that  boasted  politeness  of  Manners 
ement  of  Sentiment  the  tender  minds  of  youth  are  to  be 
t  with  ?  Is  it  not  besides  evident  to  every  serions  and  sober 
that  at  these  unchristian  Entertainments  the  vindictivo 
duelling  is  powerfullv  inculcated,  deceitfdlly  baited  and 

under  a  ^se  Idea  of  Honour  and  BfagnanimitvT  Much 
[ht  be  urged  and  many  respectable  authorities  adduced  in 
if  the  propriety  and  justness  of  our  eonoem  on  this  occasion 
lecessary  to  enlarge ;  but  we  trust  an  impartial  attention  to 
ot  will  sufficiently  shew  its  importance^to  Men  under  whose 
'imarily  entrusted  the  execution  of  the  Laws  Intended  for 
rvation  and  support  of  the  public  Weal ;  and  as  we  conceive 
the  happiness  of  Society  injuriously  attacked,  but  the  dignity 
Dment  also  insulted  by  the  open  contravention  of  the  Law 
zhibition  of  Stage  Plays,  under  whatever  evasive  name 
« as  well  as  by  those  other  idle  Jugglers  and  Performers  of 
lain  Tricks  who  have  of  late  published  their  pernicious 
D  in  this  City,  we  could  not  hold  ourselves  excused  under 
;oing  considerations  from  laving  before  you  a  concern  so 
resting ;  believing  that  thereby  we  evidence  our  attachment 
^us  administration  of  Government  and  show  that  we  sin- 

Your  real  Friends. 
Signed  By  NICHOLAS  WALN, 

JAMES  CRES80N, 
THO.  MORRIS, 
JAM-  PEMBERTON. 
JOHN  PARRISn, 
JOHN  DRINKER, 
JOSEPH  BRINGHURST, 
DAVID  EVANS, 
THOMAS  ROGERS, 
OWENBIDDLE. 

half  of  the  said  People  called  Quakers,  lP1ilbidfl&^uik|\%^ 

1788. 
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Deposition  of  Ira  Manvil— Wyoming,  1788. 

Irt  Manvil  of  Pljmoath  in  the  county  of  Lazenie,  jeomui, 
charged  with  being  one  of  the  party  who  on  the  26th  of  last  month, 
in  the  night,  being  armed,  entered  the  dwelling  honse  of  oolooel 
Pickering  in  Wilkesbarre,  and  with  force  took  ana  carried  him  away, 
&  detained  him  a .  prisoner,  in  open  violation  of  the  hw,  being 
brought  before  William  Hooker  Smith  &  Benjamin  Carpenter,  Esq's 
Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  said  county,  and  asked  what  he  had  to 
sav  to  the  charge,  answered,  that  he  was  guilty.  He  then  made  a 
relation  of  the  circumstances  under  which  he  engaged  and  continued 
in  the  party,  in  order  to  shew  that  he  was  unwillingly  drawn  into  it; 
and  that,  aftet  he  had  been  at  Tioga  to  inquire  into  the  foundation 
of  the  proceedings,  &  did  not  get  satisfaction,  &  had  returned  to  the 
party,  he  used  his  endeavours  with  the  party  to  get  colonel  Pickering 
set  at  liberty. 

The  above  examination  &  Confession  taken  &  made  the  19th  day 
of  July,  1788,  before  us. 

WM.  HOOKER  SMITH,  |  Justices  of 
BEJ'N  CARPENTER.     J  the  Peace.* 


Deposition  op  Bbnbdiot  Satterlee,  1788. 

County  of  Luzerne,  ss.  July  19, 1788. 

Benedict  Satterlee  of  Plymouth  in  the  county  of  Luaseme  yeoman, 
charged  with  joining  &  being  one  of  the  party  of  armed  men,  who 
with  force  entered  the  house  of  colonel  Pickering  in  Wilkesboroagh 
in  said  county,  on  the  26th  ultimo,  &  took  &  carried  him  away  and 
detained  prisoner,   was  brought  before  William  Hooker  Smith  i 
Benjamin  Carpenter  Esqrs.,  Justices  of  the  peace  for  said  Countjf 
and  being  asked  what  he  had  to  say  to  the  charge  aforesaid,  answered 
That  he  was  was  guilty.     He  farther  confesses  &  saj^s  that  he  had 
not  heard  of  the  design  to  take   Colonel  PickeriDg,  untill   the  daj 
on  which  he  was  taken.     That  Frederick  Badd  &   Ira  Manvil  oa 
that  day  came  to  him  at  his  School  house,  and  told  him  that  a  bond 
had  been  sent  to  Phila.    to  bail  Colonel  Franklin  according  to  di« 
rcctions  from  the  Chief  Justice,  that  he  was  not  bailed,   &  that  the 
bond  was  kept.     That   be   Budd  had   come  with  a   party  to  tak<3 
Colonel  Pickering  as  a  hostage  to  redeem   Colonel  Franklin,  a]s.«^ 
asked  the  confessor  to  join  the  party,  which  he  declined,  but  ^^ 
length  said  ho  would  go  and  soe  them,  which  he  did,   but  witbov^*^ 
joining  them;  and  came  and  attended  his  school  that  afternoo  '^^' 

*  See  Co\.'Roc.,\o\.'XN.,Y.  ^%. 
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That  he  and  Manvil  afterwards  went  down  to  the  river  to  see  the  party, 
where  he  was  strooglj  urged,  for  full  three  quarters  of  an  hour  to 
join  them,  they  saying  that  they  had  a  eood  foundation  for  their 
prooeedinffSy  that  they  were  to  have  reward,  or  to  be  made  good  for 
their  trouble,  and  when  he  still  deolined,  John  Hyde  jr.,  one  of  the 
party  said  full  two  thirds  of  the  settlement  were  with  them,  &  that 
if  be,  the  confessor,  did  not  join  them,  he  would  not  be  able  to  live 
in  the  settlement^  and  he  oonsented  to  join  them. 
Taken  and  made  before  us, 

WM.  HOOKER  SMITH,  >  Justices  of 
BENJ.  OARPENTEB,      )  the  Peace. 


Copt,  Comhitmbht  ov  two  Wyoming  iNSURaxNiSy  1788. 

Lniemo  County  ss. — ^To  the  Sheriff  of  the  County  of  Luieme  and 
[seal]  to  the  Sheriff  of  the  County  of  Northampton 

in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  Greeting. 

[bsal]    Whereas  complaint  has  been    made  to    us    William 

Hooker  Smith  and  Benjamin  Carpenter  Esquires  Justices  of  the 

Peace  for  said  County  of  Luzerne  against  Ira  Manvil  and  Benedict 

Statterlee  both  of  the  same  County,  Yeomen,  for  that  they  said  Ira 

and  Benedict  with  divers  other  persons  on  the  twenty  sixth  day  of 

June  last  in  the  night,  being  armed  with  guns  &  other  weapons,  and 

-     most  of  them  having  their  faces  disfigured,  surrounded  and  entered 

the  dwelling  house  of  Timothy  Pickering  Esqr.,  at  Wilkesbarre  in 

said  County  of  Luzerne  and  seized  and  bound  him  and  carried  him 

away,  and  detained  him  a  prisoner  until  the  fifteenth  Instant  in 

flagrant  violation  of  (he  peace,  of  which  Crime  they  have  this  day 

l)efore  us  confessed  themselves  guilty.    Therefore  in  the  name  of  the 

Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  we  Command  you  the  said  Sheriff 

o<  Lnieme  to  take  and  safely  convey  the  said  Ira  and  Benedict  to 

tbe  Common  Goal  of  the  said  County  of  Northampton  and  there  de- 

\       lifer  them  to  the  Sheriff  of  the  said   County  of  Northampton,  and 

^       joa  the  said  Sheriff  of  the  County  of  Northampton  are  in  like 

if       ttanner  commanded  to  receive  and  keep  in  close  custody  the  bodies 

i      of  the  said  Ira  Manvil  and  Benedict  Satterlee  untill  they  shall  be 

^      ^elirered  by  due  course  of  Law.     Given  under  our  hands  and  seals 

^  nineteenth  day  of  July  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 

*^en  hundred  &  eighty  eight. 

(Signed,)  WM.  HOOKER  SMITH, 
^doTMed  thereon,  BENJN.  CARPENTER. 

Commitment  pursuant  to  an  act  of  General  Assmnbly  passed  the 
2dth  day  of  September  1787.        (Signed,)    T.  PICKERING, 
Clerk  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  oi  liuifitii^. 
Copy,  Jalf  Seth,  1788.  HOT^.  T^KWAi. 
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Timothy  PioKSBiNa  to  Pass.  Fbanklin,  1788. 

Wilketbam,  July  19, 1788. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  and  the  honourable  Goqiml 
that  I  am  restored  to  my  liberty.    The  band  of  mffians  who  took 
me,  finding  themselvea  unaapportedy  even  by  the  men  who  adtiaad 
and  directed  them  in  the  affair,  came  to  me  last  Monday  with  pro- 
posals to  set  me  at  liberty,  saying  they  had  been  adyisd  by  tneir 
friends  &  one  of  the  magistrates  whom  they  had  seen,  to  make  their 
peace  with  me,  &  petition  Gonneil  for  a  pardon.     With  respeet  to 
myself  I  told  them,  that  the  injury  was  very  great  &  that  I  was  en- 
titled to  heavy  damages,  that  nevertheless  I  would  forgive  the  perso- 
nal injury  on  the  single  condition  of  their  strict  obedience  to  the 
laws  in  future.    This  they  said  they  were  willing  to  oomply  with, 
and  become  engaged,  the  whole  for  each  one  of  Uie  party ;  and  on 
failure  by  anv  one  the  whole  to  be  still  liable  to  my  motion.    The^ 
then  pressed  me  to  intercede  with  Council  for  the  paidon  they 
should  petition  for,  but  I  refused.    However,  as  they  continued  their 
importunities,  I  at  length  told  them,  that  on  one  condition  I  would 
intercede  for  them,  this  was,  that  they  should  give  me  the  names  of 
all  their  head  men  (as  they  called  them)  and  advisers.     They  took 
time  to  consider  of  it,  'till  the  next  day,  when  they  finally  dedined 
it.     They  then  begged  me  to  forward  their  petition  to   Gonneil,  u 
they  should  not  have  an  opportunity  of  ddng  it    This  I  told  tfaem 
I  would  do,  and  I  now  inclose  it.     The  last  name  of  the  petitiooen 
I  have  dashed  out;  the  young  man  having  joined  the  party  bat» 
few  days  before  I  was  released,  and  for  the  sole  purpose  of  discoTe^ 
ing  their  lurking  places,  that  he  might  conduct  a  party  to  reUefo 
me.  This  young  man  has  since  collocted  three  or  four  of  his  acqusiot* 
ances,  and  with  them  Iain  in  wait  for  two  of  the  party,  whose  intended 
movements  he  was  informed  of  while  with  them,  and  just  before  dty 
yesterday  morning,  took  both  of  them,  and  last  night  these  two  were 
sent  off  to  bo   lodged  in  Easton  'goal.     The  party  were  also  mj 
urgent  with  me  to  intercede  for  Franklin's  beins  admitted  to  bail  i* 
soon   as  possible,  but  this  I  utterly  refused  to  do.     They  cxpresied 
their  fears  that  if  not  soon  released  he  would  die  in  goal,  and  wished 
me  to  believe,  that  it  was  not  for  tho  sake  of  getting  him  into  tb^ 
county  again  that  they  were  so  anxious  for  his  enlargement;  for  ^' 
bailed  on  condition  of  his  residing  with  his  father  in  Conneetie^^ 
they  should  be  perfectly  satisfed.     They  added  That  Major  Jenkii^ 
had  said  that  if  Franklin  had  been  releiuBed  on  the  bail  sent  to  Phil'*^' 
delphia,  it  was  his  intention  that  he  should  remain  here  not  mo^ 
than  a  month,  just  to   settle    his    affairs  &   get  new    cloatb^' 
when  he  would  leave  it.     Alt  ho'  no  reliance  is  generalle  to  be  put  ^^ 
what  Jenkins  says  in  such  oases,  yet  it  is  probable  he  spoke  tt^^ 
truth  in  thia  instance^  for  botli  \xq  aiid  «ft\«nl  othen  of  Frankli^ 


Mftl  adUraiii  ^ra  oloeeljr  oonoeete^  with  lifingitop,  IbKinstiy 


olhahi  tMr  tMiilly  odled  tbe  Toirk  Leasees/isto  Xam  affon  to 
MtiUe.  M  I  have  heretofore  teken  the  liberfj  of  wimtfiting  to 
pmiL  JefdpBf  anii  Swift,  by  th0  leal  aeoodntB,  wereDoth  with 
IftlMlte  it  OiiuideMigo  lake,  wlie^.they  ezpeet  iff  bold  a  trenty 
kfc  the  Indiani.  Trom  (he  telrtimoliy  of  the  yonpg  mm  who  has 
mad  Statea  Eridenee,  there  is  rooih  to  believe  that  'Idvingriim  ft 
WBintij  ewsoamgiMi  tbe  iiari^  to  detak  ne  fea  •heitaffi  'lor 
ti>ilrliija  idieaao»  The  reaaoa  m.  cimaUj  Bui  iheM  ie  aQeSiar  of 
miffnif  whiok  took  me,  who  kimrs  aEHMre,  ft  tbetJiialieaa  ilMre  anmi 
ii»A  yaayofft to poina  downft  pve  hiaefkleioa.  9h  lUa  ^taid  the 
llpi  the  Jpatioaa  ]mi9%  wtwu  the  nawl  aaanraneea  «f  a  aaidoh  all 
B«li«  of  tbiir  making  fUl  dlaoovei&ea  of  tke  wbob  aeeiw  of 
Hiiiiy.    ll^ae  two  piMDiiai  af tor  I  waa  yekaaedi  attd  iraa  ^  «Jrt 


pf  km^  aatt  no  a  menage  deebuiag  their  geadimla  to  tapnn 
l|ta«fUeBaa  jf  tbey  oodd  be  jpankmad.  Ctomidi»  I  tnuit»  wift 
pgM^l^oavaa  tke  espeetalioiia  of  paidon  to  theae  two  wilMBiaa  «# 
%  AilfiUed^  agreeable  to  the  OMonmgemeiit  held  up  to  thttn  by  the 
i^patnUeaft  sie. 

I  hafo  honor  to  boi 

Tory  leapectftilly  BiTp 

your  most  obe^ent  Serran^ 

TIMOTHY  PICKfiBING.* 

toiiffrff. 
ffii  Szeelleney  The  Freaident  of  the  State  of  Pennajbania. 


OnnFioAn  ov  Qaolbr  BispBornra  Mavtil  ahd  Basrv 

BBLBH,  1788 

Ide  Certify  that  Thomas  Drake  baa  this  daydditered  into  the 

ftalef  the  Granty  of  Northampton  tbe  bodies  of  Ira  Maaeiiland 

llleilet  Satterlee  oommitted  as  being  two  of  the  persons  oonoemed' 

ifc  afpniienning  Timothy  Pickering  Esq.^  lately  %i  Wyoming. 

Witness  my  hand  at  Easton  July  21st9 1788. 

HENBT  BUSH,  Qoaler. 

•  Bee  Col.  Bee.,  Tol.  XT.,  p.  602,  606,  607. 
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CoirrEMPT  OP  Court— Elbazbb  Oswald,  1788. 
Bespublioa 


V. 

Eleazer  Oswald. 


In  the  Supreme  Court  of  tlie  Stata 
of  Pennnsjlvania. 


At  a  Supreme  Court  held  at  Philadelphia  for  the  State  of  Pem- 
sylrania,  on  the  twelfth  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of  onr  Iiord  one 
thonsandy  seven  hnndrcd  and  eighty-eight,  by  several  •djonn- 
ments  from  the  second  day  of  the  same  month.  Before  the  Honor- 
able Thomas  M cKean,  Esquire,  Doctor  of  Laws,  Chief  Jnstiee  and 
his  associates.  Justices  of  the  said  Court.  Mr.  Lewis  produced  to 
the  Court  an  affidavit  of  Andrew  Brown,  plaintiff,  in  a  certain  cause 
depending  in  the  same  Court,  wherein  the  said  Eleaier  Oswald  is 
defendant,  stating  divers  papers  and  facts,  which  papers  were  pro- 
duced and  read,  and  thereupon,  and  upon  James  Martin  and  Thomas 
Proctor,  Esquire,  being  sworn  and  examined,  he  moves  that  a  Rule 
be  granted  that  the  said  Eleazer  Oswald  shew  cause  why  an  attach- 
ment should  not  issue  against  him  for  a  contempt  of  this  court,  as 
stated  in  the  said  affidavit,  Whereupon,  Rule  that  the  said  Eleaser 
Oswald  shew  cause  on  Monday,  the  fourteenth  day  of  July,  instant, 
accordingly : 

14 th  day  of  July,  1788,  Eleazer  Oswald  appeared  in  open  court, 
agreeably  to  the  rule  of  the  12th  day  of  July,  instant,  and  there- 
upon, the  said  affidavit  and  papers  were  read  to  him,  among  which 
was  a  piece  under  the  signature  of  Eleazer  Oswald,  contained  in  a 
public  Newspaper  of  the  first  day  of  July,  instant,  stiled  the  Inde- 
pendent Qazetteer  or  the  Chronicle  of  Freedom,  Volume  7th,  No. 
796 ;  the  publication  whereof  from  the  printing  office  of  the  sud 
Eleazer  Oswald  was  proved  to  the  court  on  the  oath  of  James  Mar- 
tin, whereupon,  the  said  Eleazer  Oswald  was  demanded  by  the  coort 
whether  he  would  answer  gratis  to  interrogatories  to  be  exhibited  to 
him  to  exculpate  himself  from  the  contempt  charged  against  him  as 
aforesaid,  and  proved  upon  him  by  the  said  affidavits  and  papers; 
who  thereupon  by  his  Counsel,  Mr.  Sergeant,  prayed  that  he  m^ht 
have  time  to  consider  of  his  answer  thereto,  'till  to-morrow,  and 
that  he  might  eive  bail  for  that  purpose,  which  prayer  was  accord- 
ingly granted  him  ;  and  it  is  ordered  that  the  said  Eleazer  Oswald 
enter  into  a  recognizance  himself  in  two  hundred  pounds,  and  one 
good  surety  in  two  hundred  pounds,  or  two  good  sureties,  in  one 
hundred  pounds  each,  that  the  said  Eleazer  Oswald  personally  be 
and  appear  at  a  Supreme  Court  to  bo  held  at  Philadelphia  for  the 
said  State,  to-morrow  morning  at  ten  o' Clock,  to  answer  in  the 
premises,  and  not  depart,  &c. 

Eleazer  Oswalds  tent  in  £200 

Blair  McClcnachan  tcT\t  iu  £200 


-  ^"*-  S-P.  Coo'rt 

y.  It 

f?  paper  oi^t  ?C»"  «f  Ok-fc^o^^^-i. 
'W'«  Office,  ^•;r"^'««<l  the  add'r^  •*  *'"•  "fflo 
•^•d  «  notioe  «n  .u?"*  '•""Off  8on.«  .?^'  •»  soon  «« 
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setioQ ;  that  thia  Deponent  appeared  aooordlngly,  and  by  his  Coonsel 
shewed  and  read  all  the  said  publioations  in  the  presence  and  hear- 
ing of  tho  said  Oswald  as  oause  of  bail  in  the  said  aetion,  and  that 
on  the  next  day  the  publication  under  the  mgnature  of  Eleaier 
Oswald  addressed  to  the  public  in  the  said  Oazetteer,  appeared  in  the 
said  Gazetteer,  and  this  Deponent  doth  farther  say,  that  the  siid 
fileazer  Oswald  is  the  printer  and  publisher  of  the  said  paper,  en- 
titled  the  Independent  Qaaetteer,  in  which  the  said  pablioadooi 
appeared. 

AND'W  BROWN. 
Sworn  the  12th  July,  1788, 
before  the  Supreme  Court,  in  open 
Court^  Edward  Burd,  Proth. 

I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  tmo  Copy  of  the  Deposition  of 
Andrew  Brown  alluded  to  in  the  Record  hereto  annexed,  witocas 
my  hand  the  2l8t  day  of  July,  1788. 

ED'W  BURD, 
Prot.  Sup.  Court 


V.  P.  Muhlenberg  to  Delegates  in  Council — ^Wyomdjo, 

1788. 

In  Council,  Phihdelphia,  July  22nd,  1788. 
Gentlemen : 

By  the  direction  of  Council,  I  have  the  Honor  to  inform  yon,  that 
it  is  the  wish  of  the  Board,  you  would  be  pleas'd  to  make  dirMt 
application  to  the  Honble  the  Congress  requesting  them  to  permit 
the  Continental  Troops,  now  preparing  to  march  to  the  westward,  to 
be  employed  for  a  limited  time  against  the  Wyoming  insurgent 
orders  will  Issue  imediately  to  supply  the  Troops  with  provisions  ft0> 
at  Easton  until  the  pleasure  of  Congress  is  known,  &  if  the  appliflf 
tion  should  moet  the  approbation  of  Congress  proper  steps  will  b0 
taken  to  supply  the  Troops  with  all  necessaries  during  the  mareh 
from  thence  while  employed.  The  Board  wish  for  the  earliest  iBfo^ 
mation  relative  to  the  success  of  the  application,  that  they  may 
proceed  to^he  appointment  of  an  officer  to  command  in  chief. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  great  respect.  Gentlemen, 
Tour  obedient  and  very  humble  servant. 

PETER  MUHLENBERG,  V.  P.* 
Directed^ 

Honorable  the  Delegates  of  Pennsylvania  in  Congress  at  N^*^ 
York. 

*  £(ee  Col.  Beo.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  \%,  «^«  ivXbo  ^.  ^^,  ^%  «C  this. 
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£.  HUHLiHBBB€h  TO  Lt.  Zkbulon  BuTun^  1788. 

;i  In  Coancil^  Philadelphia^  July  28th,  1788. 

D  directed  by  Coanoil  to  acknowledge  the  Beoeipt  of  jour 
)ff  Mr.  Wigton*  and  at  the  same  time  to  ezpreaa  to  yon,  their 
.approbation  of  the  Conduct  of  the  officers  of  ffOTemment  in 
^^  relative  to  the  Siotere.  Gonnoil  are  bo  well  aatnr'd  that 
fkiog  posiible  will  be  done  by  yon,  that  they  have  hitherto 
Bad  the  raising,  &  marching  troops. to  your  aasistenoei  ontil 
istances  shall  otherwise  direct.  You  wiU  be  pleased  to  asaore  the 
I  of  Gt>vemment  &  the  well  affected  Inh&itants,  that  if  it  is 
ny  they  will  on  application  be  immediately  supported  by  asuffi- 
lumber  of  troops,  and  in  all  probability  a  body  of  Continental 
I  will  be  directed  to  assist  in  expelling  the  Rioters  out  of  tho 
lanes  of  this  State;  to  effect  this  completely,  proper  measures 
laen  concerted  with  the  States  of  New  York  &  Jersey. 
BcO  farther  request  you  would  be  pleas'd  to  give  them  tho 
t  intelligence,  if  circumstances  should  take  an  unfavorable  turn, 
hey  may  immediately  take  the  necessary  measures,  as  they  are 
letermined  to  enforce  the  Laws  &  to  restore  order  &  good 
iment  in  Luzerne. 

PETER  MUHLENBERG,  V.  P. 


V.  P.  Muhlenberg  to  C.  J.  McKban,  1788. 

Secretary's  office,  Philadelphia,  July  24th,  1788. 

ITO  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  inclosed  a  copy  of  a 
ition  of  Council  dated  yesterday  upon  the  petitions  of  Abraham 
md  Levi  Doan  who  are  now  confined  in  the  Jail  of  this  City, 
ssBtence  of  death  upon  an  Outlawry — ^and  at  the  same  time 
ntion  of  Council  am  to  inform  you  that  a  certain  Jacob  Dryer 
I  the  year  1787,  was  convicted  of  a  Burglary  and  was  pardoned 
meil,  is  now  recommitted  to  the  Jail  of  this  City  charged  with 
r  Capital  offence. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  sir,  with  great  Respect, 

Your  obedient  and  very  humble  servant. 

JAMES  TRIMBLE,t 
for  Charles  Biddle,  Sec'y. 
erf, 
nrable  Thomas  McEean,  Esq'r,  Chief  Justice  of  Penn'a. 

»  Joly  9,  see  page  330,  and  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  4^^- 
f  B90COI  See,,  Vol.  KV.,  pp.  497,  600. 
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Bbsolution  07  CoKaBX6S~WYOiinray  1788. 

Jalj  25tb,  1788. 
By  the  United  States  in  Gongreas  Assembled, 

Besolvcd,  That  the  Secretary  at  War  direct  the  detachment  of 
Troops  marching  to  the  westward  to  rendezroos  at  Easton  in  PensjI- 
Tania,  and  from  thence  march  into  the  County  of  Lniemefor  qaelh'off 
the  disturbances  in  that  County ;  provided  the  Executive  GouncQ  of 
Pensylvania  shall  find  the  assistance  of  those  troone  necessazy; 
provided  also  that  the  said  Troops  shall  not  be  delayed  m  their  maroh 
to  the  Ohio,  more  than  two  weeks. 

CHA.  THOMSON,*  Sec'y. 


DELEaATES  IN  OONQRESS  TO  PrES.  FrAKKLIN,  1788. 

New  York,  28th  July,  1788. 
Sir, 

We  had  the  honor  to  offer  for  the  consideration  of  Congress  two 
applications  from  the  honorable  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of 
Pennsylvania  for  a  detachment  of  the  troops  of  the  Union,  one  dated 
the  18th,  and  the  other  the  22nd  Instant,  we  took  the  earliest 
opportunity  in  our  power  to  effect  a  speedy  determination^  the  result 
of  which  we  herewith  transmit ; 
And  have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  every  great  regard, 

Your  Excellency's  most 

Obed't  &  humble  Servants, 
WM.  IRVINE, 
JOHN  ARMSTRONG,  Jr., 
WM.  BINGHAM, 
JAMES  R.  REID.f 

P.  S. — We  will  move  for,  and  hope  to  obtain  the  troops  as  long 
as  the  State  may  require  them. 

•  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  602. 
t  Ibid  and  842,  850  of  thig. 


vammn/fAsiA.-AaeEmBB  vtm        m 

BaoBiTABT  w  O0V6RB88  90  Pbm.  FRAVniV.  1788. 

OiB«e  of  Seoreteiy  of  CoBgrMy 

Jiilj28th^l788. 

IiftTO  die  honor  to  transmit  to  7oar  BzoeDenqy  Iiorointli  enr 
ttd,  an  aot  of  tbe  United  States  m  Consreas  assembled,  wUob 

passed  in  oonseqoenoe  of  a  motion  ma£  by  the  Delegatea  of 
tna^Irania,  pnrsoant  to  instraotions  from  the  oapreme  EzeoniiTe 
poeil. 

With  the  greatest  lespeot, 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  yoor 

EzoeDenej'B  most  obedient  ft 

most  hnmUe  Serrant, 

CHA.  THOMSON. 

mded, 

lie  Exoellenoj,  the  President  of  Pennsylyania. 


)L.  TlHOTHT  PiCKEBIKG  TO  PrBS.   FrAVKLIH,   1788. 

Wilkesbam,  Jnly  28, 1788. 

my  last  I  mentioned  the  petition  of  the  ruffians  who  lately 
le  their  prisoner,  and  that  I  inclosed  it  to  Oouncil ;  bat  forgot 
^  being  hurried  by  the  bearer  of  that  letter  when  I  sealed  it, 
Uiers  transmitted  with  it  I  beg  leave  now  to  enclose  thai 
,  It  may  be  worth  preserving  cu  evidence  against  the  peti- 
if  it  answers  no  other  purpose. 

T*  Hodgdon  I  received  several  advertisements  in  which 

iflhr  rewards  for  apprehending  the  villains  oonoemed  in  that 

olence.     I  sent  immediately  for  two  active  young  men  in 

oold  confide,  I  engaged  them  to  make  up  a  party  to  £0  in 

he  offenders ;  and  1  have  reason  to  think  they  might  have 

could  the  enterprise  have  been  kept  a  secret:  bat  the 

ve  too  many  abettors  among  those  who  arc  or  pretend  to 

to  law  and  regular  government ;  and  nnfortunately  also, 

*  the  rewards  was  aouounoed  in  the  News  Papers  printed 

the  14th  instant;  ft  Mr.  Hodgdon  did  not  arrive  till  the 

thns  an  expeditioo,  the  success  of  which  de^ikdi^  fsvk 

he  fiivt  attempt  baa  f&Hed.    The  ma^ont^  oi  \ibia  ^(asVJ) 
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however,  yet  persevere,  and  mean  to  pursue  the  offenders  as  long 
as  any  chanoe  of  apprehending  them  remains.  I  have  pretty  cei tain 
intelligence  that  four  of  them  have  fled  by  the  upper  road  thro'  the 
Great-Swamp;  and  these  will  doubtless  take  refuge  in  the  States  of 
New  York  &  Gonneoticut.  Their  names  I  have  heard,  vii.  Daniel 
Earl,  Solomon  Earl,  Daniel  Taylor  &  Zebulon  Cady.  This  Daniel 
Earl  is  the  man  who  first  offered  to  turn  States  evidence ;  and  as  be 
was  probably  possessed  of  more  information  than  any  other  ef  the 
party,  the  Justices  sent  up  a  passport  for  him  to  come  down ;  but 
his  brother  Benjamin  having  been  taken^  he  fled  before  the  pasqrart 
could  reach  his  usual  residence. 

The  County  Lieutenant  has  shown  me  a  letter  from  Counoil, 
which  was  brought  up  by  Mr.  Hodgdon.  I  read  it  with  pain :  be- 
cause it  indicated  a  continuance  of  that  extreme  forbearance  &  in- 
decision of  Government  which  have  been  the  bane  of  every  publie 
measure  to  introduce  the  regular  &  full  operation  of  law  into  this 
county.  I  hope  Council  wiU  pardon  this  freedom  of  ezpressioD. 
My  exertions  to  establish  the  authority  of  the  State  in  this  settle- 
ment have  been  constant  and  open  :  they  have  consequently  exposed 
mc  to  the  resentments  of  an  ungrateful  people :  But  expecting  a  dne 
support  from  Government,  I  have  persevered.  Even  my  late  ignoni- 
nious  imprisonment  did  not  discourage  me.  Distressing  as  it  was  to 
me  and  my  family,  I  did  not  repine :  For  I  consoled  myself  with  the 
idea,  that  much  public  good  would  result  from  the  evil :  I  persuaded 
myself  that  Government  would  now  take  decisive  measures  to  pro- 
duce a  due  submission  to  the  laws.  One  I  conceived  should  be  to 
send  and  station  in  this  county  a  permanent  military  force,  under 
a  brave,  sensible  and  prudent  officer.  Nothing  else  will  prevent  or 
crush  the  plots  and  conspiracies,  or  restrain  the  open  violence  of  a 
turbulent  &  unreasonably  jealous  people.  Even  among  the  old 
settlers,  there  appear  to  be  few  who  do  not  anxiously  wish  for  Fruik- 
lin's  liberation.  This  violent  attachment  I  have  often  wondered  at 
It  cannot  be  mcrclv  the  effect  of  friendship,  affection  h  ffratitede. 
The  consideration  ox  interest  will  alono  solve  the  problem.  The  balf- 
share-men  have  derived  their  imaginary  property  thro*  Franklio; 
and  by  him  only,  released  from  prison,  and  placed  at  their  head,  tbej 
expect  to  maintain  it.  But  besides  these,  who  are  called  half-sfatre- 
men  in  the  strictest  sense  of  the  phrase,  there  is  a  multitude  of  the 
old  settlers  to  whom  Franklin  had  the  policy  to  grant  half-share- 
rights,  to  interest  them  in  the  support  of  his  plan  of  opposition  to 
Pennsylvania.  But  independently  of  the  influence  of  these  grants  of 
half-sharo-rightfl,  the  old  settlors,  habitually  jealous  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  doubting  whether  their  old  rights  of  possession  will  ever  be 
confirmed,  ardently  wish  for  Franklins  enlargement ;  becausei  with 
him  at  their  head,  they  may.  hope  yet  to  maintain,  by  craft  aod 
violence,  what  cannot  otherwise  be  secured.  However,  whether  I  hare 
hit  on  the  real  cause  of  the  people's  attachment  to  Franklin^  or  not; 
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i.liitroiig  to  ta  Mtonbhiog  degree,  end  almoek  as  general 
troogy  are  eeriouB  tmths. 

kher  meeeare  is  the  oonfirmatioQ  of  th*  eU  miden  in  their 
poseeaons  regalarly  aoqaired  befbre  Ihe  deei^  of  Trenton, 
{ to  the  tenonr  of  the  oonfirming  law^  now  suspended ;  or  in 
«r  way  at  last  equally  oomprehensive.  This  oonfirming  law, 
rarired  or  not,  added  t»  their  other  grounds  of  claim,  it  is 
viU  eflleotoally  operate,  in  a  federal  oourt,  to  assure. to  this 
1  the  lands  therein  expressed  to  be  given  or  eonfirmad.  And 
I  be  no  question,  whioh  will  be  most  for  the  honour  of  the 
luntarily  to  establish  its  own  grants,  or  to  let  them  be 
ed  by  a  federal  court. — That  their  old  potaswiofu  should  be 
if  seems  to  be  the  general  voioe  of  all  disinterested  persons 

0  any  knowledge  of  the  subject  The  very  iwrnmisiiioners 
umnoed  the  decree  in  favour  of  Penncfylvania,  at  the  same 
ogly  recommended  th%$  confirmation.  And  such  confirma- 
a^at  that  time,  it  is  morally  certein,  would  have  given  satis- 
4liat  not  a  man  would  have  lifted  his  voice,  much  less  his 
■St  Government — that  peace  would  have  been  restored,  and 
introduced — and,  with  these  blessings,  some  thousands  of 
ettlers,  who  now  would  have  been  good  citiiens,  enriching 
with  the  surplus  of  their  produce,  and  by  the  payment  of 

iUe  texes,  contributing  to  the  support  of  Government.  But 
rtanitv  of  adopting  this  measure,  so  obviously  prudent  and 
1^  having  been  lost;  and  such  various  proceedings  and  evente 
diin  the  knowledge  of  Council,  having  since  taken  place,-— 
g  more  seems  necessary  now,  to  secure  the  quiet  of  the 
and  I  think  I  may  venture  to  sav^  that  nothing  short  of  the 
(above mentioned  will  produce  that  salutery  effect 
»  dared,  Sir,  thus  freely  to  express  my  sentiments^  from  a 
ition  of  the  duty  I  owe  to  the  State,  &  a  feeling  sense  of  the 
ire  to  myself  and  family. — My  coming  hither  was  not  origi- 
ttflhir  of  my  own  seeking  i  It  was  propoied  to  me— 4t  was 
Mm  me— on  the  ground  of  probability  that  I  might  be  the 
at  of  giving  peace  and  satisfaction  to  this  settlement,  &  save 

1  from  a  great  expencc  of  blood  &  money  in  a  civil  war. 
{round  I  applied  for  the  offices  Government  have  been  pleased 

open  me :  expecting,  it  is  true,  that  those  oflSces,  joined  to 
vpience  of  managing  to  more  advantage  the  lands  I  had 
>  under  the  State,  within  or  adjoiDing  the  county,  would 
!j  compensate  for  the  difficulties  1  shomd  have  to  encounter 
ng  'so  desirable  an  issue  of  this  inveterate  dispute.  I  have 
Bluoh  reason  to  repent  the  confidence  with  which  I  engaged 
ndertaking.  What  have  been  the  repeated  distresses  of  my* 
1  fitmily,  and  what  losses  I  must  have  sustained,  Govem- 
i  easily  imagine.  Whether  these  distrcses  shall  be  renewed^ 
ither  I  shall  finally  be  ruined;  God  knows:  T\iQ  meajKvn^^ 
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wbieh  Ooverament  shall  now  adop^  will  probably  determine  my  fale 
— and  the  fate  of  the  county. 
I  hare  the  honor  to  be 

very  respectfully,  Sir, 

your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  servant 

faMOTHY  PICKBRINQ.* 
Direetedf 
His  Excellency  the  President  of  Pennsylvania- 


Zebulon  Butler  to  V.  P.  Muhlenberg,  1788. 

Wilkesbarre,  July  29th,  1788. 
Sir, 

Your  favour  by  Mr.  Wigtont  was  handed  me  in  five  days  after 
its  date — am  very  happy  to  find  by  it  that  Council  are  satisfied  with 
those  in  office  in  using  their  endeavours  to  quell  the  tumult  lately 
made  in  our  County  by  those  who  made  Colo.  lackering  a  Prisoner. 
Every  possible  exertion  has  been  made  that  could  be,  to  retake  CoD. 
Pickering  and  restore  again  peace  and  regularity  among  us — and  our 
efforts  have  been  so  far  successful  as  to  oblige  the  Rioters  to  release 
their  Prisoner  and  meditate  their  escape  from  our  County.  Since 
the  letter  by  the  express  to  Council  was  carried,  the  Sheriff's  Poeee 
who  at  that  time  marched  up  the  Biver,  returned  without  doing 
mach. — The  situation  of  those  places  to  which  the  Rioters  usaallj 
resorted,  was  so  very  peculiar  that  it  was  found  impracticable  to 
meet  them  with  any  kind  of  advantage,  if  to  meet  with  them  at  all. 
Finding  this  to  be  the  case  a  number  of  Volunteers  soon  after  the 
return  of  the  Posse  stole  a  march  upon  the  Rioters  and  made  of 
them  Prisoners  to  the  number  of  three,  but  then  I  ought  to  nvaxA 
the  night  before  their  capture  Colo.  Pickering  was  released  and  sent 
down  the  River  to  his  family.  Since  which  time  another  FartT 
have  been  up,  and  some  of  whom  have  this  day  returned  witk 
Joseph  Dudley,  one  of  the  Rioters,  dangerously  wounded.  He  was 
taken  yesterday,  at  a  Creek  called  Yosocks — in  company  with  hiDi 
were  eight  more  who  unfortunately  made  their  escape.  A  very  ftw 
shots,  if  any  were  exchanged  in  the  attack — By  their  route  and  what 
information  wo  can  get,  they  were  on  their  march  from  this  State  to 
the  Lakes.  Their  sitnation  is  very  precarious.  The  People  at 
Tioga  point  aremostly  under  arms,  and  are  now  in  pursuit  of  th^ 
remainder  of  the  Rioters,  and  in  all  probability  have  before  this 
either  drove  them  from  the  County  or  made  them  Prisoners.  A  fall 

♦  Se«  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  505. 
f  Bco  page  Z^V 
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radaation  seems  to  be  in  eyery  one's  mind,  to  crash  and  disperse 
iboM  who  have  been  active  in  the  riot.  It  gives  mt  singalar 
Gution  to  find  that  an  attachment  to  goverament  very  univer- 
-  prevuls  among  the  People.  Any  foroe  neeessarr  to  the  firee 
ilaftion  of  Law  or  to  quell  simnlar  distorbaooes  to  the  one  lately 
II  place,  we  can  raise  at  any  hoor. 

ratteil  encourages  if  any  assistance  should  be  necessary,  that  it 
:  be  granted  us.  We  return  them  our  most  hearty  thanks  for 
■  assurances,  but  have  every  reason  to  conolude  that  the 
lie  of  the  County  (by  a  very  great  majority,)  are  so  ttoongly 
hed  to  government  as  to  be  able  and  willing  to  baffle  and  defeat 
tlie  machinations  of  the  few,  who  are  disaffected  without  any 
tuce  from  the  State. 

Biver  before  this,  could  I  determine  with  much  precision  what 
MOi  for  the  support  of  Law  would  be  made  by  the  People  of 
Senility,  if  necessary.  But  I  now  may  with  propriety  I  believe 
%  the  advocates  for  government  are  so  numerous,  that  we  never 
i  again  be  disturbed  with  such  tumults  and  dissentions  as  we 
I  b^n  in  times  past. 

f  the  concession  of  all  those  whom  we  have  now  in  custody, 
have  been  most  grossly  deluded  by  a  very  few  designing  Char- 
Vy  ID  whom  by  woful  experience  they  find  no  kind  of  confidence 
il  to  be  placed.  Indeed,  not  only  they,  but  others,  on  whom 
ftVtt  ever  looked  with  a  jealous  eye  are  now  of  the  same  opinion. 
F  generally  the  People  seem  now  bent  on  peace,  and  will  if 
way,  to  obtain  it  haztrd  their  lives  with  much  readiness  and 
lOBi  and  the  late  rapture  instead  of  diminishing,  has  encreased 
Utnds  of  goverament.  With  this  opinion  I  set  myself  down 
liaiDg  to  the  Inhabitants  as  well  as  to  myself  order  and  regu« 
f  tor  the  future. 
I  am  with  Esteem, 

your  most  obedient  & 

very  humble  servant, 

ZBBN.  BUTLER. 

.  B. — ^By  Capt.  Schotts  I  am  informed  that  in  consequence  of 
mntations  respecting  his  conduct  in  the  expedition  up  the  Biver 
karaoter  suffers  much  in  the  view  of  Council  I  have  only  to 
m  that  he  was  censured  here,  and  on  his  own  request^  I  sum« 
sd  from  the  Battalion  a  number  of  Compan^r  officers  who  com- 
1  a  regular  Court  of  inquiry,  and  after  heanug  the  Complaint 
the  defence  of  Capt.  Schotts,  the  Court  acquited  him  with 
«. 

yours  as  above, 

Z.B.* 

0  the  Honourable  Peter  Muhlenberg,  Y.  President|Pld!lads\^Vvk« 

*  See  CeL  Bee.,  VoL  XT.,  p.  606. 
Vol.  Xl^ie 
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Evidence  of  Joel  Whitcomb,  &c.,  1788. 

The  evidence  of  Joel  Whtieamb. 

Tkt  s'  Joel  teedfys  that  one  Aaron  Eolbonm  told  him  to  tell 
Mr.  Kceney  (the  Prisoner,)  that  he  most  come  down  to  Gapt 
Dudley's,  for  the  Troopa  were  coming  up,  and  if  the  Troops  should 
not  be  at  Mishoping  to  go  down  as  far  as  Tankhannak.  This  same 
information,  bj  special  direction  he  gave  to  Garret  Smith,  who  re- 
plied that  he  hurt  his  arm  and  could  not  very  well  ga  The  said 
Witoomb  further  testifies,  that  in  the  afternoon  (on  the  same  day,) 
he  was  at  Dudley's  Mill  and  saw  a  Number  of  the  Kioters  there, 
among  whom  were  Daniel  Solomon  &  Benjamin  Earle,-  Gideon  & 
Joseph  Dudley,  David  Woodward  and  some  others  whoip  he  knew 
not.  In  general  they  observed  that  they  must  have  s*  Eeeney  & 
mud  Smith  along  with  them.  He  further  says  that  a  bag  of  flower 
was  taken  oat  of  a  Canoe  and  carried  to  Mr.  Kilbourn  (the  Prisoner's 
house,)  to  be  baked  for  the  Rioters.  He  further  heard  them  say 
after  the  Troops  had  come  up  the  River  that  they  had  fired  on  them 
and  would  again  when  opportunity  offcr'd. 

Nr.  Eeeney f  the  Prisoner. 

Says  that  he  has  been  seen  under  arms  he  supposes  since  the 
takinff  of  Colo.  Pickering,  but  his  Reasons  for  it  were  these. 
Wanting  some  tobacco  and  Cabbage  Plants  and  hearing  of  none 
nearer  than  Mr.  Parke's  he  took  his  Canoe  and  arms  went  after  the 
plants  with  an  intention,  (after  getting  them,)  to  hunt  up  Mahoop- 

Eoner  Creek.  He  saw  the  Rioters  and  says  that  those  mentioned 
y  the  above  witness  were  among  them.  He  wholly  denies  of  ever 
joining  them  or  in  the  least  countenancing  their  imprudent  plan. 
Capt.  Dudley  and  Mr.  KilburU;  meaning  the  Prisoners  did  eounte- 
nance  the  proceedings. 

Elijah  Reynolds,  Prisoner. 

Says  that  he  saw  some  grain  in  bags  carried  to  the, Rioters  from 
Mr.  Tylers  house  by  one  of  Mr.  Kilbourn's  boys,  but  denies  of  ever 
having  aided,  or  in  the  least  assisted  the  Rioters.  He  knew  nothing 
of  the  plan  of  takinff  Colo.  P.,  untill  informed  by  Tyler's  family. 
The  Rioters  informccT  of  nothing  what  their  designs  were,  but  he 
imagined,  altho'  they  said,  when  they  began  their  march  that  they 
were  going  a  hunting,  their  designs  were  to  take  Colo.  P. 
Joseph  Earl,  Prisoner. 

Says  that  he  knew  nothing  of  the  plan  of  taking  Colo.  P.,  until  it 
was  accomplished;  at  the  time  his  Sons  and  others  went  down  the 
River  he  was  returning  from  Wilksbarre  home.  On  his  arrival  he 
found  his  wife  in  tears,  and  upon  requesting  the  Cause  she  said  the 

Boys  were  gone  to  take  Col.  P .    In  a  little  time  afterwards, 

bey  returned  to  his  house  &  Colo.  P.  a  Prisoner  with  them.    They 
U  tarried  a  while  at  his  house ;  «jid  ^A^irac&a  ^i^tdu^  Colo.  P.  was 


taken  aerMB  the  Kver.    His  three  Sons,  two  Dodlejs  aod  Vtyi 

carried  him  oyer. 

E^raim  T^fier^  Prisoner,  iasaing  Commissarj. 

Sajs  that  the  ffioters  had  ofhim  eighteen  pounds  of  Pork,  htki 
denies  that  he  ever  was  privy  to  the  plMi  of  taking  Uolo.  P. 
Martin  Dudkjff  Prisoner. 

Says  that  he  was  intirely  ignorant  of  the  design  and  plan  of  tsking 
Colo.  P — ^  nntil  after  it  was  aooomplished.    He  has  uniformly 
advised  his  Sons  sinoe  and  others  conoem'd|  to  release  Cola  P.  a^il 
aabmit  themselves  to  law. 
Jc9epk  KUbtmrnf  Prisoner. 

Says  that  he  knew  nothing  of  the  plan  of  taking  Colo.  P— -— ^ 
knt  advised  his  son  not  to  be  one  of  the  Party,  (Mark  the  oontra- 
diotioo.)  He  says  that  John  Hyde  was  at  kis  honato  last  Sandaji- 
going  as  ke  supposed  to  the  Point,  upon  bosiness.  He  confesses 
Siat  his  family  bsked  bread,  which  he  supposed  went  to  the  use  of 
the  Rioters.  On  the  whole  he  confessed  himsolf  to  have  been  under 
a  false  delusion  and  privy  to  all  that  has  taken  place.  Informed 
was  he  (as  he  confeaeesy)  that  a  step  of  the  kind  would  meet  the 
approbation  of  the  County  at  large,  but  finds  now  that  he  has  been 
deceived,  and  he  believes  other  Persons  concerned  are  not  less  sen- 
sible of  it. 


Col.  Timothy  PicKBRiNa  to  Pbes.  Franklin,  1788. 

Wilkesbarre,  July  29th,  1788. 
Sir, 

This  morning  was  brought  hither  Joseph  Dudley,  one  of  the 
persons  who  took  me  off,  &  for  apprehending  whom  Council  have 
offered  a  reward.  He  is  badly  wounded,  it  is  apprehended  mortally. 
The  party  mentioned  in  my  letter  of  yesterday,  worn  out  with 
continual  watching  k  fatigue,  had  dropped  their  pursuit,  save  one, 
whose  name  is  John  Tuttle.  He  went  fiirthcr  up  the  river  tt 
informed  a  captain  Rosewell  Franklin  that  a  number  of  the  offenders 
were  making  their  escape  up  the  river.  Capt  Franklin  immediately 
collected  a  party  of  about  fourteen,  and  on  further  information  from 
one  or  two  other  persons,  well  attached  to  Government,  that  the 
offenders  were  at  a  certain  time  at  Standing  Stone,  on  their  way  up 
the  river,  he  concluded  to  lie  in  wait  for  uiem  at  Wysook's  oreek. 
The  offenders  advanced  according  to  the  information.  But  it  was 
expected,  as  the  creek  was  much  swoln  with  rains,  that  they  would 
have  called  to  the  house  on  the  other  side  for  a  oanoe ;  when  it  was 
intended  that  one  of  capt.  Franklin's  party  should  go  over  fot  Uivoi^ 
but  on  his  return,  overset  the  canoe;  and  by  thus  iieit\ii%iX\.  ^«^ 
anna  A  Matuution,  render  the  osptiut  of  them  eaaj)  ii\\\i<o>uV  \^Mttx^ 
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of  shedding  blood,  on  either  side.  But  three  of  the  offenders,  Joseph 
Dadley,  Nathan  Abbot  &  Benjamin  Abbot,  came  first  to  the  oiedE, 
and  forded  it.  Capt.  Franklin  ordered  them  to  surrender:  when 
Dudley  called  out  DorCifirt — yet  immediately  raised  his  rifle  to  his 
face,  on  which  several  of  Capt.  Franklin's  men  fired,  and  wounded 
Dudley  and  one  of  the  Abbots.  But  they  all  attempted  to  make 
their  escape — Dudley  ran  four  hundred  yards  &  dropped,  &  while 
Tnttle  &  another  pursued  him,  the  Abbots  did  escape.  The  rest  of 
the  offenders  took  to  the  woods,  doubtless  with  an  intention  to  cross 
the  creek  two  or  three  miles  above  its  mouth.  Oapt.  Franklin 
however,  rode  forward,  intending  to  go  as  far  up  as  Sheshequenank, 
(within  four  miles  of  Tioga,)  or  higher,  to  prepare  the  people  to 
watch  for  the  coming  of  the  offenders  &  to  seize  them. 

This  day  a  woman  whose  son  lives  with  John  Jenkins,  informed 
me  that  ho  had  sent  down  to  his  wife  to  prepare  to  move  with  her 
fiimily  immediately  to  the  Lakes.  By  the  last  accounts  it  appeared 
that  Jenkins  was  engaged  to  survey  lands  in  that  country  for  the 
York  Lessees.  The  enclosed  memorandum  shows  the  present  situa- 
tion of  the  party  who  took  and  kept  me  prisoner,  according  to  the 
latest  information  I  have  received.  Concerning  some  of  these,  the 
Justices,  as  well  as  myself,  wish  to  receive  some  direction  from 
Council  &  the  Chief-Justice  or  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

I  believe  that  in  my  former  letter  of  the  19th  or  20th  instant,  (I 
took  no  copy  of  it,)  I  informed  Council^that  Daniel  Earl^  was  the  first 
of  the  party  who  offered  to  turn  State's  Evidence,  and  discover  all 
concerned ;  and  that  he&  bis  brother  Benjamin  the  next  day  sent  me 
a  message  that  they  both  would  turn  State's  evidence,  if  they  could  be 
pardoned.  Benjamin  was  afterwards  taken ;  and  his  information  on 
oath  I  now  enclose.  The  father,  Joseph  Earl,  who  had  been  com- 
mitted, but  was  discharged  for  want  of  evidence  against  him,  was 
entrusted  with  the  Justices  passport,  and  a  letter  from  me,  for  his 
son  Daniel :  but  on  hearing  that  Bcnjafnin  was  taken,  Daniel  fledj 
&  the  letter  &  passport  probably  have  not  yet  overtaken  him. 

The  father  of  William  Carney  came  down  last  week  to  enquire 
whether  lenity  oonld  not  be  shown  him,  as  he  was  not  of  the  party 
when  I  was  taken,  &  left  it  some  time  before  I  was  released.  I 
advised 'his  surrendering  himself,  as  a  further  recommendation  to 
mercy.  This  day  he  appeared  and  gave  the  information  contained 
in  the  enclosed  paper,  which  I  believe  is  true,  to  the  best  of  his 
knowledge.  The  young  man  I  find  has  sustained  a  good  character ; 
and  I  had  formed  so  favourable  an  opinion  of  him  during  the  day  he 
was  on  my  guard,  that  1  had  oondudod  voluntarily  to  recommend 
him  to  mercy,  after  he  had  quitted  the  party,  &  some  days  before  1 
was  released,  he  sent  a  message  to  Esquire  Smith,  informing  that  he 
was  ready  to  deliver  himself  up. 

Noah  Pholps,  by  his  wife,  has  this  day  prayed  Esq.  Smith  that 
htr  buMbt^nd  might  be  admitted  to  bail ;  and  he  would  forthwith 
«  Seepae^^4ft,^^ 
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.smrender  himself.  She  said  they  had  «  fMsbily  of  sttall  ehildiMi  16 
provide  for — ft  hftrrest  of  hay  atid  graio  to  get  itH-Hmd  none  to  help 
-them :  That  her  huflband  joined  tM  party  uttwUliogly,  at  the  eaM^ 
time  that  Carney  joined  them,  and  under  similar  eircomataikosa  oc 
false  informatioQ  &  threats.  It  appeared,  howet er^  that  Phelps  wai 
-widi  the  party  as  kte  as  the  16th  of  July  (the  day  belbre  I  was 
Teleased)  and  that  he  has  Aot  sustained  a  clear  eharaeter  z  thetefora 
Esq.  Smith  did  not  think  proper  to  Atm  him  the  indnlgenee  he 
gave  to  Carney,  whoili  he  discharged  on  oonditioa  of  hn  appearing 
%rhen  called,  to  do  whaterer  shall  be  directed  by  the  Chief  Justice  or 
the  Jodges  of  the  Supreme  Gomrt^  sereral  of  his  friends  ftlso  terbally 
engaging  for  him. 

Joae^  ]>adley  being  so  dangerously  wounded,  it  is  imfpoesible  for 
•  his  captors  to  take  him  to  Baston  Jail :  Neverthaless  I  presume  they 
will  be  deen»ed  entitled  to  the  reward  as  if  ^ey  had  delivered  him 
there.  TutUe,  in  partieular,  has  very  great  merit,  for  his  asal  A 
perseverance.  Council  will  observe  one  uame  to  the  petition  is 
erased :  It  is  Tuttles.  Having  made  the  party  believe  that  he  had 
joined  them  in  heart,  as  well  as  person,  it  was  necessary  for  him  to 
sign  it  with  them.  He  proposed  the  stratagem  to  some  well  affected 
persons,  for  the  purpose  of  discovering  my  place  of  confinement,  that 
he  might  then  lead  a  party  to  deliver  me  &  seise  my  keepers.  He 
came  accordingly  to  my  retreat,  but  the  party  released  me  before 
there  was  an  opportunity  to  execute  the  plan.  He  also  made  me  li 
tender  of  bis  services  to  go  to  the  Lakes  and  bring  off  John  Jenkins, 
be/ore  it  was  knaton  that  Government  had  offered  a  reward  /or 
apprehending  htm.  And  this  was  a  principal  object  of  this  last 
expedition  which  Tuttlo  says  he  would  have  pursued,  had  uot.  his 
companions  given  out. 

In  the  expedition  in  which  captain  Ross  was  wounded,  divers 
elderly  men,  fathers  of  families,  were  made  prisoners,  and  brought 
down  to  Wilkesbarre,  on  suspicion  that  they  were  abettors  of  the 
party  who  took  me.  Of  these  one  Beynolds  was  immediately 
discharged  for  want  of  evidence ;  and  Joseph  Earl  (who  had  been 
committed)  was,  for  the  same  reason,  discharged  on  the  19th  instant. 
Martin  Dudley,  (father  of  Gideon  &  Joseph  Dudley,)  Joseph  Kilborn 
(father  of  Timothy  &  Aaron  Kilborn,)  Nathan  Abbott  (father  of 
Nathan  and  Benjamin  Abbot,)  Epbraim  Tyler,  and  Thomas  Kinney, 
who  is  named  in  the  proclamation  of  Council,  still  remain  in  the  jail 
at  this  place.  These  men  have  applied  to  the  magistrates  to  admit 
them  to  bail :  but  as  they  have  been  committed  on  evidence  which 
the  Justices  deemed  sufficient  to  warrant  the  measure,  their  authority 
now  to  admit  them  to  bail  is  doubted.  As  the  evidence  against 
them  does  not  appear  very  clear,  and  all  of  them  have  families 
in  distress,  some  of  them  miserably  poor,  perhaps  the  Justices  may 
be  prevailed  on  to  bail  them  :  Nevertheless,  I  am  ver-j  d^\xQxx%  >^^^» 
particular  direetioDs  may  be  speedily  sent  up  oonoeniux^  \\i«t^)  vci^^ 
mU  otben  whoae  oases  I  Aare  particularly  deaenbed«     Ku^  ^  Y^l 
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GouDoil  to  take  ordor  in  tbe  matter  as  early  as  possible ;  and  tliat 
when  any  directions  are  to  come  from  the  Chief  Justice  or  Judges  of 
the  Supreme  Court;  that  they  may  be  requested  to  forward  them  as 
soon  as  may  be. 

Stephen  Jenkins  (brother  of  John)  has  been  apprehended  (&  is 
now  in  jail  at  this  place)  in  consequence  of  the  evidence  against  him 
in  B.  Earl's  deposition.  Daniel  Earl  also  told  me  that  Stephen 
Jenkins  was  as  deeply  concerned  in  the  plot  as  any  one. 

Gideon  Church  has  not  been  apprehended ;  because  good  policy 
seemed  to  require  that  a  door  should  be  left  open  for  repenting 
sinners.  He  went  out  with  the  three  first  parties  to  apprehend  the 
offenders  and  rescue  me.  By  the  last  company  of  volunteers  he  was 
chosen  their  captain,  and  conducted  with  such  spirit  and  judgement 
as  pleased  the  whole  of  them;  and  they  acknowledge  that  if  they, 
had  fallen  in  with  his  advice  they  should  doubtless  have  taken  nine 
of  the  offenders :  whereas  they  took  but  one,  B.  Earl. 

Old  Benjamin  Harvey  (who  lived  at  the  lower  end  of  the  Shawnee 
flat)  fled  a  few  days  after  I  was  taken,  and  said  (as  I  have  heard) 
that  some  others  would  be  obliged  to  follow  him :  yet  the  hint  in 
Wm.  Carney's  examination  is  the  only  evidence  which  has  yet 
appeared  against  him.  His  flying,  joined  with  his  former  conduct^ 
affords  a  strong  presumption  of  his  guilt. 

Evening,  11  o'clock.     This  moment  the  jailer  here  applies  for  a 
winding  sheet,  informing  that  Joseph  Dudley  is  dead. 
I  am  sir;  with  great  respect, 

Your  most  obedient  servant. 

T.  PICKERING.* 

P.S.  There  has  just  been  handed  me  a  transcript  of  the  examina- 
tion of  Thomas  Kinneyf  &  other  prisoners,  heads  of  families,  in  the 
jail  of  this  County,  which  I  enclose.  I  have  seen  another  account 
of  their  examination  somewhat  different;  and  from  what  I  have 
heard,  I  conclude  that  enclosed  is  imperfect.  Abbot's  examination, 
I  am  informed,  was  private,  at  his  own  request,  and  the  Justices  did 
not  commit  it  to  paper.  It  is  expected  that  further,  and  stronger 
evidence  will  appear  against  all  or  most  of  them. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency,  the  president  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania 

♦  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  605. 
f  See  page  85^9. 


rmVBYhYAMVL  ABJDEIVtB  13S8.  86S 

J.1HBS  Jacks  to  Sscestaet  Bidblb,  1788. 

Sir, 

Testentaj  I  Beeeiyed  t  Letter  from  Gonndl  dated  28th  of  Jnjj. 
1788y  wherein  was  inclosed  a  CommissioD  to  Miohsel  Hnhley,  iTs- 

?uire|  appointing  him  President  of  the  Comity  Court,  CbmmoQ 
leas,  Qaarter  Sessions,  of  the  Peace,  and  Jail  delivery,  fte.,  in  and 
for  the  Conntj  of  Lancaster,  wherein  there  is  a  Postscript  mention- 
ing that  Jacob  Reigar,  Esqr.,  and  Mr.  Andrew  Oraff,  have  applied 
to  Conneil  for  Separate  Commissions  as  Justices  of  the  Peace  and 
Common  Pleas,  as  they  were  both  named  in  tiie  two  Commissions, 
and  desiring  me  to  inform  you  whether  the  President  or  Vioe  Presi- 
dent of  Cminoil  signed  the  Commissions  to  these  Gentlemen,  or 
whether  General  Armstrdng,  the  late  Secretaryi  attested  the  same, 
or  Jamen  Trimble  for  him. 

Both  Commissions  are  dated  5th  March,  1787,  Signed  b^  Charles 
Biddle,  Esquire,  Vice  President,  &  attested  by  James  Trimble^  for 
John  Armstrong,  Jr.,  Secr'y. 

I  am  Sir,  with  the  Greatest  Respect, 

your  most  Obedient,  Humble  Servant, 

JAMES  JACKS. 
Lancaster,  Sth  August,  1788. 

Indorsed, 

From  James  Jacks,  Esquire,  Recorder  of  Lancaster  County. 

Dtreetedf 

Charles  Biddle,  Esquire,  Secretary  to  the  Executive  Council,  in 

Philadelphia. 
^  Post. 


V.   P.  MUHLETSTBERG   TO  TlMOTHY  PICKERING,   1788, 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  August  5tb|  1788. 
Sir, 

I  am  directed  by  the  Board  to  inform  you  that  your  Letter  of  the 
19th  of  July*  did  not  reach  them  until  Thursday  last,  and  tho*  it 
was  generally  reported  that  the  Insurgents  had  liberated  &  permitted 
your  return  to  your  Family,  yet  your  Letter  was  the  first  Authentic 
Account  the  Board  rec'  on  that  Head.  I  wrote  a  Letter  to  tho 
Lieut  of  the  County  on  the  2ddf  of  last  moaih,  (a  Copy  whereof  I 
enclose)  informing  him  that  the  Board  would  render  ei^x^  KxaSo^ 

*  800  page  846.  \l\^.Zb\. 
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ftnoe  tbe  Laws  of  the  State  woald  warrant  to  the  Friends  of  OoYem- 
ment — and  that  they  were  determined  to  enforce  Obedience  to  the 
Laws — requesting  at  the  same  time  the  Lieut,  would  give  Counoil 
the  earliest  information  if  anj  change  should  take  place,  favorable 
or  unfavorable. 

The  intelligence  your  Letter  contains  is  however  every  tlung  wo 
have  heard  from  Luzerne  that  can  be  depended  on,  and  as  it  is  impos- 
sible for  Council  to  proceed  with  any  degree  of  certainty  to  enforce 
the  plan  in  view,  They  have  thought  it  necessary  to  send  an  Ex- 
press; and  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  give  them  full  informatioQ 
DOW  matters  are  situated.  Thev  request  likewise  your  Opinion — 
with  the  reasons  annexed — whether  an  Armed  Force  is  necessary  to 
restore  Order  and  good  Oovemment ;  and  whether  it  will  be  neces- 
sary for  the  restoration  &  establishment  of  peace  to  the  County  to 
fix  a  post  at  Tioga  I  The  Board  direct  me  to  inform  you,  That  tho' 
they  wish  this  desirable  end  of  restoring  order  &  Good  Govemm' 
io  Luzerne  may  be  obtained  by  Lenient  Measures,  yet  that  they  are 
now  prepared  to  act  with  energy,  and  compel  obedience  to  the  Laws. 
Upon  application  of  this  Board  to  the  United  States  in  Congress,  we 
have  obtained  their  permission  to  employ  the  Troops  of  the  Union 
ag^  the  Insurgents.  They  are  now  marching  to  Rendevouz  at 
Easton,  where  they  will  wait  the  Orders  of  the  Board.  This  circum- 
stance alone  will  convince  you  how  necessary  it  is  that  Council 
should  have  the  earliest  &  fullest  information. 
I  am.  Sir,  with  great  Respect, 

Tour  most  obedient,  and  very  humble  Servant 

PETER  MUHLENBERG. 

Vice  President.* 

Directed^ 

Timothy  Pickering,  Esqr.,  Luzerne  County. 


y.    P.    MUHLKNBEBG    TO    DELEGATES    IN   CONGRBSSy   1788. 

Philada.,  Aug't  6th,  1788. 
Gentlemen, 

By  direction  of  the  Board,  I  have  the  Honor  to  inform  you — ^That 
we  have  this  morning,  by  express,  rec'd  Letters  from  Colo.  Picker- 
ing and  other  Officers  of  Government  in  the  County  of  Luzerne. 
From  these  it  appears  that  matters  have  taken  a  more  favorable  turn 
than  was  at  first  apprehended.  Colo.  Pickering  was  liberated  by  the 
insurgents  on  the  IGth  of  July,  &  the  men  who  carried  him  ofi"  are  now 
by  their  petition,  praying  Council  to  grant  them  a  pardon.  The  proc- 
lamation issued  by  the  Board  has  produced  the  desired  effect — two 
o!  tho  rioters  are  now  confined  in  Easton  Jail — and  some  others  in 

*  3ecCo\.Uec.,\oV:SN.>^.l»^^. 
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that  of  Luzerne — several  have  heen  Woanded,  &  Dudleji  one  of  the 
most  notorioos,  died  in  Lnieme  Jail  of  the  Wounds  he  ico'd.  Those 
of  the  rioters  who  still  remain,  are  dispersed,  and  seeking  refuge  on 
the  Lskes.  From  this  change  of  affairs,  and  the  Acoonnts  from  the 
Western  Waters,  which  seem  to  indicate  that  the  Troops  of  the 
Union  will  be  wanted  in  that  Quarter,  as  wdl  as  from  the  shortness 
of  the  time  liouted  for  which  the  Troops  can  posribly  be  spared,  k 
the  aonaideratioo  that  the  chief  end  for  which  the  applieattoii  was 
made  is  already  answer'd — ^The  Board  are  indnoed  to  request  von 
would  be  pleased  to  inform  The  Honble.  The  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  that  we  ffratefully  acknowled^  the  &vor  conferred  on  this 
State  by  so  readily  granting  the  assistance  requested — ^but  as  the 
emergency  has  ceas'o,  &  as  me  State  will  now  have  time  to.  act  de- 
liberattly,  and  as  circumstances  shall  in  future  direct,  we  Jfurrther 
request  Uiat  the  troops  of  the  Union  may  now  be  directed  to  continue 
their  route  agreeably  to  their  first  destination.  The  Board  have  in 
the  mean  time  directed  a  Commissary  to  proceed  to  Easton  to  pro- 
vide for  the  subsistanoe  of  the  Troops  untU  further  orders. 
I  am,  Gent., 

your  most  obedient, 

and  very  humble  servant, 

PETER  MUHLENBERG.* 


Secretary  Bibdle  to  Col.  Tiicotht  Pickering,  1788. 

Secretary's  Office, 

Philadelphia,  August  7th,  1788. 
Sir, 

Inclosed  you  have  the  opinion  of  the  Judges  on  the  late  disturb- 
ances in  Luseme.  Council  agree  with  the  Judges  that  the  best 
method  that  can  be  tslcen  with  the  Prisoners  will  be  to  have  them 
prosecuted  for  a  riot — the  Att'y  General  will  take  the  first  opp'y  to 
forward  on  the  papers  necessary  for  this  purpose. 
lam  Sir, 

your  obedient  and 

very  humble  servant, 

CHARLES  BIDDLB,  Sec'y.f 

Directed, 

T.  Pickering,  Esqr. 

•  See  Col  Bee.,  Vol  XV,,  p.  605. 
f  See  Col  Bee.,  Vol  27.,  p.  606,  5(n. 
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SXCBETIBT  BiDBLE  TO  C.  J.  McKlAH,   1788. 

Augoti  7,  1788. 
Sir, 

ThoB.  Jones  and  John  Mcllroj  have  applied  to  Conneil  (»  be  ad- 
mitted into^tbe  inyalid  oorpe — ^the  Board  wish  to  know  whether  thoee 
men  are  entitled  to  pensionsy  if  they  are,  eomething  may  be  done  for 
their  immediate  enpport. 
I  am;  Sir» 

your  most  obedient,  and 

very  humble  servanti 

CHABLBS  BIDDLB,  Seo'y  * 
DirecUdf 
Hon.  Thoe.  MoEean^  Esq.,  C.  J. 


Col.  Timothy  Pickbring  to  V.  P.  Muhlenberg,  1788. 

Wilkesbarre,  August  9^  1788. 
Sir, 

Last  evening  I  was  honoured  with  your  letter  of  the  5th,f  with 
sundry  enolosures,  by  express.  The  requests  of  the  board  therein 
mentioned,  I  believe  I  have  in  a  great  measure  anticipated,  by  my 
letters  of  the  28th  &  29th  ult.,^  sent  by  a  Mr.  Morris. 

With  respect  to  the  first,  for  <<  full  information  how  matters  are 
situated  "  here — I  have  to  observe,  thai  the  whole  county  u  atpretnt  in  • 
peace  ;  all  the  insurgents  who  have  not  surrendered  themselvee  or 
have  not  been  taken,  having  fled  into  the  neighboaring  States.  On  the 
4th  instant  the  two  young  Abbots,  (Nathan  &  Benjamin,)  were  oon- 
ducted  to  this  plaoe,  having  surrendered  themselves  to  Nathan 
Eioffsley,  Esquire,  at  Wayalusing.  Their  examinations  diseovered 
nothing  new.  They  joined  the  insurgents  after  they  had  taken  me 
up  the  river.  They  are  simple  fellows,  &  appear  not  to  have  been 
intrusted  with  the  secrets  of  their  party.  One  of  them  is  but  about 
17  years  old.  Their  misconduct  is  probably  chargeable  to  their 
father,  Nathan  Abbot,  the  old  man  now  in  Loseme  jail,  who  with 
an  understanding  not  muoh  better,  has,  it  is  said,  a  heart  very  de- 
praved. He  (as  well  as  each  of  his  sons)  is  a  half  share-man  ;  and 
his  disposition  in  regard  to  the  government  may  be  learnt  from  the 
deposition  of  Oarret  Smith,  a  copy  of  which  I  now  enclose.  By  the 
same  deposition  the  guilt  of  Martin  Dudley  &  Bphraim  Tyler  is  very 

♦  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XV.,  i^.  606,  507. 

t  See  page  ft^^. 

X  Sec  pages  d&d,  ^^. 


•1«m1j  profirt,  4  tlie  g«ih  of  ThoiiM  KhiMy  put  {mmiI  i  AmIHi 
Josephf  Killbera't  own  MnibsiioD  on  Iiw  «xiiDiMlkm  uraiAirted  hf$ 
goilk  Bo*  Mvenl  othwr  ^povltioiis  of  tbeir  Be^bom  reviais  to 
bo  tokeSi  wbon  telhor  pnoh  a^  thoir  guilt  will  ofrpetrj  imd  poi^ 
lupo  tomo  othon  will  bo  orimiMiod.  TboM  otbor  witttoMo  tro'ti 
oppotr  beiw  h  gino  tboit  OTidoooeo  on  tho  18th  inoloiil.  I  biTO  olio 
ibo  dopoiitioB  of  Ibo  wift  of  VboBBo  Wij^D,  Wbieb  ooiitiiM  oomii 
origiMt  infeiBistioli,  with  %  rolatioii  of  aitsT  noU  ohmiiiitiBMii; 
k  iB«oh  hoomy ;  h  thonfoio  I  bMo  not  tboocbt  it  BooeoBiiy  to 
send  »  oopy  to  GooooL  Ono  pmeay  oely  I  wiu  boro  tmoonbo. 
Aflor  leU^g  tbot  Joha  Jottkitiff  ooUed  at  bor  bvobood'o  booso  tt 
Miohoppoii)  tho  dliy  tftor  I  wot  taken  o%  sho  aayiH-^^my  boobrind 
•okod  JenkiMif  bo  did  not  think  tbio  would  bo  a  bad  afMi^  ft  load 
to  fightliigf  I  don't  know  (aayo  Jonkino)  6iif  1  moear  (adda  bo) 
we  muit/tahij  in  order  $o  hawe  peaeeJ^ 

A  ftw  days  alter  young  Dudley  was  buried,  some  people  were  for 
digging  vp  the  body,  to  expose  it  to  a  ooroner'a  inqneat :  for  they 
aaid  he  was  mwrdered  by  the  party  which  took  him.  And  I  find 
that  in  the  beginning  of  this  week  (while  I  was  absent  attendrnflniy 
wife  on  her  way  to  Philadelphia)  a  nnmber  of  the  old  settlers  iron 
Nantikoke  tt  Shawnee  (as  many  as  eight  or  ten)  oame  to  Wilkes- 
barre,  warmed  with  the  same  seal  for  digging  np  the  body  of  Dud- 
ley ;  but  the  Sheriff  St  some  other  gentlem^  talked  with  them,  and 
partly  by  reason  &  partly  by  threats,  obeoked  their  seal,  &  sent  thera 
home  ooo1|  and  in  appearance  tolerably  well  satisfied.  In  foot,  a 
disposition  to  murmur  at  every  oorreeting  measure  of  goremment  ft 
act  of  the  magistrate,  tho'  neeossary  for  the  establishment  of  good 
order,  ft  strictly  legal,  preyails  among  great  numbers  of  the  people. 
Without  referring  to  particular  ebaracters,  whose  conduct  ft  deolMa* 
tions  would  nevertheless  designate  not  their  own  only,  but  the  dispo> 
sition  of  a  party,  I  beg  leave  to  notice  the  late  eketions  of  militia 
officers  in  the  upper  battalion.  John  Jenkins  ft  John  Swift  were 
chosen  Lieut.  Colonel  &  Major,  by  a  great  majority  I  and  Martin 
Dudley,  Joseph  Killborn,  ft  DiTid  Woodward  (all  names  now 'fa- 
miliar to  Council)  were  chosen  Captain,  Lieutenant,  ft  Ensign  of  one 
of  tho  oompaniea !  Divers  similar  elections  of  disaffected  ebaracters 
took  place  in  tho  same  battalion.  In  a  word,  it  would  seem  to  have 
been  an  object  with  a  majority  of  the  electors  to  choose  such  men, 
not  for  the  purpose  of  supporting,  but,  in  proper  time,  of  opposing 
the  government  of  Pennsylvania. 

In  my  letter  of  the  28th  ult*,  I  remarked  that  multitudea  of  the' 
old  settlers  were  half  share-men.  Within  a  few  days  past  some  of 
my  neighboun  have  told  me  that  they  think  one  haff  of  the  old 
settlers  and  th^r  sons  are  half-share-men.  And  I  recollect  that  in 
January,  1787,  at  a  town  meeting  called  at  my  request,  JoVixx  ^«^-> 
kins  said,  thai  of  tho  balf-sharemeD  then  in  the  ooutiXi^^TAi^  ^«t% 
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(Lacbawanook,)  a  sedate,  observing  man,  sajs  tbere  are  now  fewer 
well  affected  inhabitants  in  that  town  than  there  were  16  months 
ago.  In  one  word,  altho'  the  measures  taken  by  Counoil,  &  the  offi- 
cers &  well  disposed  people  of  the  ooanty,  in  oonsequenoa  of  the 
late  violent  outrage  on  my  person,  hayie  given  the  disaffected  a  severe 
shook,  yet  their  disposition  to  mnrmnr  &  excite  disorder  remains. 
They'were  at  least  as  much  shocked  after  their  insurrection  of  last 
Ociober,  when  they  had  had  time  to  reflect  on  their  unwarrantable 
proceedings,  <&  expected  the  vengeance  of  government  to  overtake  them  : 
but  they  soon  recovered  their  spirits,  and  began  to  meditate  retalia- 
tion for  the  imprisonment  of  John  Franklin,  &  this  was  to  seiie  & 
detain  me  a  prisoner.  And  as,  instead  of  good  officers  and  old 
soldiers,  there  was  sent  hither  only  an  ordinary  company  of  militia, 
this  served  to  heighten  their  confidence  in  their  own  party,  &  in« 
crease  their  contempt  for  the  force  of  the  State. 

The  foundation  of  all  the  disorders  in  the  county  was  laid  by  John 
Franklin,  as  an  inhabitant,  &  the  prime  agent  of  a  junto  of  the  Sus- 
quehanna Company.  John  Jenkins  was  a  principal  assistant  The 
Seople  universally  think  that  in  times  past  they  have  been  ill  used  & 
eceived  by  Pennsylvania  3  and  these  men  (with  other  inferior  agents) 
taking  advantage  of  this  strong  and  genend  prejudice,  have  found  it 
easy,  by  lies  and  sophistry,  to  persuade  great  numbers,  that  not- 
withstanding all  appearances  to  the  contrary,  they  will  still  be  ill- 
used  &  deceived;  and  therefore  that  they  have  no  security  for 
holding  their  lands,  but  in  their  tomahawks  and  rifles.  Their  cre- 
dulity is  truly  astonishing.  On  one  side  the  most  improbable  lie 
and  the  weakest  sophistry  have  the  effect  of  plain  truth  &  the  strong- 
est reasoning.  Their  incredulity  on  the  other  hand,  is  not  lew 
extraordinary.  For  instance,  should  the  federal  troops  now  rendei- 
vousing  at  Easton  not  march  into  this  county  (&  I  do  not  think  it  at 
all  necessay  that  they  should)  this  class  of  the  people  will  never  be- 
lieve they  were  intended  to  be  marched  hither,  but  will  say  the  story 
was  raised  only  to  alarm  their  fears. 

My  former  accounts  of  the  state  of  this  county,  &  what  I  have 
now  said  of  its  inhabitants,  may  chiefly  be  thus  summed  up.  That 
the  people,  generally,  having,  during  a  long  course  of  years,  been 
bickering  with  Pennsylvania — having,  at  sundry  times,  greatly 
suffered  by  her  attempts  to  subdue  or  expel  them — having,  during 
the  same  period,  entertained  jealousies  of  her,  lest  one  day  she  should 
crush  them — these  jealousies  (as  b  natural  to  the  weaker  party) 
''being  in  the  greatest  extreme,  &  having  become  habitual — the  same 
jealousies  also  being  still  kept  alive  by  the  artifices  &  lies  of  a  few 
designing  men,  and  the  indecision  of  government  respecting  their 
lands — many  also  being  willing  to  hazard  every  thing,  rather  than 
trust  to  tho  honour,  faith  &  generosity  of  the  State.  Many  (like 
tho  men  who  resorted  to  David)  having  fled  hither  from  other  States, 
io  escape  from  justice^  or  theit  cTei4\lox«( — ^^lft  tnftt^  W^-fhare-men 
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having  no  chance  of  holding  any  land  but  by  overturning  the  an- 
ihority  of  the  State  in  tbig  eetUement — Many  others  having  old 
posaessionai  &  by  themselves  or  sons,  or  both,  also  holding  half- 
ahare-rights,  &  wishing  to  secure  the  latter  ^in  many  oases  the  moro 
valuable  lands)  as  well  as  the  former ;  ana  thinking  they  have  a 
very  eood  chance  of  securing  both,  by  temporising,  oy  making  a 
partial  submission  to  government,  &  keeping  themselves  in  readi- 
ness to  resist  when  a  supposed  favourable  opportunity  presents — and 
concluding  from  past  uniform  experience,  that  thev  may  act  thus  ' 
with  impunity — their  head  men  in  the  settlement,  and  the  junto  of  the 
Susquehanna  Company  (such  as  Judd,  Hamilton,  Benton,  Beach, 
&c.,)  being  also  closely  connected  with  the  New  York  Lessees,  with 
whom,  it  is  past  doubt,  this  settlement  was  to  act  in  concert,  &  from 
whom  they  expected  to  derive  effectual  support.  From  lil  these 
causes  many  of  the  inhabitants  have  an  utter  hatred  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  many  more  have  a  greater  or  less  degree  of  disaffection.  And 
this  disaffection  has  been  confirmed  by  a  ridiculous  confidence  that 
they  were  able  to  cope  with  all  the  force  the  State  could  send  against 
them.  Not  that  the  militia  cf  Pennsylvania  were  unable,  if  disposed, 
to  subdue  them ;  but  Franklin  &  Jenkins  have  made  them  believo 
that  a  body  of  militia  equal  to  this  effect,  &  disposed  to  produce  it, 
could  not  be  raised ;  and  that  from  the  divisions  in  the  State  no 
other  effectual  force  would  ever  come  against  them.  Council  knows 
that  Franklin  himself,  tho'  far  better  informed  than  the  mass  of  the 
people,  had  the  madness  and  folly  to  attempt  an  open  resistance  to 
the  State  in  arms.  It  was  for  this  purpose  he  sent  his  written  orders 
to  his  adherents,  especially  the  half-share-men,  to  assemble  in  arms, 
in  October  last,  to  prevent  the  election  of  militia  officers,  signing 
himself  Colo.  Commandant,  I  suppose  Council  is  now  possessed  of 
two  of  his  orders,  in  his  own  hand  writing — Mr.  Ellicott  took  them 
with  him  to  Philadelphia.  On  that  day  (had  not  Franklin  fortunately 
been  previously  carried  off)  the  authority  of  the  State  in  this  county 
would  doubtless  have  been  utterly  subverted,  &  every  officer  of 
government  banished,  or  compelled  to  swear  obedience  to  this  New 
Commander.  At  this  moment  great  numbers  of  half-share-men  are 
in  actual  possession  of  lands  allotted  to  them  by  Franklin  &  Jenkins, 
from  Tunkhannock  to  Tioga;  and  I  cannot  believe  that  other 
ckimants,  (either  Pennsylvanians  or  old  Connecticut  settlers)  would 
be  able  to  get  possession  of  those  lands  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
law.  For  tho'  many  of  these  half-share-men  have  taken  the  benefit 
of  the  law  to  recover  debts,  or,  being  debtors,  have  so  far  submitted 
to  its  operation ;  yet  (like  old  Abbot,  in  Garret  Smith's  deposition) 
swear  vengeance  against  any  who  shall  attempt  to  dispossess  them  of 
their  half-share-rights. 

I  therefore  continue  of  the  opinion,  ITiat  in  order  to  esialluh  ihA 
jpeace  of  the  count//  of  Luzerne,  it  is  necessary  to  fix  a  military  ]po«i 
at  Tiojfa.    This  itppeua  U)  me  to  be  the  dlcUte  oi  Humoait n  v&^ 
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toundpoltcyy  as  well  as  of  neeesnfy.  If  a  regular  fbroe,  snffioient  to 
overawe  the  tarbnlent,  be  there  stationed,  the  laws  will  have  tkor 
free  and  natural  operatioui  &  the  exercise  of  foroe  will  perhaps  oe?er 
be  requisite ;  thus  the  shedding  of  blood  may  be  prevented.  And 
t  mnoh  less  force  will  be  adequate  to  overawe  the  disaffectedi  than 
to  crush  their  rebellion  when  once  they  have  flown  to  arms.  I  sup- 
pose, however,  that  veryfeWy  even  of  the  old  settlerSf  deem  it  at  all 
necessary  to  send  troops  hither,  altho'  it  were  only  to  form  a  post  at 
Tioga.  They  (&  among  them  Col*  Denison^  were  of  the  same  opinion 
after  the  tumults  of  last  autumn  had  suDsided.  Yet  it  is  a  truth 
that  the  civil  officers  have  not  been  able  fblly  to  execute  the  laws 
more  than  thirty  miles  up  the  river  from  this  place  At  Tuokhan- 
nock  &  upwards,  as  well  criminal  as  civil  process  (so  far  as  the  latter 
respected  lands)  has  been  set  at  defiance.  The  coming  of  troops 
would  hurt  the  pride  of  some,  who  would  say  it  would  be  ■  reflection 
on  the  county ;  they  say  also  that  troops  always  plunder  and  do 
mischief ;  and  they  fear  that  measure  will  operate  in  the  Assembly 
against  their  claims  &  petitions  for  a  confirmation  of  their  lands.  Of 
the  latter  tendency  I  am  not  insensible }  but  tho'  interested  myself 
to  obtain  such  confirmation,  I  feel  no  disposition  to  conceal  my  senti- 
ments on  this  subject,  or  keep  Government  in  ignorance  of  a  single 
fact  that  may  contribute  to  the  forming  a  just  idea  of  the  state  of 
this  county.  I  confess  that  the  exertions  of  the  people  here  against 
the  late  insurgents  seem  to  have  had  a  very  good  effect ;  and  the 
folly  of  attempting,  by  small  numbers,  so  to  violate  the  laws  has 
been  manifested.  And  in  consequence  hereof  there  will  be  need  of 
fewer  troops  than  if  the  late  disturbance  had  not  happened. 

I  beg  leave  to  add  another  reason  for  fixing  a  post  at  Tioga. 
There  are  great  numbers  of  orderly  people,  farmers  and  tradesmen, 
who  would  come  and  settle  in  this  county.  Divers  such  have,  to 
my  knowledge,  been  waiting  for  the  establishment  of  peace,  in  o^ler 
to  remove  hither ;  but  they  will  not  come  until  the  authority  of 
government  is  indubitably  established.  The  present  calm,  like  the 
former,  they  will  justly  suppose  to  be  deceitful.  But  surely  'tis  of 
vast  importance  that  the  number  of  good  citizens  here  should  be  in* 
creased — such  would  strengthen  the  hands  of  government ;  and  after 
no  long  period,  the  laws  having  had  their  full  operation,  the  troops 
might  be  disbanded.  Should  it  1^  the  determination  of  Government  to 
raise  a  company  of  good  troops  for  the  purpose  mentioned,  it  will  be 
expedient  that  a  part  (perhaps  a  fourth)  should  consist  of  some  faith- 
ful young  men  of  the  county,  who  are  hardy  &  brave,  who  are 
woodsmen,  and  who  know  the  inhabitants,  particularly  the  most  dis- 
affected characters,  and  the  country. 

The  letter  to  the  Sheriff,  with  the  warrant,  &o.,  from  New  York, 

I  delivered  to  him  yesterday,  and  requested  him  to  conoert  measures 

partiouhrly  for  seising  John  Jenkins.     The  Sheriff  is  now  going  to 

TiogM,  and  I  hope  his  endeavooxs,  V\l\i  l\iQ««  ^l  ^VAifkuho  may  be 
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Umptbi  hjibB  offered  feward|Wfll  be  eoeeenliil  ih  seiiifig  that 
atroeioiis  OTender. 

I  haTe  the  honour  to  be 

wUh  great  respeoi  mtf 

yonr  most  obediant  Mr?Mit» 

TIMOTHY  HOKIRINO.* 
JHreeied, 

The  Hoaonreble  Peter  Mohlebbergi  Tlee  Prendenti  &o. 


DsposmoH  OF  Oarrr  Smith,  1788. 

ly  Garret  Smithi  of  the  township  of  Bmhitfftn,  in  tiie  oonntj  of 
Luaeme,  and  of  lawful  age,  testify  and  deelare  That  on  Banday 
evening  on  the  twenty  second  day  of  June  laat^  I  wae  at  Meaboppen, 
and  between  the  houses  of  Thomas  Wigton  and  Martin  Dudley,  met 
Gideon  Dudley,  said  Martin's  son,  when  Gideon  said  he  had  a  ffreat 
secret  to  reteal  to  me,  at  tne  request  of  Major  Jenkins^  colonel 
McKinstry,  and  John  Hyde,  (the  son  of  John  Hyde  of  Wilkesbanre,  ai 
I  took  it)  and  asked  me  if  I  would  keen  the  secret.  I  answered 
That  I  would,  if  it  was  not  to  iujure  myself  or  my  neighbours.  He 
then  said  it  was  to  take  Colonel  Pickering,  and  carry  him  into  the 
woods,  and  there  keep  him,  untill  Colonel  Franklin  was  returned  to 
the  county  or  released  (or  such  like  expression  he  made  use  of).  I 
told  him  I  would  think  of  it  till  the  morning.  The  next  mominff 
I  called  at  Captain  Dudley's  (having  lodged  at  said  Wieton's)  and 
told  Gideon  I  would  go  home  and  talk  with  my  wife,  l)ut  rather 
thought  I  should  go  with  them.  I  then  went  down  into  the  mill, 
to  Captain  Dudley  and  asked  him  if  he  knew  any  thing  about  the 
affair  of  taking  Colonel  Pickering.  He  answered  yes — but  that  he 
was  unwilling  that  both  of  his  sons  should  go  I  asked  why.  He 
answered  for  fear  they  should  be  found  out — ^for  if  one  was  at  home 
people  would  thick  the  other  was  some  where  at  work.  I  then  asked 
him  which  Vas  going.  He  answered,  Gideon,  and  that  he  (Captain 
Dudley)  was  willing  he  should  go,  and  support  the  cause,  but 
wished  his  son  Joseph  might  not  go,  lest  it  should  be  fbund  out 
that  bis  sons  were  in  the  scrape.  I  then  said  Captain  Dudley,  I 
am  a  poor  man,  if  I  go  who  is  to  support  my  family,  while  I  am 
gone  f  He  answered,  I  will — I  have  enough — After  this  I  left 
Mesboppen  to  go  home  in  a  canoe.  When  I  had  pushed  up  as  far 
Bpbraim  Tylers,  I  landed,  aud  went  to  his  house,  where  I  found 
Joseph  Dudley  above  mentioned,  who  immediately  said  to  me-— you 
are  my  prisoner  for  a  while — (he  had  a  tomahawk  \ik  VVa  W^i^ 
Theita  iphnim  Tjler  tusked  me  if  I  was  wVIlint  Vo  gj^^  vadk^A^iM 

*  See  Col  Bee.  Vol.  XV.,  p.  014. 
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Colonel  Piokering  ?     Then  Joseph  Dudley  added — speaking  to  me| 
YOU  have  promisea  to  go,  and   must  either  do  that,  or  go  down  to 
Lieu  tenant  Kilbom's  (that  is  Joseph  Kilborn's)  and  there  lay  con- 
fined Hill  I  return  (meaning  as  I  understoood  'till  he  and  the  party 
returned  from  the  taking  of  Colonel  Pickering)  I  then  said  I   had 
not  promised,  but  only  that  I  would  go  home  and  talk  with  my  wife 
and  if  she  is  against  it  I  will  not  go.     I  then  set  off  to  go  to  my 
canoe,  but  was  followed  by  said  Tyler  and  Joseph  Dudleyi  who  took 
hold  of  me  and  by  force  brought  me  back  to  Tyler's  house.     I  then 
said  to  Tyler  if  I  go  what  shidl  I  do  for  provisions  in  goine,  and  to 
support  my  family  Vhile  I  am  gone  ?    Tyler  answered — I  have  sent 
the  flour  of  two  bushels  of  wheat,  and  fifty  weight  of  pork,  to  lieu- 
tenant Kilborn's  out  of  which  jou  can  be  supplied ;  and  I  will   see 
that  your  family  has  provisions  in  your  absenoei  and  I  will  get  a 
man  or  go  myself  to  work  on  your  land,  and  we  will   also  allow  you 
a  dollar  a  day  for  every  day  you  are  gone. — To  whom  (said  I)  shall 
I  look  for  this  pay  7  He  answered  you  may  look  to  me  for  it.     I 
then  turned  about,  and  said  to  him — I  cannot  go.     Then  Tyler's 
wife  said  she  had  dreamed  last  night,  that  the  boys  went  to  take  an 
Elk,  and  that  a  person  had  been  thet'e  and  told  the  Elk,  and  that  he 
was  gone.    Then  her  husband  Ephraim  Tyler  said,  If  Garret  Smith 
will  give  me  his  word  and  honour  that  he  will  go,  or  that  he  ^  will 
not  reveal  the  secret  in  three  week,  then   he   may  go  home.     He 
brought  a  bible  and  asked  me  to  lay  my  hand  on  it  and  swear,  but 
I  told  him  it  was  against  my  principle.     He  then  asked  me  to  hold 
up  my  hand,  which  I  did,  when  he  spoke  to  this  effect — you  declare 
that  you  wiU  keep  this  secret  for  three  weeks,  I  answered  I  will, 
after  Tyler  said  if  I  would  give  my  promise,  I  might  go  home. 
Elijah  Reynolds  who  was  by,  said  Garret  Smith  has  lived   with 
Colonel    Hay,   and  knows  what  he  is  about. — I  rather  fuess  it 
is  best  to  have  him  sworn.  And  then  Tyler  offered   me  the  bible,  aa 
above  mentioned. — I  then  left  them,  and  went   home.     The  same 
day  I  thought  of  my  neighbour  Thomas   Kinney,  and  as  he  was  a 
half  share  man,  I  suspected  he  might  be  concerned  in  the  afl^ir. 
In  the  evening  he  came  to  my  house,  and  we  set  out  together  and 
went  up  little  Tuscorora  creek  to  hunt.     On  our  way  I  said  to  him 
Mr.    Kinney,   do  you  know  any  thing  of  this  affair  of  the  boys 
going  to  Wyoming  ?     He  answered  yes — and  added — The  Penna- 
mites  have  drove  the  Connecticut  (or  New  England)  People,  and 
plundered  them,  and  now  we  mean  to  have  revenge  and   plunder, 
and  if  you  will  go  along,  you  shall  have  part. — I  forgot  to  mentioui 
That  while  at  Tyler's  as  abovesaid,  Tyler  told  me,  that  if  I  would  go 
along  with   the  boys,  I  should  have,  besides  what  he  had   before 
promised,  the  place  I  lived  on  (part  of  which  I  supposed  belonged 
to  Doctor  Smith)  and  the  half  of  ten  acres  of  good  wheat  which 
James  Smith  then  had  on  the  ground, — for  the  other  half  moat  go 
to  support  the  boja  in  the  woods.— ^\i^u  QSA^iv  Dudley  proposed 
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tbe  mmtter  to  me,  I  tsked  bim  where  we  were  to  get  rapport  from  T 
He  tniwered— out  of  the  settlement  I  then  asked  him,  who  was 
going  to  Yindioate  this  eanae.  He  answered — That  oolonel 
SicEinstr/ was  eomng  with  five  hundred  men,  in  order  to  rabdue 
tbe  settlement — That  he  MeKiostry)  was  to  take  possession  of  John 
HoUenbaok's  mill  and  place  and  John  Hyde  of  Doctor  Smith's 
place.  I  asked — ^What  are  yon  going  to  do  with  John  Hollenbaok  J 
He  answered — Damm  him,  tomehawk  bim  ns  soon  as  we  can  see 
him. — I  also  asked  him  (before  this)  if  Doctor  Smith  was  concerned 
in  the  affair.  He  anawered  no-^and  that  he  (the  Doctor)  was  a 
damned  rascal.  I  also  asked  if  Col.  Butler  was  concerned.  Ho 
answered — ^no,  not  that  I  know  of. 

The  mark  of 
GAKRET  SMITH. 

Luseme  ss.  August  7,  1788.     Then  Oarret  Smith  who  has  sub- 
scribed tbe  aforewritten  deposition,   being  duly  sworn,  did   declare,- 
That  the  same  deposition  contains  tbe  truth,  the  whole  trutb,  and 
nothing  but  the  truth,  to  the  best  of  his  present  recollection, 
before,         "  WM.  HOOKER  SMITH, 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 

I  the  said  Gkrret  Smith  farther  reoollect  and  declare,  That  about 
a  week  before  Colonel  Pickerine  was  taken,  I  saw  Nathan  Abbot, 
tbe  elder  at  bis  own  house  (which  is  in  tbe  township  of  Braintram) 
and  He  then  swore.  That  be  would  support  bis  place  where  be  then 
lived,  and  that  he  would  kill  any  damned  Pennamite  that  should 
ever  set  his  foot  on  it.  Said  Abbot  holds  his  place,  as  I  ha?e  al- 
ways understood,  by  a  half-share  right. 

The  mark  of 
GARRET  M  SMITH. 

Sworn  as  above  August  7th,  1788,  Before  Wm.  Hooker  Smith, 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 


Delegates  in  Cokgress  to  V.  P.  Muhlenberg,  1788. 

New  York  Augt.  18th,  1788. 
Sir, 

We  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  tbe  Receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  6th  instant*  and^will  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  commu- 
nicating the  pleasing  information  it  contains  to  Congress^  ia  tU^ 
meantime  we  have  informed  the  Secretary  at  Wat,  wVio  V\V\  vav\a»r 

*  Seepage  864,  and  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XV.,  p. h\K* 
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diately  direct  the  Troops  to  proeeed  agreeably  to  their  first  desti- 
nation. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Sir,  with,  great  respect, 
joor  most  obedient, 

and  Humble  Servants^ 
WM.  IRVINE, 
SAM.  MEREDITH, 
JOHN  ARMSTRONG,  Jr., 
Directed^ 
The  Honble.  Peter  Muhlenberg,  Esq. 


Samuel  Hodgdon  to  Council,  1788. 

Philadelphia,  August  13th,  1788. 
Gentlemen, 

In  a  Letter  of  the  11th  instant,  which  I  received  Yesterday  from  the 
War  Office,  is  the  following  Paragraph,  viz :  "  I  have  to  request 
^<  that  you  would  immediately  on  the  reception  of  this  Letter,  apply 
«to  the  Executive  Council  for  an  Express  to  take  the  inclosed 
'<  Letters  to  Easton.  General  Irvine  is  of  opinion  with  me  that 
^'  they  will  cheerfully  be  at  this  expence.'^  The  letters  contain 
marching  orders  to  the  continental  troops  collected  at  that  place,  on 
the  request  of  Council ;  and  in  full  confidence  that  Council  will  pay 
the  expence,  I  have  sent  off  an  Express  to  prevent  further  deten- 
tion and  expence.  When  the  person  employed  returns,  his  Account 
shall  be  laid  before  your  Honorable  Board.' 
With  respect  and  Esteem, 

I  am,  Gentlemen,  Your 

most  obedient  Servant, 

SAMUEL  HODGDON, 

Commis.  of  Mil.  stores. 
JOirecteclj 

Honorable  Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 
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Secestabt  of  Congress  to  Pres.  FRAKKLnr,  1788. 

Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress, 

August  14th.  1788. 
Sir,  -o  ^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  Ezoellency  herewith  en- 
closed an  act  passed  by  the  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled, 
the  12th  of  this  month.'*' 

With  the  greatest  Bespeot, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  Excellenoy's 
most  obedient  and 
most  ham.  Serrti 

OHA.  THOMSON. 

His  Excellency,  the  President  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 


Hon.  Francis  Hopzinson  to  Council,  1788. 

Gentlemen, 

As  Judge  of  Admiralty  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  I 
think  it  my  Duty  to  present  to  your  View  a  Circumstance  which,  as 
it  seems  to  touch  the  sovereign  Rights  of  the  State,  appears  to  me 
of  Importance  sufficient  to  merit  the  attention  of  your  Honourable 
Board. 

By  an  act  of  assembly,  entitled,  '^  An  act  for  the  further  Regula- 
tions of  the  Port  of  Philadelphia  and  enlarging  the  Powers  of  the 
Wardens  thereof,"  passed  the  1»'  of  April,  1784  the  mode  of  issuing 
and  executing  Warrants  of  Survey  on  Vessels  and  Goods  damaged 
or  supposed  to  be  damaged  by  Stress  of  Weather,  accidents  at  Sea, 
bad  storage,  or  other  Cause  is  specified  and  designated,  viz*,  By  a 
Writ  or  Warrant  from  the  Judge  of  Admiralty  directed  to  the  War- 
dens of  the  Port  of  Philadelphia  for  the  Time  being,  or  any  two  of* 
them,  who  are  to  make  report  of  their  Proceedings  thereon,  which 
Report  is  filed  in  the  Admiralty  office,  and  the  Parties  requiring  it 
are  furnished  with  Copies  of  the  original  Report,  certified  by  the 
Register  &  under  the  Seal  of  the  Admiralty.  And  this  certified 
Copy  is  admitted  as  Evidence  in  all  foreign  Countries  where  general 
Admiralty  Law  is  recognized.  Aooording  to  this  mode,  hath  such 
Survey  hitherto  been  conducted. 

On  the  8'^  Instant,  I  was  applied  to  by  Natbamd  l^V^a^'^V^^^t 

♦  5ee  Col  Rec.,  XV.,  p.  616. 
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of  the  Brig  Adventure,  informiDg  that  he  was  lately  bound  from 
this  Port  of  Philadelphia  to  Barbadoes,  bat  meeting  with  damage  at 
Sea  was  obliged  to  put  back  for  Repairs,  &  requiring  a  Survey  to  be 
had  on  his  Vessel — And  a  Writ  was  accordingly  issued  directed  to 
the  Wardens  of  the  Port  in  the  usual  Form. 

On  the  20*^,  I  received  a  written  note  from  the  Board  of  Wardens 
requesting  my  attendance  at  their  Office,  as  they  wished  to  converse 
with  me  on  a  matter  which  seemed  to  interfere  with  the  Admiralty 
Jurisdiction.  I  attended  accordingly,  when  I  was  informed  that  a 
Survey  had  been  made  on  the  Brig  Adventure  in  Parsoanoe  of  my 
Writ,  and  they  were  drawing  out  their  Report,  when  William  Alli- 
bone,  Esquire,  one  of  the  Board,  received  a  Paper  entitled  a  War- 
rant of  Survey  on  the  same  Brig  Adventure,  directed  to  himself  and 
Joshua  Humphreys  Ship  Carpenter,  dated  the  15^  Instant,  purport- 
ing to  be  in  Pursuance  of  a  British  Act  of  Parliament  &  signed  P. 
Bond,  Consul.  This  Paper  the  Board  of  Wardens  put  into  my 
Hands  &  requested  my  opinion  thereon. 

As  this  is  the  first  Instance  of  the  kind  that  hath  ocourr'd,  to  my 
Knowledge,  as  no  other  foreign  Consul  bath  claimed  or  assumed  the 
Exercise  of  this  universally  acknowledged  Branch  of  Admiralty 
Jurisdiction,  and  as  I  know  of  no  Convention  between  the  United 
States  of  America  and  the  Court  of  London  investing  the  British 
Consul  with  this  Power :  I  thought  it  necessary  to  submit  the  matter 
to  the  Consideration  of  your  Honourable  Board,  and  for  this  Pur- 
pose I  enclose  the  original  Paper  called  a  Warrant  of  Survey  iasued 
by  Phineas  Bond,  Esquire,  as  Consul. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 
with  all  due  Respect, 

your  Honour's  most  obedient 

and  most  faithful  Humble  Servant, 

FRAS.  HOPKINSON.* 
Philadelphia,  August  2I**,  1788. 

Indorsed, 

Read  in  Council  August  22"*,  1788,  and  referred  to  the  Honora- 
ble the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court — and  The  Attorney  Qeneral 
for  their  Opinion  thereon. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

JAMES  TRIMBLE, 

for  Charles  Biddle,  Sec'ry. 
Directed, 

His  Exo'y  the  President  &  Hon'ble  Supreme  Executive  Council. 
»  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  517. 


PENNSYLVANIA   ABCHIVES   1768.  877 

Lt.  James  Marshall  to  Pjies.  Feanklin,  1788. 

PbiUdelpbia,  22d  Auguat,  1788, 

Prom  tmmeroua  applications  by  the  fronteer  lobabitaute,  in  tbe 
Cotietj  of  WaBhiugtoD,  efipeemllj  in  that  part  of  the  County,  wbere 
tbe  fatnlles  were  killed  laat  fait ;  I  fotiad  it  necessary  early  in  the 
sprtDg  to  order  on  duty^  about  twenty  moiij  and  to  continue  from 
time  to  time,  nearly  that  number.  As  tbere  baa  been  no  proTii'ioa 
made  for  Tictualing  our  Milium  wben  jn  actual  Berme,  I  bave  been 
obliged  to  make  myself  liable  for  tbe  greatest  part,  the  Yictualing 
Expended  in  that  way,  and  in  aome  Instunces  have  been  under  the 
neoeaaity  of  advancing  Cush.  I  therefore  hope  your  Hon'ble  Board 
viH  make  such  prorisiion  as  may  be  neoeasary  for  auppljing  tbe 
Militia  that  may  be  ealled  into  actual  service^  m  future^  a«  well  aa 
for  paying  the  fiuppUea  already  made. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  the  Highest  respect^ 

your  Ezcellenoy's  most  obd't 

and  very  Humble  ServMity 

JAMES  MARSHALL. 
Lieut.  W.  C</j-* 
Directed^ 

On  poblic  service. 

His  Ezcellencyi  Benjamin  Franklin;    Esquire^  President^ 
Philadelphia. 

»  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  617. 
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GiBcuLAR  ov  GouKoiL  TO  LiBUTS.  07  Gouimis,  1788. 

(Circular.) 
Secretary's  Office, 

Philadelphia,  Augnst  22d,  1788. 
«r, 

I  am  directed  by  Council  to  demro  yon  will  send  to  them  the 
'  actual  retnms  of  all  peraoDS  within  your  County  made  subject  by 
*  Law  to  the  performauce  of  Militia  dutiesi  together  with  a  return 
'  of  the  Persons  who  have  actually  attended  on  Muster  days  withii\ 
'  the  years  1785,  1786,  and  1787/' — As  these  returns  are  wanted 
4>  be  laid  before  the  General  Assembly  at  their  next  sossionSj  you  are 
requested  to  send  them  as  soon  as  possible. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Tour  obedient  and  Tcry  humble  Servant, 

CHARLES  BIDDLE,  Seo'y. 
To  the  Lieutenants  of  the  several  counties. 


Saml.  noDGDON  TO  Sbo'y  Biddlb,  1788. 

Philadelphia,  23d  August,  1788. 
3ir, 

The  Arms  at  Carlisle  are  divided  into  parcels  of  One  hundred 
3ach  and  are  to  be  sold  in  lots.  I  will  endeavour  to  comply  with 
the  wishes  of  Council  by  reserving  the  Number  vou  mention,  until 
the  pleasure  of  the  Legislature  is  known — or  at  all  events  to  furnish 
them,  if  those  offered  for  sale  at  Carlisle  should  command  such  a 
price  as  to  induce  me  to  dispose  of  the  whole. 

I  shall  however,  be  in  Town  again  soon  after  the  Assembly  is 
convened  and  will  certify  Council  more  fully  on  the  subject. 
With  esteem,  yours, 

SAMUEL  HODGDON, 

Commiss'ry  Mil.  Stores. 
Directed^ 
Charles  Biddle,  Esq. 


Robert  Galbraith,  &o.,  to  Pbes.  Franklin,  1788. 

Huntingdon,  August  28d,  1788. 

Sir, 

With  the  utmost  Regret  we  find  ourselves  Once  more  Under  the 
disagreeable  Necessity  of  Informing  Your  Exoelleno^  iViaX  Ova  ^^xV» 
of  the  SUte  is  StiU  torn  uid  distracted  by  the  Maohina^ioiiaol  ^V^^ 
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and  evil  disposed  persons.  A  few  days  after  Our  last  letter  to  your 
Hononrable  Board  from  Messrs.  Smith  &  Henderson,  A  party  armed 
with  Bludgeons,  about  twenty  in  Number,  headed  by  Abraham 
Smith,  William  M'Cune  &  Samuel  Clinton,  the  latter  of  them  a 
most  Notorious  Rioter,  came  into  the  Town  and  violently  beat  Mr. 
Alexander  Irwin,  One  of  Our  Citizens.  Some  of  the  Same  Riotooa 
party,  whose  names  &  persons  we  have  Not  been  able  properly  to 
ascertain,  have  frequently,  at  night,  assaulted  Our  Hoasea  with 
Showers  of  Stones.  Threats  have  been  Sent  from  all  parts  of  the 
County  that  Death— or  what  is  to  a  man  of  feeling  worse — Cropping 
Tarring,  &c.,  should  be  inflicted  On  Us  or  any  other  Officer  of  the 
County  who  Should  Attempt  to  put  the  Laws  in  Force.  On  Wed- 
nesday last  about  One  hundred  and  eighty  men  collected  from  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  County — Some  few  of  the  Townsmen  among 
them,  paraded  the  Streets,  not  with  Muskets,  as  before,  altho'  we 
have  Reason  to  believe  they  had  a  number  Secreted.  They  were 
headed  by  William  M'EIroy,  Abraham  Smith,  John  Smith  &  John 
Little,  Esq.,  One  of  the  County  Justices,  what  their  intentions  w?re 
we  know  not.  But  hearing  from  many  different  Quarters  that 
they  were  determined  to  destroy  some  of  Us,  We  collected  a  few 
friends  of  Government  and  Some  Arms  and  Met  at  the  House  of 
Benjamin  Elliot,  Esq.  Our  Sheriff  Resolved,  if  any  attack  was 
made,  to  repel  Force  with  Force,  &  to  the  Utmost  defend  Our  Own 
Lives.  This  Salutary  precaution,  of  which  we  are  Satisfied,  their 
Spies  had  given  them  Information,  was  without  Doubt,  the  Reason 
of  their  Not  committing  any  Violence  that  Day.  After  marching 
with  Colours  flying  &  Fifes  playing  thro'  the  town,  they  hold,  what 
they  called  an  Election,  at  the  House  of  William  Kerr,  for  Members 
to  meet  in  Convention  at  Louisburg,  as  we  have  been  informed.  At 
this  Election  they  excluded  from  voting  every  One  who  did  Not 
march  with  them,  and  admitted  promiscuously  every  one  who  did. 
A  number  of  Insults  were  thrown  Out  against  the  Government^  but 
no  personal  Injury  done. 

To  Your  Honourable  Board,  as  the  Supreme  Executive  Power  of 
the  State,  we  apply  for  such  Assistance  in  Support  of  Govern- 
ment^ as  to  your  Wisdoms  shall  seem  proper.'*' 

We  are  your  most  Obedient,  Humble  Servants, 

ROBERT  GALBRAITH, 
THOMAS  DUNCAN  SMITH, 
AND.  HENDERSON, 
BENJ'N  ELLIOT. 
Direcleclf 

To  His  Excellency,  The  President  of  the  Supreme  Ex^icutive 
Council,  Pennsylvania. 

*  Bee  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  63(W42. 


Hr.  Bood  preaeDts  bis  CapopUvMiiUi  to  Mr.  BMdIt,  H«  hm  kmmi 
inibniMd  a  MeoHirkl  from  the  Judge  of  the  Admiralty,*  hu  been 
presented  to  the  Conneil,  relative  to  some  Prooeedincs  in  the  Sepairs 
of  mBritieh  Yeaael:  the  node  of  whiok  iadimted  byaBntbh 
Aoi  of  FtoHameali  detnwg  in  Terms  of  preeisioiii  the  Ooiifliu*  ^ 
bo  poTsned  I9  the  Cowpil,  and  tij  the  Maaler  of  Ibe  YeassL 

If  it  be  not  eontrary  to  the  Ordera  of  the  Bob.  Osmoa,  Mk 
Biddk  will  eonlbr  a  Fator  upon  Mr.  Bond,  by  direeting  him  to  be 
famished  with  a  Copy  of  the  Memorial.f  .   .       ., 

Seoond  Street^  Ang't  26th,  1788. 
Directed, 

Charles  Biddle  Esq.^  Secretary,  to  the  ifton.,  the  Sopreme  Exeon- 
tiTO  Goanoil  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penni^lvania. 


Zbb.  Butlkb  to  Pees.  Frakklik— Wtoming,  1788. 

WitbAarre,  Augnst  26, 1788. 
Sir: 

This  nay  infbrm  yonr  fixoelleix^  and  Conndl,  that  agreeable  to 
reqneet,  I  held  the  eleetion  of  offieers  fbr  the  npper  Battalioa,  and 
the  eneloeed  are  the  persons  who  were  ebosen  to  command  the 
BatCaUon  and  the  several  Companies,  which  compose  said  Batlalkm. 
John  Jenkias  and  John  Swift,  by  Bsqnire  (}ore,  I  am  infmrmed  are. 
out  of  the  State :  and  it  is  pretty  generally  nown,  that  Hiey  irsi 
making  all  possible  preparations  to  rsmofc  their  Ihmilies.  This  eii^ 
cnmstance,  I  thonght  necessary  to  mention  that  OouneQ  might  giTO 
farther  directions  for  a  new  eleetion.  I  would  likewise  Inform 
Council,  that  by  the  advice  of  anthority,  I  held  the  last  election  in 
different  places.  The  reasons  why  I  adopted  this  method,  were  the 
ioconveniency  of  the  people's  assembling  at  one  place.  This  I 
snppooc  was  not  alcogetner  conformable  to  the  law  regnlatiog  elec- 
tions; but  when  I  inform  that  the  district  is  exceedingly  lengthy; 
perhaps  the  method  by  Conndl,  may  not  altogether  be  deem'd  in- 
proper  or  ineligible.  If  it  should  be,  voor  Excellency's  and  Goun- 
eil's  pleasure  will  be,  (I  trust,)  s^^fied  in  the  directions  for  holding 
another  eleetion.  Also  Is  endosed  ihe  ehoibe  of  OScen  made  .by 
the  li^t  Draggoons  and  Infontry  Companies.  That  election  of  the 
light  l)raggoons,  was  once  before  held ;  but  as  it  was  not  p^rfeellj 
consistant  with  kw;  I  thought  proper  to  assemble  them  H^f 
which  being  done,  they  proceeded  and  ratified  their  former  ohoioa^ 

♦  8eepi  «rA  .      f  fee  <W.  mq.»Tr^>»r«i  Wft 
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by  the  uplifting  of  hands.  If  tbb  shall  be  deem'd  iUegali  when 
directions  are  given,  I  shall  sommon  the  company  to  another  ele^ 
tion.  In  the  meantime  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  yonr  Exoelleney's 
most  obedient  and  very  hnmble  servant. 

ZEB'N  BUTLER.* 

P.  8. — Vaoanoies  in  the  Companies  of  the  lower  Battalion  ars 
filled  up,  whioh  are  on  the  retnm ;  I  would  just  mentioii  Ihoss 
whose  Commission  were  not  sent  on.  Whether  I  shall  proeeed  lo 
call  other  election  or  not  ? 

Z.  B. 
Directed^ 

To  his  Excellency,  Benj'n  Franklin,  Esquire,  Philadelphia. 

Indorsed. — Read  Sept  1,  postponed  to  the  3d. 


Board  of  Treas'y  to  Delegates  in  Congress — ^Erie, 

1788. 

Board  of  Treasury,  August  28,  1788. 
Gentlemen, 

The  United  States  in  Congress,  having  by  their  act  of  the  20th 
Instant,  determined  that  no  Reservations  are  in  their  judgment, 
necessary  to  be  made  on  account  of  the  United  States,  in  a  certain 
Tract  of  Land,  contained  in  the  interval  betwixt  a  meridian  Line, 
run  between  Lake  Erie  and  the  State  of  Pensylvania;  and  the 
Boundaries  of  the  State  of  New  York  and  Massachusetts,  We  b^ 
leave  to  acquaint  yon  that  we  accept  your  Proposal  for  the  purchase 
of  the  said  tract,  on  behalf  of  the  state  of  PennsilvaQia,  aa  ex* 
pressed  in  your  latter  of  the  7th  July,  1788. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  great  respect,  Oentlemen, 

your  obedient  humble  Servants, 

SAMUEL  OSGOODi 
ARTHUR  LEB.t 
Indonedf 

Delegates  proposal  to  the  Board  of  Treasury,  for  the  purchase  of 
the  Lake  Erie  lands ;  and  the  Boards  acceptance  of  the  proposal 

Dirtded^ 

To  the  Honorable  the  Delegates  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

*  See  page  885,  and  Col.  Reo.«  Vol.  XV.,  p.  526. 
t  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XV.,  ^ij.  ^Vk,  ^,^1^  bVi. 


PJQimATES  TO  Board  oi  TuAsraTwr^ftii,  VI^ 

0  Delegates  of  the  State  of  Penqsylvipiay  in  oonpiiMyoe 
rupjtioDs,  and  in  virtue  of  powers,  reoeived  from  the  said 
>fereby  offer  to  ooDtract  (in  behalf  of  the  said  State,)  with 
As  Board  of  Treasury,  for  a  traot  of  land  belonging  to  the 
tates,  contained  in  the  interval  betwixt  a  Meridian  Line, 
raen  Lake  Erie  and  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the 
qa  of  the  States  of  New  York  and  MassaohttsettSt  M  the 
iree-foof  th  of  a  dollar  per  acre ;  pavable  in  Gold  or  ^flver, 
ilic  securities  of  the  IJDited  States,  nearing  interest;  when 
itity  ascertained  by  actual  survey,  in  the  manner  pre- 
j  %  Resolution  of  Congress^  of  the  7th  of  Jane,  1788.^ 
•;.  (Signed.)  WM.  BINGtfAM, 

.:'.  JAMBS  B.  BEIDi 

3opy, 

4UEL  OSGOOD, 
FHDR  LEE. 
ork,  July  7, 1788. 


XoN  ov  Judges  on  as  Admiralty  Case,  1788. 

ixcellency  the  President,  and  the  Honorable  the  Snpi 
ive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvama* 

hose  names  are  under-written,  have  read  &  considered  the 
You  from  the  Judge  of  the  Admiralty,  dated  the  21**  in- 
d  also  the  paper  transmitted  therewith,  dated  the  15^  instant, 
r  the  hand  &  seal  of  the  British  Consul,  which  have  been 
o  ns  for  our  opinion  thereon }  and  now  beg  leave  to  report, 
B  deference  to  the  laws  and  usages  of  foreign  Nations  ought 
MS  to  be  paid,  where  they  do  not  interfere  with  the  muni- 
B  &  jurisdiction  of  this  State — That  Commissions  for  the 
e  depositions  of  witnesses,  &c.,  have  been  frequently  sent 
^Qrts  of  justice  to  British  subjects.  Gentlemen  in  Office, 
s  and  others  in  London  &  elsewhere,  and  in  every  instance 
with  &  executed — And  that  we  do  not  discover  in  the  present 
tbe  jurisdiction  or  rights  of  the  court  of  Admiralty  of  this 
6  been  violated. 

per,  purporting  to  be  a  warrant  of  survey,  signed  by  the 
onsul,  is  an  Act,  which  it  seems,  is  required  to  be  done  by 
of  Great  Britain,  and  contains  in  it  only  a  leqaeet,  not  a 
.    Upon  the  whole,  we  humbly  conceive,  that  aii\ii&.^\BSCk^^ 

*  See  pp.  808,  881.  f  See  pp.  87^  WS. 
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of  ibis  sort  may  &  oagbt  to  be  permitted  to  all  foreignerSy  for  tbe 
eaiie  and  benefit  of  oommeroe^  and  the  more  espeoiallj  to  mxch  wbo 
obserye  a  reciprocity. 

Pbfladelpbia,  Angust  tbe  2S^,  1788. 

THOS.  M'KEAN, 
WM.  BRADFORD,  jun. 


S.  PowBL,  President  Agricultural  Society  to  V.  P. 
MuHLBKBBRO — Hbssian  Flt,  1788« 

Sir, 

I  bare  just  now  received  year  Notification  of  tbe  Desire  of  tbe 
Supreme  Executive  Council,  to  be  informed  of  various  Particulars 
relative  to  tbe  Hessian  Fly.*  Tbe  society  for  promoting  Agri- 
culture, to  whom  tbis  Request  is  addressed,  meets  To  morrow 
Evening,  wben  tbis  sball  be  laid  before  tbem.  I  bave  not  a  Doubt 
tbat  tbey  will  most  cbearfully  communicate  every  Information  tbat 
they  are  possessed  of  relative  to  tbis  destructive  Insect. 
I  bave  tbe  Honor  to  be,  Sir, 

your  most  obedt  bumble  Servt. 

SAMUEL  POWEL. 
September  1, 1788. 

Direetedf 

The  Honble.  P.  Hublenberg,  Esq. 


Return  of  Field  Officers  elected — upper  Battalion— 
IN  Luzerne,  1788. 

A  Return  of  Field  &  Company  Officers,  elected  in  the  upper 
Battalion  in  the  County  of  Luaern,  1788. 

John  Jenkinsi  Lieut.  CoL 

John  Swift^  Major. 

C  Soloman  Bennet,  Capt. 

Tioga  Compy.  <  Lucas  Detrick,  Lieut. 

(jobnDepeWi  Bnsn. 

(  John  Spalding,  G^t 

Sbesbequena  Compy.   -<  Samuel  Oore,  Lieut 

(  Samuel  Southwortb,  Bom. 


mnxsnYAJxiA  ABOHnm  itm 


M6 


WyaaockOoBpj, 


(  BoBweD  nraaklingi 
-<  Jehiel  FrmHiag^  - 
(LtaioSmpti 


(Hirtin  Dudleji 
Jofleph  KilboTD, 
David  Wooddward, 

r  Jnatos  JoMfi 
Tankhannuek  Compj.K  Ebeneier  StepheiiB| 
L  JoBeph  ArthoTj 


Wjloaink  Co   itp 


FItto  Town  Compy. 


Exetar  Gompy. 


(  Daniel  Shaw, 
]  Joseph  Elliot, 
(Stephen  Dorell, 

f  Jonathan  Newman, 
•j  Henry  Harding,  ■ 
(  Roger  SearLi, 

(  Peter  Harria, 
•<  Thomas  Harding^ 
(Oliver  Harding 


Llent 
Ensn. 

Capt. 
Lient 
Ensn. 

Capt 

I4eajt. 
Ensn. 

Capt. 

Ident. 

Enan. 

Capt 
Lient 


Capt. 
lient 
Enan. 


ne  foregoing  is  a  tme  Saturn  as  made  to  me  by  the  seyenl  In- 
eetors  agreeable  to  Law. 
Wilks-Barre,  August  25th,  1788. 

lis  Excellency  the  President  in  CoundLf  ZEBN.  BlUTLEB,* 

\      County  Lieut. 


Powell,  Pbbsidbnt  of  AaRiouLTUBAL  Socimr,  to  V.  P. 
MuHLSNBSRa — Hessiah  Fly,  1788. 


The  Philadelphia  Society  for  promoting  Ajnioultare,  before 
lom  I  had  the  Honor  of  laying  the  Enquiries  addressed  to  them 
the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania  on  the  subject 
the  Hessian  Fly,  have  directed  me  to  assure  your  honorable 
mrd  that,  from  every  oommunioation  made  to  them  on  thai  sak- 
it,.  they  are  decidly  of  opinion  that  it  is  the  Plant  of  the  whMt 
iie,  that  is  injured  by  this  destructive  Inseot — that  what  Qimin 
ppens  to  be  prodnoed  from  such  plants  is  sound  and  good— and 
It  this  Insect  is  not  propagated  by  sowing  wheat  whioh  grew 
Fields  infested  with  it 

For  the  best  Informadon,  relative  to  the  other  EniniiriifS,  the 
oiety  beg  Leave  to  refer  your  honorable  Ikaid  V?  uua  l^«Di»r 

♦  OoL  Bee.,  Vol.  XV:,  p.  525. 
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BjlvanU  Meroory  of  Jane  8,  September  14,  1787,  &  Joly  1^  1788 
and  to  the  Pennsylvimia  Peoketl  of  August  21,  1788. 
I  have  the  honor  to  subsoribe^ 

myself^  in  the  Name  of  the  Society, 

Sir,  your  most  obedt.  humble  servt 

"  SAMUEL  POWEL,  Presidt.* 

Philadelphia,  September  8, 1788. 

Directed, 

Honble.  P.  Muhlenberg,  Esqr.,  Vice  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 


Mbmobial  op  Inhabitants  op  Luzerne  Co. — Wyoming, 

1788. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Bepresentatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  assembly  met. 

The  Memorial  ft  address  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  oonnty  of 
Luzerne, 

Most  respectfully  sheweth, 

That  with  the  most  honest  intention  we  uniformly  present  our 
respectful  Thanks  to  your  honorable  House  for  publishing  a  Bill 
confirming  to  us  those  seventeen  townships  which  are  named  in  the 
Bill. 

We  now  look  up  to  your  honors  as  our  fathers,  Guardians  and 
Protectors,  to  Pass  said  Bill  into  a  Law  and  grant  us  the  Priveledge 
to  Devide  said  Lands  among  our  self,  agreeable  to  our  Conneetioat 
lioldiog,  which  will  not  onlv  save  Cost  to  the  State,  but  will  give  us 
the  greatest  satisfaction  and  enable  us,  if  there  should'  be  any  vaeaut 
rights,  to  Distribute  the  same  to  our  fellow  sufferers  who  are  not 
comprehended  in  this  Bill. 

Thus  will  you  increase  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Great  and  Flourish- 
ing State,  and  will  give  Joy  and  comfort  to  the  widow  &  Fatherless. 
And  we  as  in  duty  bound  will  ever  pray, 

Samuel  Allen,  Benja.  Roberts, 

Nathaniel  Chapman,  Samuel  Benuet, 

Josish  Kellogg,  Hezekiah  Roberts,  Juo. 

Joiiah  Eves,  Jacob  Roberts, 

Joel  Holkomb,  Jonathan  Rogers,  Jan., 

Daniel  Ross,  Samuel  Ayreis, 

Josiah  Eves  Junior,  John  Doil, 

JobD  Knicferbaeker,  Be^j.  Davis, 

*  SeeCo\.B*o.,\tA.X^.,'W.^V^'^^ 


jMlAdMrtoD,  Tlwi.BeDneV 

ElatnOT,  ■    ■       Aidm^fii  ■'••  ■ 

«-  -» j»  I 

•    [RoMl  1  dm&pt  4, 1788,  Betd  2  iinie  8^  9i  B6ia.1o 
tfw  Offand  OiiMif*  on  the  Wyoming  bwnneaik]  ^ 


SioBiTA&T  ovOoHeEmi  TO  Pbis.  FK^»rKLnr/178S/ 

Ofltee  of  Secretary  of  CongreflBy  Sep.  4tb,  1788. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  tranamitto  your  ExoellenoT  herewith  en- 
dosed  an  aot  of  the  United  States  in  congress  asssembled,  by  which 
they  relinquish  and  transfer  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  the  jnris- 
diotion  of  the  tract  of  land  on  lake  Brie,  which  the  State  has  agreed 
to  purchase  of  the  United  States.* 
With  great  respect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
yoor  £xcellenoy>  most  obedie^lji, 
Amoaft  humble  servant, 

CHA.  THOMSON. 
ItbtaSd,  / 

^/Hia  Szqellencyj  the  President  of  the  Supreme  Sxecaiife  Ooimoil 
of  .Pennsylvania. 


;»:  BbSOLUTIOR  OF  GdNGRIBS-^Bnil,  17-88^ 

By  the  United  States  in  Coagiess  assembled. 

.  'September  4i  J738. 

; .  Whereas  it  appeara  that  the  Board  of  Traanry  in  oooloraiity  to 
tbe  »oi  of  Gonigress  of  the  6tb  June  lasl,t  have  eiktered  into  a  eon- 
liaflt  with  the  Delegates  of  the  State  of  PenasyWaiiia  in  behalf  of 
til#, said. State,  for  the  tract  of  land  bounded  eaat  agreeably  to  ftbe 
iieiinn  ofiWwtem  territory,  by  the  BtiiteB  of  JlHssaolmsetta  ft  New 
foikf  south  by  Penney Ivania,  north  ft  west,  by  lake  Bri^-«-aod 
whweas,  the  said  tfaet  is  entirely  separated  from  tbe  olher  Janda  of 
the  western,  territory,  over  whioh  the  jorisdietion  of  the  United 
Stutes  extends ;  and  whereas  under  Iheae  ciioumslanees  it  will  be 


Col  itflfl ''  Vol,  iv.,  p.  ^. 
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expedient  for  the  State  of  Pennfiylvania  to  hold  and  ezerciae  jvii- 
diction  oyer  the  traei  aforesaid,  theref<Mre 

Besolved,  That  the  United  States  do  hereby  relinqnish,  and  traai- 
fer  all  their  right,  title  and  claim  to  the  goyemment  and  jnriadiolioB 
of  the  said  traot  of  land,  to  the  State  of  Pennsjlyania  foveyw :  and 
it  is  hereby  deolMred  and  made  Imown  that  the  laws  and  poblio  aets 
of  the  said  State  shall  extend  oyer  eyery  part  of  the  same  trmeU  to 
all  intents  and  purposes  as  if  the  same  had  been  or  ginally  within 
the  charter  bounds  of  the  said  State— proyided  that  the  inhabitants 
of  the  said  tract  shall  be  maintained  in  all  the  rights  and  privileges 
which  other  Citiiens  of  the  said  State  of  Pennsylyania  we  now  or 
may  hereafter  be  constitationally  entitled  to  enjoy. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Seo'y. 


Thomas  Fisheb  to  Council,  1788. 

Gentlemen, 

I  find  that  mnch  disputing  and  contention  is  carrying  on  eonoem- 
cerning  an  Election  held  for  Justices  of  the  peace  in  the  District 
where  I  Liyed  for  a  Great  Len8:th  of  time,  and  had  the  honour  to 
hold  that  Commission  for  near  about  Eleyen  years,  (all  which  doabt- 
less  will  be  Laid  before  your  honours) — from  my  particular  know- 
ledge of  the  District  and  Information  which  I  haye  from  being  since 
the  Election  different  times  amongst  the  people,  I  think  it  my  Indis- 
pensible  Duty  (haying  my  Lands  &  Children  in  the  District)  to  men- 
tion a  few  things  to  your  honours — first  then  I  beg  Leaye  to  mention 
to  your  honours  that  the  person  now  acting  by  your  Commission  hss 
been  Engaged  in  doing  business  as  a  Clerk  or  Conyeyanoer  in  the 
District  for  many  yean,  bears  an  Unblemished  Character,  has  spent 
time  and  been  at  Great  pains  many  times  to  compose  differences 
amongst  his  neighbonrs,  and  has  dedicated  part  of  his  time  to  study  the 
Law,  and  certainly  can  be  of  much  Greater  use  Both  to  the  dbtrict 
and  county  at  Large  in  that  Commission  than  any  other  in  the  dis- 
trict— and  I  would  ftrther  Inform  your  honours  that  it  b  the  utmost 
difficulty  to  hold  an  Election  of  Like  kind  in  that  distrioti  as  there 
is  a  many  small  tenements  in  a  town  within  the  distriet|  and  often 
sellinff  and  bnyinff,  and  remoying  from  pkoe  to  plaoe,  and  baying 
Joint  Interests  in  houses  &  Lands,  &c.,  that  it  is  morally  Impossible 
for  Judges,  Inspeotors,  ft  Constables  to  determine  upon  a  day  of 
Bleotion  who  has  the  right  of  a  free  holder  to  yote,  and  it  appears 
hard  in  a  Land  of  freedom  to  deyest  or  hinder  any  person  to  yote 
because  his  freehold  is  but  small,  or  beoanse  it  may  be  oonoeiyed  he 
hMs  Dot  paid  for  his  premises,  or  has  not  obtained  his  deed,  as  those 
Boii  of  people  has  most  to  de]^ik4  on  4m  iM^paVn^fffttqcull  which 


■iiifcntoty  to  Ike  Orwter  mrt  id  liM  ftmtdl  '^'itJltt^ltfy  <>WiW» 

iivv»4to^iblni|l4ittirte 

MSM  OM  mr  two  may  slip  in  who  loMrmiaMK^^'^^^nM^ 
mm^m  Hwl  ^iIm  Wiiriot  «wm  Ite  Mrtr  tm^mtOa^  sAHt&JmjiSA 
^MtliMt«'«Mgl|irai%  i(|d^p6^  tr^ 

l|PiylMk>  «l|iietbk«i.l  wM  tU*«tiioi6iiiMili4o9W|ik«^ 
all0Dtioii  to— M  thij  are  matters  of  &ct  whieh  wiU  MfllMtf 'iol 
upon  the  etriotest  inquiry.  aI\;<  /- " •  I 

Aa  abo  I  conceive  that  where  Judges  &  Inspectors  not  being  so- 
qnainted  with  the  Election  Law's,  andnot  being  furnished  therewith, 
may  easyly  mistifke  and  prevent  some  who  perhaps  had  a  nghk  if 
aafHit  others  wh6  bad  not,  bnt  I  aiir  wisll  tnf^rteed  that'^f^YotiB^ 
which  appeared'  dnUous  was  refered  to  a  M fltjgisiirkte  who  was  pre 


•rat,  and  was  taken  or  Rejected  as  he^d  thev  judffcd  was  aQ(0or4>og 
19  Law^— allhottjfh  ](>erhapf8  they  inigfil  harcbefH  Histalietl:  Iti  some 
|Ql!tilB^  yeilaih  well  eonnnoed  they  tneaiit  What  was  jirtf,'hotie^'& 


nuTi  Ac. 

I  am,  Di"  QentlemeUi  ,  t. 

with  the  utmost  Respect  &  Concern,  .i :     : 

t   '  I  your  most  obedient  and  very  humUe  servant^  • 

'    i  TH08.  FfSHBR. 

^^Tork  Town,  September  8th,  1788. 

Jjirtciedj 

^.  To  the  honourable,  the  Sopream  Executive  Council  of  Pennsyl- 

yania. 

Favoured  by  Joseph  Lilly,  Esqr. 


Bbport  of  Supreme  ExBontiVE  Council  to  Assembly. — 
Erie,  1788. 

A  Ibport  of  the  Supreme  Ezeeutive  Council  to  the  General  Assepi- 
bly  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Ikal  they  have  negotiated  with  Oon^ressfor  purchasing  the  land 
contained  in  the  interval  betwixt  a  meridian  line  run  betwecu  Lake  Erie 
•ad  the  State  pf  Pcnnsjlvaoia,  and  the  boundaries  of  the  8iuU^  o^\^«<«i 
York  and  M assachusettS;  at  the  rate  of  due^  quaxtixa  of  a  dc\\«.T  \«t 
am,  pajab/o  In  Gold  arm^er;M  ift  |M^  &mmM«|  ol  xX^e  XixkWft^ 
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Stotaii  boaring  intereftti  when  the  quantity  is  aaeertained  by  aetnal 
survey  in  the  manner  preioribed  by  a  reeolution  of  Congren  of  the 
sizlh  of  last  June.  Aa  more  fally  appears  by  the  aooompaoying  in- 
sUrootiona  to  oar  Delegates  in  Congii^,  of  the  fonrteenth  d^  of 
June  kst — their  proposals  to  the  Board  of  Treasorv  of  the  tevanCh 
of  Jnly  — and  the  said  Board's  final  aooeptanoe  of  Uie  Tenna  on  the 
twenty  eighth  day  of  August  last.* 

An  Estimate  of  other  probable  expenditures  that  may  be  ineamd 
by  the  purchase  is  herewith  presented,  amounting  to  the  anm  of 
Nine  hundred  and  fifty  pounds. 

To  oonolnde  the  business  with  the  United  States,  it  now  ranains 
for  the  Genend  Assembly  to  make  the  requisite  appropriation  of 
publio  seouritiesi  and  to  assign  funds  whence  the  other  ezpenoea  may 
M  drawn.f 

1788,  Septr.  ! 


ESTIMATB  OF  EXPENSB  OF  THB  LaKB  EeIB  LaNDS,  OF  THK 

Six  Nations  of  Indians,  1788. 

An  Estimate  of  the  Expence  that  may  probably  attend  the  business 
of  the  Lake  Erie  Lands,  if  it  should  be  directed  to  purohase  the 
claim  of  the  Six  Nations  of  Indians. 

Supposed  price  in  various  suitable  articles  amounting 

1000  Dollars,*  £375 

Proyisions  of  different  kinds,  100 

Charges  of  Waggonage,  Boat  hire,  &o.,  150 

Pay  of  Commissioners,  hire  of  Interpreters,  Runners,  &o.,  250 

Presents  to  the  Great  Men,  75 


£950 


V.  P.   MUHLBNBERG  TO   SpBAKER  OF  ASSEMBLY — ErIR, 

1788. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  September  8*%  1788. 
Sir, 

By  direction  of  the  Board,§  I  do  myself  the  honor  to  transmit  you, 
for  the  Consideration  of  the  Gknersl  Assembly,  An  Act  of  Congress 

*  See  pages  882,  888. 

f  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XV.,  pp.  528,  680,  682. 

r  See  page  245. 

I  See  Col.  Bee.,  VoV  XV.>  i^.  ^^. 


nnrsii^jaiitt  jondii^W' itnlj        mi 

Ml  ibm  tmutik  imUMni*  bj  wUf h  tbe  Usilod  SUM  lUinqtbh 
I  tnMCw  to  the  State  of  Ptemiwib  M  tlwir  Ri^t»  Titfe  iiii 
iMldtiwCkifWKBMta&d  JoiMiotMof  tkeTitoiof  Lnd  dl 


CnaMii 

lalw  JBfk^  whidi  the  State  bM  agNid  to -piiTCkMe  cf  ^  United 
States. 

'  BJ  Moowte  FSOMVw  firoDi  Pitteovn^  ft  pftoino  dispbntWB  vidmii- 
fated  an  die  part  id  the  IftdkD%  ad  tiMra  it  now  iMUNm  to  tipaik 
ft  bm  ■wmiftg  ol  the  Nortlien  sad  Wettera  TribeiftI  MoAiMftB^ 
to  Jidd  ft  DreftAy  wKh  dw  Oofttfaiitetal  OoanakrioiieiB.  TMtfiiTow 
Ua  offftilftftity  oogiit  moi>  in  tha  opinidn  of  Covaeil,  to  ba  BMiad 
— ^For  altbo*  Uia  quantity  of  Land  in  tba  Trialiffla  pofobaaad  fraaa 
Iha  Baaid  of  a^aaamy  oaanot  ba  aaoortainad  wiA  {nreaisioi  before 
tiM  ■aaaamy  linaa  aie  nun  agreeable  to  tba  Aet  of  Ooagreia  of .  tba 
aiztb  day  of  Jnna  laat,  yat^  ai  a  gieatr  pert:of  tba  Bipeoee  attending 
Tieatiea  witb  Indians  b  incnrred  by  ooUeoting  and  famishing  them 
with  prondons;  charges  which^  in  this  Instanoei  may  be  ayoided. 

Coaneil,  therefore^  earnestly  reeommend  the  appointioff  Commis- 
sioners on  the  part  of  this  State  to  attend  the  ensuing  Treaty  for 
pnrobasing  from  the  Indians  who  may  appear  to  have  jast  Ghiims  to 
the  same,  the  whole  of  the  Triangle  aforesaidi  as  nearly  as  the  boands 
of  the  same  may  be  ascertained  by  the  best  information  whioh  can 
be  now  obtained. 

I  have  the  homnr  to  foe, 

with  great  Respect,  Sir, 

Tour  most  obedient  and 

▼ery  homble  Servant, 

P.  MUHLENBERG. 
Directed, 

Honorable  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esquire,  Speaker  of  the  Oenond 
Assembly. 

Jndoned, 

Read  I  time  Sept.  9, 1788.  Read  2  time,  &  refe'  to  Mr.  Lowryi 
Mr.  Irwin  &  Mr.  Findley. 


y.  P.   MUHLENBEBG  TO  BrIG.  ObN.  JoSIAH  HaBMAB,  1788. 

In  Council, 

Philad%  Wednesday,  September  0^,  1788. 
Dear  General,  , 

Your  &vor  of  the  80<^  of  Junef  has  been  for  a  considerable  time 
under  consideration  of  the  Board,  but  owing  to  the  embarrassment 
The  Executive  labor  under  by  the  depreoiaUon  ot  \3dl«  ^\|^x  ^^^ast^  ^ 

*  See  pege  867.  f  8ee  page  ^25. 
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we  found  that  to  ooraply  with  joor  request,  relative  to  the  Monej 
allotted  for  the  recmiting  BerYiee,  it  was  abaolntely  neoenuury  we  shoold 
lay  the  matter  before  the  Hooee.  This  has  been  done,  ft  the  resalt 
I  shall  do  myself  the  Honor  to  oommunioate  as  soon  as  the  House 
determine. 

Agreeably  to  yonr  recommendation,  The  Board  have  appointed 
B.  Allison  Snrgeon  to  yonr  Reg*,  &  J.  F.  Carmiobael,  Mate.  The 
Board  seem  still  to  adhere  to  their  former  determination  relative  to 
the  dispute  of  Rank  between  Ziogler,  Ferguson  fto.,  as  They  do  not 
oonsider  the  Troops  rais'd  by  virtue  of  the  resolution  of  Gongrees  of 
the  8<  of  June  1784,  as  Militia. 

The  hurry  of  business  ocoasionod  by  the  meeting  of  the  Houas^ 
&a,  prevents  me  from  saying  more  on  the  subject  at  preeeot — ^I 
shall  do  myself  the  Honor  to  write  you  fully  in  a  few  days. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  great  Respect,  your  most 

obedient  and  very  humble  Servant, 
PETER  MUHLENBERG, 
V.  President. 
Honorable  Brigadier  General  Harmar. 


V.   P.   MUHLENBERQ    TO    6bN.    St.    ClAIR — WESTERN   TER- 
RITORY, 1788. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  Wednesday,  Sept'  9«^  1788. 
Sir, 

I  am  directed  by  The  Board  to  acknowledge  the  Receipt  of  your 
Excellency's  Letter  dated  at  Fort  Harmar,  July  24*'',  containing  an 
account  of  the  attack  made  on  the  Continental  Troops  stationed  at 
ihe  Falls  of  Muskingum,  by  a  party  of  Indians. 

The  General  Assembly  will  probably  meet,  &  proceed  to  business 
this  day — your  Letter,  together  with  the  resolutions  of  Congress  by 
which  They  provide  for  the  defence  of  the  Frontiers,  will  be  laid 
before  the  House  immediately }  &  we  flatter  ourselves  such  measures 
will  be  adopted  as  will  fully  answer  your  wishes ;  as  soon  as  this 
measure  is  completed,  I  shall  do  myself  the  Honor  to  give  you  imme- 
diate information. 

With  the  highest  respect  &  Esteem, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient 
and  very  humble  Servant, 
-    PETER  MUHLENBERG,  V.  P. 

FTifi  ExceUcnoy  Arthur  S*  C\a\T,ViV^Y^i^x<i^  Governor  of  the  Wes- 
tcru  Trtritnry. 
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itffiV  W  ASSXHBLY— PUKOHASa  OF    PQWm  HaOAt 

.  M  zxNB,  1788. 

Siato  of  PenaBylvMiM. 
i{  ■..  In  Oenend  AjflemUj^ 

>■  Friday,  Seplembw  12, 1788^A.  M.   . 

I#BM  reevmed  the  eonsidertitiob  of  Ae'npori  on  that  ptft 
HflBitga  of  Ooandl  relative  to  the  Ovn  penrdeF-  Sbgaitiiey 
nil  September  9^^  and  in  debating  the  foUowhlg  rewrftf* 

And,  That  the  Snpreoie  Exeentifo  Oonneil  be  reqveeted  to 
ir  of  a  spot  eoitable  fbr  a  Qjtn  fXMrder  Magaiine  wHhont  the 
-'Flnladolphiay  and  at  a  safe  diBtaneefrom  it— And  td  neg»> 
hir  parohaee." 

id  i^neetioo,  '<  Will  the  Honte  adopt  the  eaid  reeolationT' 
umed  in  the  Affirmative. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes,'*' 

J.  SHALLUS^AsB'Cl'k. 

[rsuance  with  the  foregoing  Resolations,  the  Oommittee  of 
aforesaid  hereby  give  publio  Notice  that  proposals  will  be 
from  any  Person  having  suitable  Ground  to  dispose  of  for 
)08e  above  mentioned,  between  the  Hours  of  9  and  12  in  the 
,  on  week  days,  at  the  Council  Chamber,  in  the  State  Houae, 
>per  times  will  be  appoined  to  view  the  Ground  so  offered  to 


Deposition  of  William  Smith,  1788. 

Oonnty,  ss. 

September  13th^  1788. 
lally  appeared  before  me,  Mathias  Holleobaolr,  one  of  the 
.of  the  Peace  for  the  eaid  County,  The  person  of  William 
ad  being  duly  Sworn,  Doposeth  and  saith,  That  he,  this  De- 
m  the  27th  of  June  Last,  that  he,  this  Deponanty  Being  one 
John  Paul  Schoots  company  of  Light  Dragoons,  on  an  Ez- 
np  the  River  Susquehannah  in  order  to  retake  Colo.  Timothy 
g  firom  the  Insurgents,  He,  this  Depouant,  often  Ursed  said 
shoots  to  be  more  Expeditious  on  his  March,  or  else  this 
t  feared  they  would  not  come  up  with  the  Insurgents, 
replyed  to  this  Deponant  that  he  had  no  inclination  to  be  in 
f  of  a  hurry,  for  he  f  jarcd  the  insurgents  would  be  too  8tT0TLt|^ 
I  He  chose  to  delay  hia  March  untill  the  Compaii^  ol  io^*^ 

*  ffpe  Col  Rec,  V.  XV.,  p.  r>«5. 
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came  forward.  Captain  Schoots  went  no  farther  than  Jonea  that 
night,  which  waa  aboot  Sixteen  miles  from  Wilkeaborrogh,  and 
this  Deponant  further  saith  that  the  eonld  have  easy  went  80  miles 
where  the  party  lay  that  Night  that  took  Col.  Ptokerinc.  This 
Deponant  and  many  others  of  the  Company^,  urged  said  Schoots  to 

Sash  on  to  Tanckhannook,  where  the  insargents  lay  that  night,  whieh 
e  expressly  refused  to  do ;  and  this  Deponant  farther  saith  that 
said  Schoots  delayeth  the  March  untill  nine  or  Ten  o'Clook  the  next 
day,  (which  was  the  28th  of  June)  Then,  on  the  said  day,  Oapt 
Schoots  Delayed  the  March  as  before,  (the  foot  not  Coming  up)  and 
this  Deponant  continued  to  urge  Capt.  Schoots  to  be  more  expadiUoos^ 
Then  Schoots  repl/d  to  this  Deponant  that  they  must  do  soailfaiBg 
and  make  a  bluster,  In  order  to  satisfy  (Government,  if  they  went 
bat  a  few  miles  after  them  it  would  be  sufficient,  for  Oovemnent 
would  not  know  but  they  had  done  their  Endeavours  to  take  Ihev, 
and  that  they're  turning  out  and  making  a  Bluster  would  gain  the 
Company  a  great  name ;  and  further  this  Deponant  saith  not. 

WM.  SMITH. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  this 
13th  day  of  September,  1788. 
Before  me, 

MATHIAS  HOLLENBACK. 


Deposition  op  John  Hollknback,  1788. 

Luzerne  County,  ss. 

The  13th  day  of  Sept.,  1788,  before  me,  the  Subscriber,  one  of 
the  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  said  County,  Came  John  Hollenbaek, 
and  was  Duely  sworen  according  to  Law,  Deposeth  &  Saith  that  he, 
the  Deponent,  ware  in  Company  with  Capt.  John  P.  Schoot,  whone 
at  said  time  Commanded  a  Company  of  Light  Dragoons,  and  thea 
had  his  Company  on  Parade,  to  Pursue  a  Number  of  Royetoos  Per- 
sons whome  Had  taken  and  Conveyed  away  the  Body  of  Timothy 
Pickering,  Esq.  I  seeing,  as  I  thongt.  Neglect  in  said  Schoot  u  to 
the  Expedition,  and  also  made  Mention  to  Capt.  Schoot  that  I 
thought  by  Appearance  that  the  Expedition  would  be  of  Small  Stent, 
Whereupon  said  Schott  Carelesly  Cast  his  head  about  and  Said  it 
would  answer  for  a  Show  to  the  State,  whereupon  the  Depooent 
Turned  his  Back  and  further  Saith  not 

JOHN  HOLLENBACK. 

Sworn  &  Subscribed  the  Day  above  Written,  before  me, 

WM.  HOOKER  SMITH, 

^^\^  ^t  \.\i<ft  Peace. 
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ELuoLunoHS  OF  Qbnbral  Assbmbly— Erib,  1788. 

Stote  of  PenDsylyaBia,  In  OenenJ  Aiaembly, 
Satardaj>  September  ISth^  1788.    A.  M. 
16  House  resumed  the  coDsideratioQ  of  the  report  on  that  part 

0  Ueesage  relative  to  the  purohaee  of  a  tract  of  Goontrj  on  Lake 
t  and  adopted  the  same  as  followSi  vis., 

le  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Letter  from  the  Vice 
ident  and  the  Supreme  Executive  Council^  respecting  the  pur- 
B  of  the  triangular  Piece  of  Land  Ijing  between  the  Western 
of  New  York,  the  Northern  line  of  Pennsylvania,  and  part  of 

1  Erie^  including  the  whole  Country  within  the  said  boundaries 
f  made  by  Council  thro'  the  Delegates  of  the  State  of  the  United 
y  in  Congress  assembled,  beg  leave  to  report^ 

bal  they  have  deliberately  considered  the  said  Letter  and  the 
IB  accompanying  the  same,  and  have  thereupon  conferred  with 
leil  on  the  subject  Matter  thereof. 

bat  your  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  purchase  made  by 
acil  is  advantageous  to  this  Commonwealth^  and  should  be  con- 
sd  bv  this  House. 

hat  it  will  therefore  be  necessarv  to  provide  adequate  Funds  for  < 
plying  with  the  Contract  and  making  the  purchase  of  the  Country 
I  the  Indians,  agreeably  to  the  Policy  and  Justice  which  have 
marked  the  Conduct  of  Pennsylvania  in  such  Cases. 
hat  as  a  Treaty  is  now  about  to  be  held  with  the  Indians  at  Mus- 
eum, it  will  be  proper  and  o&conomical  to  take  advantage  of  this 
amstance  to  make  overtures  at  least  to,  and  if  practicable  to 
pleat  the  purchase  of  the  said  Country  from,  the  Savages,  Tbo 
lence  and  delay  of  a  particular  Treaty  for  so  small  an  object  will 
tby  be  avoided. 

Iiai  in  order  to  ascertain  as  nearly  as  might  be  the  quantity  of 
d  which  was  the  subject  of  the  Contract,  your  Committee  re- 
tted tha attendance  of  Mr.  EUicot,  an  intelligent  person  and  well 
tainted  with  that  Country.  But  as  the  meridian  Line  forming 
Western  Boundary  of  New  York  is  not  actually  run,  the  Qnan- 
eannot,  with  any  degree  of  accuracy,  be  ascertained.  On  an 
mate,  calculated  on  the  supposed  place  of  the  said  meridian  in  a 
It  of  the  Northern  Line  of  Pennsylvania  the  most  favorable  to 
pretension  of  New  York,  there  appear  to  be  about  one  Million  of 
"Ci  contained  within  the  Boundaries  of  this  Purchase.  Where- 
I  yonr  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  following  Resolution  be 
unmended  to  the  Consideration  of  the  House, 
tetolved.  That  this  House  accept,  on  the  part  of  this  Common- 
dth,  the  Contract  made  with  the  Board  of  Treasury  of  the  United 
tes  by  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  this  StatA)  iVitQ*  >^^ 
eney  of  the  Delegates  of  tbia  State  in  Congress,  Ka  meiiVAOTi^^  vci 
juroposala  of  the  said  Delegates,  dated  the  7th  da^  of  3^\^)  Vn  xXi^ 
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present  year,  referring  to  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  sixth  June* 
in  the  same  year,  being  the  resolution  of  Congress  intended  to  be 
recited  in  the  said  Contract,  which  proposals  were  accepted  and 
agreed  to  by  the  said  Board  of  Treasury  on  the  twentieth  day  of 
August  last  pasty  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  the  said  proposals 
and  acceptance  relating  to  a  triangular  Piece  or  Tract  of  Country 
situatCi  lying  and  being  on  Lake  Eric,  bounded  on  the  Bast  by  a 
meridian  Line,  part  of  the  Western  Boundary  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  on  the  South  by  part  of  the  Northern  Boundary  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylyania,  being  a  continuation  of  the  Line  between  this 
State  and  that  of  New  xork  from  the  Western  Boundary  of  the  said 
State  till  it  intersects  the  said  Lake  Erie,  and  thence  by  the  said 
Lake,  including  Presque  Isle,  and  running  North  Easterly,  or  aa  the 
Margin  of  the  said  Lake  runs,  according  to  the  several  Courses 
thereof,  fwith  all  Benefit,  Property  and  Advantages  of  the  Coasts, 
Bays  and  Inlets  on  and  near  that  part  of  the  Alargin  of  the  said 
Lake  which  is  the  Boundary  of  the  Country  herein  described  or  in- 
tended so  to  be]  till  it  meets  the  said  meredian  Line  before  men* 
tioncd,  and  the  said  Contract  and  agreement  is  hereby  confirmed, 
ratified  and  agreed  to  by  and  on  the  part  of  this  State. 

That  it  is  hereby  recommended  to  the  succeeding  House  of 
Assembly  of  this  Commonwealth  to  provide  Certificates  of  Debts 
dac  from  the  United  States — fiilly  to  pay  and  discharge  the  Con- 
sideration Monies  due  agreeable  to  the  said  Contract,  at  three-fourths 
of  a  dollar  per  acre,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  said  Contract,  so 
soon  as  the  same  Land  shall  be  surveyed  and  the  quantity  ascertained 
in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  sixth 
of  June  last,  and  the  said  before  described  Tract  conveyed  to  this 
Commonwealth. 

That  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  be,  and  they  are  hereby 
authorized  and  fully  empowered  to  take  the  Necessary  Steps  for  pur- 
chasing of  the  Indians — who  have  just  Claims  thereto  the  said  Tract 
of  Country,  and  for  this  purpose  to  appoint,  when  they  may  think 
necessary,  two  persons  as  Commissioners  to  negotiate  and  complcat 
the  said  purchase. 

Resolved,  That  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  draw  on  the  Treasury  of  this 
State  for  a  Sum  not  exceeding  Nine  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  for  the 
purpose  of  making  the  purchase  of  the  Indians  of  the  said  Tract  and 
bearing  all  Expenccs  of  the  same,  agreeeably  to  an  Estimate  by  the 
said  Council,  communicated  to  this  House.  That  as  there  is  a 
pressing  Necessity  of  immediately  raising  the  said  Nine  hundred  and 
fifty  pounds,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  be,  and  they  arc 
hereby  directed  to  report  the  best  and  Speediest  Mode  of  procuring 
and  paying  to  the  order  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  the  said 
sum.  Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

J.  SIIALLUS,  Ast.  Crk. 

*   Soo  vp,  ^.C^^,  W1,  ?.H^. 
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Capi.  John  P.  Schoti  to  CoumciIi,  1788. 

r 

The  Honorable  the  Supreme  Bzecatiye  GoaueiL 

Oentlemeii, 

HaviDg  been  honoured  bj  yon  with  a  Gommiflsion  to  Command  a 
Troop  of  Light  Dragoons  in  the  County  of  Luzerne,  for  which  I  re- 
tnm  your  Honours  my  greatfull  thanks,  and  your  Honours  may  be 
■sored  that  with  the  utmost  of  my  appillity  I  shall  indeavour  to  pro- 
mote peace  and  good  order  in  said  County,  but  one  difficulty  arises, 
the  Troop  is  not  armed  yet  and  can't  possible  get  armed  untill  next 
spring,  being  informed  that  the  Honorable  the  Supreme  Court  will 
•et  in  said  County  of  Luzerne  about  the  beginning  of  November  next 
to  try  John  Franklin  and  others,  and  it  would  perhaps  be  of  great 
Serrioe  if  the  Troop  was  armed  to  meed  the  judges  and  ascord  them 
to  Wllksbarre  and  perhaps  it  may  be  necessary  to  keep  a  gaurd  to 

frefent  Riots  and  disorders.  I  should  therefor  request  of  your 
[onorable  Board  to  furnish  me  with  about  twenty  pair  of  Pistols 
and  Swords,  a  Stantart  and  Dmmbit  out  of  the  Public  Store  and  I 
will  ingage  to  be  come  accountable  for  the  same.  Your  complyance 
will  not  only  be  of  important  service  in  said  County  bat  will  inable 
them  to  be  Immictiate  at  your  Honours  Service  on  all  other  ocation. 
Gentlemen,  I  am  with  the 

greatest  Esteeme  your  most  obi't 

and  most  humble  Servant. 

JOHN  P.  SCHOTT. 
Philadelphia,  Sept.  15th^  1788. 
Indortedf 

Write  to  Mr.  Biddle  and  request  him  to  furnish  Captn.  Scbott 
with  the  within  Articles  on  loan. — Captain  Schott  to  return  them 
when  called  for. 


YlCB  PrBSIBSNT  MUHLSNBBBa  TO  ASSBMBLT,  1788. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia!  September  17th!  1788. 
Sir, 

By  direction  of  Council,  I  do  myself  the  honor  to  transmit  you 
for  ^e  Consideration  of  the  General  Assembly.  A  Memorial  from 
Mesiieuni  TumbuU  Marmie  and  Compy,  Merchants  of  this  City — 
Two  letters,  the  one  from  Charles  Tlkomson,  Esquire  Secretary  of 
Congress^  inclosing  a  State  of  the  Representation  in  Congress  for 
the  montnsof  June  July  and  August  1788^— and  the  other  from  The 
Hon(H»bl6  Samnel  Johnston  £^r.^  Freaidani  of  t]h«  Co\i^«ii<\^xi  ^1 
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the  State  of  North  CaroliDa  inclosing  two  Resolutions  of  the  said 
Convention,  together  with  a  Letter  from  His  Ezcellenoy  Arthur  St 
Clair  Esq',  Governor  of  the  Western  Territory  dated  the  2nd  instant 
which  is  JQSt  come  to  hand.* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  great  respect 

Yonr  most  obedient  and  very  humble  Servant 

P.  MUHLENBERG. 

Directrd, 

Honorable  Thomas  Mifflin  Esqf.^  Speaker  of  the  Grcncral  As- 
sembly. 


YicB  President  MuHLBNBEBa  to  Assembly^  1788. 

In  Council.    Phikidelphia,  September  22nd,  1788. 
Sir, 

The  inclosed  Letter  from  Cha's  Thomson,  Esquire,  together  with 
an! Act  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  passed  the  16th  instant  I* 
The  Board  direct  me  to  transmit  to  you  for  the  Conaderation  of  the 
General  Assembly. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be  with 

great  Respect,  Sir,  Your  most 

obedient  and  very  humble  Servant 

PETER  MUHLENBERG,  V.  P. 
Directed^ 
Honorable  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esq'r.,  Speaker  of  General  Aaaembly. 


Resolution  op  General  Assembly — Doane,  1788. 

State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Tuesday,  September  23d,  1788.  P.  M. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Fitssimons  seconded  by  Mr.  Peters 

Resolved  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  confer  with  Council  on 
the  case  of  Levi  Doan  and  Abraham  I>oan  and  to  request  a  respite 
of  their  execution  for  Six  days.]; 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Fitzsimons,  Mr.  Lewis  and  Mr.  Rittenhousa  be 
ft  oommittee  for  the  purposes  contained  in  the  foregoing  roBolntion. 
Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

J.  8HALLU8,  A.  Clk. 

♦  See  Col.  Reo  ,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  637. 

f  For  preventing  importation  of  foreign  Malefactors. — See  Col.  Rec , 
Vol.  XV.,  p.  648. 
t  8w  Col  Reo.,  VoL  XV.»  p.  W4. 


>;>£.  TufoiHT  PioEBBura  to  Paib.  FsAiraxiHy  1788. 

PbikdelpbM,  8«pt  24, 1788. 

I--. 

Imliin  William  Bofs  is  in  town,  ft  hta  been  waititig  siiioe  Friday 
lo  opportnnitj  of  preaeDting  to  :CoBgf680  aefend  ordtn  for  the 
nda  offered  far  apprehending  ih*  raffiana  who  aeiied  and  kept 
ik.nriaoner ;  and  for  the  information  of  CoAneili  I  beg  leave  to 
e  ike  cases  in  which  the  rewards  are  now  olaim^; 

rn'Manvil  &  Benedict  Satterlee  were  two  of  the  fifteen  men  pretent 
fe  taking  me  off.  They  have  been  indicted|.&  pleaded jjnilty 
T  wen  apprehended  by  the  five  persoiis  nimed  in  DoQtor  Smith's 
mate.  Hanyil  &  Satterlee  were  the  only  per$Qhs  who  in  bonse-  ^ 
im  of  the  proclamation  of  OooncQ  were  ebmmitted  to*  Baston 
i'^'-That  others/ however,  were  not  alike  committed,  was  tot  the 
|(  ef  their  captors.  The  majority  of  the  Justices  did  not  think  it 
Mary  or  expedient;  and  as  the  object  of  Council  must  hay^ 
i  only  to  tecure  the  peraons  of  the  bffsnderSf  it  was  supojsed  by  ft 
ifarnction  of  the  proclamation,  that  the  captors  would  be  equally 
Qed  to  the  rewards  as  if  the  offenders  were  actually  committed 
kkton  Goal. 

^jamin  Barle.was  apprehended  by  a  party  of  about  twenty 
f  who  chose  Gideon  Church  for  their  captain.  This  B^'le  was 
of  the  party  that  took  me.  He  offered  to  turn  State's  evi- 
ls; and  being  admitted  as  such  by  the  JusticeS|  was  not  conveyed 
lis  captors  to  Easton  GoaL 

boitias  Kinney  was  apprehended  by  the  party  commanded  by 
iaita  Ross,  but  was  not  present  with  the  party  that  took  me;  but 
B  i^  evidence  of  his  joinios  them  in  arms.  However^  he  has 
ded  not  guilty,  &  is  to  be  tned. 

tie  four  culprits  above  named  were  apprehended  before  it  was 
f  n  that  rewards  were  offered. 

iephen  Jenkins  was  apprehended  by  the  last  party,  formed  after 
jrodamation  of  Council  was  issued.  Of  this  patty  were  Ohris- 
Q.  Oehring,Willm.  Smith,  James  Sutton,  John Tnttle^  Aethers. 
Stephen  Jenkins  has  pleaded  not  guUt^^  &  for  him  the  reward 
M»t  appear  to  be  due  before  oonviction. 

Meph  Dudley  also  was  apprehended  after  the  proclamation  of 
iml  was  published.  Captain  Rose  well  Franklin  (captain  elect 
xmipany  of  militia  about  Wysooks)  raised  a  port  of  his  company, 
AinA  by  John  Tnttle,  lay  in  vrait  for  a  party  of  the  offenders, 
iH  save  DudleVi  effected  their  escape.  He  refusing  to  antt^^d^T^ 
■ha  Franklin  k  some  ct  hh  men  'firhd  ft  mottaA)  iratrndk^dL Vvceu 
ma  hroaglu  to  WUkMb&ne,  &:dM4  a  daj  tr  Im^^ttist. 


400  PBNNSTLYANIA  ABOHIYBS  1788« 

Aaron  Kilborn  is  a  lad  of  about  15  years  old.  He  joined  the 
armed  party  after  I  was  taken — has  been  indicted,  &  pleaded  gnilty. 
The  manner  of  his  being  apprehended  (which  was  abont  the  15th  of 
Angnsty)  is  certified  by  Doctor  Smith. 

As  some  disputes  may  arise  abont  the  persons  entitled  to  shares 
of  rewards,  I  beg  leave  to  su^gest|  whether  it  may  not  be  expedient 
to  order  the  monies  to  be  paid  to  Captain  Ro8s,ybr  the  u»e  t^  the 
penans  to  whom  the  same  are  due  ;  and  to  advise,  that  in  oaae  of 
dispute,  the  claims  be  heard  &  adjusted  by  any  three  of  the  Jostieci 
of  the  peace  of  the  county.  * 

I  beg  leave  to  add — That  Captun  Ross,  since  the  first  introduo- 
tion  of  the  laws  of  this  State  into  the  county  of  Luzerne,  has  mani- 
fested a  uniform  seal  to  support  the  government  of  PennBylvania, 
and  a  readiness  to  expose  himself  to  any  haaards  whioh  the  welfiue 
of  the  State  could  demand  of  a  spirited  &  faithful  citiien.  Bettdes 
the  loss  of  time  oocaaoned  by  the  wounds  he  received  in  pursuing 
the  offenders  now  referred  to,  he  has  incurred  an  expenoe  of  upwards 
of  eleven  pounds,  which  his  surgeons  have  charged  for  their  attend> 
anoe  on  him.  But  what  is  most  unfortunate,  he,  by  these  wounds, 
is  probably  rendered  an  invalid  for  U/e.  It  would  seem  to  merit 
the  consideration  of  Council  whether  a  reward  should  not  be  given 
him,  not  only  as  due  for  his  exertions  &  consequent  sufferings ;  hut 
as  an  exemplary  encouragement  to  other  spirited  &  faithful  citiiena 
to  engage  in  hazardous  enterprises  when  the  peace  k  welfare  of  the 
State  shall  demand  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir, 

very  respectfully, 

your  most  obedt.  servant, 

T.  PICKERING,* 
Directed^ 
His  Excellency,  the  President  of  Pennsylvania,  in  CounciL 


Memorial  of  Willum  Smith,  &c.,  1788. 

To  the  Honorable,  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  Common- 
welth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  Council  met. 

The  memorial  of  William  Smith,  John  Gore.  Benjamin  Durance,  ft 
John  Tuttle,  &  Daniel  Ross,  Inhabitants  of  Wioming,in  theconntj 
of  Luzem,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
Humbly  sheweth. 

That  your  petitioners  were  the  only  Persons  that  took  &  made 
Prisoners  of  Benedict  Sattcrly  and  Irev  Mandwell,  two  men  who  were 
ot  ihe  Party  which  took  Coronal  Pickering  I^isoner.    The  said 

♦  See  Col.  Bee.,  \o\.  "XV.,  ^.  Wft,  wn,\A^. 
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k  Muidwell  ira  Bronght  before  William  Hooker  BuMi, 
m  Ilmoihey  Fiokeriog,  JBaar.,  for  ExameiMtioii  &  Commit- 
rhtre  tber  OoDfosaed  OQiy  k  ware  by  a  mitemaa  Gomn^tted 
kol  at  Wilksbaiy  under  the  luuid  ft  Seale  of  TSmp.  Smith, 
ime  after  thare  oommitment  the  Gt>al  in  thia  Coanty  waa 
aAorety  thought  to  be  loaaffioent.  The  athorety  then  or- 
be  Prisoners  to  be  Bemoved  to  Easton  Oole,  In  Northamptoni 
benee  they  hare  since  been  Branght  to  oar  LastConrt  in  this 
i. where  Bills  of  lodiotment  have  bin  found  against  them  by 
ind  Jury,  which  we  Expect  will  more  fully  appear  by  oopies 
laoords  from  this  Gort. 

your  morilests  humbly  conceive  that  your  Honors  wQl  be 
g^^hen  you  eome  to  hear  Oaptn.  Boss'a  Reports  Oonoeanring 
ifttor,  ft  our  Conduct  in  this  Struggle,  that  we  are  only  In- 
p  the  Rewards  offered  by  Gt)?emment  for  the  sud  Satterly  ft 
eU,  ft  we  Do  Expect  Coronal  Pickering  wiU  be  in  Town  with 
BosSy  ft  will  be  able  to  Testefye  In  Regard  to  our  Gonduet| 
I  in  Duty  Bound  shall  Pray 

n.  Ross  Receipt  shall  be  Excepted  by 

WM.  SMITH. 
JOHN  GORB, 
JOHN  TUTTLB. 
BENJAMIN  DORANCE. 

Hiing,  Septr.  13ih,  1788. 

ma  Certefje  That  Wm.  Smith,  John  Gore,  Benjamin  Dor- 
;  John  Tuttle,  Have  to  the  Best  of  my  Knoledge  Turned  out 
ery  Scout  (to  oppose  ft  Persue  the  Insurgents)  as  Loyal 

WM.  HOOKER  SMITH, 
ming,  Septr.  13th,  1788. 


on  Wostenhout  Gave  me  an  order  to  Council,  as  he  Expeeted 
go  to  Philadelpa.  to  Receive  the  Reward  offered  for  Aron 
a.  I  have  Lost  the  order,  I  hope  you  will  Indeavor  to  Git 
aey. 

WM.  HOOKER  SMITH, 
r.  18th,  1788.; 

!aptn.  Wm.  Ross. 
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Septn  18th,  1788.  This  may  Certefje  that  I  Granted  a  warrant 
against  Aron  Kilhom  to  Gid"  Wostenhoat^  Constahle,  he,  said  Wos* 
tenhont,  &  an  other  man  took  the  sd.  Kilborn  &  Brought  him  before 
me  for  Ezamenation,  &,  he  being  foand  Gilty  of  Takeing  op  arms 
against  the  State,  &  in  violation  of  the  Laws,  &  In  Keeping  Corond 
Pickering  in  the  woods,  &  a  bill  has  since  bin  found  against  said  Kil- 
born by  the  Grand  Jury,  Testefyed  by  me. 

WM.  HOOKER  SMITH. 

Justice  of  the  Peaoe. 


Vice  Paesidbnt  Muhlenberg  to  Absemblt,  1788. 


Sir, 


Philadelphia,  September  2Sth,  1788. 
In  Council^ 


Colo.  Pickering,  on  behalf  of  Capt.  Wm.  Ross,  hayiog  prefer'd  a 
claim  which  Council  presume  will  merit  the  attention  of  your  honor- 
able House,  it  is  with  no  small  pleasure  I  transmit  the  purport  of  it 
as  ezpress'd  in  that  Gentleman's  letter. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  great  respect  your  most  obedient, 
and  very  humble  servant, 

PETER  MUHLENBERG, 
V.  P. 
Directed, 

Honorable  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esqr.,  Speaker  of  the  General  As- 
sembly. 


Return  of  Commissioned  Officers  of  Militia, 
Westmoreland  County,  1788. 


Return  of  the  Commissioned  officers  of 
in  Westmoreland  County,  commanded  by 
July  10th,  1788. 


the  Battallionof  Militia, 
A.  Tannehill,  Lieut  Col. 


No. 

Names, 

Rank, 

Segniority  of  Rank, 

1 

John  Irwin, 

Captain, 

1st  in  Command, 

2 

Jeremiah  Murry, 

Ditto 

2nd    Ditto 

3 

Thomas  Sampson, 

Ditto 

8rd     Ditto 

4 

Nathaniel  Points, 

Ditto 

4th    Ditto 

5 

James  Morrison, 

Ditto 

5th    Ditto 

6 

William  Tilton, 

Ditto 

6th     Ditto 

7 

Abdiel  McClure, 

Ditto 

7th     Ditto 

8 

David  WatsoD, 

T>\llo 

^V\l    ISVCWi 

NimM.  Bank^  ...     BegfijiiQt^  .of  S^mlu     : 

^3biifli!Md;'  "'  tdeatenaDft,  '  Irt  hi  xSviiiiDaDdy 

Qwtffi  HiDtwiXf ''  Ditto  2ni    iKtto 

Biohard  Ounnigham,  Ditto  Srd    Dittp 

•I'VameBKene,  Ditto  4tli    Ditt6 

^^  John  Crmig^  Ditt6  6th    Ditto 

Dayid  IrwiO|  •  Ditto  6th    IXtto 

William  DanniDg,  Ditto  7th    Ditto 

JohnSoalli  Ditto  8th    Ditto 

AoDiIla  PunteDjy  Ensign;  Ist  in  Coimpaiidi 

Ja«i6f  MoWilliamSy  Ditto  2nd    DiUo 

Olivoc  Ormsbj,  Ditto  Srd    Ditto  { 

William  J.  Miller^  Ditto  4th   JXtto. 

OeoirgB  Cochran/  Ditto  6th    Pilto 

John  Thompson,  Ditto  6th    Ditto 

Jamea  Wraj,  Ditto  7th  ^JMtto 

William  Earles,  Ditto  8th    Ditto 

miaon  Tannehill,  Lieut  Colo.     ) 

loel  Ewalt  Major.  J 

%6  above  ia  a  true  State  of  the  offioers  of  the  above  BattalKon. 

A.  TANNEHILL,  Lt  Col. 


rUBH  OF    N0N*00MMI88IONBD  OFFIOBftS    AKD  PrIVATBB, 

V  Battalion  of  Militia  in  WnsricoBELAKD  CoxmTT, 
LT88. 

Mnni  of  the  Non-Commissioned  offioen  k  privates  in  the 
taUion  of  Militia  in  Westmoreland  Oonntj,  Commanded  bj^ 
il.  Col  A.  TannehiU,  Pittsburg  lOth,  1788. 


tfumieB, 

Seijeanto, 

Gorporab, 

Drum^ 

Fife, 

Bank  &  File 

tiun  Irwina, 

8 

3 

49 

Harry's 

3 

8 

81 

Sampson's, 

3 

8 

77 

Pmnfs, 
Borrison's 

3 

3 

103 

3 

3 

46 

TUton's, 

3 

8 

63 

McClare's, 

8 

8 

98 

Watson's, 

8 

8 

70 

24  24  8  8  687 

do  oertif  J  that  the  above  is  a  just  return  of  the  Battallion  nnder 
Oommand, agreeable  to  the  returns' of  the  diffeT«nl  Qii'^VaATi^^ 
en  voder  mj  hand  tbi^  10th  da/  of  JxAy  1788.. 
fttofaijr.  a!  tAtftltfHltiti,lA.OoV 
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Bbtxtrh  of  Armb  and  aocoutbexents  fob  Battauoh  of 
Militia,  Wbstmo&eiiANd  Oouhtt,  1788. 

Retarn  for  Armj  aoooatrimentf  &o.,  for  tbe  Bftttollion  of  Militia 
in  Westmoreland  Conntj  Commmnded  by  Lient.  CoL  A.  TaanehiUi 
Pittsbargh  lOtb  July  1788.  ^ 

Drums^ 8 

Fifes,      . 8 

Colours,       .  2 

Standaid, 1 

Moskets, 651 

Bayonets, 651 

Bayonet  Belts, 651 

Cartg.  Boxes,   ..*....    651 

Flints,     .  651 

Blank  Oatridges,      ....  .   8468 


John  Nicholson  to  Vice  President  Muhlenberg — 
Mud  Island,   1788. 

Compt.  Gen>.  Office,  Oct  2d,  1788. 
Sir, 

That  part  of  the  banks  of  Mad  Island  extending  from  the  sonth 
east  corner  of  the  stone  wall  ronnd  westwardly  to  the  southwest 
comer  thereof  is  per  contract  with  the  tenant  to  be  maintained  at 
the  public  expenoe  It  now  needs  repairs,  and  the  foundation  of  the 
stone  wall  will  be  injured,  as  well  the  tenants  property  Buffer 
unless  it  be  done  speedily.  SeYeral  persons  of  Jud't  ooncelTe  it 
would  be  best  to  have  piers  fixed  to  be  filled  in  with  earth  around  a 
part  of  it,  and  some  proposals  have  been  made  by  Mr.  Gonnaroe  if 
this  should  be  deemed  proper  1  herewith  inclose  proposals.  The 
present  tenant  wishes  to  be  enployed  at  the  bank  as  per  his  letter  - 
herewith. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  most  obed't  Servant. 

JOHN  NICHOLSON. 
Directedy 

The  Hon'ble  The  Vice  Presid't  in  Council. 


Bespected  friend  I  have  examined  the  old  Ambuzicres  which  is 
very  much  washed  I  think  600  feet  will  be  necessary  to  be  wharfed 
5  feet  high,  the  same  to  be  done  with  good  Logs  2  feet  and  half  on 
the  top,  good  white  oak  or  hart  pine  with  sufficient  Ties  inside 
Loga  from  Soantlin    to  make  the  work  good   and   Substantial 
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with  filling  the  same  for  three  HuDdred  and  fifteen  poands  gold  or  sil- 
ver money  the  Oorreney  of  Pennsylvania,  with  Indulgenoe  to  ase  the 
Stone  on  the  wharf  and  other  refuse  Stone  for  sinking  said  wharf. 
Please  to  let  me  know  by  the  first  oonvienent  Opportunity  Thy  Com- 
plianoe  will  oblige  thy  friend 
Septr.  ye  3d,  1788.  THOMAS  CONN ABROE,  Sen. 


Copy  of  Commission  to  Gbn.  Richard  Butlsr  &  Gen. 
John  Gibson— Indians  and  Erie,  1788. 

Pennsylvania  m. 

In  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  said  Commonwealth 
To  General  Richard  Butler  and  General  John  Gibson 

Whereas  the  right  to  the  Soil  and  Jurisdiction  of  the  Triangular 
piece  or  tract  of  Country  which  lies  adjoining  lake  Erie  and  the  Nor- 
thern Line  of  Pennsylvania  is  now  vested  in  this  Commonwealth  by 
virtue  of  a  purchase  of  the  same  from  the  United  States — And 
whereat  by  a  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  dated  the  thirteenth 
day  of  last  month  this  Board  is  authorized  and  empowered  to  appoint 
CommiflBsionerB  to  negotiate  and  complete  the  purchase  of  the  same 
Tract  of  Country  from  the  Indians  who  have  just  claims  thereto 
agreeably  to  ancient  usage.  Mno  know  ye  that  we  reposing  especial 
trust  and  confidence  in  your  integrity,  prudence  and  ability  have 
Dominated  constituted  and  appointed  you  the  said  Richard  Butler 
and  John  Gibson  our  Commissioners  giving  and  granting  to  you  full 
power  and  authority  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  Commonwealth  to  meet 
with  the  said  Indians  and  to  purchase  from  them  agreeably  to  ancient 
usage  the  Tract  or  piece  of  Country  before  described  hereby  promis- 
ing to  hold  valid  whatever  shall  be  agreed  and  concluded  upon  by 
you  our  said  Commissioners  agreeably  to  the  said  Resolution  of  As- 
sembly and  our  Instructions  * 

Given  in  Council  under  the  hand  of  The  Honorable  Peter  Mnh- 
lenbcrg,  Esquire,  Vice  President,  and  the  seal  of  the  State  at  l^bila- 
delpbia  this  third  day  of  October  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty  eight. 
Attest 

«  See  their  iastructionB  io  Col.  Bee,  Vol.  XY.,  pp.  654,  582. 
Vol.  XL— LS 
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Capt.  Jambb  MoLban  to  Pabs.  F&akkun,  1788. 

Sir.  Philadelphia,  October  3d,  1788. 

The  debilitated  State  of  the  Invalid  Qaarde  doing  dntj  andtt  ay, 
oommand,  and  the  approaching  season  induces  me  to  laj  before  yoir 
Exoellenoj  &,  the  Honorable  the  Council  their  particular  wanli^ 
as  specified  in  the  return  of  Clothing  presented  the  30th  alto.  The 
Corps  in  General  are  in  great  need  of  Watch-coats,  Blankets,  Bed- 
caps,  Woolen-gloves  &  Night-caps  all  which  articles  are  highly  neeei* 
sarj  to  enable  them  to  do  the  datj  those  cold  niefats,  more  eepecially 
as  they  are  much  afflioted  with  the  pains  of  their  old  wonnds  and  other 
disorders  contracted  in  the  field.  I  would  therefore  beg  leave  to 
solicit  your  Hon'ble  body  to  grant  them  such  necessary  relief  as 
may  appear  to  them  adequate  to  their  present  necessities  as  some  of 
thorn  are  entirely  destitute  of  the  above  mentioned  articles. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Sir,  with  great  repect 

your  Excellencies 

most  ob'k  h'ble  Serv't 

JAMES  MoLEAN, 

Capt.  com'g.  P.  I.  G'i.» 
Dtrededf 
His  Excellency  Benjamin  FrankliUi  Esq'r,  President  in  Oovneil. 


KSSOLUTION  OF    GbNERAL    ASSEMBLY — COMMISSIONER 

OP  Accounts,  1788. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Message  of  the  Yiee 
President  and  Council  of  the  29th  lust.,  together  with  a  letter  of 
the  same  date  from  the  Comptroller  General,  Report, 

That  they  consider  it  highly  important  that  the  Accounts  of  this 
State  with  the  United  States  should  be  adjusted  and  settledi  and 
that  a  suspension  of  the  powers  of  the  Commissioner  now  acting 
uuder  the  Authority  of  Congress  for  that  purpose,  would  have  the 
effect  of  protracting  such  settlement. 

The  Committee  nevertheless  do  not  apprehend  that  the  said  Com- 
missioner would  be  warranted  in  proceeding  on  this  business  after 
the  time  for  which  his  appoiDtmcnt  shall  expire,  and  that  an  offer 
on  the  part  of  the  State  to  defray  the  czpence  of  such  commissiouer, 
might  create  a  Jealousy  that  he  acted  under  the  iDflucncc  of  the 
Statu, 


'Tbpf  OMdkntmMamin^  the  foUowiag  leedtfttoia 


•Shaittk  Snpwa  Bxeonlht  Oooneil  bo  reqiMStad  to  applj  io  t|i« 
hunii  of  th4  Uoiled  Stelefly*io  oontiiHM  tbe  praieBl  Oommiw^Ber 
fMltfng  tbsaaooonior  Ihk  Steto  wkb  fthd  UoUiBa  Statoi,  lor  iix 
MmAio  hjoid  the  time  ot  whiob  hit.  ptoiont  appoiiiftiBeal  duJl^ 

mkB  fomoim  fa  a  true  oonr  of  the  Beporl  of  tiio  OommUtteo 
MMtoplad  a  Gaaend  AmauMy^  Soiordaf,  Ootober  14th,  1788. 
^2        PliTBB  Z.  IiLOTD,  Olork  oftko  G^Moval  A^mmkAj 

of  the*  C^>iiimoiiwMltk  of  Feii!l8yl?ifilk 
Hreeted, 

^J^  tbe  bovmbfo  TIm  Sapreiao  B»M«iif o  OoMt^lL 


OHN  Abkbtrokq  Jr.,  to  Yicx  Pbis.  MtnaLBKBBRa,  1788. 

tmt  Sir, 

Toa  will  oblige  me  and  the  other  Oenilemen  in  the  delegation  hf 
snding,  as  soon  as  possible,  a^  oonj  of  the  late  Act  of  the  Qen. 
LMemblj  for  appointing  Electors,  ao.,  &c. 

The  reoolloction  I  have  of  it  leads  me  to  think  that  thero  is  in  it 
mt  deviation  from  the  Besolution  of  Congress  of  the  18th  hit. 
hosid  nj  ooDJeoture  be  founded  wo  must  endeavor  to  obtain  some 
ispensatory  resolation  here.  The  deviation^  t  saspeot,  relate  to 
be  Time  of  appointing  them. 

^  f  enclose  you  a  copy  of  the  Besolndon  of  OongresSi  ft  am  with, 
rs^respeti^ 

Tour  most  obedient  ft  very  hnmble  servanti 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG,  Je. 

H;  York,  9th  October,  1788. 

fwtctcdj 
Honorable  Peter  Muhlenberg,  Vioe  Plesiden^  fto.,  Philadelphia. 
Free.    J.  Armstrong,  Jr.  ^ 


By  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled. 

September  18, 1788. 

Whereas  the  Conyention  assembled  in  Philadelphia,  pursuant  to 
be  Resolution  of  Congress  of  the  21st  February,  1787,  did,  on  the 
7th  of  September  in  the  same  year,  report  to  the  United  &VaXi^  ydl 

*  See  Col.  Bee.,  VoL  XV.,  p.  068. 
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Congress  assembled,  a.  Constitation  for  the  People  of  the  United 
States;  whereupon  Congress^  on  the  28th  of  the  same  September, 
did  resolve  unanimously,  "  That  the  said  report,  with  the  Roaolu- 
tions  and  Letter  aocompanjing  the  iame,  be  traDimitted  to  the 
seyeral  Leffislaturea  in  order  to  be  submitted  to  a  Convention  of 
Delegates  onoeen  in  each  State  by  the  people  thereof,  in  oonforaitT 
to  the  Resolves  of  the  Convention  made  and  provided  in  that  oase/' 
And  whereas  the  Constitution  ao  reported  by  the  Convention,  and 
by  Congress  transmitted  to  the  several  Legialatures,  has  been  ratified 
in  the  manner  therein  declared  to  be  auffiment  for  the  eatabliahmont 
of  the  same,  and  auoh  Batifications  daly  authenticated  have  been 
received  by  Congress,  and  are  filed  in  the  Office  of  the  Secretary — 
therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  first  Wednesday  in  January  next,  be  the  day 
for  appointing  Electors  in  the  several  States,  which  before  the  said 
day  shall  have  ratified  the  said  Constitution ;  that  the  first  Wednes- 
day in  February  next,  be  the  day  for  the  Electors  to  assemble  in 
their  respective  States,  and  vote  for  a  President ;  and  that  the  first 
Wednesday  in  March  next,  be  the  time,  and  the  present  Seat  of 
Congress  the  place  for  commencing  Proceedings  under  the  said 
Constitution. 


YiCE  Pkes.  Muhlenberg  to  Delegates  w  Congbess. 

In  Council,  Philadelphia,  October  9th,  1788. 
Gentlemen, 

By  the  direction  of  the  Board  I  have  the  Honor  to  inclose  you  a 
Resolution  of  The  General  Assembly  passed  the  4th  instanti  where- 
by They  direct  this  Board  to  make  application  to  the  United  States 
in  Congress,  &  to  request  that  the  time  for  which  the  Commissioner 
foiwsettling  the  Account  of  this  State  with  the  United  States  may  be 
prolong'd.  / 

Council  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  lay  the  same  before  Con- 
gress for  their  determination. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Gentlemen,  with  great  respect, 

Your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

PETER  MUHLKNBERQ.* 
Directed, 

Ilonble.  the  Delegates  of  Pennsylvania  in  Congress. 

*  See  Col.  Rcc,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  558. 
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Gov.  HumiKGTON  OF  Connecticut  to  Pbbs.  Fbanxlxn— 
Wyoming,  1788. 

New  HavoD,  Got.  14th.  1788. 
Sir, 

1  did  mvBelf  the  honour  some  time  put,  to  addrees  your  Ezce)- 
leooy  on  the  subject  of  Imprisonment  of  John  Franklin  in  PhiTa- 
delpbia,  and  afterwards  reoeived  with  much  satisfaction  information 
of  the  kind  and  humane  proceedings  of  your  Excellency  &  Council, 
relative  to  the  prisoner  in  consequence  of  my  letter  on  that  sub- 
ject* 

I  have  now  before  me  a  letter  from  the  same  prisoner,  wherein  he 
acknowledgeth  his  situation  hath  been  made  as  comfortable  as  dose 
Confinement  could  admit,  both  in  sickness  and  health,  except  he  is 
unable  to  procure  comfortable  clothing ;  but  he  complains  grievi- 
ously  that  he  is  still  held  in  dose  confinement  without  being 
admitted  to  bail,  or  the  liberty  of  a  trial  for  the  offence  wherewith 
he  is  accused. 

I  am  also  informed  that  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  have 
suspended  their  act,  which  had  been  passed  for  quieting  the  settlers  at 
Wyoming,  and  their  consternation  and  uneasiness  in  cousequence  of 
the  suspension. 

It  is  presumed  those  tranaaotions  are  well  known  to  your  Excel- 
lency &  need  not  further  explanation. 

As  the  people  first  settled  at  Wyoming,  under  countenance  of 
this  Legislature,  and  for  a  time  lived  under  the  exercise  of  tbo 
Government  of  this  State ;  Government  have  always  thought  them- 
selves under  some  kind  of  obligation  to  take  notice  of  their  com- 
plaints and  distresses;  which  is  my  apology  for  troubling  Your 
Excellency  at  this  time. 

But  consideriog  the  Irritable  nature  of  the  Susquehannah  Con- 
troversy the  powerful  connections,  which  the  settlers  there  have 
with  a  numerous  class  of  Citizens  in  this  State  in  both^the  ties  of 
interest  and  consanguinity,  and  the  disagreeable  consquences  of 
wounding  an  old  fracture  when  apparently  almost  healed ;  I  have 
thought  it  expedient  to  address  your  Excellency  on  this  subject, 
without  laying  the  complaints  above  refer'd  to,  before  the  Legisla- 
ture. 

Let  me  then  suggest  to  your  Excellency,  whether  it  be  consistent 
with  the  free  constitution  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  to 
hold  any  person  a  close  prisoner  from  year  to  year  mere  upon 
accusation,  without  admitting  him  to  bail,  or  the  liberty  of  a  trial, 
when  Government  is  in  profound  peace  and  full  exercise.  * 

And  doth  not  the  dignity  of  Government,  and  the  dietates  of 
sound  Policy  require  that  the  act  in  nature  of  a  grant  which  waa 
passed  for  quietiug  the  settlers  at  Wyoming,  and  a^^oatm^  V^  ^^xk^ 

*  Bee  page  288. 
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their  land,  done  with  so  mnch  deliberation  and  notorietj,  should 
be  held  sacred  and  inviolate,  and  that  future  disturhancesy  dispute! 
and  disagreeable  consequences  should  be  prevented  if  possible. 

The  prisoner  above  mentioned  is  apprehensive  that  the  lawless  k 
ontrageous  proceedings  of  the  Banditti,  who  carried  off  that  worthy 
Gentleman,  Col.  Pickering,  may  operate  to  his  disadvantage, 
although  as  I  am  informed  it  was  done  without  his  knowledge  or 
apprehension. 

I  have  only  to  add  that  I  am  perfectly  satisfied,  your  seDtimeDti 
and  inclinations  will  fully  eoncide  in  all  proper  exertions,  to  alleviate 
the  distresses  &  miseries  of  the  wretched,  among  Individuals  and  in 
promoting  harmony,  mutual  conciliation  and  good  neighborhood|  be- 
tween States  and  societies,  so  far  as  may  bo  consistent  with  the 
principles  of  Justice  and  the  honour  and  safety  of  Civil  Govern- 
ment. 

With  the  highest  sentiments 

of  Esteem  and  Bespeot, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

your  Ezc'ys  hble.  Servt., 

JAMES  HUNTINGTON.* 
IXrected, 
Hb  Excellency,  President  Franklin. 


Wm.  Will  to  Vice  Prbs.  Rbdiok— Election  of  Shbrxft, 

1788. 

PhUad'a,  Oct.  15th,  1788. 
Sir, 

I  beg  leave  to  inform  you,  and  through  you,  tho  Honorable  the 
Supreme  Executive  Couneil,  that  I  am  collecting  a  number  of  bets, 
which  I  mean  as  speedily  as  possible  to  lay  before  your  Honorable 
Board,  which  I  apprehend  will  prove  that  the  election  for  Sheriff  for 
the  City  and  County  of  Philadelphia,f  was  not  legally  oonduoted; 
&  that  undue  means  have  been  made  use  of  to  influence  a  number  of 
Citizens  to  vote  for  Mr.  James  Aah  ',^  and  also  that  a  number  of 
Seamen  and  others  were  admitted  to  vote  at  the  said  Election,  who 
were  not  Citizens  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  entitled  to  a  vote ;  I 
therefore  must  request  that  the  Honorable  Council  would  be  pleased 
to  Delay  Commissioning  the  Sheriff  of  the  City  and  County  of 

•  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  576. 

t  See  Col.  R«s.,  VoL  XV.,  pp.  667,  569,  670,  571,  672,  678,  676,  677, 
678,  679. 
/  Tbo  Cbancil  decided  hi  fa^oT  of  Jam^ft  A&li.— See  Col.  Rec.  Vol.  XV., 
p.  679. 
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niikdelphifti  until  I  liave  time  to  lay  a  fall  state  of  the  laid  mat- 
liUrie(((»  tfieakkoA  prodode  eVidMMi  to  iaHM  tte  4imi'    i    A 
Iam|8ir| 

irith  the  hiffhest  respeeti  .  ^"^ 

'  '^'*" '  ■ "      ■  very  )iflfljhb'|i^flnw^     ;;/. ;/,."; 

".»  ,  .wilt  .WILL. 

T^tftaga&^ble  ])ayid  JMick.  lE&Miiire,  Vioo  Praldent  of  the 
Aq^^  SlSm^i^  Coniibii  of  the  tommonwe^tk  tof  ^^^i^yl- 


.y-i'f  ,■/'  :.■■]  ...  •■     i  ■  ,•■'  i 

SlCRBTART  OF  FORXIGN  AfFAIBS  TO  PrBS.  FBAI^tn^,  ^ 

=  •.      ■  .J 

Office  for  foreign  Affiiirg,  17th  October,  1788. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  Honor  of  transmitting  to  jonr  Excellenoj  herewith 
eneloeedy  five  Papexa -eent  to  me.fof  tbfit  I^u|mm  ibj.!^^ 
toffediet  witti  a  Copy  of  a  Note  from  Um  to  me  respectibp; 'tliem. 

How  far  Qovernment  should  interpoea  to  obtain  Jostioe,  in  the 
ordinary  conrse  of  Law^  tor  Indindaals'  in  a  foreign  Country,  who 
have  neither  private  Fnenda  nor  pnblio  Minbten  on  the  spo^.^ 
them^  is  a  onestion  that  merits  Consideratioiv  £[nmtfijitty 
I  to  feeovnttiena  it,  and'yet  sev^riil  IDiiienlfies  and  Objecftlons 
^^  robtioos.  This  is  thie  firtil  lipplicitioil  <if  the  kind  that  I 
vamlaet  in  this  OiMintry,  and  my  A^piibiM'yottt  ^ndgtnetat  Iefl|^ 
M  to  reqxieit  the  Favor  of  yon  1o  infmn  me  <«  'the  lUmilt  of.  yMir 
Sllibetntions  en  the  enbjeet. 

I  have  thd  honor  to  be, 
*' '-  with  great  Bespeot  and 

Esteem,  your  EzoeUene/a  ;        _ 
most  ^bedisnt  an^ 

very  fammble  Servant, 

JOHN  JAY. 
Direcied^ 
Biii  £zoeIIenoy,  Dr.  Franklin. 

*  He  waseleettd  VloePresideat  (Invobm  of  F^  llahleabtirgwhortsiBiied) 
9m  the  14tli  Oct,  andoontinaed  only  nntil  the  general  election,  on  November 
6th,  when  he  was  suoceeded  biy  George  Ross,  as  YUse  Prealdenl  vAdiTVi^TSAA 
Mifflin  at  the  same  tfne  ^faddesded  BeM'u  Fraak^n  aa  PTesiaLeaX.-4^%  ^V 
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Andrew  Shown,  ov  Fbderal  Gazsttb,  to  CouNoiLy  1788. 

Sir, 

I  beg  leave  to  solicit  ^oo  for  your  patronage  of  the  Federal  Oaiette 
and  Philadelphia  Evening  Post,  by  taking,  for  year  honorable  board| 
the  usual  number  of  papers.* 

I  am,  may  it  please  your  Excellency, 

Your  Ezoellenoy's  obedient  humble  servant, 

AND,  BROWN, 
Proprietor  and  Editor  of  said  Gkdsette. 
17  Oct.,  1788. 
Indonedf 

Read  in  Council  same  day  and  agreed  to  take  6  Copies.    J.  Trim- 
ble,  for  Chas.  Biddle,  Seo'y. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency,  the  President  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council 
of  Pennsylvania. 


Vice  Pres.  Bedick  to  Gov,  Clinton,  or  New  York,  1788. 

In  Council, 

Phikdelphia,  October  2l8t,  1738. 
Sir, 

Our  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  set  out  in  a  few  days  for 
Luzerne,  where  the  noted  John  Franklin  will  be  put  for  trial — and 
ss  Council  wish  to  fumiph  the  Att'y  General  with  all  the  Testimooj 
they  can  procure,  I  am  directed  to  request  your  Excellency  will  onkr 
the  Letters  written  by  Franklin  to'Dcctor  Hamilton  of  your  Stats, 
and  any  other  papers  you  may  have  that  respect  this  business,  to  be 
transmitted  here.  Should  your  Excellency  wbh  them  returned  yoa 
may  depend  upon  their  being  sent  to  you. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

With  great  Respect, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient. 
And  very  humble  servant, 

DAVID  REDTCK, 
V.  President. 
His  Excelleney,  Oeorge  Clinton^  Esq.yf  Governor  of  New  York 
State. 

♦  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  666. 
t  SeeCol.  B,eo.,'Vc\.'XNM^-^1^« 
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Wm.  Will  to  Yigb  Fbbsidbnt  Kebioe,  1788. 

0  Ibe  Iioaombk  Ikvid  Beddiok,  Ewpan^  Viae  President  and 

the  Supreme  Execntive  Council  of  PennBylvania. 
ha'  petition  of  William  Will  humbly  ehewetiiy 
lliat  this  honorable  board  haying  In  eonaequenoe  of  Us  petitioui 
leaented  this  momingy  resdved  £at  he  be  allowed  aooess  to  the 
arbooksy  fto.^  be  oonoeiyes  it  will  both  fkoUitate  die  progress  and 
uoirlen  the  duration  of  the  buriness  if  the  fknher  examuiatioB  of 
taieisos  is  postponed  for  a  few  days  until  he  has  had  time  to  traee 
to'  the  books  the  names  of  those  who  have  TOted  and  have  not 
ma  rated  to  the  payment  of  taxes,  nor  otherwise  oualiAed.  and 
areby  apply  his  evidenoe  to  those  inatanoes  whibb  the  Dooiai  enable 
Bito*aeleet. 

Ha  therefore  humbly  prays  that  the  fSurther  examination  of  wit- 
ami  may  be  adjourned  till  some  day  in  the  next  week,  before 
iMUi  from  the  great  number  of  voters,  it  will  scarcely  be  possible  to 
\  thro*  the  lists^  or  to  such  other  time  as  to  the  board  shall  appear 
pedient. 

And  as  in  duty  bound,  &c., 

WM.  WILL  * 
22d  Oct.,  1788. 


[CHARD  Morris,  Chief  Justiok  of  New  York,  to  Vice 
Prbs.^Rbdick,  1788. 

New  Fork,  October  24th,  1788. 

In  Compljance  with  his  Excellency,  Governor  Clinton's  request, 
lAve  the  Honor  herewith  to  Inclose  to  the  Executive  Council  of 
piilTania,  through  ^our  hands,  the  several  letters  in  my  piMsesBion^ 
cporting  to  be  written  by  John  Franklin  to  Doctor  Hamilton. 
I  tiiose  papers  are  in  my  Hinds  Officially,  I  shall  be  much  obliged, 
an  they  are  no  ftirther  wsnted;  that  thiey  may^  by  some  safe  (Jon- 
f«noe,  be  remitted  to  me.f 
I  am,  Sir, 

With  the  Greatest  Respect, 

Your  Honors  most  obedient, 

And  very  Humble  Servant, 

BiC'D.  MORRIS. 
rhe  Honorable  David  Redick,  Esq.,  Yioe  President  of  the  State 
Pennsylvania. 

♦  CoL  See,,  Vol  XV,,  p.  578. 
f  See  page  410,  nad  Coh  Eee.,  YoL  XV.,  p.  M^ 
18* 
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Zkbulok  Butlek  to  Ssc*t  Bibdle,  1788. 

WOb-Baize,  Loktb  CoddIj,  (ktobor  24thy  1788. 
Sir, 

1  received  jour  Letter  (eirouUr)  of  the  22d  Angort  lu^*  I  n 
lorrj  to  inform  joa  tliat  mj  best  ezenions  haxe  as  jet  fmiled  to  pro- 
core  legid  Betnms  of  the  Penona  subject  to  militia  Dntj  ia  thii 
Coantjy  among  the  first  elected  Officers  of  the  first  BattilWL 
Capt.  BoflSy  Capt.  Alden,  Uent  Nesbii^  Emngn  Hide,  t  Eaflgs 
Alden,  were  not  immediatelj  CommisaioQed.  Since  Capfc.  Bom  bai 
received  his  commiasioni  Col.  Pickeringi  with  mjadf  and  othen^ 
were  appointed  to  examine  the  othezs  and  report  to  CownciL  CoL 
Pickering  informed  me  he  made  te^ortj  but  I  have  aotieeeiTed  tkeir 
Commissions.  Ensign  Alden  has  left  the  State,  Ensign  Hjde  hai 
engaged  in  the  Horse. 

The  elected  officers  in  the  second  Battalion  I  have  been  infimed 
are  not  to  be  oommissioned.  As  soon  as  I  receive  Orders  tnm 
Council  for  holding  a  new  Election,  I  shall  proceed  in  the  Bosiiiea 
&  osc  my  best  endeavours  to  organize  the  MUitia  and  make  Betins; 
I  have  no  returns  for  the  years  1785, 1786,  and  17S7. 
I  am  Sir, 

jour  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

ZEB'N  BUTLER,  County  LientenanL 
Directed^ 
Charles  Biddle,  Esquire,  Secretary  to  Council. 


V.  P.  Bedice  to  Gov.  Huntington,  of  Connecticut,  1788. 

Sir, 

Tour  letter  of  the  14th  iostant,t  directed  to  the  lateX  Presidest 
of  Pennsylvania,  Dr.  Franklin,  has  been  read  in  Council,  and  in 
answer  thereto  I  have  the  Honor  of  observing  that  in  the  case  of  ike 
prisoner,  Mr.  Franklin,  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  Luzerne  d^ 
pended,  in  the  opinion  of  Gov',  in  a  great  measure  on  the  confine- 
ment of  this  man  untill  he  could  be  brought  to  trial,  which  will  now 
take  place  within  a  very  few  days,  and  which  is  as  early  as  tbe 
Supreme  Judges  have  had  it  in  their  power,  agreeably  with  their 
established  oider  of  doing  the  duties  of  their  offices,  to  go  to  Ln- 
seme,  and  we  presume  that  the  charge  against  Mr.  Franklin,  and 
that  not  merely  such  unsupported  by  affidavits,  as  your  ExocIIcdcj'b 
letter  would  seem  to  imply,  together  with  the  well  known  spirit  ind 

*  See  page  399. 
t  Bee  paf^e  4QQ. 
-  t  8««  Oo\.  Uec.  \o\.  :L\  ,,  V  ^'*^- 
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iform  oondaot  of  this  persoD,  &  the  diBtarbaiioef  whioh  hare  iob- 
toA  in  the  Betileneiit  of  Wioming  almoM  erer  riiice  Ub  deteelioDi 
11  folly  jiuUfy  the  measaroB  ponued  by  the  Oov*.    The  people 

both  the  Gov*  that  oyer  whioh  yoa  preside,  as  well  as  of 
lliay'ay  hare  at  least  the  soars  reroainfaig  rf  tbe  woends  tiiey  have 
Mired  in  the  unhappy  dispute  whioh  formerly  sabsistedy  and  whioh 

haye  now  no  doubt  of  having  quite  healed  iy>,  uiJesB  aomei  un- 

fpy  interposition  should  prerent,  we  hofe,  sir,  thai  the  wisdom 
jnstioe  of  the  legislature  of  Pennsyfra.  will  bad  to  suoh  measures 
mil  Justify  the  Goy^  to  the  unpreiudioed,  and  be  assured  diat 
thing  will  afford  a  higher  ffratifloatijDn  to  this  State  than  to  find 
li  Oonneotiout  should  be  so  happy  as  to  Tiew  it  tu  the  same  point 
light 

Be  assured,  Sir,  that  it  will  be  the  eare  of  Pennsylvania' to  eulti- 
ka  a  good  understanding  with  your  State,' And  we  shall  be  happy  in 
mdng  such  measures  as  will  have  a  real  tendenoy  to  ease  the  ml- 
ga  of  our  Citiseos  of  the  County  of  Luieme  as  well  as  those^of  thoir 
ands  and  connections  in  tbe  State  of  Conneoticut 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be  Sir, 

with  great  respect  your  most 

obedient  &  very  humble  servt., 

DAVID  REDIOK,  Viee  President. 


Sbc'y  C.  Biddlb  to  Attornbt  Gbnbral,  1788. 

Philada.,  Octr.  29, 1788. 
ar  Sir, 

[  send  you  by  tbe  Sheriff  of  Luzerne  the  papers  that  have  been 
nsmitted  by  the  Governor  and  Chief  Justices  of  the  State  of  New 
rk  relating  to  said  John  Franklin — as  the  Chief  Justice  of  N. 
ffk  will  want  those  papers  returned  to  him,  Counoil  request  you 
1  bring  them  here  with  you  or  send  them  to  me  by  some  safo 
Ifeyance. 

With  great  Esteem, 

I  am.  Dr.  Sir, 

yr.  obt  serviy 

C.  BIDPI^E,  Seo'y. 
[  send  you  the  newspapers  of  tbe  day. 

ianed, 

1788,  Ootober  29th.  Pspers*  put  into  the  hands  of  the  Atty. 
nenl  respeetg.  John  Prauklio,  a  State  jMrisoner  for  exciting  disr 
rfciAees  at  Wioming.    Betamed  by  Mr.  jiradtoti. 

*  Tbi§  sppwan  to  be  merefy  the  cnvtHoi^. 


416  PBNNSTLYANIA  ABOHIVBS  1788. 

Return   ov   Field   Officers   of   Northumbirlahd 
County,  1788. 

Return  of  field  Offioerg  Eleoted  in  The  Ooonty  of  North%  Agne- 
aUe  To  the  Militia  Law. 

lat  BattalioDi  Lieutenant  Colonel,  John  Wlite. 
Maj'.  Charles  Gobin. 

2d;  James  Murrji  Lieutenant  Colonel. 
Maj'.  James  McMahin. 

8d;  William  Hepbunii  Lieutenant  Colonel. 
Haj'.  Isaac  Seelj. 

4th|  John  Eelleji  Lieutenant  Col". 
Maj'.  John  Graj. 

5th;  Anthony  Sxiliu,  Lieutenant  Col". 
Jacob  Hosterman^  Maj'. 

I  do  hereby  Certify  That  the  Above  is  a  True  Return  of  The 
Different  Elections  held  by 

WILLIAM  WILSON, 

Lieut.  North'  County. 

Directedf 

Charles  Riddle,  Esqr.,  Secretary  of  Council. 


EssAT  OP  A  Plan  to  appreciate  the  Monet,  1788. 

It  seems  that  nothing  is  likely  to  restore  confidence  in  the  paper 
money ;  to  sink  it  is  the  duty  of  the  State,  as  the  quantity  is  lessened; 
the  scarcity  will  appreciate  the  Residue. 

First  Method,  let  the  mortgages  be  made  transferrable,  by  tbe 
Trustees,  to  any  Person  discharging  the  amount.  The  original  Con- 
tract  however  to  remain. valid  with  regard  to  the  time  of  payment 
and  kind  of  money.  No  money  is  to  be  issued  from  the  Loan  Office, 
as  the  law  now  stands,  so  whatever  sums  come  in  by  this  method 
can  he  burned.  Quere,  would  this  be  against  the  Mortgager  or  notf 
he  would  not  be  pushed,  but  in  the  end  must  pay  hard  money. 
Tbe  speculation  would  be  in  favour  of  the  TraDBferee,,who  advanoed 
Paper,  and  finally  would  get  botVi  ^n^cA^^  ^xA  Ixiterest  in  hard 
money.     The  State,  it  bas  "been  «a\A,  cwJ^^  ^V.  t3^\\»  tA^^  wx\.  ^V^^ 


18  H.  ootstandiDg  on  the  Loan  Office  Books,  this  howerer  ought  to 
be  reduoed  to  eome  oertaintj,  and  the  Penons  aotnaUy  knota;  who 
vcmld  advance  the  moneys  before  any  law  is  risqned.  :• 

Sd  Method,  to  Open  a  Lean,  for  the  taking  np  80  or  40  BC^  of  t]ie 
paper  money,  on^  usual  half  yearly  interest,  redeemable  inT  yeaf% 
isd  a  sufficient  fiuid^  the  produoe  of  which  to  be  hard  moiny  onlj^ 
migned  for  paytfient  of  Interest  a^  PHvcipSI^'Mid  tiie  mCbeyrno 
taken  up  burned.  This  would  lessen  tli^  gross  snni^  bttt  at  ^  same 
£ne  lessen  the  ftinds  for  sinking  the  Mdie,  by  withdrawing  om 
br  an  hard  money  fund.  The  fpeeditfon  would*  be  in  f||iottr^f 
;be  advancers  of  moneyy  but  perliapa  il  would  be  a  Tsry  |ast  o|l*, 
M  it  is  likely  the  subscribers  to  tb|a.lQ9|i|.:would  be.  sudr^  hmi 
ree^d  the  money  at  Par^  in  Salai^  InWsst,  &e. 

8d  Method,  open  a  loan  of  bard  money  only,  assign  the  most  w- 
ixoeptionable  fund  for  the  payment  of  Interest  half  yearly,  Principal 
■edeomable  in  7  years,  Produce  of  the  fund  to  be  hard  money  only, 
rhis  is  liable  to  the  same  objecUon  aa  the  above  with  respect  to 
withdrawing  a  fund,  buy  up  paper  with  the  hard  money,  and  bum 
t — ^20  M.  will  procure  80  M.,  Speculation  is  an  ugl?  Business  (br 
Javemment;  here  however  it  is  intirely  in  fiiTOur  of  the  Stale.  But 
shore  is  the  hard  money  ? 

4th,  Follow  the  depreciation,  and  pay  every  officer  of  Government, 
lot  in  the  nominal  sum,  but  agreeabfo  to  the  amount  advanced  of 
Paper  necessary  to  procure  the  hard  money.  Necessity  has  forced  Uie 
3.  £.  0.,  into  these  measures  in  all  the  late  Government  Om:itraots. 
Why  should  the  Public  officers  alone  suffer  ?  let  the  Present  Tates 
^  called  in  with  all  diligence,  and  let  the  New  ones  be  laid  on  the 
principles  of  depreciation. 
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JLDVOBD,  AtTT.  6xN.^  TO  SflOBKTAKT  BlI^DU,  1788. 

D^  Not.  1, 1788. 


feoaved  the  papers  which  yoi  farwaided  bj  Land  Butler 
oheriffof  Lwerne;  but  upon  ezamiiiatioDi  I  do  not  find 
wiU  b0  oT  any  eeeential  aonrice  in  theproaeeatkMk 
Ntfed  to  inform  Council  ^ai  the  Gommonirealth  baa  been 
tin  both  the  anita  brought  by  Jamea  Dehmcy  &  Margaret 
to  recover  certain  landa  aoid  bj  the  State  to  J.  MeNalr  ft 
I  forfeited  by  the  attainder  of  Andrew  Allen.  The  property 
beiy  in  dispute  was  about  300  acres,  that  which  waaniToIved 
leation  was  about  a  thousand  acres, 
adges  aet  out  for  Luseme  to  morrow,  J.  Franklin  went  fof- 
p  day  under  the  Custody  of  SherifF  Butler. 
I  am  sir, 

with  great  Esteem^ 
your  most  obedt  Senrt 

WM.  BRADPOBD,  Jur. 

h 

ea  Biddle  Esquire  Secretary  of  CoundI|  Phikdelphia. 


JORD  OF    Conviction  or  Eilboek  ahd  Parks— 
WioMiNO,  1788. 

tify  that  at  a  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  and  Oeneral  Qaol 
y  held  at  Wilkesborough   for  the  County  of  Luieme  tbe 
lay  of  November  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousaod  seven 
1  and   eighty  eight,  before  the  Honorable  Thomas  McKean 
\  Doctor  of  Laws,  Chief  Justice,  and  the  Honorable  Jacob 
Ssquire,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
mwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  Joseph  Kilbome  and  Darius  Parks  ' 
itne  County,  Yeomen,  were  indicted  tried  and  convicted  by  a 
the  Country,  for  that  they  together  with  a  number  of  others, 
I  twenty  sixth  day  of  June  in  tbe  Year  of  our  Lord  one 
id  seven  hundred  and  eighty  eight|  at  Wilkesborough  in  the 
vnnty,  with  force  and  Arms^  to  wit,  with  Guns,  KniveSi  and 
awks,  unlawfully!  riotously  and  routously  did  assemble  and 
themselves  together  to  disturb  the  peace  of  the  said  Common- 
,  and  so  being  assembled  and  ffatbered  in  and  upon  Timothy 
ing  Esquire,  (then  and  still  beiog  Prothouotai^  oi  ^^  ^ui^» 
mon  pleas,  hoIdeniD  and  for  the  said  County,  iLiena^ec  tcst^^ 
f  of  wiU»  aad  gnntiug  Letten  of  j|^dmhnsltz«uoii  ixA  "^a- 
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oorder  of  Deeds  in  and  for  the  County  aforesaid,  and  one  of  the 
Oommissionen  appointed  by  the  Commonwealth  for  ascertaining  the 
Claims  of  the  Connecticut  claimants  to  lands  in  the  said  County,! 
and  the  peace  of  God  and  of  the  Commonwealth  aforesaid  then  ana 
there  being  unlawfully,  riotously,  &  routously  did  make  an  Assanlt 
and  him  the  said  Timothy,  then  and  there  unlawfully  riotoosly  k 
routously  did  beat  &  ill  treat,  &  him  the  said  Timothy  PiokerioK 
Esquire  then  and  there  did  unlawfully  riotously  ft  routously  Una 
with  Cords,  imprison  ft  of  his  natural  Liberty  deprire,  and  him 
the  said  Timothy  Pickerin|  Esquire,  so  bound  as  aforesaid|  with 
force  and  Arms  &c.,  unlawmlly  riotously  ft  routously  and  against 
the  will  of  the  said  Timothy,  did  take  and  oouYcy  away  into  lone  ft 
desert  places  in  the  said  County,  and  him  the  said  Timothy  Tiek- 
ering  Esquire  in  the  said  lone  and  desert  places  from  the  day  afbre- 
•aid  until  the  fifteenth  Day  of  July  in  the  same  year,  bound  with 
Chains  and  exposed  to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  nnlawfolly 
riotously  and  routously  did  keep,  imprison  ft  detain,  with  a  seditious 
intention  to  compell  and  procure  the  discharge  and  Release  from 
Goal,  of  one  John  Franklin  then  lately  before  arrested,  ft  committed 
to  the  Goal  of  the  City  ft  County  of  Philadelphia  charged  with  High 
Treason  against  this  Commonwealth  ft  committed  for  the  same — to 
the  great  damage  of  the  said  Timothy  Pickering  Esquire,  to  the  eril 
Example  of  all  others  in  the  like  Case  offending  and  against  the 
peace  and  dignity  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania.  Where- 
upon it  was  considered  by  the  said  Justices,  that  the  said  Joseph 
Kilbom  should  pay  a  fine  of  one  hundred  Dollars  to  the  Common- 
wealth and  the  Costs  of  Prosecution  and  be  committed  to  the 
common  Gaol  of  Luxeme  County  for  the  space  of  six  calender 
months,  that  is  'till  the  sixth  day  of  May  next,  and  that  Darius 
Parks  pay  a  fine  of  fifty  dollars  to  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  the  Costs  of  Prosecution  and  in  the  mean  time  remain  in 
the  Sheriff's  Custody. 

EDW.  BURD,  prot.  Supr.  Court 


Rkcord  of  Conviction  of  B.  and  N.  Abbott^ — ^WtominOi 

1788. 

I,  Edward  Burd,  prothonotary  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania,  do  certify  that  at  a  Court  of  Oyer  and 
Terminer  and  General  Gaol  Delivery,  hold  at  Wilkesborough,  for 
the  County  of  Luzerne,  the  fourth  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-eight,  Benjamin 
Abbott  and  Nathan  Abbott,  junior,  of  the  County  of  Luzerne,  Teo- 
men,  were  indicted  and  convicted,  by  their  own  Confession,  of  having 

*  Fine  remitted,  8eeCo\."BL«o.,^o\.  ^^m^^'*^ 
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on  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  June  Itst,  at  Wilkesboroosh,  in  the  said 
Gpnnty,4ogether  with  a  number  of  others,  nnlawfolly,  rontoosly 
and  riotously  assaulted  and  beat  the  said  Timothy  Pickering, 
Esquire,  bound  with  Cords,  imprisoned  and  deprived  him  of  his 
natural  Liberty,  and  conreyed  him  away  to  lone  and  desert  places 
In  the  said  County,  and  unlawfully,  routously  and  riotously  kept 
imprisoned  and  detained  the  said  Timothy  Pickering,  Esq.,  in  tbo 
said  lone  and  desert  places,  bound  with  Chains,  and  exposed  to  tho 
Inclemency  of  the  weather,  from  tho  said  tweuty-sizth  day  of  June 
until  the  fifteenth  day  of  July,  in  the  same  year,  with  a  seditious 
Intention  to  compel  and  procure  the  discharge  and  release  from  Gaol 
of  one  John  Franklb,  then  lately  before  arrested  and  committed  to 
the  Gaol  of  the  City  and  County  of  Philadelphia,  charged  with  High 
Treason  against  the  said  Commonwealth,  and  committed  for  the  same, 
whereupon  it  was  considered  by  the  said  Court  that  the  said  Benjamin 
Abbot  and  Nathan  Abbot,  junior,  severally  pay  a  fine  of  twenty 
shillings  to  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  and  discharge  the 
Costa  of  prosecution,  and  in  the  mean  time  remain  in  the  Sheriff*s 
Custody. 

Witness  my  Hand,  the  seventh  day  of  November,  in  the  Year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-eight. 

EDW.  BURD,  prot. 


Record  of  Conviction  op  Zeb.   Cade — Wyoming,  1T88. 

I,  Edward  Burd,  prothonotary  of  tho  Supremo  Court  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania,  do  certify  that  at  a  Court  of  Oyer  and 
Terminer  and  General  Gaol  Delivery,  held  at  Wilkepborough,  for 
the  County  of  Luzerne,  tho  fourth  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-eight,  Zebulon 
Cady,  of  the  County  of  Luzerne,  Yeoman,  was  indicted  and  convicted, 
by  bis  own  Confession,  of  having  on  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  June 
last,  at  Wilkesborough,  in  the  said  County,  together  with  a  number 
of  others,  riotously,  routously  and  unlawfully  assaulted  and  beat 
Timothy  Pickering,  Esquire,  bound  with  Cords,  imprisoned  and 
deprived  him  of  his  natural  Liberty,  and  conveyed  him  away  to  lone 
and  desert  places  in  the  said  County,  and  unlawfully,  routously  and 
riotously  kept  imprisoned  and  detained,  the  said  Timothy  Pickering, 
Esquire,  in  the  said  lone  and  desert  places,  bound  with  Chains  and 
exposed  to  the  Inclemency  of  the  weather  from  the  said  twenty-sixth 
day  of  June  until  the  fifteenth  day  of  July,  in  the  same  Year,  with  a 
seditious  intention  to  compel  and  procure  the  discharge  and  release 
from  Gaol  of  one  John  Franklin,  then  lately  before  arrested  and 
committed  to  the  Gaol  of  the  City  and  County  of  Philadel^Kv^^ 
charged  with  high  Treason  against  the  said  Commonwe^\l\i)  ^t^^  ^o\xi- 
mitted  for  the  samo,  whereupon  it  was  consideted  \)y  \\iq  «a\^  ^^tV 
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that  the  said  Zobalon  Cady  should  be  oommitted  to  the  commoa 
Gaol  of  Luzerne  County  for  the  Space  of  three  Calendai^Months, 
discharge  the  Costs  of  proseoatioB,  and  in  the  mean  time  remain  ia 
the  Sheriff's  Custody. 

Witness  my  fiand,  the  seventh  day  of  N'oremberi  in  the  year  cf 


our  Lord  one  thousand  seyen  hundred  and  eighty-eight. 

EDW.W 


URD;prot 


Jamks  Brison  to  Tick  Pres.  Bkdice,  1788. 

Oreensburghy  8th  November,  1788. 
fiir, 

I  beg  leave  to  trouble  you  with  a  few  lines  respecting  an  election 
lately  held  for  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  Pittsburgh.  It  is  said  that 
no  election  can,  with  propriety,  be  held  in  a  district  in  wUe^  a 
County  Town  is  situate,  for  a  greater  number  of  Justices  than  weald 
be  proper  in  any  other  district,  until  a  special  order  be  granted  hj 
the  Supreme  Executive  Council  for  that  purpose.  I  did  not  thimt 
of  this  matter  when  I  was  in  Philadelphia,  and  have  not  had  oppo^ 
tunity  of  consulting  any  Qentlemen  of  the  law  on  the  snbjeot  einee; 
But  I  would  imagine  that  the  words  in  the  Act  of  Assemblyi  <' Ai 
soon  as  the  President  or  Vice  President  in  Council  shall  think 
proper  to  grant  the  same,"  may  be  as  well  applied  to  the  granting  of 
Commissions  after  an  election,  As  to  the  granting  an  order  for  aooh 
election.  In  our  Case  the  exigency  was  such  that  we  had  no  alter- 
native; if  an  election  had  not  been  held  in  this  way,  we  woold  not 
have  had  Justices  enough  in  the  New  County  to  hold  a  Court  at  the 
time  appointed  by  Law;  Mr.  Wallace,  of  Pittsburgh,  and  Mr.  Scott, 
who  lives  near  Chartiers,  are  the  only  Justices  in  Allegheny  Conntj, 
As  Mr.  Mitchell,  who  lives  in  the  Forks  between  xoughagania  A 
Honongahala,  is  either  gone  or  immediately  going  down  the  Ohio 
Bivcr. 

I  would  fondly  hope,  that  under  these  oircumstancesi  the  Council 
will  not  refuse  us  the  Commissions  for  those  elected. 

It  seems  to  bo  regretted  that  Mr.  Kirkpatrick,  who  is  third  on  the 
Beturn,  had  not  been  farther  forward.  Ho  is  considered  as  a  Oentfe- 
man  of  Merit  and  very  steady  Judgment.  I  am  informed  that  some 
of  your  Colleagues  are  very  well  acquainted  with  him— if  so,  the 
Council  will  bo  better  able  to  judge  from  their  information  whether  it 
would  be  expedient  to  give  him  a  preference. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

With  the  most  perfect  Bespcct, 

Your  Obedient,  humble  servant. 
Directed,  JAMES  BBISON. 

The  Honorable  David  Beddiek,  Esquire,  Vice  Presideiit  of  the 
Supreme  £xecutive  Coune\\|  PVk\\iA^^>Divbb. 
IfoD'd  by  Capt.  Monison. 


ifttEMA  AncammvMft       m 

j^^L^yU^M  M«LGHX«  TO  2bMB^  UlJ^t^{^yflSt{.    , 

w  it  pleosa  yoitr  Exo^Ueaej, 

ttako  tie  liberty  to  accompaDy  tbia  with  a  eketoh  or  map  of  tba 
mtry  bounded  by  the  North  Ijoe  of  tiiis  State,  and  to  solkh  your 
HitioD  to  those  oommunlcations,  asd  pBrticularly  to  the  eituatiOQ 
pat  GouDiry,  ita  coDuectioD  by  laod  $  water  with  Bome  of  the  ^ 

ft  fertile,  sei^^d  Janda  in  the  State  of  N.  York  &  also  ye  new  ones 
fonDing,  by  which  Diay  be  discovered  the  imraeDse  adrantagea 
^  would  result  to  this  State,  if  the  navigation  of  the  Delaware  wm 
j^ovcd  from  the  division  line,  between  N,  York  ik  PennsyL  ttid 
r  roads  opened  to  the  N.  W.  parts  of  the  latter^  whieh  would  oot 
I*  eQcourage  poptiktiou  and  facilitate  the  Bales  of  Landa^  but 
reftsc  the  commerce  of  the  niotropolis  and  State  in  general^  as 
I  the  enltlvation  of  uniujproT'd  landsf  and  augment  the  Stat@ 
iiane.  Should  the  Ideas  suggested  above,  strike  your  Honble 
vi  ZM  objects  worthy  attention,  on  an  invostigatiou  of  the  gubjectj 

Embly  soliott  jour  communieatloa  to  the  Legi^lattiro*  I  will 
ttdd  that  I  hM-e  enuEuerated  hut  a  few  of  the  DQany  advantages 
might  be  derived  from  an  eaey  iateroourse  to  the  N.  k  N*  W-, 
shall  conelude  with  observing  that  Country  could  be  made  to 
Ida.  what  the  Lands  on  the  Susquehanna  are  to  Maryland.  I 
jlKth  deference  and  Kespect, 
Ll.'  Your  Eiocllency'a  most  ohed't  set. 

5^  '"^'^  ISAAC  WJELCHBa.^* 

«to.,ia|!r<»7.1788. 

pRl  fcriwllq^ey,  Ibomaa  Kifflis,  Bsii^  PseudaiU  of  tki  £v({?rpiqe 
lpiiliY>  (>)«iMiU  af  i'^imi^lYm 

jfi-'-.      .  .         .  ■■.:  ...'  .■■■*  ■    ■••  I 

w,  1        :     .  ..  .■'-.'■■:     ■■....:.-.■. 

iMMttSAir  B.  Smva  to  Prbs.  MnnHr-^BwioirAiiov, 

1788. 

<>.-..  ■...■-:■ 

;:.I  '.:..  FUhdft.,  N0f.  lath,  1788. 

Ekpliata  yaw  Biflell0n(sy< 
iivil  heg  iha  faifor  of  yomr  oacdlenQjftodMkte  la  ihp  HonUe 
itadl  Kiftl.Irarign  to  ihem  dib.  dffipft  of  finkfaoDotHigr  of  tke 
mty  of  Philadelphia. 
,a:i    iltMjovr'BzBeUanisy'BmoeCresMatfiili 

ft  mOBt  obocPi  faimUe  aerfaaft. 
\A  ..  .  I        .    J;  Bi  BMITH-t 

i^imr    .  ,    .  , 

laiUa  BsteUeiioy,  Tbo  Pnridtfit  of  tke  SMa  of  P^anqrlToabL 

^iBiCa1.Reo.,Tbl.XV.,p.607.  "  \*    .^  ..      - 

^     CalfL^Lvol  XV.,  A  69p.    JiMOM  QiddU  ^MM  "M^LfAMft^ 
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Col.  Timothy  Pickkrino  to  Pres.  Mifflin,  1788. 

Wilkesbarre.  Not.  15tb,  1788. 
Sir 

This  will  be  presented  to  ^onr  Excellency  by  Captain  Rom.  Ha 
takes  with  him  John  Franklin,  to  deliver  to  the  Sheriff  of  Northamp* 
ton ;  after  which  he  proposes  to  go  to  Philadelphia,  where,  among 
other  business,  he  will  make  application  to  Council  for  the  nwara 
due  for  some  of  the  convicted  Kioters  of  this  county. 

At  the  Court  of  Oyer  &  Terminer  held  here  last  week,  Stephtt 
Jenkins,  Joseph  Kilbom,  Thomas  Kinney  and  Darius  Parkea,  wen 
tried  and  convicted  of  the  riot  committed  here  in  June  last,  when  I 
was  taken  &  kept  a  prisoner  in  the  woods.  For  Kinney,  1  beUen 
the  reward  has  already  been  paid,  and  Parker  was  apprehended  bj 
a  constable  on  a  warrant  from  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  in  the  ordinarj 
course  of  law ;  for  him  therefore  no  reward  is  due.  The  oapton  d 
Stephen  Jenkins  ft  Joseph  Ealbom  I  suppose  are  entitlM  to  i 
hundred  dollars  for  each  of  them.  A  claim  will  be  presented  for 
100  dollars  for  the  taking  of  Aaron  Kilbom  by  Oideon  Oaterfaoot 
a  constable.  I  doubted  the  propriety  of  thb  claim ;  for  I  recollected 
that  Esq.  Smith  told  me  he  happened  to  be  up  the  river  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Kilbom's  father's  house,  &  hearing  that  the  lad 
had  come  home,  bo  issued  his  warrant  for  apprehending  him,  which 
was  executed  by  Osterhout  the  Constable  :  nut  the  latter  sajs  he 
took  bim  on  the  proclamation  of  Council.  Young  Kilbom  is  bat 
about  fifteen  years  old,  and  on  his  examination,  I  remember  he  said 
he  had  come  home  with  a  view  to  give  himself  up,  but  was  adied 
before  he  had  time  to  set  off  for  Wiikesboro'  for  that  purpose.  He 
was  brought  to  this  place  about  the  20th  of  August  last,  at  wfaieh 
time  the  party  with  whom  ho  fled  remained  within  the  State  of 
New- York,  where  he  also  might  have  continued,  his  brother  (of  fall 
age)  being  one  of  them — had  he  not  come  home  with  a  design  of 
surrendering  himself.  These  circumstances  I  thought  it  my  daty 
to  mention  for  the  consideration  of  Council.  I  wish  well  to  Oster- 
hout for  his  steady  attachment  to  Government,  and  because  he  has 
formerly  suffered  for  it,  from  some  of  the  gang  who  took  me ;  and 
had  he  pursued  young  Kilbom  when  fleeing,  or  incurred  any  hiasard 
in  the  act  of  tiding  him,  I  should  have  thought  he  merited  the 
reward. 

Zcbulon  Cady,  another  of  the  rioters,  &  a  notorioni  villain,  was 
seized  by  two  sons  of  esquire  Smith  and  Mr.  Ochmig,  duiing  the 
sitting  of  the  Court  of  Oyer  &  Terminer,  before  which  he  was 
brought ;  and  being  arraigned,  pleaded  guilty,  &  received  his  sen- 
tence. His  captors  richly  deserve  the  reward :  they  broke  open  his 
house  in  the  night,  &  took  him  with  his  arms  in  his  hands,  standing 
upoa  bia  defence^ 

The  Attorney  General  aaidV^  aWiyi  nfiXANA^moMiiA^npoie 
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iha  reTOoation  of  the  proolamation  :'*'  I  wish  it  miy  have  heen  dbne, 
fc  that  the  reTOcatioQ  may  be  soon  published  here :  for  I  am  appjre- 
bensiYe  of  oollueion  between  the  remainder  of  the  rioters  and  their 
fcwidfly  for  the  purpose  of  getting  the  rewards ;  seeing  the  Gourt^ 
MMUntsserating  the  eulprits  for  their  poverty,  ft  beoauie  misled  by 
bka  Jenkinses  ft  other  men  in  years,  have  inflioted  very  light  punish- 
iQMrta.  But  I  beg  leave  to  suggest,  whether  with  the  revocation  it 
1^  act  be  etpedient  to  require  all  the  offioers  ft  ministers  of  justioo 
\o  apprehend  the  remaining  rioters.  It  would  also  seem  to  me 
sspadient  to  ezoent  John  Jenkins  from  the  revocation,  but  to  rednoe 
die  reward  to  100  or  even  to  50  dollars.  This  man  was  the  prime 
ineliflator  of  the  plot,  and  has  gone  hand  in  hand  with  Franklin, 
dtha  the  Orand  Jury  did  not  find  evidence  to  indict  him  of  high 
mason.  He  has  been  indicted  for  the  riot,  on  the  clearest  evidence ; 
md  the  oontinnanoe  of  [the  offer  of  a  reward  will  either  insure  the 
idking  him,  or  keep  him  in  York  State,  whither  he  went  as  soon  as 
[  was  taken  ft  where  he  still  remains ;  and  where,  for  the  good  of 
Jiis  settlement,  it  might  be  well  if  he  should  ever  remain  :  for  tho' 
lefioient  in  courage  to  execute,  yet  he  has  a  heart  base  &  wicked 
mough  to  contrive  any  mischief  whatever. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Very  respectfully,  Sir, 

Your  most  obed't  servant 

TIMOTHY  PICKERING. 

P.S.  On  my  return  hither  I  found  the  enclosed  return  of  the 
sleetion  of  Justices  of  the  peace  had  been  lodged  in  my  office :  I  now 
mnsmit  the  same,  that  Council  may  commissionate  one  of  them  ; 
ind  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  there  will  be  a  convenience  in  its 
being  dune  immediately,  lest  there  should  be  a  defect  of  Justices  at 
rar  next  {term,  which  commences  the  second  of  December,  and  at 
present  there  are  but  four  Justices  in  commission  in  the  county. 
Directefl, 

His  Excellency,  the  president  of  Pennsylvania,  In  Council. 


Practitioners  of  Law  in  Philadelphu — Memorial,  1788. 

To  his  Excellency  the  President  and  the  honorable  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

We  the  subscribing  Practitioners  at  Law  in  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  for  the  County  of  Philadelphia  being  deeply  interested  in 
Behalf  of  ourselves  and  of  our  Clients  in  having  the  office  of  Pro- 
thonotary  of  the  said  Court  filled  by  a  proper  Person,  be^  Ws^  Va 

♦Co/Bee.,  Fol.  X?.,  p.  602. 
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ezpreflfl  onr  fkvorable  Sentiments  of  the  Gentleman  who  baa  lately 
been  appointed  to  this  Station  in  Consequence  of  the  ReaignatioD  af 
Jonathan  B.  Smith,  Esijnire. 

The  well  known  Abilities^  Experience,  Integrity  and  Attentnm  tft 
Badness  of  James  Biddle,  Esqaire,  at  the  same  Time  that  thsy 
promise  Aconracy,  Fidelity  and  Dispatch  in  the  important  Dotiea  of 
that  office  induce  us  to  return  our  Thanks  to  your  EzoeUenoy  mi 
the  honorable  Council  for  the  judicious  appointment  which  haahen 
made. 

We  are  with  the  highest  Respect,  and  Esteem  for  your  Bzoelleiwf 
&  the  honorable  Council, 

Your  most  obedient  &  most  humble  servants.* 

15th  Nov.  1788. 

Charles  Swif^ 
Beoj.  Morgan,  Jun'r, 
Anthony  Morris, 
Jacob  B.  Howell, 
Bob.  Milligan, 
John  Hallowell, 
Peter  Z.  Lloyd, 
Moses  Levy, 
Jasper  Moylan, 
John  D.  Coxe, 
Direetedy 
His  Excellency,  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esquire,  President  of  CoonaiL 


Jona  D.  Sergeant^ 
Wm  Lewis, 
Jarod  IngersoU, 
Aloz'r  Wilcooksy 
Edw'd  Tilghman, 
W.  Bawle, 
Samson  I^icvy, 
Jno.  C.  Wells, 
Chas.  Heatly, 
John  Todd,  Jun'r. 


Thomas  Fitzsimons  to  P&es.  Mifflin,  1788. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  Resolution  entered  into  by  the  Gea'I 
assembly  and  to  inform  you  that  the  Committee  will  be  read/  to 
attend  to  the  business  when  Council  assign  a  time  for  that  purpoie 
— it  may  be  necessary  to  add,  that  it  seems  to  be  the  IntentioD  o^ 
the  House  to  close  the  present  session  tomorrow. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Sir,  Your  moat  h'ble  Servant 

THO.  FITZSIHONS.f 
Nov.  2lBt,  1788. 
Directed 

His  Excellency,  Tho.  Mifflin,  Esqr. 

*  Sec  Col.  Rcc,  Vol  XV.,  p.  596. 
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John  Lukenb,  S.  G.,  to  F&bsideni  MiFFLnr,  1788. 

Taeadaj,  2ih  Decbr.^  1788. 
it 

Yaeterday  I  received  an  order  from  Coancil,  directing  all  the  Is- 
nda  in  the  Alleghany  and  Ohio  Rivera  should  be  Burvejed  &  re- 
ined into  my  Office, — as  there  is  no  Deputy  Surveyor  appointed 
ir  doing  the  same,  I  would  with  submission  recommend  Mr.  Andrew 
llicott  for  that  Service  or  any  other  that  Council  may  have  to  do 
1  the  North  of  the  line  of  the  State  Settled  last  Summer. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  very  H'hle  Serv't 
Hreeted,  JNO.  LUKBNS^  Bsqr. 

His  Exoellenoy  Thomu  Mifflin,  Esqr,  Presid't. 


)&•  Benjamin  Bush  to  Council — Dickinson  Colleqb, 

1788. 

entlemen, 

From  the  present  deranged  state  of  public  affairs,  the  College  of 
arlisle  has  suffered  in  her  resources  in  common  with  the  other  public 
otitntions  of  the  state.  The  Council  of  Pennsylvania  have  for 
)Teral  half  years  past,  from  a  generous  concern  for  the  advance* 
lent  of  literature  in  the  western  country,  directed  the  treasurer  of 
le  state  to  issue  a  special  order  upon  the  treasurer  of  Cumberland 
oanty  to  pay*the.  interest  upon  the  funded  certificates  of  the  Col- 
ige.  In  the  name  of  the  trustees,  &  of  the  friends  of  the  College, 
beg  leave  to  solicit  a  repetition  of  the  same  favor,  &  have  the  honor 
»  be  Gentleman,  with  great  respect  your  most 

humble  Servant 

BBNJ.  RUSH.* 

Philadelphia,  4th  Decembr.^  1788. 
idorsed 

Bead  in  Council  same  day,  and  the  treasurer  directed  to  draw  the 
'rder  for  1  half  year's  Interest. 


IlouNCiL  TO  Richard  Butler  and  John  Gibson,  1788. 

entlemen. 

You  have  inclosed  an  Invoice  of  Goods  sent  you  to  purchase  the 
odian  Claims  to  the  Country  adjoining  Lake  Erie  and  the  Northern 
anc  of  Pennsylvania.   Some  of  the  articles  you  wanlo4  wctQ  i^^^i  ^A 

♦  See  Col  Rep.,  YoL  XV.,  p.  6ld. 
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be  bad;  in  the  room  of  them,  each  were  prooared,  as  in  the  opinion  of 
Council  would  best  answer  the  purpose  for  which  they  are  intended. 
In  transacting  this  business  Council  have  the  utmost  reliance  on 
your  doing  every  thing  in  your  power  for  the  interest  and  advantage 
of  the  State. 
Indorged—Deohr.  8th,  1788. 

Yr.  &C. 


PniLADELPHU  Company,  &c.,  to  a  Gommittes  of 
Council,  1788. 

To  the  Honorable  Committee  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Goanoil  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  appointed  for  the  special 
purpose  of  consideriDg  what  further  roads  may  be  necessary  to  be 
opened,  &c.,  in  said  Commonwealth. 

May  it  please  your  Honors, 

The  Subscribers  beg  leave  to  mention  to  you  the  propriety  of 
opening  a  Road  from  or  near  Leonard  Balliard's  House  in  Mahoa- 
ing  Valley,  about  71  miles  from  Philadelphia,  into  the  road  directed 
to  be  opened  by  an  Act  of  the  Honorable  the  Legislature,  passed 
the  29th  March,  1787,  which  leads  to  the  falb  of  the  Nesoopeek,  in 
the  River  Susquehanna.  The  advantages  attending  this  proposed 
Bead  would  be  very  considerable  to  the  Inhabitants  settled  in  the 
Counties  of  Northumberland  &  Luserne  in  partioular,  but  to  the 
State  in  General ;  many  of  whom  have  a  'circuitous  SLoat  of  two 
hundred  miles,  who  would  then  have  no  more  tban .  half  that  dis- 
tance to  bring  their  produce  to  this  Market,  which  undonbtedlj 
would  be  mutually  advantageous  to  the  City  and  several  of  the 
Counties.  The  said  Road  would  secure  to  a  respectable  part  of  the 
S;ate  the  advantages  of  the  Philadelphia  Market  with  considerable 
Convenience.  The  Distance  necessary  to  bo  opened  would  be  about 
18  or  20  miles,  &  at  present  the  views  of  the  Legislature  in  opeoing 
the  Noscopcck  Road  must  be  frustrated  unless  this  prayer  should  hi 
granted,  as  it  was  designed  to  have  been  carried  to  the  Water  Navi- 
gation of  the  River  Lohi,  but  as  the  Commissioner  who  was 
appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  said  Act,  had  it  then  not  in  his  power 
to  open  it  to  the  said  Communication,  the  Views  of  the  Legislature 
in  consequence  are  rendered  in  some  measure  abortive,  or  at  least 
are  not  attended  with  the  advantages  thereby  designed.  This 
addition  thereto  your  petitioners  humbly  conceive  would  perfect  tbe 
Intentions  which  the  Wisdom  of  the  honorable  Legislature  meant  to 
carry  into  Effect. 

We  take  the  Liberty  of  mentioning,  that  there  is  a  Compaoj 
established  in  this  place  nominated  **l7ie  PhUadclplUa  CompuJtj/ 


/br  prmmiii/^  Mannfachurp*  db  th§  uieM  ArU  in  the.  Taum  of 
Bmrmie  i^  ikk  SttaqiManna}*  The  Yfawt  <tf  wltiiAt  ite  to  pro- 
Alt  the  interooune  of  a  weijgbij  ptrt  of  the  State|  which  they 
npl-Will  ha  adiantagiBoua  thereto,  lutd  disadviiitageoiui  to  none. 
f%  tlier«ft>re  wisti  thmt  yoo  nill  so  te  ooinoide  with  thie  statemeat 
^  the  important  rabject  as  to  report  to  ConDcil  the  propriet]^  eif 
Mfa^ttiB  Boad/and  your  PetitioDen  as  in  4aly  booad  will 

flfgood  by  order  k  on  Behalf  of  the  aforeaidd  Ooiiipany,  by 

BBNriSr  SAY,  Pnjdd't 
jPhiladelphia,  Dqoember  4th,  1788, 


A11DK8W  Eluoott  to  Pbi8.  MmLor— Seis,  1788. 

Deoember  19th,  1788. 

S^f  appointed  to  ran  the  Line  between  the  western  boundary 
IIm  State  of  N.  Tork^  and  the  late  porchase  made  by  this  State 
E  Ooiigrese)  of  a  Tract  of  Country  lying  on  the  Soath  side  of  Lake 
rie^  Ishal  just  mention  some  difficulties  which  will  probaUy 
tad  the  execution  of  this  business^ — and  fim^  because  the  point 
uoh  limits  the  State  of  N.  York  to  the  Westward,  agreeably  to 
a  Masion  made  by  that  State,  and  the  State  of  Massachusetts  to 
Mneas  in  the  year  ,  lies  within  the  British  Settlements  on 

a  West  end  of  Lake  Ontario,  it  will  therefore  be  necessary  to 
lain  leave  from  the  Commandant  at  Niagara,  or  the  Oovemor  of 
laada  to  go  within  the  British  lines  to  commence  the  business. 
I  llua  will  be  a  matter  of  science  only,  and  cannot  possibly  inter- 
pa  with  either  their  Jurisdiction  or  Property,  w^  may  reasonably 
poot  that  a  proper  representation  made  by  Authority,  will  bs 
taded  with  success.  The  wcond  difficulty  will  be  with  the 
dia&a,  but  as  they  are  particularly  attached  to,  and  influenced  by 
•  Cola.  Butler  and  Brandt,  I  would  beg  leave  to  suggest  the  Idea 
obtaining  their  interest  by  some  means  or  other. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  Excellencies  Hbl.  Servt, 

AND.  ELLICOTT. 

Xf€Cw6wy 

Hia  Excellenoy  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esqr. 

dorsecf, 

JEUad  in  Council,  Dec.  19th,  Beferred  to  Y.  P.  GoL  Miles,  Col. 

nth,  GoL  Dennison,  Mr.  Cannon,  20th  Deor.,  1788.* 

•  See  Col  Bee.,  Y6L  XY.,  p.  eBl. 
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Insi&uoIions  to  James  DunwoodiB|  1788. 

Secretary's  Offioe, 

Philadelphia,  Deoemher  2701, 1788. 
Sir, 

You  are  to  proceed  on  Monday  next  with  the  letters  for  tin 
SherifFs  of  Washington,  Westmoreland,  Fayette,  Bedford,  Hunting 
ton,  Cumberland,  Franklin  and  Danpbine,  and  get  from  them  tbe 
returns  of  the  Elections  for  Electors,  and  bring  them  to  Gonncil  as 
soon  as  possible.  On  your  way  to  Fort  Pitt  try  to  inform  the 
Sheriffs  of  Cumberland,  Franklin  Bedford  and  Hantiogfoo,  thtt 
you  will  call  as  you  come  down  for  their  Returns,  and  fix  upon 
some  convenient  place  for  them  to  be  left  at. 

As  it  is  of  importance  the  returns  should  be  here  soon  after  the 
Election,  if  any  accident  happen  to  detain  you  on  the  Botd,  hire 
some  careful  person  to  perform  the  business  you  are  sent  upon,  and 
give  him  these  instructions. 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  very  humble  servant, 

CHAS.  BIDDLE,  Seo'y.* 
Directed 
Mr.  James  Dunwoodio. 


*  See  Col.  Ucc.,  Vol.  XV,,  p.  084. 


APPENDIX^  4782-1788. 

M  J^ter  books  i^i  H^rrisbarg — of  thoae  from  other  penoiu  than 
I'tfoanoir-^the  orifpnats  Bave  not  beeiT  diaooyered^  bat  thejjl|» 
Bgig^X^doaUfi^m  tbain>-|n  t^^Mttbooki,-     ^r;\^\^:,i*i     ii; 
Bk  l-to84xdal«to  Wyoming^    •-•  ..-.'•..-''i   ^  .i')v.i 

ir  II  '  ".  J  ,....■.,...■       ...     I  ,.  .:.,i«"J'jii   i  '.»'•' »     ijtl 

I     tfl-  '•:  :.'       ..    .fciiiti  Ji.         .      i     :        i  I  'H      ..W     >■•>       .'.id 

-.     ..       ',*■•!■     •:,:         .-i«i-»'i    ..•..*■}•'      •;  ..-.yj^t'^tui  ;;.»i.  ) 

.  No*  1*  •  ::  .;-iv'   tMi;  i 

Wm.  Bradpdkd,  Jr.,  w  Tiik.  Dickinson,  1782. 
'^To  tiis  Ekooflenbj  John  Diekinapni  Ssq.^  PrtBt^oj^  F|fpnpa^| 

Trenton,  Noyem.  18,  1782. 

Iff  ^  '    ■   • 

I  baye  the  honor  of  informiDg  yonr  Ezoellcncj  and  the  Council 
mi  the  last  of  the  CommissioDers  that  we  expected  arriyed  here  on 
ridaj  EyeniDg ;  as  the  Supreme  Court,  as  well  as  the  Legislature, 
nre  sitting  in  Trenton,  it  was  difficult  to  proyide  oonyenient 
tMunbeiB  for  the  CommissioDera,  and  ^ntil  this  morning  the 
nirt  was  not  eomnleatly  organised.  "The^  haye  adjourned  until 
-morrow  at  10  o  Clock,  at  which  time  we  apprehend  that  the 
gents  for  Connecticut  will  moye  that  the  Trial  be  postponed  until 
«  Settlers  (who  will  be  affected  by  the  Determination)  can  hayb 
ilioe.  This  strange  idea  seems  to  be  suggested  merely  Ibr' the 
ifjpose  of  Delay,  and  we  oonoeiye  will  not  be  adopted  by  the 
MTt  Under  this  Circumstanoo  it  is  impossibU  for  us  at  present 
imtf  when  the  Witnesses  will  be  wanted.  We  should  keipeyer'be 
dmMly  glad  if  the  original  Charter  and  the  Indiaii  Deeds  oobld 
» fbrwyded  with  all  dispatch  Some  eireumstanoed  [may]'  oeotfr 
at  will  render  it  necessary  for  us  to  be  armed  «t  aH  peints,  and 
I  My  as  little  as  possible  on  the  hopes  of  Indulgenoo;  * 
•We  shall  endeayor  to  apprisa  Couneil^tof  eyerymafterial  Trans- 
itioa  during  the  course  of  the  Trial ;  and  wo  hope  if  W4  ebUI  bb 
idqr  the  necessity  of  drawing  upon  the  Treasury  for  further  tua» 
1  dcfiray  the  Expenses  of  the  Commissioners  who  are  attenAng  th^ 
MkfOi  this  important  Oanse,  that  it  will  be  vsadj  to  bd  forwarded. 
he  Honour  of  the  State  seems  to  require  this. 
I  haye  the  honor  to  be 

Your  Excellency's  mo.  ob.  Sery., 

W.  BRADFORD,  Junb. 

[Letter  Book,  VoL  I.  p.  17.1 
*  SeeVoLX.  tor  other  pttpm  on  die'iMne  au\4Mi. 
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Sbo't  Matlack  to  BioHAftD  Fbtbrb,  1782. 

.  Fhilada..  Deoein'r  1, 1782. 

Sir, 

The  Prendent  and  Sapreme  Exeontive  Conneil  order  aa  io 
request  that  you  will,  on  Monday  or  Tuesday  nezti  ploasa  to  attwy 
the  Court  appointed  by  Congress  now  sitting  at  Trenton^  as  a  wit- 
ness on  the  part  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  cause  now  before  tk 
Court  between  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  and  Connectioat 
I  am  with  great  esteem  &  respect. 

Your  Most  Obed.  Servt, 

TIMOTHY  MATLACK,  Setfy. 
Hon.  Bichard  Peters,  Esqr. 

[Letter  Book,  Vol.  IL  p,  6.] 


No.  3. 

Council  to  Capt.  Thomas  Robinson,  1783. 

Council,  5th  May,  1783. 
Sir. 

Your  letter  of  the  14th  of  Maroh  was  reeeiyed  by  ConnciL  To 
your  report  of  Indian  Outrage  some  others  have  been  added,  so 
alarming  as  to  engage  the  most  early  and  serioas  attentioa  of  Ccnui- 
oil.  Among  other  steps  which  have  been  thought  neoesaafy  for  tin 
defence  of  the  Wyoming  settlement,  a  further  supply  of  ammiuii- 
tion  is  now  forwarded — it  consists  of  two  Boxes  of  Muakets^  Ci^ 
tridges  &  three  hundred  (800)  flints. 

As  one  expedient  to  quiet  that  restless  discontented  ipirit  whioh 
seems  still  to  exist  among  the  Connecticut  claimants,  Counoil  biTe 
thought  proper  to  send  you  a  few  additional  copies  of  the  late  pio- 
clamation  upon  that  eubject.  You  will  find  some  means  to  annsd 
them  a^NToad  among  the  people,  and,  as  far  as  your  influence  wul  fh 
to  second  their  operation  by  securing  Peace  and  promoting  Juatioi' 

I  am^  &e., 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG.! 
[Letter  Book,  Vol.  IL  p.  107.] 

♦  Sec  Col.  Boc,  Vol.  Xtll..  p.  442. 
\  Bee  \o\.  X.,  1^.  ^%. 


No.  4.       : 

MoknAiT  Abmbiboto  to  SioiuffAST  « 'OoMuij^  Wk' 

Ooitfttafji'i  Oflluo^        •' 

Philftdelphia,  April  14,- ITM. 
■ff "  ■    ■ 

iFrlkAfv  the  itd«t  of  Ooy&oll  to  •otnMloige  ilM  Booii^  df  jrottf 
Mwlo  PkMidMt  DiokiBMm  ^  ihe^fkh  itinmUfUaliff^mtdMall 
«  Aol  of  OoDgmts  direttibg  t  noliflaftaoa  of  the  ttop^sttoir  asttM 
»  ikefli  for  the  burtHtftiMi  of  *  i^nd  9«dind  Oo«H  vpott  tbo 
yjMiiBg  BndatfWy  and  th»  aaiigmpiotil  of  t  day  lot  tho|WfpoaeM 
iMurmg  the  lespeotiye  partiot  upm  tfift  Migoot 
-  -     lamyBir,         ' 

ivii(b  the  Ughtst  reepeot,  .'      ' 

your  most  obod.  and  bamb.  ier?t., 

JOHN  ABMSTBONO,  Janr., 

To  Charks  Thomson,  Soeretary  of  Oongveai. 

[Lettor  Bo(*,  Vol.  II.,  p.  «8  ] 


No.  5. 

Pbss.  DicEnmoH  to  DHLsains  In  Ookgrbss,  1784. 

Bo  His  Ezoellencj,  Thomas  Mifflhi,  ft^the  Hon.  Edward  Hand,  Esq. 

In  Cooticili 

Philadelphia,  April  14tb,  1784. 

MptMBSIf, 

Teoterdaj  we  reoeiyed  your  letter  of  the  second  instant,  with  the 
kol  of  Congress  of  the  19th  March ;  inclosed  are  the  resolutions  of 
he  General  Assembly  of  the  20th  Febmary  k  second  of  September, 
ltfif^^  of  dOth  of  last  January,  and  of  the  petition  of  Shejpherd  & 
idim.  ¥he  cause  of  the  Resolutions  of  the  2d  September  is  gene* 
pdhr  asrigned  in  the  preamble. 

!ll  appttred  la  the  Course  of  the  prooeedings  at  Wyoming,  when 
h$  irst  oommissionera  were  sent  np  agreeabty  to  the  Aesolutiona  of 
im  20tb  of  February,  that  that  thera  would  be  no  acoommodation 
ihh  the  Persons  actually  settled  there,  for  they  reprobated  the  Idea 
4  other  landa  bdng granted  to  thern^ wleeatha  jjiMfca^tiftu  ^i  a^ 
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large  number  of  the  persons  should  also  be  taken  into  connderation. 
In  one  of  their  addresses  to  the  Commissioners,  dated  the  Twenty 
third  of  April;  1783,  and  signed  by  John  Jenkin  in  behalf  of  hin- 
qdf  and  ib^  rest  of  the  settlen,' they  say  "  we  oannoti  as  we  «ra  joW 
tenantly  *^  with  a  much  greater  Body  of  joint  proprietors,  tlum  ■ 
here  without  their  joint  Oonsentgive  up  obir  chums  to  those  lands  ii 
"  diipnte." 

Thus  by  their  own  acknowledgment,  the  question  no  longer  »- 
lated  to  the  persons  desiffnated  by  the  Legbiatura  of  Conneetieat 
in  these  ezpreasionsi  <'  whose  suffering j  and  coDdition  under  Ptennsyl- 
yania  have  excited  Uie  commiseration  of  their  Friends^  but  to  all  tks 
elaims  that  might  be  made  by  that  <^  mnoh  greater  body  of  joiot 
proprietors/'  by  which  words  no  doubt,  were  meant  all  the  elaioM  of 
the  Susquehanna  and  Delaware  Companies. 

This  State  earnestly  desired  and  sincerely  endeavoured  to  make 
an  equitable  compromise  with  the  settlers  and  with  the  Families  of 
settlers  described  in  the  Acts  of  the  Legislature  of  ConnecticaL 
These  were  really  the  objects  of  the  '^  clemency''  of  this  Common- 
wealth. But  she  could  not  consent  to  surrender  a  valuable  Territory 
to  clsiims  inconsistent  with  Equity.  The  Oeneral  Assembly  adjourned 
on  the  first  of  this  month,  so  that  we  have  not  had  an  opportunity  of 
laying  before  them  the  circular  letter  of  that  date,  but  we  shall  en- 
deavour to  expedite  the  collection  of  the  public  Taxes. 
With  great  and  sincere  esteem, 
I  am,  Gentlemen, 

your  most  ob.  &  humb.  servt.. 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
[Letter  Book,  YoL  II.,  p.  84.] 


No.  6. 


Frbs.  Dickinson  to  Colonel  Jambs  Moore,  at  WTOMora 

1784. 

In  Council, 

April  the  20th,  1784. 

In  pursuance  of  the  inclosed  resolutions  of  the  General  AssemUy 
of  the  eleventh  &  twenty-fifth  of  March  last,  you  will  please  to  mike 
such  arrangement  that  the  Garrison  may  bo  entirely  withdrawn  frcB 
Wyoming  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  June  next,  the  OannoOi 
Arms,  &  military  stores  we  wish  to  have  deposited  at  Sunbnry,  in 
Bome  proper  place,  and  under  the  care  of  some  suitable  person.  It 
may  be  advisable  to  oonauU  iBteumi^oViuti  «sA'^m.^<^\K^^EflO(.t 


IB  this  sabjeet    An  exact  Retarn  shonld  bo  made  of  the  artiolee    ^ 
10  depontedy  and  tho  master  J&^Hb  should  be  completed.    The 
BUmoral  should  begin  so  early  that  tho  Troops  after  being  dis- 
iba^M^lnaV'iMdK  ibaHwfwAft^fbpef^^)^^ 
hst  daj  of  June,  to  which  time  thej  are  to  be  supplied  witK  rationsi 
lad  thenr  pay  to  be  oontinned. 

'»'-,''-     -Wllb  great -and  sincere  esteeaiy  ■!  v.-  -. 

y*  \*  *    •  I  haTS  the  honor  to  be  —     ■    •»     f  ■ 

,,:',"  .  yoor Qio.'ob^  hiim1>..8Mrtiy 

I.;;,  ;      JOHN  wciKiirsoN.  ' 

[Letter  Bookj  7eL  tL|  p.  86.]         , 


No.  7. 
tiiBUT.  SaMvsl  Rbed  to  Lieut.  Col.  Moobe,  1784. 

5r, 

Agreeably  to  your  Orders  I  marched  with  the  detachment  nndcr 
my  command  to  tho  neighborhood  of  Abraham's  plains.  Upon 
Bntering  that  settlement  (which  was'  ^fore  day  light)  I  found  two 
men  in  arms,  with  their  horses  saddled,  and  supposing  them  to  bo 
belonging  to  the  party  said  to  be  in  arms,  I  marched  them  under 
raard  in  order  to  prevent  as  far  as  possible  my  being  discovered. 
Shortly  after  I  pereeived  some  men  runninj^  to  the  mountaiQ,  with 
whom  I  exchanged  a  few  shots  without  receiving  any  damage. 

The  men  were  in  general  absent  with  their  arms^  and  from  Beporta 
I  had  reason  to  expect  opposition. 

I  proceeded  with  gnat'  oaotion  to  take  the  Locks  off  all  the  armH 
I  could  find,  until  I  joined  Capt.  Armstrong.  Our  numbers  win 
IhMi  iwpeotable,  wtuch  I  firmly  believe  was  the  only  Beaaon  that  prc- 
ffMHed  them  from  commencing  Hostilities.  1  must  refer  you  to 
Qspiain  Armstrong  for  further  intelligence. 
I  am,  with  muoh  esteem,  Sir^ 

your  obedt  servant, 

SAMUEL  REED, 
/'  Idcut.  P.  Inf. 

May  12, 1784. 
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No.  8. 

Caft.  J.  Armbtbonc^  to  Libut.  Col.  Moobx,  1784 

Sir, 

Agreeably  to  your  InstmotioDS,  I  proceeded  with  the  ptffj  under 
my  command  to  Abraham's  PlaiDS,  &  ftrom  thence  through  the  settle- 
mcDt  to  execute  my  orders.  I  found  the  men  generally  abaent  with 
their  armS|  and  had  frequent  Reports  they  were  assembled  on  the 
Hills,  and  that  they  intended  opposition.  I  was  shortly  after  joined 
by  the  party  commanded  by  Lieut.  Reed.  Our  formidable  oonjnne' 
tion  I  conceiye  to  be  the  Reason  why  we  were  not  attacked  by  tbe 
Connecticut  Settlers,  who  I  presume  were  perfectly  dispoaed  to  do 
us  every  injury. 

I  am,  Sir, 

your  obed.  servt., 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 
May  12, 1784. 

[Letter  Book  I.,  page  168.] 


No.  9. 
Col.  Jamks  Moork  to  Pres.  DicKmsoK,  1784. 

To  His  Ezcell'y,  John  Dickinson,  Esq. 

Fort  Dickinson,  May  16, 1784. 

Sir, 

In  consequence  of  rarious  Reports  corroborated  by  the  indoiri 
depositions  of  two  men,  that  a  number  of  Connecticut  Clainsstt 
were  in  arms  at  Abraham's  Plains,  six  miles  distant  from  the  GarriBOO) 
that  they  had  in  a  very  hostile  manner  surrounded  several  peaceable 
CitizcDB  who  were  purHuing  their  Industry  to  the  great  Teiror  of 
their  peraons.  And  that  numbers  from  the  other  settlements  were 
to  assemble  there  with  their  arms,  in  the  night,  which  the  Genertl 
Commotion  of  the  Connecticut  Faction  give  great  Reaaon  to 
suspect 

I  conceived  it  necessary  to  detach  Captain  Armstrong,  and  laeii- 
tenant  Reed,  each  with  a  detachment  of  fifteen  men  silently  in  tbe 
night,  to  guard  the  Roads  and  Ferries,  to  prevent  any  dangerooB 
combination  that  might  be  intended,  and  in  the  morning  to  proceed 
tbrougbt  the  settlemont  and  aecux^  vWXoOLa  ^1  %\l  «xma  they  oooid 


Hi^  iNrfB  Mte  ih^firif^  mild  bo  maSe  into  ibiir 
-iiMdb0riiHi4»«wol«f«nF|MMrtiao.id.>fvM    tiioir  puvj 

*mm  wM'  tlM  Biolm  kj,  wbiah  tM  imanfed  wm  Wing:  m 


iliiili)  AlttoMk  noteldllgelioe  oMdb  be  •btafaidl  bom:  <te 
iq^lMMi  |tfHfti,lhqr8bortl|ilkM'  bild  infotm^  thotmtiqm' 

Aii'oiiiti7'«tM^«riileipdlly  «rtNDbkd"to>lb6i  tMttoteia^^  aont 
lUiOM^whh  their  Wttii.  TMiiiibriliitiin4htfifiMd;itoa  irM»t^ 
M^nimbsd  Ihtoogh  tb#;ieldeMiil^  todegsto  tUir  OMlrMtaoiM); 
■IM  fttHbiinM  dfeoDvtrei^  inlMblBgl*  thb  BiU%  aMs  fMviibslii 
ma  ezebtDgedy  bol  at  so  great  a  distanoe  that  no  mj/axftttwkrdtmi^mi 
illifci  ■tiu.  Iteefu)miren«Krioni'lD«iln«Bii:cith«inflnt^^ 
HnMndntekhig  iaibe  Hilk  tbittbe^nBirirtitobCaMiliQBeeBMa* 
iMtentf#r  thoMimber  thai  wdrei»«nH<«d  WMmtbeTikfi;  «:  t 
'  4)m  ef  ^  furty  some  time  after  war  »lMie«  prmerMdlidi»i 
m»d  by  a  farCy  of  the  Rioteni  in  win.  He  wat  toldi  hf  hit 
Oap^flinfl  that  a  very  eooaiderable  party  waa  aaaeiiibled.  alftd  tfaati^ 
MRoaa  eooesqaeaoei  migbi  be  ekpeeted.  .. .  rit 

•  JPiBrmit  me  to  nfer  yoor  Bxoellitioy  to  the  iDoloaed:  Biporie/bf 
the  offieere  ordered  en  this  aervitey  for  ftirtbe^  ftifSramatioB  on  the. 
rabjcct.  I  am  happy  to  inform  yon,  tbafr  by  their  prodeneetbe  eSia*' 
rfon  of  Bloody  whioh  from  my  infMrtoation  i  maeh  dreaded  has  bttn 
iMppily  pieYente4. 

As  your  Ezoellenoy  and  Coancil  has  a  just  olaim  upon  me  lor: 
BTery  information  respecting  the  aitnalioiB  of  tUs  ooantay,  I  have 
made  it  my  Business  te  obtain  as  perfect  aa  aooonnt  of  the  late 
Bevolatlon  ^hat  took  plaoe  hero  as  was  possible  to  collect  from  the 
Domber  of  people  enpig^  in  executing. 

I  aatieipate  tbe  intention  of  the  Citizens  in.  laying  ihis  short 
letail  of  the  circumstances  and  mqtiies  that;  indaced  them  to  adopt 
fche  measure.  The  hostile  appearance  of  the  Connecti.  ut  Claimants 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Abraham's  Plains  already  mentioned,  their 
repeated  Threats,  and  the  frequent  Reports  of  the  support  that  was 
nmoted  from  their  state  filled  the  minds  of  the  Pennsylvania  Land- 
boiden  and  settlers  with  serious  apprehensions  of  being  forcibly  dis- 
possesaed,  if  not  belbre^  immediately  after-  the  dif^misaion  of  m^./corps. 

Their  alarming  situation  became  the  subject  of  serious  considera- 
ykPy  when  the  former  cruelties  of  those  people  occunred  .to- their 
minds.  .  ^.^ , ' 

They  found,  however  anxiously  they  wished  to  cultivate  that 
Cordiality  and  Friendship,  so  necessary  to  promote  the  ISMiikli  of 
aariefy,  there  wan  not  the  least  probability  of  its  anfansting  dorlDg 
lb  rilaj  of  those  faetbue  people  among  thom.  And  now  thU  Ihey) 
Mw  about  to  be  denied  thai  support  they  hnmbly  conceived  they  baft 
aelaim  to  from  Government,  until  the  eontroveray  waa to^l A»tet*r. 

J9* 
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tAking  metBiires  to  remore  the  more  daDgeroui  ptrt  of  the  eUnmiili 
out  of  the  country  or  bring  them  to  explicit  declarations  of  Ikcir 
Intentions.  This  determination  nnanimoosly  adopted  by  the  I^md* 
holders  and  settlers  under  the  Jurisdiction  of  this  state,  was  ibn' 
mediately  made  known  to  the  elaimants  under  Conneotieiil  with  an 
earnest  entreaty  that  they  should  ayail  themselves  of  the  time  (sosM 
days  being  allowed,)  given  them  to  remove  their  Families  aid 
property,  or  to  aeo^  to  sneh  measures,  as  would  fully  eoDTOSS 
them  of  their  atUohment  to  the  stote  and  its  Oitisens.  The  well: 
disposed  availed  themselves  of  this  notice,  and  either  removed  up  Iks 
Eiver  at  some  distanee,  or  made  such  ezplidt  deolaratioDS  of  tkeir 
intentions  to  adhere  to  the  interest  of  the  state  as  entitled  tliem  te 
every  Indnlgenee. 

A  number  of  those,  who  were  oonoemed  in  promoting  the  fiial 
Troubles  in  this  oountry  and  were  still  fanning  the  Embers  of  Goo* 
tontion  were  eonoeived  too  dangerous  to  be  permitted  to  remain.  And 
the  Landholders  and  settlers  were  compelled  to  adopt  the  measuei 
they  had  previously  conodived  necessary  to  promote  the  pesos  sad 
Tranquility  of  this  oountry  and  the  Happiness  of  the  state.  From 
the  numbers  of  people  who  has  lately  come  in,  they  eonoeive  them- 
selves adequate  to  the  Task.  The  Butanes  is  effected  and  from 
every  information  I  have  been  able  to  obtain,  their  conduct  hsi 
been  peculiarly  marked  with  the  highest  degree  of  Lenity. 

The  above  is  the  only  circumstance  I  have  been  able  to  collect, 
respectiDg  the  lato  Revolution,  which  I  conceive  my  duty  to  forwani 
to  Councnl. 

I  am,  with  much  Bespeot  and 

Esteem^  Tour  Excellency's 

most  obedient  and 

very  humble  servant, 

JAMES  MOORE. 
[Letter  Book,  Vol.  I.,  p.  170, 178.] 


No.  10. 

Mess.  Butbhs,  &c.,  to  Pres.  Dickinson,  1784. 

To  Tlis  Excellency  the  Pres.  &  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  tb® 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

Oentlemen, 

We  are  ezoeedingly  sorry  that  there  is  occasion  to  transmit  io 

Council  evidence  of  so  dissffreeable  a  nature,  as  they  will  ba 

fumiihod  with  by  the  inclosed  lettera  and  deposition ;  but  conceivioS 

it  to  be  of  tho  first  moment  to  Oovornment  and  being  called  on 

offioisi/y  for  tho  purpoaoi  it  Vyccomea  out  Vu!^\8^xaab\A  dutY*    (^P^^ 


Mr.  MoBtgoaieiyf^ljetter,  ire  find  the  deten  of  fiMte 
mlriBedi  iopported  bf  eerml  witoeaeee,  whom  we  have 
■TCfcllj  esiwiied.vpitt  (Mlh.twoof.wl^  laadUbreBl 

p«fi  of  the  eUteylmt  htppened'to  be'aodden^  tt  the 

tflietiirbimoeft'  elliided  to.;  We  tie  akofnitlberft  %  lorn  tf 
Ibr' thie'OTtnfleoQf'ooiidiiot  of  the  soldieirT.'  The.Qivil 
intiiiiidated  end  eonfined  noder  a  doee  Bilihurj  €iatra  for 
Mrfip||lha|ifoeeM,.of  the  Commonwealth.  The  Garrison  inetead 
if  aiding  the  CSYirAnthoritj  set  it  at  ficSunce^  and  placo  tbembalfcs 
ibove  the-I#wa.  lAwrenee  Mjenfrom  whom  two  letters  have  heen 
itawT^  V  the  Hif h  SheriiDr  imd  herewith  forwarded  b  the  sub- 
HMriff ;  the  bomplezion  of  those  letters  will  (Independent  of  anj  thing 
If)  enable  Goanoil  to  form  an  idea  how  far  the  CivH  Officers' tmn  aet 


u 


._^._  jeiBBci  in  their  eev^eal  dqmrtmenta,  to  embraee  tlie   earliest 
MMMWtuniii  of  laying  belbre  CobdcII  bugU  dreumstaDccs,  as  hayo 
te  ovir  knowledige^  in  orderi  thui  fa  tinji^ly  provt:^ioa  maj  1^ 
for  the  ii^nred  and  oppreesed  Oitiaene  in  thai  part  of  the  ataiSp 
^tl^e  d^itj  of  Qofemment  aapported  and  miuntMn. 
Te  remun  with  every  sendment  of 
r  Bespeet  and  Begard,  Yemr  mou 

obed.  &  rerf  hnmb.  eeBflB., 

JOHN  BDYBE8, 
FfiEDEBIOE  AKTESp 
CHRI8TUN  GBTnOy 
BOBBRT  MARTIN. 

Stum. — Council  receiving  the  above  information  as  eariy  a* 
Ue  being  a  matter  of  moment ;  we  thought  proper  to  employ 
press  for  the  parpoee,  hope  Council  will  approve  thereof  and 
be  necessary  directions  for  the  payment  of  his  demands. 

B. — Agreed  with  the  Express  for  H.  Doty  for  his  Expenses 
tonnds  by  Jdo.  Buyers, 
inry,  May  17,  1784. 

f Letter  Book,  Vol.  I.,  p.  168.] 
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No.  !!• 

FlEUBS.  DlOltlllBOir  TO  JOHBT  BtTTlBfli  &0.|  1?81. 

To  John  BnyerSi  Charles  Oittig,  Frederick  Antes  and  Boleit 

Martin,  Esqairea. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  Hay  22, 1784. 
Gefitlemen, 

We  have  this  day  received  your  letter  of  the  Seventeenth  Inatanti 
and  have  given  the  InteQigenoe  it  oontdna  the  eonddemtion  whidi 
lis  impgrtanoe  demands. 

It  appeared  to  ns  adviseable  to  confer  with  Mr.  Bryan,  the  only 
Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  at  this  time  in  town  upon  the  subject 
On  mis  Conference  it  was  our  joint  opinion,  that  the  steps  proper  to 
be  taken  would  be  that  the  Hiagistratcs  and  Sheriff  of  the  C^ustj 
should  ezerdse  the  authority  vested  in  them  by  Law  for  preserving 
the  peace,  and  apprehending,  committing,  and  punishing  those  who 
break  the  same. 

The  other  Jadges  of  the  Supreme  Court  are  now  on  the  circuit 
and  will  be  at  Sunbury,  we  expect  the  Beginning  of  the  week  after 
next. 

We  have  written  to  them,  deBiring  them,  when  they  shall  he 
thcro,  to  make  the  due  enquiries  thereupon,  and  direct  the  most 
effectual  legal  measures  to  be  pursued  for  restoring  and  preserving 
the  peace  of  the  County.  We  have  sometime  ago  oniered  the 
Oarrison  at  Wyoming  to  be  discharged  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
next  month. 

I  am  Gentlemen,  Your,  &o., 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
[Letter  Book,  Vol.  II.,  p.  98.] 


No.  12. 


Pbes.  Diokinbobt  to  MAaisTRATis  AT  Ain)  NBAB  Wtobung, 

1784. 

To  the   Magistrates  at  and  near  Wyoming,  in  Northumberland 
County. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  May  22d,  1784. 
Gentlemen, 

We  have  this  day  received  a  letter  from  Messrs.  Buyers,  Octtigf 
Antes  and  Martin,  of  your  County,  compluning  of  great  distarb* 
anccs  at  Wyoming.* 

*  See  Co\.  Hec.^NoVTLVlM^.  "VV^* 
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The  magistntefl  near  that  place  ought  to  haye  given  ns  intelli- 
gence of  these  proceedings,  and  wo  How  enjoin  yon  to  make  evorj 
exertion  in  joor  power  for  restoring  the  peace  of  the  County,  and 
fbr  piMrring  the  same,  any  neglect  on  this  head,  will  not  only  be  a 
fnilure  in  the  Duty  you  owe  to  the  state  but  will  most  certainly  be 
attended  by  conBequenoes,  that  will  too  plainly  evince  the  extreme 
Imprudence  of  such  conduct 

I  am^  Qentlemen)  Tour 

mo.  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
[Letter  Book|  YoL  IL)  p.  69.] 


No.  18. 

P&ESIDXNT    DiGKINfiON    TO   JUBOXS  OV    SunUClfX  COUB!^,  1784. 

To  the  Hon.  the  Chief  Justice,  Mr.  Justice  Atlee,  &  Mr.  Justice 
Rush. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  May  22, 1784. 
Gentlemen, 

We  have  this  day  received  a  letter  from  Messrs.  Buyers,  Getting, 
Antes,  &  Martin,  of  Northumberland  County,  informing  us  of  a  very 
alarming  disturbance  of  the  peace,  which  may  be  attended  with  un- 
happy consequences  if  prudent  stepe  are  not  immediately  taken  for 
preventing  further  miscnief. 

As  you,  Gentlemen,  will  be  at  Suobury,  we  understand,  the  week 
after  next,  we  desire  that  you  will  make  use  of  the  opportunity  of 
being  there,  to  make  all  duo  inquiries,  and  thereupon  to  direct  the 
most  effectual  legal  measures  to  be  pursued  for  restoring  and  preserv- 
ing the  peace  of  the  County. 

With  very  great  esteem, 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

your  mo.  obed.  &  mo.  humb.  serv., 
^  '  JOHN  DICKINSON. 

[Letter  Book,  Vol.  II.,  p.  96.] 
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No.  14. 
Pkeb.  Biokinbon  to  Judges  ov  thx  Supbxmx  Ck>iiBT|  ITtL 

To  the  Honble.  the  Judges  of  the  Sapreme  Gourt^  at  Sanbinj. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  26th  May,  1784. 
Gentlemen, 

Last  Saturday  we  wrote  to  you  conceminff  the  Distarhanoes  in  Noftt- 
umberland  Co.  We  have  since  received  information  from  CoIomI 
Moore  and  Captain  Armstrong,  by  which  it  is  confirmed  thatthoM 
disturbances  have  been  occasioned  by  the  fears  &  jealoasies  ento^ 
tained  on  account  of  interfering  claims  of  persons  under  PenosylTaoii 
Rights  and  of  Connecticut  setters.  We  have  written  to  Col.  Mooit, 
informing  him  that  we  had  desired  you  to  make  all  due  enqniriei) 
and  thereupon  to  direct  the  most  effectual  legal  measures  to  be  jmo^ 
sued  for  restoring  and  preserving  the  Peace  of  the  County,  and  it 
have  required  him  to  give  notice  to  the  persons  concerned,  that  thej 
or  some  of  them  may  attend  at  Sunbury  on  this  business. 

We  rely  much  upon  your  prudence  in  advising  such  prooeedingi 
as  will  have  the  most  happy  tendency  to  promote  the  pahlio  teas* 
quility. 

We  inclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Minister  of  France  to 
the  President,  of  the  20th  instant.  That  letter  contains  alnoit 
all  the  circumstances  that  are  material.  M.  de  Marbois  is  not  onlj 
Consul  General  of  France,  but  also  Secretary  of  the  Legation  froa 
that  Kingdom.  The  offender  has  been  in  this  State,  we  beliefei 
about  eight  or  nine  months,  and  not  more,  and  is  marrieid  to  a  womiB 
who  owns  some  houses  in  this  City. 

He  has  been  arrested  on  a  Warrant  issued  by  Mr.  Justice  Biyts, 
a  copy  of  which  is  enclosed,  and  has  been  bailed  by  him  upon  a  le- 
cognizance  of  one  thousand  Pounds  by  himself,  and  of  five  hundred 
pounds  by  each  of  two  Freeholders.  The  Minister  of  France  and 
the  United  Netherlands  interest  themselves  in  this  affair  in  the  most 
earnest  manner.  The  consequences  are  likely  to  be  extremely  seri- 
ous ;  but  whatever  they  may  be,  however  ardently  disposed  we  are 
to  manifest  our  Reverence  for  the  Rights  of  Nations,  and  our  grate- 
ful veneration  for  his  most  Christian  Majesty,  we  cannot  assent  to 
any  measures  but  what  are  justifiable  by  the  Law  of  our  Country. 

We  therefore  desire  as  soon  as  possible  your  opinions  on  these 
two  questions.  First,  whether  under  all  the  circumstances  of  this 
case,  we  can  now  legally  seize  the  offender  and  imprison  him  until 
his  Trial,  or  for  a  shorter  period.  Secondly,  whether  under  all  the 
circumstances  of  this  case,  we  can  legally  deliver  him  to  the  Minister 
of  France,  according  to  the  claim  made  by  him  ? 

You,  Gentlemen,  will  perceive  that  the  determination  of  these 
questions  will  turn  particularly  oix  \.Vie«i  V«q  ^^\ivU^  that  the  laws  of 
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Nations  arc  part  of  our  Commoo  Law,  and  that  we  aro  vested  with 
the  Suprema  Bzeoafcive  authority  of  the  State.     We  inelose  some 
obatmiioiia  on  the  Babjeol  by  Mr.  Wilson.    We  derive  that  joa 
viU  AkTor  with  yoor  anawor  by  Ezpreia  with  $31  poiribla  deepetoL 
I  $m,  with  great  Eateeniy  Sir^ 

jour  meet  obed.  and  bamble  eerranii 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
[Letter  Book,  Vol.  IX.,  p.  lOS.] 


Na  15. 

PUSIDXIIT  DiOKINBON  TO  GOLONIL  JaMSS  MoOU,  1784. 

Philadelphia,  May  25, 1784. 
In  Connolly 
Sir, 

We  baye  reeeived  yonr  despatohea  by  Captain  Armstrong.  The 
Honorable  the  Chief  Justice,  Mr.  Justice'  Atlee,  and  Mr.  Justice 
Rush,  will  be  at  Sunbury  the  81st  of  this  month,  &  we  haye  desired 
them  <<  to  use  the  opportunity  of  being  there  to  make  all  due  en- 
quiries, &  thereupon  to  direct  the  most  effectual  legal  measures  to  be 
pursued  for  restoring  and  preserving  the  peace  of  the  County.''  Wo 
therefore  would  have  you  to  give  notice  of  these  circumstances  to  the 
Persons  concerned  in  the  late  disturbances  at  Wyoming,  so  that  they 
or  some  of  them  may  attend  at  the  time  and  pkce  before  mentioned, 
to  give  all  proper  information  to  the  Judges.  We  have  advanced 
ton  pounds  to  Captain  Armstrong  upon  your  request,  for  which  you 
are  to  be  accountable. 

I  am,  with  great,  regard,  Sir, 

your  most  o^.  humble  servant, 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
[Letter  Book,  VoL  IL,  p.  104.] 


No.  16. 
Judges  of  Supreme  Court  to  President  Dickinson,  1784. 
To  John  Dickinson,  Esquire,  President. 

Phikda.,July3, 1784. 

Sir,  .      , 

In  our  letter  to  your  Ezccllency  from  Reading,  we  mentioned 
generally  what  had  been  done  respecting  the  unhappy  transactions 
at  Wyoming  in  May  last.     As  several  matters  have  ocqxxti^^  ^wi^^ 
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in  the  Ooiaiity  of  Nofthumberland,  aad  from  yoor  dODOcnm  manifcitel 
on  this  oeounoDi  we  conclude  thtt  jon  may  wish  to  have  more  nv- 
tienlar  tnformttioii  aboni  this  r^  disagreetble  BnaneM,  we  beg 
leave  to,  trouble  jon  and  the  Oonneil  with  the  ipefnmi  of  the  bwndlt 
of  papers  herewith  banded  to  yon^  numbered  from  1  to  2I4 

In  addition,  we  would  mention  that  Lieutenant  Col.  James  Moore 
has  ottered  into  a  Beoognizanoe  with  good  bail  before  the  Chief 
Justice,  to  answet  to  the  Indiotment  foend  agMnst  him  and  44 
others  for  a  Riot  and  false  imprisonmeot  of  divers  Inhabitants  at 
.  '\7yoming,  in  the  County  of  Northumberland.  For  the  Case  all  the 
rest  of  the  persons  indicted  for  the  same  offence,  as  well  as  thoiS 
indicted  for  the  rescue  from  the  under  sheriff,  we  haYo  instmeted 
David  Mead,  Esq.,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace,  &o.y  residing  at 
Wyoming,  to  taJce  the  reoegnisanoes  from  them  severaUy  ia  lie 
hundred  pounds,  with  at  least  one  ffood  surety  in  Two  hundred  and 
fifty  pounds,  to  appear  and  answer,  &c.,  at  the  next  Court  of  Oyer  k 
Terminer  and  General  Oaol  delivery,  to  be  held  at  Sunhnry,  for  the 
County  of  Northumberland.  We  have  reason  to  believe  tluit  moM, 
if  not  all  the  parties  will  eomply  with  this  measnre,  and  that  Peaoe 
and  Tranquility  may  be  restored  to  that  part  of  the  Stale. 

As  Judges,  we  cannot  determine  who  have  been  the  fint  or  the 
greatest  aggressors  in  this  Extraordinary  violation  of  order  and  good 
Government  until  after  the  Trial,  but  we  conceive  it  will  be  neoeffary 
to  bo  very  attentive  to  the  conduct  of  the  people  in  this  part  of  the 
State  for  some  time,  and  we  bog  leave  to  assure  you  that  nothing 
shall  be  wanting  on  our  part  to  protect  the  innocent  and  obedieDt, 
and  to  discountenance  the  Refractory,  and  to  punish  the  Transgres- 
sors of  the  Laws.  We  embrace  this  opportunity  to  inform  yoor  Bx- 
oellency  that  agreeable  to  the  Reference  of  the  Council  of  Marylaiid 
to  seud  Henry  Carberry  to  the  sheriff  of  this  city  and  oounty,  and 
we  should  defray  the  Expeuce :  and  told  him  that  this  Request  was 
grounded  on  the  lost  clause  in  the  fourth  Article  of  the  Confederation 
of  the  United  States,  and  was  the  practice  in  this  and  some  of  the 
neighbouring  States  in  such  oases ;  but  to  this  we  have  received  no 
answer. 

We  profess  ourselves  to  be, 

with  every  mark  of  esteem.  Sir, 

your  Excellency's  and  the  Council's 

most  obedient  humble  servantsi 

THOS.  McKEAN, 
JACOB  RUSH. 
[Letter  Book,  Vol.  I.,  p.  205-6.] 


vm.       4ii 


No.  IT. 


.     .  1784. 

i    .  T#  Hi9  XsttUefii^^  John  Biokinioo,  Baq. 

H»^v#  Uie Skmor  of  iafomiDg ton  TtxmJknqruBd^tte 0mi9r 
iMf^Mr  Belm  fiKin  Anmtpolia,  wmi«(  we  attended  en  it^^fi^pJH 
K^ltainMNiveilih  as  agenta  and  t  ooBaeibia  19  >iie  0oiit8DYfffp0y 
■iKli^  Ihe  yrivale  ri^t  of  «»!  within  tiiiaSMe^iaMrfa^.ti^^ 
iHofv  Maaemad  to  the  United  Statta  In  CoiigNaa  aaa^hJK.bjr 
knloii  Bntler,  and  others.  ..  ^. 

Sailj  in  the  morning  of  the  28th  i^t,  (the  daj  appoutecl  by 
ingress  for  the  appearanoe  of  the  parties  in  that  sniQ  we  afrived 
iJinapolis,  and  ware  informed  that  the  Committee  <tf  Oe  States 
«w  to  meet  thai  day  at  11  o'eloek  Ar  M.  Mr.  Wilson  being  a 
ItfAt  to  Congress  from  this  State,  as  well  as  Aflent  in  that  oanse, 
was  thoii|;ht  most  sdyiseahle  that  he  should  take  his  seat  in  the 
aautee  in  the  ttoom  of  Geneiml  Hand,  who  had  before  repre- 
liad  the  Commonwealth  there^and  at  the  same  time  Mr.  Bradford 
Ola  a  letter  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hardj,'  Chairman  of  that  Body,  noti- 
'mg  him  of  the  authority  which  was  yested  in  him,  and  offering  to 
pear  in  support  of  the  GAntces  daiming  under  Pennsylyania, 
SB^tly  to  utp  Resolution  of  Conmss  of  the  23d  of  January  last. 
da  letter,  a  copy  of  which  is  inclosed,  was  deliyered  agreeably  to 
.A^Ureaas,  but  there  beiDg  no  more  than  six  States  repceeented, 
aSeud  answer  oould  be  returned.  We  continued  at  Annapolis 
U  day,  and  finding  that  no  Agents  on  the  part  of  Zobulon  Butler 
elders  had  arriyM,  nor  eyen  a  Delegate  or  OounMllor  from  the 
ibi  of  Connecticut,  and  being  of  opinion  that  all  the  proeeedlnM 
yds  cause  were  discontinued,  and  that  nothing  further  conki  be 
ne  without  another  application  to  Congress  and  new;  notice  to  the 
itiea  interested,  we  couceived  it  to  be  our  duty  to  return  to  Penn« 
Ifsnia  and  make  these  communications  to  your  Szeellentay  and  the 
onoirable  Supreme  Executive  Couocil. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  the  greatest  respect, 

your  Excellency's  most  obed.  serysnts, 
JAMES  WILSON. 
WM.  BRADFORD,  Jun'r. 
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No.  18. 
Wm.  Bradford,  Jr.,  to  Hok.  Samuxi;  Hardt,  OHAiEMAir  or 

THE  COMMITTICE  OF  THE  STATES,   1784. 

Annapolui  Jane  28, 1784. 
Sir,. 

Being  tppointed  an  Agent  and  Coungellor  in  the  Controveraj  con- 
oerning  the  private  Right  of  soil  to  Lands  within  the  State  of  Peffli- 
sylvania,  and  in  rapport  of  the  grants  held  under  that  GomiBoa- 
wealth,  1  have  the  honor  to  inform  yon  of  my  arrival  in  this  eity, 
and  that  1  am  now  ready  to  appear  before  the  Honorable  Body  n 
which  yon  preside,  agreeably  to  the  Requisitions  of  the  United  States 
ID  Congress  assembledy  expressed  in  their  Act  of  the  twenty  thiid 
of  January  last. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
with  sentiments  of  the  most  perfect  respect  Sir, 

your  most  obed.  and  very  humble  servant, 

WM.  BRADFORD.  Jon. 
[Letter  Book,  Vol.  L,  p.  208.] 


No.  19. 
Secretart  Armstrong  to  Robert  Trail,  Esq.,  1781. 

Philad'a,  October  1, 1784. 
Sir, 

It  is  the  sense  of  Council  that  the  utmost  vigilance  be  exerted  m 
securiug  the  remaining  part  of  the  prisoners  in  Eoston  G«oI  as  theie 
is  some  reason  to  believe  that  some  early  attempt  will  be  made  to 
rescue  them  from  their  present  situation.  To  e£fect  this  it  is 
thought  absolutely  necessary,  that  none  but  people  whom  you  know 
and  can  trust  be  permitted  to  communicate  with  them  on  any  pie- 
tence  whatever. 

I  am  Sir  with  Respect 

Tour  obedient  &  very  humble  servant, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG,  Jr. 
[Letter  Book,  Vol.  XL,  p.  135.] 


Pba.  TMaasmn  to  BBictuynE  Qoeiul  AskAmiicu  I7A1.! 

II-.  .      ■  ■  ■  ■   -    ■  ^         .      TT  » 

InGonnoili 
;:  P]iikdelpIiia;$of«m1>erl6,1784; 

^;:"  -  ■  ■■•  •  ■ 

We  J^  bttfim  tbe  Oenenl  AHemUy  the  dii^tbbeii  IMtj  tmnh 
liilai  to  «i  firom  WYoming;  and  eipeet  fhortly  to  sMd  jo«  Anther 
~  m,  feapeotiDg  the  ooteMiirea  to  M  obeerred  tot  Mtodttg  the 
» ef  Nf»thiiDDeriii&d  Ooontj. 
I  en  with  high  eeteem 

BiTi  your  most  obccBe&t 

&  moit  knfflUe  ifnMi^ 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
[Letter  Book,  Vol.  IL^  p.  140.] 


Na21. 
QoY.  OF  GomnBoncuT  xo  Pass.  DioKiNflONi  1784. 

To  His  Kxeellenoy  the  President  of  the  State  of  PeimsylvuinL 

Lyme;  December  20^  1784. 
Br, 

t  have  the  Honor  to  inclose  to  yoof  Ezeellenoy  a  Besolve  of  the 
kii^  Assembly  of  tbe  state  of  Connecticut  upon  the  memorial  of 
'bha  Franklin  k  other  settlers,  Inhabitants  and  'Claimants  of 
Brtain  lands  at  &  near  Wyoming,  upon  the  Biver  Susquehanna: 
i  which  YOU  will  observe  I  am  requested  to  address  Congress  and 
Ce  etste  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  subject  of  their  memorial 

We  do  highly  approve  of  the  Justice  and  Humanitv  ofjont  state 
Mbfsirds  the  widows  and  orphans  of  those  who  have  £iUen  m  the  late 
rsr  ft  cannot  but  hope  and  trust  those  eminent  virtues  will  yet  be 
ttdered  as  oonspieuous  towards  others  equally  meritorious,  who 
ate  survived,  altho  they  now  complain  loudly  of  a  Contrary 
leatment 

Toa  win  not  think  it  strange,  Sir,  who  are  acquainted  with  the 
sdfaigs  of  human  nature  that  the  Calamities  and  sufferings  of  the 
etders  at  Wyoming  and  parts  adjacent  should  excite  the  compassion 
nd  even  the  Besentment  of  their  friends  and  brethereh  in  otbet 
arts :  nor  that  the  state  of  Connecticut  under  wlioae  Co\scii\«^»x^KA 
ad  title  iJbMMUKb  ipwv  iadaoed  to^bdoome  Adv«ikU»ontV^.  Vix^te^ 
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of  the  Indians,  the  native  Right  of  Soil,  to  dispose  of  their  proper^ 
here,  and  remove  into  that  Wilderness  Country,  should  feel  hemelf 
interested  in  the  Calamities  and  distresses  of  those  poc^Ia  ibI 
endeavour  in  a  legal  and  Constitutional  method  to  obtun  for  them  a 
Redress  of  their  Grievances;  especially  as  they  were  enoooraged 
from  hence,  after  the  opinion  given  at  Trenton  however  nnexpected 
and  surprizing  to  ns,  to  submit  to  the  Jurisdiction  of  Pennsylvaniii 
pnt  themselves  under  the  protection  of  your  Government  and  ta 
have  confidence  in  the  justice  and  Humanity  of  your  state,  for  t 
Confirmation  of  their  just  Rights  and  possessions ;  and  as  the  set- 
tlers say  they  were  at  first  greatly  flattered  in  their  Hope  and  Confi- 
dence by  the  measures  adopted  by  Government ;  but  to  their  gnU 
Mortification  all  those  flattering  rrospects  are  vanbhed,  and  eveiy 
measure  which  appeared  favourable  to  them  hath  been  perverted  bj 
their  Enemies,  to  seduce,  disarm,  ruin,  and  distress  them,  which  they 
have  endured  without  being  able  to  obtain  any  Relief  from  your 
Government  of  Pennsylvania — ^That  their  sufferings  are  rendered 
intolerable  and  their  case  become  desperate.  This  State  from  their 
confidence  in  the  humanity  of  yours,  admitted  these  complaints  with 
Caution  and  Reluctance,  until  the  Justice  of  them  was  confirmed  by 
repeated  Testimonies  to  be  such ;  that  your  own  Censors  from 
principles  of  great  impartiality  and  justice,  were  induc€d  to  remark 
with  much  severity  on  these  measures  of  your  state  which  have  been 
the  occasion  of  them. 

Every  state  is  answerable  in  some  Respects  for  the  Conduct  of  its 
Citizens,  and  whether  the  sufferings  of  the  settlers  at  Wyomine  have 
been  with  or  without  tho  privity  of  your  Government  or  whether 
they  are,  what  Government  cannot  or  will  not  prevent  or  redress  is 
equally  the  same  to  the  sufferers. 

The  Rights  of  Citizens  are  sacred  and  of  those  the  most  iDipo^ 
tant  is,  that  they  be  not  deprived  of  their  lives,  their  liberties  or 
their  properties  but  by  the  judgment  of  their  Peers  and  the  lavs  of 
the  Land. 

Those  Settlers  [are]  undoubtedly  entitled  to  the  Rights  of  Citiseni 
and  have  the  feelings  of  free  men  who  may  be  easilv  led  with  reasoD, 
but  hardly  driven  by  oppression.  Any  violation  of  the  Righta  in  these 
points,  infringes  the  general  Rights  of  all  and  is  there  not  dangery 
that  this  may  induce  others  to  make  a  common  oause  of  their  abuse. 

As  this  state  never  meant,  so  I  am  well  assured  they  never  will, 
in  any  unconstitutional  way  oppose  the  sentence  passed  at  TrentoDi 
between  this  state  and  Pennsylvania,  nor  will  they  do  any  thiog 
that  shall  be  a  just  cause  of  interrupting  the  peace  and  Harmony  ol 
the  Union ;  yet  as  a  member  of  the  Empire  they  ought  to  endeavoc 
to  preserve  and  maintain  those  constitutional  Rights  which  are  com- 
mon to  all  citizens. 

Those  settlers  have  purchased  those  lands  under  the  Countenance 
and  Title  of  Connecticut,  from  t\i^  huUnq  v^o^rietors  for  just  and 
valuable  considerations,  l^ej  Yi^Ne  «ft\,\\^wi\\>\i^Xi\iYWi^^m^^^ 


iadoied  and  olMred  th«m  i^iid  fcr.'m»7  jmn  bvf*  dfffaiMl#d>  Ihttn 
Miiiat.tiif:CoD4moii  li9ifiipjii«adb6ffl^a.iMMt.iB»pfVt«tt  BiRWdf 
Mutnoe  to  the  ulterior  coaninr  against  the  San^gee.  Oaghk.  ik^ 
thpjp^^lMgr  mm  ii|«U.  thej  be  deprifB^  oC  ,|bfllf  Mepi«rly  Md  pe«»a- 
lim  bj  a  milituy  force,  withoat  Trial,  and  while  their  oaoM  m 
iil,A#  depeodiag  be&re  theOongren  of  thiB  United  8tatea{  Hn- 
iilf  ml  not  permit  na  to  view  with  indi8er9Dee  even  the  anffMS 
,  of  aa  eaeiQj  nnoh  leas  with  a  Friend  and  oeighbonri  iteoemtes 
kmd  the  reach  of  homan  laws  to  restcaini  when  exeibd  pj  Boal 
Jecla  of  dtsLres& 

What  I  b»Yo  to  request  in  behelf  of  these  setUeiESy  and  whai  this 
ptate  expects  from  the  Jj^stioe  and  Kamanity  of  joor  state  m  Abat 
|hey  be  restored  to  their  rightfal  properties  and  possssaionsj  of  wbieh 
ikej  hftTn  b<:Gii  fivoiMy  deprived  withflnt  «  ijQ04^IMil.f«dibe 
pillowed  to  enjoy  the  Rights  of  Oitiswns.. 
Wbother  their  elaims  will  erentnaUy  be  judged  to  be  w!ell  er  iH 
anded  is  Dot  so  mnoh  to  the  present  qnestioiDy  so  long  as  tiiey  hate 
i^m  of  right  which  they  insist  to  have  tried  in  a  legsl  maaner. 
ftiitoly  it  u  a  point  of  liigh  importanoe  and  .of  general  eonoeniy 
[bmi  they  ha  not  deprived  of  their  Bights  and  claims  withoat  a  Ipgal 
so^  eoDstitutioDal  ^frial  and  deoisioa.  i 

JL  am  with  Esteen^  and  respect 

Your  Bxoellencys  mosst 

obedient  hnmble  servant^* 

MATTHBW  GBIS WOLD. 
[XiStter  Book,  Vol.  I.^  page  288.] 


No.  22 


Hon.  Hugh  Williamson  to  Fkes  DiCRiitrsoN^  1785. 

His  Excellency  John  Dickinsoni  Esq.,  Pres. 

New  York,  Jany.  14th,  1785. 
'  Teeterday  Gongresa  received  a  letter  from  the  Oovemor  of  ihe 
ISMi  €lt  Gonnecticnt,  dated  the  24th  December,  1784,'t'  inclosing  a 
Besolve  of  the  General  assembly  of  that  State  upon  tiie  memorisl  of 
John  Franklin  &  others,^  settlers  &  claimants  of  Lands,  &c.,  to  which 
the  right  of  jurisdiction  was  lately  in  contest  between  the  States  of 
Conneeticut  and  Pennsvlvania. 

The  memoralists  bnng  complaints  against  the  Executive  of  the 
Citiaetia  of  PennsylTsnia  which  are  sufficiently  pointed  &  bitter  of 

*  See  one  dated  24th,  to  Pies,  of  Congress,  No.  24,  p.  461. 
t  See  it,  postea.    No.  24. 
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which  I  shall  not  troable  yon  \nth  a  copy,  as  the  paper  ia  pretty 
long,  and  yon  may  already  have  recei?ed  snoh  copy  from  Govenor 
Griawold. 

The  act  of  Aasembly  transmitted  to  Congress  is  in  the  following 
words. 

''  Resolved  by  this  Assembly  that  it  is  expedient  for  the  memo- 
^  raliste  to  pursae  their  application  to  the  congress  of  the  United 
**  States,  for  a  trial  of  their  right  of  soil  and  possession  agreeably  to 
''  the  ninth  of  the  articles  of  confederation  and  that  this  state  will 
''  countenance  &  patronize  them  in  such  application  and  tria]|  in 
^'  order  to  obtain  for  them  that  Jostice  this  state  apprehends  the 
^  memoralists  are  entitled  to,  and  the  delegates  from  this  state 
''  in  Congress  are  directed  to  give  them  all  necessary  assistance  in 
^  the  premises,  and  his  Excellency  the  Governor  is  requested  to 
'^  address  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  on  the  sabjeot  of  thdr 
**  situation  and  sufferings  and  also  address  a  full  state  of  their  ehumi 
^'&c.y  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  remonstrating  agunst  the 
*^  Barbarities  and  cruelties  exercised  towards  the  memoralists  and 
*^  request  a  Eedress  of  their  greviences  and  a  restoration  of  their 
'^  Rights,  properties  and  possessions  under  the  protection  of  the 
"  Laws  and  Government  of  said  State  of  Pennsylvania." 

Tlio  Ictttcr  from  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Connectient  and 
the  inclosed  papers,  arc  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House 
wliicli  is  to  sit  on  Tuesday  the  twenty  fourth  instant. 

If  there  baJ  been  any  member  present  from  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, it  would  bavo  been  their  duty  to  inform  your  Excellency  of 
tlie  Train  in  which  this  unpleasing  but  very  serious  business  is  placed, 
and  they  would  doubtless,  in  a  more  clear  and  pointed  manner  than 
I  have  been  able  to  do  it,  have  justified  the  State  in  shewing  that 
her  late  conduct  on  this  very  head  is  a  full  proof  that  she  is  bj 
on  means  inattentive  to  the  cries  of  those  who  complain,  g 

As  you  may  probably  wish  to  be  represented  in  Congress  when 
the  Letter  and  other  papers  from  Connecticut  are  to  be  considered, 
or  may  at  least  wish  that  Congress  be  fully  informed  of  the  late  as 
well  as  the  former  proceedings  of  the  Executive  and  Legislative  of 
Pennsylvania  respecting  those  Susquehanna  claimants,  I  have  taken 
the  liberty  of  giving  you  the  above  information  as  I  cannot  oease  to 
feel  myself  interested  in  the  Peace  and  Reputation  of  a  State  whiob 
gave  mo  Birth. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  the  utmost  Regard,  Sir^ 
Your  most  obedient, 

&  very  humble  servant^ 

HUGH  WILLIAMSON.* 

[Letter  Book,  Vol.  L,  p.  287.] 

*  See  Pros.  Dickinson's    anBiJW  Uj  VXjab,  \xiNj^,,  '5L.,'^.  ^QT,  where  the 
writer's  name  is  miBprinted  WilUunu. 


.'■■■•■  ■'■  ■  No.28.      ■  ■■■■''■ 

Horn  Joseph  Oaexihu  to  Pu&  DioKimav/ 17^^   .. 

To  Hia  Excellency  John  i)i(^iivK)n  tiw^/Kefl.         '     *'  ' 

New  York,  Jaajf.  19.  il8S.  ' 

?Bir,  '      ■  .  :■..;.; 

^  Herewitli  I  bave  tlie  Honor  fo  enclose  tojoor  STeeBeaij  k  oop^ 
of  three  papers  presoDtcd  bj  tbe  Delegaten  of  Gontaeodctit  in  Cdo- 
Wrcs  tending  to  revive  tho  old  diapute  between  the  twp  HWieti  1 
m^  not  arrive  liere  till  yesterday  aAemponi  oonBeqnentlj  bid  ii  njo^ 
||q  my  power  to  traosmtt;  copies  euf^lier^  it  will  be  itnposdbb  fo^r 
iPoaucil  to  forward  such  pipers  &  infbnnation  upon  tbit  subject  ImI- 
fore  tbo  day  it  ia  ordered  for  oonsidmition  In  s  committee  dT  tbb 
Wbole  wluch  you  will  obsenrd  bj  tbe  indorsement^  but  snppjDsell 
irill  not  be  attended  with  diffiomtj  to  get  it  pdMponed  until  tbe 
pspers  can  be  received.  I  bope  your  &celleney  and  tbe  CounoU 
Vul  Bee  tbe  nceessity  of  forwarding  all  the  information  in  your  power 
Wpon  this  subject  eiacc  tbe  decree  of  Trenton  as  soon  as  possible. 
Bfr.  Hcfirv  h  Bot^et  Arrived — should  be  not  have  left  Phiuidel^i$ 
Oposeil  will  ha?e  it  in  their  power  to  avul  themselves  of  giving  bim 
miy  verbal  information,  ana  of  a  safe  conveyance  by  him. 
I  have  tbe  Honor  to  be, 

Your  Excellency's  and.  Oounoirsi 
very  humble  serveant, 

JOSEPH  OARDNER. 


No.  24. 

GOYUtKOE  OV  GONNJBOIICUT  TO  CONaRRSB,  1784. 

Lyme^  December  2  J,  1784. 
Sr, 

\i  have  tbe  honof  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  a  Resolve  of  fhe 
Oinerml  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Connecticut  upon  the  memorial  of 
J  An  Franklin  and  others,'*'  settlers  and  claimants  of  lands  at  Wyd- 
iaintt  and  parts  adjacent  on  the  River  Susquehannai  to  which  the 
Bigot  of  jurisdiction  was  lately  in  contest  between  the  States  of 
Connecticut  and  Pennsylvania.  It  is  not  for  me,  and  indeed,  it 
would  be  improper  to  give  any  opinion  with  Respect  to  the  merits 
of  their  claim  in  the  stage  of  it  while  depending  before  your  Honors. 
But  this  much  is  evident,  that  they  ground  their  Title  upon  a  pur- 
ohaae  made  from  the  Indians.  The  native  proprietors  of  the  lands 
many  years  ago  under  the  jurisdiction  and  countenance  of  the  oototty 
isrConneetioiit  in  virtue  of  their  charter  from  King  Cbarleia  the 
seeond  near  Twenty  years  prior  to  the  patent  ma&  to  William 
Penn  which  scarcely  left  room  for  a  doubt  eonoeYuiug  iWt  T\\\ft^ 
and  ill, this  confidence  wbjeb  was  suj)ported  and  eu^UTas^V^>^3L\^ 

»  WVoL  X,  p.  e81-684. 
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state,  then  colony,  then  assertias  their  Right  to  the  said  Territory, 
in  parsuance  of  advice  from  the  ablest  Ooancil  in  England  aod 
actualiy  extending  and  exercising  Jurisdiction  over  it  for  many 
years — the  settlers  parted  with  their  property  here  and  removed 
with  their  families  into  that  country,  then  a  wilderness,  where  tbey 
have  at  vast  Expense  built  themselves  houses,  and  extended  their 
improvements-buffered  every  imaginable  hardship,  and  braved 
innumerable  dangers,  have  been  an  important  barrier  to  the  interior 
country,  and  in  other  ways  rendered  most  essential  services  to  these 
states  in  the  late  bloody  contest  with  Great  Britain.  To  depriit 
them  of  their  properties  and  the  fruits  of  their  labors  without  a 
hearing  or  Trial  in  consequence  of  the  decree  of  Trenton  would  be 
unprecedented  and  injurious  when  that  court  specially  saved  to  then 
the  Right  of  having  a  trial  on  the  merits  of  their  Title  notwith- 
standing their  det^^rmination  between  the  States. 

Congress  have  been  pleasedi,  upon  their  application  to  aasign  a 
day  for  the  appearance  of  the  parties,  for  the  purpose  of  consti- 
tuting a  court  agreeable  to  the  ninth  article  of  confederation  which 
day  happened  as  I  am  informed  in  the  recess  of  GongresSi  and  ths 
Committee  of  the  states,  and  so  nothing  further  was  done. 

The  unhappy  distressed  situation  of  the  clairaers,  the  illiberal  and 
irapolitio,  I  might  have  said  cruel  and  barbarous  treatments  they 
complain  to  have  received  from  the  state  and  people  of  Pennsylvania 
must  excite  the  oompasssion  and  Justice  of  every  human  breast  and 
are  fresh  and  cogent  Reasons  for  bringing  this  unhappy  controversy 
to  a  constitutional  and  speedy  decision,  and  that  they  should  be  re- 
stored to  their  Rights,  properties  and  Possessions  of  which  they 
have  been  forcibly  [deprived]  and  that  even  while  their  suit  has  been 
depending  in  Congress,  and  that  all  proceedings  against  them  be  pro- 
hibited until  their  claim  shall  be  finally  determined.  These  claimers 
most  assuredly  are  freemen  and  citizens  and  without  regarding  their 
merits  and  sufferings,  intitled  to  have  their  claims  tried  in  a  legal 
and  constitutional  manner,  all  which  is  submitted  to  the  wisdom  aod 
Justice  of  Congress,  not  doubtine  but  such  constitutional  measures 
will  be  adopted  and  pursued  as  shall  be  necessary  for  the  promotioD 
of  Justice  and  for  the  relief  of  the  oppressed  and  for  the  preservation 
of  Peace  and  Ilarmony. 

I  have  the  Ilonor  to  be, 

with  great  Est^sem  and  Regard, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient^ 
humble  servant, 

MATTHEW  GRISWOLD.* 
Directedy 

riis  Excellency,  The  President  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States;  copy  by  Joseph  Gardner. 

[Letter  Book,  Vol.  I.  p.  295—207.] 

*  3ce  one  of  same  date  fromYim  \Q\^t««  l^X^Yiyvm^^^  -^fj^  447. 
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■•■.■.■     No.  26.-        ' 

iv&cttuei^  Joar  Gabdvsb  xo  Pkv.  DzoxnnwVy  1786. 

'ij- .'   .  .  .  ■. 

->i  Xb  kii  KnaUeatj  Joba  DkUiMoii,  Siq. 
^';  New  YorkjJtay.JT,  1786. 

■t     ^  ■•'.'... 

'"4fe>  Honiy  inifod  hef6  iart  jVtndsjr,  tftsniooDi'  md  lirooglit 
ifMi  hian  eopiaiof  tbe  prooeedmp  of  the  ChyraniiDent  of  P^onsyl- 
ti^h,  idatfog  to  the  W joming  dtapiite  nnee  the  deoroe  %i  TkbhIoii 
bM  ilio  Toot  Btodleaqr's  letter. 

'^Hb  •nhril  wu  Very  Bea^oDable.  The  next  cUj  hBring  been  sp- 
prfttled  fmr  deJifttiiiff  it  io  Committee  of  the  whole  HooM.  But  m 
MiHier  of  «  tenia  pooribly  in  so  ihorta  time  he^ftiUy  poesewed  of 
the  history  of  the  ftots  we  got  it  postponed  and  hope  thatit-wUI  not 
be  leriTod  at  an  early  day. 

Yonr  Exeellenqy^s, 

very  humble  SeryantS| 

WILLIAM  HENRY, 
JOS.  GARDNER. 
[Letter  Book;  Vol.  L  p.  801.] 


No.  26. 
James  Wilson  to  P&bs.  Dickinson,  1785. 

To  His  Excell'y,  John  Dickinson,  Esq. 

New  York,  FeVy  26th,  1785, 
Sir,  ~ 

The  Controversy  respecting  the  settlements  at  Wyoming  depends 
before  Conmss  in  a^  very  disadvantageons  state  of  snspence.  I 
think  that  both  the  Interest  and  the  Honor  of  Pennsylvania  re- 
qniie,  that  a  speedy  and  explicit  decision  should  be  had  upon  the 
eomplaints  and  repretentationa  which  have  been  made  against  her. 
As  fiur  as  I  oan  learn  those  who  style  themselves  Claimants  under 
the  state  of  Oonneoticut  have  not  appointed  or  instructed  any 
nsfsoD  to  advocate  or  support  their  pretensions ;  and  no  attempts 
have  been  lately  made  to  bring  them  forward.  While  matters  con- 
tinue in  this  undetermined  situaUon,  those  people  may  flatter 
themselves  and  represent  to  others,  that  the  eomplaints  laid  before 
Congress  stand  uncontradicted,  and  that  there  may  still  be  a  favor 
mble  adjudication  upon  them.  It  is  easy  to  forsee  what  a  pernioiooa 
eiwt  ffonh  sentiments  will  have  upon  the  settlemenla  Vsl  iW  ^gaa^  ^1 
the  eoQDtry.  J^lor  tbete  Bmmm§^I  b^ laaTt  to  «|;{M»  wj  ^^vdas^ 
Vol,  XL'^20 
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that  no  time  shoald  be  lost  by  the  state  in  instrnctinff  its  Delegates 
to  press  Congress  for  a  decision  on  the  oompkints  and  the  memorial 
now  before  them.  In  some  conversations  I  have  had  with  OoTemor 
Cliuton,  the  aotoal  mnning  and  marking  the  line  between  Femml- 
vania  and  New  York  has  appeared  to  us  to  be  a  measure  of  modi 
importance  to  both  sides,  and  whioh  in  the  present  Junotiare  may  be 
easily  accomplished.  His  £zoellenoy  has  recommended  the  measoTB 
to  the  Legislature  of  this  state ;  and  a  Bill  for  the  purpoae  iui 
already  passed  the  Senate ;  There  is  no  doubt  but  it  will  be  vned 
to  by  the  Assembly  and  become  a  Law.  It  is  of  mauh  GoiMa- 
quence,  that  a  similar  Law  be  made  by  the  Legislature  of  Penairl- 
vania  during  the  present  session,  so  that  the  OommifiBioiiera  under 
both  states  may  be  able  to  prooeed  on  the  Business  in  the  spring. 
This  would  have  a  happy  effect  in  convincing  people  on  the  ^ot, 
that  all  the  Land  in  thai  country  belongs  either  to  Pennsylvania  or 
New  York. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  Exoellenoy's  most 

obedient  and  very 

humble  servant) 

JAMES  WILSON. 


No..  27. 

David  Mead  to  Pres.  Dickinson,  1786. 

To  Uis  Excellency,  The  Prcs.  &  Sap.  Exec.  Counoil. 

Wyoming,  July  6th,  1785. 
Gentlemen, 

The  most  deplorable  situation  of  this  part  of  the  state  once  more 
induces  mo  to  address  you  on  the  subject.  I  dread  to  think  of  an 
idea  of  the  want  of  energy  in  Pennsylvania  so  great  and  repotaUe  t 
state,  to  permit  all  manner  of  disorder  so  long  to  be  oontinaed, 
without  supporting  their  Laws.  For  my  part  I  oonsidor  myself  » 
member  of  the  Society  and  that  I  have  a  right  to  claim  your  proteo- 
tion  as  such — my  life  is  now  evety  minute  in  danger  and  has  been 
for  some  time ',  my  property  is  much  of  it  taken  from  me  by  viobBoe, 
and  the  remainder  every  minute  at  stake.  I  have  claimed  the 
protection  of  government  as  yet  in  vain.  I  have  taken  proeetf 
though  to  no  purpose.  The  Sheriff  neither  will  nor  can  do  hu  dn^j 
but  acts  the  part  of  a  villain. 

That  instead  of  being  able  to  exeeute  my  office,  I  am  obliged  to 
Ireep  a  number  of  arm^  men  axQundi  liOQiiX*  tgl^  Vk»aae  for  its  protcc- 


is^jiisxi*VANi^  j^umyjia.  xim 


is  too  nraoh  for  me  to  oewr.  A  aotongpai  Btpt  waa  oommittod 
yflotorday  bj  about  a  dom  man,  aturiy  &o.|  wben  I  oallad  on 
Japjipfiatihiyif  ifajera  to  take  aid  and  apprebend  tbe  offnideni 
who  appeared  and  yitde  a  fiiiqt  attampl  wUkoot  aocoeasi  the  disorder 
ooDtinaed — this  day  while  I  am  writiDg,  aboat  twenty  armed  men 
■n  now  before  my  Door  mowltitf  nfymeadowi  removing  my  fenoesi 
Ao.,  keeping  ap  the  Indian  yelT;  Sly  hands  beat  and  abosed  with 
■uny  stripes  before  they  eonid  esoape.  A  Qeneral  meeting  of  the 
.lakaliitlMrtS'lfwi  held  on  Saturday  last,  when  it  was  Res^Ted  1^ 
ihpm^  witl^oQt  ojse  dia^euting  voios,  that  the  Laws  pf  Penqsylvapin 
4Mi  tool  be  submitted  to,  that  myself  and  the  other  fewinh^itiiiitii 
whojof  a|iy  way  attaohed  to  the  state  to  be  expelled;  'Some  infor- 
matiott  of  whicn  I  have  with  diffionlty  obtained  and  transmitted  to 
the  honon^Uo  Obief  Jpstioe. 

My  Harvest  hsy  ipid  Orains  of  every  soiit  I  expect  will  be 
destroyed^  though  my  posseasions  are  al}  legally  obtained  in  the  year 
1788.  Considerable  part  relinauished  in  the  most  formal  manner, 
and  lAsds  granted  in  Lieu  by  the  State.  Hy  dog  shot  down  at  the 
door,  just  while  I  oonolude  this  Letter.  I  write  in  hastSj  while  { 
remain  wish  every  sentiment  of  Respect, 

Your  humble  servant^  . 

DATD)  MEAD* 
[Letter  B.  Yoi  I.,  p.  886.] 


No.  28. 

Batid  Hsad  to  Pbxs.  Diokiwbov,  1785. 

To  Bis  Excell'y,  the  Free.  &  the  Sup.  Exee.  G. 

Wyoming,  July  7, 1786. 
fSentlemeni 

I  nok  now  obliged  to  beg  the  immediate  interposition  of  Govern- 
'l|^rai  for.  mj  relief.  I  am  now  besiMjed  by  those  desperate  viUiunSy 
Srifli  th^  cMinon  drawn  up,  &c.  I  have  only  four  men  besides  my 
own  fiiAiJiv^tho'  all  brave  and  determined  not  Co  &1L  a  saorifce  in 
their  hands  while  we  have  life.  Therefore  in  expectation  of  your 
immediMo  selibf  we  have  spirit  to  act  on  the  defensive  order,  until 
tfcnt  nniiys^  or  we  lose  our  lives.  My  other  dog  was  shot  last  nighty 
sftet  Ae  other  E!Q>rees  left  this.    I'  am  in  luiste.    You  ^\^«sa  \a 

*a0eV4a.X,g,48^  (whw^lt tsf^Mred «o «sdiAftaL b^.^ 
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ezRmine  tbo  Express,  and  reimbnrse  him  his  Ezpenoes.     I  add  no 
more  at  present^  while  I  remain  with  every  sentiment  of  respect, 
Your  mnoh  distressed  & 

obedient  humble  servant, 

DAVID  MEAD .♦ 
[Letter  B.,  Vol.  I.,  p.  337  ] 


No.  29. 

Delegates  in  Gonqress  to  Pbes.  Diokinsok,  1785. 

To  His  Excellency  the  President  &  the  Honorable  Supreme  Execu- 
tive Council. 

New  York,  Deccm.  81, 1785. 
Sir, 

We  think  it  our  duty  to  communicate  to  your  Excellency  &  the 
Honorable  Council  the  intelligence  we  have  this  day  received  from 
his  Excellency,  Governor  Clinton,  which  is. 

That  he  has  been  informed  of  undoubted  authority,  that  a  large 
quantitv  of  powder  and  lead  has  lately  been  purchased  and  lodged 
at  Fisbkiln  with  a  view  of  transporting  it  to  the  Susquehanna. 

That  the  quantity  vastly  exceeds  what  is  necessary  for  the  peace- 
able and  ordinary  consumption  of  the  country,  and  that  there  re- 
mains no  doubt  of  its  being  intended  during  the  course  of  this 
winter  to  be  transported  to  Wyoming.  The  Governor  is  not  at 
liberty  to  give  us  the  name  of  this  informants,  but  assures  us  we 
may  depend  upon  the  tr^th  of  his  information,  and,  added — had  we 
not  been  here  as  Representatives  of  the  state,  he  should  have 
thought  it  his  duty  to  have  given  Your  Excellency  the  above  infor- 
mation. 

We  have  not  yet  been  favoured  with  the  act  passed  by  onr 
Assembly  respecting  the  settlers  at  Wyoming,  but  doubt  not  of  the 
wisdom  and  propriety  of  it. 

We  wish  only  to  suggest  the  necessity  of  the  state  being  well 
informed  with  respect  to  the  views  of  these  deluded  people,  and 
suggest  the  propriety  of  Council  directing  us  to  employ  a  proper 
person  or  persons,  to  watch  the  movements  of  these  storesi  and  gife 
the  earliest  intelligence  thereof  to  Government. 

We  shall  carefully  attend   to  your  Excellency  and  Councirs 
directions  on  this  and  every  other  business,  you  may  see  proper  to 
charge  us  with,  and  are  with  the  greatest  respect  and  esteem^ 
Your  Excellency's  most  obedient 

and  very  humble  servants, 

JOHN  BAYARD, 
CHARLES  PETTIT.t 
[Letter  Book,  Vol.  I.,  p.  365.] 

*  SeeYo\.X.,p.4^^. 

f  See  anawOT,  Jauuwrj^^V^^^-   l^^^V.W^* 


\  No,;80.  .:...:   :.  ,  ..i.o..; 

'^vrnmar  IboKiifBOif  so  Djomaxib  n  (k>NQU8%.nMC 
S^  the Bo«mUa  John  Bfjud ^iShitivi  P«M^  Bi^Bdiwk.    i 
lAGonaoilf 

T«v  bttar  0f  ftho  thirty  fifit  at  ])e^ 
mftvdftj  tMung— it  wa9  this  moffliag  .laid  teftkre  (thft  Bowlb  MmI 
I  have  BOW  to  Niqiwl  thalyQii  niU  he  {riMied  $(^  ^fa  iM^jjIm  Air 
Va*lH«8  Aa  iUKVi^ii  o^the  aUm  tJ^ropgh  theSMi^.af  Nw7o^ 
•nd  the  JeaamjBf  and  for  their  evontnal  aeiioro  in  this  Statf^  '«p  yjof^ 
mU^im^  tmck  ttmik  iiilvniatioii.  p»inajhe  leneiv^. think  «|oot 
pH|Mr^  We:rilOQldW:<mri»rth||i(o.tP^  i9pe  meaanfieaftvoiLff 
eating,  the'  UUar  fart  of'  thia  dgeo^  oooU  we  hay^  aaowtajned  witji 
nnj  mme  .<of  praoiaion  the  time  or  plaoe  ,6f  tl^  arriyal  in  thip 
fitntCb  Enk  aa  hoth  are  rendered  .90  .eztremdj  nnoertain  fron^  the 
Tariona  roatea  Bj  which'  they  niaj  be  moyed;  and  other  oircnmata^r 
oea,  wa  have  npon  the  whole  thought  it  moat  proper  to  ooq^t  the 
Bnaineaa  entirely  to  you. 

Anr  Eznence  which  may  be  inooired  in  thia  Buainesaj  will  be 
immediaMy  diaoharged  npen  the  leeaipt  of  yOor  order. 

Yon  will  be  good  enough  to  make  oar  aoknowledgmenta  to  Oover- 
nor  Clinton  for  thia  early  infarmatlo(i  which  ha  was  pleased  to  give 
npon  thia  aabjeot,  and  to  accept  oar  thanks  for  the  readineaa  with 
which  yon  undertake  to  execute  the  o;^ers  of  Council  npon  it 
I  am;  Gentlemen, 

with  the  highest  regacdi 

your  obedietti  &  Tcry  humble  seryant^ 
OHAiaiB&  BIDBLfil,  Yiqa  ?z«Bid't.« 

[Letter  Book,  Vd.  II.,  p.  188.] 


No.  81. 
SxGBSTA&T  ABMSoisoifo  TO  Alesambsb:  FATnEMW,  1786. 

To  Alexander  Pttttenm,  Esq; ' 

Secretary s  Office, 

PhihMla.,Jan'yl2, 1786. 
Sir, 

Council  has  received  advice  that  the  Connectidut  Claimants  at 
Wyoming  have  now  in  store  at  Fisbkill,  in  the  State  of  New  Y^tk^ 
a  large  quanti^  of  military  stoTes,  which, hie ^i^mitfA,  licks^  m?»s^ 
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to  convey  is  early  as  possible  to  the  SusquehaDoa,  in  proseeutioo  of 
their  absurd  and  iniquitous  system  of  opposition  to  the  laws  of  this 
Gommouwealth.  Under  these  oiitnimstanoes,  Council  has  thought 
proper  to  authorize  you  to  take  such  steps  for  seizing  these  stores  in 
their  progress  through  Northampton  County  as  your  own  pmdenoe 
and  knowledge  of  the  country  may  suggest  I  need  soaroely  observe 
that  the  most  profound  secrecy  will  be  necessary  to  the  suooess  of 
this  desigOi  and  that  if  from  tM  Tsriety  of  routes  by  which  they  may 
be  carried,  the  communication  of  it  to  some  second  person  sboiiM 
become  unavcndable,  you  will  make  ohoiee  of  one  in  whose  secfecw 
end  understanding  you  can  nnHelj  confide.  When  seised;  jva  wiH 
take  measures  for  canying  them  to  Baetoiii  or  some  other  pises  of 
security,  where  they  inll  xemain  subject  to  the  ftiturs  direwou  ef 
this  Board. 

In  ezeoutiBg  this  Trust  it  may  be  necessary  {09  you  to  ^bngi 
the  assistance  of  some  few  hands  at  a  moderate  dulv  pay.  Tea 
must  take  care  that  they  be  aki  few  in  number  as  may  be  aonsistait 
with  the  nature  of  the  Bumness.  This  and  such  other  ezpenoe  ss 
will  attend  it,  shall  be  discharged  on  your  presenting  an  aeoounl  ef 
them. 

I  am;  Sir, 

your  obedient  humble  serrant, 

JOHN  ABMSTBONa,  Jonr.,* 

Sec'y. 
[Letter  Book^  Vol.  U.;  p.  189.] 


No.  82. 
BxoBSTAftY  BiBDM  TO  Jamxs  Boss,  1787. 

In  Council, 

Phikdelphia,  October  5th,  1787. 
Sir, 

Council  have  ordered  that  fifty  stand  of  arms  belonging  to  tbe 
State  be  delivered  by  yon  to  Mr.  Hol]enbaok.t 
I  am.  Sir, 

your  obedient,  humble  servant^ 

CHAfiLES  BIDDLE, 

y.  President. 
Iridoraedf 

1787,  October  6th,  To  the  Lieutenant  of  the  County  of  Laness- 
ter,  James  Boss. 

*  See  pages  460, 467. 

f  See  Col.  Reo.,  'VoV  XV.»  p.»^»wAv\Vi^\3iMu 


*Nfo.  BB* 
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>  ZeWon  Batkri  lieateouii  of  Lwwmi  Oionij. 


Sksrstabt  Bibblb  ih>  D.  bxintfity— Wt^bong — 1787. 
In  Council,  Fhikdelphia,  October  Sth,  1787. 

•  send  joa  several  letters  leceived  this  day  from  Lmeme — hj 
I  letters  yon  will  perceive  that  Hamilton  and  Benton  have  been 
^erery  thing  in  their  power  to  disturb,  thoneao^  of  this  Govern- 

•  tte  Insvgents  appear.to  repent  of  ^elr  ra4i.prbo^iil^i— - 
wer,  to  ieep  peiee  in  that  County,  WQ  think  it  vim  be  necessa^ 
nd  «  few  mijitia,  to  be  stationed  at  Tioga  and  Wilksbarre.  If 
hyVernment  of  New  York  would  send  a  few  men  to  Newtown, 
t  with  those  we  send  to  Tiogit,  it  would  preserve  the  peace  of 
SUtes.  After  you  bare  perused  the  letlera  we  fMod  yo«,  and 
i'  them  to  the  Gov.  of  N.  T.;  you  irill  plesse  lo  iend  thmk 

•  1  ilm,  Sir, 

your  obediout  and  very  humble  servant, 

CH ABLBS  BIDDLi;,  Y.  R 

«4  ■      / 

pdmble  David  Rediok|  Esquke,  meimber.  of  the  GouAcil  of 

lylvania,  at  Now  York. 

tLelter  Book,  Yol.  II.,  p.  206.] 

\^iS9e  <hl  n^.^  tot:  XV.,  p.  SM^-^^nd-^  .lM%t  oittL  .^        A 
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No.  35. 

PeBS.  F&ANKLIHy  to  DsLXGATES  in  CONGRBSSy  1787. 

In  Gouncili  Philadelphia  Ootober  20th,  1787. 
Gentlemeiii 

Your  letter  of  the  18th  ia  leoeiyed,  containiog  the  pleasiDg  intelli- 
sence  of  the  apprehending  of  Hamilton  with  hia  papera.  Tbe 
Gouneil  are  eztremly  aenaihle  of  Qoyemor  Clinton'a  very  neighlorlj 
and  friendly  oondaot  on  thia  ooeaaioni  and  deaire  yon  wonid  exmm 
thdr  thanka  to  hia  Exoellenoy  in  the  strongeat  terma,  and  they  uave 
entirely  to  his  judgment  the  expedience  of  admitting  the  miaoBer 
to  Bail,  only  wishing  that  if  he  is  permitted  to  go  back  to  HndsoDi 
aome  measures  may  be  taken  there  to  watoh  and  intercept  hia  future 
oorrespondenee,  and  that  we  may  aa  soon  as  convenient  be  faToared 
with  copies  of  such  parts  of  the  past  as  you  may  think  of  importance. 
I  am  with  sincere, 
and  great  Esteem^ 

Oentlemen,  your  most  obedient, 

and  most  humble  servant, 

BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN. 
Hon.  Arthur  St.  Clair^  William  Irwine^  &  John  Annatrong."^ 
[Letter  Book,  Vol.  U.  p.  208.] 


No.  86. 


V.  P.  Muhlenberg  to  Stephbw  Balliet,  Esq.,  ato 
Major  William  Armstrong,  1788, 

In  Council,  Phih.  June,t  1788. 
Gentlmen, 

The  General  Assembly  by  their  Resolution  of  the  27th  of  Marcli 
last  having  directed  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  in  the  following 
words  to  wit : 

State  of  Pennsylvania,  In  General  Assembly, 

Tuesday  March  27th,  1788,  A.  M. 
On  motion  of  M.  McLene  seconded  by  Mr.  Kennedy,  Resolved, 
'That  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  be  and  tbey  are  hereby  autho* 
riacd  and  directed,  to  advise  and  take  the  most  proper  and  eflfeetoal 

♦   See  Col.  Rec.,  V.  XV.,  p.  800. 

f  DAte  not  filled  up,  but  probably  12th  op  18th.  See  Col.  Rec.,  VoL  XV., 
p.  465,  472.  Also  260,  and  Z^  ot  ot  Vlkna^  ^V  iiVvm  i^  v^^ttion  of  this  with- 
out the  law  is  printed.    Tbey  wcto  a,^^VD\^  ^nnx&Ms^^DkKt^  >\%.^  \<\h^ 


rtt  MBftdD  (li0xioaBtI^«&dfiiU^irftti4)  pM)^ 
t»r  land  fiMM«dirttblnilMTIomi^pttor  S^ 
^l^lllra*M«L  FMitofro^VorlliiBQnkiidyftatiiAi^ 

Bedford  tnd  Proridfliioe  in  the  Ooantj  or  Lnzenie  andb'fliMSKHivAj 
Ptaimlfanui  ownenii  and  refoci  ta  .this  H^fm  ai  tb^if  next  tittbg 
that  the  Honae  m^j  (the  hotter)  be  enab.Iei'to.^ende  npcm  theoom- 
penaation  to  bc(  made  to  thein/,'  And  Obiinm!  oOnaidering  it  thdr 
datT  to  emjitiib  dkHi  the  toeamires  contained  in  the  said  raw- 
lodMbytta'appolntment  of  the  two  diaereet  persona  whoae  bnai- 
IMH  it  aboiild  bo  to  view  the  LandaoomprehendM  therein,  and  nuike 
a  tme  report,  th^  berehj  doihiiiiBaiMiited  7«1  .for  those  porpoaea 
lemieating  yon  wonld  proceed  without  delay  to  the  ooanty  of  Lnienie 
and  oonaolt  Heaara  Montgoqie^ .  and  Oray  depnty  aorveyora  of 
thatOoonty,  who  are  instructed  to  aaaiat  yon  with  all  drafta  and 
anrfttya  and  any  nsefnl  informatioa  or  advice  in  their  power;  Ool. 
Piekering  alao  Uie  clerk  of  the  Oottrt  of  Seasions  will  fnmiah  yoa 
with  deacriptiona  of  the  Townships,  comprehended  in  the  resolution 
of  the  Honaa  of  Aaa^mbly.-^In  full  ezpeeti^lioa  thai  yea  will  com- 
paas  the  business  will  alji  necessary  care  and  dispatch  ao  aa  that  the 
Board  may  be  enabled  by  vou^  renort  principally  to  comply  with 
the  intention  of  the  Legislature,  1  heartily  wish  you  health  and 
aucoeaB^  4be.j 

lam  Genlleinen, 

with  great  respect,  you  obedient,  -''  ■ 

and  very  humble  servant, 

y.  P.  MUHLBNBBBG,  T.  P. 

[Letter  Book,  Vol.  II,  p.  218.] 


The  following  No.  1  to  No.  86,  eontaio  a  part*  of  the  Goom- 
poodmce  reapecting  Harbois  and  Longohamps. 

No.  1. 

MoHs.  Bb  Mabbois  to  FfiSfi.  Dickinson— Loitqchakpb, 

1784. 

HiOadelplua,  May  17, 1784. 

Bit, 

I  thmk  proper  for  your  Excelleney^a  private  Information  to  kt 
you  know,  that  to-day  in  the  afternoon  a  French  Qenttemaa  called 
Le  Chevalier  de  Lonffschampa  begged  for  me  to  recogniie  aome 
papers  concerning  his  Bkth  and  character — ^The  object  <^  faia  Re- 
qneat  being  out  of  the  Circle  of  my  functions,  I  refiiaed  it  upon 

*  Jflor.  iMia  «^  aae  TeL  t. 
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whieh  he  l«fl  my  Room,  using  Insolenoe  and  abusifo  EzpreMioni 
and  monaoeB.— -There  is  no  actual  occasion  to  take  notice  of  this 
oondoct  usual  in  people  of  warm  passions  when  disappoiDtad.— -Bat 
I  thought  necessary  that  you  should  cTentually  be  informed  of  the 
ciroumstance. 

I  am  with  perfect  Bespecti 

Your  Exoellenc/s  very  humble, 

and  obedient  servant, 

DE  MARB0I8. 
[Letter  Book,  Vol.  I.,  p.  167.] 


No.  2. 


Chevalier  db  la  Luzernb  to  Pres.  Dickinson — ^Lonq- 

CHAMPS,  1784. 

Translation, 

Philadelphia,  May  19, 1784. 
Sir, 

I  have  recourse  to  your  Ezoellency  to  obtain  satisfaction  of  a 
violation  of  the  Bights  of  nations  which  requires  the  immediate 
Interposition  of  your  Authority. 

A  French  adventurer  whose  name  is  Longchamps,  and  who  stilea 
himself  the  Chevalier  de  Longchamps  having  left  France  for  some 
bad  Transaction,  established  himself  sIdcc  some  time  in  this  Town. 
He  was  implicated  some  months  ago  in  an  affair  relating  to  the 
theft  of  a  watch  chain,  but  the  Judges  having  not  found  him  ffuilty 
they  delivered  him  a  certificate  in  form,  fie  presented  himself 
before  the  Consul  of  his  Majesty  and  begged  him  to  certify  the 
signature  of  the  American  Judge,  which  Mr.  De  Marbois  did  with- 
out any  difficulty.  I  mention  this  circumstance,  because  it  appears 
that  this  induced  Longchamps  to  believe  that  he  would  meet  with 
the  same  Facility  for  other  acts  of  more  Importance.  Towards  the 
same  time  he  married.  Before  or  after  his  marriage  he  waited  upon 
me  desiring  that  I  might  examine  his  papers,  receive  him  in  my 
house,  and  afford  him  my  protection.  I  looked  at  his  papers  and 
informed  of  some  circumstances  of  his  past  life,  I  told  him  that  I 
could  by  no  means  take  notice  of  his  affairs  unless  he  brought  me  a- 
letter  from  the  minister.  I  communicated  my  answer  to  Mr.  Be 
Marbois,  that  he  might  conform  himself  to  it,  some  dissagreeable 
Beports  having  been  published  against  him,  and  the  Oaiettes  cod- 
taining  different  ParagrapVka  to  ^\a  ^\aiA:^Ti\aj^  La  went  to  the  consul 


vmnnwamL  iJiaawjannL       w 

ttX  b^Aoa  Uai  fo  mmb1o#  bfa  pt^en,  to  oaMffiliM  Sito^^ 
|MIM»d.tote7i|  taaA^  to  gi^.  fiiw^tiHii  Titiiiioiiitf,  u.  to  ( 
MMkb^htMilir.  Mr. & M«rbobf«fl90td it &iIIm« 
npi-iM^  Jiiwg6hwpi'itigigid'aii}orv<ieBhito«ir4i  i 
IMMy  iMi-iiMttod Md tom^ other jMHOBSto-'HliflH Ihi  Ooniilto 
lil  totwr^fi  Di'lf  arbob  hnvkig  eangUmfly  dtJiBgd  It^  LonfuJUmpi 
itotod  hfaiMtf  tiM  iiuMuig  iKkrSlu^hmi  MmriMrte  tM^Moa* 


;  Ai  If  ubito  aoimted  nothing  6ta%  bm  tbt^he  toidd  Mfc  hOnkn 
WM  hbnftfalf^  nlem  he  preeentodildm  •  ktter  ton  the  .Miiiiita^ 
tdngetetBiiert^lfef  ij  eeme  in|nitoo»  Xnreenone.  Ur.  Dt  Miv- 
tob  Ordeved  hte  to  qnit  the  bottee,'  Longehiaips  left  Um^nMiring 
rfiwvnl  thftotningi  which  I  heard  in  »y  Beemi  I  west  ekrt  iqI 
edDed  hktt  beek  to  uk  the  leewini  ef  htoinaoleneei  hnftte  left  Ah^ 
heiiee  ma  ftst  ma  he  eould. 

In  the  MMto  anomeiit  Mr.  Dto  Marbdi*  wrote  it  letter  to  jrelnr 
BaerileMy  In  older  to  hlbrm  yon  iif  wbtt  hnd  pawed,  mnd  thia 
Lettor  itaelf  ia  m  proof  of  hia  great- moderatioo.  Ton  were  ao  land  aa 
to  Older  LoDgehampa  to  appear  before  yam.  Ait  it  appeaitthnt 
notirfthatmndfog  your  exhonation  he  manotleaa  ineUnedtodoaa- 
Mit  aome  Tiolenoe.  There  ia  therefore  no  doibt  but  the  extmaaity 
Ip  whieh  he  went  jnat  now  waa  entirely  premeditated. 

Thia  ateming  Mr.  Do  ^Marboia  being  gone  onlia*  my  vaqnieat  to 
Btoke  aome  arrangenMnta  with  the  ownera  of  tiie  ahip  in  whioh  I  aat 
to  embark  for  ¥no0B,  he  aaw  Longohmmpaooming  towudakimi  mnd 
Balling  him  to  an  aeooont  for  hie  refoami.  Mr*  Do  ■  Marboia  rqdied 
"  if  you  are  an  American,  and  hare  aome  eompkhita  againat  m%  a|»- 
ply  to  the  magistrates  of  the  8toto;  if  yen  are  m  Frenchman  you 
may  address  the  OhoTmlier  de  Im  Lnaome  or  the  Miniairy  of  Franoe.'' 
The  ezpressiona  of  Longohampa  being  very  inaolent,  the  people 
aaaembled,  and  some  Frenchmen  amongst  them.  Mr  De  Marboia 
laya  that  in  that  moment  Longchamps  raised  his  Yoioe,  and  re- 
doubled his  injuries.  Aoeording  to  the  legal  depositions  of  those 
who  understood  the  French,  Mr.  Be  Muboia  replied  to  thoee 
LBJnrieaj  I  shall  address  the  public  Authority,  and  as  he  was  going 
Looffchamps  struck  him  with  his  cane,  the  cane  of  M.  De  Marbois, 
the  Consul  retreated  some  steps  in  order  to  defend  himself,  Long- 
ohmmpe  struck  him,  and  in  the  same  instant  Mr.  De  Marbois  rushed 
anon  him  and  broke  his  cane  upon  his  back,  Longchamps  exclaii9ed, 
pre  me  a  ^n,  I  must  hare  a  gun,  but  the  people  aurounded  dnd 
stopped  his  violence. 

Thia  Sir,  is  the  true  account  of  an  Injury  done  to  a  public  person, 
whom  you  honor  with  your  particular  esteem  and  Friendship,  and 
who  during  a  Residence  of  five  yean  in  this  city  has  drawn  upon 
h&ai  the  afSection  and  confidence  of  every  dtiaen.  Thia  injuir  h 
tatomittod  by  a  Frenchman  without  character,  who  givea  himsdf  for 
a  noble  man,  though  he  is  the  nephew  of  the  wife  of  m)  «taii%x^)  vdA 
who  had  prMaed  ibe  Camml  to  deliver  him  aoto  t^  eMbViAi  \i\A 
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Bepntation^  thai  is  to  daeeive  the  Inbabitanta  of  PUUddphuL    Tm 
know  mXf  that  it  ia  the  opinion  of  people  who  are  badlj  ia£DnMd 
-tiial  the  greateat  license  preTalla  in  thia  eity.    Thia  oonaidentioB 
attiaeti  a  number  of  low  adTentnreia  who  unaoonaiomed  lo  the  n- 
apeet  dae  to  law,  and  Enenjra  of  every  eataUiahment  oakmlatad.li 
inaintain  good   order.    It  la  of  the  greatest  Importance  for  As 
aaonrity  of  all  thoaa  who  shall  realde  bine  in  a  pnblio  oharaotor  tlait 
an  outrage  of  thia  kind  be  aeverafy  pnniahed.    There  would  be  ao 
aeearity  Ibrna  if  we  were  exposed  to  the  Inaolta  and  vioieaoi  rf 
people  who  veqneat  aeta  and  oemplianeea  wbieh  we  are  not  alloved 
to  grant    Those  inaolent  Bxpreasions  whieh  thia  man  haa  nttorsd  in 
mj  house  the  aeventeenthi  a  part  of  which  I.  have  heaid  mjaelf,  sad 
ihe  whole  of  which  haa  been  heard  by  mj  aecretariea  from  the  bo- 
glnninff  to  the  end  of  the  conversation  are  a  violation  of  the  privily 
of  my  lodging  and  the  Respect  which  is  due  to  it.    At  the  Beqneit 
of  the  Gimanl  I  did  not  then  take  any  steps  to  vindicate  it,  and 
when  the  eighteenth  yon  propeaed  to  oblige  Longchampai  to  g^e 
aeeoritiea  for  hia  good  eonanot,  Mr.  De  Mtfbois  Mgged  you  not  lo 
mnsoe  thia  afOur  any  more  aa  he  expected  that  yoor  Exhortations 
had  recalled  this  man  to  hia  duty.    I  request  to  day  that  for  Bs- 
paration  of  all  these  Excesses  and  outrsgea  this  man,  who  calls  him- 
self an  officer  In  the  Troops  of  hia  m^esty,  who  wears  the  uniform 
of  a  French  Regiment  and  who  oame  in  my  house  in  thia  dress  be 
aaiaed.    I  claim  him  as  a  Frenchman  that  he  be  aent  back  to  France 
in  conformity  to  the  ordinancea  of  the  King,  which  I  have  had  the 
honor  to  eommnnicato  to  your  Excellency  and  that  he  be  puniihedi 
aocording  to  theLawa  of  the  Kingdom. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
with  sentimente  of  Reapect, 
Tour  Excellency's  most  obedt 

and  humble  servant, 
CHEVALIER  DE  LA  LUZERNE. 
[Letter  Book,  Vol.  L,  p.  178.] 


No.  3. 


P&S6.  Dickinson  to  the  Minister  of  France,— Loko- 
CHAMPS,  1784. 

In  Council,  Philadelphia,  20th  Hay  1784. 
We  have  received  you  letter  of  the  nineteenthf  and  highly  Tt»^^ 
ihe  outrages  therein  mentioned. 
Li  consequence  of  the  direction  j^ven  yesterday  by  the  presideo^ 

*  See  May  21,  also  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XV.,  pp.  116-116. 
t  See  page  462.       A\bo  CoV  ^B;m.>X^  UV.^  p.  116. 


•i  iaroed  for  nma&uttjOke  offandery  but  he  ooDoeakd 
■Hlf  «i  we  are  infonned,  tndhfiniiot  yet  been  aeiied.  We  hate 
jt^^gyBMiJto  *hp  elrictert  iqimietioiMi  for  H^pfmM^  i&d  hope  I^t 
wKmwMaUa '#lUi' lilolJMt.  ■  Jf  Aey* ineiua ' mi  yM  SuH ]^Afith 


wakead 
Iheryii 


offering  a  lar;^  mriurd  to  ftnj  penoD,  who  ehall 

him  and  aeonre  hiB.jDeraoiL^ 

iteo  whieh  the  Laws  iif 'Ihiif  6tate  will  peimit  for  the  10- 

of  ttiep^  ^zoeafM|B  jdiaU^be  pnrsiied  and  we  shall  endearonr 

tin  mMif  and  sensibili^  with  whieh  we  attend,  tp 

l,i«v«'4he1ron<mr:io.Bi^/-  "'".  ;..!'^;".; '''i."..  , 

;  7f»w--«io^i»bfdiicit» ■!«■•'.?•'! 

■mlliiMhh  Seifaai^- ■  1.  ■: 

(tietter  Book;  Td.  It  f^ge  95.] 


No.  4 


DlCXnRfOK  TO  TVB  BC1NI8TBB  OF  F&ANOB,— LONG- 

ouAUMy  1784. 

In  OouncU;  Phihdelphia,  Hay  21 1784. 

Having  nnderstood  that  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court 
18  lately  returned  from  the  ciroidtf  we  have  seen  him  this  day  and 
quired  him  to  issue  a  warrant  for  the  apprehension  of  the  person 
ho  assaulted  Mr.  De  Mtt^bois,  and  to  0ve  proper  diveetions  for  its 
imediato  and  effeetual  ezeoution.  The  doors  of  the  House  will 
r  this  purpose  be  broke  open^  if  it  be  neoessary. 
With  a  very  respectfol  attaehment, 
I  am  SITi  four  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
[Letter  Book;  VoL  IL;  p.  97.] 
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Na  6. 


Hmincta  of  Frakos  to  Pbes.  Dickinson— Lonqoeamm— 

1784. 

TranBlatioxL 

Pbiladelpliift,  22d  May,  1784. 
Sir, 

I  have  received  the  Letter  which  your  ExceUenoy  did  me  the 
honor  to  write  to  me  on  yesterday,  the  twenty-first  instant.  I  hid 
been  assured  that  Mr.  Longchamps  appeared  in  town  and  went  to 
and  from  his  home  without  any  difBonlly.  I  was  doubtful  of  the  &ct, 
but  I  have  been  informed,  beyond  even  a  shadow  of  doubt,  that  the 
man  hai  lately  been  seen  before  Mr.  Ross's  house,  in  Front  street, 
dressed  in  His  Uniform  and  wearing  a  cross  or  oider  which  he  hu 
commonly  about  him.  He  was  going  towards  Spruce  street  I  am 
pursuaded  that  this  &ot  will  appear  as  extraordinary  to  you  as  to 
me. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  a  respectful  attachment,  Sir, 
Your  Excellency's  most 

ob.  &  mo.  hum.  servt., 

LE  CH'R  DB  LA  LUZERNE.* 
[Letter  Book,  Vol.  I.,  p.  169.] 


No.  6. 


Pres.  Diokinbon  to  the  Minister  or  France — ^LoNQOHAiiPSy 

1784. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  May  22d,  1784. 
Sir, 

This  moment  we  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of  to-day, 
and  just  before  it  came  to  our  hands  the  Judge  of  the  Supreme 
Court  had  informed  us,  that  he  had  issued  his  warrant  and  that  a 
person  had  been  arrested  and  bailed. 

Thus  his  personal  appearance  is  so  secured  that  we  can  punish 
him }  whether  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  this  state  will  authorise 
us  to  deliver  him  up  according  to  the  Requisition  that  has  been 
made  is  a  point  of  moment  that  demands  an  attention  to  some 
Facts,  and  much  consideration;  we  wish  to  consult  the  Judges  of 

*  Bee  Co\.B*Q.,\o\.'XiNM^-'^^'^- 
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the  Sapreme  Court  upon  the  case ;  and  thej  are  not  expected  to  re- 
tarn  firom  the  oircait  for  some  time. 

InWKMJmtely  #ft«r.  a  oonfeieBM  wMi  thwi  wit  demiioa  will  ^ 
immit  ft  whatever  it  may  be,  we  trusty  either  bj  the  deiind  oom- 
pliaooei  or  by  the  infliction  of  an  exemplary  paniahment,  it  will 
•Yinee  that  the  Laws  of  NatioBf  an  properly  Tindioated  in  this 
State. 

With  a  very  great  Esteem, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Tour  most  obedient  and 

most  humble  Servant, 

JOHN  DICKINSON.* 
[Letter  Book,  Vol.  II*,  p.  96.] 


No.  7. 


Pass.   DiOKIN&ON    TO    THE  ATT0BNE7  GmiBAL— LORQOHAMPS, 

1784. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  May  25, 1784. 
Sir, 

The  Jadges  will  acquaint  you  with  the  disagreeable  affair  that 

has  lately  happened  in  this  City.     If  they  should  be  of  opinion 

that  the  offisnder  cannot  legally  be  delivered  up,  according  to  the 

Bequisition,  that  has  been  made,  we  desire  that  you  will  then 

prosecute  him  in  such  a  manner  that  with  all  possible  dispatch,  ho 

may  be  sentenced  to  suffer  a  condign  punishment,  and  so,  that 

thereby  the  Honor  of  this  State  and  the  Law  of  Nations  may  bo 

properly  vindicated. 

I  am,  with  great  esteem, 

Sir,  Your  most  obedient 

humble  servant, 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
[Letter  B.,  IL,  p.  99.] 

*  See  Col.  Rea,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  117 
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Philadelphia^  May  25, 17M. 
Sir, 

The  President  oommuDioated  to  vs  yesterdaji  the  subject  of  tiie 
Conference  of  last  Satardaj^  and  to  expedite  as  much  as  we  posdUj 
oan  the  decision  upon  an  affair  of  socb  moment ;  We  shall  thk 
day  send  an  Express  to  the  absent  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court 
with  a  full  state  of  the  Facts  for  their  judgment. 

Our  grateful  veneration  for  his  most  Christian  Majesty,  and  a 
due  regard  for  the  Law  of  Nations  will  impel  us  to  make  ereiy 
exertion  in  our  power,  for  prosecuting  this  business  in  a  satisfactoij 
manner. 

At  the  same  time  we  are  pursuaded,  that  informed  as  you,  Sir, 
are  of  the  Laws  of  this  Commonwealth  and  the  novelty  of  thii 
case  among  us  considered,  your  goodness  will  induce  you  to  make 
proper  allowances  for  our  modes  of  proceeding.  If  these  which  we 
are  now  pursuing,  shall  not  soon  accomplish  an  adequate  reparttidB 
for  the  outrages  that  have  been  committed,  we  will  call  the  General 
Assembly  together,  that  the  Supreme  Legislative  Authority  maj  be 
employed  in  fully  vindicating  the  Honor  of  the  State  and  the  Lav 
of  Nations. 

With  great  Esteem, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Sir,  Your  most  obedient 

and  most  humble  servant, 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 

[Letter  Book,  Vol.  II.,  p.  100.] 
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Pres.  Dickinson  to  Minister  of  United  Netherlandb— 
lonqohamps,  1784. 

To  the  Minister  of  the  United  Netherlands. 

In  Council, 

Phikdelphia,  May  25, 1784. 
Sir, 

The  President  having  informed  us  of  the  Conference  which  be 
had  the  honor  of  holding  with  you,  to  express  our  great  oonoero  and 
rcBetment  on  account  of  tViQ  ouVs&^gsa  V^V^V^  ^fE^eed  to  the  Sienr  de 


■brbou'Ckmsiil  Ooneral  of  Fhmoe^  i&d  Seoretaqr  of  tba  Legation 
bon  that  kiafldom. 

We  hftTtt  atready  tal^en  seven}  stapa  in  this  bnainaiM  and  aie 
lAiiriimi  i^>ta4a  4fary  maaairtre  bk  ofa  power  AMrvindlealing 
tba  law  of  Nations  by  an  adequate  Beparation  for  the  exoessea  that 
bttlb  been  eotinidtted* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  the  gi«ateat  eetaenii 
}r  Tonr  meat  obed.  ft 

■<>•  '     moi  hottb.  mtni.f 

::/  JOHN  DIOKINBON* 

[Latlw  Bodi  VoL  11^  p.m]     :       . 

"'^ No-  io.^-   '■';=•.■•    i  ■•- 

kf  msTXB  OF  Franoi  to  Pris.  DiOKnrooty— Longchahps, 

1788, 

The  minister  of  France  presents  his' respectful  compliments  to  his 
Ezoelleneyy  the  President|  He  jnsi  was  at  hia  honse  to  present  him 
kb  thanks,  bnt  having  not  found  his  Excellency  at  home,  he  begs 
\o  be  informed  whether  he  can  have  the  Honor  to  wait  upon  him 
fcliia  evening  between  six  and  seven  o'clock/' 

"Friday  noon/' 
{Letter,  Book  Vol.,  L  p,  174.] 


SheriffTo  his  Excellency  John  Bickinsoui  Esq., 

New  Gaol,  May  27, 1784,  five  o^eledk. 
BIr, 

I  take  the  liberty  by  this  method  to  acquaint  your  SxeeUenoy, 
lluii  the  Body  of  Charles  JutSen  de  Longohamps  hath  this  day  beoi 
Mmimitted  to  my  custody  by  Bail  piece,  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  Philip 
Weiss  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  for  an  assault  &o.,  committed  on 
the  Honorable  Francis  Barbe,  de  Harbois,  Consul  <tf  France,  Mid 
Seeretary  of  Uie  Legation  of  said  Kingdom,  and  is  now  confined  in 
tbp  new  Jail  of  ^e  city  and  County  of  Philadelphia,  upon  the 
wjmrant  of  the  Honorable  George  Bryan  Esq.,  Judge  of  the  Supreme 
MMirt  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  to  which  purport  due  Betum 
ihftll  be  made  to  the  honorable  the  Executive  Council  by  your 
Baoellencya  most  humUe  servant. 

THOMAS  PROCTBBy  Sheriff: 

[Letter  Book,  Vol.  I,  p.  ni.'\ 
'«  iStoe  leMer  to  the  Jnd^see^May  26. 
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No.  11. 

To  THE  MiNISIBB  01*  THE  UNITED  NSTHSUAKDS,  1784 

In  Counoil^  Philadelphia,  liay  27, 1784, 
Sir 

We  hayo  the  honor  of  informing  yon  thai  the  sheriff  of  this  eitj 
and  County  has  reported  to  na  this  day,  that  the  person,  who  latelj 
insulted  the  Conaul  Qeneral  of  France,  is  confined  in  the  Common 
prison  upon  the  warrant  of  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court 
and  that  we  have  ordered  the  sheriff  to  detain  him  in  prison. 

This  step  we  trust  will  be  considered  as  an  Evidence  of  our  Beso- 
lution  to  assert  the  laws  of  nations  and  properly  to  animadvert  upon 
the  temerity  of  those  who  presume  in  tlus  State  to  violate  the  Bights 
and  Priveleges  of  Public  ministers. 

With  sentiments  of  perfect  Esteem, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir, 

Your  most  obed.  most  humble  servt. 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 

[Letter  Book,  YoL  H,  p.  105.] 


No.  12. 


PrES.  DiCKINflOK  TO  THE  MINISTER  09  FeaNCE, — ^LORO- 
CHAMPS,   1784. 

In  Council,  Philadelphia,  May  27th,  1784. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  infbrming  you  that  the  sheriff*  of  this  dtj 
and  County  has  this  moment  reported  to  us  that  the  Body  of  Chafta 
Julion  de  Longchamps  is  now  confined  in  the  common  priaoa  in  Uiifl 
city,  upon  the  warrant  of  one  of  the  Jud^  of  the  Honble  the  Svpreoa 
court  of  this  commonwealth  for  the  Assault  upon  Mr.  de  Marbois. 

TVe  have  commanded  the  sheriff  by  an  onler  given  in  Gounol 
under  the  hand  of  the  President  and  the  seal  of  the  State  to  detail 
the  offender  in  prison.  This  is  our  determined  and  unanimous  reto* 
Intion,  with  all  our  powers  to  prosecute  this  business  for  effectiDg 
an  ample  reparation.  Yon  sir,  who  have  intrusted  our  Ardent  de- 
sire upon  this  unhappy  occasion  to  assert  the  law  of  nations  to  certvf? 
the  extreme  attachment  of  our  Fellow  citisens  and  ourselves  to  hu 
most  christian  majesty,  and  our  lively  resentment  of  the  outrages 
offered  in  this  state  to  a  person  so  justly  and  universally  esteemed, 
as  Mr.  De  Marbois  is  amongst  us  for  his  distinguished  merit  and  good 

*  SeeCol.lUQ.,NoVXSN.,v^.V)a,V»^^ 
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oondnei  will  vetdily  conrnTe  the  riBcere  pleasm  nith  which  thia 
eomnvnieatieB  is  made. 

I  am  with  the  tnoBt  respeelfiil  Regard,  bit, 

jour  most  obedient,  and  most  humble  lerrt 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
[Letter  Book,  VoL  H.  p.  108.] 


No.  18. 


MoNS.  Db  Mabbois  to  ths  Prssident  of  thi  State — 

LONGOPAMPS,    1784. 

Honmenr  de  MarboLi  tohia  Ezoellencj  the  president  of  the  State. 

Phikdelphia,27th  May,  1784. 
Sir, 

I  hare  receired  the  note  wluch  your  EzocQenoy  honored  me  with 
yesterday,  demanding  my  deposition  respecting  the  Excesses  com- 
mitted at  the  house  <»  the  Chevalier  de  la  Lnzeme.  I  best  you  will 
be  pleased  to  observe  that  when  I  made  my  first  deposition  before 
the  two  Pennsylvanian  Judges,  who  came  to  receive  it  in  my  apart- 
ment, it  was  not  yet  known  whether  Mr.  Longohamps  had  become 
a  dtiien  of  the  State,  that  besides  it  was  necessary  to  prevent  his 
ffight,  and  that  it  was  not  a  moment  to  be  too  nice  about  Forms, 
now,  it  is  certun  that  the  man  has  onlv  resided  in  America,  since 
JBeptember  last,  and  that  he  is  the  king's  subject.  The  Chevdier  de 
la  liUzeme  claims  him  as  such,  and  he  has  in  his  Letter  of  the  19t^ 
informed  your  Ezcellencvof  the  causes  on  which  he  grounds  his 
claim,  all  further  deposition  is  consequently  superfluous  and  unusual. 
His  majesty's  minister  however  consents  for  this  once,  which  is  not 
to  be  a  precedent,  to  my  making  the  desired  deposition,  and  I  shall 
expect  tike  magistrate  this  morning,  as  you  desire  it 
I  am  with  Respect  Sir, 

your  Excellency's  most  obedient, 

and  most  humble  servant, 

DB  HAEBOIS. 


.We  Consul  Oeneral  of  France,  with  the  Thirteen  United  States 
of  America  and  Consul  for  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  Certify  to 
all  whom  it  may  concern,  that  on  the  Seventeenth  of  this  month 
Aa  Sieur  de  Longchamps  desired  us  to  certify  the  Truth  of  sundry 
mpem  relative  to  his  Rank  and  .Burth|>  and  that  upon  our  refusal 
ne  broke  out  with  the  utmost  indecency  in  threato  aoA  o^oa  Vv^«i^ 
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EzpressioDSi  and  tmong  others  the  followiD^  ^'  I  am  reMlyed  Ukk 
some  desperate  act,  I  will  dishoDer  yoa  or  the  Devil  ftako  am,''  thU 
he  repeated  them  so  loud  that  Ihej  were  overheard  by  the  OheviEv 
do  la  Luzerne,  That  the  minister  came  out  of  his  room,  and  edhd  lb 
said  Sienr  Longohamps  to  call  him  to  an  account  for  that  ienk 
and  those  Threats,  but  that  the  said  Sieur  de  Longohamps  made  )k 
Escape. 

Sworn,  This  27th  May,  1784  )  Philadelphia,  27th  May,  1784 
Before  William  Adcock.  J     BARBE  DE  MABBOIS. 

[Letter  Book,  VoL  I.  p.  176.] 


No.  14. 

PfiES.  Dickinson  to  Judqss  of  Supkehx  Coubx-- 
Longohamps,  1784. 

The  Honble.  The  Chief  Justice,  Mr.  Justice  Atlee,  &  Hr.  Joslioe 
Rush. 

In  Council,  Philadelphiai  May  28, 1784. 
Gentlemen, 

This  Letter  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  Mr,  Johnston,  an  Exprai 
i3ent  to  us  by  the  persons  lately  removed  from  Wyoming,  as  he  eta 
himself  give  a  good  deal  of  information,  and  can  be  serviceable  in 
obtaining  it  from  others,  wejhave  wished  him  to  attend  at  Sunboiy- 
The  person  who  lately  insulted  and  assaulted  Mr.  de  Marboii 
is  now  m  prison,  so  that  answers  to  the  Question  proposed  in  ov 
Letter  of  the  25th  instant,  may  be  deferred  until  your  return  tothi 
City. 

With  the  most  perfect  Esteem, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Gentlemen, 
your  most  obod.  and  most  hble.  servt. 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
[Letter  Book,  Vol.  II.,  p.  105.] 


No.  15. 

Prbs.  Dickinson  to  his  bxcellenct  the  President  op 

conqress— loncichamps,  1784. 

To  his  Excellency,  the  President  of  Congress. 

In  OouncU,  Philadelphia,  Hay  28, 1784. 
Sir, 

Borne  days  ago  an  Insult  was  offered  by  a  Frenchman  to  Mr. 
De  Marbois  in  the  Hotel  of  the  Minister  of  Franoeand  afterwards  an 
assault  was  made  upon  him  by  the  same  person  in  a  street  in 
tbia  city. 
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The  offender  has  been  arrested  by  onr  direotioD,  trader  a  warrant 
of  ft  Jadgo  of  the  Snpreme  Court,  and  is  now  confined  in  the  com- 
moD  prison  where  we  have  ordered  him  to  be  detained. 

Our  respect  for  Congress  induoes  ns  to  inform  them  of  this  affair, 
and  we  should  have  done  ourselves  the  honor  of  making  the  commn- 
nication  sooner,  but  that  the  criminal  was  not  in  confinement  till 
yesterday. 

We  should  be  much  pleased  to  be  favored  with  the  sentiments  of 
Congress  upon  the  Business,  being  extremely  desirous,  that  our  pro- 
ceedings correspond  with  their  Judgment  and  to  testify  our  deter- 
mined resolution  with  all  our  power,  to  maintain  the  dignity  of 
the  United  States,  to  preserve  the  public  Repose,  to  assert  the  law 
of  nations,  and  to  manifest  our  entire  regard  for  the  Representations 
of  the  sovereignty  of  the  Union. 

With  the  most  perfect  Esteem, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 
Your  Excellency's  most  obed. 

■^ and  most  humble  servant, 

JOHN  DICKINSON.* 
[Letter  Book,  Vol.  II.  p.  168.] 


No.  16. 


HiHiBTEB  OF  France  to  Pbes.  Dickinson — ^Lonochamps, 

1784. 

To  His  Excellency,  Mr.  Dickinson,  President  of  the  State. 

PhiUdelphia,  28th  May,  1784. 
Sir, 

I  have  received  the  Letter  which  your  Excellency  did  me  the 
Honor  to  write  to  me  vesterday,  informing  me  that  Mr.  Longohamps 
had  been  arrested  and  confined  in  Gaol.  I  have  heard  of  this  Be- 
ginning of  Reparation  with-  so  much  the  greater  Pleasure,  as  it  gives 
me  RMson  to  hope  that  it  will  be  a  oompleat  one,  and  proportioned 
to  the  offence,  and  I  am  very  thankful  for  the  Assurance  which  you 
are  pleased  to  give  me  of  it.  The  crime  of  Mr.  Longchamps  is  so 
notorious,  and  so  public,  that  he  might  be  sent  back  immediately  to 
France,  but  that  he  may  not  bo  deprived  of  any  means  of  defence,  I 
hope  that  you  will  approve  his  undergoing  interrogatories  on  the 
subject  of  the  complaint  given  against  him.  He  shall  have  all  the 
means  of  Justification  which  he  may  wish,  and  it  is  with  this  view, 

*  See  Vol.  XV.,  p.  858. 
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that  the  previous  Formalities  in  order  to  bis  Trial  miuit  take  phoe 
before  bis  departure  for  Franoe  on  the  spot  where  the  crime  wm 
committod.  I  am  informed  that  after  having  committed  the  offnM 
of  the  seventeenth  at  my  house,  he  has  taken  the  oath  of  aUegisim 
to  the  State.  I  request  your  Excellency  to  ascertain  this  Fact|  'i 
would  prove  that  he  did  not  consider  himself  as  a  citiaon  of  Penosjl- 
vania  on  the  17tb,  but  that  he  hoped  by  taking  the  oath  on  the 
eighteenth  to  shelter  himself  from  the  consequences  of  the  offiBDce 
he  had  been  guilty  of  the  day  before,  and  that  he  thouaht  also  tbi 

Suality  of  a  Citiaen  of  Pennsylvania  secured  bim  from  allpunnit  kt 
be  offence  which  he  was  meditatiug  against  the  nineteenth.  It 
even  appears  that  his  bold  speeches  hiS  given  you  some  prefiou 
suspicions  on  that  subject. 

This  man  has  brought  himself  into  a  number  of  scrapes  witk 
Frenchmen  since  his  arrival  here.  But  it  is  necessary,  in  order  to 
make  better  known  that  breaker  of  the  public  peace,  to  ascertain  the 
Affairs  of  the  same  nature  iu  which  he  has  been  engaged  with 
Americans,  and  to  speak  only  of  those  which  have  been  carried  b^ 
fore  American  Tribunals.  I  beg  you  will  be  pleased  to  commnnictte 
to  me  the  judicial  documents  of  the  following  affairs. 

Ist.  That  with  Capt.  Halfwark  Firsk,  of  the  Swedish  ship  Peace 
&  Plenty,  on  which  he  arrived  hero  on  the  fifteenth  of  September 
last.  lie  appears  to  have  filched  him  out  of  fifty  Guineas,  which  he 
has  not  restored,  altho'  condcmoed  to  it  by  the  American  Judges. 

2dly.  That  which  be  had  with  Mr.  Brunot,  Man  Milliour,  whom 
he  refused  to  pay,  and  threatened  to  kill.  This  affair  is  still  de- 
pending. 

3dly.  A  night  quarrel  with  the  Watch,  in  which  he  reoeived  a 
considerable  wound  in  his  head. 

4th.  His  examination  before  Mr.  Justice  Flceson  on  account  of  a 
Watch  stolen  and  found  upon  bim.  He  waa  acquitted  of  this 
charge. 

5thly.  I  am  ignorant  whether  auy  other  complaints  have  been 
made  against  him,  either  for  having  seduced  the  young  girl  wbov 
he  has  married,  or  for  any  other  cause;  but  I  hope  Sir,  that  joa 
will  bo  pleased  to  communicate  to  me  the  respective  docnm^t%  is 
case  it  is  not  contrary  to  the  Laws  of  the  Country. 
I  am,  with  a  respectful  attachment,  Sir, 

your  Excellency's  most  obed.  &  mo.  HU.  anrrt., 
LE  CHEVALIfiR  DE  LA  LUZERNE. 
[Letter  Book,  Vol.  I.,  p.  183.] 


No.  IT. 

BfliaSTEB    OF   U.    N£THlfiRX.Ain)S   TO    PRESIDENT    Of    CONGRESS; 

Annapolis. — LoNooHAMPSy  1784. 

(Copia.) 

To  His  Excellency,  Mr.  MiffliD;  President  of  Congress,  Anntpolis. 

Philadelphia,  28th  May,  1784. 

'    As  the  ontnge  committed  by  Charles  Jnlien  de  Longchamps 

S^Qst  the  person  of  Mr.  de  Marbois,  &  the  Character  of  the  Freneh 
iaister  eonceras  the  whole  of  the  Diplomatic  Body,  I  have  thought 
it  mj  duty  to  aot  in  oon junction  with  M.  Chevalier  de  la  Lnaeme, 
Hinister  Plenipotentiary  of  his  Most  Christian  Majesty,  in  order 
to  obtain  from  the  Conncil  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  a  satis&o- 
iion  proportionable  to  the  atrocity  of  the  offence. 

In  consequence  of  my  Address  for  that  end  to  his  Excellency  the 
President  jof  the  State,  I  have  received  two  letters  which  I  have  the 
honor  to  lay  before  your  Excellency,  one  dated  the  26tb,  and  the 
other  the  27th  of  this  month.  The  deliberations  of  the  aforesaid 
Council  for  five  days  successively,  the  vigor  and  energy  of  their  ope- 
rations^ onght  equally  to  be  prized  and  admired  by  every  one  who 
hiM  a  sense  of  tho  Importance  of  the  Affair,  and  are  so  much  the 
more  satisfying  that  they  have  terminated  in  the  imprisonment  of 
this  unhappy  subject.  This,  with  the  two  letters  above  mentioned, 
leads  to  expect  that  the  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  is 
firmly  resolved  to  repair,  in  a  suitable  manner,  the  Breach  made 
in  the  Law  of  Nations.  However,  it  is  my  duty  to  beseech  the  Con- 
gress to  notify  to  the  different  States  of  the  Union,  a  Truth  to  whieh 
Iho  Pk^sident  and  Council  of  Pennsylvania  give  their  assent,  vist : 
That  the  Law  of  Nations  makes  a  part  of  the  Common  Law  of  that 
Commonwealth.  I  hope  the  Congress  will  be  pleased  at  the  same 
time  to  declare  that  it  makes  a  part  of  the  Common  Law  of  tho 
other  twelve  States. 

It  is  along  with  the  Minister  of  France,  and  in  the  name  of  all 
the  ministers  and  persons  invested  with  a  public  character  among 
the  United  States,  that  I  have  the  Honour  to  make  this  Requisition. 

Allow  me,  Sir,  to  seize  this  opportunity  of  assuring  you  of  tho 
high  consideration  with  which  I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

your  Excellency's  most  humb.  &  obed.  servt., 

O.  J.  VAN  BERKEL. 
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No.  18. 

(Tranaktion.) 

Cheyalieb  ds  la  LuzsRNi  TO  PasenrDENT  of  GoNaRSSS— 

LONGOHAMPS,   1784. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Chevalier  de  la  Ijuzeme  to  his  Exoellenej, 
the  President  of  Coogreas. 

Philadelphia,  May  28, 1784. 
8ir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  commnnicating  to  your  Excellency  two  letlin 
which  1  have  received  from  the  President  of  PennBylvania,  dated 
the  25th  and  27th  instant,  addressed  to  Mr.  Marbois.  Yea  hnt 
likewise  here  enclosed  the  answer  which  I  have  made  to  the  lettar, 
which  was  written  to  me  on  the  27th.  Congress  will  see  by 
these  pieces  that  the  Council  of  Pennsylvania  are  in  the  firm  deto- 
mination  of  giving  a  proper  satisfaction  for  the  offences  committed 
as  well  against  me  as  against  his  Majesty's  Consul.  1  cannot  bit 
be  satisfied  with  the  manner  in  which  the  President  of  the  State  his 
conducted  this  affair,  and  I  hope  that  Council  will  terminate  it  bj 
ordering  the  culprit  to  be  delivered  up  to  my  disposal.  1  lay  dain 
to  him  as  a  subject  of  his  Majesty,  and  altho'  the  conduct  of  the 
President  and  Council,  throughout  the  whole  of  this  afimir  leaves  me 
perfectly  satisfied  as  to  its  issue,  I  am,  however,  in  dntj  bound  to 
address  myself  at  the  same  time  to  Congress,  that  the  Reparadoa  I 
demand  may  not  be  delayed. ' 

The  present  case  being  entirely  new,  the  imprisonment  of  the 
Culprit  has  experienced  a  delay  of  a  few  days,  but  it  must  not  be 
imputed  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  who  has  constantly  ahewn 
an  intention  of  making  a  suitable  reparation  for  the  outrage  com- 
mitted in  violation  of  the  law  of  nations.  I  take  this  opportunity 
to  request  your  Excellency  to  move  Congress  to  notify  to  the  sevenl 
States  of  the  Union  a  Truth  which  the  President  and  Counml  of 
Pennsylvania  acknowledge  by  their  present  conduct — ^it  is  that  tbe 
Ijaw  of  Nations  constitutes  a  part  of  the  Common  Law  of  the  Com- 
monwealth  of  Pennsylvania.  1  request  Congress  will  declare,  if 
such  is  their  opinion,  that  the  Law  of  nations  is  part  of  tbe  Common 
Law  of  each  of  the  other  twelve  Commonwealths.  If,  however, 
Congress  has  Reasons  to  doubt  the  dispositions  of  some  States  in 
this  Kespect,  I  hope  that  they  will  be  pleased  to  give  them  saeh 
Eecommendations  as  may  in  Future  leave  no  doubt  on  so  important 
a  subject. 

Mr.  Van  Berkel,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  Statca  General, 
joins  me  in  this  demand,  which  we  make  in  the  name  of  all  minis- 
ters and  other  persons  who  may  reside  in  a  public  character  in  the 
United  States. 

[Letter  Book,  VoL  I-,  p.  177.] 
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No.  19. 
SHSKorr  TO  Pbxs.  Digkinbov— Lonoohamps  1784. 

Sheriff  To  his  EzooUency  John  Dickinsoiij  &  the  Honorable  the 
Council. 

Philadelphia,  May  Slst,  1784. 
This  morning  the  Honorable  George  Brjan  Baquire  and 
Jonathan  [D]  Sergeant  Escj.,  Attorney  at  Law,  have  severally  made 
Re(|ne8t  to  be  famished  with  a  Copy  of  the  writ  issued  by  Oounoil 
against  the  'Oheyalier  de  Longchamps  for  an  assault  committed  on 
the  Sieur  de  Marbois  &c. 

By  the  authority  of  which  I  am  directed  solely  to  keep  the  Body 
of  the  said  Oheyafier  de  Longchamps  in  the  prison  of  the  city  and 
county  of  Philadelphia — And  should  any  attempts  be  made  to  re- 
lease the  said  Longchamps  Report  thereof  should  be  immediately 
transmitted  to  Council,  that  proper  measures  may  be  taken  as  the 
nature  of  the  case  requires. 

In  consequence  thereof,  I  beg  leave  to  acquaint  your  Honor  that 
that  there  is  such  Reason  to  believe  that  a  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus 
is  about  to  be  issued  for  the  Removal  of  the  said  Longchamps  from 
confinement,  the  propriety  of  which  you  will  be  pleased  to  de- 
termine. 

I  am  your  Honors, 

most  humble  servant, 

THOMAS  PROCTOR,  Sheriff.* 
[Letter  Book,  Vol.  L,  p.  175.] 


Minister  or  Uioted  Netiierlands  "so  Peesidekt  Dickinson, 

— LONQCHAMPS,  1784. 

A  Sod  Excellence  le  Phisidcnt  de  Tetat  do  Pennsylvanie. 

Philadelphie,  ce  June  1,  1784. 
MoNsncR, 

J'apprends  de  ponie  [mon  ff]  part  que  la  personne  de  Charles  Julicn 
de  Longchamps  yient  d'etre  rel&chdo  de  son  emprisonnemcnt  ou 
sera  incontinent.  Mr.  de  Marbois  a  oui  la  memo  information. 
Cependant  j'ose  doutcr  de  la  Y6niA  de  cetto  assertion  commc  6tant 
parfEdtement  contrairo  h  ce  que  Yotre  Excellence  m'a  fait  Thonneur 
de  m'^rire  dans  sa  demi^re  Icttre  du  27™*  du  May  pass6,  par  la- 
quelle  il  paroit  bUt  que  le  Conseil  d'etat  conaulteroit  Ic  droit  dcs 
gens  comme  faisant  partio  du  droit  commun  de  TEtat.    Si  toutefois 

♦  Col.  Rec,  VoL  XIV.,  p.  120. 

f  This  letter  has  evidently  been  copied  by  a  person  Tmftc<\\uiGA.^^  ^^^ 
the  Freucli-— some  words  are  net  intelligible  as  ihey  aM  XMoi^^ 
Vol.  XL— 21 
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le  bruit  fut  vrai  et  que  Mr.  de  Longchamps  eat  la  faculty  de  hnnt 
dans  les  rues  de  Philadelphie,  soit  Mr.  de  Marbois  soit  oette  antn 
personna  revdtue  d'uu  caract^.  public,  Yotre  Excellenoe  me  ^ 
mettra  de  lui  donner  en  consideration,  si  c'est  compatible  aTce  k 
dignitd  ou,  meme  avec  la  8iiret6  d'un  Ministre  Etranger  qu'tl  a^ooni 
dans  une  ville  ou  m§me  dans  un  Etat  oil  il  n'cst  pas  parfaitemat 
h  couvcrt  de  toutcs  insultes. 

Quant  h  moi  j'ai  Thonneur  d'assurer  Yotre  Excellence,  qw  je 
croirai  manquer  tarUement  ?  h  mes  maitres  si  je  m'y  expoeoia  « 
restant  dans  un  Etat  oil  le  Droit  des  Gens  n'est  aucunement  respeeti 

J'ai  rhonneur  d'dtre  avec  dcs  sentiments  de  la  plus  par&ite  eoih 
sidcration, 

Monsieur,  de  Yotre  Excellence 

le  tr^-humblc  et  tr^s-ob^iBsani  senritevr 


Lottre  Book, 
Vol.  I.  p.  186. 


5  P.  S.  Yan  Bekkbl. 


No.  21. 


Pres.  Dickinson  to  the  Judges   of  the  SupaxBOB   Gouep- 
LoNacHAMPs,  1784. 

The  Honble.  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court 

In  Council,  Philadelphia  June  2, 1784. 
Gentlemen, 

The  Consequences  of  the  insults  offered  to  Mr.  Marbois,  Secr^ 
tarj  of  the  Legation,  and  Consul  General  of  France  are  likely  in  i 
very  high  degree  to  affect  the  honor  of  this  commonwealth.  We 
have  cood  reasons  to  believe  that  if  the  offender  is  not  impriso&ed 
until  Reparation  is  made  for  the  infractions  of  the  law  of  nations 
the  ministers  of  France  &  the  United  Netherlands  will  with  their 
attendants  immediately  depart  from  this  State,  and  that  His  moet 
christian  majesty  will  insist  upon  adequate  satisfaction.  We  there- 
fore desire  that  you  will  proceed  to  the  Trial  of  the  offender  with  ill 
the  dispatch  which  the  rules  of  Law  will  permit,  so  that  a  proper 
punishment  may  be  inflicted  upon  the  person  whose  vipleoeo  has 
already  disturbed  and  will  probably  much  more  distnu)t  the  pubtio 
repose* 

I  am  Gentlemen, 

your  most  obed  humble  servant, 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 

*  Sec  Col.  Roc.,  Vol.  XrV.,  p.  186. 
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No.  22. 

1784. 

,  .IXokinioii  to  Monsieur  De  Mnfa^u^  Coottil  Qonend  of 

Fhihdelpiaa,  Jium8,1784. 

i«  lad  the  honor  of  receiving  your  two  Wteii  of  ttda'  Jbq^ 
t  ienrible  of  the  just  respect  for  the  laws  of  tUsstat^  mani*. 
ar  condoot  on  the  proposal  pade  bj  an  unknown  perAni.' 
L  information  contained  in  the  sedond  letteTi  Coltf]ic^  will 
ms  for  prosecuting  the  offender, 
jpmliar  circumstances  in  which  the  afSur  meAtioned  in  the 
bf  de  la  Lucerne's  last  letter  has  been  latelj.involyed^  tiay^ 
led  a  delay  of  the  answer  of  Council  upon  the  points  referred 
oh  I  hope  will  be  for  that  reason  excused. 

I  am  with  an  entire  Bespect| 
. ,  8ir^  your  most  obcd. 

and  most  hnmble  servt 

JOHN  DICKINSON, 
argument  before  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  upon  the 
tion  of  Charles  Julien  de  Long^hamps  to  be  admitted  to  Bail, 
in  public  this  afternoon  at  three  o'clock  in  the  Assembly 
Ht  the  State  house. 

[Letter  Book,  Vol.  II.,  p.  109.] 


BlOKINSON  TO  MiNISTEE  OF    UNITED  NETHSiUCANPS— 

LONQCHAMPS.    1784. 

u  • 

^kBsident  presents  his  compliments  to  the  minister  of  the 
Netherlands,  and  begs  leave  to  inform  him,  that  the  argument 
k'^adge  of  the  Supreme  Court  upon  application  to  .hail  the 
irho  insulted  Mr.  de  Marbois  will  be  in  pubHc  this  afternoon 
^.VClock  in  the  Assembly  Boom  at  the  Stat^bouse, 

Thuniday,  June  8d. 

[Letter  Book,  Yol.  U.,  p.  109.] 
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No.  23. 

Pbes.  Dickinson  to  ths  Minister  o?  the   United  Nxthi» 
lands— lonochamps;  1784. 

In  Counoil,  Pbiladelpha  Jane  3d,  1784. 

We  have  very  attentively  deliberated  upon  your  letter  of  tbe  d«j 
before  yesterday ,"*"  and  are  extremly  concernedt  bat  you  should  think 
yourself  obliged  to  depart  from  this  state  in  case  the  Judge  of  the 
Supreme  court  who  issued  a  writ  for  bringing  before  him  the  person, 
that  insulted  Mr.  De  Marbois,  and  now  has  the  matter  in  adfise- 
ment  should  release  him  from  actual  imprisonment 

We  appeal  to  you  Sir,  as  a  Witness  of  the  Zeal  with  which  we 
have  endeavoured  that  the  offender  should  be  dealt  with  as  the  law 
of  Nations  requires. 

If  the  judicial  Authority  of  the  Commonwealth  shall  decide,  ihst 
he  ought  to  be  discharged  from  actual  imprisonmenti  we  hope  tbe 
circumstances  which  we  shall  now  mention  will  have  weight.  First, 
that  it  is  the  fixed  Resolution  of  the  Executive  and  judicial  branches 
of  Government,  that  the  offender  shall  be  speedily  and  exemplarilj 
punished.  We  have  yesterday  written  to  the  Judges  requiring 
them  to  proceed  to  the  Trial  with  all  the  dispatch,  that  our  legal 
rights  will  permit,  and  we  believe,  it  will  take  place  in  twenty  daja 
Secondly,  That  the  Release  from  actual  imprisonment  being  the  set 
of  a  Superior  Judge,  must  be  regarded,  as  formed  on  the  constitu- 
tion and  Laws  of  this  state.  Thirdly,  that  such  Release  will  not  be 
a  discharge  of  the  offender  from  prosecution,  but  only  another  mode 
of  obligation,  and  that  conformably  to  tho  said  constitution  and  lawi 
for  compelling  him  to  abide  the  final  determination  in  his  offence 
and  binding  him  in  the  meantime  to  his  good  behaviour. 

Thus  Sir,  the  Business  is  proceeding  in  a  regular  train,  and 
without  delay  towards  an  adequate  punishment  of  the  criminal,  and 
we  purpose  immediately  to  call  together  the  General  Assembly,  thit 
the  Legislative  authority  may  be  exerted  for  making  such  provisions 
as  the  novelty  and  Importance  of  tho  case  may  require.  Theie 
being  the  steps  we  have  taken,  and  the  Resolutions  we  have  formed, 
and  convinced,  by  your  uniform  conduct,  of  your  disposition  to  culti- 
vate the  Friendship  so  happilv  subsisting  between  their  Higb 
Mightinesses  the  States  General  of  the  United  Netherlands^  and 
these  States,  we  finally  hope,  that  you  sir,  will  regard  the  measures 
adopted  as  a  commencement  of  that  satisfactory  reparation  which  it 
is  our  ardent  wish  and  shall  be  our  unremittmg  endoavor  to 
accomplbhy  and  that  the  magnanimity  of  their  High  mightinesses 
will  justify  the  affectionate  construction,  which  you  shall  be  pleased 
to  put  upon  our  efforts,  and  the  correspondent  effects  by  which  you 
shall  continue  to  honor  us  with  your  residence  among  us. 


To  your  knowledge,  sir,  of  the  law  of  nmtiona  and  tlie  iiMgei  upon 
infnustions  thereof  we  entirely  and  eheerftillj  refer  for  a  deeimon, 
whether  after  theoommunication  we  have  made,  the  AeBuranoes  we 
lM%'^ifml  aid  a  ChAmdeifation  of  all  ehwiiBHtawaef j  ft  tiay  boI  he 
WNunatent  with  the  pnblio  ohanHstei*  yon  snstain  to  relieye  na  from 
the  pains  we  shonla  iniffer  by  yonr  removal  from  the  State. 
I  haye  the  Honor  te  be,  ■.  .  .  oJ 
with  nneere  esteem,  siri 

,yonr  most  o1^  &  most  homble  servant, 
"        ^'   ' '  '*  ' '    .  :  jQgjj  DICKINSON.*,, 

'■*'tf«  I    !  '  .    ■      ■:  ^  .!    •  ,*  "'  -  J     *  I  'I  ■  ■ .'  '•'♦Ml  '■.•;  Ii 

■.{f.-.     •       ••:   •    •   .•     .    ••;       •    .■  ■;  ■■■  :     .■.,■■     •■.••., i-i.-;  •.:'•., 'I 

•i-'l   •■:■'•■'■  •.    •;   •'::.    •  ■    .         .'       •   ■■"     ....  .-  :?..•". .'i    v-.i. 

"'■^-  ■"■■■'■      •       No.  24.-     :■       V  ■'•  .   :   •  ■•" 

Il^s.  i)f  MASBOia  TO  Pass.  I)iauNiiK>v— LoNaop^Ajiips,^  1784. 
'\  To  his  Exoellenoy,  the  President 

:..:-.  .  r  :  Phflad^ph^,' Ju^e 8d,  1784.  . 

.fikioelluid  the  honor  io  write  to  yo«r  Ezoellenoy  this  moniiD|[, 
reomared  theanotymoiia  letter  whioh  I  reeeived  this  morning  at  9 
i/dbcK,  with  another  one,  likewise- imonymous,  whioh  I  leesifed  on 
Uhi  nineteentih'of  Hay,  eniy  in  the  moming,-uid  whioh  eontaina^an 
artimaitimi  of  what  Mr.  do  Longohamps  oceented  on  the  same  day.f 
if  ^yoQ  think  proper,  Sir,  to  bring  the  author  to  a  Triil,  it  appean 
kyiwo  means  difionli  to  oome  at  him,  as  the  servant  gave  mo  his 
inimion,  and  as  the  letters  may  86r?e  to  prove  his  handwriting. 
Rnr  •my':part  I  think  it  may  forhish  the  Stal^^with  aa  mdditionU 
pstof  thai  the  intolt  was  premeditated. 
"^      •tVith 'great  respect,   ■ 

.    Lhave  the  honor  to  be,  STr,'^ 

.   yoor  Exoellenoy's  mo.  obed.  ,  ;'  .       ^ 

and  very  humble  serrant^ 

DE  MABBOIS; 

*  See  Col.  Reo«  Yol/XY.,  p.  18G. 
t  ^^®  Archiyes,  VoL  X.,  p.  408. 
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No.  25. 

PaisiBSNT  DiOKiMBOM  TO  MiNiEma  or  Franck*— Lokgcbaii^ 

1784.  J 

To  ihe  Minister  of  Fnnoe. 

In  CQiinoi]| 

PhiladelpUa,  June  4, 1784. 
Sir, 

We  should  ha^  done  otirsehres  the  honor  of  answering  serenl 
days  ago  your  letter  of  the  28th  of  last  month,'*'  if  it  bad  not  been 
for  the  cironmstanoes  in  which  the  afiair  has  been  lately  inyolTod  by 
the  interposition  of  the  judicial  authority ;  and  the  unhappy  cYeift 
that  has  taken  place  in  consequence  of  this  interposition,  renden  it, 
we  apprehend,  now  unnecessary  for  us  to  say  any  thing  upon  the 
point  mentioned  in  that  letter. 

The  sheriff  had  conducted  the  offender  from  the  common  gaol  to 
the  boose  of  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  in  order  to  mn  en<||iiii7 
and  decision  by  the  Judge,  whether  Bail  was. in  this  case  admissible^ 
and  as  he  was  carrying  him  back  to  prison,  he  in  a  very  artful  mm- 
ner  made  his  escape,  and  conceals  himself  so  that  he  has  not  beea 
yet  seised  aeaitt.  Upon  receiving  information  hereof,  we  immedi- 
ately directed  the  Attorney  General  to  take  proper  meaanree  in 
prosecuting  any  persons  concerned  therein ;  haVe  ordered  tbe  4e|io- 
sitionsf  of  the  sheriff  and  other  witnesses  to  be  taken,  tespeotafflb 
same ;  and  have  issued  a  proclamation!  offering  a  rewsm  cslWe 
Hundred  DoUara,  aeoording  to  the  recommendation  of  Oepgreas»  aai 
a  further  reward  of  a  like  sum  for  apprehending  and  aeearing  the 
criminal.  .  Ab  soon  as  the  above  mentioned  depositions  oone  to  om 
hands  they  shall  be  communicated,  and  we  believe  they  will  nlbte- 
torily  prove  that  there  was  no  kind  of  eoUnrion  between  any  ofiesr 
of  tbu  Stats  and  the  offender.  Yet,  in  whatever  manner  tkis  es- 
cape has  been  effected,  we  cannot  but  be  extremely  coneemed  fthst 
it  has  interrupted,  at  least  for  some  timej  our  endeavors:  to  ^ve  the 
law  of  nations  duly  asserted. 

The  subsequent  measures  which  we  have  adopted,  will,  we  doobl 
not,  be  considered  as  correspondent  to  our  uniform  proeeedinp 
through  every  stage  of  this  busiDess  for  the  attainment  of  a  just 
reparation. 

Pcrfectlyconvinced,  Sir,of  your  disposition  to  cultivate  the  Amity 
so  happily  subsisting  between  His  Most  Christian  Majesty  and  these 
States,,  we  are  assured  that  a  truly  friendly  regard  will  be  had  for 

*  See  Col  Reo.,  VoL  XIV.,  p.  121,  Also  see  p.  478,  of  this  Vol 
f  See  Archives,  Vol.  X.,jtt.  2.71-^74,  ZU. 
t  flee  Col  Reo.,  Vol.  XIV .» i^.  \^^- 
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T  resolations  and  measures  upon  this  extraordinary  occasion,  and 
at  the  magnanimity  of  your  Soveteign  will  justify  the  most  &Yor- 
•le  oonstruotion  upon  our  efforts. 

With  great  esteem.  Sir,  I  hayo  the  honor  to  be 

your  most  obedient  &  most  humble  servant, 

JOHN  DICKINSON* 

[Letter  Book,  Vol.  II.,  p.  112.] 


No.  26. 

iOBBTAaT  or  Gonobiss  to  Committee  of  the  States,  1784. 

Committee  of  the  States. 

June  4th,  1784. 
On  a  report  of  a  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  tho 
vnty-eighth  of  Mayf  from  the  Supreme  Executive  Couneil  of  Penn- 
iTtnia,  ai)d  on  motion  of  the  Delegates  of  the  State,  Resolved, 
M  Supreme  Executive  Council  be  acquainted  that  Congress  having 
«li  DOtified  by  the  Minister  of  Ilis  Most  Christian  Majesty  of  tho 
olation  of  tho  Law  of  Nations  committed  by  a  subject  of  his  said 
i^jeaty  in  assaulting  Mr.  De  Marbois,  Consul  General  and  Secre- 
ij  to  the  said  Legation,  have  judged  it  proper  to  request  tho 
Kteatives  of  the  several  States  of  the  Union,  to  issue  their  proola- 
ations  offering  a  Keward  to  any  person  who  shall  discover  the 
BMider,  so  that  he  might  be  apprehended  and  brought  to  condign 
miahment  That  by  the  Proceedings  which  have  already  been 
rmrded  to  them,  the  President  and  Council  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
l^ania  will  find  that  the  measures  pursued  by  them  perfectly  coin- 
la  with  those  recommended  by  Congress.  That  the  Exertions  of 
6  President  and  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pcnn- 
trania  to  maintain  the  dignity  of  the  United  States,  to  preserve 
a  pablic  Bcpoee,  and  to  assert  the  Law  of  Nations,  meet  the  full 
yrobatioa  of  the  Committee  of  the  States,  and  that  it  is  with 
Igylar  pleasure  they  receive  this  fresh  instance  of  the  entire  Regard 
the  President  and  Couneil  of  tho  Stato  of  Pennsylvania  for  tho 
ipieaentatives  of  the  sovereignty  of  this  Union. 

CHA.  THOMSON, 

Secretary. 
[Letter  Book,  Vol.  I.,  p.  209.] 

*  8o€  Vol  X.,  p.  277. 
f  See  page  472. 
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No.  27. 
Judges  or  SapaEMs  Court  to  Pres.  Dickinson — ^Lono- 

OHAMPSy  1784. 

Judges  of  Supreme  Gonrt,  to  His  Excellenoj  John  DickineoD, 
Esq.;  President. 

Beading^  Jnne  7tb;  1784. 
Sir, 

Wo  had  the  honor  of  receiving  yonr  Excellency's  letter  of  25th, 
May,"*"  on  the  3d  instant,  at  Sanbury,  and  your  letter  of  the  20th 
on  the  day  following,  and  this  day  we  received  your  letter  of  the 
second  instantf  at  this  place ;  that  of  the  22d  of  May  did  not  come 
to  hand. 

Inclosed  herewith,  yon  will  receive  onr  present  opinion,  respecting 
the  demand  of  his  Excellency  the  Minister  plenipotentiary  of 
France,  of  the  person  of  de  Longchamps.  We  wish,  it  could  have 
been  such,  as  would  have  met  his  wislies,  but  we  flatter  ourselves  he 
will  have  confidence  in  the  Justice  of  the  State,  when  he  reflects, 
that  its  principal  officers  have  a  most  cordial  attachment  to  his 
nation  and  a  very  particular  Regard  for  himself  and  Mr.  De  Mar- 
bois,  we  have  issued  a  precept  for  holding  a  Court  of  Oyer  and 
Terminer  at  Philadelphia  on  the  24th  instant,  it  was  originally  re- 
turnable on  the  twenty  eight,  but  agreeable  to  your  desirei  we  have 
made  it  returnable  on  the  shortest  day  practicable. 

Amon^  a  yariety  of  other  Prisoners  at  Snnbury,  forty-fiys  parsons 
were  indicted  for  a  riot,  assault  and  false  imprisonment  of  diTsra  In- 
habitants formerly  of  Connecticut,  and  five  officers  of  the  Gknrisoii 
at  Wyoming  for  a  Rescue.  We  wish  most  sincerely,  there  was  no 
cause  of  censure  of  the  officers  there,  both  civil  and  military.  Bveiy 
thing  has  been  done  by  us  for  preserving  the  public  Tranqoility  in 
that  county  that  we  could  think  of,  and  we  are  induced  to  believe, 
that  the  measures  pursued  will  answer  the  Ends  designed. 

It  was  concluded  to  be  unnecessary  to  send  an  Express  from 
Sunbury  through  this  Borough  to  Philadelphia,  as  we  set  off  fbr 
this  Plaoe  on  Saturday,  and  arrived  here  early  this  morning.  The 
Bearer  of  our  dispatches  is  te  be  paid  Three  pounds,  seven  shillings 
and  six  pence  for  the  Journey,  Council  will  be  pleased  to  order  eay- 
ment  of  that  sum,  and  some  addition  if  he  should  be  detained  vj 
them. 

We  rest  assured  that  the  Council  will  be  pleased,  to  jotn  wiA 
your  Excellency  in  making  allowances  for  our  absence  from  Books, 
our  divided  attention  occasioned  by  other  public  Business,  and  onr 
situation  in  every  respect.  There  have  been  several  prosecutions  in 
England  for  Infractions  of  the  law  of  Nations,  which  in  some  degree 

*  See  page  4A7.  \  ^^  ^%i^  ^^. 
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slMWfl,  tbat  Che  offenoes  of  this  kind  are  considered  as  done  against 
the  State  where  they  were  eommitted,  and  we  do  not  find  that  anj 
•OBplaint  was  made  to  his  Soverefsn  by  the  Goont  do  Ouerchyi 
Ambassador  from  France  to  the  British  Oonrt,  on  acconnt  of  his 
beinff  indicted  in  1764  for  a  coDspiracy  to  take  away  the  life  of 
the  uheralier  W  Eon. — ^The  prosecution  ended  by  a  nolle  prosequi 
entered  by  the  Attorney  General  after  a  solemn  Argument. 

We  beg  you  will  make  our  best  complimeuts  to  the  Honorable 
the  Gouncili  and  that  yon  will  believe  ns  to  be^  with  a  most  sincere 
•ttachmeoty 

Yonr  Excellency  most  obedient  humble  serTants, 
THOMAS  MoKEAN, 
WILLM.  ATLEE, 
JACOB  RUSH. 
P.  S.  Bo  so  kind  as  to  forward  the  precept  to  the  Sheriff. 

[Letter  Book,  Vol.  I.,  p.  189.1 
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Case. 

The  Honorable  Francis  Barbe  do  Marbois  CodsuI  General  of 
France,  and  Secretary  to  the  Embassy  from  that  Kingdom  to  the 
United  States  of  America,  was  assaulted  and  stricken  with  a  cane  in 
a  pablio  street  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia  by  a  Frenchman  calling 
himself  and  known  by  the  Name  of  the  Chevalier  Charles  Jnlien  de 
Longchamps,  of  which  Mr.  Marbois  on  the  Nineteenth  May  last 
made  oath'*'  before  a  magistrate  and  also  required  the  surety  of  the 
Ptece.  The  honorable  Judge  Bryan  thereupon  issued  his  precept 
on  the  twenty  first  and  caused  the  said  Longchamp  to  be  arrested, 
and  on  the  twenty  second  took  his  Recognizance^  himself  in  a 
thousand  Pounds,  with  two  sufficient  sureties  in  five  hundred 
Pounds  eaoh,  to  appear  and  answer  for  said  offence  at  the  next 
Court  of  Oyer  &  Terminer,  and  to  keep  the  Peace  &c.,  in  the  mean- 
time, and  tben  issued  -a  supercedeas  to  all  warrants  touching  the 
E remises.  On  the  19th  May,  His  Excellency  the  Chevalier  de  la 
inieme.  Minister  of  France  formally  requested  in  writing  his 
Excellency  John  Dickinson  Esquire,  President  of  the  State  that  the 
aforesaid  Longchamps  be  seiied  and  delivered  up  to  him  to  be  sent 
to  France,  as  a  person  who  wears  the  uniform  of  a  French  Regi- 
ment and  calls  himself  a  French  Officer.  He  has  resided  in  Phila« 
delphia  about  eight  months  and  has  been  some  time  married  to  Sk 
young  woman  who  owns  some  Houses  there. 

*  See  page,  462,  471. 
21* 
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Heroupon  tbe  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pena- 
Bjlvauia  propose  the  two  following  questions  to  the  Judges  thereof. 

Isti  Whether,  under  all  the  Ciroumstancea  of  this  Case  tbe  aakl 
Council  can  legally  seize  the  offender  and  imprison  him,  'tall  kit 
trial  or  for  a  shorter  period  f 

2d.  Whether,  under  all  the  circumstances  of  this  case  thej  can 
legally  deliver  him  to  the  minister  of  Franoci  aoeording  to  the  eUim 
made  by  him. 

Answer  of  the  Judges. 

Wc  have  considered  tbe  questions  above  proposed,  as  fully  as  our 
situation  at  Sunbury  on  the  Circuit  (being  constantly  interrupted 
with  other  business,  and  without  Books)  and  the  Expedition  ex- 
pected from  us  will  permit,  and  are  at  present  of  opinion. 

Ist,  That  Council  cannot  by  the  Laws  of  this  State  detain  him 
in  prison  till  his  Trial,  or  for  a  shorter  period,  after  he  haa  been 
bailed  on  a  habeas  corpus,  whether  he  be  considered  as  a  citizen  of 
the  State  or  an  alien  only,  friendly  aliens  owe  a  local  and  tem- 
porary allegiance  to  the  commonwealth,  and  in  Return  are  entitled 
to  the  protection  and  Benefit  of  the  Laws. 

2dly,  That  they  cannot  legally  deliver  him  up  to  the  minister  of 
France  according  to  the  claim  made  by  him.  Mp.  de  Marbois  is  a 
public  character  of  great  importance  and  entitled  to  a  great  Respect 
but  he  does  not  appear  to  us  to  be  a  public  minister,  representing  the 
person  of  his  Sovereign  (a  Pro  RexJ  and  if  he  were,  we  know  of  no 
instance  within  the  present  century,  where  an  offender  like  the 
present,  was  sent  to  the  Country  of  tbe  public  minister  for  punish* 
ment.  The  Czar  Peter  did  not  demand  the  persons  who  arrested 
his  ambassador,  to  be  delivered  up  to  him — and  the  Cheindkr 
jy  Eon,  a  Frenchman,  was  tried  and  punished  in  England  for  a 
scandalous  and  infamous  Libel  upon  the  Count  de  Quercby,  Em- 
bassador from  France  at  the  British  Court  in  1764.  The  Praotioe 
of  nations  appears  to  us  to  be  an  appeal  to  the  Justice  of  the  Countiy 
where  insults  and  Injuries  have  been  offered  to  the  public  ministers 
of  all  Ranks.  There  is  no  doubt  but  the  Consular  power  may 
extend  to  cases  of  this  kind,  between  subjects  of  the  same  Sovereign 
by  a  particular  convention  or  Treaty,  but  we  have  not  heard  of  any 
such  between  His  most  christian  majesty  and  the  United  States. 

THO.  McKEAN. 
WILM.  ATLEE, 
JACOB  RUSH. 

[Letter  Book,  VoL  I,  p.  190.] 
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No.  29. 

MnafixxR  ov  Erajicb  to  Pbxsidxnt  Diokin^k— LaMOOEAifPflL 

1784. 

To  Hia  Szedlenoy,  the  Prandent. 

PhiladelpliiA,  JoBo  10, 1784. 
Sir, 

The  Chevalier  d' Anmonrs,  CodsqL  of  His  Majesty  to  Oe  States  of 
Marjlaod  and  Yirginiay  is  arrived  here  at  my  Request,  to  ipeeive 
the  charges  and  depositions  against  Charles  Julien  Longohamps.  He 
will  also  hear  the  prisoner  in  his  defence,  and  commnnlcate  to  him 
the  Char^  broap;ht  against  him,  in  order  thkt  he  may  make  hb  ob- 
jections, if  he  has  any.  I  desire  yon  will  be  ao  obliging  as  to  give 
directions  for  the  admission  of  the  Chevalier  d'  Anmours  at  the  Qaol 
where  the  prisoner  is  detained. 

Will  you  be  so  kind,  Sir,  as  to  return  to  me  the  letter  of  the 
President  of  Congress,  with  the  proclamation  of  that  Assembly, 
dated  20ih  of  May  ?  When  Mr.  de  Marbois.communicated  them,  the 
shortness  of  the  time  did  not  allow  him  to  have  any  Copy  taken ; 
they  are  now  essential  to  us. 

With  great  respect,  Sir, 

your  very  humble  and  obed.  servt., 

LB  CHEVALIER  DE  LA  LUZERNE. 
[Letter  Book,  Vol.  I.,  p.  194. 
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Minister  of  France  to  President  Dickinson — ^Lonochamps, 

1784. 

To  His  Excellency,  the  President. 

Philadelphia,  June  14, 1784. 
Sir, 

Being  ready  to  leave  this  Continent,  I  must  remind  your  Exeel- 
lenoy  of  my  former  Requisitions,  relating  to  the  crimes  eommitted 
by  Longchamps.  You  have  declared  to  me  in  several  writings  and 
by  word  of  mouth,  a  firm  Resolution  to  give  a  satisfaction  propor- 
tionable to  the  greatness  of  the  offence  against  the  Law  of  Nation^ 
I  entirely  depend  and  expect  that  whilst  this  satisfaction  is  in  the 
power  of  the  State,  the  necessary  measures  will  be  taken  to  preserve 
the  Union  and  good  Understanding  between  the  K\nf^SAk^\^^\^\i\VA^ 
States.    The  Congreag  bare  made  known  ibeir  IxitAuV^oT^  qti  >^>sk 
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snbjeot,  and  I  will  hasten,  at  m j  arrival  in  France,  to  announce  to 
my  Court  that  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  but  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennaylvaok  will  shew  the  same  Beapect  fot  Jnatioe  and  tk«  La«i 
of  Natibng. 

In  the  persuasion  that  Longchamps  would  be  given  up  to  my  dis- 
posal, I  caused  proeeedinga  to  be  begun  acoording  to  the  Consdaiy 
Forms.  I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  copies  of  the  process  com- 
pared and  certified  by  me,  and  to  give  you  notice  that  several  Wit- 
nesses who  have  deposed  in  this  information^  leave  this  city  and 
county  on  the  twentieth  of  this  month. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  with  respectful  attachment  8ir| 
your  Ezcellenc/s  most  humble  ft  obedient  servant, 
LE  CHEVALIER  DE  LA  LDZERNE. 
[Letter  Book,  Yd.  L,  p.  195.] 
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pRESiDKNT  Dickinson    to   thx    Jubois   of    thx   Suprekb 
Court.— Longchamps,  1784. 

To  the  Honorablci  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Coari 

In  Council, 

Phnaddphia,  June  26, 1784. 
Gentlemen, 

Being  informed  by  the  Attorney  General  that  the  offences  of 
Charles  Julien  Longchamps  in  violation  of  the  Law  of  Nations  are 
ascertained  and  verified  by  the  verdict  of  a  Jury,  we  think  it  our 
indispensable  duty  to  the  Commonwealth,  in  this  stage  of  the  busi- 
ness, again  to  address  you  on  this  very  important  affair. 

We  now  inclose  a  letter  of  the  nineteenth  of  May  from  the  late 
Minister  of  France,  requiring  the  offender  to  be  sent  to  that  king- 
dom. "*"  This  demand  has  been  frequently  and  earnestly  repeated. 
The  Case  is  fully  stated  in  that  letter,  and  we  understand  that  the 
Truth  of  the  material  circumstances  so  stated  has  been  established 
upon  the  TriaL  The  Law  of  Nations  making  part  of  our  Common 
I^iw,  and  we  extremely  desirous  that  ample  reparation  should  be 
made  for  the  late  outrages  committed  within  this  State,  it  will  be 
necessary,  before  any  other  step  is  taken,  to  oonsider  what  the  IaW 
of  Nations  requires  in  similar  oases. 

This  affiur  much  concerns  the  honor  and  welfare  of  the  United 
States  in  general  and  of  this  State  in  particular,  and  will  be  can* 
vassed. 

We  therefore  wish  that  you,  Gentlemen,  would  be  pleased  to  take 
into  mature  consideration,  and  in  the  moat  solemn  manner  to  deto^ 
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Dine — Vintf  whether  Oharlet  Jalien  Longohampe  etn  be  legilly 
Uivered  op  hj  Coanoil  aooording  to  the  elum  made  by  the  hte 
Hiniater  of  Franee. 

Beeondly,  If  he  cannot  be  thna  deliTored  np^  whether  his  oAeneee 
a  Tiolation  of  the  Law  of  Nationa  being  now  asoertained  and  Teri- 
iod  aooording  to  the  Laws  of  this  Commonwealth,  he  ought  not  be 
npriaoned  until  his  Moot  Chriatian  Majesty  shall  deolare  that  the 
Eteparation  is  satisfkctory.  Thirdly,  if  he  can  be  thos  imprisoned^ 
rhether  any  legal  aot  can  be  done  by  Council  for  causing  him  to  be 
o  ifliprisoned. 

I  am  with  the  greatest  Esteem,  (Gentlemen, 

your  most  obed.  and  most  humble  senrant, 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
[Letter  Book,  Vol.  IL,  p.  114.] 
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''  Case  stated,  on  which  tho  opinion  of  the  Judges  is  requested  by 
lis  Excellency  the  President,  &  the  Honorable  Supreme  Executive 
Council  of  PennsylTsnia. 

<'  Charles  Julian  de  Longchamps,  on  the  17th  May,  1784,  unlaw- 
nlly  and  insolently  threatened  and  menaced  bodily  harm  and  violence 
o  the  person  of  the  IIoDourable  Francis  Barbe  de  Marbois,  Secre- 
iary  to  the  Legation  from  France,  and  Consul  General  of  France  to 
he  United  States  of  America,  in  the  mansion  House  of  the  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  of  France;  and  on  the  19th  day  of  the  same 
nonth  committed  an  assault  and  Battery,  in  a  public  street  in  Phila- 
lelphia,  upon  the  said  Francis;  For  both  which  o£Fences  he  was 
irrcsted,  imprisoned,  indicted  by  the  Grand  Jury,  tried  &  convicted 
)y  the  petty  Jury  in  a  Court  of  Oyer  &  Terminer  and  General  Gaol 
lelivery,  held  by  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Pcnnsyl- 
rania  at  Philadelphia,  for  the  City  and  County  of  Philadelphia, 
m  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  June  following.  Upon  the  trial  it 
ippeared  in  evidence  that  the  defendant  was  a  Frenchman,  had 
irrived  in  the  State  of  Pennsa.  between  seven  &  eight  months 
wfore  the  outrage;  had  married,  and  on  the  18th  day  of  May 
lath  taken  the  Oath  of  Allegiance  to  the  Commonwealth,  that 
16  had  borne  a  Commission  of  Sub-Lieutenant  of  Horse  in  the 
^rmy  of  France,  and  had  got  the  order  of  Chevalier  St.  Philip  in  a 
nrincipality  in  Germany,  and  that  tho  offences  for  which  he  was  in- 
licted  were  committed  without  the  least  provocation.  When  tho 
Defenoant  was  first  apprehended  and  put  in  prison,  the  Minister  of 
France,  in  a  memorial,  dated  the  19th  day  of  May,  and  presented  to 
lis  Excellency,  John  Dickinson,  Esquire,  President  &  Commander  ia 
Jhief  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  complained  oi  l\x«  aioT%»^^  ^x- 
leas  and  aotnge  aa  a  violation  at  the  Law  of  ^ati(mB,«ni3L  ^croDAsAL^ 
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him  as  a  Frenohman  who  appelved  in  his  Hotue  in  uniform  «f  i 
French  Eegimeoty  &  called  himself  an  Officer  in  the  Trooi»  of  bii 
Majentj,  to  be  delivered  up  to  himi  to  be  seui  to  Franoe ;  of  wUA 
the  Judges  then  on  the  oirouil  were  immediaielj  informed  bj  Ex- 
press. After  the  verdict,  finding  the  defendant  guilty  of  bou  tbs 
offences  whereof  he  was  charged,  and  before  the  day  fixed  by  tbs 
Judges  for  passing  sentence,  William  Bradford,  Junr.,  Esquire,  At* 
tomey  Qeneral|  informed  the  President .  and  Supreme  Axaeutiie 
Council  of  the  situation  of  the  business  in  Court,  who  theraapsB, 
viz.,  the  26th  day  of  Juue,  wrote  to  the  Judges,  reminding  thcsi  of 
the  aforesaid  demand  of  the  Minister  of  France,  ft  aoquaiating  them 
that  the  said  demands  had  been  frequently  and  earnestly  repeated, 
and  that  they  were  informed  by  the  Attorney  Greneral  that  the  troth 
of  the  material  circumstances  stated  by  the  Minister  had  been  estab- 
lished on  the  Trial.  The  Conuoil  therefore  wished  that  the  Judges 
would  be  pleased  to  take  into  mature,  consideration,  and  in  the  most 
solemn  mauner  to  determine. 

First.  Whether  Charles  Julien  de  Lougchamps  can  be  legally 
delivered  up  by  Council,  according  to  the  claim  made  by  the  late 
Minister  of  France  ? 

Secondly.  If  be  cannot  be  thus  delivered  up,  whether  his  offences 
in  violation  of  the  Law  of  Nations  being  now  ascertained  and  verified 
accordiog  to  the  Laws  of  this  Commonwealth,  he  ought  not  to  be 
imprisoned  until  his  most  Christian  Migesty  shall  declare  that  the 
Beparation  is  satisfactory  ? 

Thirdly.  If  he  can  be  thus  imprisoned,  whether  any  legal  act  can 
he  done  by  Council  for  causing  him  to  be  so  imprisoned  t 


No.  83. 

Answer  of  the  Judqis.  • 

''  In  compliance  with  the  request  of  his  Excellency  tho  PreaideDt 
&  the  Honourable  tho  Supreme  Executive  Council,  we  postponed 
passing  sentence  upon  Charles  Julien  de  Longchamps  until  we  bad 
maturely  considered  the  three  Questions  above  proposed  for  our  de- 
termination. On  the  tenth  and  twelfth  days  of  July,  the  seversl 
questions  were  argued  before  the  Court  by  five  Counsel,  two  for  the 
affirmative  and  three  on  the  negative  side.  We  have  kept  the 
matter  under  advisement  until  this  day,  and  now  deliver  our  opinion 
thereon. 

1.  And  to  the  first  question,  we  answer.  That  it  is  our  Opinion 
that  in  this  case  Charles  Julien  de  Longchamps  cannot  be  leffally 
delivered  up  by  Council  according  to  the  claim  made  by  the  Minister 
of  Franco.  Thouch  wc  think  that  cases  may  occur  where  CouncU 
oouldj  pro  bono  p\U)lioO|  and  V)  ft«s^Ti^  %Xx^<)^  Q&nders  evading 


PKQTSZI^YANU  AXOHITBS  1784.  481 

p«iibhment|  deliTer  them  np  to  the  Justiod  of  tho  Goantry  to  which 
Uiej  belong,  or  where  the  offenoeB  were  committed. 

2.  Puiishmenta  moat  be  inflicted  in  the  same  oonntrr  where  the 
eriminalB  were  tried  and  convicted,  nnleaa  the  Record  of  the  attainder 
be  remoTed  into  the  Supreme  Couit,  which  may  award  ezecation  in 
the  oonntj  where  it  sita ;  they  must  be  anch  as  the  laws  focpretdy  f^rt* 
aeribe  ;  or  when  no  stated  or  fixed  judgment  is  directed  according  to 
the  hgal  dtaerttion  of  the  Conrt|  but  judgments,  and  be  certain  and 
defimiie  in  all  respects.  Therefore,  we  oondnde  that  the  defendant 
cannot  be  imprisoned  until  his  most  Christian  Majesty  shall  dedara 
that  the  reparation  is  satisfactory. 

8.  The  answer  to  the  last  Question  is  rendered  unnecessary  by 
the  above  answer  to  the  second  one. 

THOMAS  MoKEAN, 
GEORGE  BRTAN. 

Philadelphia,  October  the  sixth,  1784. 

I  was  not  present  at  the  argument  respecting  the  above  questions, 
but  considering  the  questions  as  stated,  concur  with  my  Brethren  in 
opinion. 

WILLIAM  ATLEE. 

[Letter  Book,  Vol.  11.,  p.  272.] 


No.  34. 
Sentencb  of  Lonqohamps,  1784. 

The  following  Paper  was  presented  to  Council  by  the  Honorable 
The  Chief  Justice. 

In  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  and  General  Gaol  delivery  at 
Philadelphia,  Oct.  17, 1784. 


Indictment  for  an  Infraction 

*>  of  the  Laws  of  Nations  and  for  an 

Assault  &  Battery. 


Commowealth  of  Pennsylvania, ' 
vs 
Chevalier  Charles  Julien  de 
Longchomps. 

Sentence  of  the  Court  delivered  by  Chief  Justice  McEean. 
Sir, 

Yon  have  been  indicted  for  unlawfully  and  violently  threatning  and 
menacing  bodly  harm  and  violence  to  the  person  of  the  honorable 
Francis  %arbe  de  Marbois,  Secretary  to  the  Legation  from  Franco 
and  Consul  General  of  France  to  tho  United  States  of  America,  in 
the  mansion  House  of  the  Minister  PlenipoteniiaTy  oi  ¥T^iiCA\  vcA 
for  an  aasaolt  Mad  battery  committed  upon  the  mid  ft^oM^m^  v(A 
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Oonral  in  a  pablio  street  in  the  City.  To  this  Indiotment  yon  haie 
pleaded  that  yon  were  not  guilty;  and  for  Trial  put  yoaraelf  npoi 
the  Oonntry ;  an  nnbiassed  Jary,  npon  a  faur  Trial  and  okar  eri- 
denoe,  have  fonnd  yon  guilty. 

Theee  offenoes  having  been  thns  legally  aseertained  and  lied 
upon  yon,  His  Ezoellenoy  the  Preiiident|  and  the  Honorable  the 
Supreme  Ezecutive  Council,  attentive  to  the  Honor  and  Interest  of 
Ae  State  were  pleased  to  inform  the  Judges  of  this  Goort|  as  tbej 
had  frequently  done  before,  that  the  minister  of  France  had  earnestly 
xepeated  a  demand  that  you,  having  appeared  in  his  house  in  the 
uniform  of  a  French  Regiment,  and  having  called  yourself  an  officer 
in  the  Troops  of  his  Majesty,  should  be  delivered  up  to  him  for 
these  outrages  as  a  Frenchman  to  be  sent  to  France;  and  wished  as 
in  this  stage  of  your  prosecution,  to  take  into  mature  oonsideratioo, 
and  in  the  most  solemn  manner  to  determine. 

1st,  Whether  you  could  be  legally  delivered  m  by  CoaneiI|  se- 
oording  to  the  claim  made  by  the  late  minister  of  France  ? 

2nd,  If  you  could  not  be  thus  legally  delivered  up  whether  your 
offences  in  violation  of  the  law  of  Nations  being  now  ascertained  and 
verified  according  to  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth,  you  ought  not 
to  be  imprisoned,  until  his  most  christian  majesty  shall  declare,  that 
the  Reparation  is  satisfactory. 

And  3dly.  If  you  can  be  thus  imprisoned,  whether  any  legal  Act 
can  be  done  by  Council,  for  causing  you  to  be  so  imprisoned  1 

To  these  Questions  we  have  given  the  following  answers  in  writing. 

<<  In  compliance  with  the  Request  of  his  Excellency  the  Presi- 
"  dent,  and  the  honorable  the  Supreme  Ezecutive  Council,  we  post- 
**  poned  passing  sentence  upon  Charles  Julien  de  Longohamps 
'^  until  we  had  maturely  considered  the  three  questions  above  pro- 
^'  posed  for  our  determination,  on  the  10th  and  12th  days  of  July, 
*^  the  several  questions  were  argued  before  the  Court  by  five  Counsel, 
^  two  for  the  affirmative  and  three  on  the  negative  side,  we  have 
*^  kept  the  matter  under  advisement  until  this  day,  and  now  deliver 
**  our  opinion  thereupon." 

1st,  <'  And  as  to  the  first  Question,  we  answer.  That  it  is  our 
'^  opinion,  that  in  this  case  Charles  Julien  de  Longohsmps  cannot  be 
''  legally  delivered  by  Council,  according  to  the  claim  made  by  the 
'^minister  of  France.  Tho'  we  think  cases  may  occur  where 
"  Council  could  pro  bono  publico,  and  to  prevent  atrocious  offenders 
^'  evading  punishment,  deliver  them  up  to  the  Justice  of  the  Country 
''  to  which  they  belong  or  where  the  offences  were  committed.'' 

2dly  <<  Punishments  must  be  inflicted  in  the  same  county,  where 
'<  the  Criminals  were  tried  and  convicted,  unless  the  Record  of  the 
^^attainter  be  removed  into  the  supreme  Court,  which  may  award 
*^  Execution  in  the  County  where  it  sits ;  they  must  be  such  as  the 
**  laws  expressly  prescribe,  or  where  no  stated  or  fixed  Judgement 
''isdirectodi  according  to  the  legal  discretion  of  the  court;  but 
^^judgmontB  must  be  oeTtaVn  ati^  4^tx\Va  xtit^  t«is^xftj^  ^orefors 
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^*  we  eondado  that  the  defendani  eaDnot  be  imprisoned  UDtil  his 
"  most  Christian  majesty  shall  declare  that  the  Bepresentation  is 
''satisfaotory/' 

Sdljy  '<  The  answer  to  the  last  question  is  rendered  nnnecessary 
u  i^j  the  above  answer  to  the  second  one.'' 

Philadelphia,  October  6, 1781. 

The  foregoing  answers  having  been  given,  it  only  remains  for  tho 
Conrt  to  pronounce  sentence  upon  you.  This  sentence  must  bo 
governed  by  a  due  consideration  of  the  enormity  and  dangerous 
tendency  of  the  offences  you  have  committed,  of  the  wilfulness,  de- 
liberation and  malice  where  with  they  were  done,  of  the  quality  and  de- 
gree of  the  offended  and  offender,  the  provocation  given,  and  all  other 
oiroumstances  which  may  any  way  aggravate  or  extenuate  the  guilt. 

The  first  crime  in  tho  indictment  is  an  infraction  of  the  Laws  of 
nations.  This  Law  in  its  full  extent  is  part  of  the  Law  of  this 
State,  and  is  to  be  collected  from  the  practice  of  the  different  Nations 
and  the  authority  of  writers. 

The  person  of  a  public  minister  is  sacred  &  inviolable,  who  ever 
offers  any  violence  to  him,  not  only  aflfronts  tho  Sovereign  ho  repre- 
sents, but  also  hurts  the  common  safety  and  well  being  of  nations; 
he  is  guilty  of  a  crime  against  the  whole  world. 

All  the  reasons  which  establish  the  Independency  and  inviola- 
bility of  a  minister,  apply  likewise  to  secure  the  immunities  of  his 
House,  It  is  to  be  defended  from  all  outrage ;  it  is  under  a  peculiar 
protection  of  the  laws ;  to  invade  its  freedom  is  a  crime  against  the 
state  and  all  other  nations. 

The  comites  of  a  minister  or  those  of  his  Train  partake  also  of  his 
inviolability.  The  independency  of  a  minister  extends  to  all  his 
household,  these  are  so  connected  with  him  that  they  enjoy  his 
privelegcs  and  follow  his  Fate. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Embassy  has  his  Commission  from  the 
Sovereign  himself;  he  is  the  most  distinguished  character  in  the 
suite  of  a  public  minister,  and  is  in  some  instances  considered,  as  a 
kind  of  a  public  minister  himself.  Is  it  not  then  an  extraordinary 
insult  to  use  threats  of  bodily  harm  to  his  person  in  the  domicil 
of  tho  minister  plenipotentiary  ?  If  this  is  tolerated,  his  Freedom  of 
Conduct  is  taken  away,  the  Business  of  his  Sovereign  cannot  be 
transacted,  and  his  dignity  and  Grandeur  will  be  tarnished. 

You  then  have  been  guilty  of  an  atrocious  violation  of  the  Law  of 
Nations,  you  have  grossly  insulted  Oentlemen,  the  peculiar  objects 
of  this  law ;  Gentlemen  of  amiablo  characters,  and  highly  esteemed 
by  the  Government  of  this  State  in  a  most  wanton  and  unprovoked 
manner ;  and  it  is  become  the  Interest  as  well  as  the  duty  of  Govern- 
ment to  animadvert  upon  your  conduct  with  a  becoming  severity, 
meh  a  severity  as  may  tend  to  reform  yourself,  to  deter  others  from 
the  commission  of  the  like  Crime,  preserve  the  bonoi  ^  W^  ^XaX^ 
and  muntain  PeMoo  witb  oar  great  and  Goo^  al\yi  aiidtib.e^\i<(i^^^^^* 
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A  wroDg  opiDion  bas  been  entertaiDed  conoerning  tbe  ocmdaeft  of 
Lord  Obief  Jnstice  Holt  and  the  Court  of  King's  Bencb  in  England, 
in  the  noted  case  of  tbe  Russian  Ambassador.  They  detuned  the 
offenders  after  oonvietion  in  prison  fVom  term  to  tenn  nntil  the  Gar 
Peter  was  satisfied  without  ever  proeeediug  to  Judgment;  and  from 
this  it  has  been  inferred  that  the  court  doubted  whether  they  ooold 
inflict  any  punishment  for  an  Infraction  of  the  Law  of  Nations.  But 
this  was  not  the  Reason.  The  Court  never  doubted  that  the  Law  of 
Nations  formed  a  part  of  the  Law  of  England,  and  that  a  violation  of 
this  General  Law  oould  be  punished  by  them.  But  no  punishment  kn 
than  death  would  have  been  thought  by  the  Czar  an  adequate  repa- 
ration for  the  Arrest  of  his  Ambassador.  This  Punishment  they 
oould  not  inflict;  and  such  a  sentence  as  they  oould  have  given.  He 
■  might  have  thought  a  fresh  insult ;  another  expedient  was  therefore 
fallen  upon. 

However,  the  Princes  of  the  World  at  this  day  are  more  enlight- 
ened, and  do  not  require  impracticable  or  unreasonable  ReparatuHU 
for  injuries  of  this  kind. 

The  second  offence  charged  in  the  indictment  named  the  Assault 
&  Battery,  needs  no  observations. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  Court,  after  a  most  attentive  oonsideratioD 
of  every  circumstance  in  this  case,  do  award  and  direct  me  to  pro- 
nounce the  following  sentence : 

That  you  pay  a  Fine  of  one  hundred  French  crowns  to  the  Com- 
monwealth, that  you  be  imprisoned  until  the  fourth  day  of  Julj, 
1786,  which  will  make  a  little  more  than  two  years  imprisonment 
in  the  whole ;  that  you  then  give  good  security  to  keep  the  peaee 
and  be  of  good  behaviour  to  all  public  Ministers,  Secretariet  to 
Embassies,  and  Counsuls,  as  well  as  to  all  the  liege  people  of  Pena- 
sylvania  for  the  space  of  seven  years  by  entering  into  a  Recogniianoei 
yourself  in  one  thousand  Pound,  and  two  sureties  in  five  hundred 
pounds  each ;  that  you  pay  the  costs  of  this  Prosecution^  and  remain 
committed  until  this  sentence  is  complied  with.* 

[Letter  Book,  Vol  L,  p.  269-262.] 


No.  86, 
MoNS.  Ba  Marbois  to  Prssident  Diorinson,  1784. 

To  Hifi  Ezcellenoy,  John  Dickinson,  Esq.,  Preadent 

Philadelphia,  29th  December^  1784. 
Sir, 

A  sailor,  a  deserter  from  the  ship  Venus,  which  is  under  French 
oolorS)  and  the  papers  whereof  are  deposited  in  the  Consular  Office, 
1105  complained  to  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  some  ill  treatment  which 


fSKNBTLYANIA  ABOHIVIS  ItSSL  4M 

nji  he  has  received  from  the  mate  of  the  veasel,  a  oonstable  was 
lered  to  arrest  the  Officer,  and  in  fiiot  did  brine  him  before  Mr. 
lao  Howelli  a  Jostioe  of  the  Peace.  That  magistrate  demanded 
Mm  seenrity  to  appear  and  answer  the  charges,  bat  as  it  is 
ibable  that  Mr.  Howell  is  not  informed  that  the  vessel  is  under 
Mich  colors,  I  beg  your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  acquaint 
B  with  this  oircnmstance,  that  he  may  discharge  Mr.  Antoine 
uino  from  his  arrest,  and  as  to  the  difficalty  between  this  officer 
1  his  sailor,  I  shall  take  cognisance  of  it|  either  cause  justice  to 
done  to  the  sailor  if  he  has  been  ill  used^  or  to  have  lum  punished 
a  deserter,  if  he  should  deserve  it 
I  am,  with  respect.  Sir, 
your  Excellenoy'smo.  obedient  ft  mo.'bumb.  servant, 

DK  MARBOIS.* 
[Letter  Book,  Vol.  11.,  p.  286.] 
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No.  1. 

Council  to  Ezekisl  Robins,  1782. 

In  Council, 

Phikdelphia,  Nov.  29, 1782. 

rhe  Council  propose  to  send  to  your  city,  by  pennisdon  of  Sir 
ly  Carlton,  if  such  permission  shall  be  obtained,  a  small  sloop  with 
5  barrels  of  Flour  and  100  Bushels  of  Potatoes,  for  the  relief  of 
awns  of  this  State  who  are  among  the  marine  prisoners  at  New 
rk.  A  part  of  the  flour  it  is  proposed  shall  bo  sold,  and  the  pro- 
se thereof  applied  in  purchasing  clothing  for  those  who  stand  in 
^  of  them,  and  necessaries  for  the  sick,  on  board  the  Hospital 
ip.  The  remaiuder  of  the  flour  and  the  potatoes  to  be  distributed 
ireekly  allowance  as  the  necessity  of  the  case  may  require.  Upon 
[uiring  for  a  suitable  person  to  whose  care  this  business  may 
ely  be  committed,  you  have  been  mentioned  as  a  gentleman  whose 
nanity  would  induce  you  to  conduct  it,  a  reasonable  compensation 
ng  allowed  for  your  trouble.  We  therefore  apply  to  you  to  know 
^ou  will  undertake  it,  and  request  you  will  please  let  us  have  your 
met  by  the  return  of  the  Flag  by  which  this  shall  be  sent. 
I  am  with  due  Regard, 

your  very  humble  servant, 

TIMOTHY  MATLACK, 
rectedy  Secretary. 

To  Mr.  Esekiel  Robins,*  New  York. 

[Letter  Book,  Vol.  II.,  p.  3.] 

^  Bee  Col.  Bee.,  Vol  XIV.,  p.  291. 
See  bis  reply  in  Vol.  IK.,  pp.  675,  677,  76^.  aadVo\.  "SL.,  TO-  I^^V^- 
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No.  2. 

Presidint  Diokinbon  to  Qenxral  Wasbjnoton,  1782. 

In  Coanoil. 

Philada..  November  29, 1782. 
Sir, 

A  memorial  from  CitizeDS  of  PennsylTaniai  who  are  among  the 
Marine  Priflonere  at  New  York,  has  been  laid  before  this  botrd, 
representing  their  distresses  are  very  great,  arising  from  the  want  it 
a  proper  supply  of  food,  as  well  as  of  Olothing ;  another  case  being 
laid  before  the  General  Assembly,  a  sum  of  money  has  been  appro- 
priated to  the  purpose  of  supplying  their  wants,  including  those  who 
are  on  board  the  Hospital  Ship. 

This  the  Council  have  agreed  to  lay  out  in  200  barrels  of  floor, 
and  one  hundred  bushels  of  potatoes,  and  to  send  them  to  New  York 
on  board  the  sloop  Cohanzey,  burthen  about  thirty  Tons,  navigated  bj 
four  men,  and  commanded  by  John  Kemp.  They  propose  to  sell  aptrt 
of  the  flour  there,  and  with  the  produce  to  purchase  clothing  for  tbe 
prboDcrs  who  may  be  in  want,  and  necessaries  for  the  sick ;  the  re- 
mainder of  the  flour  and  the  potatoes  to  be  distributed  among  them 
in  weekly  allowances.  In  order  to  effect  this  we  solicit  your  Kxeel- 
loncy's  interest  with  Sir  Guy  Carlton  to  obtain  a  passport  for  thit 
vessel.  The  advanced  season  of  the  year  will  not  admit  of  any  delay, 
and  the  objeet  is  become  so  interesting  to  humanity  as  to  induce  ofl 
to  make  this  request  as  being  the  most  likely  to  be  siiooessful. 

It  is  proposed  to  commit  this  little  otfrgo  to  the  care  of  Eiekiel 
Robins,  of  New  York,  to  whom  we  beg  you  will  please  to  order  the 
inclosed  letter  to  be  forwarded. 

Your  Excellency's  well  known  benevolence  will  apologise  for  the 
trouble  we  give  you  in  this  business. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  the  most  perfect  esteem  &  regard, 

your  Excellency's  most  obcd.  humble  servt, 
JOHN  DICKINSON. 
DirtcUdf 

His  Excellency,  General  Washington. 

[Letter  Book,  Vol.  II.,  p.  4.] 


iNsntuojcnuB.  to  Oaxtaoi  Joi|ar.KfifP^'l78Sf. ' 

In  Connolly 

Philaaelpliia,  ])eo.  27/178!2. 

y  lOon  u  you  have  reeeiTed  on  Board  Two  fcnndred  Banela  of 
r  and  one  Hundred  Boshele  of  Potatoeey  yon  are  to  prooeed 
diately  to  the  dty  of  New  York  as  a  flag,  nnder  the  proteotion 
M  paases  enclosed  herewith.  The  one  from  Bear  Admiral 
ff  the  other  from  this  board.  .  Ton  are  not  to  ifeermit  i||ny  other 
n  to- go  to  New  Tork  on  board  tbe  do^  mm  year  command 
li  the  fonr  seamen  oxpre8aed,in  the  permit|  and  on  yonr  arriTal 
I  jon  are,  through  the  officers  of  the  Onard  Ship,  to  report 
alPto  Admiral  &gby. 

le  inclosed  letter,  with  your  cargo,  including  the  duMUige,'  yod 
loSdeliTer  to  Mr.  Biekiel  Bobbins,  of  the  City  of  New  Tork, 
mloM  receipt  for  the  same,  k  immediately  return  to  this  oi^.* 
ilMMild  any  accident  have  happened  which  shall  preveftt  Mr. 
im  VBpeiTing  your  cargo,  in  sodi  case  you  are  to  inquire  fbr 
I  «iher  snitaDle  person,  and  in  like  manner  deliver  the  cargo 
kia^oare,  together  with  the  instnotions  diceeted  to  Mr.  Bobbimi, 
li  Ifirsctlons  in  the  disposal  of  it  You  ars  in  all  respects  to 
■el  yourself  according  to  the  Laws  k  usages  of  nations  respeet- 
IHb. 
- '  I  am,  ynth.  due  regard  &  esteem, 

your  most  obed.  servant, 

JOHN  DICKINSON.* 

i-Oaptun  John  Kemp,  commanding  the  schooner  Gohansey. 
[Letter  Book,  Vol  II.,  p.  11.] 


Na  4. 
E^BBBiDsirF  Dio&iNsoN  TO  OoYsaNOB  Habbibon,  1788. 
Phnadelphia,  March,  27th,  1788. 

have  the  Honor  to  inform  you  that  on  the  22d  Instant,  the 
ml  Assembly  of  this  Commonwealth  approved  &  confirmed  the 
lately  run  by  Messrs.  Nevill  &  McClean,  as  the  boundaries  be- 

i  Yoi  IX.,  pp.  674,  677,  766;  Vol.  X.,  p.  21^;   CoU  TUc^.^qVIOCCL 
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tween  this  State  and  that  of  Virginia^  until  the  final  settlement 
thereof  be  obtained. 

I  am^  with  very  great  esteem.  Sir, 

jonr  most  obed.  humble  senrant, 
Directed,  JOHN  DICKINSON. 

His  Ezoellenoy,  Benjamin  Harrison,  Esq.,  Governor  of  VirginiSi 
[Letter  Book,  Vol.  II.,  p.  24.] 


No.  6. 

S£o'r  Abhstbono  to  Comm's  or  TAxiefi  1783. 

Circular, 

Philadelphia,  May  20tb,  1788. 
Gentlemen, 

.  I  have  the  directions  of  Council  to  repeat  their  wishes  and  eom- 
mands,  that  every  possible  ezertion  be  made  in  the  oolleotum  of 
public  Taxes.  This  object,  always  important  to  the  peace,  honor  ft 
happiness  of  the  state,  has  become  doubly  so  by  the  appreaehmg 
dissolution  of  the  Army,  some  immediate  supply  must  be  given  to 
those  brave  deserving  men,  who  have  contributed  eight  yetn 
military  services  to  the  defence  of  their  country,  for  to  send  them 
abroad  into  the  state  needy  &  dissatisfied  may  be  as  dangerous  as  it 
would  certainly  be  unjust  and  dishonorable. 

Foreign  debts  have  also  been  contracted  upon  the  credit  of  the 
depending  Taxes,  should  they  not  be  discharged  with  punctualitj, 
our  National  character  will  be  ruined  for  ever,  and  the  United 
States  will  become  a  proverb  of  weakness  and  dishonesty.  Bot  to 
motives  of  virtue,  gratitude  &  patriotism  I  must  also  add  the  obliip- 
tions  of  Law,  which  can  neither  be  evaded  nor  opposed.  So  sensifij 
are  Council  affected  by  these  considerations  that  should  not  the 
arrears  due  upon  the  class  and  effective  supply  Taxes  be  immediately 
discharged,  they  will  feel  themselves  constrained  to  adopt  a  more 
decisive  line  of  conduct,  and  exert  those  powers,  with  which  they 
are  invested  by  law.  I  have  it  also  in  command  to  express  the  con* 
fidence  of  Council  in  your  personal  diligence  &  their  hopes  tbit 
influenced  by  a  love  of  Justice  &  fidelity  the  good  People  of  your 
County  will  discharge  their  arrears  and  remove  the  necessity  of  tn 
alternative  as  disagreeable  to  Council  as  it  would  be  ruinous  to 
them. 

I  am,  Genf  n,  with  much  respect, 

Yr.  very  humb.  servt., 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG,  Jr. 
Seo'y. 
Circular  Letter  to  ihe  Ocm\mVNAo\i«ca  ^l  ^%:&^  ^'l  ^^  tK^^ol 
Counties.    Letter  Book,  Vo\.  ll.>  ^-  ^^* 
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No.  6. 

Pass.  DioKiNsoir  to  Gov.  Habbisok^  1788. 

In  Coanoil,  July  8d,  1788. 
Sir, 

The  Letter  with  which  your  Excellency  has  honored  me/  ha» 
been  considered  in  Council.  We  have  not  any  knowledge  of  Facta 
that  afford  the  least  foundation  for  the  complaints  that  have  been 
made,  it  having  always  been,  and  now  19  the  intention  of  this 
covemment  to  adhere  to  the  engagements  made  with  your  state. 
If  particular  instances  had  been  mentioned  in  the  complaints,  in- 

Siry  might  have  been  instituted  oonoeminff  the  observation  of  the 
nditions  assented  to  on  both  sides,  but  the  memorialists  seem  to 
have  made  their  charges  in  vague  and  general  expressions.  As  the 
Honor  of  Pennsylvania  requires  the  strictest  attention  to  the  obliga- 
tions of  public  Faith,  we  shall  take  such  measures  as  shall  bo 
judged  most  proper  to  demonstrate  the  purity  of  our  intentions  and 
the  rectitude  of  our  proceedings.  Permit  us  to  add  that  we  hope 
your  Excellency  will  believe  the  complaints  give  no  favorable 
evidence  of  the  regularity  of  their  temper  or  conduct,  by  making 
their  application  in  the  manner  they  have  done  rather  than  to  the 
sUte. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  esteem,  and  the 

sincerest  regaid.  Tour 

Most  obed.  humb.  servt., 

JOHN  DICKINSON, 
Directed^ 
To  His  Excellency,  Benjamin  Harrison,  Esq.,  Gov.  of  Yirg'a. 
[Letter  Book,  Vol.  II.,  p.  44.] 


No.  7. 

Pbes.  Dickinson  to  Gov.  Hareison,  1783. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  20th  Septcm.,  1783. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  to  you  a  resolution  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  28th  of  last  month,f  and  an  appointment  oC  Co\s^- 

*  Bee  Vol  X,  pp.  66,  72.  f  See  Vol,  X.,  p.  ^^. 
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XDissioDers  on  oar  part,*  so  that  I  hope  the  bQBiDesB  of  nmning  tki 
Line  will  be  com  pleated  as  soon  as  the  Datare  of  it  will  permit 
I  am^  with  the  sineerest  esteenii 

Tear  Ezcellencj's  most 

obed't  hamb.  servt, 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
DxrecUdj 
His  Excellency,  Qovemor  Harrison. 

[Letter  Book,  Vol.  II.,  p.  61.] 


No.  8. 

S£G*r  Aemstrong  to  M.  HuffnaglKi  1783. 

Secretary's  Office, 

Philadelphia,  25  September,  1783. 
Sir, 

The  preservation  of  the  Timberf  upon  the  reserved  tract  opposite 
to  Pittsburgh,  has  now  become  a  very  important  object  to  the  state, 
I  have  now  the  directions  of  Conncil  therefore  to  express  their 
wishes  that  such  precautions  for  its  future  security  be  immediatelv 
taken,  as  you  will  think  best  calculated  to  answer  the  purpose.  I 
enclose  a  line  to  General  Irvine  upon  this  subject — requesting  soeh 
military  assistance  as  it  may  be  proper  or  convenient  to  give. 

Your  letter  of  the  18th  July,  16th  August  &  7th  of  September, 
have  all  been  received.  It  gives  me  pleasure  to  add,  that  the  mode 
in  which  you  have  conducted  the  late  inquiry,  meets  the  entire  ap- 
probation of  Council. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  mo.  obed.  servt. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG,  Je. 
Scc'y. 
Directed^ 

Michael  Huffnaglo,  Esq. 

[Letter  Book,  Vol.  II.,  p.  53.] 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XIII.,  p.  686. 

t  SCO  ArcbiveB,  Vol.  X.,  p.  115,  140,  141. 
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No.  9. 

Sic'y  Armstrong  to  Giniral  IrtinX|  1788. 

Seoretary's  office,  September  25, 1783. 
)eftr  General, 

By  a  letter  to  M.  Haffaaglo  which  accompanies  this,  you  will  see 
low  much  it  is  the  object  of  Council  to  preserve  the  lumber  upon 
he  reserved  Tract  opposite  to  Pittsburghi  rrom  abuse  and  destruction, 
though  Council  are  perfectly  assured  of  your  support  upon  this  and 
very  other  occasion,  yet  as  they  cannot  so  entirely  confide  in  the 
erson  who  may  be  appointed  to  succeed  you ;  it  is  their  wish  that 
be  instructions  you  leave  for  the  government  of  the  post  may  be 
>mewhat  directed  to  this  object,  and  that  while  you  continue  per- 
nially  to  command  it,  all  necessary  aid  may  be  given  to  the  exe- 
ntion  of  M.  Huffnagle's  trust. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  much  respect, 

your  obed.  humb.  servt., 

JOHN  ARMSTBONG,  Jr. 
Seo'y. 
Hreeiedj 
General  Irvine,  at  Fort  Pitt. 

[Letter  Book,  Vol.  11.,  p.  53.] 


No.  10. 
President  Dickinson  to  Governor  Harrison,  1784. 

Philadelphia,  4th  Feb'y,  1784. 

Your  letter  of  23d  of  last  July  has  been  received  and  communi- 
ited  to  the  General  Assembly.  Mr.  John  Campbell  has  lately 
resented  a  memorial  to  us,  desiring  to  have  his  and  Colonel  Charles 
imson's  right  completed  in  the  lands  mentioned  in  the  entries,  of 
hich  copies  arc  now  inclosed.  Being  sincerely  desirous  inviolably 
»  observe  the  agreement  between  Virginia  and  this  Commonwealth, 
Te  have  this  day  applied  by  message  to  the  General  Assembly, 
^commending  a  confirmation  of  the  agreement  by  law  &  the  estab- 
shment  of  powers  for  carrying  the  same  with  good  faith  into  exe- 
ition.  That  this  business  may  be  properly  conducted,  we  beg  leavo 
I  rely  upon  the  Government  of  Virginia  for  Transcripts  of  the  laws 
ilative  to  the  subject,  and  for  certificates  respecting  t\iQiSL\x\^«\i>iimV.l 
r  the  documents  produced  bj  Mr,  Campbell  It  ma^  \wi  o^  \m«^  ^ft 
Vol.  XL^22 
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persons  having  similar  claims  if  your  State  would  be  pleased  to  fa^ 
nish  us  with  authenticated  copies  of  all  the  proceedings  in  pablie 
offices  upon  which  thej  are  founded. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

your  Excellency's  most  obedt. 

&  humble  servant, 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
Directedj 
To  His  Excellency,  the  Governor  of  Virginia. 

[Letter  Book,  Vol.  II.,  p.  68.] 


No.  11. 

Prssideni  Diokinson  to  Colonel  Andrew  Pobtxb,  1784. 

Philadelphia,  20th  April,  1784 
Sir, 

By  the  inclosed  Act  of  Council  you  will  perceive  your  appoat* 
ment  as  Commissary  to  attend  the  Commissioners  for  Fanning  the 
Boundary  Lines  between  this  State  and  Virginia,  and  the  nature  ef 
the  duty  entrusted  to  your  care. 

Council  are  persuaded  that  it  will  be  conducted  by  you  with  ill 
possible  attention  &  ceconomy.  If  the  Commissioners  shall  be  of 
opinion  that  any  of  the  Waggons  or  Horses  can  be  spared  withoat 
detriment  to  their  operations,  you  will  be  pleased,  with  their  approba* 
tion  and  consent,  to  dispose  of  them  to  the  most  advantage. 

Should  unforeseen  exigencies  happen  that  may  render  any  expenee 
necessary  which  has  not  been  mentioned,  you  will  please  to  oomplj 
with  the  directions  of  the  Commissioners,  so  that  the  very  importiot 
business  committed  to  them  may  be  perfectly  accomplished. 

A  list  of  the  articles  to  be  purchased  before  you  set  out,  is  en* 
closed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  great  &  sincere  esteem, 

your  mo.  obed.  &  humb.  servt., 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
[Letter  Book,  Vol.  II.,  p.  86.] 


pmraiiiYANiiL  iLBxaavm  iiu^        tm 


No.  12. 

LfSTBucnoiTB  TO   GoiiansflaroifXBB   loa  Mnxxiro  with   tqx 

Indians^  1784. 

To  the  CommiBsioners  for  meetiDg  the  Indians  and  pnrohasing  lands. 

Philadelphia,  20th  April,  1784. 
Gentlemen, 

From  the  Resolution  of  the  Honorable,  the  General  Assembly,  of 
the  twenty  fifth  of  Sentember,*  and  from  an  act  of  twentj-third  of 
Febmaryf  copies  of  wnioh  are  inclosed,  yon  will  so  fully  understand 
the  nature  of  the  business  committed  to  your  management,  that  it 
win  be  unnecessary  for  us  to  say  much  upon  the  subject. 

In  ezecuUng  the  Trust  delegated  to  you,  it  will  be  proper  that 
your  proceedings  should  correspond  with  the  intentions  of  Congress 
and  the  measures  to  be  pursued  by  their  Commissioners,  so  that  the 
object  aimed  at  by  this  Commonwealth  may  be  attained,  and  a  juat 
xe^rd  for  the  foederal  councils  be  at  the  same  time  observed. 

X  ou  will  be  pleased  to  take  notice  that  by  the  Act  passed  the  last 
Sessions  of  the  General  Assembly  ''  for  opening  the  Land  Office,^' 
Ac,  it  is  enacted  that  all  persons  possessed  of  old  Rights,  unsatisfied 
Warrants,  or  other  grants  from  the  late  proprietaries,  be  &  thev  arc 
hereby  confined,  [confirmed  7]  incorporating  the  same  to  the  lands 
already  purchased  from  the  Indians,  and  in  order  to  prevent  disputes 
touching  the  same,  it  is  hereby  enjoined  on  the  Commissioners  a^ 
pointed  for  making  a  further  purchase,  that  they  ascertain  in  their 
segociations  with  the  Indians,  with  the  greatest  possible  precision, 
the  line  between  the  lands  already  purchased  and  those  that  shall  be 
bj  them  purchased.''  In  complying  with  these  directions  of  the 
Aot,  it  appears  to  us  that  besides  the  ntfines  of  places  mentioned  in 
the  description  of  the  line,  the  particular  spot  designated  by  those 
names  should  be  very  accurately  ascertained,  wherever  a  question 
could  otherwise  arise,  what  were  the  places  really  intended. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  sincere  and  great  esteem.  Gentlemen, 

your  most  obedient  &  humble  servant, 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 

[Letter  Book^VoL  U.,  p.  88.] 

♦  SeeVol.  X.,  p.  111. 

t  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  40. 
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No.  18. 

PbI8.  DkOLBISON  to  DxLIOATIS  in  OONOTUEBSy  1784. 

To  the  BoDorable  Delegates  of  PenDsjIvania  in  Congress. 

In  Councily 

.  PhUadelphia,  April  27, 1784. ,, 
OentlemeDi 

Inolosed  is  a  eopy  of  a  paper  delivered  to  os  by  Col.  Johnstoi^ 
who  requested  that  we  would  confirm  the  appointment  of  Mq« 
Bowen  and  Captain  Beatty.* 

It  appeared  to  us  to  have  been  the  meaning  of  Congress  in  their 
act  of  the  third  of  last  November,  that  the  Executive  power  rf 
each  State  should  direct  in  what  manner  certificates  should  heft* 
tribnted  and  deposited  and  therefore  we  did  not  choose  in  proceed- 
ing upon  that  act,  to  confirm  a  substitution  of  persons  in  place  <i 
Regimental  Agents. 

However  we  are  perfectly  convinced  that  from  the  dispeml 
situation  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  an  appointment  of  ResimenUl 
Agents  for  the  Pennsylvania  Line  is  impractidable ;  and  £at  it  ii 
necessary  some  other  mode  should  be  established  by  Congress; 
several  circumstances  require  that  this  regulation  should  be  mads 
as  soon  as  possible.  We  have  conversed  with  the  pay-master 
General  upon  this  subject,  and  ho  approves  of  the  appointment  of 
Major  Bowen  and  Captain  Beatty. 

We  therefore  desire  you,  Gentlemen  will  be  pleased  without  hm 
of  time  to  obtain  an  act  of  Congress,  confirming  the  before-mefr 
tioned  appointment,  or  authorizing  some  other  person  to  reoeivo  tbe 
certificates  belonging  to  the  officers  and  soldiery  of  our  line  from  As 
pay-master  General  and  that  it  may  be  transmitted  to  us  by  the 
earliest  opportunity. 

With  the  greatest  Esteem, 

I  am,  Gentlemen,  your  mo. 

obed.  and  humb.  Servant, 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 

[Letter  Book,  Vol.  II.,  p.  90.] 

♦  See  Vol.  X.,  pp.  487,  696,  604,  606. 
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No.  14. 

SLIOATES  IN  GONGBSSB  TO  PbXSIDIIIT  DiOKINBON,  1784. 

To  Bia  Ezcellenoji  John  Diokinsoiii  Eaq. 

ADUtpoIifli  6th  May;  1784. 

I  oompIiaDce  with  the  Desire  of  the  Honorable  the  Sopreme  Ez- 
m  Gonncil,  eommnnioated  to  ns  by  yoor  Excellency^  letter  of 
twenty  seventh  ultimo,  we  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  in- 
id  BeiK>lutionS;  confirming  the  appointment  of  Major  Bowen  and 
din  Beatty  to  act  as  Agents  for  the  late  Pennsylvania  line. 
With  great  Respect| 

we  have  the  honor  to  be 

your  Excellency's  most  obedient 

and  most  hnmble  servants, 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
JOHN  MONTGOMERY, 
EDWARD  HAND. 

[Letter  Book,  Vol.  I.,  p.  164.] 


No.  15. 
Robert  Morris  to  President  of  State,  1784. 
Circular, 
Office  of  Finance,  26th  May,  1784. 

luive  just  now  received  from  Joseph  Pennell  Esq.,  Gommis- 
V  for  adjusting  the  Accoants  of  the  Marine  Department  a 
sr  of  the  twenty-fifth  from  which  an  Extract  is  enclosed.  The 
er  there  mentioned  will  doubtless  have  a  like  operation  on  tho 
net  of  other  Commissioners  of  Acconnts,  and  it  therefore  be- 
S0  my  Duty  to  submit  the  matter  to  the  several  states  that 
9  who  have  complied  with  the  Recommendation  of  Congress, 
have  reason  to  approve  of  such  compliance  and  that  those  who 
omitted  may  be  thus  early  apprized  of  those  necessary  con- 
enoes  which  they  might  otherwise  complain  of  as  partial 
srences. 

With  perfect  Respect, 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

Sir,  your  Excellency's 

Most  obedient  & 

Humble  Servant, 
eieJ,  ROB.  MORRIS.* 

is  Ezoellenoy,  the  President  of  Pensilvania. 

*  From  the  original. 
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No.  16. 

Extract  or  a  Lkttib  fbok  Joseph  Phtnil, 
ABOYS|  1784. 


10 


Extnot  of  «  Letter  from  Joseph  Pennelly  Esq'r,  Gomrn'r,  for  ao- 
connts  of  the  Marine  Department^  dated  25th  May^  1784. 

I  eannot  learn  that  the  States  generally  have  oomplied  with  the 
Becommendation  of  Congress  of  27th  February,  1782,  to  impoww 
the  Commissioners  for  the  Departments  to  recover  "  from  Iodi?idnalS| 
<<  Debts  due  and  Effects  belonging  to  the  United  States."  b  will 
be  answering  but  part  of  the  purpose  of  my  apjwnitmeot  to  go  into 
those  States  who  Have  not  complied  with  the  said  Becommendation 
because  I  shall  there  be  called  upon  by  the  Creditora  witiliout  having  it 
in  my  power  to  bring  the  Debtors  in  this  Department  to  aoeoant^ 
and  I  think  there  is  a  Preference  due  in  the  Settlement  of  aooouBd 
to  the  Citiiens  of  those  States,  who  have  complied  with  the  Beoonh 
mendation  of  Congress. 


No.  17. 

Salxs  of  Lots,  (part  of  the  Barrack  Ground.)  June  5, 

1784. 


Lot  marked  B. 

Michael  Billmeyer, 

1.  John  Leibert, 

2.  Christian  Wurtz, 
8.  Jacob  Shreader, 
4.  William  Sutton, 

6.  Paul  Sturmsels  & 
Engelhart  Minzer 

6.  The  Same, 

7.  John  Growl, 

8.  William  Guiss, 

9.  The  Same, 

10.  Christopher  Bauch^ 

11.  The  Same, 

12.  David  Sbeffer,  jr.. 
18.  The  Same, 

14.  John  Keen, 

15.  John  Keen, 

16.  WiUiam  Will, 


je200 

32. 

Jos.  &  Sam'l  Shober.  £85 

160 

33. 

The  Same, 

65 

150 

E. 

Joseph  Donaldson, 

170 

150 

73. 

John  Knnkcl, 

105 

150 

22. 

Thomas  Bryan, 

75 

140 

23. 

Abraham  Sheridan, 

76     , 

150 

24. 

John  Keen, 

60 

150 

25. 

Christopher  Banch, 

70 

150 

26. 

The  Same, 

75 

155 

27. 

William  Gniss, 

77  10 

145 

28. 

Christian  Wurtz, 

82  10 

150 

29. 

Col.  AUec, 

70 

150 

30. 

Col.  Atlee, 

70 

150 

31. 

Col.  Atlee, 

70 

145 

42. 

Michael  Hilligas, 

76 

145 

155 

3820 

M.  HILLEGAS, 

TENCH  F&ANGISl 

pmrsnnrANiA  abghiveb  its*.         sot 

No.  18. 

Pftis.  Dickinson  to  Gov.  HaebisoN|  1784. 

IsoeUdnoy^  Gov.  Harrison. 

In  Connoil; 

Phikd'a,  Soptem.  15, 1784. 

re  had  the  Honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of  the  Twentj- 
AugoBt,'*'  with  the  inclosares  for  which  we  are  much 
id  hope  that  your  Excellency  will  be  so  good  as  to  forward 
scripts  of  the  other  entries  mentioned  in  yonr  letter, 
be  also  necessary,  that  we  should  have  copies  of  the  Laws 
tate  relative  to  the  subject,  that  we  may  be  enabled  to 
the  merits  of  the  cases  upon  which  applicationB  are  made 
»te  and  the  items  upon  which  such  claims  ooght  to  be 

im,  with  very  great  esteem, 

your  Excellency's  most  obedient 

&  most  humble  servant, 

JOHN  DIOKINSON.t 


No.  19. 


iiONXRS  OF  Indian  Purchase  to  Pres.  Dickinson- 
Erie,  1784- 

subscribers  Commissioners  appointed  by  the  Honorable 
ime  Executive  CouDcil  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  for 
se  of  purchasing  of  the  Indians  tbr  Territory  within  the 
Iged  Limits  of  the  same  state  which  hath  not  heretofore 
based,  do  hereby  promise  and  engage  as  part  of  the  con- 
of  the  same  purchase,  which  is  now  accomplished,  to  de- 
he  six  nations,  or  such  person  or  persons,  as  they. may 
ind  who  shall  as  a  voucher  bring  with  him  or  them,  this 
ition,  Ooods  wares  or  merchandize  of  such  assortment  as 
us  shall  now  direct,  to  the  amount  of  one  thousand  Dollars 

L  X.,  p.  602,  for  this  Letter.^In  Letter  Book«  Vol.  I.»  pp.  281— 
266,  U  the  list  of  entries  made  with  the  Commissioners  under  Act 
^  May,  1779,  in  detail.    Also  Col.  Rec.  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  200. 
'  r  to  this  letter,  Vol.  X.,  p.  608,  and  additional  list  la  Letter  B.^ 
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at  the  PennsylYania  Line  near  Tioga,  on  the  first  day  of  Octoberi 
anno  Domini  1784. 

Witness  present,  SAML.  J.  ATLEB, 

WILLIAM  MACLAY. 
PRANOIS  JOHNSTON. 

Copy  taken  from  and  Compared  with  the  original. 

G.  EVANS,  Secy, 


No.  20. 

PUBOHASE  OF  INDIAN    LaNDS,  1784. 

To  all  people  to  whom  these  Presents  shall  come.  The  Honorthb 
Samuel  John  Atlee,  Esquire,  William  Maclay,  and  Francis 
Johnston,  commissioners,  duly  appointed  by  the  Honorablei  The 
Supreme  Executive  Council,  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  &o.,  send 
Greeting,  Whereas,  the  six  nations,  to  wit.  the  Mohawks,  Oneidas, 
Onandagoes,  Cajugas,  Scnecas  and  Tuscaroras,  have  this  day  sold  to 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  all  that  part  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
heretofor  ennpurchased.  Beginning  at  the  South  side  of  the  Kiver 
Ohio,  where  the  western  Boundary  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
crosses  the  said  River  near  Shingas  Old  Town  at  the  mouth  of 
Beaver  Creek,  and  thence  by  a  due  north  line  to  the  End  of  the 
forty  second,  and  beginning  of  the  forty  third  decrees  of  North  Lati- 
tude, thence  by  a  due  East  line  separating  the  forty  second  and 
forty  third  degrees  of  North  Latitude,  to  the  East  side  of  the  Bast 
Branch  of  the  River  Susquehanna,  thence  by  the  Bounds  of  the 
late  purchase  made  at  Fort  Stanwix  the  fifth  day  of  November  anno 
Domini  one  thousand  Seven  hundred  and  Sixty-Eight  as  follows, 
down  the  said  East  Branch  of  Susquehanna  on  the  East  side  ihend, 
till  it  comes  opposite  to  the  mouth  of  a  creek  called  by  the  IndisBS 
Owandae  and  across  the  River,  and  up  the  said  creek  on  the  umth 
side  thereof  and  along  the  range  of  Hills  called  Burnet's  Hills  by  the 

English  and  by  the  Indians ,  on  the  north  side  of  them  to  the  head 

of  a  creek  which  runs  into  the  West  Branch  of  the  Susquehanna 
which  creek  is  by  the  Indians  called  Tyadaghtan,  but  by  the  PesiH 
sylvanians,  Pine  Creek,  and  down  the  said  creek  on  the  south  side 
thereof,  to  the  said  West  Branch  of  Susquehanna,  then  Grossing  the 
said  River,  and  running  up  the  same,  on  the  south  side  thereof  the 
several  courses,  thereof  to  the  Forks  of  the  same  River  which  lie  nearest 
to  a  place  on  the  River  Ohio,  called  Kittanning  and  from  the  Forks  by 
a  straight  line  to  Kittanning  aforesaid,  and  then  down  the  said 
River  Ohio  by  the  several  Courses  thereof,  to  where  the  Western 
Boands  of  the  said  Stato  ot  PeikXi^^Vv^TA^  <st^^«wA\S^  mnua  Biverat 
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the  place  of  begiDning.  Now  know  ye,  that  notwithstandiDg  the 
Bale  aforesaic^  That  it  is  not  to  bo  understood  that  the  said  Six 
Nations  are  by  the  same  sale  excluded  from  the  privelege  of  hunting 
on  the  said  lands  now  sold,  but  that  on  the  contrary  the  Liberty  of 
hunting  on  the  said  nnimproved  Lands  is  expressly  reserved  to  them. 
In  Testimony  whereof,  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands  and  seals  at 
Fort  SUnwix  the  twenty  third  day  of  October,  1784. 

Witness  present,  SAML.  J.  ATLEE, 

WM.  MACLAY, 

FRANCIS  JOHNSTON. 
•  •  k 

Copy  taken  from  and  compared  with  the  original,  excepting  the 
oooraes  referred  to  which  were  inserted. 

GRIFFTH  EVANS,  Secy  * 

[Letter  Book,  Vol.  L,  p.  321-323.] 


No.  21. 

Obligations  of  the  Commissioners  to  Indians,  1784. 

We  the  Bubscribers,  Commissioners  appointed  to  purchase  of  the 
Indians  the  lato  unpurchased  Territory  within  the  acknowledged 
Umits  of  Pennsylvania  do  promise,  to  deliver  as  soon  as  conveniently 
mi^  bo,  to  Cap.  Aaron  Hill  of  the  Mohawk  Tribe,  and  to  Captun 
O'&le  of  the  Seneca  Tribe  two  good  Rifles  of  neat  workmanship, 
one  for  each  of  them,  the  Rifles  to  be  sent  to  the  new  store  near 
TiofOLj  if  it  should  not  be  convenient  for  the  said  Captain  Aaron  HilL 
or  Captain  O'Bale  to  come  themselves,  the  Rifles  to  be  delivered  to 
the  Bearer  of  this  obligation.  These  Rifles  given  to  them  in  con- 
rideration  of  their  services  at  the  late  purchase.  Witness  our  hands 
this  25th  day  of  October,  1784. 

Witness  present,  SAML.  J.  ATLEE, 

G.  Evans,  WM.  MACLAY, 

James  Dean,  FRANCIS  JOHNSTON. 

Copy  taken  from  and  compared  with  the  original. 

O.  EVANS,  Secy. 

*  See  Pennsylvania  Archiyes,  Vol.  X.,  p.  846. 
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No.  22. 

GOMMISSIONERB  TO  TREAT  WITH  INDIANS  TO  PbES.  DiCKINSOIT. 

1784. 

To  His  Ezoellency^  John  DickinsoD^  President  in  Gonndl. 
Pittsburg,  December  11,  1784. 
^Sir, 

Bj  the  first  opportunity  we  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  Ezed* 
lency  and  Council  of  our  arrival  at  this  place  on  the  6th  instant, 
on  our  way  to  Cayahoga  where  agreeable  to  appointment  wq  met  tht 
Continental  Commissioners. — ^These  Oentlemen,  oonceiying  the 
season  of  the  year,  the  depth  of  the  waters,  and  difficulty  of  Imia- 
portation,  powerful  objections  against  holding  a  Treaty  at  that  place 
— have  sent  Alexander  Lowry  Esq.,  and  Mr.  Boggs  interpreters  to 
the  Indian  Countries  with  a  view  of  inducing  them  to  convene  at 
Fort  Mcintosh.  This  place  in  our  opinion  is  much  more  convenieDt 
for  our  negociations  than  the  former  and  better  calculated  to 
prevent  Expenses  to  the  State. 

We  have  every  Reason  to  suppose  the  Indians  will  meet  ns  there, 
but  should  they  not,  your  Excellency  and  the  Honorable  Connell 
may  be  assured,  we  shall  with  the  utmost  assiduity  proceed  with  the 
commissioners  of  Cou^ress  to  such  place  and  at  any  time  they  shall 
appoint,  being  determined  that  nothing  shall  be  wanting  on  oar  parts 
to  bring  our  negociations  with  the  Western  Indians  to  the  same 
pleasing  Issue,  we  so  happily  effected  with  the  six  confederated 
nations.  Your  Excellency  and  the  Honorable  Council  would  in  all 
probability  facilitate  our  Business  by  inclosing  to  us  the  prooeediogi 
of  the  Commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  the  Southern  Boonda^ 
of  the  State,  particularly  if  they  have  with  certainty  fixed  the  Soata 
west  corner — indeed  this  information  we  expected  to  have  reoeiied 
from  the  commissioners  themselves  but  unfortunately  as  yet  have 
heard  nothing  of  them. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be, 
with  very  great  respect, 
your  Excellency  most  obed. 

&  very  bumble  servants, 
-    SAML.  J.  ATLEE, 
FRANCIS  JOHNSTON. 

[liCtterBook,  Vol.  L,p.  278.] 
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No.  23. 

Comm'bs  of  Yiroinia  and  Mabtlanb  to  Peks.  Diokinbon — 

Internal  NAViOATiONy  1785. 
To  His  Excellency^  John  Dickinsony  Esq. 

Virginia,  Mount  Vernon,  Mar.  28, 1785. 
Sir, 

In  pursnance  of  Instractioos  from  the  Legislatnrea  of  Virginia 
and  Maryland  respeotively  to  us  given  we  beg  leave  to  represent  to 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania  that  it  is  in  contemplation  of  Virginia  & 
Maryland  to  promote  the  clearing  and  extending  the  navigation  of 
Ptatowmack  from  Tide- Water  as  far  as  the  same  may  be  found 
practicable  to  open  a  convenient  Road  from  the  head  of  such  naviga- 
tion to  the  Waters  running  into  Ohio  and  to  render  these  waters 
navigable  as  far  as  may  be  necessary  and  proper:  that  the  said  works 
will  require  great  Expense  which  will  not  bo  re-paid  unless  a  fiee 
use  be  seourMl  to  the  said  states  and  their  oitiaens,  of  the  waters  of 
the  Ohio  and  its  branches  be  secured  so  far  as  the  same  lie  within 
the  limits  of  Pennsylvania  that  no  essential  advantages  will  aoorve 
from  such  works  to  a  considerable  portion  of  the  said  state,  it  is 
thought  reasonable  that  the  Legislature  thereof  should  by  some 
previous  act  engage  that  for  the  encoura^mcnt  of  the  said  works 
all  articles  of  produce  or  merchandiie  which  may  be  conveyed  to  or 
from  either  of  the  said  two  states  through  cither  of  the  said  Rivera 
within  the  limits  of  Pennsylvania  to  or  from  any  place  without  the 
said  limits  shall  pass  throughout  free  from  all  duties  or  tolls  what> 
soever  other  than  such  tolls  as  may  be  established  and  be  neeessarv  for 
reimbursing  expences  incurred  by  the  state  or  its  Citizens  in  olear* 
ing  or  defraying  the  Expense  of  preserving  the  navigation  of  the 
aaid  Rivers;  and  that  no  article  imported  into  the  state  of  Penn- 
sylvania through  the  Channel  or  Channels  or  any  part  thereof  to  be 
opened  as  aforesaid,  and  vended  or  used  within  the  said  state  ahall 
be  subject  to  any  duties  or  imposts  other  than  such  articles  would  be 
subject  to  if  imported  into  the  said  state  through  any  other  channel 
whatsoever. 

We  request,  Sir,  that  you  will  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of 
laying  this  represensation  in  behalf  of  the  two  states,  before  the 
Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  and  that  you  will  communicate  the 
results  to  the  Executives  of  Virginia  &  Maryland.  By  acts  of  tho 
Legislatures  of  Virginia  &  Maryland  for  opening  the  navigation  of 
the  River  Potowmac  above  Tide-water.  The  Citizens  of  the  United 
States  have  tho  same  Rights  of  trading  through  the  said  wators 
that  the  Citizens  of  Virginia  and  Maryland  enjoy,  &  we  have  no 
doubt  but  the  legislature  of  your  state  will  agreeably  lo  VVa&  \imr 
ciple  give  eyerj  cncottragcment  to  meaftutca  nYn&Yi^tc^^  ^t  ^QoKa 
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object  the  interest  and  convenience  of  their  CitiaenB  and  ihoie  of 
the  other  States  in  the  Union. 

We  have  the  Honor  to  be. 

Sir;  your  Exeellencj^s 

most  obed.  servants, 
G.  MASON,  )  Comm're  for 

ALEX  HENDERSON,  J  Virginia. 
DAN'L  ST.  THOMAS  JENIFER,^  n^^^^^  i« 
T.  STONE,  ^S^    ?";** 

SAM'L  CHASE.  j  Maryland 

[Letter  Book,  Vol.  I.,  p.  331.] 


No.  24. 
Oen'l  Wm.  XBvnvi  to  Oen'l  Armstbong,  1786. 

Carlisle,  Jolj  18th|  178S. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  have  been  favonred  with  your  letter  of  the  7th  instanty  aid 
Major  Alexander  received  one  also  by  the  same  hand  from  Mr. 
Lnkins,  in  which  he  informs  him  of  his  nomination  to  the  deprsci^ 
iion  District  &  promises  to  forward  his  Commission  &  inatmotiOBs  ia 
a  few  days — which  have  not  yet  arrived,  and  the  Major  ia  extremely 
anxious  to  proceed,  but  cannot  without  them.  It  woold  tend  mieh 
to  expedite  complcating  the  donation  business  if  in  the  mean  tims 
John  Henderson's  Surveys  were  rejected  by  Conncil,  and  Alexaadar 
appointed  to  lay  off  an  equal  number  in  such  parts  of  the  reaervad 
tracts  for  that  purpose  as  it  can  be  found  without  being  confined  to 
any  particular  district.  If  the  Surveyor  General  has  not  fooad 
my  letter  in  which  I  complained  of  John  Henderson's  Surveys  u 
improper  to  be  accepted — he  has  had  sufficient  verbal  testimony  u 
well  from  me  as  sundry  other  persons  to  justify  his  informing 
Council  that  the  land  is  not  such  as  the  Assembly  intended  the 
troops  should  get,  or  they  could  possibly  think  of  receiving,  par- 
ticularly as  he  surveyed  all  bad  and  left  a  large  quantity  of  good 
within  his  district. 

I  flatter  myself  Council  will  without  hesitation  adopt  meanins 
for  facilitating  this  business  soon  by  which  the  troops  may  yet  get 
their  lots  this  fall,  but  if  on  the  contrary  they  are  obliged  to  ap^y 
again  to  the  Assembly,  (which  I  find  they  are  determined  to  do 
unless  redressed  by  Council,)  another  year  will  be  spent  and  they 
will  hemn  to  think  they  are  never  to  receive  them.  If  something 
has  not  oecn  already  done  in  this  affair,  I  earnestly  beg  the  favoriK 
your  attention  to  it  as  speedily  as  possible. 

I  am,  Dear  Sir,  your  obed.  Servt. 
Directed,  WM.  lEVINB* 

Qoa'l  ArmBtroDg. 

*  From  VVic  ot\^tvt^. 
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No.  26. 

Gsn'l  Wm.  Iryine  to  Pres.  Dickinson— Donation  Lands. 

1785. 

ro  His  Ezoeirj^  John  Dickinson^  Esq. 

Carlisle^  Aagost  17, 1785. 
Sir, 

You  have  herewith  transmitted  my  description  of  the  donation 
inct  of  ooantry,  together  with  a  sketch.  These  will  I  hope  prove 
satisfactory  to  yonr  Excellency  and  the  honorable  the  Council,  and 
iDSwer  the  public  purposes  for  which  they  are  designed. 

I  observed  in  a  former  Letter  that  few  of  the  deputy  surveyors, 
attended  on  my  first  going  into  the  country,  these  agreed  to  post-  • 
pone  the  Business  till  September.  On  my  return  to  Fort  Pitt  after 
mj  Tour,  so  late  as  Julv  I  found  three  of  the  Gentlemen  preparing 
to  set  out  to  survey.  I  did  not  consider  it  my  duty  to  attend  so 
small  a  number  of  them  as  it  would  bo  spending  the  public  mopey 
and  my  own  time  to  little  purpose,  besides  the  Law  gives  me  no 
other  oontrol  over  them  than  to  report  to  the  Surveyor  General  should 
thoy  neglect  or  delav  performing  their  duty.  And  I  find  sundry  of 
ihma  conceive  they  have  not  only  a  right,  but  are  in  some  measure 
obliged  to  survey  the  land,  good  or  bad  as  each  of  them  are  instructed 
to  survey  a  certain  number  of  lots,  for  instance  260  of  different 
descriptions  and  siaes  without  any  regard  to  water,  bottom,  upland  . 
or  any  of  the  usual  modes  observed  in  laying  of  land.  <^  Several  of 
the  districts  has  not  20  lots  of  good  land  in  them,  yet  the  deputies 
are  each  instructed  to  survey  upwards  of  260,  when  others  contain, 
perhaps  double  the  quantity  directed." 

Unless  the  Surveyor  General  alters  his  instruction  materially,  or 
Council,  or  the 'Assembly,  take  order  in  the  premises,  the  whole  end 
designed  will  be  defeated  as  no  man  of  common  understanding  will 
accept  of  pay  for  surveying  such  land. 

I  am  of  opinion  there  is  more  than  sufficient  of  good  land  on  the 
Tract  appropriated  to  answer  the  purpose,  provided  the  Western 
Boundary  Line  of  the  State  strikes  the  west  Branch  of  Beaver 
Creek  as  high  as  is  generally  supposed.  Mr.  MoLane  is  of  opinion 
it  will  cross,  at  least,  sixteen  miles  higher  than  where  his  line  does. 
In  this  case  I  propose  this  alteration  for  the  consideration  of  Council, 
that  the  deputies  be  instructed  to  begin  at  the  west  line  of  the  state 
and  survey  all  the  land  on  the  several  branches  of  Beaver  within 
the  tract,  before  any  other  is  laid  off,  if  this  should  not  prove  suffi- 
cient, then  proceed  to  the  forks  and  upper  branches  of  Tunck  and 
Oil  Creeks  for  the  remainder.  This  mode  will,  I  conceive,  be  better 
for  the  troops  as  their  settlement,  or  vicinity  to  others,  will  be  more 
compact,  consequently  the  land  more  valuable  and  it  will  certainly 
be  more  advantageous  to  the  state,  as  whatever  landa  ol  n^V\^  xciv) 
he  along  the  Biver  and  upper  end  of  the  Tract  V\\\  >)^  t«inrq^  '^^•^ 
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ealled,  to  dispose  of  as  may  be  judged  most  expedient ;  and  notiritli- 
standiDg  the  spots  of  good  Land  are  detached ;  yet  some  of  tbem 
are  of  snob  excellent  quality,  and  so  well  situated  on  aocoont  of 
Water  Carriage,  easy  communication  with  Lake  Erie,  and  so  well 
calculated  for  stock  farms,  that  the  state  may  be  much  benefitted  by 
reserving  them  for  future  disposal. 

This  mode  will  occasion  an  alteration,  perhaps  with  respect  to  the 
nnmber  of  deputies  as  fewer  than  the  present  number  appointed 
would  execute  this  mode  best,  and  four  or  five  would  donbtless  per- 
form the  Business,  provided  they  are  allowed  to  employ  assiataota; 
these  four  or  five  might  have  constant  communication  with  each 
other,  and  act  as  it  were  snperintendants  over  the  aaaistanta,  by 
which  they  could  determine  when  the  number  of  Lota  of  eaen 
class  required  is  done.  I  know  it  may  be  urged  in  opposition  to 
this,  that  sundry  of  these  Gentlemen  have  already  gone  to  eoa- 
nderable  expence  in  equipping  themselves  for  the  busineaa  and  thai 
it  will  be  hard  to  dismiss  them  under  these  circumstanoea.  To  this 
I  answer  that  the  private  advantage  of  two  or  three  men  ooght  nol 
to  be  put  in  competition  with  that  of  as  many  thousands,  particnlariy 
where  the  iuterest  of  the  state  at  largp  is  concerned  also.  I  farther 
answer  that  these  men  may  be  employed  by  the  principals  and  I 
will  venture  to  assert,  that  some  of  them  are  scarce  fit  even  for  this 
subordinate  station,  as  perhaps  the  first  chain  or  compasa  they 
ever  saw  was  purchased  for  this  occasion.  The  number,  however, 
that  I  have  proposed  may  be  found  among  the  Gentlemen  who 
understand  both  Theory  &  Practice  extremely  well  and  are  men  of 
approved  integrity,  and  I  believe  the  state  will  find  their  aceonat 
in  this  or  some  such  mode,  if  they  even  pay  the  trifling  expenee 
these  Gentlemen  have  been  at. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  the  greatest  Respect, 

Sir,  Your  Excellency's  most 

obedient  humble  servant, 

WM.  IRVINB. 


Notes  taken  and  observations  made  [by]  the  Agents  appointed  to 
explore  the  tract  of  country  presented  by  the  state  to  the  late  troops 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Line,  of  the  American  Army. 

In  exploring  the  donation  land,  I  begun  on  the  Line  mn  by  Mr. 
HcLane  between  that  and  the  tracts  appropriated  for  redeeming 
depreciation  certificates  which  he  ascertained  by  a  doe  North  Line 
to  be  near  thirty  miles  from  Fort  Pitt,  and  by  the  Common  eoia* 
putation  along  the  path  leading  from  Fort  Pitt  to  Venango  on  the 
mouth  of  French  Creek,  which  some  affirm  was  actually  measured 
by  the  French  when  they  possessed  that  country.  I  found  it  fortj 
toiice;  East  of  this  path  a\ong  l&i!.  !&.^iliUDA«  LIua  for  fire  or  sis 
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miles,  the  land  is  pretty  level,  well  watered  with  small  springs,  and 
of  tolerable  quality,  but  from  thence  to  the  Alleghany  Kiver  which 
18  about  Twenty-five  miles  due  East,  there  is  no  land  worth  mention- 
ing  fit  for  cultivation;  as  far  as  French  Creek  all  between  the 
Yenango  Path  and  the  Alleghany  there  is  very  little  land  fit  for 
cultivation,  as  it  is  a  continued  chain  of  high  barren  mountains 
except  small  breaches  for  Creeks  and  Rivulets  to  disembogue  them- 
selves into  the  River.    These  have  very  small  bottoms. 

As  I  proceeded  along  the  path  leading  to  French  Creek  about  five 
miles  to  a  Branch  of  Beaver  or  rather  in  this  pUoe  called  Canagh- 
qunese  I  found  the  Land  of  a  mixed  quality,  some  very  strong  and 
broken  with  large  quantities  of  fallen  Chestnut  interspersed  with 
strips  covered  with  Hickory,  lofty  oak,  and  for  under  Wood  or 
Brush,  Dogwood,  Hazel,  &c. ;  along  the  Creek  very  fine  rich  and 
extensive  bottoms  in  general  fit  for  meadows ;  from  hence  to  another 
branch  of  said  Creex  called  Flat  Rock  Creek,  about  ten  miles 
distant,  the  land  is  generally  thin,  stony  and  broken,  loaded,  how- 
ever, with  Chestnut  Timber,  the  greatest  part  of  which  lies  flat  on 
the  earth,  which  renders  it  difficult  travelling — at  the  usual  crossing 
place  on  the  last  named  Creek,  there  is  a  beautiful  fall  over  a  Rock 
ten  or  twelve  feet  high,  at  the  fording  immediately  above  the  fall, 
the  bottom  is  one  entire  Rock,  except  some  small  perforations  which 
is  capacious  enough  to  receive  a  horses  foot  and  leg — it  is  here  about 
forty  yards  wide  and  runs  extremelv  rapid.  From  fiat  Rock  to 
Sandy  Creek  by  Hutcbins  &  Scull  called,  Ljcomie,  is  about  Twenty- 
four  miles ;  on  the  first  twelve  there  are  a  considerable  quantity  of 
tolerable  level  lands  tho'  much  broken  with  large  stony  flats,  on 
which  grows  heavy  burthens  of  Oak,  Beech,  and  Maple,  particularlv 
seven  or  eight  miles  from  the  Creek  there  is  a  plain  or  savannah 
three  or  four  miles  long,  and  at  least  two  wide,  without  anything  to 
obstruct  the  prospect,  except  here  and  there  a  small  grove  of  lofty 
Oaks  or  Sugar  Tree,  on  the  skirts  the  ground  rises  gradually  to  a 
moderate  height  from  which  many  fine  springs  descend,  which  water 
this  fine  Tract  abundantly — along  these  Rivulets  small  but  fine  spots 
of  meadow  may  be  made,  from  hence  the  remaining  twelve  miles  to 
Sandy  Creek  is  a  ridge  or  mountain,  which  divides  the  waters  of  the 
Alleghany,  the  Beaver  and  Ohio,  and  is  from  East  to  West  at  least 
three  times  as  long  as  it  is  Broad — on  the  whole  of  this  there  is 
little  fit  for  cultivation,  yet  some  of  it  is  well  calculated  for  raising 
stock.  But  a  person  must  be  possessed  .of  very  large  Tracts  to 
enable  him  to  do  even  this  to  purpose. 

From  Sandy  to  French  Creek  is  about  seven  or  eight  miles  from 
tho  mouth,  but  it  soon  Forks  into  many  small  runs,  and  is  but  a  few 
miles  from  the  mouth  to  tho  source — there  are  two  or  three  small 
bottoms  only  on  this  Creek — to  French  Creek  is  one  entire  hill,  no 
part  of  which  is  by  any  means  fit  for  cultivation. 

On  the  lower  side,  at  the  mouth  of  French  Greek,  "wU^t^  X-V^'^qiN. 
called  Venango  formerly  stood,  thero  is  three  ox  toxa  \iUTi^^^  %Kc^s9b 
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of  what  18  oommoDly  called  upland  or  dry  bottom,  very  good  land. 
On  the  North  East  side,  about  one  mile  from  the  mouth,  another 
good  bottom  begins  of  four  or  five  hundred  acres,  and  on  the  snmmiti 
of  the  hills  on  the  same  side,  tho'  high,  there  is  a  few  hundred  aeroi 
of  land  fit  for  cultivation — this  is  all  in  this  neighborhood  nearer 
than  the  first  fork  of  the  Creek;  which  is  about  eight  miles  distant 
On  the  Road  leading  from  French  to  Oil  Creek,  within  about  three 
miles  and  a  half  of  Venango,  there  is  a  Bottom  of  fine  land  on  the 
Bank  of  the  AUeshany,  containing  four  or  five  hundred  acres,  there 
is  little  beside  to  Oil  Creek  fit  for  cultivation. 

French  Creek  is  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  wide. 

From  French  to  Oil  Creek  is  about  eight  miles — this  is  not  bud 
down  in  any  map,  notwithstanding  it  is  a  large  stream  not  leas  than 
eighty,  or  perhaps  a  hundred  yards  wide  at  the  mouth,  a  conside- 
rable depth,  both  of  which  it  retains  to  the  first  fork,  which  is  al 
least  twenty  miles  up,  and  I  am  certain  is  as  capable  of  rafting  timber 
or  navigating  l^ge  boats  on  as  French  Creek  in  the  same  seasons  this 
high.  On  tne  North  East  or  upper  side  of  this  creek,  at  the  monthi 
is  four  or  five  hundred  acres  of  good  bottom,  and  about  a  mile  up 
there  is  another  small  bottom  on  the  South  West  side,  which  is  dl 
the  good  land  to  the  first  fork. 

Oil  Creek  has  taken  its  name  from  an  oil  or  bituminous  matter 
being  found  floating  on  the  surface.  Many  cures  are  attributed  to 
this  oil  by  the  natives,  and  lately  by  some  whites,  particularly  Rheu- 
matic pains  and  old  Ulcers ;  it  has  hitherto  been  taken  for  granted 
that  the  water  of  the  Creek  was  impregnated  with  it,  as  it  was  found 
in  so  many  places,  but  I  have  found  this  to  be  an  error,  as  I  ex- 
amined it  carefully  and  found  it  issuing  out  of  two  places  only-^ 
these  two  arc  about  four  hundred  yards  distant  from  [each]  oraer, 
and  on  opposite  sides  of  the  Creek.  It  rises  in  the  bed  of  the  Creek 
at  very  low  water,  in  a  dry  season  I  am  told  it  is  found  without  any 
mixture  of  water,  and  is  pure  oil ;  it  rises,  when  the  creek  is  high, 
from  the  bottom  in  small  globules,  when  these  reach  the  Burfioe 
they  break  and  expand  to  a  surprizing  extent,  and  the  flake  varies 
in  color  as  it  expands ;  at  first  it  appears  yellow  a*.d  purple  only, 
but  as  the  rays  of  the  sun  reach  it  in  more  directions,  tne  colors  ap- 
pear to  multiply  into  a  greater  number  than  can  at  once  be  compre- 
hended. 

From  Oil  Creek  to  Cuskakushing,  an  old  Indian  Town,  is  about 
seventeen  miles — the  whole  of  this  way  is  barren,  high  mountains, 
not  fit  for  cultivation ;  the  mountain  presses  so  close  on  the  River 
that  it  is  almost  impassable,  and  by  no  means  impracticable  when 
the  River  is  high,  then  travellers  cither  on  foot  or  horseback  are 
obliged 'to'asccnd  the  mountain  and  proceed  along  the  summit. 

At  Cusknshing  there  is  a  narrow  bottom  about  two  miles  long, 

good  land,  and  a  very  fine  Island  fifty  or  sixty  acres,  where  the  In- 

diaDH  formerly  planted  "com.    From  Cusknshing  to  another  old 

Indian  Town,  also  on  t\\c  "BaiiVs.  o^  xXv^'Kv^^Kt/vA  tikitwSi  «ix.  miles; 
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this  place  is  culled  CaDenacaii  or  Hickory  Bottom ;  here  is  a  few 
hundred  acres  of  good  land  and  some  small  Islands,  from  hence  to  a 
place  named  by  the  natives  the  Burying  Ground,  from  a  tradition 
thoy  have  that  some  extraordinary  man  was  buried  there  many  hun- 
dred years  ago,  is  about  thirteen  miles ;  most  of  thb  way  is  also  a 
barren  and  'very  high  mountain,  and  you  have  to  travel  greatest 
part  of  the  way  in  the  Bed  of  the  River.  To  Brokenstraw  Creek, 
or  Bockaloons,  from  the  last  named  place  is  about  fourteen 
miles,  here  the  hills  are  not  so  high  or  barren,  and  there  are 
iundry  good  bottoms  along  the  Biver.  About  half  way  there  is 
a  hill  called  by  the  Indians  Paint  Hill,  where  they  find  very 
good  red  oker.  Brokenstraw  is  thirty  yards  wide,  there  is  a  fine 
situation  and  good  bottom  near  the  mouth  on  both  sides,  but  a  little 
way  np  the  creek  large  hills  covered  with  pine  make  their  appear- 
ance. From  Brokenstraw  to  Ganewaso  is  eight  or  nine  miles — here 
IB  a  narrow  bottom,  interspersed  with  goo4  dry  land  and  meadow 
Ground  all  the  way,  and  there  is  a  remarkable  fine  tract  at  the 
month  of  Conewago,  of  a  thousand  or  perhaps  more  acres,  from 
the  whole  of  which  you  command  a  view  up  and  down  the  main 
branch  of  Alleghany,  and  also  up  Conewagoo  a  considerable  distance. 
Conewagoo  is  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  wide,  and  is  navigable 
for  large  boats  up  to  the  head  of  Jadaque  Lake,  which  is  upwards 
of  fifty  miles  from  its  junction  with  the  east  branch  of  the  Biver. 
The  head  Jadaque  Lake  is  said  to  be  only  twelve  miles  from  Lake 
Erie,  where  it  is  also  said  the  French  formerly  had  a  Fort,  and  a 
good  Waggon  Eoad  from  it  to  the  Lake.  Conewagoo  forks  about 
thirty  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  East  Branch,  is  lost  in  a  morass 
where  the  Indians  frequently  carried  their  canoes  across  into  a  large 
creek  called  the  Cateraque,  which  empties  into  the  lake  forty  or  fifty 
miles  above  Niagara. 

This  account  of  the  Branches  of  Conewagoo  I  had  from  my  Guide, 
an  Indian  Chief  of  the  Senecas,  a  native  of  the  place,  and  an  intelli- 
gent white  man,  who  traversed  all  this  country  repeatedly  I  have 
every  reason  to  believe  the  facts  arc  so — tho'  I  do  not  knaw  them 
actually  to  be  so  as  I  went  only  a  small  distance  up  this  creek,  being 
informed  there  is  no  land  fit  for  cultivation  to  the  first  fork  or  to  the 
lower  end  of  Jadaque  Lake,  which*  begins  seven  miles  up  the  West 
Branch,  except  what  Las  already  been  mentioned  at  the  mouth  of 
the  creek,  the  appearance  of  the  country,  in  a  view  taken  from  the 
summit  of  one  of  the  high  hills,  fully  justified  this  Report,  as  nothing 
can  be  seen  but  one  large  chain  of  mountains  towering  above 
another — here,  perhaps,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  insert  the  supposed 
distances  in  a  collected  view — and  First  from  Fort  Pitt  to  Mo' 
Lenesi  40  miles 

To  fourth  branch  of  Canaghqunese,  5 

Rocky,  or  Flat  Rock  Creek,  10 

Sandy  Creek,  ^ 

Frendb  Creek,  % 
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Oil  Greek,  6  miles 

GnskaoushiDg,  17 

Oananacai,  6 

The  Burying  Groundj  18 

Brokenstrair,  14 

Conewagoo,  9 

154 

Deduct  from  Fort  Pitt  to  Mc'Leues  line 
between  the  depreciation  and  donation 
tracts^  40 

Leaves  the  donation  land  to  bo  114  miles  long 

For  the  same  reason  that  I  did  not  proceed  far  up  Gonawtgoo. 
I  returned  the  most  direct  Road  to  the  burying  Oround — here  three 
old  Indian  paths  take  off,  one  to  Gayahaga/on  Lake  Erie,  one  to 
Guskusky,  on  the  west  branch  of  Beaver  Greek,  and  the  third  to  a 
Salt  spring,  higher  up  the  same  branch  of  Beaver — from  henee  I 
crossed  the  chain  of  mountains,  which  runs  along  the  River,  and  in 
travelling  what  I  computed  to  be  about  twenty  five  miles,  reached 
the  first  fork  on  Oil  Greek,  on  Che  most  easterly  Branches  there  are 
vast  quantities  of  white  Pine,  fit  for  masts,  Boards,  &o.  In  this  fork 
is  a  large  Body  of  tolerable  good  land,  tho'  high,  and  along  the  Weal 
Branch  very  rich  and  extensive  Bottoms  fit  for  meadow,  of  the  first 
quality — this  continues  about  fifteen  miles  along  the  creek,  which  is  a 
beautiful  stream,  from  thirty  to  forty  yards  wide,  and  pretty  deep. 
From  the  West  Branch  of  Oil  Greek  I  proceeded  on  a  Westerlv 
oourse,  about  ten  miles  along  a  ridge  which  is  difficult  to  asoen^ 
being  high  and  steep,  but  when  you  get  up  it  is  flat  on  the  aummi^ 
four  or  five  miles  broad,  very  level,  and  fine  sprinss  issue  from  the 
declivity  on  both  sides,  tho  land  heavily  loaded  with  Hickory,  laige 
oak,  maple,  and  very  large  Ghesnut.  From  the  West  End  of  this 
Ridge  several  large  springs  rise,  which  form  the  most  Easterly  branch 
of  French  Greek — there  are  fivo  branches  of  this  Greek,  which  is 
called  Sugar  Greek,  by  Mr.  Hutcbins,  all  of  which  have  fine  Bot- 
toms, excellent  for  meadow  and  pasturage,  but  tho  upland  or  rideei 
between  are  stony,  cold,  moist  and  broken,  chiefly  covered  with 
Beech,  Pine,  and  scrubby  Ghesnut. 

At  the  fork  or  junction  of  Sugar  Greek  with  the  main  or  West 
Branch  of  French  Greek,  (which  is  only  eight  miles  up  from  Ve- 
nango,) there  is  some  fine  plains  or  savannahs,  and  a  large  quantity 
of  meadow  ground — there  are  but  few  bottoms,  and  little  or  no  up- 
land besides  what  is  above  mentioned,  for  twenty  milea  up  this 
branch,  where  there  is  a  considerable  quantity  of  excellent  meadow 
ground,  beside  which  there  is  not  much  good  land  until  you  reach 
LcBerroflf  (Boeuf?) 

i^rom  Venango,  I  returned  alone  the  path  leading  to  Pittsburg  to 
Within  about  seven  miles  oi  ¥\allXwJiiLGt<iOL--^^\\R«k^We8t 
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oonrse  along  a  large  dividitigKidge  already  noticed,  about  ten  miles, 
where  I  stmok  a  branch  of  Canagbquenese,  or  Beaver,  about  thvty 
yards  wide,  and  which  joins  Flat  Rock  before  it  empties  into  the 
main  branch  of  Canaghqnenese— on  this  creek  is  very  fine  and  larger 
bottoms,  and  in  some  places  some  good  npland,  tho^  mnch  broken 
with  high  barren  hills  and  some  deep  morasses.  This  creek  is  not 
laid  down  in  any  map  that  I  have  seen.  After  having  explored  this 
creek  and  Lands  adjacent,  I  proceeded  on  a  Sonth  conrse  till  I  struck 
Mr.  McLene's  line  within  eight  miles  of  the  Great  Beaver  Creek, 
which  I  followed  to  the  Creek ;  all  this  distance  is  very  hilly,  there 
are  some  small  bottoms,  but  the  major  park  of  those  eight  miles  is 
not  fit  for  cultivation. 

From  where  Mr.  McLene's  line  strikes  the  great  or  West  Branch 
of  the  Beaver,  I  continued  exploring  the  country  up  the  several 
western  branches  of  the  Beaver,  vis ,  the  most  Westorly,  and  two 
branches  denominated  the  Shenango.  The  distance  from  the  above 
named  line  to  an  old  Moravian  Town  is  three  or  four  miles,  from 
thence  to  Shenango,  two  and  a  half  or  three  miles ;  thence  to  a  fork 
or  second  branch,  two  miles ;  from  the  mouth  of  Shenango  to  Cus- 
kuskey,  on  the  West  branch,  is  six  or  seven  miles,  but  it  was  for- 
merly all  called  Cuskuskey  by  the  natives  along  this  branch  as  high 
as  the  Salt  spring,  which  is  twenty  five  miles  from  the  mouth  of 
Shenango. 

There  is  such  a  iiimilarity  in  almost  all  the  lands  on  all  the 
branches  of  Beaver  Creek,  that  a  particular  description  of  each  would 
be  mere  [repetition].  I  shall  therefore  only  briefly  observe  that  the 
bottoms  generally  are  the  most  excellent  that  can  bo  woU  imagined, 
and  are  very  extensive — the  upland  is  hilly,  and  some  bad,  but  most 
of  the  hills  are  fertile  and  very  rich  soil — from  the  falls  of  the  Great 
Beaver  up  to  the  head  of  the  West  Branch,  and  twenty  miles  up  the 
Shenango  branch,  is  to  a  considerable  distance  on  either  side  those 
creeks  there  is  little  land  but  may  bo  cultivated,  and  I  believe  no 
country  is  better  watered. 

I  herewith  transmit  a  sketch  of  that  part  of  the  country  only  which 
my  duty  as  Agent  obliged  me  to  explore.  This,  together  with  the 
Bemarks  herein  contained  will,  I  flatter  myself,  give  a  juster  idea  of 
the  tract  than  any  map  yet  published.  Tho'  I  do  not  pretend  to 
nyit  is  correct,  as  the  distances  are  all  supposed,  and  there  are  pro« 
bably  several  omissions  in  this  sketeh,  yet  more  creeks,  hills,  &o., 
are  noticed  than  have  been  before,  and  their  real  courses  and  near 
connection  &  division  by  Hills  &  Ridges  ascertained. 

No  Creek  is  laid  down  or  branch  which  is  not  upwards  of  Twenty 
yards  wide — smaller  runs  are  not  noticed — on  the  whole  I  have  en- 
deavored as  well  in  the  remarks  as  in  the  sketch,'*'  so  far  as  I  have 
gone,  to  answer  the  end  for  which  I  was  appointed  Agent,  as  well 
as  in  my  power.  WM.  IRVINE,  A^eut. 

N.  B.    The  dotted  lines  show  the  several  ooTnaea  Xaksu  Vcl  «i.^^x* 
*  This  sketch  has  not  been  founi. 
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ing  the  ooantry  on  the  aketeh — beside  the  several  offsets  wen  mide 
to  gain  summits  of  Hills  for  the  benefit  of  prospects.  All  the 
Branches  of  Oanaghqaenese,  which  are  six  or  seven  in  numberi  join 
and  form  one  large  Greek  before  it  enters  the  Beaver,  the  joBctioa 
18  about  eleven  miles  above  the  mouth  of  Beaver  from  above  tbo 
fidls,  and  four  below  MoLene's  line.  I  have  been  unavoidahlj 
obliged  to  leave  the  North  and  West  lines  open  in  the  sketchy  u  I 
could  not  do  otherwise  till  these  boundary  lines  are  run ;  this  also 
prevented  my  compleating  the  business,  not  being  able  to  determine 
perhaps  within  several  miles,  where  the  lines  may  run.  I  am  per- 
suaded the  State  of  Pennsylvania  might  reap  great  advantages  bv 
f>aying  early  attention  to  the  very  easy  bcveral  communications  with 
ake  Erie  from  the  Western  parts  of  their  country,  particularly  Cone- 
wagoo;  French  Creek  and  the  West  Branch  of  Beaver,  from  a 
place  <»lled  Mahoning  to  where  it  is  navigable  for  small  craft  is  but 
thirty  miles  to  Cayahuga  Biver,  which  empties  into  the  Lake.  A 
good  Waggon  Road  may  be  made  from  Fort  Pitt  to  the  mouth  of 
French  Creek,  &  all  the  way  from  the  mouth  of  Beaver  to  Cayahuga, 
which  is  not  more  than  80  miles.  The  breadth  of  the  Tract  cannot 
be  ascertained  till  the  Western  Boundary  is  run.  Mr.  McLene  sus- 
pends for  this  reason  extending  his  line  further  West  than  the  Great 
Beaver,  which  he  has  found  to  bo  47  miles  from  the  mouth,  Mogwol- 
bughtitum,  from  this  part  of  Beaver  Creek  it  is  conjectured  the  West 
line  of  the  State  will  run  10  or  12  miles. 

[Letter  Book,  Vol.  I.,  p.  344-60.] 


No.  26. 


Seorxtary  Armbtronq  to  John  Maxwell  Nesbitt,  Esq-j 

1786. 

Secretary's  Office, 

Philadelphia,  October  24, 1786. 
Sir, 

Agreeably  to  an  order  of  Council  of  Saturday  last,  I  have  the 
honor  of  transmitting  to  the  Committee  of  Merchants,  a  Copy  of  a 
letter  from  the  Secretary  for  foreign  affinirs,  inclosing  some  advices 
from  the  Chevalier  Jones  and  Mr.  Soulanger,*  peculiarly  interesting 
to  the  Mercantile  part  of  the  States. 
I  am  Sir, 
with  great  regard, 

your  obed.  &  very  humble  servant, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG,  Jon.,  Secy. 
[Letter  Book,  Vol.  II.,  p.  184.] 

*  Not  found— aocording  to  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  6€0«  they  gan 
notice  of  a  declaration  of  >iVaT,\Miiit«Di  li^^«B%«b!i^C^ii!AMlf&jUtea. 
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No.  27. 

To  XHB  Ebuounvi  Authoritt  ov  thi  Ssyxbal  States  ov 
THB  Union.  1786. 

To  the  Exeontive  Authority  of  the  Several  States  of  the  Unioii. 
(Oiroular,) 
Connoil  Chamber,  Philadelphia,  April  12, 1786. 
Sin 

I  have'the  honour  to  communicate  a  Resolution  of  the  General 
Aflsembly  of  this  Commonwealth  of  the  21st  day  of  March  last,  and 
a  minute  of  Council  thereupon  of  this  day. 
I  am  Sir, 
with  the  EHghest  Respect, 

your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

CHA8.  BIDDLB,  V.  P. 


No.  28. 


Resolution  or  Assembly — CoMBnaoiAL  Reoulations,  1786. 

State  of  Pennsylvania, 
In  General  Assembly,  Tuesday  March  21,1786, — ^A.  M. 
The  Report  of  the  Committee  read  March  11th,  on  that  part  of 
the  message  from  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  which  respects  a 
convention  of  the  States  proposed  by  the  commonwealth  of  Virginia 
was  read  the  second  time,  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  five  commissioners  be  appointed  on  the  part  of 
this  State,  any  three  of  whom  may  act  to  meet  such  commissioners 
■8  may  be  appointed  by  the  other  States  in  the  Union  at  a  time  and 

£lace  to  be  agreed  on,  to  take  into  consideration  the  Trade  of  the 
fnited  States  to  examine  the  relative  situations  and  Trade  of  the 
said  States,  to  consider  how  far  an  uniform  system  in  their  com- 
nercial  Regulations  may  be  necessary  to  the  Common  interest,  and 
their  permanent  harmony,  and  to  Report  to  the  several  States  such 
an  act  relative  to  this  great  object,  as  when  unanimouslv  ratified  by 
them,  will  enable  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  to  pro- 
Tide  for  the  same — and  also  to  meet  Commissioners  of  Virginia 
and  Maryland,  to  communicate  reciprocally  the  Regulations  of 
Commerce,  and  duties  proposed  by  each  State  and  within  their  re- 
roeotive  Powers,  and  that  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  be  autho- 
nied  and  requested  to  make  the  said  appointment  of  Commissioners 
and  to  give  them  such  Instructions  from  time  to  time  as  they  shall 
think  expedient. 

Extract  from  the  miwLtiU) 

JACOB  SHAlilAJ^  ^"s.       ^\^^^- 
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In  Conncdl,  Philadelphia  April  11,  1786. 
Coanoil  proceeded  to  the  Election  of  five  commisBionors  under  the 
Besolation  of  Assembly  of  the  2l8t  of  May  last,  when  it  appeand 
that  the  following  Oentlemen  were  chosen,  viz.  Robert  Horrii, 
George  Clymer,  John  Armstrong  Jnn.,  Thomas  Fitzsimons  &  Teneb 
Coze,  Esquires. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 
JAMES  TRIMBLE, 
for  JOHN  ARMSTRONG,  jun.,Secy. 
[Letter  Book,  Vol,  IIL  p.  194.] 


No.  29. 

Report  of  Commissioners  on  Boundary  between  Penn- 
sylvania AND  New  York,  1786. 

We  the  subscribers  being  appointed  Commissioners  agreeably  to 
Laws  severally  Enacted  by  the  Legislatures  of  the  commonwealth 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  State  of  New  York,  for  the  purpose 
of  running  and  marking  a  Boundary  Line  between  the  said  states, 
to  begin  at  the  River  Delaware  in  forty  two  Degrees  North  Latitude, 
and  to  continue  in  the  same  Parallel  of  forty  two  Degrees,  to  the 
western  Extremity  of  the  sd.  states, — Have  in  conformity  to  our 
appointment  finished  ninety  miles  of  the  sd.  Boundary,  extending 
from  the  River  Delaware  to  the  Western  side  of  the  South  Branch 
of  the  Tioga  River,  and  marked  the  same  with  substantial  milt 
stones.  Witness  our  Hands  and  seals,  this  twelfth  day  of  OctobeTi 
in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  Eighty  six,  1786. 

ANDW.  ELLICOTT,  [l.  s.]  For  Pennsylvania. 

JAMES  CLINTON,  [l.  s.]     1  ^.^^  j^^^  yr. 
SIMEON  DE  WITT,  [l.  s.]   J  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^'^ 

Indarted, 

October  12, 1786. 

Report  of  Andrew  Ellicot  (for  Penna.)  and  Simeon  Da  Witt,  and 
James  Clinton  (for  New  York,)  Commrs.  to  run  and  mark  a  Boun- 
dary Line  between  Pennsylvania  and  New  York,  to  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council  of  Penna.f 

•  See  Col.  Vol.,  XV.  p.,-  6 

f  See  accompanying  map,  copied  from  apparently  original  Reporl»  ia 
Surveyor  Generals  office,  HaRifi\swc%>i, 
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No.  80. 

OOVERNOB  BaNDO£PH,  OF  YmOIMIA^  TO  P&ES.  DiCKmSON,  1786. 

To  hii  Exodlenoy  the  President  of  Pennsylvania. 

Richmond,  December  1.  1786. 
Bir, 

I  feel  a  peculiar  satisfaction  in  forwarding  to  yonr  Excellency  the 
inclosed  act  of  our  Legislature.  As  it  breaths  a  spirit  truly  foederal  and 
contains  an  effort  to  support  our  General  Government,  which  is  now 
reduced  to  the  most  awful  crisis,  permit  me  to  solicit  your  Excellency's 
oo-operatlon  at  this  trying  moment. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 
your  Excellency's, 

most  obedient  Humble  servant, 

EDMUND  RANDOLPH. 


No.  31. 
An  Act  BzsPECTiNa  Oommeece,  1786. 

AN  ACT, 

For  appointing  Deputies  from  this  Commonwealth  to  a  convention 
proposed  to  bo  held  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia  in  May  next,  for 
the  purpose  of  revising  the  Federal  constitution. 

Whereas,  the  Commissioners  who  assembled  at  Annapolis  on  tho 
fourteenth  of  September  last,  for  the  purpose  of  devising  and  report- 
ing the  means  of  enabling  Congress  to  provide  effectually  for  the 
Commercial  Interest  of  the  United  States,  have  represented  the 
necessity  of  extending  the  revision  of  the  fooderal  system  to  all  its 
delects,  and  have  recommended  that  deputies  for  that  purpose  bo 
appointed  by  tho  several  Legislatures  to  meet  in  Convention  in  the 
Cfity  of  Philadelphia,  on  the  second  day  of  May  next,  a  provision 
which  seems  preferable  to  a  discussion  of  the  subject  in  Congress, 
where  it  might  be  too  much  interrupted  by  the  ordinary  business 
before  them,  and  where  it  would  besides  be  deprived  of  the  valuable 
Councils  of  Sundry  individuals,  who  are  disqualified  by  the  consti- 
tution or  laws  of  particular  States,  or  restrained  by  peculiar  circum- 
stances from  a  seat  in  that  Assembly. 

And  whereas,  the  General  Assembly  of  this  commonwealth, 
taking  into  view  the  actual  situation  of  the  Confederacy,  as  well  as 
reflecting  on  the  alarming  representations  made  from  time  to  time 
by  the  United  States  in  Congress,  particularly  in  their  act  of  tbi^ 
fifiteenth  day  of  February  last  ton  no  longer  doubt  iVi^t  VNi^  ^r\ssA\si 
mired  Mt  which  the  good  people  of  Amenoai  «w  lo  ^^€\^^  ^^ 


PENNSTLYANIA  ABOHIVES  1786. 

Bolemn  question,  whether  they  will  by  wise  and  magnanimoiui  eSbrti 
reap  the  just  fruits  of  that  independence  which  they  have  so 
glorioQsly  aoqaired,  and  of  that  union  which  they  have  oemented 
with  so  much  of  their  common  blood,  or  whether  by  giving  way  to 
unmanly  jealousies,  and  prejudices,  or  to  partial  and  tmnsitoiy 
interests,  they  will  renounce  the  auspicious  blessings  prepared  fin 
them  by  the  Revolution,  and  furnish  to  its  enemies  an  eventual 
triumph  over  those  by  whoso  virtue  and  valour  it  has  been  aooom- 
plished. 

And  whereas,  the  same  noble  and  extended  policy,  and  the 
same  fraternal  and  affectionate  sentiments  which  originally  deftn^ 
mined  the  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth  to  unite  with  thdr 
Brethren  of  the  other  States  in  establishing  fooderal  Government, 
cannot  but  be  felt  with  equal  force  now  as  the  motives  to  lay  aside 
every  inferior  consideration,  and  to  concur  in  such  further  concessions 
and  provisions  as  may  be  necessary  to  secure  the  great  objects  for 
which  that  Government  was  instituted,  and  to  render  the  United 
States  as  happy  in  Peace  as  they  have  been  glorious  in  war. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Virginia,  that  seven  Commissioners  be  appointed  by  joint 
ballot  of  both  House  of  Assembly,  who  or  any  three  of  them  are 
hereby  authorized  as  deputies  from  this  Commonwealth  to  meet  such 
deputies  as  may  be  appointed  and  authorized  by  other  states  to 
assemble  in  Convention  at  Philadelphia  as  above  recommended,  and 
to  join  with  them  in  devising  and  discussing  all  such  alterations  and 
further  provisions,  as  may  be  necessary  to  render  the  fooderal  cod- 
Btitution  adequate  to  the  exigencies  of  the  Union,  and  in  reporting 
such  an  act  for  that  purpose  to  the  United  States  in  Congress,  as 
when  agreed  to  by  them  and  duly  confirmed  by  the  several  states 
will  effectually  provide  for  the  same. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  case  of  death  of  any  of  the 
said  deputies,  or  on  the  declining  their  appoinment,  the  ExecntiYe 
are  hereby  authorized  to  supply  such  vacancies,  and  the  Governor 
is  requested  to  transmit  forthwith  a  Copy  of  this  act  to  the  United 
States  in  Congress  and  to  the  Executives  in  each  of  the  states  in  the 
Union. 

November  23, 1786,  passed  the  Senate, 

H.  BROOKE,  0.  B. 

''  November  9,  1786,  read  the  third  time  and  passed  the  House  of 
Delegates, 

JOHN  BECKLET,  0.  H.  D. 

[Letter  Book,  Vol.,  I.  p.,  410-413.] 
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No.  32. 
Bandoiph,  or  YmGnviAy  to  Pbxs.  JfRAmam,  1786. 

So  HiB  Bxoellenoy  the  President  of  Pemujlytma. 

Bichmond^  December  If  1786. 

Bjielf  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  your  ExoelleDcy  the 
leeolation  of  the  Oeneral  Assembly  of  Virginia.  Five  Oom« 
e  have  been  ahready  appointed  ae  members  of  the  Commer- 
iwenoe  therein  propoMd,  and  will  certainly  inform  vonr 
i|T  when  and  where  it  ia  to  be  holden.  In  the  mean  time, 
Iv  to  wish  the  presence  of  Pennflyl?ania  by  her  depotiea  at 
kded  meeting, 
the  Honor  8ir| 
to  be  with  the  greatest  esteem 

and  respect  yoar  Excellency's 

most  obedient  Servanty 

EDMUND  RANDOLPH. 
[Letter  Book,  Vol.  L,  p.  410.] 


No.  83. 
YmaiNiA. 


I  the  House  of  Delegates, 

Wednesday,  the  8th  of  November,  1786. 
as  on  the  13th  of  January,  1786,  a  Resolution  was  entered 
le  Oeneral  Assembly  of  this  State  in  conformity  to  a  Reso- 
tered  into  by  the  State  of  Maryland  in  the  same  year  and 
ed  to  this  State  for  its  concurrence  in  the  following  words. 
Ived,  That  it  is  essential  to  the  Commerce  and  Revenue  of 
kte  of  Maryland  and  this  State,  that  duties  on  Imports  or 
I,  if  laid,  should  be  the  same  in  both  States,  and  that  it  is 
for  the  Legislatures  if  the  said  States  at  their  annual  meet- 
the  autumn  to  appoint  Commissioners  to  meet  and  commu- 
Jie  regulations  of  Commerce  and  duties  proposed  by  each 
ad  to  confer  on  such  subjects  as  may  concern  the  commercial 
ts  of  both  States,  and  both  States  should  be  equal,  not  less 
iree  nor  more  than  five  from  each  State  and  they  should 
y  meet  in  the  third  week  of  September  if  required  by  the 
tore  of  either  State  or  the  Commisaioneia  t^xet^oi)  %X  vql^ 
I  they  Bboald  Mppoint," 
OL.  XI.— 2S 
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Resolved  therefore  that  five  Commissioners  be  appointed  by  joint 
ballot  of  both  houses  who  or  any  thereof  whom  shall  be  anthoiised 
to  meet  Commissioners  from  the  state  of  Maryland  at  the  time  and 
for  the  purposes  above  mentioned^  and  at  suoh  plane  mm  maybe 
agreed  on. 

And  whereas  no  meeting  can  take  place  under  the  foregoing  BeM> 
Intions  passed  by  the  two  states  prior  to  the  third  week  in  September 
next,  and  it  is  much  to  be  decdred  that  the  object  thereof  may  be 
provided  for  in  the  mean  time. 

Resolved  that  the  Commissioners  so  to  bo  appointed  shall  witboat 
delay  endeavor  to  effect  a  meeting  with  Commissionera  from  Mary- 
land, and  to  concert  and  report  the  proper  Regulations  to  the  two 
Legislatures  during  their  existing  sessions. 

And  whereas  additional  advantage  would  aconie  from  the  eoD01l^ 
ronce  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  proposed  conferences  and 
regulations. 

Resolved,  That  a  Copy  of  these  Resolutions  be  immediatelj 
transmitted  by  the  Executive  to  the  Executive  of  that  State,  as  well 
us  the  State  of  Maiyland  and  that  the  Commissioners  from  this  State 
when  appointed  communicate  to  the  said  State  of  Pennsylvania  the 
time  and  place  of  the  proposed  meeting  as  an  invitation  to  the 
Legislature  of  the  said  state  to  concur  therein. 

Provided,  That  the  foregoing  Resolutions  shall  be  forthwith 
transmitted  to  the  delegates  from  this  State  in  Congress  to  be  bj 
them  laid  before  Congress  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  concu^ 
rence  of  that  Honorable  Body  thereto. 

178C.  Nov'r  22d,  agreed  to  by  the  Senate, 

H.  BROOKE,  C.  S. 

Teste  John  Bccklcy,  Clk.  II.  D. 
[Letter  Book,  Vol.  L,  page  411.] 


No.  34. 


Retout  op  Comm'rs  on  Boundary  between  Pennsylvania 
AND  New  York,  1787. 

We  the  subscribers  being  commissioned  agreeably  to  Lm 
severally  enacted  by  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  and  the 
state  of  New  York  for  the  purpose  of  running  and  marking  a 
Boundary  Line  between  the  said  States  in  the  parallel  of  Forty-Tiro 
Degrees  of  North  Latitude  beginning  at  the  River  Delaware  and 
extending  to  a  mendian  L\n(^  dta.^m  from  the  South  West  comer  of 
tie  Commonwealth  of  tcuii^^lNWiVx 
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ITS  in  oonfonnity  to  onr  appointments  extended  the  nid  Line 
tke  ninetieth  Mile  Stone  to  Lake  Erie,  and  marked  the  same 
hating  and  pennanent  manner  by  milestones  or  posts  snr- 
led  by  monnds  of  earth  where  stones  conld  not  be  proonred. 
Btonea  at  the  several  points  where  the  Latitude  was  determined 
urge  and  well  marked,  and  contain  on  the  south  side  PennsylTa- 
jatitudc  42°  N.  1787,  also  the  variation  of  the  magnetic  needle, 
he  North  side  New  York  and  their  several  distances  from  the 
r  Delaware. 

itness  our  Hands  and  Seals  this  Twenty  ninth  day  of  October, 
Thousand  seven  Hundred  and  Eighty  seven.* 

AND'W  ELLICOT,  [l.  s.]     |  Commissioners  from 
ANDREW  PORTE&,  [l.  s.]  J      Pennsylvania. 

ABRA'M  HARDENBERG,  [h.  a.]  1  Commissioners  from 
WILLIAM  MORRIS,  [l.  s.]  J        New  York. 

Bec'd  Nov.  29, 1787.   Report  from  the  Commissioners  of  Penn- 

inia  and  New  York  of  their  having  compleated  the  Boundary 

een  the  two  SUtes." 

le  foregoing  is  copied  from  the  original— on  parchment  (now  in 

larveyor  Generals  office  at  Harrisburgh,) 

*.  19,  1855,  by  S.  H. 


No.  35. 


S  PbESIDENT  MunLENBERO  TO  PuiLADELPIIIA  AoaiOULTUaAL 

Society — Hessian  Fly,  1788. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  September  1st,  1788. 

Proclamationf  was  issued  on  the  25th  of  Juno  last  by  his  Bri- 
10  Majesty,  prohibiting  the  Entry  of  wheat,  the  growth  of  any 
be  Territories  of  tho  United  States,  into  any  of  the  Ports  of 
It  Britain,  and  as  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  said  Procla- 
on  has  been  occasioned  by  some  misinformation  respecting  tho 
ot  called  the  Hcdsian  Fly. 

roncil  therefore  request  your  useful  Society  to  investigate  and 
rt  to  them  as  soon  as  convenient  tho  Nature  of  the  Hesmii^V^) 

*  See  Smith's  Laws  Vol  IL,  also  the  acoompaiisVa|^'%>^P* 
f  See  Col  Kec.,  Vol  XV.,  pp.  628,  526,  and  Wi,  a»  ot  l\Aa. 
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pArtioalarly  m  to  the  manner  of  its  being  im)pagfttedy  and  the  oflwti 
of  it  on  the  crops  of  wheat ;  and  to  ascertain  with  all  poMiUe  picsi- 
iion,  whether  tbe  loss  of  the  crops  is  not  occasioned  by  the  destnw- 
tion  of  the  PUtnt,  and  whether  the  small  Quantity  of  wheat  ptodneid 
from  a  Field  infested  with  the  Fly,  is  good  Qrain,  or  otherwise. 
Likewise  the  most  snooessfal  method  that  has  hitherto  been  dii- 
covered  for  preventing  the  e£fects  of  this  insect. 
I  am,  Sir,  with  great  respect, 
your  very  humble  servanti 

PETER  MUHLBNBERa,  V.  P. 
Directed^ 

Samuel  PowelI|  Bsqr.^  President  of  the  Agrioultaral  Society. 


No.  36. 

Report  of  Council  to  the  General  Assbmblt — EbiEi  1788.* 

Report  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  to  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

That  they  have  negooiated  a  Purchase  with  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  Tract  of  land  contained  in  the  interval  beiwixt 
a  Meridian  Line  run  between  lake  Erie  and  the  State  of  Penn^- 
vaniaj  and  the  Boundaries  of  the  States  of  New  York  and  MasU' 
chusetti,  at  the  rate  of  three  fourths  of  a  Dollar  *^  acre,  payable  in 
Gold  or  Silver,  or  in  public  securities  of  tho  United  States,  beariog 
Interest,  when  the  quantitv  is  ascertained  by  actual  survey  in  the 
manner  prescribed  by  Resolution  of  Congress  of  tbe  7th  of  June  kst 
As  by  the  Instructions  to  our  Delegates  in  Congress  of 
Their  Proposals  to  the  Board  of  Treasury  of  the  7  th  of  July  Isit, 
and  a  final  acceptance  of  the  said  Terms  by  the  said  Board  on  the 
28th  of  August  last^  which  accompany  this  report,  will  fully  appesr.f 

Council  have  essaved  an  estimate  of  the  other  Ezpences  which  is 
their  opinion  may  be  necessary  for  compleating  the  aforesaid  Yvx- 
chasei,  amounting  to  ,  which  they  herewith  trannaiti 

But  certainty  cannot  be  attained  in  this  Business,  as  the  ezpeue 
will  depend  in  some  measure  on  the  Quantity  of  land  found  on  actail 
surveyi  and  may  be  affected  by  many  other  contingent  CirosB' 
stances. 

*  There  is  neither  date  nor  signature  to  the  foregoing— it  evidently reftrt 
to  the  preceding  papers— is  allnded  to  in  the  meesaget  of  the  Presidia^  b 
Col  Bee.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  628,  680,  682,  Sept.  1788.    (From  original) 

f  See  this  YoL,  pp.  251, 7h1,  VS^^\%. 
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It  remains  fpr  the  OeDeral  Assembly  to  make  the  necessary  ap« 
(ropiation  of  pablio  securities  to  discharge  thjd  Parobase  to  the 
Jmtad  States,  and  to  assign  the  Funds  from  whenoe  the  other  Ez^ 
I  may  be  drawn. 


Assembly  to  Prssident  Miitlin,  1789. 

I  have  oareAillT  examined  the  Minutes  of  the  late  and  present 
lonaea  of  Assembly,  and  cannot  find  any  order  on  that  part  of  the 
BBMBge  from  Council  relative  to  Oen'l  St.  Glair's  letter  of  July 
I4tli,*  and  the  Act  of  Congress  of  August  12th,  last,  other  than 
htir  being  referred  September  8di,  last,  to  Mr.  Wynkoop^  Mr. 
(Mmedy,  h  Mr.  Bindley.  No  report  was  made  by  that  comnuttee, 
Mr  hsLS  the  subject  been  taken  up  by  the  present  Utmse. 
I  hare  the  honor  to  be 

your  EzcelPys 

most  obedient  humble  servant, 

J.  SHALLUS. 
.  Jan'y  6th,  1789. 

Hk  Bzoellenoy,  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esqr. 


LOBEEMENT  BETWEEN    THE    SiX    NATIONS    AND  COMMISSIONERS 

FOB  Lands  on  Lake  Ebu,  &o.,  1789. 

la  it  remembered  by  all  whom  it  may  concern : 

That  on  the  ninth  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one 
bpiuand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  nine,  in  open  and  public  Couneili 
Vb  the  undersiffned  Chiefs,  Warriors,  and  others,  Benrewnting  tbo 
bllowing  named  Tribes  of  the  Six  Nations,  to  wit — ^The  Ondwagpis, 
V  Senecas,  Cayugas,  Tuscaroras,  Onandagas,  and  Oneidas ;  for  and 
Q  behalf  of  ourselves,  our  tribes,  our  and  their  Heirs  and  Succes- 
on,  on  the  one  part — and  Richard  Sutler  and  John  Gibson,  £s- 
jmreBf  Commissioners  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
iftiiia,  (Onas)  on  the  other  part,  did  make  and  oonclude  upon  the 
bllowing  artieiesi  vis. : 
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ARTICLE  l8t. 

That  as  soon  -  as  tLese  Articles  are  signed,  intcrchannbly  bj  the 
aforesaid  Chiefs  and  Commissioners^  the  said  Chiefs  will  execute  a 
Deed  of  Conveyance  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  for  a  tract  of 
Country  as  hereafter  shall  be  described. 

ARTICLE  2nd. 

The  signing  Chiefs  do  acknowledge  the  Right  of  the  soil  and  jorifl- 
diction  to,  in,  and  over  that  tract  of  Country  bounded  on  the  South 
by  the  North  line  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  East  by  the 
West  boundary  of  the  State  of  New  York,  agreeable  to  the  oeMoa 
of  that  State  and  the  Stote  of  Maasachuseta  to  the  United  States, 
and  on  the  North  by  the  Margin  of  Lake  Erie,  including  Presqua 
lale  and  all  the  Bays  and  harl^urs  along  the  margin  of  said  Labs 
Erie,  from  the  West  boundary  of  Pennsylvania  to  where  the  Wot 
boundary  of  the  State  of  New  York  may  cross  or  inteneot  the  Sooth 
margin  of  the  said  lako  Erie.  To  be  vested  in  the  said  State  of 
Pennsylvania  agreeable  to  an  Act  of  Congress  dated  the  sixth  day  of 
June  last,  1788. 

ARTICLE  8rd. 

The  said  Chiefs  do  agree  that  the  said  State  of  Pennsylvania  shall 
and  may  at  any  time  they  may  think  proper,  survey,  dispose  of  and 
settle,  all  that  part  of  the  aforesaid  Country  lying  and  being  West 
of  a  lino  running  along  the  middle  of  the  Conawago  River,  from  its 
confluence  with  the  Allegany  River  into  the  Chadochque  I^e, 
thence  along  the  middle  of  the  said  lake  to  the  North  end  of  the 
same,  thence  a  meridian  line  from  the  North  end  of  the  said  lake  to 
the  margin  or  shore  of  Lake  Erie. 

ARTICLE  4th. 

The  said  Chiefs  do  agree  that  the  Navigation  or  Water  oommani* 
cation  of  the  said  Conowago  River  and  the  Chadochque  lake  shall  be 
free  to  the  citizens  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  in  common  with 
themselves,  but  that  neither  party  shall  build  or  erect  Dams  over  or 
across  the  Conowago  River  so  as  to  obstruct  the  passage  of  Boats  or 
Oannoes  up  and  down  the  same  to  the  Allegany  River. 

ARTICLE  5th. 

That  as  several  Villages  belonging  to  the  signing  Ghieft  and  their 

people  are  now  living  on  the  said  Conowago  creek  and  in  other  parti 

of  the  country  supposed  to  be  within  the  tract  of  country  Weat  of 

the  West  line  of  the  Slate  of  l^^w  Yoik  and  East  of  the  lino  through 

the  WaUtb  ai  doaoribed  in  tiie^\i&.  hx^^^ft — haojl  vk^^M^^x^no 
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»untrj  to  remove  to  from  where  they  now  livei  the  said  chiefs  do 
iservo  for  their  own  and  their  people's  residencei  hunting  and  fisb- 
g,  all  that  part  of  the  tract  of  Country  described  in  the  second 
Ttiolei  passing  from  the  Allegany  RiTer  along  tho  middle  of  tho 
onowago  Creek,  the  Chadochque  Lake  and  a  meridian  line  from  tho 
orth  end  of  said  lake  to  Lake  Erie. 

ARTICLE  6th. 

The  said  Chiefs  do  Engage  for  and  in  behalf  of  themselves  and 
leir  tribes,  to  give  protection  to  the  citizens  of  the  said  State  of 
ennsylvania,  and  others  who  may  oome  to  trado  or  transact  busi- 
W8  under  proper  authority  among  tbem^  and  to  Uto  peaceably  with 
1  tho  Citizens  of  tlys  United  States. 

ARTICLE  7th. 

Tho  said  Richard  Butler  and  John  Gibson,  Esquires,  Commis- 
oners  for  and  in  behalf  of  tho  State  of  Pennsylvania,  do  agree  to 
le  aforesaid  articles  in  their  true  intent  and  meaning,  and  they  do 
irthcr  engage  on  tho  fuith  of  the  Stato  of  Pennsylvania,  that  tho 
foresaid  Chiefs  and  tho  people  of  their  tribes,  shall  have  full  and 
saceable  liberty  to  hunt  and  fish  within  any  part  of  the  Goun- 
y  first  above  described,  they  demeaniDg  themselves  peaceably 
wards  tho  inhabitants.  But  tho  said  Chiefs  or  their  successors, 
lall  not  at  any  time  hereafter,  directly  or  indireotly,  lease,  rent,  or 
ake  sale  of  any  part  or  parcel  of  the  tract  here  Reserved  for  their 
se  and  Residence,  to  any  other  State,  person  or  persons. 

In  Testimony  of  the  above  Articles  being  duly,  openly  and  fairly 
;reed  and  concluded  upon,  the  Chiefs  and  Commissioners  aiforesaid 
aye  interchangably  set  their  hands  and  affixed  their  scab  the  day 
nd  year  first  above  written. 

In  presence  of 
A'  St.  CLAIR,  Richard  Butlkb.    [seal.] 

JOS.  HARMAR,  Jjno.  Gibson,    [sbal.] 

X.  Col.  Com.  1st  U.  S.  Reg.,  ^  ,„  n  r     .    i 

*  Brig.  General  by  Brevet^    "^^'^S^T^^  'SZ^?  ^'""^ 

DAVID  ZEIOLER,  ^ 

lapt.  let  United  States  Regt.  KionoNQUAsn,  (Turascaro  Chief.) 

WINTHROP  SARGENT,         Or  Tearing  Asunder,      [skal.] 

JOHN  TRACY,  CAOSAnaKA,  (Seneca.)  [skal.] 

N.  McDowell,  En'r.  Or  Doga  about  the  Fire. 

^'^^??T?^o^S^F^'         Sawedowah,  (Seneca.)  [seal.] 
adet,  Ist  U.  8.  Regt.  q,  ^^^  -^^^ 

OSEPH  NICHOLSON. 
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ElONDASHOWA,  (SenOOA.)  (SIAL.] 

Or  The  Swimmiog  Fish. 

Otantwachia.    [bxal  ] 
Or  the  Gompluiter. 

Gtashota,  [seal.] 
or  the  Big  Ur 


Kanasse,  [seal.] 
or  the  New  Arrow. 

Onoahte,  (Ooandago  Ohief.)    [seal.] 
or  the  DaooiDg  Feather. 

SoAHAES,  (Cajnga  Chief.)    [seal.] 
or  Falling  MouDtain. 

Otachsaka,  (CajQga.)    [seal.] 
or  Broken  Tomahawk. 

Tekahiess,  (Oneida.)    [seal.] 
or  the  Long  Tree. 

Onesechtee,  (Seneca.)    [seal.] 
or  the  Lead^  Man. 

Kiatulahoh,  (Munsey  Chief.)    [seal.] 
or  the  Snake. 

Aqueia,  rMunsey.)    [seal.] 

or  Banay  Legs.  " 

KEANDocHaowA,  (Scncca.)    [seal.] 
or  Big  Tree. 

OwENEWAH,  (Seneca.)    [seal.] 
or  Thrown  in  the  Water. 

AcinouT,  [seal.] 
or  the  Half  Town. 

Anaghkoot,  [seal.] 
or  the  Wasp. 

Chisiiekoa,  [seal.]  y 

or  the  Wood  Bug. 

SEssEWAy  [seal.] 

or  the  Big  Bale  of  a  Kettle. 

SCIAWHOWA,   [SEAL.] 

or  the  CouueW. 
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Tewanias,  [seal.] 
or  the  Broken  Twig. 

SONACHSHOWA,   [SSAL  ] 

or  the  Fall  Moon. 

.  B.    The  two  ManaeyB  signed  as  bebg  residents  on  the  land^ 
not  ownen. 

R.  BUTLER. 


B  it  remembered,  that  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  May,  in  the  year 
ir  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety  two,  in  the  siz- 
bh  year  of  the  iDdependence  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
I  personally,  Joseph  Nicholson,  one  of  the  witnesses  within 
sd^  before  me,  James  Biddle,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Court  of 
mon  Pleas  in  the  District  consisting  of  the  City  &  County  of 
adelphia,  and  County  of  Bucks,  Montgomery  and  Delawarcj  and 
B  oath  on  the  holy  Evangelists  of  Almiehty  Ood,  that  he  was 
mt  and  saw  the  twenty  four  Grantors  and  two  GomtnissioTltai  in 
irithin  deed  named,  make  the  rignatures  or  marks  to  tbe  said 
'y  and  seal  and  deliver  the  same  as  their  act  and  deed  voluntarily 
freely,  and  that  said  deponent  subscribed  himself  as  a  witness 
le  execution  thereof,  and  that  he  also  saw  the  other  seven  wit- 
sa  subscribe  their  names  within  written  respectively,  to  the  same 
f  and  that  the  name  Joseph  Nicholson  thereto  subscribed  is  of 
»wn  proper  hand  writing.  In  testimony  whereof  I  have  here- 
set  my  hand  and  seal  at  Philadelphia,  the  same  day  and  year 
isaid. 

JOSEPH  NICHOLSON, 
JAMES  BIDDLE.*  [l.8.] 

rolled  in  the  Rolls  office  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  in  Com 
ion  Book  No.  I,  page  809. 

itness  my  band  and  seal  of  office,  the  I9th  day  of  June,  1794. 

MATH'W  IRWIN, 
M.  R. 


Agrikment — Elijah  Dyer,  1789. 

>  agree  to  the  admission  of  the  copies  of  papers  produced  by 
I>yer,  endorsed  by  Mr.  Wilson  with  his  name ;  upon  condition 
dl.  Dyer,  producing  the  Copy  of  the  petition  pr«feTt«d.  X^^i  Vvgbl 

*  From  ibe  original  at  IlarrisbaTgli. 
23* 
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as  a^nt  for  the  Soflqnehannali  Oompany  to  the  Grown,  be  need  oa 
the  Trial. 

These  Copies  to  be  subject  to  the  same  obligations  only  as  wo«U 
lie  against  the  originals  if  prodaced. 

The  Oonnectiont  agent  to  give  an  order  in  FaTonr  of  Mr.  Osbone 
for  proooring  certified  Copies  of  any  of  the  Record  or  other  Doeo- 
ments  in  the  State  (^  Oonnectiont;  and  that  certified  copies  from  the 
State  of  New  York  or  Pennsylvania  or  other  State  of  any  pabliflk 
Beoord  be  admitted  to  be  read. 

Admitted,  provided  it  be  mntnal, 

EUJAH  DYER.* 


Pais.  MiFFUN  TO  OiN.  Knox,  1789. 

In  Connoily 

Phihdelphia,  January  9tli,  1789. 
Sir, 

Oovemor  St.  Glair's  letter  of  July  4th,  and  the  Act  of  Congna 
of  August  the  12ih,  1788,  were  laid  before  the  General  Assembly 
by  Gounoil  on  the  sixth  of  September  last. 

It  appears  by  the  Journals  of  the  Legislature  that  on  the  eigbt  of 
September  they  were  referred  to  a  Committee  who  nutde  no  report 
to  the  last  assembly. 

The  Assembly  of  the  present  year,  have  not  taken  up  the 
business;  but  Council  will  lay  before  them  at  their  next  session  in 
the  beginning  of  February,  your  letter  of  the  twenty-ninth  of 
December. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Sir,  with  great  Respect, 

your  most  obdt.  humb.  Servt., 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN  t 
IHrected, 

Honble  Major  General  Knox,  Secretary  at  War. 


Report  or  Committee  on  Claim  of  Wm.  Hamilton,  1789. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  Examine  the  account  of  William 
Hamilton,  Esq'r,  for  Ground  rent  due  by  the  State  of  PeuDBjl- 
vania  for  four  Lots  in  the  B.  of  Lancaster,  number,  vis. : — 5d4, 
535, 53G,  587 ;  whereon  the  Barracks  are  erected,  which  said  lots  fere 
vested  in  this  Commonwealth  by  an  Act  of  Assembly  passed  the 

*  The  foregoing  has  no  date — it  was  probably  submitted  at  the  trial  at 
Trenton ;  See  VoL  X.»  thongh  found  with  the  preceding  paper. 
f  Bee  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XV.,  i^.  ^\.   ^^\%«!^  &«»  of  this. 
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28th  Feb.)  1780.  And  for  Ground  rent  of  two  other  Lota  in  the 
HLid  Borough,  number,  yIs.  : — No.  664,  656,  whereon  the  Powder 
Uftgesioe  is  erected.  * 

Report  that  thej  haye  oonsidered  the  aame  together  with  the  C.  O. 
remarks  thereon.  That  there  appears  are  oyeroharge  of  one  year  in 
bho  said  aecounts  for  the  first  mentioned  4  lots.  And  that  a 
Diedaction  of  20s.  Sterling.  Penn.  ought  to  be  made  in  the  two 
Dther  Lots;  your  eommittee  having  regulated  tbemselyes  in  this 
tednotion  by  a  printed  deed  partly  filled  up^  but  not  executed  for 
the  said  two  Lots,  resorring  208.  tterlins  ^  ann.  generally.  But  are 
Devertheless  at  a  loss  to  determine  whether  it  is  intended  to  reserve 
208.  ^  ann.,  severally  on  sd.  Lots,  or  whether  it  was  intended  to 
Mmpriie  both  Lots  under  that  year  by  reservation. 

Under  these  circumstances  your  Committee  are  of  opinion  that 
Mr.  Hammilton's  oharoe  after  deducting  20s.  %  ann.  from  the  am' 
of  those  two  lots,  a  balance  will  still  1^  due  b  payable  to  him  of 
£110  1  8.    They  therefore  submit  the  following  resolution. 

Resolved,  that  Council  will  mnt  a  warrant  on  the  Treasoror  for 
the  sum  of  £110  1  3,  payable  to  the  said  William  Hammilton, 
Bsq.,  agreably  to  the  Comptroller  Generals  Report  of  the  jnround 
rants  due  to  him  on  six  Lots  whereon  the  Barracks  ft  Powder 
Biagasine  in  the  Borough  of  Lancaster  are  erected.* 
tuioned, 

Mr.  Hamilton  Examine  Act  of  Ass.,  Report  Read  1st  time,  Ist 
Jan.,  1789. 


Epn&AiM  DouaiiAss  to  Seo't  Biddle,  1780. 

Union  Town,  17th  Jan'y,  1789. 
Bir, 

Understanding  from  the  bearer  that  a  part  of  his  business  was  to 
collect  the  returns  of  elections  in  the  several  counties,  and  he  being 
denied  by  circumstances  the  opportunity  of  receiving  an  answer  from 
the  sheriff,  whose  duty  it  is  to  make  such  return,  1  take  the  liberty, 
for  the  satisfaction  of  Council  to  inform  you  that  no  election  has 
been  held  in  this  County  for  the  Election  of  Electors.  The  number 
of  persons  who  attended  on  that  day  was  not  sufficient  to  have  filled 
the  necessary  offices  of  such  an  election. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  high  respect,  Sir, 

your  most  obedient  servant, 

EPHRAIM  DOUGLASS. 
Directed^ 
Charles  Biddlc,  Esquire,  Secretary  of  Council. 

«  See  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  C14,  01ft,  0^^. 


SM  PSNNSrLTANIA  ABOHIVJiS  1789.: 

L1WI8  Nicola  to  Sxcretabt  Biddle^  1789. 

Work  houBe,  20  Jany.  1789. 
Siri 

Some  of  my  friends  have  informed  me  tbat  I  have  been  nneh 
oenenred  on  aooount  of  the  dirtiness  of  the  work  honse  whea 
visited  bj  his  Exeellenoy  and  others,  an  anxiety  to  avoid  blame 
where  I  apprehend  I  do  not  jastly  merit  it,  will,  I  hope,  apologiM 
for  ro  J  troubling  jou,  and  requesting  joa  will  with  m  j  respeota,  Uy  the 
following  state  of  the  case  before  the  President  and  Honble.  CoaBciL 

Sinee  I  have  been  in  my  present  office,  the  rooms,  those  ftr 
sleeping  as  well  as  the  common  working  one,  have  been  regnlarij 
swept  every  morning  as  soon  as  unlocked,  but  the  propensity  of  the 

Cnen,  the  women  particularly,  to  dirt  is  so  great  they  generally 
been  littered  &  dirty  in  an  hour  or  two  after,  to  prevent  whieh 
I  have  been  nnder  the  necessity  of  keeping  the  former  locked  up 'till 
bed  time,  as  to  the  latter,  from  the  business  to  which  it  ia  intendsd' 
keeping  it  clean  for  any  time,  is  impossible,  generally  from  fifteen 
to  twenty  women  are  constantly  confined  there,  &  employed  in 
picking,  carding,  &  spinning  wool,  hackling  and  spinning  flax,  A 
occasionally  in  picking  oakum,  washing  &  cooking.  There  ia  an  ab- 
solute necessity  of  keeping  their  back  door  looked,  as  from  the  weak- 
ness  of  the  arch  over  the  common  sewer  nndet  the  yard  the  women 
twice  broke  through  it  &  some  escaped,  a  third  attempt  was  likewise 
made  but  frustrated,  &  as  the  breach  was  nearly  completed  &  not  yet 
repaired,  it  is  requisite  for  one  person  at  least  to  watch  them  when  the 
door  is  opened,  which  is  done  three  times  a  day  for  the  purpose  of 
throwing  out  their  water  &  taking  in  clean,  nor  is  the  above  the  only 
necessity  for  keeping  the  back  door  shut,  enumerating  them  would 
probably  trespass  too  much  on  the  leasure  of  the  Council,  but  if 
further  information  is  requisite  I  shall  have  the  honor  of  waiting  on 
them  when  convenient. 

I  hope  yon  will  excuse  this  trouble,  k  permit  me  to  aasnre  yon 
that  I  am,  Sir 

Your  most  obed.  Servt., 

LEWIS  NICOLA. 
Dtrectedj 
Charles  Biddle  Esq.  Secretary  to  the  Flonbl.  Executive  Goaneil. 
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YioE  President  Ross  to  Delegates  in  Congress — 
Lake  Erie,  1789. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Delegates  in  Pennijyhania. 
ttiilemen, 

'In  Conneil,  Philadelphia,  Jan.  28, 1789. 
Andrew  Ellicott  Baqnire  who  is  appointed  by  the  Geographer  Gene- 
I  of  the  United  States  to  run  the  line  between  the  western  boundary 
the  State  of  ffem  York  and  the  late  purchase  made  br  this  State 
GoDffreas  of  a  Tract  of  Land  lying  on  the  south  oi  Lake  EriOi  has 

B led  to  the  Bzeoutive  Council  of  this  State,  stating  some  diffi- 
ies'whieh  he  apprehends  may  probably  attend  the  ezeontion  of  thafe 


Council  have  thought  it  expedient  previous  to  their  taking  any 
nfenres  to  expedite  the  completion  of  this  work,  to  write  to  the 
lapates  to  know  what  steps  or  if  any  have  been  token  by  Congress.. 
obciin  leave  from  the  Governor  of  Canada  or  the  Commandant 
for  the  Geographer  General,  or  any  person  under  his  ap- 
artment to  go  within  the  British  settlements  or  lines  to  loMke  the 
■Msry  obmvations  to  enable  him  to  begin  and  carry  into  ezecu- 
nihe  laying  off  the  Tract  of  Country  aforesaid. 
I  have  the  honor  Gentlemen  to  be, 

your  obed.  &  very  humble  Servt. 

GEORGE  ROSS,  V.  P.* 
[Letter  Book,  Vol.  IL,  p.  231.1 


nrioN  ov  Stephen  Jenkins  to  Counchi— Wyoming,  1789 

Fo  his  Excellency  the  President  and  the  Honorable  the  Supreme 

Bontive  Council,  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Petition  of  Steven  JcnkiDs,  a  distressed  languishing  Prisoner 

;he  Jaol  of  the  County  of  Luzerne,  most  humbly  showcth, 

I^hat  your  Petitioner  since  the  month  of  November  last,  has  been 

fined  within  the  walls  of  this  cold  and  uncomfortable  Prison, 

iormably  to  a  decree  made  and  passed  by  the  Court  of  Oyer  and 

miner  and  General  Jaol  delivery,  in  the  month  and  County  afore- 

l  on  conviction  of  a  Riot,  assault  and  Battery,  and  false  imprison- 

it  of  the  Person  of  Timothy  Pickering,  Esquire. 

loon  after  which   sentence  your  Petitioner,  (with  others  under 

\  circumstances)  presented  his   prayer  to  your  consideration  de- 

Qg  the  interposition  of  Council  in  remitting  all  or  such  part  of 

r  Petitioner's  sentence  as  to  your  honorable  Board  should  seem 

per,  But  you  Petitioner  has  found  no  relief. — He  la  «M\>X  ^wAsi^^ 

Ue  was  Elected  Vice  President  in  room  of  T>.  "ReOTxcV,  'So'^.  ^,  Vl^. 
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and  wasting  a  constitution  which  he  wishes  to  preserve  for  the  nse 
and  support  of  a  large  and  helpless  family. 

These  with  other  motives  excite  yoar  Petitioner,  however  unsne- 
oessful  he  was  in  his  former  Petition  to  address  jour  honorable 
Board  again  for  relief  in  the  premises. 

Your  Petitioner  as  he  stated  in  his  former  Petition,  was  so  eariy 
apprehended  in  the  last  season  on  sospiclon  of  aiding  the  Riot,  that 
he  had  no  time  in  which  he  ooald  make  any  provision  for  his  fiimilys 
Bubsistanee,  either  for  this  winter  or  the  ensuing  summer,  in  eooss* 
qnenco  of  which  they  are  in  uncomfortable  circumstances. 

Your  Petitioner  would  further  suggest  that  should  he  be  obliged 
to  languish  out  the  six  months  in  confinement,  in  obedienee  to  the 
sentence  of  Court,  that  the  spring  season  will  be  so  far  elapaed  as  It 

Ereclude  the  possibility  of  his  m&ing  any  arrangements  that  m^t 
e  conducive  to  his  own  or  his  fiunilys  convenience. 
Your  Petitioner  would  beg  leave  further  to  observe,  that  bsfae 
the  date  of  the  proclamation  oflbring  a  reward  to  thoee  who 
should  secure  any  Person  in  the  Biotoonoemed — he  was  in  the 
custody  of  the  authority  and  was  assured  by  the  same,  on  his 
pledging  his  honor  that  he  would  come  any  time  at  their  deaire,  thai 
he  never  should  be  harrassed  with  men  under  arms,  or  be  brou^t 
from  his  family  by  the  force  of  the  same-^Gonsequently  he  remainsd 
at  home  on  his  parole,  until  a  party  by  the  authority  of  the  procla- 
mation, brought  him  down  and  confined  him  in  the  Jaol  aforesaid. 
Upon  Councils  conviction  of  the  truth  of  this,  your  Petitioner  thinb 
those  who  make  pretensions  to  the  reward  are  not  entitled  to  it,  nor 
are  Council  obliged  to  give  it  them.  This  being  tried,  your  Pe- 
titioner most  earnestly  implores  the  mercy  of  Council  in  remitting 
the  fine  as  also  the  confinement.  Thoroughly  convinced  that  the  end 
of  punishments  is  to  reclaim,  and  that  it  is  not  the  wishes  of  those  in 
power,  to  continue  severity  when  this  end  is  answered — ^yoiur  Fb- 
titionor  with  humble  confidence  flatters  himself  after  taking  into 
consideration  his  truly  depbrable  condition  and  his  sincere  peniteneo 
of  the  crime  for  which  he  stands  committed  that  Council  will  iigid|j 
extend  relief  to  him  in  the  premises. 
And  as  in  duty  bound, 
your  Petitioner  will  ever  pray, 

STEPHEN  JENKINS. 
Wilksbarre  Jaol,  Jan.  24th,  1789. 

*  See  CoL  Eeo,,  Vol,  XVI.,  p.  4, 
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TxNOH  Coxs  TO  Prss.  Mifflin — ^EbiE|  1789. 

Sir, 

I  had  the  honor  of  writiog  yoa  a  Tory  few  lines  short] j  after  my 
arriTal.  Mr.  Gorham  having  arr'd  since,  we  have  five  states,  and 
CTery  reason  to  expect  there  will  be  seven  In  a  week  or  ten  days. 

The  State  of  New  York  have  not  yet  appointed  Senators;  nor 
does  it  appear  probaUe  they  will  appoint  this  Session.  The  day  of 
electing  £epresentativeS|  I  am  assured  is  fixed  on  the  2d  Tuesday  in 
March  :  as  the  Oovernment  is  appointed  to  meet  on  the  4th,  they 
probably  will  be  some  days  unrepresented  in  the  house  rep's.  This 
w$aj  be  favoivable  to  the  removiu  of  Congress. 

In  a  conversation  last  Niffht  with  Mr.  Gorham,  I  find  he  and  Mr. 
Philips,  who  purchased  of  Massachusetts,  all  the  lands  between  the 
line  of  pre-emption  and  the  western  bounds  of  New  York,  are  of 
opinion  that  the  words  of  the  New  York  cession  to  Congress  do  not 
<qierate  a  transfer  of  the  lands  east  of  Erie  to  Congress,  and  of 
ooQfse  that  the  jurisdiction  remains  in  New  York  and  that  the 
property  b  vested  in  them  under  the  grsnt  of  New  York  to 
Massachusetts — ^'Tis  certain  that  the  grant  or  cession  of  New  York 
discovers  a  considerable  deficiency  of  Geographical  information, 
which  you  will  easily  see,  Sir,  by  recurrine  to  it.  The  substance  is 
that  New  York  is  to  continue  her  South  Tine  along  our  North  line 
to  the  end  of  the  latter  and  so  far  beyond  it  as  to  throw  a  particular 
part  of  the  Western  Waters  (the  western  Bend  of  Lake  Ontario,) 
20  miles  east  of  a  line  to  be  run  from  the  extremity  of  the  South 
line  aforesaid  to  the  45th  degree  of  N.  Latitude.  It  is  now  ascer- 
tained, that  the  20  miles  east  of  the  place  in  contemplation  will  be 
contained  within  a  line  that  will  fall  far  on  this  side  £rie — The 

Question  will  be,  what  will  be  the  Gonscquence  of  this  geographical 
irror  ?  My  opinion  on  a  slight  examination  is,  that  it  will  leave 
our  purchase  good.  Mr.  Gorham  seems  desirous,  if  the  law  proves 
theirs  to  sell  to  Pennsylvania,  but  it  is  necessary  that  we  remember 
their  doctrine  deprives  us  of  the  Jurisdiction,  for  New  York  most 
probably  will  not  part  with  it.  I  think  it  proper  to  add  further 
that  Mr.  Gorham  raised  a  question,  whether  the  grant  of  the 
Jurisdiction  to  Penns'a  by  Congress  was  valid.  These  loose  hints, 
Sir,  upon  so  important  a  point  are  not  fit  in  form,  at  least,  for  the 
public  Eye,  but  it  is  necessary,  that  you,  and  the  other  superior 
characters  in  our  government  should  bo  apprized  of  the  difficulty 
which  is  attempted  to  be  raised. 

The  purchase  made  of  the  Indians  by  Mr.  Gorham  &  Co.,  (part 
of  their  whole  purchase  of  the  state)  begins  at  our  82d  mile  stone, 
and  runs  along  our  N.  line  to  the  124th,  and  then  runs  due  N.  to 
the  great  Fork  of  .the  Genesee  river.  The  tract  of  country  is  about 
42  miles  E.  &  W.,  &  about  70  miles  N.  &  S.,  compiled  V,^  <iovi\.\jA\i^ 
millions  of  acres,  divided  into  Townships  of  Q  mWca  ^>c^ti\^  tiXs^'^Vi 
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one  handred  io  number.  Of  these  Townships  35  are  sold  Ijing  on 
the  N.  E.  quarter  principally,  the  remainder  being  on  the  Genesee 
River.  Those  on  our  line  are  yet  unsold.  It  appears  clear  to  ma 
that  the  most  accessible  Market  for  this  part  of  their  purchase  must 
be  down  the  Tioga,  which  renders  the  settlement  of  that  country  a 
beneficial  thing  to  us  in  regard  to  commerce,  as  it  evidently  is  also 
in  regard  to  defence  from  the  Indians.  They  sell  in  specie  ftom 
14d.  to  18d.  lawful  ^  acre,  with  the  Townships  only  run  out^  so 
ihat  the  expence  of  subdividing  remains. 

The  accounts  of  the  situation  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain 
renders  his  death,  at  this  moment,  highly  probable,  and  his  restora- 
tion to  any  vigor  of  mind  or  body  (if  he  should  live,)  almost  im- 
possible. A  dropsical  disease,  aocompanyed  with  symptoms  of 
excessive  taint  in  his  blood,  and  with  disorder  in  his  mind,  has 
invaded  his  whole  muscular  system.  The  derangement  of  the 
funds  of  England,  whose  public  credit  has  been  most  ingeniously 
and  wonder^illy  extended,  as  her  debts  became  alarminglv  mit^ 
appears  to  me  a  very  probable  Consequence  of  a  chance  or  Kings 
with  its  usual  consequences  a  change  of  Ministers,  principles  and 
systems.  By  letters  of  the  21st  of  Novem.,  from  Bristol;  the 
British  King  was  not  dead  at  that  time. 
I  have  the  honor  of  being, 

very  respectfully,  your 

Excellency's  most  obedt. 

k  most  humble  Servant., 

TENCH  COXE.* 

New  York,  26th  Jan'y,  1789; 


De.  Bush  to  P&es.  Miffun^  17S9. 

Gentlemen, 

Having  received  lately  in  small  subscriptions  in  Pennsylvania 
certificates  for  Dickinson  College,  I  am  induced  by  the  experienoe  of 
past  favors  to  that  institution  from  your  hou'ble  body,  to  request  an 
order  from  you,  upon  the  treasurer  of  the  State  for  the  amount  of 
half  an  years  interest  due  upon  them  in  October  last.  Your  com* 
pliance  with  this  request  will  be  highly  acceptable  to  the  friends  of 
the  College,  &  confer  fresh  obligations  upon.  Gentlemen, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

BENJ'N  RUSH. 

The  interest  now  requested  will  be  under  £15  0  0. 

January  28, 1789. 

His  Excellency  the  President,  &  Council  of  .Pennsylvania, 
t  Hoc  Co\.  l^w.,N«\.  ^N.,\.  ^^^. 


PBMNSTLYANIA  ARCfilYBB  1789.  (41 

Timothy  Pickering  to  President  MivfLiN,  1789. 

Wilkesborough,  Jan'j  29. 1789. 
Sir. 

Matthias  HoUeDbach  Esquiro  haa  just  iDformed  me  that  applioap 
tion  haa  been  made  to  him  aboat  appointing  an  election  of  a  juaUce 
of  the  peace  in  this  town.  I  observed  to  him  that  Connoil  must 
pzevionahr  grant  permission  for  it.  I  therefore  now  beg  leave  to 
SDggest  the  matter  for  the  consideration  of  Clouncil.  I  hadsome  time 
time  ainee  thought  of  doing  it,  on  account  of  the  difficultj  which  had 
repeatedly  oecurred  in  assembling  justices  enough  to  hold  an  Orphans' 
ooorti  but  on  reading  the  last  law  on  the  subject,  paased  the  20th  of 
February  1788,  it  appeared  uncertain  whether  the  difficulty  would 
be  removedi  for  this  district  in  which  Wilkesborougb,  the  county 
town,  is  situate,  is  upwards  of  50  miles  long;  and  the  additional 
justice  might  be  elected  80  miles  from  it.  But  on  examining  the 
preceding  law,  passed  the  4th  of  March  1786, 1  find  the  county  town 
nay  have  tico  justices  within  it,  whenever  the  president  in  Council 
ahall  think  proper  to  grant  the  same.  And  that  you  may  be  possessed 
of  the  necessary  data  in  the  present  case,  I  beg  leave  to  remark — That 
this  county  is  about  120  miles  in  length — that  'tis  divided  only  into 
three  districts,  in  each  of  which  there  have  been  two  justices  of  the 
peace  commissioned,  altho  at  this  time  there  are  hnt/our  in  the  county, 
two  having  resigned :  That  in  the  first  district,  (extending  from  Tagues 
creek  to  Nescopeck,  a  length  of  50  miles,  or  more)  the  two  justices 
dwell  in  the  township  of  Wilkesborough,  tho'  one  only  lives  in  the 
town,  in  the  Pennsyloania  sense  of  the  word,  that  is,  in  that  part  of 
the  township  which  was  laid  out  in  lots  for  the  site  of  a  town ;  in 
which-there  is  a  public  square,  where  the  new  England  people  former- 
ly erected  their  court  house  &  jail,  &  where  the  present  court  house  k 
jail  of  the  county  have  lately  been  built : — That  in  the  second  district 
(of  like  extent  with  the  first)  the  only  justice  in  commission  lives  in 
Kingston  township,  and  about  4  or  5  miles  from  Wilkesboro'i  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  river ;  and  that  of  the  two  candidates  for  the 
TRoant  office  of  justice  in  the  district,  one  lives  in  Kingston,  and  about 
R  mile  from  Wilkesborough,  and  the  other  in  Plymouth,  &  about  four 
miles  from  Wilkesboro' : — That  the  nearest  justice  in  the  8d  district 
lives  50  miles  from  hence;  and  the  candidates  for  the  vacant  office  in 
the  district  live,  one  about  80^  the  other  about  84  miles  from  Wilkes- 
boro'. 

From  this  statement  it  appears  that  there  may  be  four  justices  of 
ihe  peace,  of  whose  residences  the  most  distant  will  be  but  four  or 
five  miles  from  the  county  town :  but  as  Mr.  Hollenbach  (the  justice 
residing  here  in  the  town)  has  observed,  his  business  frequently 
obliges  him  to  be  absent  several  weeks  together,  &  sometimes  three 
or  four  months ;  and  at  such  times  the  inability  to  attend  of  a  single 
justice  suspends  the  business  of  the  Orphans'  court,  aud^l  as^")  v^^vt^. 
Senions  of  ihe  peace. 
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Should  it  be  thoaght  proper  to  grant  another  justioe  for  the  coun^ 
town,  it  will  be  very  necessary  for  Council  to  define  in  the  grant,  the 
meaning  of  the  woid  county-townj  to  prevent  disputes  among  the 
electors.  What  in  Pennsylvania  are  called  townshipsj  in  new 
England  are  commonly  called  towns;  &  possessing  these  ideas,  some 
people  in  Kingston  supposed  the  present  court-house  &  jail  might 
have  been  built  there,  because,  by  the  kw,  it  was  to  be  erected  la 
some  convenient  place  *Mn  or  near  Wilkesburg,''  under  which  name 
they  imagined  the  entire  township  was  comprehended. — In  the  hw 
for  erecting  the  county  of  Luzerne  (passed  Sept'r  25, 1786)  this  town 
is  called  Wilkesbtirg,  &  in  the  first  supplement  to  that  law  YFiZftef* 
horowjh :  but  I  find  the  name  originally  given  to  it  by  the  new 
England  people,  and  which  appears  in  their  records,  is  Wilke$  Barrt^ 
by  which  name  they  designated  not  only  the  town^  bat  the  townAip 
of  five  miles  square. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

very  respeofully,  sir, 
your  most  obed't  servant 

TIMOTHY  PICKERING. 
Directed, 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Mifflin  Esq.,  President  of  Pennsylvania 


Tenoo  Coxe  to  Pres.  Mifflin— Erie,  1789. 

Dear  Sir, 

In  addition  to  the  letter  Council  will  receive  from  our  delegaUon, 
I  think  it  may  be  useful  to  give  you  some  further  information.  As 
there  is  not  yet  a  Congress,  and  there  is  not  a  certainty  of  [seven 
states,  I  would  submit  the  propriety  of  applying  to  the  Secy,  for 
foreign  affairs  to  write  to  the  Qovernor  of  Canada,  for  pcrmissioa 
to  enter  the  British  country  to  make  the  necessary  astronomictl 
observations,  &  for  information  whether  Mr.  Ellicott  can  have  the 
necessary  supplies  of  provisions,  boats  &c.,  from  the  British  posts. 
Mr.  Gorman  of  Massachusetts,  who  is  among  the  purchasers  of  the 
cession  of  property  by  New  York,  to  that  State,  is  of  opinion  that 
difiiculties  might  arise  if  our  Geographers  name  (Capt.  Hutchins  and 
Jonson)  should  appear,  as  ho  is  considered  by  them  in  the  light  of  an 
officer  leaving  their  service  in  time  of  war.  It  may  bo  well  there- 
fore if  any  thing  should  prevent  Mr.  Ellicotts  going,  to  keep  this 
Circumstance  in  mind.  I  find  among  the  papers  of  Congress  an 
application  from  Capt.  Hutchins  to  them  in  June  last,  to  take  np 
this  Business,  which  would  have  been  done  in  a  few  days,  but  when 
onr  delegates  were  prepared,  there  ceased  to  be  a  quorum  of  StatcSi 
Tbo  delay  of  this  matter  li\V  l\io  li^^  QkC^N^T:umcs^\*\£k^V;&)^\Ll  throw 
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ito  the  great  M aaa  of  objects  that  will  go  before  them.  I  there- 
I  thiok  it  will  be  verj  proper  that  we  applj  to  Sir.  Ja^,  if 
Dcil  approve  the  step  without  the  least  delay.  From  a  varietj 
rerj  important  considerations  respecting  the  western  Territories 
the  United  States,  I  would  strongly  recommend  to  the  Govern- 
rt  of  Pennsylvania,  the  intersection  of  the  County  of  Northum- 
Ian3  by  a  laud  &  water  communoation'^  leading  to  lake  Brie  this 
r.  This  improvement  is  in  itself  so  proper  and  necessary  that  it 
nld  be  done  on  that  ground  alone,  but  the  probable  course  of 
ints  in  the  South  western  country,  renders  it  highly  advisable  to 
re  in  it  this  spring. 

I  am  dear  Sir, 

your  affectionate  &  respectf.  servt. 

TENCH  COXK 
low  York,  1st  Feb.  1789. 


Delbqates  in  Congrkss  10  Pass*  Munjir,  1789. 

New  York,  Febry.  2d,  1789. 

7e  have  been  honoured  with  a  communication  from  the  Executive 
ndl  of  the  23d  Ultimo.f 

*he  same  Ideas  were  suggested  by  the  Geographer  last  summer, 
no  measures  were  adopted  by  Congress  to  mcilitate  the  com- 
ion  of  that  survey. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  very  great  regard,  your  most  obedient 
and  humble  servants, 

JAMES  R  REID, 
TENCH  COXE. 

'he  honourable  George  Ross,  Esquiro. 


Wabdxnbto  Pass.  Mivilik,  1789. 

Lpeeable  to  your  desire,  I  have  the  Honor  of  enclosing  you  an 
(mate  of  the  yearly  Sixpence  of  two  Watchmen,  &o.,  for  two 
BMi  as  also  the  cost  of  two  lamps,  &c.     The  Board  of  AVardens 

nave  no  objection  to  appoint  the  Men  and  keep  the  whole 
isr  the  City  regulations ;  as  they  pay  in  Specie  the  repayment  of 

Aipenoo  win  be  expected  regularly  and  in  the  same  kind  of 

♦  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  669. 
t  Seepage,  587. 
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moDey.  If  the  Hotira  those  Men  are  to  coDtiDue  on  tlieir  staodi 
should  differ  from  those  of  the  City  Watch^  thej  no  doubt  will 
expect  farther  oompensation. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

your  Exoeliency  obed.  hble.  Seryt         

WM.  QOYKO. 
Directed^ 

His  Exeelleney,  Thomas  Mifflin  Esq.; 
February  Sd^  1789. 


Estimate  of  the  Ezpence  of  two  Watchmen,  two  Lamps  &e.| 
For  the  StaU  ffouse^ 
2   Watchman,  458  ^  mon  is  ^  ann.  £  54  00 

2    great  Coats  in  2  years — for  1  year  is  2  12 

Cotton  wick,  ^  ann.  5 

26  Gallons  of  Strained  oil,  for  2  Lampe,  ^  ann.        4  10 
Lighting  2  Lamps  ^  anm.  2  8     Specie. 

£63  15  0 

2  Lamps  &  Ladder,  JS8  15 

Posts,  ke.,  15 

Oil  Pot,  Flams,  Lanthern,  &c ,  1  00 

2  Watchman's  Staves,  5 

2  Watch  Houses,  Locks,  &o.,  9 

£15   6  0 

For  the  Treasury, 
1  Watchman  45s,  ^m.  27 

1  Great  Coat  2  yrs.  1  yr.  16 

Lighting  one  Lamp,  1  4 

29100 

108100 


Report  or  Comiottkb  05  Securing  Pubuc  Rxoords,  1780. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  report  a  plan  for  securing  the  PubBo 
Becords,  agreeable  to  a  late  Act  of  Assembly,  offer  the  followiafii 
That  a  Contract  be  made  with  the  City  Waitfens  to  furnish  a  sofr 
dent  number  of  Watchmen  (and  lamps  if  necessary)  to  guard  tk 
public  records  &  papers  in  the  State  House  and  both  wings  thereof 
with  the  buildings,  and  likewise  the  public  Treasury ;  and  that  u 
soon  as  the  above  proposed  contract  is  made,  and  the  effect  Uiereof 
in  full  operation,  the  Invalid  corps  now  imbodied  for  the  above  par 
poaea  be  disbanded. 
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^SBBIDINT    MlITIJN     TO     OOYERNOB    ThOMAB     PllfCKIfET,     OF 

South  Carolina,  1789. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  February  7th,  1789. 

Application  has  been  made  to  the  Council  of  this  State  on  the 
Mtrt  of  the  Magiatrates  of  the  County  of  Dauphin,  to  obtain  from 
he  office  of  the  Ordinarr  of  Charlea-Town  district,  an  Originalpaper, 
f  hioh  appears  to  have  been  received  and  acted  upon  as  the  Will  of 
\  certain  Simpson  Harris,  deceased,  by  Oeorge  Abbott  Hall,  Ordi- 
lary  of  the  said  district,  on  the  thirteenth  of  January,  Anno  Domini, 
L753. 

Actions  are  now  depending  in  tlie  said  County  of  Daujphin,  in 
irhich  this  Original  paper  will  be  material  evidence,  as  Witnesses 
lAve  appeared  to  prove  that  the  said  paper  is  a  forgery. 

Should  your  Excellency  think  it  proper  to  order  the  paper  wanted 
to  be  transmitted  to  me  by  the  conveyance  of  the  Post  Office,  care 
ihall  be  taken  to  return  it  free  of  charge  after  the  Tryal. 
I  am,  with  the  greatest  respect, 

your  Exceirys  most  obt.  &  most  h'bl  servant 


Committee  of  Wats  and  Means  to  Pbesidsnt  Mifflin,  1789. 

Sir, 

The  General  Assembly  having  referred  that  part  of  the  Message 
of  Council  which  respects  the  payment  of  pensioners  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ways  &  Means — it  appears  to  me  that  it  would  be  very 
useful  to  that  Committee  to  have  a  conference  with  a  Committee  of 
Council  on  that  &  other  subjects  respecting  the  revenue. 

If  Council  shall  think  proper  to  appoint  a  Committee,  we  will 
attend  them  at  any  time  they  may  think  best — the'  if  it  is  on  an 
aflemoon  or  evening  it  will  interfere  less  with  the  business  of  the 
House.  To  avoid  form  &  ceremony,  I  have  ventured  to  propose  this 
method  without  the  Intervention  of  the  House,  but  I  submit  to  your 
better  Judgement  as  to  the  propriety,  &  am 
Bespeotfully,  Sir, 

yr.  most  h'ble  servt, 

THOS.  FITZSIMMONS, 
Chairman  Committee  W.  &  M. 
Monday,  9th  Feby.,  1789. 
Dirtciedf 
Hia  Excellency,  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esq. 

*  See  Col.  fide.,  Vol.  XYI.,  p.  2. 
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DsBGRiFnoN  or  Powder  Magaziite,  1789. 
Sir, 

The  Magazine  is  in  length  nearly  North  and  South  thirty  fii« 
feet,  and  in  hreadth  sixteen  feet,  measured  on  the  inside ;  the  height 
of  the  Wall  seven  feet  &  eight  inches.  Under  the  floor  the  whole 
length  of  the  huilding,  and  I  judge  about  a  foot  from  the  ground, 
there  appears  a  wall  on  which  the  Sleepers  rest  crosswaya  of  tbe 
building,  those  sleepers  are  many  of  them  decay'd|  by  which  means 
the  floor  is  much  settled,  yet  it  is  no  ways  damp. 
I  am,  Sir, 

your  most  obedt.  servt., 

JOSEPH  STILES,  S.  G.  Mig. 
Phikda.,  11th  Feb.,  1789. 
Directed^ 
Honorable  James  Reed,  Esqr. 


Record  op  Court  against  Aaron  Kilburn— Wyoming,  1789. 

I  certify  that  at  a  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  and  general  Gaol 
Delivery  held  at  Wilkcsborough  for  the  County  of  Luzerne  the 
fourth  day  of  November  last,  Aaron  Kilbonme  late  of  the  said 
County  yeoman,  was  indicted  arraigned  and  convicted  by  his  own 
confession  of  having  on  tbe  twenty-sixth  day  of  June  last,  at  Wilkes- 
borough  in  the  said  Connty  with  force  and  arms  to  wit :  with  Guns, 
Knives,  &  Tomahawks  unlawfully,  riotously,  and  routously  asembled 
with  a  number  of  other  persons,  and  gathered  themselves  together 
to  disturb  the  peace  of  the  commonwealth,  and  so  being  assembled 
together  of  having  made  an  assault  on  Timothy  Pickering  Esqdre, 
and  him  the  said  Timothy  Pickering  Esquire  then  and  there  unlaw- 
fully beat  and  ill  treated  bound  with  Cords  imprisoned  and  of  bis 
natural  liberty  deprived,  and  of  having  unlawfully,  riotously,  and 
xoutously  and  against  the  will  of  the  said  Timothy  taken  and 
conveyed  away  the  said  Timothy  into  lone  and  desert  places  in  the 
said  County  and  him  the  said  Timothy  then  and  there  in  the 
said  lone  and  desert  places  in  the  said  County  from  the  day  aforesaid 
until  the  fifteenth  day  of  July  in  the  same  year,  bound  with  Chum 
and  exposed  to  the  Inclemency  of  the  weather,  unlawfully,  riotousljy 
&  routously  kept,  imprisoned  and  detained  with  a  seditious  Intention 
to  compel  and  procure  the  discharge  and  Release  from  Oaol  of  one 
John  Franklin  then  lately  before  arrested  &  committed  to  the  Gaol 
of  the  City  and  County  of  Philadelphia  for  High  Treason,  and  that 
it  was  thereupon  considered  by  the  said  Court  that  the  said  Aaron 
KilboMTHQ   should  bo  im]^i\ao\i^^  i^t  VXi^  ^\|^^  ^1  ^^^   Calender 
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month  in  the  common  Gaol  of  Loseme  County  pay  the  Ooets  of  the 
proeeootion  and  in  the  mean  time  remain  in  the  Sheriff's  Custody. 
Witness  my  Hand,  this  12th  Febraary,  1789. 

EDWARD  BURD.  Prot  Sup.  Ct* 


COMMITTSE  OF  AsSEBiBLT  TO  PrBB.  MiTFUN  1789. 

Wednesday,  Februai^,  13th,  1789. 
Sir, 

The  General  Assembly  having  appointed  Messrs.  Wynkoop, 
Thomas,  Brodhead,  Piper  &  myself  a  Committee  to  oonsider  the 
Letter  of  the  Secretary  at  War  &  Act  of  Congress  of  12th  August 
transmitted  to  the  House  with  the  message  from  your  hon'blo.  board, 
have  instructed  them  to  confer  with  Council  on  the  subject.  Your 
Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  inform  the  Committee  at  what  Time  it 
will  be  convenient  to  Council  to  receive  them. 
I  am  Sir, 
your  Excell/s  very  obdt.  Servt. 

W.  ROBINSON,  JuN.t 
His  Excellency,  Thomas  Mifflin  Esquire., 


Cebtificatx  of  Supreme  Coubt,  oase  of  S.  Miles,  1789. 

i  certify  by  order  of  the  Justices  of  the  Supremo  Court  of  Penn- 
sylvania, to  the  Honorable  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of 
Pennsylvania,  that  at  a  Supreme  Court  held  at  Philadelphia,  the  first 
day  of  October  last,  before  the  said  Justices,  an  appeal  of  Samnel  Miles 
Esquire,  from  the  settlement  of  his  account  by  tbe  Comptroller 
General  and  approved  of  by  the  Honorable  Council,  the  Record 
whereof  had  been  transmitt^  by  them  to  the  said  Supreme  Court 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  to  the  said  Samuel  Miles  Esquire  a  trial  by 
Jury  respecting  his  said  account,  was  accordingly  tried  by  a  Jury 
of  tbe  Country,  and  a  verdict  given  by  them  in  favor  of  the  said 
Samnel  Miles  Esquire,  to  wit,  that  the  state  afsd.  was  indebted  to 
the  said  Samuel  Miles  Esquire,  upon  a  settlement  of  the  said  account 
in  Spede,  the  sum  of  ninety-three  pounds  and  six  pence,  and 
Beasons  being  filed  by  the  Attorney  General  for  a  now  trial  the 
oonaideration  thereof  was  adjourned  to  January  Term  last,  and  that 
npon  argument  on  the  twenty  second  day  of  January  last,  the  ver- 

*  Sec  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  11. 
f  See  Col  Rcc,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  *A. 
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diet  aforesaid  was  oonfinned  by  the  said  oonrt  and  tbat  it  wmmm 
sidered  by  tha  said  ooort  thafc  the  said  Saaiuel  Miles,  Esqaiie^  vsf 
intitled  to  receive  the  sud  sam  of  money  in  speeie  in  the  wtm 
manner  that  other  specie  accounts  are  settled  by  the  statey  togethv 
with  the  farther  sum  of  thirteen  ponnds  eight  shillings  and  e^ 
pence  the  costs  of  snit. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  tkt 
seal  of  the  said  Supreme  Court  at  Philadelphia  the  twelfth  day  of 
February  in  the  year  of  oar  Lord  MDCCLXXXIX. 

EDW.  BURD,  Pro.  Sup.  Court 


C.  J.  Bbsablt  ov  N.  J.|  to  P&es.  Muflin,  1789. 

Trenton,  14  February,  1789. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  was  honored  to-day  with  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  12th 
instant. 

Early  in  the  year  1780,  a  correspondence  commenced  between 
Chief  Justice  McKean  and  myself,  respecting  the  removal  of  persons 
charged  with  crimes  from  one  State  to  another.  At  that  time  the 
necessity  of  settling  a  rule  respecting  the  business  almost  every  day 
occured,  and  Mr.  McKean  advised  that  the  State  where  the  offence 
was  committed  should  be  at  the  trouble  and  expence  of  removing 
the  Prisoner.  In  consequence  of  which  I  applied  to  the  Legislators 
of  this  State,  they  being  then  in  session,  and  obtained  a  Law  for 
that  purpose,  which  passed  the  17th  day  of  March  1780. 

By  which  either  of  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  court  is  autbo- 
rized  <<  To  issue  a  warrant  under  his  hand  and  seal,  to  the  Sheriff 
''  of  the  County  where  the  offence  is  alledged  to  have  been  eoB- 
'<  mitted,  who  is  required  to  pay  obedience  thereto  anthorisiog  and 
**  requiring  the  said  Sheriff  to  make  application  to  the  EzeontifB 
'<  officer,  or  to  the  Chief  Justice  or  other  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Ooui 
''of  the  state  where  such  persons,  guilty  of,  or  charged  with.  Treason, 
'^  Felony  or  other  high  Misdemeanor,  shall  be  apprehended  or  eon* 
'^  fined,  for  an  endorsment  of  the  said  warrants,  and  therefore  to  make 
«  demand  of,  and  receive  such  offender,  or  supposed  offender,  of  the 
'^  Sheriff,  Gaoler,  or  other  persons  having  him  in  custody,  and  hia 
'<  safely  to  bring  before  the  said  Justice,''  &c.  The  act  also  aatho* 
riles  the  Justice,  who  shall  issue  the  warrant,  to  draw  upon  the 
Treasury  for  the  expences  attending  the  Execution  of  it.  We  havs 
always  pursued  the  mode  prescribed  in  this  law,  in  New  Jerseyi 
our  Governor  not  being  authorized  by  any  law,  to  send  a  Sheriff 
out  of  the  state,  or  pay  him  for  his  trouble.    We  have  eonsidered 
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tri  of  the  articles  of  oonfederatioD  whieh  respeoti  ibis  mttter 
[dj  designed  to  prevent  one  State  from  giring  proteotion  to 
BIS  from  an  otlier,  and  that  the  powers  therein  given  to  the 
tives,  are  not  necessary  to  be  exercised  in  ordinary  cases, 
rer  to  prevent  a  failure  of  justice  in  this  case,  application  is 
to  Governor  Livingston,*  who  will  doubtless  send  his  Requi- 
fer  Allen,  who  is  charged  with  a  most  atrocious  Forgery. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
with  perfect  esteem,  your  Ezcellenoy's 

most  obedient  humble  servant, 
DAVID  BREARLY. 

Ezcellencv,  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esquire,  President  of  Pennsyl- 
Philadelphia. 
lored  by  Abraham  Hunt,  Esq., 


Col.  John  Franklin  to  Pbes.  MnnxiN,  1789. 

PhiladelphU  Goal,  Feb.  17th,  1789. 

ire  a  long  time  been  anxious  to  be  brought  to  a  tryal  or  other- 
>  be  Liberated  on  Bail — I  have  lately  had  a  flattering  expectation 
be  latter  would  take  place,  I  still  retain  a  hope-^but  how  long 
1  remain  Prisoner,  Is  yet  bid  from  mine  eyes» 
ilk  to  avoid  complaints  as  much  as  possible  and  to  endure  my 
sment  with  all  the  patience  and  fortitude  that  I  am  master  of, 
kave  to  regret  that  more  than  sixteen  months  Imprisonment 
boe  strange  to  me,  remote  from  my  friends,  has  reduced  me 
ligeot  cireumstances,  and  renders  me  wholly  unable  to  make 
rovision  for  my  own  support. 

s  now  six  weeks  since  I  came  last  to  this  plaoe  from  Easton.  It 
ot  been  in  my  power  to  Provide  such  Clothing  and  Covering  as  is 
Miry  to  guard  against  the  Inclemency  of  the  season,  which  makes 
tide  of  firewood  the  more  necessary,  that  as  no  provision  is  made 
)  la  that  way.  I  have  since  last  committed  to  this  place  been 
dant  on  ray  fellow  prisoners  for  the  Benefit  of  sitting  by  their 
ij  own  Circumstances  being  such  as  has  rendered  me  unable 
me  myself  with  fuel, — as  the  time  is  uncertain  bow  long  I 
remain  in  this  Disagreeable  situation,  I  thought  proper  to 
my  wants  to  your  Excellency,  and  to  request  that  some  means 

♦  See  p.  560.    And  CoL  Rec,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  141. 
IToL.  XI.— 24 
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may  be  adopted  that  I  may  be  prodded  with  the  artide  of  fin 
wood^  the  most  neoeisary  for  a  Pnaoner  in  an  inclement  seasoo. 
I  am  Sir,  with  Doe  reqpeoti 

yoa  Exoellency's  meet  obedient, 

and  bamble  servant, 

JOHN  FRANKLIN  * 
IHrectedf 

His  Ezcellonoy  Thomas  MiflBUoi  Esq.;  President  in  Conndl. 
Jndoned; 

Read  Feb.  18, 1789. 


DXMAND  OF  OOVEBNOB  OF  NflBf  JSRSET    FOB    ANDREW  AUfH, 

1789. 

Elizabeth  Town,  18th  Feby.  1789. 
Dr.  Sir, 

It  has  been  represented  to  me  by  the  Honble.  David  Brearly  Esq., 
Chief  Justice  of  this  State,  that  he  lately  sent  a  warrant  into  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania  for  one  Andrew  Allen  who  is  charged  with 
forgery  in  the  County  of  Middlesex  in  this  State,  &  is  found  in  the 
State  or  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  &  that  the  Executive  of 
that  State  will  not  deliver  him  without  the  requisition  of  the  Execa- 
tive  of  this  State. 

I  am  informed  that  this  is  the  first  instance,  among  a  great  number 
of  Gases  where  the  warrant  from  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  SuprsflM 
Court  has  been  deemed  to  be  insufficient ;  &  it  is  probable  that  yoQ 
consider  the  4th  article  of  the  old  Confederation  as  extending  to  ill 
Cases.  To  avoid  however  all  altercations  upon  the  subject,  I  do  herebj 
agreeably  to  the  Confederation,  &  in  the  words  of  it,  '<  Demand  ai 
*'  Governor  &  the  Executive  Power  of  this  State  of  New  Jenej 
<'  from  the  State  or  Commowealth  of  Pennsylvania,  that  the  mi 
<^  Andrew  Alien  be  delivered  up,  &  removed  to  thia  State  haviog 
''Jurisdiction  of  his  offence." 
With  great  Esteem, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

your  ExceUenc/s  most  humble, 

&  very  obedient  Servant, 

WIL.  MVINGSTON.f 

Dtrectedf 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Sapnot 
Executive  CouncSl  of  the  CommonweaiUi  of  Pennsylvaniai  PUli- 
delphia. 

♦  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  21 
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■LATINa  TO  CaPTUBE  OF  T.  PiCKEBINa,  1788. 

No.  1. 

Deposition  of  Nathan  Kingslej,  178S. 

boat  the  14th  Day  of  Angnst,  1788,  Daniel  Shaw  &  Rabin 
ifered  Nathan  Abbot,  «Janr.,  and  Benjamin  Abbot  into 
ly  as  Prisoners,  I  Being  the  Nighest  Aath(»ity. 
me  Small  Examination  I  Deliyered  them  into  the  Hands 
I  Waterman  Bolding,  to  be  Deliyered  to  the  High  Sheriff 
inty  in  order  to  be  Confin'd  in  the  Coanty  Oou  of  this 
dch  was  accordingly  Done. 

NATHAN  KINOSLEY,  JosUoe. 


I  Oonnty,  ss.  Nov.  7,  1788.  Then  Nathan  Kingaley, 
boye  named,  mado  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  aboye  esrtifi- 
n  subscribed,  before 

MATTHIAS  HOLLENBACK, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 


No.  2. 


^  Certify  that  Waterman  Baldwin  has  Delivered  the 
Nathan  Abbott,  Junr.,  and  Benjn.  Abbott  into  (he  Gaol 
inty.  Given  under  my  hand  at  Wilksbarre,  in  the  County 
s,  this  Eighteenth  day  of  August,  A.  D.,  1788. 

LORD  BUTLER,  Sheriff. 


No.  3. 


ionnty,  ss. 

>oro,  Nov.  7, 1788.  From  the  first  account  I  had  of  the 
which  the  two  Abbots  within  named*  were  delivered  up 
tices  at  this  place,  (which  happened  in  my  absence,)  I  was 
ik  they  had  voluntarily  surrendered  themselves  to  Justice; 
iqniry,  and  the  certificate  of  N.  Eingsley,  Esq.,  within 
am  now  satisfied  they  were  taken  as  therein  is  set  forth. 

T.  PICKERING, 
Clerk  of  the  Peace. 

*  JBee  record  of  their  conviotlon,  p.  420. 
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No.  4. 
Repobt  of  Combiittee  on  LcTtra  of  T.  Pickxruiq,  1788. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  Col.  PickenDg 
BeariDg  Date  Novbr.  15th,  1788,*  relftting  to  the  raward  for 
apprehending  the  rioters  at  Wyoming  in  pnrananoe  of  a  proolanatioa 
of  the  Eight  day  of  Joly  last.  Reports, 

Aaron  Killborn  being  taken  by  a  Constable  on  a  Jnstioea  Wamiit 
on  his  Way  to  giye  himself  up  to  be  tryed  for  an  OffiBitee  said  to  h 
committed  in  twng  Col.  Piokering.  The  person  who  apprehmdid 
him  is  entitled  to  no  reward  only  Ae  fees  due  him  for  tefeoitag 
the  Maffistrat.es'  Warrant. 

Zebalon  Cadyf  taken  by  Sqoires  Smiths  two  sons,  is  josUy 
entitled  to  the  reward  named  in  the  Proclamation. 

Stephen  Jenkins  convicted,  and  the  reward  to  be  paid  to  the 
paxty  who  first  took  him;  he  being  on  parole  when  the  seoond 
party  apprehended  him.]; 

Darios  Parksf  taken  on  a  Justices  Warrant  on  a  Conunon  snit  it 
Law,  it  is  the  Committees  Opinion  no  reward  should  be  pud  for 
him. 

Joseph  Killbomf  tried  and  convicted,  those  who  took  him 
Intitled  to  the  reward  of  100  Dollars. 

Thomas  Kinney,  the  reward  for  taking  him  said  to  be  paid. 

It  appears  to  your  Committee  that  £112  10  was  paid  to  Captain 
Ross  on  the  25th  of  September  ]ast,§  and  upon  the  26th  of  Do., 
there  was  an  order  drawn  for  £75,||  to  be  paid  by  Captn.  Ross  to 
the  several  persons  concerned  in  apprehending  the  Rioters,  which  ii 
to  be  accounted  for. 

Indorsed, 
Read  in  Council,  Nov'r  25th,  1788. 


These  to  Certify  that  James  Smith,  Christian  Ochmig,  &  TIHIEiB 
Smith,  has  Delivered  the  Body  of  Zebulon  Cady  into  the  daol  of 
this  County.  Given  under  my  hand,  at  Wilksbarrc,  in  the  Countj 
of  Luzerne,  this  sixth  day  of  November,  A.  D.,  1788. 

LORD  BUTLER,  Shenii^ 

*  See  page  424.    And  Col.  Bee,  Tol.  XV.,  page  546. 

(See  Becord  of  oonviotion,  p.  419,  421.    Also  p.  424. 
See  Col.  Reo..  YoL  XVI.,  p.  6. 
See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  547.    And  Vol.  XVI.  p.  11. 
lb.,  p.  548. 
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No.  5. 

DiPOBITION  OF  ZSBULON  BUTLIB|  1789 

Zebulon  Bailer,  Esqr,  Lieutenant  of  tbe  County  of  Laseme,  de- 
boteth  and  saith,  that  on  or  about  the  twenty  ninth  of  Jane,  laat, 
Stephen  Jenkins*,  (now  a  prisoner  in  this  Coanty)  was  tiJcen  by  a 
party  of  the  militia  then  in  pursuit  of  the  rioters,  and  brouffht  a 

K'soner  to  ^is  place  on  suspicion  of  his  being  concerned  with  them, 
ere  being  no  prison  or  place  of  confinement,  he  was  kept  under 
Guard  for  some  days.  That  he,  the  deponent,  permitted  the  said 
Jenkins  to  go  to  his  family,  and  return  in  four  days  for  his  Exami- 
nation, which  he  punctually  did,  and  Delivered  himself  to  the 
authority;  and  ho  further  saith  that  he  was  Informed  by  the  civil 
authority  that  they  had  Dismissed  the  said  Jenkins  on  condition 
that  he  would  return  whenever  called  for. 

ZEB'N  BUTLER. 

"  Loieme  Coanty,  ss.,  January  31st,  1789.  Personally  appeared 
Zebulon  Butler,  Esqr.,  before  me,  Matthias  HoUenback,  Justice  of 
peace  fur  said  County,  and  mado  oath  that  the  above  and  foregoing 
Deposition  by  him  subscribed,  contains  the  Truth  according  to  the 
best  of  his  knowledge. 

MATTHIAS  HOLLENBACK.* 


No  6. 

Petition  op  Gideon  OgTBRHOur,"  1789. 

To  the  Honble.  Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 
The  Petition  of  Gideon  Osterhout  humbly  sheweth,  that  your 
honourable  board  did  Issue  a  proclamation  dated  July  8th,  1788,t 

Somising  sundry  rewards  for  apprehending  John  Jenkins,  John 
yde  and  others,  &  in  particular  promising  a  reward  of  one  hundred 
dollars  to  any  person  wno  shall  apprehend  &  secure  any  person  who 
shall  be  convicted  of  aiding  and  assisting  in  takeing  off  Timothy 
Pickering  Esq., — that  your  petitioner  did  pursuant  to  said  proelar 
mation  apprehend  and  secure  one  Darias  Park  and  also  one  Aaron 
ELilbum,  who  were  afterwards  at  the  Supreme  Court  of  October 
last,  holden  at  Wilksbarre  in  the  County  of  Luzerne,  Convicted  of 
the  aforesaid  offence  of  Takeing  off  said  Timothy  Pickering. 

•  See  page  424,  and   Col.  Rec.,  Yo\.  XVI.,  p.  5. 
^  See  ft  Col  Rec.,  Vol.  XV»,  p.  489. 
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Yoar  petitioner  is  ready  to  yerify  that  said  proelamation  wu  in 
fall  force  at  the  time,  &  that  he  did  in  fact  apprehend  &  seeure  said 
Parks  and  Eilbnrn,  and  each  of  them  did  perfectly  answer  the  de- 
scription &  Character  of  the  persons  requir^l  to  be  apprehended  hj 
said  proclamation,  and  therefore  Considers  himself  Clearly  Intitled 
to  the  reward  of  one  hundred  Dollars  for  the  apprehending  Eaoh  of 
them  according  to  the  promise  of  Gkivemment^  solemnly  made  and 
Published  in  said  proclamation,  and  therefore  prays  for  the  order  of 
your  Honble.  boaid  for  the  payment  of  the  6ame--ft  your  petitioiier 
shall  ever  pray  as  in  Duty  lx)und  fte.|  , 

Philadelphia^  Feby.  11th,  1789. 

GIDEON  OSTEEHOUT.* 


This  may  eertiy  that  Gideon  Osterhout|  Constable,  took  and 
Brought  down  to  ue  County  Goal,  Darrias  Parks,  Concerned  in  a 
Biot  against  the  State  by  order  of  Obediah  Gore,  Esq.,  Judge  of  the 
Court,  as  witness  my  hand  at  Wilksbarre,  County  of  Luieme  this 
80th  day  Jany.  1789. 

SOLOMON  JOHNSTON,  0.  Goaler. 

To  whom  it  may  Concern. 


No.  7. 


Rkpobt  of  Committeb  on  rewards,  1789. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Consideration  of  the 
rewards  offered  by  Government  for  apprehending  the  late  rioters  in 
the  County  of  Luieme,  find  that  the  reward  claimed  by  Gideon 
Osterhont  for  apprehending  Durias  Parks  &  Aaron  Kilbum  wai 
refer'd  to  a  former  Committee  of  this  board  who  reported  that  sd. 
Kilburn  &  Parks  being  taken  on  a  Justices  warrant  no  reward  was 
due  to  ad.  Osterhout,  but  your  Committee  find  that  sd.  Parka  wu 
taken  by  a  warrant  from  a  Justice  on  suspicion  of  his  being  one  of 
sd.  rioters,  and  that  sd.  Kilbum  was  taken  on  the  proclamation  of 
government,  and  as  appears  by  the  record  of  Court  therefore  report 
that  [(he  sum]  of  two  hundred  Dollars  be  paid  for  appreh^idinff  ad. 
Parks  &  Kilburn. 

The  Committee  find  that  the  reward  offered  by  government  for 
apprehending  Joseph  Kilbum  &  Zobulon  Cady  was  refered  to  sdT 
former  Committee,  who  reported  that  the  reward  of  two  hundred 
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Dolkn  be  paid  for  apprehending  said  Kilbnm  &  Cadv  the  present 
Oommittee  Ooneuring  with  the  former^  and  also  that  the  reward  of 
two  hundred  Dollars  be  paid  for  apprehending  Nathan  Abbott  Jun., 
k  Benjm.  Abbott* 
huUirtedf 
Bead  the  first  time  Feby.  18, 1789. 


H.  EjYox,  Secy,  at  Wab,  to  Pbes.  Hnnjiri  1788. 

War  Offioe.  March  2nd.  1789. 
Sir, 

In  consequence  of  the  enclosed  resolves  of  Congress  of  the  8rd  of 
October,  1787,  and  the  Act  of  th6  le^slatore  of  Pennrjrlvania  in 
pursuance  thereto,  I  haye  the  honor  to  inform  your  Excellency  that 
t  haye  directed  Captain  Fergoson  and  Captain  McCurdy  to  recruit 
ibont  eighty  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  in  Pennsylvaniai 
in  order  to  complete  their  respective  companies  on  the  frontiers. 

Captains  McCurdy  and  Ferguson  will  be  furnished  by  me  with 
money;  clothing,  and  provisions  for  the  recruiting  service. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the 

highest  respect,  your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  and  very  humble  Servt. 

H.  KNOX. 
Dtrecied, 

His  Excellency,  The  President  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 


By  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  October  3, 1787. 

On  a  Report  of  the  Secretary  at  War,  to  whom  was  referred  his 
letter  of  the  26th  of  September,  Congress  came  to  the  following 
resolutions : 

Whereas  the  time  for  which  the  greater  part  of  the  troops  on  the 
frontiers  are  engaged,  will  expire  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  year, 

Reaolvedy  That  the  interests  of  the  United  States  require,  that  a 
xnps  of  seven  hundred  troops  should  be  stationed  on  the  frontiers, 
4>  protect  the  settlers  on  the  public  lands  from  the  depredations  of 
;he  Indians,  to  facilitate  the  sarveying  and  selling  of  the  said  lands, 
a  order  to  reduce  the  public  debt,  and  to  prevent  all  unwarrantable 
ntrnsions  thereon. 

•  See  pages,  419-422-424.  Also  Col.  Beo.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  547-648.  Vol. 
5VI.,  p.  11. 
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Resohedy  That,  in  order  to  Baye  the  great  ezpenae  of  transportbg 
new  levies  to  the  distant  frontiers  of  the  United  Statefl,  and  also  to 
avail  the  publio  of  the  discipline  and  knowledge  of  the  oosntij 
acquired  by  the  troops  on  the  frontiers,  it  is  highly  expedient  to 
retain  as  many  of  them,  as  shall  voluntarily  re-engage  in  the  aervioe 

Resolved,  That  seven  hundred  non-commissioned  offieera  and  priv- 
ates be  raised  for  the  term  of  three  years,  unless  sooner  discharged 
and  that  the  same  be  furnished  in  the  proportions  herein  specified 
by  the  States  which  raised  the  troops  agreeably  to  the  reqaisitioDS 
of  Congress  of  April,  1786.  ^ 

Connecticut,  one  hundred  and  sixty-five. 
New- York,  one  hundred  and  sixty-five 
New- Jersey,  one   hundred  and  ten. 
Pennsylvania,  two  hundred  and, sixty. 

That  the  commissioned  officers  for  the  said  troops,  be  famished  by 
the  said  States,  agreeably  to  the  present  proportions. 

That  the  organization  of  the  said  troops,  together  with  the  two 
companies  of  artillery,  raised  by  virtue  of  the  resolves  of  Gonsresi 
of  the  20th  October,  1786,  be  according  to  the  present  eatabliBh- 
ment,  to  wit ;  one  regiment  of  infantry  of  eight  companies,  each 
company  four  Serjeants,  four  coporals,  two  musicians,  and  sixty  priv- 
ates :  and  one  battalion  of  artillery,  of  four  companies,  each  compaoy 
four  Serjeants,  four  corporals,  two  musicians,  and  sixty  pnvates. 

That  the  secretary  at  war,  make  the  necessary  arrangements  £rom 
time  to  time,  to  replace  the  men,  on  the  frontiers,  whose  engagements 
shall  expire. 

That  the  said  troops  shall  be  governed  by  such  rules  and  trtioles 
of  war,  as  are,  or  shall  be  established  by  Congress  or  a  Committee 
of  the  States. 

That  the  pay  and  allowances  of  the  said  troops,  be  the  same  afl 
directed  by  the  resolve  of  Congress  of  April  12,  1785. 

That  the  board  of  treasury  make  the  necessary  provisions  of  cloath- 
ing  and  rations  &om  time  to  time,  at  such  places  as  the  seoretary  at 
war  shall  judge  necessary. 

CHAS.  THOMSON.  Secy. 


John  Fbankun  to  Pbes.  Mifjtlin,  1789. 

Philadelphia  Goal,  March  the  6t&,  1789. 
May  it  please  your  Excellency^ 

In  my  address  the  17th  ult.,*  I  stated  to  your  ExoelleDcy  that  I 
was  unable  to  provide  myself  with  fuel  and  Clothing  neoeeaary  to 
guard  me  against  the  Inclemency  of  the  season,  (the  Clothinff  then 
alluded  to  was  bedding,)  I  was  at  the  same  time  in  want  of  Sondi; 

*  Sco  page  r>4^  Co\,^Rfcft.,N^\.^NV,^.*L\. 
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«  of  wearing  apparel,  bat  it  was  at  that  time,  and  stiU  is  my 
»  be  patient  under  all  my  afflictioDS,  and  to  avoid  as  mnoh 
mble  all  oomplaints.  I,  at  that  time  had  a  hope  that  I  shonld 
f  be  Liberated  from  Prison,  I  still  entertain  the  same  hope^  bat 
It  period  that  will  take  place  is  to  me  unknown, 
ong  Confinement,  remote  from  mj  friends,  and  the  ezpenoe  I 
[Men  put  to  together  with  the  loss  of  my  property  wasted  and 
iled  at  Wyoming  since,  and  in  consequence  of  my  Imprison- 
has  reduced  me  to  Indigent  CircumstanceSy  and  rendered  me 

unable  to  make  any  provision  for  my  own  subsistance. 
t  ha^  been  my  fortune  to  have  been  imprisoned  near  my  own 

where  my  friends  and  Connections  were  around  me,  I  mi^ht 
ake  care  of  my  subsistance,  and  Probably  been  provided  with 
ioessaries  of  Life,  without  any  ezpenee  to  the  Public,  but  being 
ed  in  a  place  strange  to  me,  and  a  large  proportion  of  my  oon- 
snt  being  severe  and  retired,  has  prevented, 
lall  not  attempt  to  enumerate  the  articles  of  Cloathing  that  I 
in  need  of  to  make  my  life  Comfortable,  as  well  as  to  appear 
ity  but  say  in  a  word,  I  am  almost  Destitute  of  Cloathing 
kinds. 

«!  myself  unhappy  that  I  am  unable  to  provide  myself  with 
hings  as  I  stand  in  need  of.  But  from  the  Circumstances  bc- 
dated  it  is  not  in  my  power,  I  have  therefore  thought  fit  to 
my  case  to  your  ExcolleDcy  (that  If  Proper)  it  may  be  repro- 
[  to  your  Honble  Council,  that  such  measures  may  be  taken 
ly  relief  as  to  your  Excellency  and  Honble  Body  shall  be 
bt  expedient. 

I  am  may  it  please  your  Excellency, 

with  Due  respect,  your  Excellency's 

moat  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

JOHN  FRANKLIN. 

I  Excellency,  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esq.,  President  in  Council. 


:s.  Mifflin  to  Govbrnor  B.  RANDOLrn,  of  Virginia, 
1789. 

his  Excellency  Beverly  Randolph,  Governor  of  Virginia. 

In  Council,  Philadelphia  March  6,  1789. 

ir  Excellenc/s  letter  of  the  second  day  of  December  last  with 
.pers  which  accompanied  it  were  laid  before  the  Legislature  of 
bate  on  the  second  day  of  their  present  session,  and  I  have  the 
ction  of  assuring  your  Excellency  ''  That  accustomed  to  senti- 
of  the  highest  respect  and  deference  for  tti^i  Lfc^^^Xxa^  ^"i 
24* 
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Yirginia^  it  most  ever  be  painful  to  the  House,  when  obliged  to  dif- 
sent  from  the  opinion  of  that  assemblj  upon  any  point  of  Commoa 
concern  to  the  two  States  as  members  of  the  Union,  and  pariicularlj 
on  a  measure  of  such  importance  as  the  one  now  proposed,  the  calling 
of  a  convention  of  the  States  for  amending  the  foederal  ConBtitatioDi 
the  necessity  of  which  they  are  not  able  to  diBcem,  tho'  it  is  so  appa- 
rent to,  and  so  earnestly  insisted  on  by  the  Legislature, — ^Tbat  thelitis 
possible  this  Constitution  may  not  be  a  system,  exempt  in  all  its 
parts  from  error,  yet  the  House  do  not  perceive  it  wanting  in  any  of 
those  fundamental  principles  which  are  calculated  to  ensure  the 
Liberties  of  their  Country.  As  it  is,  they  conceive  the  hf ppiness  of 
America,  and  the  Harmony  of  the  Union  to  depend  altogether  on 
suffering  it  to  proceed  undisturbed  in  its  operation  by  prematura 
alterations  or  amendments,  which  however  plausible  they  may  be  in 
tho  ^Theory  or  necessary  perhaps  to  the  idea  of  a  perfect  form  of 
Oovernment  Experience  after  all  can  demonstrate,  whether  they 
would  be  real  improvements  or  not 

That  under  ^uch  forcible  impressions,  the  House  cannot  consis- 
tently with  the  special  dutv  the^  owe  to  the  good  people  of  this 
State  or  with  the  affection  which  in  the  enlarged  spirit  of  Patriotism, 
they  bear  to  the  Citizens  of  the  United  States  at  large,  concur  with 
the  Legislature  of  Virginia  in  their  proposed  application  to  Congress 
for  calhnff  a  convention  of  the  States  for  the  above  mentioned 
purpose.'" 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  great  respect  your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  &  very  humble  servt 
THOS.  MIFFLIN,  President 
[Letter  Book,  Vol.  IL,  p.  232.] 


EXPENCEfl  OP  EEPAIRINO  THE  StATE-HoUSE,  1789. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  March  10th,  1789. 
Sir, 

The  Slate  house  requiring  some  repairs.  Council  appointed 
Messieurs  Collidayy  Hicks  and  Rakestraw  to  examine  the  severtl 
parts  of  the  Building,  and  to  report  an  Estimate  of  the  Expence  of 
the  Bepairs,  which  are  this  time  necessary;  which  Estimate  I  have 

*  The  portion  of  the  Letter  containd  within  quotation  marks  is  an  entire 
extract  from  the  Resolutions  of  the  General  AHScmbly,  passed,  <*  Thursday 
Afarohfi,  1789,  A.M, 


PBNNSTLYANIA  ABGHIVEET  1789;  W 

the  honor  of  encloaing  to  you,   to  bo  laid  before  the  General 
AflMmUj. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  great  Respeot,  Sir, 

Tour  most  obedient  and 

yerj  humble  servant, 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 

Bead  1  time,  Mar.  10,  1789,  Read  2  time,  Mar.  18,  &  refd  to 
Mr.  Robinson,  Mr.  Chapman  &  Mr.  McLene. 

Direetedf 
Honble  The  Speaker  of  the  General  Assembly. 


Estimate  of  the  Expenocs  of  the  neoessary  repurs  of  the  State 
Hoose. 

For  new  shinglins  the  Honse  on  both  sides  and  both  wings 

on  the  North  side,  £310 

For  covering  the  flat  with  copper,  290 

For  Painting  the  inside  &  oat  side  of  the  Honse  and 

Steeple,  and  out  side  of  the  wings,  2  Coats,  272 

For  laying  a  new  brick  floor  in  the  Steeple  &  entry  of  the 

House  and  Sundry  Repairs,  60 

For  finishing  the  sealing  of  the  entry  of  the  House  and 

Repairing  all  the  Plastering,  36 

For  sundry  repairs  in  the  Court  Room,  87 

For  Painting  &  Penciling  the  front  walls  of  the  House 

&  wings,  45 

£1100 


Th^  Difranee  between  Coppering  &  Shingling  the  Top  Pitch, 
The  Copering  will  cost  £150  More;  and  the  Ezpence  of  Painting 
and  Penceling  the  walls  £45 


£195 
March  6th,  1789. 


JOSEPH  RAKESTRAW, 
NICHOLAS  HICKS, 
WM.  COLLAI^K^. 
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Opinion  of  Judges  Supreme  Court  in  a  gase  of  Hubdib. 

1789. 

Pluladelphia,  Maich  12th^  1789. 
Sir, 

The  Judges  bave  re-considered  the  yerdict  of  the  Jury,  agabut. 
Charlee  Reed,  under  sentence  of  death,  and  also  the  cases  cited  hy 
his  Counsel,  Messiears  Lewis  and  Sergeant  to  shew  that  the  offiBOoe 
was  only  an  atrocious  Manslaughter ;  and  we  are  still  of  opinioDi 
that  the  fwiB  proved  on  the  trial  support  the  yerdict  for  mnider. 
But  we  would  further  observe,  that  there  are  shades  of  guilt  in 
murder  as  well  as  in  every  other  offence;  that  in  the  case  of  ^ 
prisoner  there  was  no  old  grudge  against  the  deceased,  for  be  bad 
never  seen  him  until  within  hair  an  hour  before ;  that  the  prisooer 
was  only  eighteen  years  and  three  months  old  when  the  cnme  was 
perpetrated,  and  that  the  passions  of  such  young  persons  are  stronger, 
and  their  reason  weaker  that  in  persons  of  riper  years. 
We  are,  Sir, 

with  very  great  reeard 

your  Ezcellency's  most 

obedient  bumble  servants, 

THO.  MoKEAN, 
GEO.  BRYAN, 
JACOB  BUSH, 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency,  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esquire,  President^  Ac,  of 
Pennsylvania. 


Road  From  Bedford  to  PirrsBURG,  1789. 

The  committee  directed  to  report  the  names  of  proper  personfl, 
asreeable  to  a  resolution  of  the  Honble  the  Glen'l  Assembly  of 
November  21st,  1788,  to  view  and  mark  out  a  road  from  the  town 
of  Bedford  to  Pittsburgh  by  the  nearest  courses  and  most  practicable 

Smnd,  beg  leave  to  report  that  Alexander  McLean,  Esq.,  of  the 
unty  of  Fayett,  James  Quthry  of  the  Country  of  Westmoreland 
and  John  Skenner,  of  the  County  of  Franklin  are  proper  persons  to 
execute  that  business,  and  your  committee  offer  the  followiog 
resolution: — ^Resolved,  that  Alexander  McLean,  Esq.,  James 
Outhry  &  John  Skonner  be  appointed  Commissioners  to  view  and 
mark  a  road  between  the  town  of  Bedford  and  Pittsburgh,  agreeably 
to  the  resolve  aforesaid.f 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XVT.,  pp.  8,  9, 15,  25,  27. 
t  See  Col,  Beo.,  VoU  XYI.,  p,  26,  27. 
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CoNDiTioir  Of  Mud  Island  1789. 

iiide  of  mvd  bland  hatb  giTeo  way  in  anndry  plaoea,  theaa 
im  lepaired  by  the  Tetfa^,  and  the  whole  ia  now  in  good 
ave  aboat  35  perohea  at  the  aontb  weat  Corner — ^And  a  few 
te  will  rednoe  it  altogether.  '^  A  atitoh  in  time  here  will  aave 
lid  I  have  mentioned  this  that  meaenrea  may  if  thonght  prop- 
ken  for  having  it  secured  aoainat  tlie  hiffh  tides  we  may 
izpect — The  Island  is  now  under  lease  at  £30.  ^  annumi  the 
to  Iceep  all  the  bank  in  repair  ezeept  ftom  a  place  at  an  acute 
the  atone  fortification  at  the  south  Saaft  part  of  the  Island 
lly  roundy  about  seventy  perches  to  the  place  near  the  Bank 
Edurthy  and  which  also  includes  the  35  perches  first  mention- 
I  seventy  perches,  are  to  be  kept  up  by  the  state,  and  so  far 
lond  will  1  believe  not  soon  need  repair  again— -hidependent 
jury  done  the  Island  by  its  being  over  flowed  the  stone  work 
nipajred  in  its  foundation  thereby — I  believe  the  sum  neces- 
epair  the  s'd  35  perches  will  not  ezoeed  £30  specie  at  moat* 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  great  respect  your 

Ezcelly's  most  obed't  Serv't 

JO.  NICHOLSON. 
faptroUer  Generals  office  March  14th  1789. 

f 

xcell'y  The  President  in  Council. 


OF  Officers  fob  Volunteeb  Compant  of  Abtillebt, 

1789. 

turn  of  Officers  for  the  Volunteer  Company  of  Artilleryy 
oted  Agreeable  to  the  Militia  Law  of  thb  State  :  Viz, 

Jeremiah  Fisher.     Captain. 

George  Hofner.      Capt's  Lieutenant. 

James  Thompson.  1st,  Lieutenant. 

John  Morrell.        2nd,  Lieutenant. 

Kobert  Morrell.      3d,  Lieutenant 
r  Lieutenants  Office  March  16th,  1789. 

WM.  HENET.  Lt. 


ccellency  Thomas  Miffiin,  Esq.,  President,  and  the  Honorable 
Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Penn^^V^wiVc^. 
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BxpoBT  ON  Mud  Island  1780. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  comptrollaff 
gen'l.  rospectio^  the  banks  of  mud  Iskndi  Baport|  That  they  ind 
the  Banks  are  in  such  a  sitoatioa  m  to  Squire  immediata  repair. 
And  therefore  offisr  the  following  Resolution. 

Resolvedy  that  the  comptroller  take  order  for  the  imn&ediale  r^ 
pairing  aooh  part  of  the  Banks  of  mud  Island^  as  are  by  the  leaae  to 
De  kept  up  at  the  expense  of  the  state.* 
Lkdonedf 

Bead  in  Council  March  19th  1789.  and  Ordered  That  the  Gomp- 
indler  Gen'L  take  measures  to  haye  the  Banks  repaired. 


SiOT.  OF  CoNORKS  TO  Pus.  MinuN,  1789. 

Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress  March  18th,  1789. 
Sir, 

I  have  now  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  herewith 
enclosed  two  copies  of  the  Thirteenth  Volume  which  closes  the  jOQ^ 
nal  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled. 

That  the  change  which  has  been  made  with  so  much  wisdom,  Order, 
and  tranauility  may  answer  the  end  proposed,  and  promote  and  se- 
oare  the  happiness,  prosperity,  and  glory  of  Uie  Union  is  my  most 
fervent  prayer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the 

greatest  Respect  your  Excellency's  Most 

obedient  and  Most  Humble  Servant, 

CHAS.  THOMSON.! 
Directed^ 
His  Excellency  the  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


Genl.  Richabd  Butler  in  favor  of  Gornplantsr,  1789. 

I  beg  leave  to  mention  to  your  Excellency  &  Council  that  Capt'n 
Abcal,  alias  the  Complanter,  one  of  the  principal  Chiefs  of  the  Senneea 
Tribe  of  the  Six  Nations,  has  been  very  useful  in  all  the  Treatiei 
since  1784  inclusive,  &  particularly  to  the  State  of  Penns'a,  this  be 
has  demonstrated  very  fully,  &  his  attachment  at  present  to  the 
State  appears  very  great.    This  has  induced  me  to  suggest  to  yosr 

*  See  page  661. 
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IkDOj  and  Ooanoil  whether  it  may  not  be  good  Pollioy  in  the 
to  fix  this  attachment  by  making  it  his  interest  to  continae  it. 
from  the  Ideas  he  possesses  of  Giviliiation  indaoes  me  to  think 
I  atate  would  be  pleased  to  grant  him  a  small  tract  of  land 
n  the  late  pnrchasey  it  would  be  yery  gratefol  to  him,  &  have 
BiEBot  This  may  be  done  in  a  manor  that  would  render  him 
M  without  lessening  his  influenoe  with  his  own  people  or 
eing  him  to  jealousy.  The  quantity  need  not  be  largOi  perhaps 
housand  or  fifteen  hundred  acres.  How  far  your  Excellency  & 
tU  may  concur  in  this  opinion  will  rest  with  your  Bxcellency  & 

My  wishes  for  the  <]uiet  &  interest  of  the  state  u  well  as 
seiits  of  the  man,  has  induced  me  to  take  the  liberty  to  men- 
this  matter  and  hope  the  notice  will  be  my  appology. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be^         • 
with  the  greatest  respect, 

Sir,  your  Excellency's  most 

obed.  &  very  Hu'e  st., 

RICH'D  BUTLER.* 
lilad'a,  23d  March,  1789. 
eiedf 

is  Excellency,  Thomas  MifiUn,  Esquire^  President  of  the  State 
enn'a,  Philad'a 


USTIAN   Febiger   TO  Pres.    Miftlin — Resiqnation    as 
AUCTIONIXB,  1789. 

Excellency,  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esq'r,  President,  &  The  Honble 
ipreme  Executive  Council  of  the  Common  Wealth  of  Penn- 
Ivania. 

lemen, 

le  office  of  Auctioneer,  in  the  Northern  Libertys,  which  I  have 
ed  on  upwards  of  two  years  &  a  half  in  Company  with  Mr. 
.  Shannan,  is  from  various  causes  of  late  become  so  unproduc- 
as  barely  to  defray  the  expcnoes  attending  it,  without  yielding 
Emolument  to  either.  This  makes  it  necessary,  that  one  of  us 
ist  quitt  it,  which  from  motives  not  unpardonable,  I  have  con- 
sd  to  do,  and  now  take  the  liberty  of  enclosing  the  Commis- 
with  which  I  have  been  honoor'd,  accompanied  with  a  certificate 
the  Comptroller  Oeneral,  showing  that  I  have  discharged  my 
r. 

*  See  proceedings,  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  »ft. 
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Perait  me,  (whilst  I  thus  resign  the  Trast,  whieh  the  State  bii 
been  pleae'd  to  repoee  in  me;)  to  indulge  a  hope^  that  Toor  Bxoel* 
lenoy  and  the  honorable  Oouncii  will  be  favorably  diepoeed 
towurds  my  late  Partner,  who  will  apply  for  the  appointment  in  my 
stead.  All  I  shall  presnme  to  say,  ooneeming  him,  is,  that  from 
ezperienoe  I  know  him  to  be  an  honest  &  capable  man  to  tiansael 
any  Business  eommitted  to  his  oare  with  good  Faith  and  striet 
Pnnotnality. 

Impressed  with  the  most  lively  sense  of  gratitude  for  all  fiivonrs 
reoeiVd  at  the  hands  of  your  Exoelleney  &  the  Honorable  Gonneil, 
ft  ever  willing  to  enter  into  any  employment,  where  I  may  he 
rendered  more  useful  to  the  State  or  Society,  than  in  the  sitnation 
of  an  obscure  Individual. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Vith 

the  most  profoand  Veneration 

&  Respect,  Qentlemen,  your 

much  obliged  and  most 

faithful  humble  servanti 
CHRISTIAN  FEBIOER. 


Resolution  op  Assembly — Calling  a  Convention,  1789. 

State  of  Pennsylvania,  In  General  Assembly, 

Tuesday  March  24th,  1789,  A.  M. 

The  motion  made  by  Mr.  Winkoop,  seconded  by  Mr.  Sehmyaer, 
March  20tb,  containiDg  an  address  on  the  subject  of  calling  a  odd* 
vention  for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned,  was  read  the  second 
time. 

It  was  moved  by  Mr.  Lewis,  seconded  by  Mr.  Clymer  to  poa^one 
the  same  in  order  to  introduce  the  following  resolution  in  Ilea 
thereof,  viz. : 

Resolved, 

That  in  the  opinion  of  this  house,  alterations  and  amendments  of 
the  Constitution  of  this  State  are  immmediately  necessary. 

And  whereas,  by  the  declaration  of  Independence  it  is  deohiad 
u  a  self-evident  truth, ''  That  all  men  are  endowed  by  their  Grsator 
**  with  certain  unalienable  rights ;  that  amgng  those  are  life,  libertj 
"  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness ;  that  to  secure  these  rights,  govern- 
^'  ments  are  instituted  among  men,  deriving  their  just  powers  from 
<<  the  consent  of  the  governed ;  that  when  ever  any  form  of  goven* 
*'  mcnt  becomes  destructive  of  these  ends,  it  is  the  right  of  the 

«  Bee  CoU  Reo,,  Vol.  XVI.,  pp.  85,  30. 
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''  people  to  alter  or  to  abolish  it,  and  to  iDstitute  new  government 
''  laying  its  foundations  in  saoh  prineiples^  and  organiiing  its 
"  powers  in  such  fonn,  as  to  them  shall  seem  moat  likelj  to  eflbot 
"  their  safety  and  happiness ;"  and  whereas,  it  is  also  declared  by 
our  own  Bill  of  rights,  ^'  That  government  is  or  ought  to  be  in- 
"  stituted  for  the  Common  benefit,  proteotion  and  security  of  the 
"  people,  nation  or  community,  and  not  for  the  particular  emolument 
<<  of  any  single  man,  family  or  set  of  men,  who  are  a  part  only  of 
'^  that  community;"  and  that  '*  the  community  hath  an  indubitable, 
"  unalienable  and  undefeasable  'right  to  reform,  alter  or  abolish 
''  gOTcmment  in  such  manner  as  flhall  be  by  that  community  judged 
'<  most  conducive  to  the  public  Weal :"  from  all  which,  as  well  as 
from  the  nature  of  society  and  the  principles  of  government,  it 
manifestly  appears  that  the  people  have  at  all  times  an  inherent 
right  to  alter  and  amend  the  form  of  government,  in  such  manner 
aa  they  shall  think  proper  :  and  also  that  they  are  not  and  cannot 
be  limited  to  any  certain  rule  or  mode  of  accomplishing  the  same, 
but  may  make  choice  of  such  method  as  to  them  may  appear  best 
adapted  to  the  end  proposed. 

And  whereas  the  burthens  and  expences  of  the  present  form  of 
GU)vemment  are  with  difficulty  borne ;  and  various  instances  occur, 
wherein  this  form  is  contradictory  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  which  every  member  of  the  Legislature,  and  all  executive 
and  judicial  officers  must  be  bound  by  oath  or  affirmation  to  support. 
Circumstances  which  will  not  admit  of  the  delay  of  the  mode  pro- 
prescribed  in  the  Constitution — It  is,  therefore,  further 

Beaolved, 

That  it  be,  and  it  is  hereby  proposed  and  earnestly  recommended 
hj  this  House,  in  execution  of  their  trust  as  faithful,  honest,  re- 
presentatives and  Guardians  of  the  people,  to  the  Citizens  of  this 
Commonwealth,  that  they  take  this  important  subject  into  their 
Berioua  consideration.  And  should  they  concur  in  opinion  with 
this  House,  it  being  the  right  of  the  people  alone  to  determine  on 
this  interesting  question,)  that  a  convention  for  the  purposes  of 
revising,  altering  and  amending  the  Constitution  of  the  State  is 
necessary,  it  is  hereby  submitt^  to  their  decision,  whether  it  will 
not  be  most  convenient  and  proper  for  them  to  elect  members  of 
Convention  of  the  same  numbers  and  in  the  like  proportions  for  the 
City  of  Philadelphia  and  the  several  counties  with  those  of  their 
representatives  in  Assembly,  on  the  day  of  the  next  general  election, 
at  the  places,  and  in  the  manner  prescribed  in  oases  of  elections  of 
members  of  Assembly  by  the  laws  of  the  State. 

That  this  House,  on  the  pleasure  of  the  people  in  the  premises 
being  signified  to  them  at  their  next  sitting,  will  provide  by  law  for 
the  expences  which  will  necessarily  be  incurred  by  the  proposed 
convention,  and  will,  if  requested,  appoint  the  time  u.\i^  ^^X^^^  V^^ 
the  meeting  thereof. 
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And  ihftt  the  Sapreme  Ezecotive  Connoil  be,  tnd  they  are  herebj 
requested  to  promulgate  this  recommendation  to  the  good  People  of 
this  State  in  such  way  and  manner  as  to  them  shall  seem  most  ex- 
pedient, for  the  purposes  therein  intended. 

Which  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  and  the  same  resolntions 
being  by  special  order  read  the  seoond  time. 

On  the  question,  <'  Will  the  House  adopt  the  said  Resoluttons  f 

The  Yeas  and  Nays  were  called  by  Mr.  McLene  and  Mr.  Kennedyi 
and  were  as  follows,  vii: 

Teas  41.    Nays  17. 

So  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmatiye  and  the  Resolutions  adopted. 
Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

J.  SHALLUS, 
Ass.  Glk.« 
Indorsed, 

Bead  in  Council,  March  28th,  1789,  and  Resohed  That  Counoa 
cannot  comply  with  the  request  therein  contained. 


Resolution  of  Assembly — Lands  at  Erie,  1789. 

State  of  Pennsylvania,  In  General  Assembly, 

Tuesday,  March  24th,  1789,  A.  M. 

The  Committee  appointed  November  13th,  last,  on  that  part  of 
the  Message  from  Council  respecting  a  reservation  of  certain  lands 
for  the  use  of  the  State,  made  report,  which  was  read ;  and  on 
motion  and  by  special  order  the  same  was  read  the  second  time  and 
adopted  as  follows,  vis^ : 

The  Committee  on  that  part  of  the  message  of  Goundl  whidi 
respects  reservations  of  certain  lands  for  the  use  of  the  state, 
report  the  following  resolution,  viz^ : 

Resolved,  That  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  be  authoriied  and 
requested,  and  they  are  hereby  authorised  and  requested,  to  diieet 
locations  to  be  made  and  surveyed  for  the  use  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  lands  at  Presque  Isle  formed  by  Lake  Erie,  at  le  Boenf,  si 
the  head  of  the  Navigation  of  French  Creek,  at  the  mouth  of 
Conewangoo,  in  the  County  of  Allegheny,  and  at  the  Fort  of 
Yinango,  not  exceeding  at  each  place  three  thousand  aores,  and 
that  this  House  will  provide  by  law  accordingly. 

And  that  Council  also  be,  and  they  are  hereby  requested  to  sst 
apart  and  cause  to  be  surveyed  the  quantity  of  fifteen  hundrad 
acres  in  the  tract  or  country  on  Lake  Erie,  lately  purchased 
from  the  United  States,  for  the  Use  of  the  Seneca  Chief,  called 

*  Bee  CoV.  'Rw.,  V^V  X^I.,  ib«  41« 
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GaptaiD  Abeal  or  the  Coniplanter,*  to  be  gnoted  to  him  ind  his 
Heirs  snd  Assigns  for  ever  in  eonsidention  of  his  personal  merit 
and  attachment  to  this  State. 

Extract  from  the  IMfinnteSy 

PETER  Z.  LLOYD,  Clerk  of  the 
General  Assembly. 
Dwectedf 

The  honorable  the  Sapreme  Ezecntive  Coanoil. 


Pass.  MiFFLiiTTO  Brio.  Gsn.  Mmo. — Case  of  a  Nsobo. 
1789. 

Philadelphia,  March  25, 1789 
Sir, 

At  the  Beqnest  of  the  Sapreme  Ezccutiyo  Council  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  over  whi«h  I  have  the  honor  to  preside,  I 
transmit  under  Cover  to  your  Excellency  a  memorial  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  a  Society  established  in  this  City  for  promoting  the  abolition 
of  Slavery  &  assbtance  of  free  Negroes  unlawfully  held  in  Bondage, 
together  with  several  Depositions,  and  the  Report  of  a  Committee 
of  Council  &  their  Besolution  thereupon  relating  to  the  Case  of  Philip 
Johnson,  a  young  Negro  man  &  free  Citizen  of  this  Commonwealth, 
who  by  the  inhuman  artifice  of  Benjamin  Crawford  late  master  of 
the  Sloop  Molly,  has  been  carried  off  &  sold  as  a  slave,  &  as  we  are 
given  to  understand  by  the  enclosed  Papers,  is  now  at  New  Orleans 
within  your  Excellency's  Jurisdiction. 

As  it  appears  from  the  Information  we  have  received  that  your 
Excellency  has  been  already  made  acquainted  with  some  of  the  Cir- 
cumstances of  this  Case,  and  has  been  pleased  to  promise  that  Enquiry 
shoald  be  further  made  concerning  it  and  justice  done  to  the  man, 
A  having  an  entire  Confidence  in  your  Ezcellenc/s  favorable  Dispo* 
sition  &  Love  of  justice,  I  conceive  that  I  fully  comply  with  the 
Request  of  Council  by  furnishing  your  Excellency  with  the  enclosed 
Documents  and  Proofs  which  clearly  shew  that  a  free  Citizen  of  this 
State  is  now  in  Slavery  by  the  wicked  Conduct  of  the  Person  from 
whom  he  had  a  Right  to  expect  Protection  in  a  foreign  Country. 

Tbe  exalted  Station  &  honorable  Character  which  your  Excellency 
fills  k  sustains  render  it  unnecessary  for  me  to  do  more  than  to  make 
the  Case  known  in  order  to  obtain  tbe  desired  relief,  which  I  doubt 
not  will  be  afforded  to  the  unhappy  Object  as  soon  as  your  Excellency's 
Leisure  will  admit. 

*  See  page  668. 
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With  assnraDoes  that  a  reoiprooal  attention  will  be  paid  to  anj 
similBr  Information  from  your  fixcellency. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  Sentiments  of  Respect  and  Esteem, 

joor  Excellency's  most  obedient  &  Humble  Servant. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Directedf 

His  Excellency  Don  Estevan  Miro,  Brigadier  General  of  the  amnB 
Governor,  Civil,  &  Military  of  his  most  Catholic  majesty's  PtoTince 
of  Looisiana  New  Orleans. 


Hon.  Thos.  Scott  to  Fbes.  Mifflin,  1789. 

Philadelphia  March  27th,  1789. 
Sir, 

Being  this  far  on  nay  way  to  New  York,  in  order  to  take  a  seat 
in  Congress,  as  a  representative  of  This  State,  I  have  thought  it  my 
duty  to  make  the  same  known  to  your  Excell'y  and  the  Executive 
Council,  and  shall  be  much  Hon'd  by  any  command. 
I  have  the  Honor  1^  be  your 

Excellency's  Most  obedient 

and  very  Humble  Servant 

THOS.  SCOTT.* 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esquire,  President  of  Pennsylvania, 
Philadelphia. 


Appointment  of  Eeoister  General  1789. 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Mifflin  Esq.   and  The  Hon^ble  Sapreme 
Executive  Council. 

The  Hon'ble  Legislature  having  appointed  me  to  the  Office  of 
Register  General  of  the  public  accounts  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvinii, 
I  beg  leave  to  inform  Council,  that  I  am  ready  to  enter  upon  the 
Duties  of  my  Office  whenever  a  place  shall  be  assigned  for  thit 
purposef 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  great  Bespect  your 

most  Obedient  Humb.  Servant 

JOHN  DONNALDSON. 
Philada.  April  1st,  1789. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esq.,  in  Council. 

♦  8eeCo\.  ^B^.NciV'XXl,,^.  40 
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The  Ckaenl  Aaeembly  having  puaed  a  Law  to  aariat  the  Cotton 
MaQulaotnres  of  this  State,  aa^orizing  the  Treaannr  of  the  State 
to  aobBoribe  in,  ft  for  the  use  oif  the  State  tor  One  Hundred  Shares 
in  the  Mann&otoring  Fnnd  of  the  Pennsylvania  Sodetj  for  the 
enconragement  of  manufactures  &  the  nsefol  arts.  Thomas  Rnsb^ 
ton  ohairman,  ft  Christopher  Marshall  Jan.,  Treasorer,  are  appointed 
to  wait  on  the  President  ft  Supreme  Ezocntive  Council,  for  an 
order  on  the  State  Treasurer  for  one  Thousand  Pounds  agreeable  to 
said  Law.* 

Extract  firom  the  minutes  of  the  Mann&cturing  Committee  of 
April  2d,  1789. 

CHARLES  MARSHALL,  See^. 


I  do  certify  that  I  have  subscribed  for  one  Hundred  Shares  in 
the  manufacturing  Fund  of  the  Pennsjlvania  Society  for  the  |  En- 
couragement of  Manufactures  and  the  useful  Arts  agreeable  to  Law. 
April  9th,  1789. 

DAVID  RITTBNHOUSB,  8.  Tr. 


Reoisteb  General's  Office,  1789. 

His  Excellency,  Thomas  Miffliui  Esq.,  The  Honble.  Supreme 
Executive,  Council. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  inform  Council,  that  I  have  opened  my 
office,  for  Registering  the  Public  Accounts  in  West  Wing  of  the 
State*House,  and  request  permission  to  appoint  a  Clerk  to  assist  in 
the  execution  of  the  Duties  thereof,  also  Councils  opinion  of  the 
salary  to  be  allowed,  and  the  kind  of  money  it  must  be  paid  in. 
I  am  with  great  respect, 

your  most  obedient  Humble  Servt. 

JOHN  DONNALDSON, 

Regr.  Oen.  office  t 
April  2, 1789. 

Direc^f 
His  Excellency,  Thomas  Mifflin  Esq.,  in  Council. 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XYI.,  p.  61,  order  dxvim. 
f  See  Col  Bee.,  Vol  XVL,  p.  6S. 
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BXQI8TEB  Oxhxbal's  OubkKi  1780. 

His  Ezoellaooy,  Thomaa  Miffluii  Bsq.i  and  The  Honble.  Saprane 
Ezeontive  Gonncol. 

I  have  agreed  with  Mr.  Thomas  Smith  as  Clk.  in  my  oflke  al  oat 
hundred  &  nfiby  pounds  paper  money  ^  ann.  payable  Qoarteriy  pio- 
vided  Council  shdll  approve  the  same. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  great  Bespect| 
your  most  obedient  Humble  serrt 
JOHN  DONNALDSON, 
Reg.  Qen.  office. 
April  3, 1780. 
JDirecUdf 

His  Excellencyi  Thomas  Mifflin  Esq.,  in  Council. 


Burial  Ground  for  Stranqers  in  FhiladilphiA|  1780. 

Whereas  by  an  act  of  the  G^enl.  Assembly,  passed'the  8th  day  of 
April,  1786.  '<  The  Supreme  Executive  Council  wore  authoriied 
and  required  to  reserve  so  many  of  the  Public  lots  as  shall  be  at 
least  200  feet,  &  not  more  than  400  feet  square  in  such  part  of  the 
City  as  they  may  think  most  convenient,  to  be  appropriated  as  a 
burial  ground  for  the  interment  of  deceased  Strangers,  and  such 
other  persons  who  may  not  have  been  in  communion  with  any  Re- 
ligious society  at  the  time  of  their  decease.  And  whereas  this  council 
did  obey  their  Resolution  of  the  14th  of  Sept.  1787,  appropriate  a 
lot  on.  Lumbard  street  between  9th  &  10  streets,  from  Delaware, 
Containing  78  feet  on  Ninth  and  Tenth  streets,  and  896  feet  on  Lum- 
bard street,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid.  But  no  further  appropriation 
has  yet  been  made.  Therefore  Resolved,  That  part  of  the  square 
or  lot  of  ground  between  front  and  2d  streets  From  Schuylkill,  and 
Race  &  Vine  street,  containing  816  feet  on  front  ft  Second  Streets 
aforesaid,  &  896  feet  on  Vine  street,  be  appropriated  for  a  Burial 
ground  for  strangers,  &c.,  agreeable  to  an  act  of  Genl.  Assembly 
passed  the  8th  day  of  April,  1786.* 

Indorsed, 

[Read  in  Council,  April  Sd,  1789,  1st  time,  referred  to  Yiee 
President;  Mr.  Redick,  Mr.  Dennison. 

♦  See  Col.  Bco.,  VoL  XVL,  p.  69. 
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There  ie  en  Aot  of  Conndl  appropriating  seventy-eight  feet  deep 
&  896  feet  in  breadth,  on  the  south  side  of  Lomhtfd  street,  on  the 
■qnare  opposite  the  alms  house,  ft  the  same  length  &  depth  on  the 
square  next  to  it,  on  the  east  side  thereof  fer  a  publio'buryial 
ground. 

I  understood  that  there  was  also  an  appropriation  for  the  same 
parposOy  of  one  square  bounded  by  Front  k  2d  streets,  from  Sehujl- 
kill,  &  by  Vine  ft  Race  streets,  for  the  aooommodation  of  people  up 
town— 896  feet  by  682.* 

Aot  of  Assembly,  8th  April,  1786. 

Minutes  Counoil,  14th  Septr.,  1787. 


COM^flSSIONERS  TO  RUN  LiNSS  OV  HUNTINGDON  CoUNTY,   1789. 

Your  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  nomination  of  three 
Commissioners  to  run  the  Boundary  line  of  Huntingdon  County, 

Beg  leave  to  report — 

That  Benjn.  Elliott,  Esqr.,  of  Huntingdon  County,  James  Harris, 
of  Cumberland  County,  &  Mathew  Taylor,  of  Bedford  County,  are 
proper  persons  to  bo  Appointed  for  the  Running  &  marking  said 
sndary.f 


RiGiBTEB   General   to    Deputy   Seobetaby   of   Counoil — 
Papers,  1789. 

Sir, 

It  is  neoessary  that  all  acoounta  after  being  read  in  Council, 
should  be  returned  again  to  this  office. 
I  am  with  respect, 

your  most  hble  servt., 

JOHN  DONNALDSON. 
Beg.  Genl's  Office,  April  11, 1789. 

Direded, 
James  Trimble,  Esqr.,  Deputy  Secretary  to  Council. 

*  A  draft  of  both  lots  accompanies  these  on  file. 

f  B90COI  Reo,,  Vol  XVL,  p.  49— they  wera  appt^siXA^ 
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BiOEiYER  GsNsaAir— City  Lots,  1789. 

Philadelphia,  April  14th,  1788. 
Sir, 

I  beg  leave  to  lay  before  Coancil  a  list  of  Eleven  City  Lots  pv- 
ehased  by  Dootor  Christie  on  the  first  day  of  December,  1787,  and 
not  ye(  paid  for.  Vist.,  from  No.  2,265  to  No.  2,275,  inclnsive^ 
amounting  to  £825.  I  shall  be  glad  to  receive  Instructions  frwi 
your  Honorable  Board  respecting  a  re-sale,  in  case  it  shall  be  deam'd 
necessary.* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

your  Excelleno/s  most  obt.  servant, 

FRAS.  JOHNSTON. 
Directed, 
His  Excellency,  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esqr.,  President  in  Council. 


Messrs.  Peters  and  Curwen — ^Lancaster  Turnpike,  1789. 

Philadelphia,  April  16th,  1789. 
Sir, 

A  Number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Blockley  &  Merion  Townships 
have  requested  us  among  others,  to  wait  on  Council  on  the  SnbJMt 
of  the  Part  of  the  Lancaster  Road  called  Jones's  Lane.f  Previous 
to  our  being  able  to  lay  before  Council  any  Opinions  of  the  Mode 
of  making  the  Road,  it  was  necessary  to  know  whether  the  Plan  of 
having  the  Business  done  by  Contract  was  exclusively  adhered  to. 
We  have  never  been  able  to  make  such  Calculations  as  would  induce 
any  Persons  we  could  depend  upon  to  undertake  a  Contract  with  any 
Prospect  of  Safety  to  themselves,  or  Justice  to  the  Public.  It  is  a 
new  Thing  in  this  Country,  &  the  first  Attempt  is  rather  an  Experi- 
ment than  anything  so  decidedly  known  as  to  form  an  Estimate  with 
Certainty.  .  The  Width  of  tho  Road  to  be  made  should  be  sseer* 
tained— (&  whether  or  not  it  is  to  be  paved,  &  in  short  the  Mode 
exactly  pointed  out  which  will  be  considered  as  satisfactory  to  the 
Public.  Contracts  are  often  abused,  as  well  as  Undertakings  where 
no  Sums  are  limited.  If  Council  would  appoint  some  proper  Chaiao- 
ter  to  have  the  Road  effectually  made  under  such  Instructions  as 
they  should  please  to  direct,  we  conceive  the  Matter  could  be  ae- 
complished,  &  an  Account  kept  &  rendered  of  the  Expenoe.    We 

*  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XVL,  p.  96— to  bo  re-eold. 

t  See  CoL  Reo.,  VoV.  XVV,  ^^.  \\,\^i  «ad.^»  ^36  of  this. 
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lueh  a  Person  oonld  be  foand.  As  to  oaraelves^  we  htve  no 
bnt  have  taken  the  Liberty  of  mentioning  theae  Things 
oil  on  a  pnblio  Aooonnt.  We  take  the  Fre^om  to  observe 
i  8am  of  Money  eould  in  this  Instanoe  be  applied  even  to 
)  proper  Mode  of  tumpiking  Roads,  the  Experiment  woold 
I  advantageous  in  its  oonsequences,  tho'  more  might  be  kid 
\  Want  of  a  perfect  Knowledge  at  first  in  this  Business, 
etter  Aoquaintance  with  it  would  in  future  cases  be  thought 

We  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  great  Respect  your  obed.  Servants. 

RICHARD  PETERS, 
JOHN  CCRWEN.* 

ixcellenoy,  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esq.,  President  &c. 

h 

1  the  same  day,  and  referred  to  Col.  Miles,  Mr.  Watt  & 
leir  report  inclosed.] 


Flour  Inspeotob  of  Philadelphia,  1789. 

Iphia  88. 

'is  to  certify  that  James  Read  Esq.,  hath  duly  qualified  before 
xeonte  faithfully  &  impartially  the  office  of  FloUr  Inspector 
City  &  County  of  Philada.  agreeable  to  Law,  Witness  my 
Seal, 
da.  April  23d,  1789. 

WM.  POLLARD.f 


fT   BiDDLE  TO  Committee  op  Council— on  Exchange 
Loans,  1789. 

sen, 

onr  desire  that  I  would  commit  to  writing,  my  obscryations 
node  of  Exchanging  the  Certificates  in  pursuance  of  the  late 
'  repealing  the  payment  of  New  Loan,  or  the  Interest  therc- 
g  leave  to  remark  that  it  seems  to  be  the  intention  of  the 
)t  only  to  give  every  possible  facility  to  the  holders  of  the 
an  certificates  to  ezcbango  them  without  delay  for  their 
certificates,  or  others  of  the  same  amount,  but  also  to  stop 

Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XVL,  p.  11,  140,  and  p.  aab,  ot  \3lxvi. 

CcJ.  Eeo.,  VoL  XVL,  p.  62.  this  appears  to  ^)^  a  x^-a.^\siVB«siiX- 
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the  payment  of  the  Interest  by  this  State.    To  effeot  the  speely 
Exchange,  I  am  of  opinion  that  Goancil  mieht  Order, 

That  the  Comptoller  General  be  directed  to  draw  from  the 
officer  of  the  United  States  so  much  Interest  in  Indents  on 
Certificates  as  shall  be  applied  for  to  him,  to  be  exchanged  as 
enable  him  to  pay  the  Interest  that  may  be  dne  on  such  New  Lon 
Certificates  as  may  be  offered  for  Exchange,  and  that  the  Comptrotkr 
General  be  directed  to  exchange  such  New  Loan  Certificataa  as  sMl 
bo  offered  to  him  for  that  purpose  for  the  original  Certificates  of  the 
United  States,  which  were  loan'd  for  the  same,  and  are  in  his  haodi 
to  answer  the  amount,  and  in  every  case  where  this  State  shall  hire 
received  more  Interest  from  the  United  States  than  shall  have  heen 
paid  on  such  New  Loan  certificates,  so  to  be  returned,  that  the 
Comptroller  General  shall  pay  such  overplus  in  Indents  to  the 
holder  or  holders  of  such  Certificates. 

That  where  Interest  shall  have  been  paid  on  any  New  Loin 
certificate  beyond  the  31st  day  of  December  1787,  the  Comptroller 
Genl  shall  receive  Indents  for  the  amount  of  Interest  so  paid|  to 
equalize  the  same  before  bo  shall  exchange  such  certificate. 

That  when  any  new  loan  Certificate  shall  be  offered  to  the  Comp- 
troller General  to  be  exchanged,  and  which  from  having  been  cat 
up  or  divided  cannot  be  exobaugedjfor  the  original  Certificate  of  the 
United  States,  that  the  Comptroller  General  be  authorised  and  di- 
rected to  exchange  the  same  from  such  of  the  Certificates  of  the 
United  States  for  the  like  sums  as  have  been  paid  into  the  land 
office  of  this  State,  and  to  settle  the  same  in  Indents  in  the  raue 
Manner  as  before  mentioned,  in  the  Exchange  of  New  Loan  Certifi- 
cates for  the  original  Certificates  of  the  United  States. 

This  mode  will,  I  imagine,  go  far  towards  accommodating|^all  such 
as  may  immediately  apply  for  an  Exchange  of  their  certificates,  but 
if  on  Experience  it  is  not  found  to  answer  every  Case,  a  sum  in  the 
certificates  of  the  United  States,  which  have  been  paid  into  the  Land 
office  of  this  State  may  be  entered  on  the  Books  of  the  IVeasury  of 
the  United  States,  in  the  names  of  the  Members  of  Congress  of  thid 
State  or  some  of  them  as  Trustees  for  the  State,  and  on  any  Certifi- 
cates being  produced  to  the  Comptroller  General  which  could  not  be 
exchanged  in  the  mode  herein  before  mentioned  on  a  certificate 
from  him  of  the  amount,  a  transfer  could  be  made  by  the  Trastees 
aforesaid  on  the  Books  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  to  the 
holder  of  such  Certificate,  and  the  State  would  be  then  charged  there- 
with on  the  Books  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  in  such 
Cases  the  Interest  may  be  equalized  in  the  same  manner  as  before 
proposed  to  be  done  by  the  Comptroller  General. 

Many  Certificates  have  been  loaned,  bearing  date  between  the  let 

Sv.*ptember  1787,  and  1st  March  1788,  which  arc  depreciated  on  the 

principal  sum,  but   draw  Interest  on  the  nominal  sum,  these   could 

not  be  transfered  on  the  Books  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  nor 

readily  exchanged  for  Wioao  ipBA^  \\iUi  >^ELQ\A.\i^  ^/&«ft^  \jDL\4St;ito, 
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m  few  of  these,  if  tny,  have  been  oat  op  or  divided  that  they 
generally  find  the  original  eertifieates  to  Kzchange  for  them, 
ve  18  at  present  a  CoDsidcrable^  Demand  for  Certifioafees  of  the 
lad  Statee,  which  is  the  only  reason  that  there  is  a  briaJk  sale 
Mni  new  loan  Gertifioatea  with  very  little  abatement  in  prioe  from 
.Ithey  were  before  the  stoppage  of  the  Interest  by  the  State, 
t'  might  be  advisable  in  the  State  to  facilitate  an  immediate 
batige  to  induce  the  parohaaers  who  have  a  view  to  that  mode, 
lake  the  same,  before  the  payment  of  the  April  Interest  which 
Id  be  a  very  groat  saving  to  this  State,  but  the  purchasers, 
mdly  waiting  for  the  Interest  to  October  last,  and  as  the 
isnrer  of  the  State  has  entered  Interest  on  the  New  Loan  Cer- 
ates to  that  time,  not  only  for  the  paper  Bank,  but  for  many 
ividuals,  it  would  be  advisable,  and  but  equal  Justice,  for  the 
«  Treasurer  to  enter  the  Interest  to  October  last,  at  least  on  all 
I  New  loan  Certificates  as  should  be  offered  for  Exchange,  he 
lid  be  strongly  prohibited  from  entering  the  present  April 
rest  in  any    Case  whatsoever,  until   all   preceding  Interest  is 

rkid  up,  and  he  is  actually  in  cash  to  pay  the  same,  which 
secure  the  last  six  months  interest  to  the  State,  as  the  present 
osition  to  exchange  is  so  great,  that  a  Considerable  part  of  the 
f  loan  Certificates,  will  be  returned  to  the  Comptroller  General 
re  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  is  in  a  situation  to  discharge  the 
il  Interest     I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  respect,  your  most  obed. 
&  very  humble  servt. 

CLEMENT  BIDDLE. 
hiladelphia,  April  23,  1789. 
xiedy 

be  Honble.  Samuel  Miles,  Abraham  Smith  and  David  Redick, 
airea. 


?ORT  OP  Committee  on  Securing  Public  Records,  1789. 

he  Committee  to  whom  was  recommitted  the  plan  for  securing 
Public   Record  &c.,    Report.     That   two    Watchmen  will   be 
cient  to  guard   the  Buildings  and  public  papers  in   the   State 
se  &  wings,  and  perhaps  it  may  be  requisite  to  employ  one  man 
;he  safety  of  the  Public  Treasury.     The  necessary  annual  ex- 
OS  of  thia  establishment  will  probably  be  nearly  as  follows,  vis : 
atohmen  for  the  State  House  who  must  continue 
I  duty  from  dark  until  day  light,  10  Dels.   '^  mo.  £  90 
tto  for  Treasury,  to  bo  on  duty  the  usual  time  of 
e  City  watch,  60  s.  ^  mo.  36 

•or  4  lamps,  60  Gallons,  3  s.  6  p.  10  .10 

on  wick  for  four  lamps,  1'^  ^ 
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Besides  the  above,  there  will  be  some  immediate  Expenoe  ii 
Lamps,  Ladders,  Staves,  &o.  Your  committee  would  npon  tbi 
whole,  offer  the  following  ResolatioD. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  Council  be  &  be  ia  benkj 
authoriied  and  requested  to  engage  two  sober  Honest  men,  as  waleb- 
men  for  the  State  House,  and  one  man  of  like  charceter  for  the 
Treasury,  if  it  be  found  necessary,  and  to  contract  for  the  requisitt 
quantity  of  oil  &  cotton  wick  for  the  Lamps,  and  likewise  to  pro- 
vide proper  watch  Flafnes,  &c.'*' 


John  Adlum  to  Pbes.  Mifflin,  1789. 

To  bis  Excellency  the  President,  and  the  Supreme  Elxecntive 
Council. 

In  Pursuance  of  a  Rcsolye  of  your  Honble.  Board,  dated  the  4th 
Instf  directing  John  Lukcns  Esq.,  Surveyor  (General,  to  appoint  i 
proper  Person  to  Locate  &  Survey  four  Reserved  Tracts  of  Land, 
at  Presque  Isle,  La  Boauf  &c.,  for  the  use  of  the  State. 

And  whereas,  the  subscriber  has  received  a  Commission  from  the 
Surveyor  General,  authorising  him  to  survey  the  said  reserved 
Tracts,  and  wishing  to  ^o  on  said  business  as  soon  as  the  season  will 
permit,  he  therefore,  thmks  it]  expedient  to  apply  to  your  Honble. 
Board,  for  the  sum  of  Pounds,  to  enable  him  to  proceed  on 

said  business. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  &c.. 

Gentlemen,  your  most  obedt,  Humb.  Senrt 

JOHN  ADLUM. 
April  14th,  1789. 

Indorsed^ 

rReferred  to  Vice  President  Mr.  Rcdick,  Mr.  Smith,  See  Hareh 
1784,  act  of  Assembly.] 


Estimate  of  Expenbis,  tob  Surveying  Tracts  at   Peisqui 
Isle,  &o.,  1780. 

An  estimate  of  ezpcnces  for  Provisions,  Hands  &c.y  for  Surveying 
the  reserved  Tracts  at  Presque  Isle,  Le  Beauf,  &c.,  for  the  use  of  the 
State. 

*  See  page  568,  also  Col.  Roc,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  04. 
t  See  Col.  TXw.,  \oV,  'XNV,,  '^^.  ^'Jk,^!^^ 
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To  ezpcDces  for  Provisions,  Packing,  &c.;  for  60  dtysi 
To  expenoea  for  four  Hands, 


£    8  D 

26  10  0 
80  00  0 

*£66  10  0 

Indoned^ 
[Reported  on  24th  Ap.  1789.] 


Report  ov  Committei  on  lstteb  of  Mb.  Adlitm — Ebie. 

1789. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letter  of  Mr.  Adlnm,  Sarveyor  i#- 
qnestiDg  a  earn  of  money  to  be  advanced  to  him,  in  order  to  enable 
him  to  locate  and  sarvej  the  several  tracts  of  Land  reserved  by  re- 
solve of  the  Genl.  Assembly  of  the  24thy  of  March  last  was  refcred 
beg  leave  to  report. 

That  it  appears  to  your  committee  that  the  Honorable  the  Genl. 
Ajsembly,  by  their  resolve  of  the  24th  of  March  last,  did  request  the 
Supreme  Executive  Council  to  direct  locations  to  be  made  and 
surveyed  for  the  use  of  the  Commonwealth  of  lands  at  Presque 
Isle,  formed  by  Lake  Erie,  at  le  Beauf,  at  the  head  of  the  navigation 
of  French  oreek,  at  the  mouth  of  Canawango  in  the  County  of 
Allcganiai  and  at  the  Fort  of  Yanango,  not  exceeding  three 
thousand  acres  at  each  place,  and  that  the  Assembly  will  provide  by 
Law  accordingly.  That  the  board  by  their  act  of  the  4th  of  this 
Instf  April,  in  compliance  with  the  said  resolution  of  the  Honble. 
the  Assembly  did  direct  the  Surveyor  Oenl.  to  appoint  a  proper 
person  to  locate  and  Survey  the  said  reservations,  and  it  appears 
that  the  Surveyor  Genl.  in  compliance  therewith,  hath  appointed  and 
commissioned  Mr  John  Adlum  for  the  purposes  aforesaid.  Your 
committee  has  cast  their  eyes  around  in  search  of  a  fund  on  whioh 
Council  might  lay  their  band  in  order  to  enable  the  Surveyor  to 
proceed  to  ihe  execution  of  the  business,  the  committee  finds  oo 
monies  which  Council  may  with  proprietory  advance  for  the  purpose 
aforesaid,  they  therefore  oficr  the  following  resolve.  That  the 
request  of  Mr.  Adlum  cannot  at  present  be  complied  with. 

Indorudj 

[Read  Ist  Time,  24th  April;  1789^  read  &  adopted  28th  Septem. 
1789. 

♦  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  66. 

t  See  Col.  Reo.,  VoL  XVL,  p.  86,  46,  6G 
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Dr.  Benjamin  Rush  to  Pres.  MiffliN|  &c.,  1789. 

PhUada.  Ms7, 1788. 
Gentlemen, 

Permit  me  for  the  last  time,  to  request  an  order  thro'  the  treasora 
of  the  State,  for  a  draft  upon  the  treasury  of  Cumberland  oonntj, 
for  six  months  interest  upon  the  certificates  of  Dickinson  College 
due  on  the  first  day  of  last  month. 

Your  compliance  with  this  request  will  .add  to  the  many  obliga- 
tions conferred  upon  that  Seminary  of  learning  by  the  legidatore  & 
Council  of  Pennsylvania. 

With  great  respeot|  I  have  the  honor  to  be  in  the  name  of  the 
trustees  of  the  CollegCi  your  most  humble  servant. 

BENJN.  RUSH.* 
Direciedf 

His  Excellency,  The  President^  and  the  Honble  the  fizeentife 
Council  of  Pennsylvania. 


Report  ov  Comptroller  General  on  Offoer'b  ▲ocoxjhti 

1789. 

Names  of  Officers.                            To  what  time  settled. 

Charles  Riddle,  Esqr.  Secry.  of  Council  for )  till'  23d  October 

fees,                                                          )  1788. 

Sharp  Delaney,  Esq.,  Collector  of  the  Customs,  1st  April,      do 

Wardens  of  the  Port,  Sept           1787. 

Samuel  Caldwell  Esq.,  Tonnage  officer,  not 
settled  since  his  appointment,  but  accounts 
promised  in  a  few  days. 

John  Jones  Health  officer,  ^^hf  1*^    ^^^^ 

John  Patton,  Esq.,  Auctioneer  City  Philada.  Aug.  14th,    do 

Adam    Hubley,   Esq.,  do  Southwark,  do  20th,     do 

Christian  Febiger  Esq.,  do  Northern  Liberties,  Nov.  Ist,      do 

Prancis  Johnston,  Esq.,  Rec.,  Oenl.   for  lands 

sold,  do               do 

ditto                                            for  fees  reod.  do               do 

John  Lukcns  Esq.,  Surveyor  Gen.  for  fees  reed.  Aug.  Ist,     do 

David  Kennedy,  Eisq.,  Secy.  Land  office  for  fees 

reed.  do               do 

(  Jonathan  B.  Smith,  late  Proth.  County  Phils.  Sept.  22nd,  do 

\  James  Biddle,  Esq.,  appointed  lately. 

Samuel  Benezct,  Prothy.  Buck  County,  Fbb.  3rd,    1787. 
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'is  Pothy.  Chester  Coanty  PLUa. 

»ley         do      Lanoasteri 

Her         do      York, 

Lyons     do      Cumberlandi 

lew  Clerk  qr,  sessions  do 

▼an,  Esq.,  do     Berks, 

Iraig  Esq. ,  do    Northampton^  appointed 

'88|  not  settled  since. 

»y,  Esq.,     do     Bedford, 

Kecno,    Esq ,    Clerk    qr.     sessions 
.Co.,'(illJnlyl8lh,  1787. 
Inffnagle,  Esq.,  do        Wcstmore]and| 


cottyEsq.,  do 

Douglass,  Esq.,  do 
Irawford,  Esq.,  do 
mig,  Esq.,  do 
*Orajdon,  Esq.,  do 
dickering,  Esq.,  do 
since  appointment. 
[oLean,  Esq.,  do 
yson,  Esq.,  dp 
last  sessions. 
iker,  Esq.,  do 
Nicholas,  Esq.,    do 


lenry.  Esq  ,  Lieut,  of  City  of  Pbilada. 
lies. 


Joats,  Esq.,  do 
[array,  Esq.,  do 
oClellan,  Esq.,  do 
S8,  Esq.,  do 

Itott,  Esq.,  do 
ibsoD,  Esq.,  do 
Eokert,  Esq.,  do 
g,  Esq.,  do 


Phila.  County. 
Bucks  do 
Chester  do 
Lancaster  do 
York  do 
Curaborland  do 
Berks,  do 
Northampton  do 


Aug.  26th,  1788. 
Sept.  20th,    do 
June,  Ist,   1787. 
July,  24th,   do 
Aug.  10th,  1786. 
Sept.  20th,  1787. 


Washington, 
Fayette, 
Franklin, 
Montgomery, 
Dauphin, 
Luzerne,     not 

Huntington, 
Allcganey    ap- 

Phikd.  Co. 
of  City  Court 


April, 


Doo. 

Apl. 

May, 

April, 

Nov. 

Oct. 


1787. 


1785. 
1788. 

do 

do 

1785. 
1787. 


Nov.  19th,  1788. 


Oct.  18th,  1788. 

Aug.  6th,     do 

Sept.  8th,  1788. 

March,  1783. 


March, 
July, 
March, 
Feby. 
March, 
Nov. 


1787. 
1788. 

do 
1787. 
1788. 
1785. 


«d  in  1787,  not  settled  since, 
■day,  Esq.,       do         Bedford  do  ap- 
Deer.  1787,  not  settled  since. 
VilflOD,  Esq.,     do        Northumberland 
15. 

iampbell,  Esq.,  do        Westmoreland 
led — not  settled  since. 

irahall,  Esq.,     do        Washington,  do     Nov. 
Bell,  Esq.,  Lieut.   Fayette  County  ap- 
,  1785,  not  settled  since. 
Talbot  Esq.,  do      Franklin   do  appd- 
1787^  not  settled  since. 


1786. 


Abel  Morgan,  Esq.,     do      till  1785. 
John  GloniDger^  Esq.,  do      Dauphin,  do 
Zebulon  Butlei,  Esq.,  do      Luxerne,   do 
Edward  Bartholomew,  Esq.,  Collr.  Ezcisei  City 
&  Co.  Philada. 


William  Harvey,  Esq., 
John  Christie,  Esq., 
Samuel  Twibett,  Esq., 
John  Forsyth,  Esq., 
Bichard  Parker,  Esq., 

settled  soon  expected. 
Nicholas  Brossius,  Esq.^ 
John  Craig,  Esq., 

lately  appointed. 
Samuel  Crossan,  Esq., 
Christopher  Derring,  Esq 


do  Bucks  County, 
do  Chester    do 
do  Lancaster,  do 
do  York        do 
Cumberland  do.  not 

do  Berks,    do 

do  Northampton 

do  Bedford, 

do  Northumberland 


Jany. 
Oct  26th, 
Jany.  iBi, 
Sept22D4  1788. 
Aug.  let,    1788. 


Aug. 


1787. 


Not.  2nd,    1788. 


Not  settled,  but  writes  he  can  get  little. 


Collectors  of 


Jacob  Auld,  Esq., 
Andrew  Forrest,  Esq., 


do 
do 


Westmoreland, ' 
Washington, 
Fayette, 
Frankln, 
Montgomery, 
Dauphin, 


•have  not  acted. 


till  Oct 
Aug. 


1787. 
do 


Beport  of  Comptbollers  on  Offioxbs  and  thub  Acoouim, 

1789. 

List  of  Officers,  with  the  dates  to  which  their  aoooonts 
tively  have  been  rendered  by  them  for  settlement. 


Names  of  Officers, 


To  what  time. 


Charles  Biddle,  Esq.,  Secy.  Council,  28d,  April.  1789. 

Sharp  Delaney,  Esq.,  Colfr.  Customs,  Ist,  May,    1788. 

Wardens  of  the  Port,  Sept            1787. 

Samuel  Caldwell,  Esq.,  Tonnage  officer,  Mar.  22nd,  1788. 

John  Jones  ^ealth  officer,  Jany.  lit,   1789. 

John  Patten,  Auctioneer,  City  of  Philad.  Nov.  14th,  1788. 

Adam  Hubley,  Esq.,        do  Southwark,  Feb.  25tli|  1789. 
William  Shannon,  Esq.,  do  Northern  Liberties, 
'  lately  appd. 
Francis  Johnston,  Esq.,  Receiver  Genl.  for  lands 

sold.  lBt,Feby.  1789. 

do                            ioi  fe^)  Vi^Taby.  1789. 
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ledv,  Eaq.f  Secretanrr 
i8i  Esq.,  Sarveyor  Ocnl. 
Ify  Esq.,  Prothy.  City  & 
lately  appd. 


County 


leiet 
^Baq., 
)y,  Esq , 
ar,  Esq-i 
OD8,  Esq., 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


Bucks, 

Chestor, 

Lancaster^ 

York, 

Cumberland, 


r,  Esq.,  Clerk  of  Qr.  sessionB  do 
uii    Esq.,  Prothy  Berks,   (writs  to 
eb,  1780.)  Liceufios  to  April,  20th, 

Efeq.,         do        Northampton, 
Esq.,  do        Bedford     County 

oe  to  6tb  May,   1789,  'till  Apm 

eene,  Esq.,  do        Northumberland 
Lug.  term  1788. 

ffnaglc,  Esq.,  do    Westmoreland  Co. 
tt,  Esq.,     do         Washington  Co. 
inglas,        do        Fayette        do 
awford,  Esq.,  Pronthonotary  Frank- 

ig,  Esq.,  do 

[raydon,  Esq.,  do 


ikeriDg,  Esq.,  do 
nderson,  Esq  ,  do 
lointed,  not  settled. 
)D,  p]!?q.,  do 


Montgomery  do 
Dauphin,  do 
Luzerne,    do 
Huntington  do 


Allegancy,     do 


\T,  Esq.,  Clerk  Qr.  sessions  Philada. 
nry  Esq.,  Lieut.  City  of  Philada  & 


do      County  of  Phila. 
do        Bucks, 

Chester, 

Lancaster, 

York, 

Cumberland, 

Berks. 

Northampton, 


tto,  Esq., 
iiiy  Escj., 
lellan,  Esq.,    do 
Esq.,  do 

>tt,  Esq.,  do 

on,  Esq.,  do 
ckert,  Esq.,  do 
,  Esq.,  do 

7,  not  settled  since. 
ty,  Esa.,         do        Bedford, 
Ison,  Esq.,     do        Northumber- 


lat,  Feby.  1780. 
Ist,  Feby.   1789. 


2lBtFeb.  1789. 
22nd,  Mar.  1789. 
June,  1st,  1787. 
July,  24th,  1787. 
Aug.  16tb,  1789. 


May,  22nd,  1788. 


Dec.  1785. 

Sept.  1788. 

May,  1788. 

April,  Ist,  1789. 

March,  1789. 

August,  1788. 

Oct.  7tb,  178G. 


Sept.  26th,  1788. 
March,  lat,  1789. 


May,  1st, 

March, 

March, 

July, 

Marob, 

Feby, 

May,  Ist, 


do 

1783. 
1787. 

1788. 
1788. 
1787. 
1789. 


May,  1st,    1789. 
Nov.  30th,  1787. 


25* 
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Charles    Campbell,  Esq.,  Lieut.     Westmorelftiid 
not  settled  since  appmt 


James  Marshall,  Esq.^        do      Washington, 
William  Bell,  Esq.^  do      Fajette,  appd. 

1785;  not  settled. 
Jeremiah  Talbot,  Esq.,      do      Franklin, 
Abel  Montgomery  Esq.,     do      Montgomery^ 

appd.  1785,  not  settled  since. 
John  Oloningle,  Esq.^       do        DauphiOi 
Zebulon  Butler,  Esq.;        do        Luieme, 
Biohard  Butler,  Esq.,        do        Alleganey, 
Edward  Bartholomew  Esq.  do      Collr.    Excise 

City  &  Philadelphia; 
William  Harvey,  Esq.;  Collr.  Ezciso,    Bncks; 


Not. 


ITM. 


John  Christie,  Esq.;  do 
Samuel  Terbert,  Esq.,  do 
John  Forsyth,  Esq.,  do 
Biohard  Parker,  Esq.,  do 
Nicholas  Brossius  Esq.;  do 
John  Craig,  Esq.,  do 

appd.  fall,  1788. 
Samuel  Crossan,  Esq.,     do 
Christopher  Derring;  Esq.,  do 
--     —     -  do 

do 
do 
do 
do 


Chester, 

Lancaster, 

York, 

Cumberland; 

Berks, 

Northampton, 


Apl,  18tli,  1789. 


Sept  1788. 

Aug.  26th,  1788. 
3Uth,  Sept,  1783. 

Jany.  IsC,  1789. 
Oct.  26th,  1786. 
March,  1789. 
Sept.  22nd,  1788. 
Aug.  Ist,  1788. 
June,  2nd,  1787. 
August,       1787. 


Bedford  Co. 

Northumberland 

Westmoreland, 

Washington, 

Fayette, 

Franklin, 

Montgomery, 

Dauphin, 


Nov. 
Mar. 

Mar. 
Deo. 
Deo. 
Nov. 
ApL 


2Dd, 

7th, 
8rd, 


1788. 
1786. 

1787. 


12th,  1786. 
12th,  1786. 
17th,  1787. 
16th,  1789. 


John  Giffor,  Esq., 
John  Todd;  Esq., 
Joseph  Douglcs,  Esq., 
Robert  Parker,  Esq., 
Jacob  Auld,  Esq.,! 
Andrew  Forrest,  Esq.,  do 
DirecUdf 

To  His  Ezcelly.  The  President,  &  the  Honble.  the  Supi 
Executive  Council  of  Pennsylva.,  The  above  is  respectfully  sob- 
mittedby , 

JN.  NICHOLSON, 
Comptr.  Oenl's  Office,  May  6th,  1789. 


August,      1787. 


RisoLunoN  OT  CoNaBEss  ON  Imposts,  1789. 

In  the  House  of  Bepresentatives  of  the  United  States. 
Friday,  the  8th  of  May,  1789. 
On  motion, 

Ordered.     That  the  Committee  appointed  on  the  29tb,  ultimo,  to 
report  an  estimate  of  the  supplies  requisite  for  the  present  year,  aid 
of  the  nett  produce  of  the  impost  as  agreed  to  by  the  House,  be 
*  See  Qo\.'B^.,^<iV3XV.,^,1^^1V 
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anihorised  tnd  ioBtnioted  Co  cdleot  early  and  authentic  Btafcemenls 
of  the  partioolar  articles  of  foreign  prodnee  and  mann&etare%  annu- 
ally imported  into,  and  of  all  the  articlei  exported  from  the  aeveral 
ttatee,  and  the  Talne  of  raoh  imports  and  exports:  alao  the  number 
'  of  Teasels  both  foreign  and  domestio  entered  and  cleared  daring  that 
time,  specifying  thar  tonnage,  and  the  nations  to  which  they  respec- 
tiTcly  belong:  specifying  also,  the  exact  numbers  of  each  particular 
dcBcription  of  vessels  of  each  nation,  and  the  amount  of  tonnage  of 
each  parUcolar  TeaseL 

Extract  from  the  Joamal| 

JOHN  BECKLB7,  clerk.' 


COMUITTEX  OF  CONGRESS  TO  PbES.  MiFFUN,  IMPOSTS,  1789. 

New  York,  May  9  th,  1789. 
Sir, 

The  Houfc  of  representatives  of  the  United  States  being  mnch  in 
want  of  the  information  mentioned  in  the  order  prefixed  in  pursuance 
of  their  intentions,  we  request  your  Excellency  to  direct  the  proper 
statements  to  be  obtained,  and  transmitted  to  us,  and  if  they  can- 
not in  every  respect  be  conformed  to,  the  order  we  request  the  best 
documents,  that  can  be  procured  as  they  will  be  necessary  in  forming 
the  important  acts  of  Congress,  respecting  revenue  &  commerce. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir 

with  every  Sentiment  of  respect  your 

most  obedient  &  very  humble  Servants 

£.  OERRT, 
W.  SMITH, 
J.  PARKIN  B. 
Committee  of  Representatives.'^ 
Direeiedf 
His  Excellency  the  Oovcmor  of  Pennsylvania. 


Andrew  Ellicott  to  President  Mifflin,  &o.,  1789. 

May  7lh,  1789. 
Gentlemen, 

Immediately  after  I  return  from  N.  Tork,  I  shall  set  out  to  the 
westward  in  order  to  make  a  survey  of  the  Islands  in  the  Ohio,t  and 
Allegany  Rivers,  agreeably  to  a  resolve  of  your  Hon'ble  Bod^  ^»vA. 

'  *  8ee  answer,  lUySBth^^.C)^. 

t  See  Vol  X.,  p.  462. 
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in  January  last — I  therefore  reqaest  that  some  method  may  be  proii- 
ded  to  defray  the  necessary  expenses. 

The  Reserves  of  certain  Tnets  of  Land,  made  by  the  Gknenl 
Assembly  of  thb  State^  at  their  latd  Session,  might  have  be«i  iv- 
veyed  at  the  same  time,  with  bat  small  addition^  ezpenie :  tUiI 
made  known  to  Mr.  Lakensi  who  approM  of  the  Plan  and  frequst- 
ly  assnred  me  that  it  was  hb  determination,  as  far  as  he  was  ooneen* 
ed,  to  have  the  whole  executed  at  the  same  time,  by  the  aame  pemn. 
Why  he  altered  his  opinion  with  regard  to  the  person,  and  why  ke 
thought  proper  to  add  to  the  expense  of  Government  I  cannot  pr»> 
tend  to  say. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

your  Hble.  Servt. 

AND.  ELLICOIT* 
DirecUdf 

His  Excellency  The  President,  and  Supreme  Executive  CooDeil 
Pennsylvania. 


Cherokbb  Chiefs  to  President  Mipplin,  1789. 

Big  highowassee,  May  the  15th,  1780. 
Great  &  Beloved  Brother, 

We  have  thought  the  time  long  to  see  you  once  more,  and  smob 
the  Pipe  of  friendship  together  in  Peace,  the  Days  have  Bin  when 
we  were  as  one  People,  But  times  have  altered  greatly :  then  you  wu 
in  Destress,  all  the  Northward  Indians  &  French  was  at  ware  with 
you,  then  you  cold  send  for  us  to  help  you,  which  we  allways  did 
without  hesitating,  now  the  Shawneys  Lives  at  home,  in  Peace,  and 
no  person  concerning  with  them,  But  we  are  Drove  as  it  were  into 
the  Sea  we  have  hardly  land  sufficiant  to  stand  upon,  we  are  neither 
fish  nor  Birds,  we  cannot  live  in  the  water  nor  in  the  air ;  the  days 
have  Bin  when  we  was  able  to  use  our  Brothers,  the  white  People 
well,  but  now  we  are  Reduced  to  the  lowest  degree  of  want  and 
Misscry  By  a  Set  of  Bad  People,  who  wants  to  Drive  us  into  the 
sea ;  now  Brothers  if  you  can  do  any  thing  for  our  People  on  their 
Jornoy,  or  in  helping  them  to  fix  matters  in  Congress,  so  that  we 
may  Live  in  Peace,  we  will  Reward  you  according  to  Request. 

Our  Beloved  Brother,  whom  we  have  chosen  to  do  our  Business 
at  Congress  with  the  beloved  men,  he  can  inform  you  what  we  want 
you  to  do  for  us,  &  our  Request  to  Congress  We  hope  the  Credit 
of  our  State  will  not  Be  Less  than  yours  or  any  others,  therefore  if 
you  assist  our  People  it  will  Be  Repaid  you  again,  we  hope  our 
Itequest  will  bo  granted  by  Congress ;  and  we  may  become  a  power 


PBMNBTLTAIOA  ABCHIVES  1799.  :  £95 

in  the  Unioiii  as  wdl  as  the  fiest  of  oar  brolhers.    H«lp  our 
Belov'd  Brother,  if  Possible,  &  the  favour  shall  not  be  forgotton 
Bj  your  friends  & -Brothers  the  ohiefs  of  the  over  hilttowna. 
In  Connoil  assembled  at  highowassee. 

'  indcrtedf 

Letter  from  the  Cherokee  Chiefs  of  Indians. 

Directed^ 

To  his  Ezoellenoy,  the  Qovemor  of  Pennsylvania.    Hon'd  by 
Mr.  Bonnet  Ballingi  Esq'r. 


IHSTRUOIIONB  TO  EVAV  OWSN— NSSOQPEO  BOAD,  1789. 

To  Even  Owen. 

Agreeably  to  'an  Act  of  General  Assembly  dated  March  27th, 
1789,  Vesting  the  Executive  Council  with  powers  for  appointing  a 
suitable  person  to  open  the  Remaining  part  of  the  road  not  yet 
eompleated  Between  the  River  Susquehanna,  at  the  Falls  of 
Nesoopeck  and  the  Lehigh.  The  President  &  Supreme  Executive 
Council  have  therefore  thought  proper,  by  virtue  of  those  powers  to 
them  granted  by  said  act  of  Oen'l  Assembly  to  appoint  &  con- 
stitute you  Commissioner  for  that  purpose  authorising  &  requiring 
you  Immediately  to  proceed  to  the  opening  of  said  Remaining  part 
of  the  above  described  Road  in  a  proper  manner  for  the  accomodat- 
ing of  Travellers,  or  so  much  thereof,  as  the  money  appropriated 
for  that  purpose,  will  enable  you  to  do ;  &  when  Compleated  or 
the  money  expended,  you  will  produce  your  accounts  accompanied 
with  their  proper  Vouchers  for  settlement. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  very  humble  servant, 

CHARLES  BIDDLE,* 
Secr'y. 


Pbbs.  Mifflin  to  Committee  of  Congress,  1789. 

Philad'a,  May  23,  1789. 
Gent, 

By  the  directions  of  his  Excel,  the  President  and  the  S.  E.  C,  I 
(ranamit  you  statements*)*  of  the  particular  articles  of  foreign 
produce  and  manufactures  imported  into,  and  of  all  the  articles 

«  See  Col.  Reo.,  VoL  XVI.,  pp.  ^,  ^. 
f  Not  found. 
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exported  from  the  JSUte  from  the  Ist  of  Jan'y,  1788,  to  the  lit  if 
Ja'y,  '89  with  the  number  of  yesseli;  both  Foreign  and  Doamh 
entered  and  deared  during  that  time. 

Yr.  Letter*  requesting  these  doonmentSy  was  not  vsomvid  ty 
OouDoil  before  the  16th  inst.^  and  no  time  has  been  leal  ainflo  ji 
preparing  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Gent.;  jr.  most  obd't 

humble  Servant, 

CHARLES  BIDDLB, 
Seo^y. 
Directedf 

Hon.  B.  Oerry,  Wm.  Smith  &  J.  Fftrker,  Committee  of  H.  B. 
U.S. 


Report   on   Controllers   accounts  vob   ripaibs   to  Hvd 

ISLAND;  1789. 

The  Committe  to  whom  was  Referred  the  aoeompts  of  Jobn 
Nicholson,  Esq'r,  for  the  Monies  paid  by  him  for  the  Repairs  dote 
to  the  Banks  of  Mud  Island,  Beg  leave  to  Report  that  the  son  of 
Seventy-Eight  pounds  2s.  9,  paper  money  as  stated  in  his  aeeonpt, 
appears  by  sufficient  Youohers  to  have  been  paid  by  him  for  tte 
above  purpose. 

Therefore  Resolved,  that  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  tareasareriB 
his  &vour  for  the  above  sum.f 


Resolutions  or  Congress,  1789. 

(Duplicate  ) 

United  States  of  America. 

In  Senate,  June  4th,  1789. 

Resolved,  That  in  ten  days  after  the  passing  of  every  act  of  Cod- 
ffross  during  the  present  session,  or  until  some  other  regulation  shall 
be  adopted  twenty-two  printed  Copies  thereof,  signed  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Senate,  and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  ReprassntifMi 
and  certified  by  them  to  be  true  Copies  of  the  origbal  Aeti^  1^ 

t  Bee  C^^^.»No\.:k:TV.^V^ 
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lodged  with  the  Prcsideut  of  the  TJoitcd  States,  and  that  he  be 
fl^nteted  to  cause  to  be  transmitted,  two  of  the  said  copies  so 
attested  as  aforesaid  to  each  of  the  ^Supreme  Exeoatives  in  the 
■orend  States. 

Extract  from  the  Journal, 

SAM.  A.  OTIS, 

Secretary. 
Tn  the  House  of  Bepresentives  of  the  United  States,  the  5th  of 
June,  1789. 

The  Hoose  proceeded  to  consider  the  foregoing  Resolation : 
whereupon  Resmved,  That  this  House  doth  concur  with  the  Senate 
therein. 

Extract  from  the  Journal, 

JOHN  BECKLEY, 
Clerk. 


CiBcuLAB  OF  President  Washington  to  Pres.  Mifflin,  1789. 

(Circular.) 

New  Tork,  June  8tb,  1789. 
Sir, 

As  Congress  have  not  yet  established  any  Departments  through 
which  communications  can  be  officially  made  from  the  Gkneral 
Ooyemment  to  the  Executiyes  of  the  several  States;  I  do,  agreeably 
to  the  foregoing  Resolution,  transmit  to  your  Excellency  the  enclosed 
Aot|  and  have  the 

Honor  to  be,  with  due  respect, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient 

and  most  Humble  Servant, 

G.  WASHINGTON. 
Direciedj 

His  Excellency,  Thomas  Mifflin. 

Indartedj 

duplicate  copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  President  of  the  United 
Stites,  inclosing  a  copy  of  the  Act  of  Congress  to  regulate  time  and 
manner  of  administering  certain  oaths,  June  8th,  1789. 

*  See  CoL  Rec.,  Vol.  XVL,  p.  92,  96. 
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t 

Bepobt  on  Aocx>unts  ojt  Gens.  Butlkb  and  Qibson— Eu^ 

1789. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  aooompts  of  Genoil 
Butler  and  General  John  Gibaon,  report  that  your  oommittee  are  of 
opinion  the  charges  in  the  several  acts,  of  six  dollars  ^  diem  for 
services  is  rather  a  high  charge ;  but  on  examining  the  minota  of 
Council  for  the  year  1784  an^  1785,  we  find  that  Meaara.  Atloe, 
Johnston  and  Maolaj,  who  were  appointed  commiaaioDerB  for 
similar  purposes,  were,  on  settlement  allowed  the  same  sain  Vdien, 
exclusive  of  their  expencesi  and  inasmuch  as  the  three  Gomoiis- 
sioners,  whoso  accts.  are  now  under  consideration  hath  ezeeatad  tbe 
duties  of  their  said  Commission  to  the  full  satisfaction  of  the  State, 
and  that  under  circumstances  which  adds  to  the  merits  of  the  service. 
Your  Oommittee  therefore  ofiFer  the  following  resolve  to  wit : 

Besolved,  that  the  accompts  of  the* said  Richard  Butler  and  of 
John  Gibson^  .be,  as  settled  by  the  Comptroller  &  Register  Gen'l  be 
approved.* 


Col.  John  Canan  to  Vios  President  Ross— Hunzinqdoii» 

1789. 

Huntingdon  Town,  June  10th,  1789. 
Sir, 

^  Thomas  Duncan  Smith^f  Esquire's,  bad  state  of  Health  for  a  ooa- 
sidcrable  time  past,  preventing  him  in  a  great  measure  from  doing 
the  duty  of  a  justice  of  the  peace  at  the  Town  afforesaid,  and  the 
diferent  offioess  to  which  Andrew  Henderson,  Esquire,  has  bees 
appointed  in  many  instances  interfere  with  his  performing  the  offioe 
of  a  Justice  of  the  peace,  in  the  said  Town  of  Huutin^on  makes 
it  rcqusito  that  another  should  be  commissioned  at  that  place  for 
which  purpose  a  division  of  the  Township  of  Huntingdon  has  been 
made  by  the  Court  and  forwarded  to  Couneil.  You  may  remember 
a  return  of  an  Election  was  sent  to  our  Board  last  January,  but  for 
want  of  the  District  not  being  laid  off  and  approved  by  Council  no 
Commission  would  be  granted.  I  hope,  sir,  as  soon  as  the  three 
Months  expires  if  Council  approve  you  will  have  an  official  aooonnt 
sent  by  the  Post  to  Shipenburg,  oare  of  Captain  Bippey. 
I  am,  Sir,  your  most  obedient, 

&  very  Humble  Servant, 

JOHN  CANAN. 

Directedf 

Honorable  George  Ross,  Esquire,  Vice  President. 

*  See  Col.  Ueo.,  \o\.  ILW.,  >  ^&, 

t  See  pp.  a05— ^01  •,  !j\ftfiCo\.^^.,N«^.^K^\.,w'^^'»'^- 
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■ 

SBonyxa  Gxnsbal — Citt  Lots,  1789. 

Joseph   Meroier  14  City  LotS;  N.  2392  to  2S15| 

loolosive, £868 

Doct'r  David  Christie  11  Lot  N.  2266  to  2276,  826 

£1198 

The  above  Lots  are  not  yet  paid  for. 

PRAS.  JOHNSTON,  R.  G. 
Beo'r  Gon'l  Office,    1 
June  11th,  1789.     J 


Statement  of  Monet  dbawn  for  Erie,  1780. 

Compt.  Gen'la  Office,  June  11th,  1789. 
Sir, 

The  following  draughts  have  been  drawn  by  your  Honble  Board 
on  and  of  the  ezpcDces  of  the  Purchase  of  the  tract  on  the  south- 
ward and  Eastward  of  Lake  Erie  in  Penn'a,  lately  purchased  of  the 
Natives,  vis. : 

Oet'r  8d,  1788,  Messrs.  Butler  &  Gibson,  £60  '  0    0 

Hay  18th,         Gibson  Bal,  176  19  10 

OcfrlO,  B.  Elliott  for  a  Map  fo  rComm'rs,        16    0 

An  order  in  fav.  Wister&  Aston,  £600  0  00 

Dec'r  23,  1788 

Ap'l  24th,  1789,        do.,  balance,  426  3  10 

925    3  10 

Hay  13th,  do.,  J.  Gibson  in  pt.  pay  per  A.  Dallas,      96    0    2 

£1258    8  10 


I  am.  Sir,  your  obed't  servt., 

JNO.  NICHOLSON. 
Dtrectedf 

His  Excellency,  The  President,  in  Council. 

*  See  pages  506,  672  ;   and  CoL  Reo.,  XVI.,  p.  05. 
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Bepobt  ov  Cohmittbe  on  Oomftrolleb  Gxin:&  LErrxft— 
City  Lots,  1789. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  refered  the  Comptrollor  Oenl'i 
letter  respecting  some  City  lots  parohssed  by  him  some  time  put 
Report,  That  in  the  opinioD  of  your  Committee,  Council  are  not 
authoriaied  to  order  money  to  be  returned  which  has  been  paid  into 
the  public  Treasury  for  Cify  Lots  purchased  by  Individuals,  and  is 
the  Comptroller  6enl.  purchased  the  lots  refered  to  wilhonttnj 
directions  of  this  board,  be  must  have  done  it  in  his  private  capaeitj, 
and  therefore  is  equally  intitled  with  any  other  person  to  hold  iiid 
lots,  and  therefore  offer  the  following  Resolution. 

Resolved,  that  John  Nicholson  Esq.,  is  entitled  to  receive  Patents, 
or  deeds  for  all  the  City  Lots  he  hath  purchased  and  paid  fur.* 


Capt.  W.  Perquson  to  Pass.  Mippun,  1789. 

To  his  Excellency  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esquire  and  the  Honorable 
the  Supreme  Executive  Council. 
Gentlemen, 

I  have  now  recruited  upwards  of  fifty  soldiers  as  Part  of  Ao 
Pennsylvania  Quota  of  troops,  and  now  request  that  an  order  mj 
be  drawn  in  my  favor  for  fifty  dollars  on  the  Treasury  on  the  same 
principle  that  Cap.  Zigler  reed,  a  dollar  ^  man  for  his  Bcoruits  list 
year. 

I  am  gentlemeui 

your  most  obedient  Uumble  Servt 

W.  FERGUSON, 
Cap.  Artly.  Ist  U.  States,  Regt 


DXLEGATXS  IN  CONORXSS  TO  PrES.  MiFFUN — JtDICIAL  COUBTS, 

1789. 

New  Tork,  Jany.  16th,  1789. 
Sir, 

We  embrace  the  first  opportunity  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  Bill 
to  Establish  the  Judicial  Courts  of  th^  United  States,!  as  the  flame 
stands  reported  to  the  Senate  by  a  committee  appointed  for  that 
purpose.     This  bill  will  come  under  consideration  in  the  ooone  of 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XVI.,  94. 
f  Not  foand. 
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reeky  and  will   probably  oooaaion  mnoh  disoaasion  ft  debate. 
Id  jonr  Ezeellency  ft  the  Sopreme  Ezeoniive  Ooanoil  honor 
ith  any  observations  on  this  bill|  they  shall  be  treated  with 
■dble  attention  and  respeot  by  your  Ezoelleney'i| 
most  obedient  and  humble  servants, 

WM.  MACLAY, 
•  EOBT.  MORRIS.* 

I  Ezoellencyy  The  President  ft  Supreme  Exeoutive  Council  of 
sylvania. 

w, 

ead  in  Council  Ist  time,  Juno  20th,  1789.] 


Secretary  Riddle  to  PROTnoNOTARiss,  1789. 

Secretary's  office, 

Philadelphia,  June,  17th|  1789, 

directions  of  the  S.  E.  Council,  I  transmit  you  six  Copies  of 
yt  of  Congress,  entitled  an  act  directing  the  time  ft  manner  of 
listering  eertain  oaths,*}"  which  yon  are  required  to  promulgato 
le  information  of  all  persons  within  your  County. 
I  am  Sir, 

your  obedient  and, 

vory  humble  servant, 

CHARLES  RIDDLE,  Secy. 


Sen.  Richard  Rutler  to  Pres.  Mippun— Erie,  1789. 

Philada.,  June,  17th,  1789. 

kving  laid  before  your  Excellency  &  the  HonH^lo  the  Exeoutive 
oil  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pcnnsylva.  the  Treaty  made  with 
ndians  &  this  deed  of  sale  for  the  Lake  Erie  Tract  of  land  which 
Gibson  &  myself  were  directed  by  your  Hon'ble  board  to  pur- 
;  together  with  the  accounts  of  the  whole  Expenditures  neces- 
inourred  in  transacting  said  business,  also  the  accounts  of  Gen. 
m  and  myself  respectively  for  our  services  &  Expenses  as  Com- 
oners  all  which  hath  been  approved — and  although  the  greatest 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  VoL  XVL,  p.  100. 
f  See  page,  687. 
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eeonomy  wu  nsed  by  us  for  the  Interost  of  the  State,  the  earn  app» 
priated  for  said  service  hath  been  Ezpeeded,  yet  we  have  done  thi 
bamnees  &  borne  our  own  Expenses,  not  doabting  we  would  be  ifln» 
diately  reimbnrsed  k  paid  for  our  seryioes.  I  therefore  beg  kave  ti 
inform  your  Ezcellenoy  that  we  need  the  money,  and  conoeinBg 
that  the  oommonwealth  of  Pennsylva.  would  certainly  not  delay  tin 
payment  for  services  which  have  been  rendered,  I  hope  to  her  stfifr 
faction,  I  had  made  arrangements  which  would  make  it  partienkrlj 
inconvenient  for  me  to  lie  out  of  the  money — I  therefore  pray  tkik 
agreeable  to  the  Act  of  the  18,  of  April  1782.  your  Hon'ble  boud 
will  be  pleased  to  draw  an  order  on  the  State  Treasarer  for  tla 
respective  debts  due  by  the  commonwealth  to  Gen.  Gibson  &  myidC 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

your  Excellency's  most 

obedient  Humble  Servant 

RICHD.  BUTLER.* 

P.  S.  Should  there  not  be  money  in  the  Treasury  oar  immediite 
purposes  may  be  answer'd  by  having  the  orders. 
Directed, 

His  Excellency  the  President  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


Dayh)  Redick  to  P&es.  Mifplin,  1789. 

Susquehana,  June  21st,  1789. 
Sir, 

The  enclosed  letter  was  put  into  my  hands  this  moment  by  tbe 
bearer  who  is  immediately  from  Pittsburgh.  The  subject  will  not 
bo  unfamiliar  to  you  as  the  return  of  the  election  is  before  you,  from 
this  letter  ye  Board  will  perhaps  be  of  opinion  that  neither  of  the 
Townships  are  entitled  to  justices  of  the  peace  until  a  reoom menta- 
tion of  the  Court  shall  be  filed  in  the  Secy's  office  three  months  Ac 
Robinson  Towfiship  was  formerly  a  district  for  a  justice,  but  a  laige 
part  of  it  is  now  in  Allegania  County,  and  Mr.  Justice  Scott  who 
was  a  Washington  County  justice  is  still  a  Justice  in  Allegania,  being 
situate  within  that  part  of  Robinson  Township  now  called  Moco 
Township  in  Allegania  County.  I  forward  it  for  such  usee  aa  Council 
may  make  of  it.  Mr.  McDonald  is  a  man  of  good  fame. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir 

your  most  obedient  Servant 

DAVID  REDICK. 
Please  present  my  Compl's  to  Mr.  Reed  and  my  other  fijendi  in 
Council. 
Directed, 
His  Excellency  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esq.,  Philadelphia. 
*  See  ^ageA  4!(^«  ^"Sl ,  t^^"^,  ^*1^ V^. 
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Ssc'y  Biddle  to  Countt  CoacmssiONEBs^  1789. 

July  2, 1789. 

0  mat  neglect  io  Collecting  the  State  Taxes  ba?  furnish'd  just 
of  oomplaint  to  the  Public  Creditors  who  cannot  receive  their 

est  &  is  the  Occasion  of  the  paper  medium  being  so  much 
fliated — Council  therefore  direct  jou  immediately  to  take  the 
Vigorous  &  effectual  measures  for  the  Collection  of  the  Public 

1  io  your  County  and  to  inform  them  of  your  Proceedings 
lit  delay. 

I  am  Gentlemen, 

your  obedient  and  very 

humble  Servant, 

CHARLES  BIDDLE,  Sec'y. 
lee?, 

the  Commissioners  of  the  several  Counties. 


Jon'a  Hart  to  John  Adlum,  1780. 

Fort  Franklin,  14th  July,  1789. 

ave  to  acknowlodgc  your  attention  in  acquainting  me  with  the 
utions  of  the  Geooral  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
lia,  respecting  the  rescry'd  Tract  at  the  mouth  of  French 
ly  &c. 

the  report  of  your  proceediags  perhaps  you  may  think  it  proper 
nark  that  a  considerable  part  of  the  Lands  fit  for  Cultivation 
i%  part  of  said  Tract  which  lies  on  the  West  side  of  French 
:  is  under  actual  improvements. 

prevent  any  suspicions  of  an  intention  to  oppose  Civil  Au- 
ies  or  conduct  improperly  respecting  said  Tract  it  may  be 
sary  for  me  to  state  the  Principles  on  which  these  settlements 
made  &  to  assign  the  reasons  why  they  are  still  carried  on. 

October  last,  I  made  representation  to  a  Member  of  the 
ble  the  Executive  Council,  that  there  was  a  small  Tract  of 
at  the  mouth  of  French  Creek  which  I  wished  to  take  up  & 
1  make  actual  Settlement  provided  I  could  have  the  precmp- 
pfhen  an  office  should  be  open  for  the  sale  of  those  Lands  &  pro- 

to  remove  some  families  in  the  Spring  on  the  said  tract — Cir- 
Ances  made  it  necessary  for  me  to  return  before  the  Assembly 
leeidad  on  my  le^uest;  however  I  was  petausidLedL  «^  y^^I^i^^^a 
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would  be  given  to  aotoal  Settlements,  therefore  remoTed  one  Fmlly 
with  me  &  made  arrangements  for  two  more  to  follow  some  time  tkii 
summer,  for  the  purpose  of  making  improvements  on  the  a'd  Ihek 
Some  time  after  my  arrival  at  this  place,  was  informed  the  Oeol 
Assembly  had  rejected  the  Reqnest — bnt  in  the  prooeedingi  of  tb 
House  it  was  observed  a  motion  had  been  made  ror  grantiDg  a  pit- 
emption  Right  to  actual  Settlements — and  it  was  the  opinion  ii 
general  s'd  Motion  would  pass  into  a  Law— it  was  then  too  late  to 
remove  to  any  other  Situation  this  Season  &  not  having  an  idea  aj 
Person  could  recommend  this  Tract  as  suitable  for  a  Reserve  &  bong 
persuaded  a  preference  would  be  given  to  actual  Settlements,  tke 
Family  still  continued  to  make  improvements — as  one  Family  b  not 
on  the  Lands  two  others  expected  this  Fall  and  as  preparations  bive 
been  making  for  their  reception  here  previous  to  any  knowledge  of 
this  being  a  reserved  tract,  I  presume  it  will  not  be  construed  iuto  in 
opposition  to  the  Civil  Authority  or  making  Settlements  contrary  to 
their  directions,  should  the  improvements  be  still  carried  on,  reining 
on  the  Justice  &  Equity  of  the  'Commonwealth  &  the  known  pref«^ 
ence  which  has  ever  been  given  to  actual  Settlements,  that  when 
ever  said  reserved  Tract  shall  be  sold  (for  it  never  will  be  laid  out 
into  a  Town)  the  actual  Setlers  may  have  a  preference  of  Purchase. 

Thus  I  have  stated  the  Principles  on  which  these  Settlements 
were  first  made  &  the  reasons  why  they  are  still  making  and  beg  yon 
will  make  such  use  of  them  as  you  may  Judge  the  case  to  require. 

Before  I  close  give  me  leave  to  assure  you  I  am  happy  in  giving 
every  assistance  in  my  power  for  carrying  the  Resolutions  of  the 
Commonwealth  into  Execution  &  in  prosecuting  the  Prcbent  Bosi- 
ness  beg  you  will  accept  the  assurance  that  every  thing  in  my  Power 
is  at  your  command. 

I  am  with  Sentiments  of  Esteem  Sir, 

your  most  ob't  &  humb'l  Serv't, 

JON'A  HART. 

Directed^ 

To  Mr.  John  Adlum. 


Sam'l  Caldwell  To  Pres.  Mifflin,  1789. 

To  his   Excellency   the  President,   and  the  Supreme   Ezecutiva 
Council,  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Memorial  of  Samuel  Caldwell,  Tonnage-Officer  of  the  Port  of 
Philadelphia, 

Eespectfully  shcweth — 

That,  your  Memorialist  has  understood,  oth^r  Officers  in  the 
Collection  of  the  Commercial  Duties,  for  the  State  of  I'ennsylvania, 
have  applied  for,  and  o\>la\M««\,  Vj^x\S&!i^mVaa  ^i  \.bA  due  execution  of 
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ttter  o&oeBy  in  order  to  Msist  their  application  for  the  aamoi  nnder 
the  General  OoTemment  of  the  United  States.      ^ 

That  with  the  same  Tiews,  and  under  an  honest  impresrion,  thai 
lib  Offioe  has  been  executed  with  eqoa)  fidelity,  and  punctuality, 
jonr  Memorialist  is  induced  to  request  the  same  favor  and  eamefitlv 
prvjs,  hifl  Excellency  the  President,  and  the  Honorable  the  Council, 
to  grant  him  a  certificate  of  their  approbation  of  his  conduct  in  the 
ezocution  of  the  Office  of  Collector  of  the  Tonnage  Duties  for  this 
irorc. 

And  your  Memorialist  will  ever  pray,  &c., 

SAM'L  CALDWELL. 
17th  July,1789. 


TnoifAs  FiTzsiMONS  TO  Pres.  MiftuN;  1789 

New  York,  21July,  1789. 
Sir, 

I  have  been  applyd  to  by  a  broker  of  this  place  on  a  business 
that  concerns  the  State  of  Pcnnsylva.  and  which,  I  apprehend, 
Council  ought  to  be  iuformcd  of. 

He  produced  to  me  a  power  attorney  of  the  Comptr.  General 
authorizing  the  bearer  to  receive  at  the  treasury  of  the  U.  S.  certain 
certificates  therein  eDumerated,  but  upon  applicatiou,  there  do  such 
certifioates  could  be  obtained|  this  led  him  to  make  application  to 
me,  and  I  aocompanj'd  him  to  the  treasury  where  I  found,  that  the 
State  had  Credit  on  the  books  of  the  funded  debt  of  the  U.  S.  for 
85,116  g  J  dollars,  and  that  according  to  the  Established  rules, 
there  the  State  was  intitled  to  warrant  for  that  sum, — in  the  case  of 
individuals,  such  warrants,  may  bo  transferred  by  power  of  attorney 
but  in  all  such  cases  the  original  warrant  is  delivered  up,  if  a  part 
'  only  is  transferred  a  new  warrant  Issues  for  the  ballancc.  In  the 
Case  of  a  State  however,  the  officers  appear  to  think  that  no  trans- 
fer can  be  made  without  an  act  of  the  State  to  warrant  it ;  if  there  is 
any  such  act  in  Pennnylva.  a  Copy  of  it  must  bo  lodged  at  the 
treasury,  and  some  other  mode  than  that  adopted  by  tho  Comptr. 
must  be  settled  with  the  officers  for  making  those  transfers;  it  would 
be  highly  inconvenient  to  be  obliged  to  Issue  a  new  warrant  to  the 
state  every  time  a  transfer  was  made  for  anj  part  of  this  sum,  but 
if  there  is  not  a  legislative  act,  it  cannot  be  made  under  any  modi- 
fication. I  have  no  doubt  an  arrangement  could  be  made  with  the 
officers,  for  certificates  in  possession  of  the  State,  which  would  very 
much  facilitate  ^  return  to  the  holders  of  Pcnnsylva.  securitys 
agreeable  to  the  late  act.  I  beg  leave  to  add  that  if  mj  agency  in 
that  or  any  other  business  which  concerns  the  State,  cau  b^  \i^l>^VL 
you  may  commaod  my  service. 
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OoDgren  have  under  Conmdention  a  lepoit  .to  provida  for  «■- 
pleatiDg  the  enrf  ey  of  the  traot  of  land  pnrohaaed  of  the  U.  8.  if 
oarrj'd  into  effeot,  I  will  do  myself  the  pleasnre  of  informing  yoi. 
I  haye  the  honor  to  be, 

tOTj  yovr  mo.  hble  servt 

THOS.  FITZSIMONS.» 

Directed, 

Thomas  Mifflin^  Esq.,  President,  T.  Eitimmonsi  Pennsylvaaia. 
Indorsedf 

Read  in  Council^  July  27th;  1789;  Ist  timo/Col.  Miles,  Col 
Smith;  Dr.  Grey. 


President  Washington  to  Pbes.  MitfliN;  1789. 

Daplieate; 

New  York,  23rd  July,  1789. 
Sir, 

Agreeably  to  the  Resolution  of  Congress  of  the  5th  of  Jane,  I 
do  myself  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  an  act  imposing 
Duties  on  Tonnage. 

1  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  due  consideration  your  Excellency's 
most  obedient  &  most  Humble  serrt 

GO.  WASHINGTON.f 

P.  S.  Your  Excellency  will  please  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
the  several  acts  which  may  be  transmitted  to  you. 
Directed, 

His  Excellency,  Thomas  Mifflin. 


Recommendation  of  a  Judge  at  Reading,  1789. 

Reading,  July  Slst,  1789. 
Sir, 

The  Death  of  our  late  worthy  President  of  the  Court  of  Comnoo 
Pleas  of  this  County,  and  the  near  approach  of  our  Time,  will|  wo 
hope,  excuse  our  requesting  that  you  would  be  so  good  as  to  lay  be* 
fore  Council  tho  necessity  of  a  speedy  appointment  to  that  office. 

From  the  frequent  meeting  of  the  Courts,  and  the   late  alteratioo 

*  Sec  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  119,  127. 
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of  the  Law,  reapeciiDg  the  acknQwledgment.of  Deeds  (which  requires 
almost  oonstant  attendanoey)  it  most^  we  tbiDk,  be  evident  to  Council 
that  the  Proaident  ought  to  be  one  who  resides  in  the  County 
Town.  We  therefore  beg  leave  to  suggest  that  the  appointment 
of  Jamea  Dfemer  Eaquire,'*'  an  upright  and  experienced  magistrate, 
and  an  old  Inhabitant  of  this  Place,  would  be  particularly  agreeable 
to  the  Bar,  and  we  believe  to  the  County  at  lurge. 
We  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  much  Respect  k  Elsteem, 

your  Excellency's  most  obed.  hble  servts 
DAN.  CLYMER, 
COLLINSON  READ, 
MARKS  JNO.  BIDDLB, 
V.  HURLEY, 
GEO.  ECKERT, 
JAS.  SCULL, 
JNO.  SPAYD. 
Dire^ed, 

His  Bzoellency  Thomas  Mifflin  Esq., 


QuKBixs  BT  OoLi^EOTOB  Delant  bebpectinq  Duties,  1780. 

The  Act  passed  Sept.  25, 1783,  in  the  7th  Section  limits  the  con- 
tinuation of  duties  or  Imposts,  *^  untill  that  part  of  the  resolve  of 
Congreaa  of  April  18th,  1783,  be  acceded  to  by  each  and  every 
of  the  thirteen  United  States,  &  from  thence  to  the  End  of  the  next 
Bitting  of  the  Assembly  and  no  longer." 

By  the  Aot  of  March  15th,  1784,  an  additional  duty  is  laid  of  IJ 
pr.  Ct.,  without  limitation. 

The  duties  arismg  by  the  Act  passed  Sept.  20,  1785,  has  a  limi- 
tation in  Sec.  3d,  referring  to  the  2i  pr.  Cent  arising  by  the  former 
acta;  but  being  general  in  the  reference,  it ^ may  be  doubtful 
whether  it  repeals  the  Act  of  March  15th,  1784. 

The  duties  arising  by  the  Act  of  Dec.  24,  1785,  are,  as  to  limita- 
tion, the  same  as  the  last  mentioned. 

The  dntiea  of  Tonage  arising  by  the  Act  passed  April  8th,  1786, 
are  without  limitation. 

The  duties  to  be  paid  by  virtue  of  the  Act  passed  March  15, 1787, 
have  the  same  limitation  as  those  of  September  15th,  1785. 

How  far  the  above  acts  may  be  superseded  by  the  Impost  Law  of 
the  United  States  passed  ,  is  necessary  to  have  decided  by 

*  See  Col.  Rcc,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  125.    He  waa  ap^o\xiV.^^. 
Vol.  XL— 26 
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the  Honorable  Conncil,  or  to  have  such  direotions  as  they  may  plew 
to  give;  because  it  may  yery  materially  affeet  the  oommeroial  Interal 
of  this  state;  as  all  imposts  arising  are^  by  the  GonstitatioD  of  tin 
Union,  to  pass  into  their  Treasury. 

The  Acts  for  allowing  Drawhaoks,  passed  Sepr.  25,  1783— April 
2,  1785,  &  March  15,  1787,  regulate  the  manner,  &c.,  of  obteiaitf 
them  :  oonsidorable  quantities  of  goods  are  now  entitled  to  nek 
Drawbacks,  and  the  many  advantages  such  goods  will  have  oyer  tke 
like  goods  imported  under  the  duties  of  the  Union,  will  no  doobt 
induce  many  to  apply,  and  in  much  greater  proportion  than  hereto* 
fore  when  duties  were  payable  in  the  separate  States.  A  Questioo 
here  naturally  arises  whether  such  should  be  allowed,  and  as  the 
determination  will  be  of  considerable  couscquencc,  the  directions  of 
your  honorable  board  will  appear  necessary. 

A  Determination  on  the  following  Questions  will  direct  me  in  the 
Execution  of  my  Office. 

Whether  the  whole,  or  what  part,  of  our  Impost  Laws,  are  repealed 
by  the  late  Law  of  the  United  States  imposing  Duties  ? 

Whether  Our  Citizens  are  intitled  to  Drawbacks — admitting  that 
our  loiport  Laws  arc  superseded  by  the  Act  of  the  United  States?* 

Indorsed, — Mr.  Delany's  Queries  to  Council  Relative  to  States' 
imposts,  August,  1789. 


Hon.  Elbridge  Gerby  to  S£o*t  Biddlb,  1789. 

New  York,  3d  August,  1789. 
Sir, 

I  am  desired  by  the  Committee  appointed  by  the  House  of  Rej^ 
resentatives  of  the  United  States  to  collect  early  and  aathentio  state- 
ments of  the  imports  and  ezporte,  with  the  value  thereof,  and  d 
the  number  of  foreign  and  domestic  Vessels,  with  their  respeotiTe 
tonnage  annually  entered  and  cleared  in  the  several  Sutee^  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  2d  day  of  May  Ust 
with  the  inclosures,  and  in  their  behalf,  to  thank  yon  for  yoor 
attention  to  the  subjects  mentioned. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  esteem  and  respect. 
Your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

B.  QERRr.* 

Directedj 

On  public  service. 
The  Honourable  Charles  Biddle,  Esquire,  Secretary  of  the  Stale 
of  Pennsylvania. 

*  See  Co\.  Kwi.,  YqI.  xyi.,  pp.  124,  127. 
•)-  Bee  pais^  ^Q\, 
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Pais.  Washinqtoh  to  Pbsb.  MmLiNy  1789. 

Daplioate. 

New  York,  AngOBt  4th^  1789. 

PBably  io  the  Resolation  of  Congress  of  the  5th  Jane,  I  do 
the  honor  to  endioae  to  your  Ezoellenoj  an  Act*  to  regulate 
Dolleotion  of  the  Duties  imposed  bj  Law  on  the  Tonnage  of 
I  or  Vesselsi  and  on  Goods,  Wares,  and  Merohandiies  imported 
(be  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

With  due  consideration, 

Tour  Ezcellency's  most  Obt. 

&  most  Humble  Sery't, 

G«  WASHINGTON, 
b  Ezceilcncj  Thomas  Mifflin. 


Prbs.  Washington  to  Pbes.  Mifflin,  1789. 

Duplicate. 

New  York,  August  4tb,  1789. 

greeably  to  the  Resolution  of  Congress  of  the  5th  of  June,  I  do 
)lf  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  an  Act  for  estab- 
Qg  an  Executive  Department,  to  be  denominated  the  Department 
oreign  Affairs. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be. 

With  due  consideration, 

Your  Ezoelleney's  most  Obedient 
&  most  Humble  Serv't, 

G»  WASHINGTON. 
;is  Ezcellency  Thomas  Mifflin. 

*  Not  found— See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XVI.,  page  127. 
t  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  126. 
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Copt  of  Gov.  Bandolph's  lxttkb  to  Gonobjbbs,  1789. 

Biohmond,  Aagast  5thy  1789.  ' 
Sir, 

Two  Cbiefs  of  the  Cherokee  nation  of  Indians  arriTcd  here  a  few 
days  ago,  aooompanied  by  a  Mr.  Bennet  Ballew,  who  has  fall  pom 
from  a  namber  of  Towns  to  lay  before  yon  their  Orievanoes  m  to 
make  some  proposals  which  may  eyentnally  preserre  harmDoy  be- 
tween the  Citisens  of  the  United  States  and  the  Indians,  and  periupi 
be  prodnctive  of  considerable  advantages  to  both  parties.  It  it  tt 
the  particular  request  of  these  unfortunate  pe<q[>le  that  I  introdnoe 
them  to  you. 

They  appear  to  me  to  have  been  much  oppressed }  shonld  you  view 
them  in  this  light,  your  well  known  regard- to  public  as  well  as  printe 
justice,  will  insure  to  them  every  exertion  of  your  power  in  their 
behalf.  I  am  unacquainted  with  Mr.  Ballew,  But  I  think  I  owe  it 
to  him  to  inform  you  that  he  is  strougly  recommended  to  me  by  tbe 
Honorable  William  Fleming  as  an  honest,  upright,  intelligent  man. 

I  have  the  Honour,  Ac. 
Indorsed, — Copy  of  Gov.  Randolph's  letter  to  Congress. 


Pres.  Mifflin  to  Pres.  WAsmNOTON,  1789. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  August  5th,  1789. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  Ezed- 
lency's  several  Letters  of  the  eight  of  June,  &  the  ninth,  twentj* 
third  and  thirtieth  of  July  last,  enclosing  the  Aots  of  Congtm^ 
nudermentioned,  viz. : 

An  Act  to  regulate  the  time  and  manner  of  administmng  oerttti 
oaths. 

An  Act  for  laying  a  duty  on  Goods,  Wares  and  Merohandiie 
imported  into  the  United  States. 

An  Act  imposing  duties  on  Tonnage;  and  An  Act  for  establish- 
ing an  Executive  department  to  be  denominated  the  department  of 
Foreign  affairs.     All  which  will  be  transmitted  by  Council  to  the 
General  Assembly  at  the  ensuing  Session. 
With  the  highest  respect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
••  Your  Excellency's  most 

obedient  and  very 

humble  Servant, 
Directed,  THOMAS  MIFFLIN.* 

His  Excellency  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

♦  See  Co\,  U^c, NoV  ^^V, \j.  Vl&. 
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Pres.  MifFLiN  TO  Pbe8.  Washinoton^.  1789. 

In  Coanoil,  7  AQgnsfc,  1789. 


lave  the  honor  of  acknowledging  the  Receipt  of  year 
'*B  Letter  of  Angast  4,  1789,  enclosing  an  aet  of  Congi 


Excel- 
5,  _  ngreas  to 

Jite  the  Collection  of  the  Duties  imposed  by  Law  on  the  Tonnage 
iM  or  vessels  and  on  goods,  wares  k  merchandises  imported  into 
Jnited  States.* 


With  the  highest  respect,  I  have 

the  honor  to  be,  Tonr  Ezceiry 

most  obed.  &  most  h'b  Servt. 


BHER  OF  Judges  on  Collxctob  Dxlant's  Questions,  1789. 

lestions  proposed  by  His  Excellency  the  President,  and  the 
arable  The  Supreme  Ezeontive  Council  to  the  Judges  of  the 
erne  Court  and  the  Attorney  General  of  Pennsylvania.f 
ntf  Whether  the  whole,  or  any,  and  what  parts  of  the  Acts  of 
Itate  for  raising  a  revenue  by  imposts  or  duties  on  goods,  wares 
Merchandizes  imported  into  the  said  State  are  repealed  or 
d  to  have  a  legal  operation  by  the  act  of  Congress  intitled  an 
n  laying  a  duty  on  goods,  wares  &  merchandize  imported  into 
Fnited  States? 

oond.  Whether  the  Merchants  or  persons,  who  have  imported 
I,  wares  and  Merchandize  into  the  said  state  and  duly  entered, 
ame  during  the  operation  of  the  State  impost  laws,  can  now  be 
ed  the  drawback  or  return  of  the  duties  by  them  paid  or 
ed  to  be  paid  upon  their  exporting  the  same  out  of  the  said 
,  agreeably  to  the  provisions  made  by  the  said  acts  of  Assembly  ? 
answer  to  the  first  question,  we  conceive  that  all  the  acts  and 
of  acts  of  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  so  far  as 
■nthorize  or  require  imposts  or  duties  to  be  paid  to  the  use  of 
Commonwealth  upon  goods,  wares  and  merchandize  imported 
n  the  said  State,  have  ceased  to  have  any  legal  operation  or 
ng  foree. 

the  second  question.  As  the  authority  and  powers  of  the 
otor  and  Naval  officer  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  have  ceased 
respect  to  any  future  act  to  be  done  by  them  as  such,  it  appears 
y  that  no  drawback  or  return  of  the  duties  paid  or  secured  to 
id|  can  be  made  to  the  Merchants  or  persons  who  may  propose 

«  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XVL,  p.  127. 
f  See  page  597. 
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to  export  the  goods  &o.,  agreeably  to  the  provisions  made  by  the 
said  acts  of  Assembly,  within  the  aid  of  the  Legislature. 

THO.  McKEAN, 
GEO.  BRYAN, 
JACOB  RUSH, 
WM.  BRADFORD,  Jim. 
PhiUd'a,  August  7, 1789. 


Pbes.  Mifflin  to  Colleotor  Dklamt,  1789. 

In  Council,  August  8, 1789. 
Sir, 

The  questions*  proposed  by  you  on  Friday  last,  to  Council  re]ttii« 
to  your  Duty  as  State  Collector  for  the  Port  of  Philad'a,  wen 
immediately  submitted  to  the  Judges  &  Attorney  Gen'l,  for  their 
opinion ;  which  they  have  acoordin^y  given  in  writing ;  and  whiok 
I  have  the  honor  of  enclosing  to  you  as  coincedent  with  the  opinion 
of  Council  on  the  subject. 

With  great  Respect  &  Esteem, 

your  obd't  &  H.  Sv., 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Directed^ 

Sharp  Delany,  Esq.,  Collector  of  Imposts. 


Pbes.  Washington  to  Prks.  Mifflin,  1789. 

In  Council, 

PhUadelphia  August  12th,  1789. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  acknowledging  the  Receipt  of  your  EzoelleneT'i 
letter  of  August  1789,  enclosing  An  Act  of  Congress  settling  (be 
account  between  the  United  States  and  individual  States  passed  tbe 
fifth  instantf 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  the 

Highest  respect  your  Ezoellency's  most 

obedient  and  very  humble  Servant 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN 
])trected, 
His  Excellency  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

*  See  page  697.        Also    Col  Boo.,  Vol.  XVI.,  pp.  124,  127. 
t  See  Col.  Kec.,  VoV.  XNl.,  v-  ^^^^^ 
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3OVMISSI0NXRS  OV  TaXXS  NoRTHAMFTON  Co.  to  PbIS.  MlFFIJIfy 

1789. 

Your  Cironlar  Letter  of  July  2nd,  1789.  was  duly  rco'd.  by  the 
Sommissioncrs  of  Northampton  County,  who  have  given  their  utmost 
ittention  to  the  Commands  of  Council  on  the  subject  of  the  Collection 
if  Taxes — ^We  have  Issued  our  Orders  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  County 
requiring  him  to  proceed  against  every  delinquent  Collector  without 
Bzoeption  or  Hesitation,  and  the  Treasurer  has  reported  that  in 
INirsnanoe  of  this  Requsition  of  the  Commisioners,  be  has  already 
irrote  to  those  who  are  in  arrears  calling  upon  them  for  Immediate 
jwyment,  and  announcing  his  Intention  to  put  the  Laws  in  Execution 
igainst  Defaulters,  this  is  all  that  the  act  of  1786,  have  left  in  tho 
power  of  the  Commissioners,  wo  hope  that  these  measures  may  effcc- 
koate  the  wish  of  Council. 

We  have  further  to  report  that  the  Collection  of  the  Taxes  in  tho 
Townships  north  of  the  Kittatinny  Mountain  has  become  a  matter 
)f  Extreme  Difficulty,  that  the  Collectors  who  had  made  Seizures 
before  the  year  1786,  on  which  tho  inhabitants  of  said  Townships 
lad  Petitioned  to  Councill  for  Remedy,  and  whereupon  Council  have 
lend  a  letter  to  the  Corn's  dated  Jany.  24th|  1789,  directing  that 
;he  prosecution  be  stayed,  which  has  delayed  the  Collection  of  said 
Taxes,  and  now  tho  said  Collectors  are  and  have  been  ezposeing  tho 
jroods  and  Chatties  of  Defaulters  to  sale  agreeably  to  Law  but  with- 
mt  any  effect ;  as  they  cannot  in  one  Instance  find  Bidders — We 
ipprebend  this  might  bo  remedied  if  the  Goods  distrained  could  law- 
*oHy  be  removed,  out  of  the  Townships,  and  we  wish  the  direction  ^ 
}t  Council  herein.  * 

We  would  also  inform  Council  that  we  have  proceeded  against 
he  Collectors  of  the  Taxes  in  this  County  from  the  year  1781,  to 
1785,  &  find  that  some  are  totaUy  lost  as  well  from  the  Collectors 
it  that  time  appointed  as  from  the  Taxable  persons — this  we  conceive 
nu  owing  to  the  heavy  Taxes  then  laid  &  the  indulgence  given  by 
he  Commissioners  who  where  not  willing  to  distress  the  people. 
We  are  with  due  respect, 

Ocntlemen,  your  most  obedient 

and  very  Humble  Serv'ts 

JACOB  WEYGAND. 
SIMON  DREISBACII. 
MICHAEL  SUN YDER. 
Easton  12th,  Aug.  1789. 
Ttrectedf 

His   Excellency   Thomas   Mifflin   Esquire,   President^  and  tho 
lupream  Executive  Council. 
'ndarted — Received  and  read,  August  19 tb,  17^^. 
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Pbb8.  MnrrLin  to  Preb.  Wabhinoton,  1789. 

In  Coanoil, 

Pbiladelphia,  August  14tli,  1789. 
Sir, 

I  haTe  the  honor  of  acknowledging  the  reoeipt  of  your  Exeel- 
lenc/s  letter  of  the  11th  instant,  enolosing  the  following  Aoli  of      g 
Congres8|  vii. :    An  Aot  to  provide  for  the  government  of  tke      j 
Territory  North-West  of  the  Kiver  Ohio.     An  Aot  for  the  eita^ 
lishment  and  support  of  Light  Hoases,  Beacons,  Baoys  and  PnUie      i 
Piers.*    An  Aot  to  establish  an  Ezecative  department  of  War;  sad 
also  the  duplicate  of  an  Act  for  settling  the  aoooonta  between  the 
United  States  and  Individual  States.   . 
With  the  highest  respect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your 

£zceUonc/s  most  obedient 

and  most  humble  Servant^ 

THOMAS  MIFFLLV, 
JDireetedj 

His  Excellency,  The  President  of  the  United  States. 


HiLABT  Bakib  to  Ssor't  Biddle — Tayxrn  LiOENOI8|  1789. 

Fhilad'a,  20th  August,  1789. 
Sir,  ^ 

In  obedience  to  the  Request  of  the  Honorable  Supreme  Ezeeatite 
Council,  I  herewith  transmit  a  List  of  the  Inn  and  Tavemkeepen, 
in  Philadelphia  County.f  I  have  to  apologise  for  not  furnishing  this 
List  before  now.  The  former  Order  happened  to  be  aoddenttUj 
put  among  some  other  Papers  and  laid  by ;  by  which  meaofl  it 
escaped  my  memory.  I  hope,  however,  it  is  now  timely  enoogk 
to  answer  the  intended  Purpose. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

very  respectfully,  Sir, 

your  most  obedient  servant, 

HILABT  BAEEB. 
Dtreetedf 
Hon'ble  Charles  Biddle,  Esq'r. 


♦  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol  XVL  p.  188, 
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PftiB.  BIirriJN  TO  Pbxs.  WASHiNcrroNi  1789. 

In  Gounoily 

Philadelphia,  Auguit  26th,  1789. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  you  to  be  laid  before  the 
Oen'I  Assembly  a  letter  from  His  Ex'y.,  the  P.  of  the  U.  S.,  of 
Aug.  24th,  with  an  Aot  of  the  Congress  of  the  Unit.  States,  passed 
Alls.  20th,  1789,  entitled  '<  An  Aot  providing  for  the  Expenses 
*'  whioh  may  attend  Negotiations  or  Treaties  with  the  Indian  Tribes, 
<<  and  the  appointment  of  Commissioners  for  managing  the  same."* 
I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

With  great  Bespect,  year 

most  obedient  and 

most  humble  Servt., 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Directedy 

Honorable   Richard    Peters,  Esq'r,  Speaker    of  the    Qenoral 
Assembly. 


Retobn  or  THB  Sd.  Battalion  Militia,  or  Cumberland 
Co.,  1789. 

Return  of  the  Captains  and  Subalterns  of  the  8d  Battallion 
Militia  of  Cumberland  County,  commanded  by  Lieut.  Col,  Rober  t 
Cnlberteon,  Esq'r. 

r  Captn.  Robt.  Quigley, 
1st.  Co.  -<  Lieut.  James  McClane, 
(^  Ensign  Joseph  Shannon. 

('  Captain  Samuel  Finton, 
2nd.  Co.  •<  Lieut.  James  Bogal, 

(  Ensign  William  Marshall 

C  Captain  John  McOuffin, 
Sd.  Co.  I  Lieut.  William  Willson, 
(Ensign  Wm.  Worth. 

r  Captain  Alex.  Peoples, 

4th.  Co.  <  Lieut.  Robert  Caldwell, 

I   (  Ensign  James  McCawl. 

»  See  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XVL,  pp.  141,  \4a. 
26* 
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C  Captain  James  Brown, 
5th.  Co.  •<  Lioat.  John  McCnrdy, 

(^  Ensign  Thomas  Johnstone. 

(  Captain  John  Campble, 
6tli.  Co.  <  Lient  Conrmd  Beemer, 

(^  Ensign  Jacob  Millison. 

(  Captain  Robert  Losk, 
7th.  Co.  <  Lient.  James  Stnart, 

(^  Ensign  Brioe  John  Stanet 

r  Captain  Samnel  Barr^ 
8th.  Co.  i  Lieut.  David  Simral, 

(_  Ensign  James  Sharp. 

Agreeably  to  return  made  to  me  by  Lient.  GoL  Bobert  Col- 
bertsoUy 

GEO.  GIBSON. 
4th  June^  1789. 

Sir, 

Be  pleased  to  forward   the  Commissions  for  the  Oaptaios  & 
Subalterns  of  the  3d  Batt'n  Militia  of  CumVd  Co.,  agreeably  to 
the  enclosed  list,  which  I  received  this  day  fram  Col.  Culbertson. 
I  have  the  hoaor  to  be,  with 

the  greatest  respect,  Sir, 

your  most  obedt.  Servt., 

GEO.  GIBSON. 
4th  June,  1789. 

(Copy.) 
Directed^ 
Honble  Charles  Biddle^  Esq. 


Georoi  Gibson  to  Sio'y  Biddle,  1789. 

Carlisle  21st  Ang't.  1789. 
Sir,  -  *^ 

I  beg  yon  will  please  to  forward  the  Gommis's]  ainded  to  in  the 
above  Sy  first  conveyance. 

I  am^  with  the  greatest  Esteem, 

Sir,  Yonr  Humble  servant, 

GEO.  GIBSON.* 
Directed, 

Honblo  Charles  Biddle,  Esq. 
Indorsed, 

Read  in  Council  Sept'r4th,  and  Corn's  to  issue,  Corn's  dated  Mi; 
1st,  1789,  made  out  and  ex'd. 
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Dahixl  HnuTXRy  Jb.^  to  Pres.  Mhvlen,  1789. 

New  York^  Ang.  28th,  1789. 
Sir, 

Yesterday  Mr.  Soott  brought  on  the  Subject  of  a  permanent  seat 
of  GoTernmenty  he  moved  a  resolation  the  substance  of  which  with 
the  debates  on  it^  is  contained  in  the  enclosed  paper — We  had  a 
crowded  Ghdlery,  but  the  people  here  were  much  alarmed,  they  ex- 
pected it  would  end  in  the  previous  question,  that  was  not  called 
for,  and  there  was  but  21  votes  for  postponing  of  it,  28  voted  to 
make  it  the  Order  of  the  day.  The  bill  for  regulating  the  coasting 
trade  will  be  finished  very  shortly  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to 
ifci  were  agreed  to  in  our  House  yesterday. 
I  am  with  the  Highest  Esteem 

\   your  Ezcellency'B  Humble  Servant 

DANL.  HIESTER,  Jr. 
Directed, 
His  Ezcellencyi  Thomas  Mifflin  Esquire,  Philadelphia. 


Error  in  Warrants  to  Oirman  Lxttheran  CoNORsaAnoN, 
Philadelphia,  1789. 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Mifflin  Esq.,  President,  and  the  Supreme 
Executive  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

I  beg  leave  to  lay  before  you  ten  Warrants  for  Lands  in  the  new 
purchase  which  were  applied  for  by  Samuel  Maclay  Esq.,  in  behalf 
of  the  Corporation  of  the  Ministers,  Vestryman,  &  Wardens  of  the 
German  Lutheran  Congregation  in  &  near  the  City  of  Philadelphia 
pursuant  to  an  Act  of  Assembly  passed  the  14tb,  Day  of  February 
last.  Which  Warrants  Mr.  McCIay,  being  desirous  of  having  with 
him  brought  a  Law  to  the  office  (before  the  Laws  were  printed  of 
last  Session)  which  apponrs  to  be  One  published  for  Consideration 
for  granting  a  Quantity  of  Land  to  the  Ministers,  Elders,  &  Deacons 
of  the  German  Reformed  Congregation  by  which  means  those  War- 
rants were  erroneously  issued  that  Law  not  beinff  yet  passed — I  hum- 
bly request  the  Direction  of  your  Hon'ble  Board  either  for  cancelliug 
the  said  Warrants  &  issuing  new  Warrants  or  for  making  such  alter- 
ations in  the  same  or  in  such  other  mode  for  the  rectifying  the  said 
Error  as  may  be  judged  best. 

I  am  your  most  obed't  hble.  Servt. 

DAVID  KENNEDY. 

Sept.  3rd,  n^d. 
Indorsed — Representation  of  Gen.  Kennedy,  Secy,  of  the  Land  office. 

*  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XVL,  p.  \V^. 
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Copy  of  Pboosbdings  at  Lanoabtib,  oir  ofxnino  Coxiwiai 
Falls,  1789. 

LaneasteTi  September  Sib  1789. 
Sir, 

At  a  late  Meeting  of  a  number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Bofoof^  it 
the  Court  House,  The  removal  of  the  Obstroctions  in  the  axm 
Susqnehannah,  was  particularly  taken  into  Consideration.    Thi 

greatest  difficulty  in  the  navisation  of  that  River  arises  from  the 
onewaga  Falls.  It  appeared  by  the  report  of  six  Gentlemen  who 
had  been  appointed  to  view  those  Falls,  that  the  same  might  beeoB- 
veniently  cleared  so  as  to  effect  a  good  navigation  for  boats  of  Burtha 
up  and  down  the  River  as  low  as  Wrights  Ferry.  The  advantsgai 
resulting  to  the  Community  at  Large  and  more  immediately  to  the 
Back  Country,  from  facilitating  the  Transportation  of  Frodooe 
and  Merchandize  of  all  kinds  by  water,  are  too  evident  to  need  anj 
enumeration ;  it  was  therefore  resolved  by  the  Meeting,  that  a  Sab- 
scription  should  immediately  be  opened,  and  that  the  Monies  ariiing 
therefrom  should  be  paid  into  the  Hands  of  such  Persons  as  maj 
hereafter  be  appointed  for  that  purpose ;  Permit  us  to  solicit  joar 
Co-operation  in  this  Work,  if  the  measure  strikes  your  Judgment  in 
the  same  light  with  ourselves ;  it  appeared  to  us  an  object  of  Mig- 
nitude  and  Public  utility.  We  have  no  difficulty  in  believing  that 
Considerable  sums  of  Money  will  be  chearfully  subscribed,  as  well 
in  Philadelphia  as  in  many  other  Pkrts  of  the  Country  for  the  Im- 
provement of  the  Navigation  of  Susquehanna  as  far  as  Wrighti 
Ferry.  The  Lesser  Falls  as  Berrys,  Hunters,  &c.,  might  be  ol^ra 
at  an  inconsiderable  ezpence. 

The  first  step  to  be  pursued  is  the  fixing  on  men  of  Integrity 
and  activity  to  collect  Subscriptions  in'different  Parts  of  the  Country. 
On  this  Head  we  must  beg  your  Sentiments  and  those  of  yoar 
Neighbourhood  who  are  desirous  of  Promoting  this  UudertakiD^. 
The  appointment  of  proper  Characters  to  superintend  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  Momey  collected  is  of  Considerable  consequence,  a  pro- 
per system  must  be  adopted,  formed  on  full  reflection  and  a  nee 
Communication  of  opinions,  aided  by  the  advice  of  persons  intelligent 
in  Matters  of  this  Nature.  To  begin  right  is  the  most  probable 
Mode  of  insuring  success  to  the  undertaking.  We  would  Uierefore 
Venture  to  propose  in  the  first  Instance  that  a  conference  should  be 
held,  to  meet  at  the  House  of  Mr.  Arch'd  McAllister  in  Paxtoo 
Township,  Dauphin  County,  to  meet  Persons  appointed  from  thif 
Borough,  on  Monday,  the  19tb  Day  of  October  next,  at  9  o'clock  in 
the  morning.  You  are  particularly  requested  to  attend  on  that 
Day,  that  this  important  Subject  may  fully  be  deliberated  on. 

It  is  at  the  same  time  our  opinion  and  request,  that  you  Bhonld 
call  a  Meeting  in  your  Neighbourhood  in  order  to  form  some  Ide* 
of  the  SubscripUona  we  mv^^  Via.^^  ^  tn^^v^  Va  «v^Qt    If  this  is  done 
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labia  us  to  Judge  from  all  qiiarten  up  the  Soaqnefaaiiiiay 
ftc.  How  much  the  amount  of  onr  Subacriptioiui  may  be 
i  we  may  depend  upon ;  it  is  also  our  Idea  that  the  raising 
f  by  subsoription  in  many  parts  of  the  Oonntry  will  be 
with  great  difficulty  as  Gash  is  so  very  scarce,  therefore  if 
srintion  is  opened  for  Money^  Wheat,  Inye,  Indian  Com  & 
ind  care  taken  to  have  duly  Collected  what  may  be  sub- 
md  be  delivered  in  Proper  Stores  to  receive  the  same,  it 
Ul  so  hard  on  the  people  at  Large,  and  the^  will  subscribe 
«  Cheerfulness  and  liberality,  When  there  is  a  quantity  of 
Collected  worth  sending  down  the  River  the  same  may  be 
1  to  such  Persons  as  shall  be  hereafter  appointed  to  receive 
,  and  be  disposed  of  to  the  best  advantage,  and  the  monies 
■om  such  sales  be  paid  into  the  Hands  of  the  Treasurer  who 
appointed  at  our  general  meeting, 
nth  much  respect  we  are 

Sir,  your  most  obedient  and 

very  Humble  Servants, 
Seb.  Graff,  John  HuUey, 

Jacob  Krugh,  Paul  Zantdnger, 

John  Miller,  Adam  Beigart 

Jasper  Yeates, 


letters  sent  to  the  following  gentlemen  for  the  purpose  of 
ig  the  Conewago  Falls,  &o.,  m  the  river  of  Susquehanna 
Committee  of  Correspondence  chosen  for  .that  Purpose,  at 
ing  held  in  the  Borough  of  Lancaster,  August  ITth^  1789. 

Lancaster  County. 
'rSsoude,  JHempfield  Township. 

tram  Oolbreath,         '\ 

K^r  Lowry,  Esq ,        >  Donegal  Township. 

Q  Haldemao,  j 

Dauphin  County. 

\k*i  McAlister,  Pazton  Township. 

tin  Weaver,  Esq.,         Upper  Paxton  Do. 

Northumbibland  County. 


Q  White,  Esqr.,  \  Maghanoy, 

I'l  Wiser,  Eaqr,  J         Do. 


eio 
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Anthony  Seelji  Esqr., 
Simon  Snyder,  Esqr., 
Robert  Barber, 
And'w  Stronb, 
And'w  Gregg, 
Albright  Swinefort, 

Charles  Smith,  Esqr., 
Martin  Withington,  Eaqr., 
Ghri8fnOettiff,E8qr.y 
Wm.  Wibop,  Eaqr., 

Isaiah  Huns,         ') 

Maj'r  Boyd,  V  Of  the  Town  of  Northumberland. 

James  Hepburn,    ) 

Gen'l  James  Potter,  1  m.K/»«;«« 

Wm.  Montgomery,  Esq.,     J  Mahonmg. 

Sam'l  McOlay,  Esqr., 


Allof  Penns  &  Middle  Creek  Yall 


Of  the  Town  of  Snnbeny. 


Wm.  Irwine,  Eeqr., 
Walter  Clark,  Esqr., 
John  Lytle, 
Robert  Robb,  Esqr., 
Rob't  Fleming,  Esqr.i 
Evan  Evans,  Esqr., 


I  Of  Bu£folo  Township. 

Of  White  Deer  Township. 
Of  Turbet  Do. 

Of  Muncey  Do. 

Of  Bald  Eagle       Do. 
Of  Wyoming         Do. 


On  the  Riyeb  of  Juniatta. 


John  Harris,  Esqr., 
Thomas  Wilson, 
John  Steward,  Esqr., 
Wm.  Brown,  Esqr., 
John  Oliver,  Esqr., 
Geo.  Patterson, 
David  Bole,  Esqr., 
David  Miller, 
Genl.  Watt, 


In  Fermaugh  Townsbip. 
In  Tusoarora  Valley. 

Do.        Do. 
Kishecacolas  Valley. 
In  Derry  Township. 
In  Fermanaugh     Do. 
In  Greenwood       Do. 
At  the  Ferry  at  Fermanaugli. 
In  Rye  Township. 


HuNTiNOTON  County. 


Benj'n  Elliot,  Esqr., 
David  McMuttry, 
John  Cannon  Esqr., 
Robert  Galbreath,  Esqr., 
David  Steward,  Esqr., 
William  Pbillips, 
Capt.  Jno.  HoWiday^ 


V  In  the  Town  of  Huntingdon. 

Near  Huntingdon. 
Shirly  Township. 
Tyrone         Do. 
Woodbury    Do. 
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ai 


Between  Carlisle  &  Susq'Ai  Gumb'd  C!ountt. 


And'w  Galbreath 
Maj'r  Alex'r  Parker, 
James  R.  Reed,  Esqr., 

Wm.  Cbambera,  Esqr., 

Robt  Whitebill,  Esqr., 
Adam  Weaver 


Oft  Conedegainet. 
Do. 
Do. 

Near  Carlisle, 
I  Near  Yellow  Britobes. 


Pres.  Washimqton  to  Pbes.  Mutun,  1789. 

United  States,  September  7tb,  1789. 
lir, 

I  do  myself  tbe  boDor  to  transmit  to  joar  Bzoellency  an  Act  to 
Mmblisb  tbe  Treasury  Department — An  Aot  for  registering  and  olear- 
ig  Vessels,  regalating  tbe  coasting  trade,  and  for  otber  purposes — 
lid  likewise  the  doplicate  of  a  resolution  of  Congress  for  carrying 
ito  effect  a  survey  directed  to  be  made  by  an  act  of  tbe  late  Congress 
"-mod  requesting  tbe  President  of  tbe  United  States  to  appoint  a 
^per  person  to  complete  tbe  same. 
I  bave  tbe  bonor  to  be, 

witb  due  consideration  your 

Excellency's  most  obed't  Servant 


G«.  WASHINGTON. 


Erected, 
fiis  Excellency  Tbomas  Mifflin. 


lUPERVISOES  OP  SOUTHWARK — PHILADELPHIA — REGULATION  OP 

Water  Courses,  1789. 

To  His  Excellency  tbe  President  and  tbe  Supreme  Executive 
Oouncil  of  tbe  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

Tbe  cequest  of  tbe  Supervisors  of  tbe  district  of  Soutbwark  Hum- 
bly Sbewetb. 

Tbat  a  Regulation  of  tbe  desent  of  tbe  water  Courses,  And  bounds 
)f  tbe  Streets,  lanes,  and  alleys  of  tbe  same  are  become  bigbly 
!(eedful  for  tbe  furtber  improvements  of  tbe  said  district. 

We  tberefore  pray  to  bave  the  use  of  one  of  the  drafts  of  sd.  dis- 

♦  See  Col.  Bee,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  \M. 
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triot  made  by  Mr.  Hilb  (at  the  cost  of  ad.  district)  and  the  lone  d 
the  State  Le?elling  Inatrmneat  for  the  pnrpoaes  afioreaaid.  Wbioh 
if  mnted  frill  be  Gratefully  acknowledged  and  pertioalar  care  ftafaa 
of  by 

Your  Hon'ra  Humble  Servants 

SAM'L.  CHURCH, 
WILL'M  MaMDLLIN, 
JOHN  COKNISH. 
Seventh  of  Septr.  1789. 


Andbiw  Eluoott  to  Pbeb.  MinuN— EriI|  1789. 

Philadelphia,  Sept.  11th,  1789. 
Sir, 

In  executing  the  Survey  to  be  made  on  Lake  Erie,  I  shall  stand 
in  need  of  two  Surveying  Instruments,  and  a  small  Quadrant,  the 
propertv  of  this  Commonwealth :  If  they  should  not  be  otherwiM 
eu^ed,  I  shall  esteem  it  a  particular  favour  to  have  the  loan  of 
them,  on  the  above  occasion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  Excellenc/s  Hb'l  Servt., 

ANDREW  ELUCOTT.f 
Directed f  i 

To  His  Excellency,  The  President,  of  the  Supreme  Exeoutive 
Council,  Peunsylvania. 


RlBOLUTION  OF  CONGRESS — SUPPORT  OF  PUBLIC  CbXDIT,  1789. 

In  the  House  of  Representives  of  the  United  States. 

Monday  the  2l8t  of  September,  1789. 

The  House  proceeded  to  cousider  the  report  which  lay  on  tba 
table  from  the  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  and 
petition  of  the  public  Creditors  of  Pennsylvania :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  that  this  House  Consider  an  adequate  provision  for  tiM 
support  of  the  public  credit,  as  a  matter  of  high  importance  to  tbe 
national  honor  and  prosperity. 

Resolved,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed  to 

»  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  164. 
\  Bea  Col.  ^Uwi„\oVlL^V,^A^\, 
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prepare  a  plan  for  that  purpose;  and  to  report  the  same  to  thb  House 
at  its  next  meeting. 

Extract  from  the  Journal. 

WILLIAM  LAMBEBT,  for 
JOHN  BECKLEY,* 

Clert 


BXSOLUTION  OF  GONGBXSS — PXTBLIO  DXBTB  OT  StATX8|   1789. 

In  the  House  of  Bepresentatives  of  the  United  States. 

Monday,  the  2l8t  of  September,  1789. 

Ordered,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed  to  apply 
to  the  Supreme  Executives  of  the  several  States,  fof  statements  of 
their  public  debts ;  of  the  funds  provided  for  the  payment  in  whole, 
or  in  part  of  the  principal  and  interest  thereof,  and  of  the  amount 
of  the  Loan  Office  Certificates,  or  other  public  securities  of  the 
Unitdd  States,  in  the  State  Treasurys  respectively :  and  that  he 
report  to  the  House  such  of  the  said  documents  as  he  may  obtainj 
al  the  next  Session  of  Congress. 

Extract  from  the  Journal. 

WILLIAM  LAMBEBT,  for 
JOHN  BECKLEY, 

Clerk. 


Petition  op  University  of  Pxnnstlyania  ton  usi  or 
State  House  Bxll,  1789. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Bepresentatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assembly. 

The  Petition  of  the  Faculty  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania, 
humbly  sheweth. 

That  the  students  of  the  University  now  meet,  for  their  Instruc- 
tUHi,  in  the  Philosopbical  Hall,  near  the  State-House,  where  the 
Institution  is  not  yet  provided  with  a  Bell  for  Collecting  them 
together  at  the  stated  hours  of  their  Studies.  That  it  would  greatly 
promote  |the  important  designs  of  that  Seminary,  which  owes  its 
erection  to  the  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania,  and  enable  us  better  to 
answer  the  public  expectation,  in  the  Begularity,  Order,  &  punc- 

»  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  Iftl. 
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tualit^  of  the  Student's  attendaooe  and  coDseqiiently  in  their  pro- 
gress in  Useful  Literature,  to  be  allowed  the  liberty  of  ringing  the 
State  House  Bell,  at  eight  o'dook,  A.  M.,  in  the  summer,  &  at  nioe 
in  the  Winter,  and  at  two  in  the  afternoon  in  both  ;  which  We 
apprehend  will  not  interfere  with  the  usual  Hours  of  its  Ringing 
for  the  meeting  of  the  Assembly. 

That  in  the  Recess  of  the  Assembly,  we  had  applied  to  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council,  who  cheerfully  granted  us  this  privilege  until 
you  should  meet,  and  either  revoke  or  continue  the  same. 

We  therefore  humbly  request  your  Honorable  HousCy  that  yoa 
would  be  pleased  to  continue  the  grant  of  this  Privilege,  whieh  we 
find  to  be  so  highly  advantageous  and  necessary  for  the  Benefit  of 
the  Institution }  and,  as  we  apprehend,  in  no  manner  prejudicial  to 
the  Public  Business;  and  your  Petitioners^  as  in  Duty  bound,  shall 
ever  pray,  &a 

Signed  in  the  name  of  the  Faculty,  by 

JOHN  BWINQ.* 

September  18th^  1789. 

University  of  Pennsylvania. 
Indor$edj 

Read  in  Council,  September  25th,  1789 ;  and  permission  granted 
to  ring  the  State  house  Bell  after  the  present  SossiooB  of  Assembly 
closes. 


Resolution  of  Assembly  in  favour  of  University,  1789. 

State  of  Pennsylvania^  In  Greneral  Assembly, 

Wednesday,  September  23,  1789,  A.  M. 

The  petition  of  the  Faculty  of  the  University  of  Pei^nsylvaoia, 
read  September  19,  was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  that  it  be  transmitted  to  the  Supreme  Ezecutiva  GoQDcil 
to  take  order  thereon. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

J.  SHALLUS, 
Asst  Clk. 
*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XVL,  pp.  98,  170. 
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Pbes.  Wabhinqton  to  Pbks.  KiwrLnsf,  1789. 

Uaited  States  Sept.  2lBt,  1789. 

Iiave  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  An  Act  for  estab- 
.Dg  the  Salaries  of  the  Ezecative  Officers  of  Government,  with 
r  assistants  and  Clerks — An  Act  to  provide  for  the  safe-keeping 
be  Acts,  Records  and  Seal  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other 
loses — and  An  Act  to  suspend  part  of  an  Act  entitled  '<  An  Act 
igulate  the  collection  of  the  duties  imposed  by  Law  on  the  Ton- 
i  of  Ships  and  Vessels,  and  on  Goods,  Wares,  and  Merohandisea 
nrted  into  the  United  States,"  and  for  other  purposes. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  due  consideration  your 

Excellency's  most  Obed't  Servant 

G«.  WASHINGTON. 
eciedf 
[is  Excellency  Thomas  Mifflin. 


Andrew  Ellioott  to  Pees.  Mifflin — Erie,  1789. 

Philadelphia  Sept.  22nd,  1789. 

B  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  by  its  purchase  of  the  United  States, 
Tract  of  Country  Ijing  on  the  South  side  of  Lake  Erie,  has  be- 
B  interested  in  the  Execution  of  the  survey,  so  far  as  it  relates  to 
Quantity  of  Land,  I  would  therefore  just  suggest  the  Idea  of 
i  person  being  authorized  to  attend  on  behalf  of  the  State. — I 
1  leave  this  City  about  the  lost  of  this  week,  and  proceed  to  Niag- 
n  order  to  execute  my  commission  on  behalf  of  the  United  States. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be  your 

Excelleoy's  Ilumble  Servant 

ANDREW  ELLICOTT. 
icUdf 
IB  Excellency  Thomas  Mifflin  Esq., 

»  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  167. 
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Pbes.  Miftun  to  Pees.  Washikoton,  1789. 


In  GouDcil, 

Philadelphia,  September  28rd,  1789, 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  aoknowledging  the  receipt  of  jonr  Exoelleney'i 
letter  of  the  2lBt,  instant  inclosing  the  Acts  of  Gongreas  under  men- 
tioned viz. 

An  Act  for  Establishing  the  Salaries  of  the  Executive  officen  of 
Government,  with  their  assistants  and  Clerks — An  Act  to  provide 
for  the  Safe  keeping  of  the  Acts,  Records,  and  Seal  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  other  purposes — And  An  Act  to  suspend  part  of  An 
Act  entitled  <<  An  Act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  the  duties  imposed 
by  Law  on  the  Tonnage  of  Ships  and  Vessels  and  on  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandizes  imported  into  the  United  States/'  and  for  other 
purposes. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the,  &c., 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 


Besolution  of  Conqbxss — Amendments  to  Constitution. 

1789. 

Congress''of  the  United  States. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives, 

Thursday,  the  24th  of  September,  1789. 
Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  in  Coneress  assembled,  that  the  Presideiit 
of  the  United  States  be  requested  to  transmit  to  the  Executives  of 
the  several  States*  which  have  ratified  the  Constitution,  copies  of  the 
Amendments  proposed  by  Congress  to  be  added  thereto ;  and  Uke 
Copies  to  the  JSzecutives  of  the  States  of  Rhode  Island  and  North 
Carolina. 

Attest,  JOHN  BECKLBT^  Clerk. 


United  States  of  America. 

In  Senate,  September  the  26th,  1789. 
Resolved,  that  the  Senate  do  concur  in  the  Resolution. 

Attest,  SAM.  A.  OTIS,  Seo'y. 
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;T  or  GOMBfiTTSB  ON  RKPAIBS  OW  HUD  ISLAND,   1789. 

ommittee  appointed  to  report  the  beet  mode  of  repairing  the 
f  Mod  Island,  Report,  That  thej  have  caused  an  aoourate 
f  the  said  Banks  to  be  made,  upon  which  tbej  have  Esti- 
le  Expences  of  repairing  the  same,  agreeable  to  the  most 
:  method  now  used — that  is,  to  face  the  most  exposed  parts 
tok  with  good  stone,  and  rabe  them  so  high  as  to  be  aoove 
or  fresh  that  may  reasonably  be  expected.  The  draft  and 
m  herewith  submitted.  Tour  Committee  would  also  observe, 
f  have  conferred  with  a  Committee  of  the  Legislature,  who 
opimon  that  it  will  be  difficult  to  raise  the  money  requisite 
the  expence  of  repairing  the  banks  of  said  Island,  and  that 
probably  be  best  to  let  them  remain  as  they  are  for  the 


I  of  the  probable  expenoe  of  Compleatly  repairing  the  whole 
»  Banks  of  Mud  Island,  exclusive  of  that  part  already 
ed. 

the  S.  E.  Angle  of  the  fort  to  the  Brick  Chimney, 
rches ;  so  far  as  this  it  is  proposed  to  face  with 
bich,  allowing  6  perch  of  stone  to  one  perch  of 
U  am't  to  830  perches  @  6«.  .  .  £99  00 

g  of  830  perches  of  stone,  Is.  Sd,        .  .  27  10 

>erches  of  mud,  that  is  3  perches  of  mud  to  one 

Bank,  including  all  expences,  @  15«.  .  128  15 

-a  perch  of  mud  is  4  feet  in  height,  6  feet  wide, 

fbet  in  length. 

the  Bnck  Chimney  to  the  N.  W.  Comer  of  the 

1 118  perches.  It  is  supposed  that  two  perch  of 
every  perch  of  Bank  will  put  this  in  sufficient  re- 
hout  stone ;  therefore  236  perch  of  mud  @  15s  is    177  00 

the  N.  W.  Corner  of  the  Bank  to  the  S.  W.  Angle 
brt,  is  108  perch.  As  a  great  part  of  this  Bank 
» want  but  little  repair,  it  is  supposed  half  a  perch  of 
a  perch  of  bank  will  be  sufficient.  This  will 
to  54  perches  of  mud  @  15s.  .  •  42  00 

£469  05 
IP  perch  for  mud,  is  meant  to  include  the  expence  of  an 

rt  of  the  Committee  on  Mad  Iilmd— letA  Se^Vx.  'ife,"^^. 
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Pbtition  or  Robert  LoLUERy  1789. 

To  his  fizoellenoy  the  President,  and  the  Honorable  the  Memhen 
of  the  Sopreme  Ezecntiye   Gonndl  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania. 
Gentlemen : 

As  it  is  Customarj  for  the  Convenienoy  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
several  Counties  within  this  State  to  grant  a  Commission  of  tht 
Pleas  to  the  Resistor  of  Wills  and  Recorder  of  Deeds  in  eaoh  Coantj, 
I  take  this  method  of  Soliciting  your  Honors  to  grant  me  a  Coa- 
mbsion  of  the  pleas  for  the  County  of  Montgomery,  to  enable  me  to 
transact  the  business  appertaining  to  the  said  offices  in  the  ssme 
manner  as  is  Customary  m  the  other  Counties  in  this  State ;  And 
should  your  Honorable  Board  see  fit  to  Comply  with  my  requMt^  mj 
best  endeavours  shall  be  exerted  to  act  worthy  of  such  appointment* 
I  remain,  Gentlemen, 

your  most  obedient,  Humble  Servt., 
ROBERT  LOLLER, 
Regr.  &  Recorder  for  Montgomery  County. 
Septem'r.  25th,  1789. 


Opinion  of  W.  Bradford,  Jr. — Hsalth  Officer's  Feb 

1789. 

September  26, 1789. 
Sir, 

Having  considered  the  several  acts  relative  to  the  fees  payable  to 
the  Health  Officer,  1  am  of  opinion.  That  under  the  act  preventiDg 
poor  and  impotent  persons  being  brought  into  this  State,  he  is  enti- 
tled to  the  sum  of  nine  pence,  head  money,  for  every  passeoger 
arriving  in  this  port  in  any  Vessel;  and  is  also,  by  virtue  of  a  aab- 
sequent  act,  to  receive  the  further  sum  of  6(/.  on  the  same  accoant, 
for  the  Use  of  the  Hospital.  But  his  fee  of  twenty  shillings,  for 
visiting  a  Vessel  and  discharging  the  duties  prescribed  by  the  act  for 
preventing  infectious  diseases,  (and  which  is  properly  the  hetUh 
officer's  tee)  1  apprehend  is  payable  only  by  vessels  of  the  three 
following  descriptions,  vis. :  Ist,  Those  whioh,  at  the  time  of  their 
departure  for  this  port,  had  on  board  more  than  forty  passengers  or 
servants.  2d,  Those  which  have  on  board  any  person  with  an  infec- 
tious disease.  3d,  Those  which  come  from  any  sickly  port  or  place. 
Vessels  of  these  descriptions  alone  are  the  objects  of  the  last  men- 
tioned act,  &  arc  alone  liable  to  be  charged  for  the  visits  of  the 
health  officer.     Other  vessels  are  liable  only  to  'the  head  monej 
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0  mentioned  in  case  they  have  any  passenger  or  passengen  on 
L  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Yonr  most  Obed.  serv., 

W.  BRADFORD,  Jan.* 

Hib.  G.  Ross,  Esq. 


TENANT  or  LUZSBNI   Go.  TO  N.   DiNISON — HlUTIA  LaWS 

1789. 

Wilksbarre,  September  28th,  1789. 
Sir, 

ivonld  by  this  inform  Gonncil  how  the  late  aot  made  with  respeot 
le  Militia  opperates  in  this  County. — ^This  law  appointing  the 
missioners  ot  the  County  a  Board  of  appeals,  seems  not  to  answer 
Taluable  effect. — The  officers  of  the  respective  Companies  with 
ttnality  and  attention,  under  oath  make  their  Returns  of  the 
Dquents.  The  Commissioners  not  under  the  same  Obligation  grant 
f  to  whom  they  please. — Enclosed  is  a  Certificate  of  the  Commis- 
\n  declaring  if  the  law  thus  opperates,  few  or  no  men  will  stand 
le  ranks. — There  are  a  number  in  the  enclosed  list  who  answered 
leir  names  on  the  last  review  day,  after  which,  immediately  left 
ield,  their  officers  returned  them  as  delinquents. — Upon  an  appeal 
Uommissioners  excused  them  (one  of  the  Commissioners  being 
le  same  situation)  A  number  of  others  in  the  list  never  applied 
e  Commissioners  either  by  themselves  or  Attorney,  and  a  number 
;bers  to  whom  Certificates  are  given  were  returned  as  Delinquent 
3view  days,  which  occurred  long  before  the  czistance  of  the  Com- 
ioners  as  a  board  of  appeals. — The  Commissioners  wish  light  on 
subject. — If  they  have  proceeded  according  to  the  meaning  and 
Qtion  of  the  Legislature. — I  think  the  law  in  its  opperation  will 
be  so  advantageous  in  keeping  up  good  regulations  among  tbe 
tia  as  might  be  wished. 

oolosed  also  is  the  return  of  Company  Officers  elected  for  the 
Company,  in  Communicating  the  Substance  of  this  to  Council, 
ther  with  return,  you  will  oblige. 

I  am  Sir,  your  most  Obedient 

and  very  humble  Servant 

ZEBN.  BUTLER. 

'.  B.  Company  Returns  not  Ready — as  I  Expected. 

Z.  BUTLER. 
9cUdf 
he  Honorable  Nathan  Dcnison  Esq.,  In  Council,  Philadelphia. 

See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XVI.,  pp.  188,  142, 147,  \h\,  \^^,  Vl^>V\\A'^'^ 
374. 
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We  the  Sabeeribers  aooordiog  to  the  power  la  ub  Tested  do  benbj 
excuse  &  discharge  the  following  persons  from  all  fines  inonrred  beion 
this  day,  for  not  attending  aooording  to  law  on  training  or  master 
days  viz. 


Robert  Falkner, 

Josiah  Kellogg, 

Ira&Eii  Manyil, 

Stephen  Dodd, 

Thomas  Aliington; 

Edward  Walker, 

Samuel  Bennety 

Aaron  Perkins, 

Elisha  Mattison, 

John  Coon, 

Israel  Underwood, 

Elisha  Harveyi 

John  Leonard, 

Baml&John  Allen, 

Nathan  Parish, 

Doct.  Charles  W.  Adams,  (one 

fine  only.) 
Samuel  Hover, 
Ebenezer  Parish, 
Jacob  Scott, 


Philemon  Bidlack, 

John  Lamfier, 

Benjamin  Rasery 

David  Boys, 

Henry  Tuttle, 

Joseph  Tyler, 

Isaac  Underwood, 

Daniel  Pierce, 

Asahel  Fish,  '    • 

Josiah  Kellogg, 

Thomas  &  Jonathan  Stephen^ 

Thomas  Tabbs, 

Samael  Ives, 

John  BiggeloW| 

Jason  Horton, 

WUliam  Horlbat, 

John  Wort, 

James  Landon, 

Isaac  Parker, 

Elijah  Harris. 


Witness  our  hands  this  25  day  of  June  A.  D.  1789. 

CHRISTOPHER  HURLBUT.  1    ^        .   . 
SAML.  ALLIN.  J   CommMsionen. 


Reoommendation  of  John  Adlum  to  examine  Susqusellnnah 
RiVEE,  1789. 

We  the  Subscribers  believe  the  bearer,  John  Adlom  to  be  a 
person  well  qualified  to  execute  the  business  of  a  Commissioner  for 
examining  the  Navigation  of  the  River  Susquehanah,  and  therefore 
beg  leave  to  recommend  him  to  his  Excellency  the  President,  and 
the  Hon'ble  the  members  of  The  Supreme  Executive  Council  for 
that  appointment  under  the  late  Act  of  Qeneral  Assembly. 

JNO.  NICHOFiSON, 
BENJ'N  RUSH, 
WM.  MACLAY, 
THOS.  HARTLEY, 
As  a  person  I  believe  to  be  well  qualified  for  the  service  aboft- 
mentioned,  the  said  John  Adlum  is  recommended  by 

HENRY  DRINKER, 
RICHARD  WELLS.* 

♦  See  Col.  'Rwj.^VoV  7LNV,y^.  Vi^.V^'^A'^V 
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IPAKMSNT    TO   PbU.  HnVUN— DSHNOl  OV  WUTBIN 

TsaBixoRTi  1789. 
War  Office  of  the  United  SUtei,  Ootober  6th,  1789. 

Breoted  by  the  President  of  the  United  Stttee  to  truumit 
■sQelleney  the  eocloeed  extrtet  of  a  Law  enacted  by  the 
on  the  29th  day  of  September  last }  and  I  am  farther 
Sir,  to  inform  yoa  that  the  atate  of  intelligence  from  the 
Ims  rendered  it  expedient  for  the  Preddont  of  the  United 
7  instruct  proyisionally  the  Ooyemor  of  the  Western 
r,  to  call  forth  the  Militia  of  the  nearest  Counties  for  the 
n  of  the  frontier  inhabitento,  from  the  hostile  incursions 
Indians,  limiting  the  Militia  to  b^  so  called  forth  to  one 
I  from  Virginia  and  five  hundred  from  Pennsylvania, 
lid  Militia  while  in  actual  service  are  to  receive  the  same 
rations  as  the  troops  of  the  United  States,  provided  that  no 
for  pay  be  admitted  as  valid,  unless  the  Militia  ahall  be 
I  by  an  officer  of  the  said  troops,  to  be  appointed  by  the 
ding  officer  thereof. 

xpMted  the  Militia  will  be  armed  and  accoutreJl  at  their 
enoe,  but  to  be  furnished  with  ammunition  if  necessary  by 
«dStotes. 
Excellency  will  make  such  use  of  this  information  as  yoa 

^  proper,  in  order  to  facilitate  such  orders  as  the  Governor 
stern  Territory  may  find  it  necessary  to  issue. 
.  have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  great  Kespect, 

Your  fixcellenc/s  most 

Obed't  Humble  Servant, 

H.  KNOX,* 
Secretary  for  the  department  of  War.  ' 

I 

ixcellency,  Thomas  Mifflin,  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


doi  B,n  Act  to  recognize  and  adapt  to  the  Constitution  of 
»d  Stetes  the  establishment  of  the  troops  raised  under  the 
of  the  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled,  and  for  other 
I  thenin  mentioned,  passed  the  29th  Septemb'r,  1789. 
bion  5th.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  for  the  purpose  of 
ig  the  inhabitants  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States  from 

♦  Bee  Col  Beo.,  7oL  XVL,  pp.  188, 18^. 
t  XI.— 27 
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the  hostile  inonrsioiis  of  the  lodiaDSy  The  President  is  herebf 
anthoriiecl  to  call  into  servioe  from  time  to  time,  ivoh  {wit  of  lb 
Militia  of  the  States  respeetively  M  he  may  judge  neoeseary  for  tin 
purpose  aforesaidi  and  that  their  pay  and  sabsistenoe  while  in  serrioe 
be  the  same  as  the  pay  and  snbsistenoe  of  the  troops  aboTemis- 
tioned." 

<<Seotion  6th.  And  be  it  farther  enaoted,That  this  Aeft  aUI 
oontinne,  and  be  in  force  until  the  end  of  the  next  sessioB  of  Got* 
gressi  and  no  longer.'^ 

A  true  Copy. 

H.  KNOX. 


Comm'as  to  Examine  Biyeb  Delawarb— to  Pabb.  Minui 

1789. 

To  the  Supretne  Ezeontive  Couneil,  of  the  Commonwealth- of  Ptoa- 

sylvania. 

The  Commissioners  appointed  to  review  the  Rifer  Delaware,  hamg 
in  this  servioe  to  pass  a  great  distaooe  beyond  where  inhabitaaU  in 
settled  near  the  Riyer,  capable  of  affording  them  any  assistance,  an 
under  a  necessity  of  requesting  that  Council  will  please  to  order  difl 
Commissary  of  Military  stores,  to  supply  them  with  the  foUowing 
articles,  which  the  Commissioners  conceive  will  be  highly  neoesnry 
at  this  advanced  season  of  the  year. 

A  Horseman's  tent  &  1  smaller  tent, 

A  boat  cover  for  provisions, 

6  Blankets  for  the  Boatmen, 

3  Camp  Kettles, 

8  l^n  Cups  &  2  Mugs, 

1  Frying-pan, 

2  Axes,  1  Hatchet,  2  Gimblets  &  81b  of  nails, 
Cord  for  luhiog, 

2  Muskets, 

41b  of  Gunpowder, 

81b  of  Lead, 

81b  Shot, 

Tinderbox,  Flints  &  Steel,  &  2  Valices. 

And  they  request  that  Council  will  be  pleased  to  advanee  them 
the  sum  of  ninety  pounds. 

T.  MATLACK, 
RBADTNO  HOWELL, 
W.  DEAN*     ^• 

Philadelphia,  Ootob'r  6,  1789. 


vmatamvjosm  Miaajxt»,2imi       on 


lAtfibv  JPOB  Alt  Island  XR>  AtiT.nnrtyr  ftvai»  1789. 
r  ,  ;     :  Pittsbnrgh,  October  ISth^  1789. 


:  a  Petition  to  OouBeil  before  I  bft  the  (fity  bk  JUy 
IB  Wm.  Owes  %  poor  mea  vlio  Kvee  oai  mo  leUbd  in  ftW 
f  Bifer  about  dO  miles-  from  Ais  plsee^  who;hai  OMde  eoft«- 
»  inprovementey  and  deeirsB  the  Gonnlensaoe  of  Oenneil  m 

ijarsferaoee  granted  btm  in  the  pnrokase 

wvi  partkalarly  oblige  me,  in  infDmiog  the  fimi'  good  ooii 
yii  Ooonoilhas  done  any  respeeting  thu  petition,  or  iune 
NMition  in  the  sale  of  it,  as  this  Poor  maa 'depends  en  me  t6. 
Itti  in  getting  this  information^  I  shdl  thaik  -yea  for  yonlr 
■.'    ■ 

Wilktns^  EaqV,  the  member  for  this  Oonnty  wiU  aiUsI  ia 
\  it  forward  if  nothing  is  yet  done  in  it    - 
I  remain  I^r  SiT; 

your  moet  ham.  Serv't, 

WM.  iURNBUil.: 

^^"  ■^•-    ^    ■^■-■-  ■ 

ames  Trimble,  Esquire,  Assistant  Seeietary  tO'  tionneil^ 
phia. 


jf  Sellers  to  Pres.  Mifflin — Resignation,  1T89. 

PhUad^Ocfr  17th,  1789.^^ 

sd  Friends, 

ngit  impossible  to  attend  the  business  to- whkh  yea  iiive 
me  with  an  appointmeoty  in  your  Commission  for  examining 
irs  of  Schuylkill,  &o.,  I  beg  leave  to  resign  it  to  some  other 

c 

.   I  em  with  the  greatest  respect 

your  assured  friend, 

JOHi?  SELLERS, 
lon'ble  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylv'a. 
l^:  ■        .-.:  i 

m  Bon'ble  George  Ross,  Bsq'r,  Viee-President  ol  the  Statei 
syivania. 

iglNd»  and  B.  BittenlioQBe  appelated  in  his  plaee.    CoL  ILe^^  ¥«L. 
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jAicn  Bbhow  to  Bio'Y  Bidhui— Lroxmsi  1789. 

'    Pitteburgb,  October  19th,  1789. 
Sir, 

On  ibe  twelfth  of  Angnst  last  I  reeeived  nn  order  of  Oooneil  dairi 
Jane  26th9  reqahring  me  to  tnmemife  to  your  offioe  %  ooireet  liit  if 
all  TaTem-keepera  within  thh  Oonnty.  As  the  TaTem-keepa 
within  thia  Ckmnty  had  taken  their  Lioenoe  in  the  Conntiai  if 
Westmoreland  and  Waahington  before  this  was  ereetedi  nod  thm 
Lioenees  were  not  then  Expired ;  I  Poatponed  aending  the  Bit 
nntill  after  oar  September  Seaaionsi  when  the  Applioationa  withia 
this  County  were  made.  I  enclose  the  lists  of  all  who  hare  beaa 
Becommended  by  this  Court  I  shall  be  much  obliged  to  you  to  trsa^ 
mit  me  by  post  or  by  the  Gentleman  who  carries  this,  fifteen  lioen- 
ees aa  I  ean  get  no  money  for  Lioenees  until  they  are  actually  giTen 
— If  there  are  fees  to  be  paid  in  your  Offioe  on  ^ving  the  Lioenees, 
I'll  thank  you  to  send  a  bill  with  thenii  and  I  will  remit  the  monej 
Immediately. 

I  doubt  there  will  be  very  dull  sale  for  Marriage  Lioenees  in  thii 
County,  as  no  spplication  has  ever  been  made  to  me  for  any — If  joa 
thiuk  proper  to  send  half  a  Dozen  of  them^  I  will  dispose  of  them  if 
there  should  be  any  demand. 
I  haye  the  honor  to  be 

with  the  greatest  Respect 

your  Obedient  Servant, 

JAMES  BRISON. 
JDireetedf 

To  the  Hon'ble  Charles  Biddle,  Esquire,  Secretary  to  Couadl 
Philadelphia. 

Hon.  by     *) 
Hr.  Wilkins.  | 


War  Office  to  Pres.  Mifflin — ^Pensions,  1789. 

War  Office  of  the  United  States,  October  10, 1789. 
Sir, 

I  am  directed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  reqndt 
that  your  Excellency  would  be  pleased  to  order  an  exact  list  to  be 
made  out,  agreeably  to  the  form  herein  enclosed  and  transmitted 
immediately  to  this  Offioe,  of  all  the  military  Invalids  to  whom  pen- 
sions have  been  granted  and  paid  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  ia 
puzvoance  of  the  reaolNea  oi  iV^YiitA  ^^*^gM»  tsi  Um  United  Statei. 
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M  to  be  obofBrred  that  no  listi  ha?e  been  reodved  tt  this  oiBoe 
le  Invalida  reaiding  in  the  itate  of  FtonsylvaDia  uDoe  the  one 
1  Jaly  5th,  1786.  The  liet  now  reqneeted  is  indiipennblv  ne- 
ry  in  order  to  make  an  arrangement  for  the  payment  of  the 
lida  in  Mareh  next^  agreeably  to  the  information  published  in  the 

Epera. 
re  also  to  request  that  yonr  Excelleney  would  be  pleased  to 
4  r  return  to  be  made  out  of  the  officers,  widows,  or  Orphans 
ly)  who  have  reoeived  from  the  State  of  F^nsylvania  the  seven 
I  half  pay  stipulated  by  the  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  24th  of 
ist,  1780. — This  return  to  state  the  rank,  and  time  of  the  officers 
I,  the  amount  of  the  annual  pension  paid  to  the  widows  or  Or- 
Bj  and  the  years  for  which  it  has  been  paid. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

your  Excellency's  most 

obedient,  Humble  Servant 

H.  KNOX^  Seey.  at  War. 


le  form  of  Return  of  Invalid  Pennonen  in  the  State  of  ** 

npanying  this  letter  exhibits  the  Rank — age 

irps   and   by   whom  commanded — militia — State— eontmental 

s  or  vessels — ^names — by  whom  commanded 

luse  of  disability — when  disabled — where  disabled — Residence 

wn — county 

>  whom  commission  was  returned*^ 

'hen  pension  commenced 

'hen   pension  ceased — ^Died — Struck  off  the  list  and  reasons, 

ranee  per  month — 

mount  paid — 

ate  time  to  which  the  pension  has  been  paid  off— ^ 

lie  President  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 


MsxTiNa  OF  Counties  fob  iMPBOYiNa  Susquxhanna 
RiVBE,  1789. 

Paxton  Township, 

Dauphin  County,  the  19th  October,  1789. 
t  a  meeting  of  a  number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Counties  of 
r,  York,  Cnmberhind,  NorthnmberUnd|  Dauphin^  HuBr 

*  See  Col  Rae.,  V«L,  XVL  p.  ^00. 


1126  .  PBNNSTLYANIA  ABCHITBS   1789. 

fchigddB  and  Mifflin,  at  the  Honae  of  Mr.  Arohibald  M'Calliitar,  ii 
Pazton  Townahip  afpreaaid,  in  purauance  of  %  oircalmr  letter  iiki 
at  Lancaster,  the  5th  day  of  September  last.* 

Preaent,  from  Lancaster  County. 

Jasper  Yeates^  £sq.|  Joseph  Simons, 

Paul  ZantziBger,  Bartnim  Galbreath| 

Alexander  Lowiji  Samuel  Boj^, 

Sebastian  Orafi^  Samuel  Wright^ 
JaoobKmg. 

.  From  York  County. 
James  Ewing,  Esq.;  Miohad  Sfanpaon. 

From  Cumberland  County. 

James  B.  Beidi  Eaq.|  Alexander  Parker,  Esq., 

George  Gibson,  Esq.,  Andrew  Galbreath. 

From  Northumberland  County. 

Charlea  Smith|  Esq.,  Aaron  Levy, 

Josiah  Hains,  Anthony  Seelen, 

Abraham  Soott,  Frederick  Antea, 

William  Wilsonj  Esq.,  Andrew  Stroube. 

From  Huntingdon  County. 
John  Brattan. 

From  Mifflin  County. 

William  Brown,  Esq.,  John  Oliver. 

JAMES  EWING,  Esq.,  being  unantnunuty 
afjpoinUd  Chairman; 

On  motion  Resolved,  That  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the 
interests  of  the  Community  at  large,  That  the  Navigation  of  the 
River  Susquehanna,  as  far  South  as  Wrieht's  Ferry  and  of  Juniati| 
and  of  the  other  various  Streams  running  into  the  aatd  Riven, 
which  are  capable  of  being  made  navigable,  should  be  effected  with- 
out delay. 

On  motion  Resolved  unanimously,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this 
Meeting,  that  Subscriptions  should  be  forthwith  raised  and  collected 
for  the  purpose  of  oleartng  the  Navigation  of  the  Biver  Sasqne- 
hanna,  aa  far  South  aa  Wright's  Feny,  Juniata  and  the  Streaai 
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foresaid,  and  that  ibe  Monieii  Merohandize/&o.,  aobsoribed,  shall 
m  appropriated  as  herein  after  directed. 

Besolyed  unanimously,  That  the  following  Gentlemen  be  requested 
ad  im  powered  to  raise  Subsoriptions  in  .their  several  Counties,  for 
he  purposes  aforesaid,  and  to  use  their  utmost  influence  therein,  and 
ATe  those  different  Subscriptions  collected  as  soon  as  possible. 

For  the  County  of  Mifflin. 

James  Harris,  William  Brown, 

Oeorge'  Wilson,  Andrew  Oregg, 

John  Oliver,  James  Potter,  jnn. 

For  the  County  of  Huntingdon. 

John  Canon,  Robert  Riddle, 

John  Brattan,  George  Ashman, 

Andrew  Henderson,  William  Philips. 

For  the  County  of  Dauphin. 

Martin  Weaver,  Esq.,  Archibald  M'Callister, 

Col.  Murray,  Jacob  Cook,  Esq. 

For  Northumberland  County. 

John  Boyd,  Simon  Snider, 

Josiah  Hains,  Charles  Smith. 

For  the  County  of  Cumberland. 

William  Barr,  George  Gibson, 

James  Laugblin,  William  Starret, 

Alexander  Parker,  George  Smiley, 

Stephen  Duncan,  James  R.  Reed, 

William  Chambers,  Major  James  Smith, 

John  Walker,  John  M'Kcehen. 


Jacob  Hoover. 


For  the  County  of  York. 


Henry  Miller,  David  Grier, 

Michael  Hahn,  Michael  Simpson. 

For  the  County  of  Laneaster. 

Jasper  Testes,  Sebastian  Graff, 

John  Hubley,  Jacob  Krug, 

Paul  Zantziuger,  John  MiHer. 
Adam  Reigart, 
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For  iht  City  of  Philadelphia. 
Reuben  Huna. 

For  Donogall  ft  Hempfield. 

John  Haldmani  Samuel  Wright, 

Thomaa  Boude. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Sab- 
Boribers  in  produoe,  ftc.^  to  deposit  and  store  forthwith  the  artieles 
of  merchandize  by  them  respeotiyely  subscribed  with  the  IbUowiDg 
persons  in  their  soTeral  Counties,  yia : 

In  Mifflin  County. 

John  Carmichael,  in  Wayne  Township, 
Samuel  Colliday's  mill      -    -    do. 

William  Ellicott, Henry  Bemtheiseli  Deny  Townahipi 

John  Harris — Fermanagh  Township, 
Thomas  Wilson — Milford  Township^ 
George  Rez — ^Fermanagh  Township. 

In  Huntingdon  County. 

Benjamin  Ellioott — Huntingdon, 

George  Ashman — Bedford-fumaoe, 

James  Sommenriile's  mill — Shirley  Township. 

In  the  County  of  Northumberland. 

Boyd  and  Wilson — ^in  Northumberland-Tows^ 
Seclen  and  Snyder — in  Penns.  Township, 

Charles  Smith, John  Black,  (Sunbury.) 

Josiah  and  William  Hughes — Catawissa, 
Samuel  Wallis — Munsey, 
Tentzer  and  Darr — Darrs-Town, 
William  Montgomerv— Mahoning-Township, 
Simon  Earholrs  mill. 

In  Cumberland  County. 

William  Barr — Shippensburg, 

James  M'Lauffhlin's  mill — ^Middleton-Township, 

Francis  Silvers  mill — ^East  Pennsborough-Township^ 

William  Kelso,        -        -        -        do. 

George  Gibson's  mill — Shearman's-Valley, 

William  Starrots — Juniata, 

James  Smith's  mill — ^Tellow  Breeches. 

In  Lancaster  County. 
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B6M»Iv«d|  thai  there  ahall  be  »  Treaenrar  appoiniedy  in  aid  of 
whom  theve  ehall  be  a  peraon  appointed  in  eaoh  Gonnty  who  ahall 
reoeiTO  the  moniesi  and  direct  the  aale  of  Merohandiaei  Ac,  and 
who  ahall  from  time  to  time  pay  snoh  monies  into  the  hands  of  the 
Treaanrer  aa  aoon  aa  the  aama  ahall  amount  to  the  som  of  fifteen 
ponnda. 

Whereupon  Jaoob  Crag  was  unanimously  choaen  Treaaorer,  and 
the  following  Oentlemen  were  appointed  for  the  purpose  aforesaid, 
in  the  several  Counties  following. 

James  Harris— for  the  County  of  Mifflin. 
Andrew  Henderson — for  the  County  of  Huntinsdoni 
Archibald  M'Callister-*for  the  County  of  Dauphini 
John  Boyd — for  the  County  of  Northumberland, 
James  B.  Beed — for  CumMrland  County, 
Heniy  Miller — ^for  Tork  County. 

Besolred,  That  five  persons  be  appointed  CommissionerSi  and  that 
they  or  any  three  of  them  do  appropriate  the  money  to  be  colleoted 
by  the  Subscriptions  aforesaid,  and  superintend  the  remoying  the 
obstructions  in  the  Riyer  aforesaid,  and  the  yarious  Streams  runniiu; 
into  the  same,  t  draw  on  the  Treasurer  from  time  to  time  for  such 
monies  as  may  be  necessary,  for  carrying  this  undertaking  into 
execution. 

Whereupon  the  following  GFentlomen  were  unanimously  appointed^ 
yiz.: 

Frederick  Antis — of  Northumberland  County, 

John  Brattan— of  Huntingdon  County,  on  Juniata, 

Andrew  Oalbreath — of  Cumberland  Couuty, 

SebasUan  OrafiF John  Haldeman,  (of  Lancaster  County.) 

By  Order  of  the  Meeting, 

JAMES  BWINa.* 


John  Adlum  to  Pbeb.  Mitfun,  1789. 

His  Ezoellency  the  President,  k  the  Hon'ble  the  Supreme  Ezecu- 

tiye  Council. 

Being  by  your  Honorable  Board  yested  with  an  appointment  of 
Commissioner  (in  Company  with  Benjamin  Bittenhouse,  Esar.if)  to 
examine  tiie  Biyer  Schuylkill  &  make  report,  &c.,  agreeably  to  an 
late  Act  of  Assembly,  and  desirous  of  proceeding  immediate^  to 
the  business,  I  take  the  liberty  of  requesting  that  you  would  bo 

*  From  printed  handbilL 

t  Appointed  in  plaoe  of  John  8eller8--See  p.  628.   Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XYI.^ 

27* 
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pleased  to  grant  me  the  Snm  of  thixtj  pounds  for  tbe  porpoaa  of 
defraying  Contingent  expencesi  and  yonr  Hon'ble  Board  wOl  therriy 
Confer  a  farther  oUigation  on^  Gentlemen^ 
Your  most  obedient  & 

Very  Humble  Senrant,- 

JOHN  ADLUM. 
October  2l8t,  1789. 


BeCOMMENDATION   of    T.   PiOKERINO  as   SURVJCTOa  GSN'lr-^3l 
DEATH  OF  J.  LUKENS,   1789. 

To  His  Excellency  the  President^  and  the  honorable  tbe  Supreme 
Executive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 
Finding  that  the  Office  of  Surveyor  General  of  this  Common- 
wealth hath  become  vacant  by  the  Death  of  John  Lukena^  Esquire,  we 
take  the  Liberty  of  expressing  an  earnest  wish  that  it  may  be  filled 
by  a  person  of  abilities^  Integrity,  and  Attention  to  Bosincsa. 

The  great  Care  that  has  been  taken  in  all  former  appointments 
to  this  office,  and  the  various  and  important  Duties  of  it,  as  well  aa 
the  high  Trust  to  be  reposed  in  him  who  shall  be  called  to  fill  it, 
clearly  show  the  necessity  of  these  Qualities  being  united  in  him 
who  shall  be  entrusted  with  it ;  and  believing  Timothy  Pickeringi 
Esquire,  to  possess  them  in  an  eminent  deffree,  we  oeg  leave  to 
recommend  him  as  a  Gentlemen  well  qualified  in  all  respects  to  be 
appointed  to  it. 

Eichard  Peters,  Tench  Franciti 

Fred.  A.  Muhlenberg^  Samuel  Powel| 

W.  Rawle,  Tho's  MoKean, 

J,  Ingersoll,  Thos.  Fitisimoofly 

James  Wilson,  Wm.  Lewis, 

Geo.  Clymer,  Edwd.  Shippen, 

Thos.  Willing,  Robt.  Morris. 

Philadelphia,  Octo  26th,  1789. 


Beoommsndations  of  D.  Bbodhead  as  Suryetob  OXIIIBAL- 

1789. 

To  His  Excellency  the  President,  and  the  honorable  tho  Supreme 

Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 
Gentlemen : 

The  Office  of  Surveyor  General  being  vacant  by  the  death  of  John 
Lukens,  Esquire,  and  wishing  that  important  Office  should  be  filled 

*8ee  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XYl.,l?^AVi^^<J»— iR\iwi\i.^tQaheadwaa  appoinHd 


PmrNBTLVAKI]!  JUtOmVBS  I7M. 


on 


.by  ft  Plmdn  mitable  and  able  to  osemita  the  dotiea  oif  it^  Wa  Imi 
-lasfe  toreoommand  DaDiol  Brodbaad,  Btqaira,  as  a  geDtlemaa  weJ 
iynliftad,  and  whoae  appoiatment  will  give  general  salisfeotioir. 

I  have  recommended  Colo.  Timothy  Pickering- aa  a  Oenileaan 
qualifled-ib  axeonte  the  above  office,  and  from  the  personal  knowledge 
if  have  lone  had  of  General  Brodhead,  cannot  refrain  from  declaring 
that  I  think  him  also  qaalified  for  the  same. 

THO.  MeKSAN. 


Wm.  White :  who  wishes  his 
signing  to  be  understood  as 
not  intended  to  oppose  the  Pre- 
tensions of  other  qualified 
Gentlemen. 

Peter  Bayntoui 

Fran's  Gurnej, 

Fred'k  A.  Muhlenberg, 


John  Wilcocksy 
D.  Lenozy 
John  F.  Mifflin, 
Bich'd  Baobc, 
Geo.  Hughes, 
Thomas  H.  Moore, 
James  Biddle. 


To  His  Ezoellepov  The  President,  the  Honorable  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent, nnd  the  Honorable  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Whereas  the  Office  of  Surveyor  General  is  become  Yaoanft  by  the 
Death  of  John  Lukens,  Esqr.,  and  it  being  of  general  Importance 
that  the  same  should  bo  filled  by  a  Gentleman  of  Capacity  and 
undoubted  Integrity — We,  the  Subscribers,  being  fully  persuaded 
that  General  Daniel  Brodhead  is  a  suitable  Person,  and  that  his 
appointment  thereto  would  give  genertl  BatisfiMtion,  we  take  the 
Liberty  to  recommend  him  accordingly. 

Philadelphia/ Ootober  81st,  17«9. 


Philip  Wager, 
Andw.  Eppte, 
John  Baker, 
Leonard  Jacoby, 
Frederick  Kuhl, 
Geo.  Habaeker, 
Geo.  Biokham, 
Andrew  Geyer, 
George  Honey,  Junr., 
Henry  Epple, 
Joseph  Snowden, 
John  Butter, 
Sam'l  Morris, 
Jas.  Abercrombie, 
Hark  Willooz, 
Rob.  M'Knighti 


Henry  Toland, 
Rioh'd  Fullerton, 
Wm.  Heysham, 
Chrifltian  Febiger, 
John  Steinmota, 
Wm.  Hall, 
Jacob  Lawerawyler, 
Willm.  Wister, 
Bich'd  Footman, 
James  Oldden, 
John  Oldden, 
Wm.  Poyntell, 
BenJ.  Pcnington, 
Jos.  Ooperthwait^   * 
Jas;  Bryson, 
James  Glentworth. 


«8S 
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From  the  knowledge  I  hare  of  the  ChAraeter  of  Genonl  Brodheeii 
I  hare  reaion  to  believe  that  he  ia  qualified  for  the  oflb»  of  8w- 
yeyor  Qea'l  for  this  State,  now  Taeant^  ft  beg  leave  to  reoonmaad 
him  aooordiogly. 

JOS.  B.  M'KKAN. 


Lawrence  Seckel; 
Peter  Kuhn, 
Lewis  Fanner, 
Geo.  Meade, 
Wm.  Sheaff, 
Honry  SheaJ^, 
Jno.  Sbee, 
John  Chaloner, 
Wm.  Gray, 
Amos  WickerBham, 
John  Melbert, 
John  Helm, 
Wm.  VoD  Phul, 
Jacob  Morgan,  jr., 
Danl.  Williams, 
Wm.  Colladay, 
John  Souder, 
ChriBtn.  Baker, 
Thomas  Barton, 


John  Kidd, 
Alex.  Fnllerton, 
Jacob  Schreiner, 
Jno.  Patten, 
Jn.  Vanghan, 
Mag's  Miller, 
Clement  Biddle, 
John  Taylor, 
John  Duffield, 
Hugh  Lennox, 
Will  Adoock, 
Geo.  Aston, 
Thomas  Forrest, 
James  Ash, 
Renben  Haines, 
Reynold  Keen, 
Henry  Kammerer, 
Thomas  Potts  * 


Dr.  Thos.  Ruston  to  Pais.  Mivflin — bbat  m  Counon.,  1789. 

Philadelphia,  Ocf  r  26th,  1789. 

Sir, 

The  Electors  of  the  Ooanty  of  Chester  haviog,  by  their  almost 
unanimous  suffrages,  done  me  the  honor  of  returning  me  as  their 
representative  in  the  Supreme  Executive  Counoil  of  this  Commoo- 
wealth,  I  request  the  favor  of  knowing  whether  I  may  be  permitted 
to  taie  a  seat  at  yonr  honorable  board,  agreeably  to  their  wishes. 
Their  Reasons  for  proceeding  to  this  election  I  oonoeive  to  be 
these. 

Ist.  Because  every  County,  according  to  the  Constitution  of  this 
Commonwealth,  has  a  right  to  one  Representative  in  ConnoD. 

21y.  Because  no  one  Councillor  has  a  right,  according  to  the 
Constitution,  to  represent  two,  or  more  than  one  County. 

Sly.  Beeause  bv  the  late  act  of  Assembly  for  divicUne  Chester 
Connty  into  two  Coanties;,  the  Councillor  that  had  before  been  elee- 

*  D.  Brodhead  was  appointed.  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XVI.,  pp.  206, 210, 
214,  216— his  depuUes. 
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ted  by  the  joint  saffrages  of  both  Oountiea,  is  in  fiiot  made  to  repre- 
MBt  the  new  County  of  Dehware,  beoanse  the  Eleeton  of  Uiat 
Ooanty  are  Expressly  finbid  to  Bkot  a  Oonndllor  till  the  expiration 
of  the  time  for  whioh  the  former  Goanoillor  had  been  elected,  and 
this  is  done  at  the  very  time  when  it  is  enacted.  "  That  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  said  Gonntv  of  Delaware  shall  at  all  times  hereafter 
enjoy  all  and  singular  the  jurisdictions,  powers,  righto,  liberties  and 
priTeleges  whatsoever,  whioh  the  inhabitunto  of  any  other  County  of 
this  Bute  do,  may  or  ousht  to  enjoy,  by  the  Constitution  and  Laws 
of  this  State,''  of  whidi,  that  of  having  a  Councillor  to  represent  them 
in  the  Supreme  Executive  Council,  they  conceive  to  be  a  very  im- 
portant one. 

4thly.  Another  reason  whioh  induces  them  to  think  that  the 
Couneillor  formerly  elected  for  Chester  Countv  ousht  not  to  be  con- 
sidered as  their  Couneillor,  at  present,  is,  that  his  property  and 
icsidenee  are  both  in  the  County  of  Delaware,  circumstances  which 
peonliarlv  fit  him  for  being  Councillor  for  that  County.  The  Elec- 
tors of  the  County  of  Chester,  influenced  by  this  consideration,  are 
strongly  desirous  of  having  a  Councillor  who  has  property  in  their 
own  County  sufficient  to  constitute  a  common  interest  with  them- 
selves. 

A  5th  Reason  that  has  operated  on  the  minds  of  the  Electors  of 
Chester  County  in  proceeding  te  this  Election  is  this.  That  in  the 
19th  Section  of  the  2d  chapter  of  the  Constitution  of  this  Common- 
wealth it  is  expressly  said  '*  that  all  vacancies  in  the  Council,  that 
may  happen,  by  death,  resignation  or  othertoUej  »haU  be  filled  up  at 
the  next  General  Election  for  Representatives  in  OenenJ  Assembly." 
The  County  of  Delaware  has  not  proceeded  to  fill  up  the  vacancy 
ocoassioned  by  the  division  of  the  County,  but  the  County  of  Chester, 
has.  All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  to  the  consideration  of 
your  honorable  board  by 

your  Excellencies  most  obd't 

and  very  humble  Serv'ty 

THO'S  RU8T0N.* 
Directed,  • 

To  His  Excellency  Tho's  Mifflin,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Supreme 
Exeentive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  201— where  CoL  Bioh'd  Willing  is  deemed 
already  in  possession  of  the  Seat 
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A3>DinONAL    iNSTBUOnONS    TO    GOBfMISSIONKaB    TO   ¥XKW  Soi- 
QUXHANNA  BlYJUl|   1789. 

In  Gonaeili 

Pbilad'a,  November  4di,  1789. 
QentlemeDy 

From  loformBtion  reoeiTed  by  Oonneil  sinoe  the  date  of  onr  Lel- 
ter  of  instniotion  to  yon,  wo  think  it  proper  to  give  yon  the  fbllov- 
ing  Direction  for  yoor  Immediate  Government  which  you  are  mot 
etriotly  to  observe. 

Year  are  to  confiDo  yourselves  to  the  Falls  and  Obstmotioa  of  tb 
River  Sofiquebannah  from  Wright's  Ferry  np  the  eaid  Biver  to 
inolade  the  head  of  MoKee's  half  falls— and  from  the  mouth  of  | 
the  Eiver  Juniata  np  the  said  Biver  to  Include  the  Head  of  i 
Anghwick  Falls — Connoil  are  loduoed  to  give  you  these  addittftm!  | 
InstruetioDs  from  the  necesaity  of  having  your  Report  of  the  pnbs-  | 
ble  Ezpenoes  of  RemoviDg  tlie  several  Oratrootions  and  Improviif  \ 
the  navigation  of  those  liivers  Between  those  distanoes  to  he  Ud 
before  the  General  Assembly  in  this  present  Session,* 
I  am  GentlemeDy  with  great  Respect, 

your  moat  obediont  and  most  humble  servauti 

G£ORGK  BOSS,  V.  P. 


Francis  HoPKiiisoNy  J.  A.,  on  Basmxy  or  Admieawt  Papus 

1789. 

Phihida.,  Nov.  6th,  1789. 
Sir, 

I  think  it  is  my  Duty  to  intimate  to  your  Ercelleiney  the  Propriety 
of  GouDcirs  taking  some  Order  respecting  the  Disposal  &  safe  keeping 
of  the  Records  of  the  hite  Court  of  admiralty  of  Pennsylvania  since 
tbe  RevolutioD.  They  are,  at  present  in  the  possession  of  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Read  the  late  Register  of  that  Court :  but  as  these  Beoords  maj 
be  of  future  Importanoe  in  many  Respects,  Connoil  will  probabljr 
think  it  proper  to  deposits'  them  in  some  suitable  public  place,  where 
References  to  them  may  be  had  with  more  Propriety  &  officnal  Be- 
sponsibility  Obtained  for  their  safe  keepiuff. 
I  have  the  Honour  to  be,  with  all 

due  Respect  your  Excellency's  most 
obedient  and  most  humble  Servant 

FRA8.  HOPKINSOX. 
Directed, 

His  Excellency  The  President  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Cooocil 
of  Pennsylvania. 
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BssoLtmoN  or  QmnoLAL  Asskmblt,  1789. 

State  of  PeniuivlTAnia  Id  Qeneral  A88em1)ly>  Friday,  November 
6|  1789,  A.  AL  On  motion  of  >Ir.  Lewis  ecoondedby  Mr.  Kennedy 
Ordered  that  Mr.  Ourneyj  Mr.  Lilly  and  Mr.  Kennedy  be  a  committee 
tDOonfor  with  Connoil  concerning  the  timoi  place  and  manner  of 
electing  a  President  and  Yice  President  of  the  Supreme  Executive 
Council.*  Extract  from  the  minutes 

PETER  Z.LLOYD. 
Clerk  of  the  General  Assembly 


BxsoLUTioNs  or  General  Ajssembly — Suit  of  Judges  against 
THE  Stami,  1789. 

State  of  Pennsylvania  In  Oenenl  Assembly,  Saturday  November 
7|  1789.  A.  M.  The  committee  appointed  November  5,  on  the  letter 
firom  William  Bradford  Esquire  attorney  General,  made  report  whioh 
vas  lead^  and  on  motion  and  by  special  order,  the  same  was  read  the 
second  time  and  adopted  as  follows  via. 

The  committee  on  the  letter  of  William  Bradfoid|  Esquire,  attorney 
General  of  the  state  hez  leave  to  report. 

That  the  issue  directed  by  the  resolve  of  the  late  House  of  Assembly 
of  the  twenty  second  day  of  September,  1789.  to  be  joined  in  the 
amicable  actions^  at  the  suit  of  the  several  Judges  of  the  Supremo 
Court  to  which  the  attorney  General  was  ordered  to  appear  on  behalf 
of  the  Commonwealth,  relating  only  to  the  depreciation  of  the  Bills 
of  credit  emitted  in  1785,  the  instructions  contained  in  the  said  re- 
solve appear  to  vour  committee  sufficiently  ample,  and  the  acts  and 
proceedings  of  this  House  being  of  a  public  nature  all  the  necessary 
doeaments  and  evidence  may  be  found  upon  consulting  the  minutes 
and  Volumes  of  laws.     They  therefore  submit  the  following  resolve. 

Resolved  that  the  resolution  of  the  late  House  of  Assembly  of  the 
twentyHBCCond  day  of  September  1789,  directing  the  attorney  General 
to  join  an  issue  whether  by  the  Constitution  law  or  equity  the  Com- 
monwealth is  bound  to  pay  the  salaries  severally  allowed  to  the 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  specie  or  the  value  thereof,  requires 
no  £rther  explanation  nor  has  the  House  any  further  instructions  or 
documents  to  Communicate. 

That  this  resolution  be  transmitted  to  the  Supreme  EEccntive 
Council  who  are  requested  to  conduct  the  trial  on  behalf  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, in  such  manner  as  shall  appear  to  them  most  conducive 
to  the  interest  and  honor  of  this  State. 

Extract  from  the  minutes 

PETER  Z.  LLOYD. 
Clerk  of  the  General  Assembly 

♦  See  CoL  Reo.,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  212,  for  order  of  procewion  on  Not.  11, 
when  Thos.  Mifflin  and  Qeo.  Ross  were  elected. 
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State  of  PentiBylTAiiia  In  Qenenl  Aawmblj,  Batorday  Norember 
7th,  1789,  A.  M— On  motion  of  Mr. Rawle  &  Mr.  CaraoDi  Ordered 

That  the  Committee  appointed  on  the  letter  from  the  attonej 
General  of  this  State  November  4th  instant,  be  a  committee  to  coder 
with  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  on  the  subject  of  the  report  on 
said  letter  adopted  this  forenoon,  and  thatiMr.  Vanx  be  added  to 
the  said  committee. 

Extract  from  the  minutes 

PEIER  Z.LLOYD. 
Clerk  of  the  General  Assembly. 
The  honorable,  The  Supreme  Executive  Council. 


B.  Pktbbs  to  Pbsh.  Mifflin,  1789. 

lOO'doek 

Dr.  Sir, 

The  House  have  a  Resolution  to  pass  relative  to  a  Triki  coming  on 
this  Morning  between  the  Judges  &the  State.  The  Atty.  Genl. 
seems  to  be  of  opinion  in  Fav'r  of  the  Judges  who  have  confined  their 
claims  to  the  Money  of  1785.  But  as  the  subject  is  thought  proper 
for  Discussion  a  Power  is  given  to  Council  to  conduct  the  Trial.  I 
presume  because  other  Counsellors  should  be  employed,  if  the  Atty. 
Gcnl.  should  not  think  it  cousistent  with  his  opinion  to  oppose  tho 
claim,  I  give  you  this  private  Information  that  you  may  prevul  on 
Council  to  sit  till  they  receive  the  Resolve  of  the  House  who  appeir 
to  have  no  other  wish  but  a  fair  Discussion. 

yrs.  affectly 

EL  PETERa* 

His  Ezcy  the  Pres^ent  or  Vice  President  of  the  State. 

Indorsed^ 

1789,  November  7th,  Resolution  of  assembly  Relative  to  the  Suit 
at  Law  between  the  J  udges  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  the  Common- 
wealth— leaving  it  discretionary  with  Council  to  conduct  the  action 
in  such  manner  as  they  may  think  proper. 

Read  in  Council  Nov.  7tb  1789^  and  Jared  lugersol  appointed  to 
assist  the  Atty.  Gcnl. 

♦  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XVI.,  p  215. 
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COM]|'B^    KA   9ZPLQBINP  SySQUSHAJINA    BXfER  TQ  PrSS. 

Mnmm,  1789. 
^"^^-'l^'^y^^U^I of  A. Bti^  of 

The  Bbort  flot?ce  of  cmf  appointment  and  tbfi  necessBry  Prepnir*- 
tiona  for  Level ing^  Exploring,  &o.,  he 9  taken  more  of  our  tiaiJB 
than  wo  expected;  wo  are  now  about  25  miles  np  Juniata  Hivor..; 
baa  we  hope  been  as  accurate  in  our  diferent  obscrvallons  aa  u 
Dec€83arj^  are  at  the  eamo  time  Borrj  that  it  will  not  be  lo  dur 
Power  this  sitting  of  the  eesBions,  to  make  a  Balis  factory  Drflught  df 
our  Proceedings,  the  uncierlaintY  of  the  weathcrj  &  shortness  of  the 
Days,  we  hope  will  appologize  (qt  our  nono^complyancej  but  agaiilist 
the  next  meeting  of  the  Assemblj,  wc  hope  to  be  ab!a  to  lay  oittp 
proceedings  before  them,  and  therefore  begs  of  the  Honorable 
Council  that  what  is  above  stated  may  be  a  sufficient  Excuse,  at  the 
wmfi:Mmm  beg  leeve  to  mentioii  tiitl  tlie  lemoreiog  the  obetmotioiis 
ii  the  MTigMon  of  thoee  Miigehle  wmteni  fille  the  minds  of  the 
pMfle  nith  the  greetett  Ibcpeetatioiu^  end  we  oan  with  the  greatest 
i«tlft^MMri^tiiifcii««)iu.slteii(ioiitatha^B^^  of  our 
VBolsn  WBtefs;  the  Qrefttest^peetatioiis  may  be  look'd  for  both 
to  theriipiip^thiihesfcTnliibilmlifcoBrm^trojMIs,  the  general 
~  ^^fM  lesr.  €piiiitij,  Ciiir  of  heidthy  People,  ft  no  market 
r^Jmonbe!    Tn'ond  or  two  veafODs  more,  .we  nope  that  those 

Jltep  fBl  M  ilnnoteiiwUeh  win  bo  •  gfmiMasiire  in 

g^WedtMlLltnas.  ■'■ 

Wairtoyottieteebwireii    • 
^,       .SiMlt'bbe&niftterf 

..  ''     r    Hnmble  Serwits, 

'.       '■  "  SAM'L  BOYD, 

BABTBBM  OAIASAITH. 
THOa  HULINQ .♦ 
MifflSn  Ooon^,  Sth  Nor'r,  1789. 

Bond  in  OooneOy  lat  time,  ISth  of  ^ovemberi  ltd9. 

,   .  His  Ezedenoy^  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esa'r,  President  of  the  Sute  of 
.ni^iqrlTaDia.  ,  , 

*8eSOoL  B«e.Vel.XVL,p.  i09  ^^' 
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Pbes.  Mifflin  to  Hknrt  Hale  GbahaM;  1789. 

Id  Coanoil,  Pbilftdelphia. 

Seciys  Office,  Nor.  9, 1789. 

In  the  belief  that  you  were  a  Justice  of  peace  for  the  Coantj  of 
Delaware,  Council  on  Saturday  last,  appointed  jon  President  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas,  of  the  Court  of  General  Quarter  Seasions 
of  the  Peace  and  Jail  Delivery,  and  of  the  Orphans'  Court. 

Upon  Examination  it  appears  that  you  are  not  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace  for  that  County,  and  of  course,  cannot  act  as  President  of  the 
Couft  of  Qr.  Sessions,  &  Orphans'  Court.  Council  have  rsToked 
the  Comm.  issued  on  Saturday,  and  have  ordered  a  Com.  Justice  of 
the  Court  of  Com.  Pleas  for  that. County  and  Com.  as  President  of 
that  Court  to  be  made  out  for  yon  which  Com.  I  enclose  and  am 
directed  to  request  you  will  send  the  Com.  issued  on  Saturday  list. 
I  am,  Sir,  your  very  humble  Servant, 

CHABIiES  BIDDLE,* 
Sec'iy. 


Elsction  of  Statb  Tbxabubeb,  Christian  Febiosb,  1789. 

State  of  Pennsylvania,  In  General  Assembly, 

Friday,  Nov.  IB,  1789,  A.  M. 

A^preeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  House  proceeded  to  the 
election  of  a  treasurer  of  this  State,  &  the  ballots  being  taken,  it 
appeared  that  Christian  Febiger,  Esquire,  was  duly  eloted. 
Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

PETER  Z.  LLOYD, 

Clerk  of  the  General  Assembly. 
Dtrectedf 
For  the  Honorable  the  Supreme  Ezccutivo  Council. 


A.  Hamilton,  Sec'y  or  Tbeasubt,  to  Pres.  Mifflin,  1789. 

Treasury  Department,  November  21st,  1789. 
Sir, 

Not  having  received  any  acknowledgement  of  my  Letter  of  the 
26th  of  Septr.,  transmitting  the  Copies  of  two  resolutions  of  the 
house  of  Representatives  of  the  21st  of  the  same  month ;  and  cod- 
cciving  the  information  which  relates  to  the  debts  of  Uie  sevenl 
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States,  and  tho  piibKo  seoarities  of  (he  union  in  (heir  TVeaanriesy  to 
be  an  objeot  of  a  verj  important  nature,  I  haye  the  honor  to  inoloae 
doplioatos  ol  mv  letter  and  of  the  reaolutiona  acoompanying  it. 

I  pan  onlj  ado,  that  as  the  period  fixed  tot  the  ne^t  xmeeting  of  Con- 
gress is  hastening  on,  if  any  thing  can  be  done  to  aooeleiate  tl^e 
tnnafBiasion  of  the  information  deuredi  it  will  greatly  promote  tho 
pabtio  setvioe. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Tour  Ezoellenoy's  Obt.,  humble  serrt.! 

A.  HAMILTON, 

Sec'y  of  the  Treasury. 

•fik  ISzeelleney  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esqr.,  President  of  the  state  of 
Pennsylyania. 


Dupl. 
(Circular.) 

Treasury  Department, 
Septr.  26th,  1789. 
Sir, 

In  pbedienoe  to  an  order  of  the  house  of  Bepresentatiyea  of  the 
Slat  instant,  (Copy  of  whioh  I  haye  the  honor  to  inclose)  it  becomes 
my  duty  to  request  your  Excellency  to  procure  and  transmit  to  this 
Office  tbe  Documents  and  information  therein  required. 

As  the  next  Sessions  of  the  Legislature  will  be  on  the  first  Mon- 
day of  January  ensuing,  it  is  greaHy  to  be  wished  that  the  whole  of 
the  aboye  statements  may  be  forwarded  to  this  Office  before  that 
day ;  particularly  tho  Statement  of  the  Loan  Office  Certificates,  qr 
other  public  Securities  of  the  United  States  which  may  be  in  the 
Treasury  of  your  State. 

This  last  Statement  is  immediately  necessary  to  enable  me  to  pre- 
pare with  the  requisite  accuracy  the  plan  referred  to  in  other  reso- 
lutions of  the  House  of  the  same  date  with  those  aboye  mentioned, 
a  Copy  of  which  is  likewise  enclosed  for  your  information. 

It  would  be  adyisable  to  transmit,  at  tho  same  time,  as  accurate  a 
statement  as  can  be  made  of  the  Interest  (if  any)  which  the  State 
may  have  paid  on  the  eyidences  of  the  public  Debt  aboyu  mentioned. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  Excellency's  most  Obed.,  hum.  seryt, 
A.  HAMILTON, 
Seo'y  of  the  Treasury. 

Hie  Bxeellency  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esqr.,  Pcesideni^  l\^^^\a^  ^\ 
Pfsn^^Wia*  .    ^ 
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In  the  HoQfle  of  BepreaeDtatives  of  the  United  Stetas. 

Monday,  the  2l8t  Septr.,  1789. 
The  Honae  proceeded  to  conaider  the  Report  which  lay  on  dn 
Tahle,  from  the  Committee  to  whom  waa  referred  the  Hamorial  and 
Petition  of  the  pnhlio  Greditora  of  Pennsylvania, 

Whereupon  Reaolved,  that  this  Honae  consider  an  adeqaaie  pro- 
vision for  the  public  Credit  as  a  matter  of  high  importance  to  the 
National  honor  and  prosperity, 

Besolvedy  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed  to 
prepare  a  plan  for  that  purpose,  and  to  Report  the  same  to  thii 
House  at  its  next  meeting. 

Extract  from  the  Journal, 

JOHN  BECKLBT,  Cleik. 
(Copy.) 

Compared  with  the  Original  in  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  tU 
Treasury. 

WM.  DUER,  Aaa't  Sec'y. 


In  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States. 

Monday,  the  2l8t  Septr.,  1789. 
Ordered,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed  to  apply 
to  the  Supreme  Executives  of  the  several  States  for  Statements  of 
their  public  Debts ;  of  the  funds  provided  for  the  payment,  in  whole 
or  in  part,  of  the  principal  and  Interest  thereof;  and  of  the  AmovBt 
of  Loan  Office  Certificates,  or  other  public  Securities  of  the  Uuted 
States  in  the  State  Treasuries  respectively ;  and  that  he  Report  to 
the  House  such  of  the  said  documents  as  he  may  obtun  at  the  next 
Session  of  Congress. 

Extract  from  the  Journal, 

JOHN  BECEXBT,  Clerk. 
(Copy.) 

•   Compared  with  the  Original  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury. 

WM.  DUER,  Asa't  Sec'y. 


D.  Bbodhead,  S.  0.,  TO  Pbxs.  Muflin,  1789. 

Surveyor  General's  Office,  Nov'r  23rd,  1789. 
Sir, 

Havioe  been  applied  to  for  a  renewal  of  Commisuon  of  Mesacun 

Presley  Neville  &  Matthew  Richey  Deputy  Surveyors  of  a  District 

Jate  part  of  Waahing^n  Qoniii^  (^t^  ichtroof  has  since  been  erected 

into  a  aeparate  Count]  cia1\^  kW&^gM.xii^^^'Qsii&ft^Vl^aBi^  t^ 
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Road  leading  from  Fort  Bard  to  the  Town  of  WashinfftOD,  late  Cat- 
Fiah  oamp  mm  thenoe  to  the  nearest  head  waters  of  Snffiiloe  Greek 
theneedown  the  said  Creek  to  the  line  of  the  State,  thenoe  along  the 
sanie  to  the  Biyer  OhiO|  thenoe  up  the  same  to  the  month  of  Monon- 
gahela  Biyer  &  thenoe  up  the  same  to  the  Beginning.  And  no 
<M>m^dnt  haying  been  made  against  the  G^tlemen  jointly  holding 
the  said  Distriot,  I  beff  leaye  to  reooommend  them  to  the  Honorable 
the  Bxeoatiye  Conneir. 

I  haye  the  Honor  to  be 

Sir,  your  most  obd't  Senr'ti 

DANIEL  BBODHEAD, 
Sury'r  Gen'L* 
Dirededf 

To  His  Bzoellency  the  President  in  C!oaneil. 


Pbe8.  Mifimr  to  Alex'b  Hamiia*on,  Secrxtabt  of  Treasury, 

1789. 

In  Council, 

Philadeldhia,  27th  Noyem'r,  1789. 
Sir, 

I  haye  the  Honor  to  inform  yon  that  the  Comptroller  General  of 
this  State  hath  made  considerable  Progress  in  the  Statement  of  the 
puUie  Debts  of  Pennsylvania  and  is  preparing  the  other  Documents 
required  by  the  Act  of  Congress  of  the  2l8t  September  last,  and  I 
haye  cause  to  believe  that  it  will  be  in  my  Power  to  transmit  to  you 
in  four  weeks  from  this  Date  all  the  Information  required  by  that 
Aot. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  great  respect  your  most  obedient 
and  most  humble  Servant, 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Direetedf 

To  Alexander  Hamilton,  Esquire,  Sec'y  of  the  Treasury  of  the 
(J.  SUtes. 

«  Bet  Col.  Reo.,  VoL  XYI.,  p.  228,226. 
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Auz'r  MoLean  to  Pass.  MimjN,  1789. 

Bedford^  2d  December,  1789.    ' 
Sir, 

Having  been  lately  informed  of  the  death  of  the  late  8iirve|or. 
General,  and  haying  reoooree  to  the  Iaw,  I  find  it  required  of  depntj 
surveyors  to  give  Bond  &  Seourity,  &o.  I  woold  just  obaerve  to^ 
your  Excellency  and  Honorable  Council  that  in  Complyanoe  with 
the  Law  I  labour  under  peculiar  difficulties — Hy  the  late  diviasioDi 
of  the  Cfounties  my  district  includes  a  part  of  Four  Counties  the 
Township  of  Bostraver  in  ttie  forks  of  Yough  is  out  in  two  by  the 
line  of  Allegany  County — ^part  of  it  yet  belongs  to  Westmoreland, 
And  if  I  apprehend  the  Law,  it  Obliges  me  to  give  Bond  and  Seeo* 
rity  for  each  county  and  also  take  the  Oath  of  Office  in  Baok.  If 
your  Excellency  and  Council  are  of  the  same  opinion—-!  cannot  at 
present  Nominate  Sureties  in  those  Counties  not  having  had  the  op- 
pertunity  of  Consulting  Gentlemen  in  either,  yet  in  the  mean  Ume 
would^beg  leave  to  offer  Henry  Beeson  &  Joseph  Torrenee,  Esquires 
as  Sureties  in  Fayette  County  &  Mess'rs  George  Funk  &  ThoiMfl 
Yickroy  of  the  Town  of  Bedford  for  that  part  of  Bedford  County, 
which  my  district  contains,  And  on  my  Return  home  comply  with 
such  further  order  as  may  be  deem'd  neceseary. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

your  Excellency's  most  obd't 

ALEXANDER  MoLBAN. 
Directed^ 

To  the  Honorable  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esquire,  President  of  the 
Supreme  Executive  Council. 


Alex'r  McClean  to  Pres.  Miffun,  1789. 

Bedford,  2d  December,  1789. 
Sir, 

1  had  made  an  appointment  to  meet  Mr.  Skinner  at  this  place  last 
Week  to  proceed  on  the  Road  from  Bedford  to  Pittsbuigh  and 
called  on  Mr.  Guthrie  at  Greensburgh  not  knowing  of  his  illnessi 
but  found  him  unable  to  attend,  in  which  Situation  he  has  been 
since  early  in  November — I  there  Received  the  Resolve  of  Conncil 
of  the  fourteenth  of  March  last  to  us  directed  by  which  I  apprehend- 
ed the  design  of  the  legislature  in  their  Resolution  of  the  2i8t  Nov'r, 
1788,  was  that  a  Road  should  ho  laid  out  from  this  place  to  Pitts- 
borgh  as  near  to  a  Straight  line  as  Circumstances  will  admit. — And 
Considering  the  great  di&Un^)  ^lA  \\i^  ^\i.^T\»L\^V)  qC  aeting  out  on 
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m  ^ifoetioD,  I  thoqght  of  an  expedient  to  gun  a  direotioii 
M  degve^  of  Gertaintji  which  I  conld  do  without  the  uBiat- 
^he  other  CSomviaaioDerSi  And  which  I  eonottve  would  be 
f  w^re  they  both  present,  therefore  in  order  to  gain  the  true 
t'Of.  thia  plaoe  I  went  to  the  158th  Mile  Poet  standing  aboal 
lei  West  of  the  fioad  from  Bedford  to  Fort  Comherland, 
moe  hy  a  series  of  Courses  Traversed  the  Valley  of  Cumher- 

this  place  and  find  it  to  be  19  m.  290  perches  North  of 
ind  Dixon's  line  and  10  m.  86  perches  East  of  the  above 
mtf  And  my  Memory  aiding  me  in  the  Situation  of  Pitts- 
,  jlfoceeded-to  Calculation  to  find  a  Course  to  Pittsburgh  & 
I  It  to  stand  25685  perches  West  and  9830  perches  North  of 
)e  being  North  69''  27'  West  27432  perchess:to  85  m.  232 
.  which  Course  I  think  will  at  least  lead  me  into  the  Neigh- 
i  of  IMttsbnrgh. 

le  Season  is  so  far  advanced  &  neither  of  the  other  Commis- 
)ome  to  my  assistance  I  thought  to  have  gone  home  and  put 

the  10th  of  April  next  but  this  evening  offering  fair  for  good 
f  I  have  Concluded  to  set  out  to  Morrow  morning  on  the 
oentioned  Course  and  if  not  interrupted  by  excessive  Wea- 
loeed  to  Pittsburgh  marking  the  way  lightly  so  as  to  enable 
d  it,  also  setting  up  a  small  stake  at  every  quarter  of  Mile 

Mile  posts,  and  a  post  at  every  Mile  with  its  Number  for  the 
ienoe  of  taking  off  or  falling  in  as  the  situation  of  the  ground 
ke  it  necessary — I  could  have  wished  for  the  Concurrence  of 
,  before  I  had  proceeded^  but  time  will  not  admit  of  ft 
ta  delay. 
lave  the  Honor  to  be 

with  great  regard  Sir, 

your  Excellencies  most 

obedient  and  Humble  Serv't, 

ALEXANDER  McCLBAN. 

te  Honorable  Thomas  Mifflin^  Esquire^  President  of  Conncil| 


Evan  Owen  to  Pres.  Mifpun,  1789. 

aeUi 

ce  the  liberty  of  infonning  you  that  in  pursuance  of  the 
itics  vested  in  me  as  Commissioner  for  the  opening  of  the 
mmonly  called  the  Nescopeck  road ;  I  have  opened  the  same 
}  as  that  it  may  be  travelled  on  by  Waggou^^  &q.i)  ^x^'^V^nXi^ 
r  BWBj  of  a  part  of  Spring  Mountain.    TYi«Lt  X\i«t^  ^^\.xOTa«i» 


Your  obi 


Philada.,  6  Dec'r,  1789. 
il^PntSimki  mi  ihe  So 


..I  isl 


AujKCaS  JOHNBTQH  XO  I 


Bin 

Panmant  to  the  Resolve  (rf 
November  17th,  1788,  gnm 
Hamiltoo  and  William  Wile 
Allegany  and  Ohio,  respective 
thej  would  severallj  oompf 
Besolve ;  I  notified  them  ol 
beg  leave  ta  inform  Oonnoil  ^ 
nor  have  they  by  themselves  i 

I  also  beg  leave  to  inform 
Westmoreland  Oonnty,  hatb^ 
■mall  Island  in  the  Alleghai 

Greek.  whoiM  unnlinjifinn    Ik  A 
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Sir, 

I  bavo  l>eeii  informed  tbat  the  Supreme  Esectidve  ConDci!  by 
tbotr  Rcsolv©  bearing  dafe  17  Nov.,  178R,  grantctl  t  right  of  Pre- 
empltrvn  to  Jobo  Harae!foa  (k  Williara  Willsois  of  the  two  Inlauds  ro 
the  Biver  OhrOj  on  which  they  had  made  iraprovemenUj  on  thetr 
paying  into  the  Heoeivt^r's  Offices,  by  a,  certaiu  limited  tltne^  20^^  pr. 
acT^a  for  the  one,  iind  lOs.  fm  the  other. 

Finding  tbnt.  Couucil  nre  poascst  of  this  powerj  I  therefore  beg 
leave  to  apply  for  a  j^tnaJl  Island,  a  little  aboTe  the  mouth  of  BuflTalOj 
jn  the  AlUgany  Uiver,  and  a  little  below  irhere  the  Kiakeinctug 
BlVtr  etutks  into  the  AUagauy  Itiver  aforesd,,  eupp osd.  to  contaia 
SW  tir  30  acres,  hardng  mad*^  a  am  all  Tmproreaieut  thert^on.  And 
it  being  almost  adjoining  a  tnict  of  Land  now  my  prt^portyj  (there 
being  little  or  no  water  running  between,  eome  soasona  of  the  year) 
wbit;b  ia  scarce  of  Timber,  with  which  the  above  mentioned  Island 
d9esi  abonnd.  And  for  which  I  will  pay  at  the  rate  of  10a.  pr* 
sen?  in  Specie. 

Pl^fl  io  commuiilcate  thia,  my  &pplicatroD,  to  Council^  fiQd  Re- 
ceive their  answer. 

I  am  SiTi  jour  verv  HumblQ  Set't, 


■?i|'!    I      \  «.  ..  ■'.■■■\ 

'rf:'    •'*]  r  /•'        -         j9^,0w^tSlm  .  i  >  ,  .-.    .     ■ 
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J......  If  .1  .    ..'    ^.     .    ■  .  .      ' 


E  llBiMi  d  ThePerioM  a&lided  to  Ptamm  hj  tin  Iawi  of  this 

9M»1btarft  mb >!»?«  ban  JbrwMdai  «  WaihiBiiij  ImI,  but 
*•  OwmrtBw  OtiWil  bmg  Mgagsd  in  Mtkiag  ool  mne  tUte- 
Mlito  i»r  *••  OeBinl  AMoiblj,  e£U  lot'  #oii|iIiiit  ii  until  Uiii 


*  Wttb  gMU^BMoeety  Xi>bi«i  «•  konor  to  ba^  Biiv 

"W     '    .ifdiirBMob«fieMi«*daM*hwabb8imuit, 

I  .■  .7,.  v.  ..  ;  ^  *  ,      TflOMAS'BUSFLIN.* 

ToL,  XI,— 28 
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John  'ilmhvs  to  Pres  Mifflin — Lands,  1789. 

Dear  Brother, 

The  Late  Proprietaries  of  PeDnsylvania,  by  act  pused  Nov'r  27, 
1789,  were  divested  of  all  their  Entates,  &o.,  except  their  prifate 
Estates,  *'  and  likewise  all  the  Lands  called  &  known  by  the  name  of 
'<  the  Proprietary  Tenths  or  Manors,  which  wore  daly  surveyed  and 
*'  returned  into  the  Land  Office  on  or  before  July  4,  1776/' 

The  late  Proprietaries  of  Pennsa.,  directed  a  certain  Tract  of 
Land  in  Northampton  County,  (now  called  the  Dry  Lands,)  to  be 
surveyed  and  appropriated  to  their  own  particular  Use.  This 
survey  and  return  is  not  now  to  be  found. 

But  about  20  or  30  years  ago,  the  Proprietaries  directed  a  Be- 
Burvcy  of  the  said  appropriated  Tract  to  be  made;  whieh  was 
executed  by  James  Scull,  Deputy  Surveyor,  and  the  whole  Tract  wai 
by  him  divided  into  separate  plantations,  from  No.  1  to  19i,  whieh 
must  have  been  lodged  in  the  Land  Office  before  July  4,  1776, 
Because  John  Lukens  on  the  13th  Day  of  May,  1776,  did  certify 
and  return  into  the  Secretary's  Office,  (in  Pursuance  of  a  Warrant 
dated  April  30, 1776,)  one  of  the  above  mentioned  separate  Tracts, 
No.  50,  &o.  &o.  Some  of  the  Dry  Land  Tenants,  [at  the  Instiga- 
tion of  John  Nicholson,  Comptroller  General,  who  at  first  secretly, 
but  now  openly  avows  himself  their  agent,]  determined  to  contest 
the  Right  of  property  with  the  late  Proprietaries  alcdging  that 
having  discovered  some  Innccuracy  in  the  survey.  Re-survey  and 
return  ;  that  therefore  the  Property  is  by  the  Act  of  1789,  vested 
in  the  State  of  whom  they  can  purchase  cheaper  then  they  can  of 
the  Messrs.  Penns,  and  adding  that  if  they  take  a  deed  from 
Messrs.  Penns,  they  shall  be  called  upon  hereafter,  by  the  State  to 
purchase  of  them,  and  therefore  be  obliged  to  purchase  twice. 
Against  some  of  these  Tenants,  Ejectments  have  been  brought,  be- 
cause it  was  known  that  their  objections  were  made  by  a  Determina- 
tion not  to  purchase  of  the  proprietaries.  But  others  of  the  Tenants 
who  had  really  Scruples  (arising  from  the  Deceptions  put  on  them,) 
and  who  wished  to  piy  to  those  Persons  who  had  a  right  to  receive 
the  Purchase  Money,  have  not  been  sued ;  and  it  is  these  last  wbo 
have  signed  the  Memorial  to  Council  requesting  that  thoy  may  be 
informed  whether  the  State  has  any  Claim  to  the  Lands  in  queatioa, 
and  declaring  their  Intention  of  purchasing  of  the  late  Proprictaritf 
whenever  they  shall  be  assured  the  State  has  no  claim.  See  tbo 
Memorial — the  second  paragraph  of  which  States  "that  Eject- 
'<  mentfl  have  been  brought  against  the  Tenants,  who  re/uted  to 
'<  comply  with  the  demand  of  the  Proprietary  Agent  to  pay  for 
their  Farms ;"  but  the  Memorialists  never  refused ;  they  only  r^ 
quired  time  untill  they  should  be  informed  whether  the  State  had  aoj 
Claim.  And  those  peTsoTi^a^TSL\ii^\.i(ViQii^l!l\<^ctments  had  been  brongbt, 
do  not  even  pretend  Aat  l\ie^  Vvq^h  wj  tv^n.-^XjA^^wpj  ^^^  the 
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State  has  a  right  of  whom  they  wish  to  purohase.  Bat  the  Land 
Oflioeni  Lukens  &  KeBDedy,  were  boih  so  well  eoDTiooed  thai  this 
was  an  ap{ffopriated  Tract,  that  they  never  would  giTO  any 
eneoaragenient  to  any  applieatioos  for  Land  within  the  Dry  Land* 
Tract. 

Id  the  third  and  4th  Paragraphs  the  Memorialists  request  Council 
will  have  an  enquiry  made  into  the  Title  of  the  Lands,  and  if  it 
should  appear  that  the  State  has  no  Claim,  that  they  shall  then 
immediately  Purchase  of  the  late  Proprietaries,  which  prerent  them 
beinff  burthened  with  several  Law  Suits.  And  will  Council  refuse 
this  inquixy,  and  obliffe  the  Individuals  to  determine  by  Law  Suiti 
whether  the  Messrs.  Penns  or  the  State  entitled  to  the  Lands.  The 
Tenants  themselves  pretend  to  no  riehts ;  but  thev  have  been  in- 
formed the  State  has  a  claim,  and  they  wish  to  know  if  that  in- 
formation is  true.  Will.  Council  then  refuse  to  answer  them,  and 
eompd  them  to  suffer  Suits  at  Law  to  determine  the  JRight  of  the 
State  f  I  should  suppose  not — But  rather  that  Council  would  de- 
mand the  opinion  of  the  Chief  Justice  or  the  Judges  on  that  Point 
**  If  the  Commonwealth  has  any  right  to  the  whole  or  any  part  of 
the  Tract  of  Land,  called  the  Dry  Land  in  Northampton  County ; 
this  question  is  too  important  to  be  trusted  to  the  Attorney  Ghneral| 
and  is  therefore  most  proper  to  be  determined  by  the  Chief  Justice  or 
Jndfles  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

I  nave  wrote  this  in  much  haste,  and  without  the  necessary  paperSy 
which  Mr.  Butler  has  with  him  at  Easton. 

We  shall  see  you  on  Wednesday  Evening. 
Affeo.  Yours, 

JOHN  F.  MIFFLIN. 

Dee'r  6, 1789. 
Directed^ 

His  EzeeUency,  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esq'r. 


Report  on  Attobnst's  Fees,  1789. 

The  Committee  whom  Council  appointed  to  suargest  proper  sums 
as  adequate  compensation  to  be  given  William  Bradford  &  Jared 
Ingersol,  Esquires,  for  Defendiog  the  Cause  of  the  Commonwealth 
in  an  action  for  Depreciation  brought  against  the  same  by  his  Honor 
the  Chief  Justice.^    Beg  leave  to  Report : 

That  from  the  Consequences  of  the  claim,  the  able  and  Judicious 
manner  in  which  those  Gentlemen  defended  the  State  from  payment : 
Induces  your  committee  to  soggest  for  Wm.  Bradford,  Esq.,  £30  0  0 
for  Jared  Ingersol,  Esq.,  d^2b  0  0,  therefore 

•  See  Tol.  III.,  p.  b7S,  aod  651  of  thu. 
f  Beepmgt  686. 
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Thai  f  Hkm  i«nie  on  tbe  Treasorar  in  bvop  of  Wa.  BrtdiMi 
B«}.,  for  ,£aO  0  0,  ia  favour  of  Jared  loMnol  fiw  iK26  0  0,*  boinf 
theur  feoa  from  tbo  OoiaoionwoUUi  od  id.  aolipa  ia  fiill,  wtd  of«j 

oxpenoe  attending  said  Trjal  chargeable  on  the  State. 


WoaK  HOTTBl  CALBSfDAB,   }6  DjTOEHBEB,  1788. 


No. 


Kamea. 


1,  Mary  Cbalnghaia. 

2.  Uaf^WUlUma, 
3«  Itam  MoKeoTeTii 
4.  {nil.  Moonej, 


6.  Elen  ArmBtrong, 

6.  Jane  Mooney, 

7.  Artli.  Noble, 

8.  Thee.  Oakley, 

9.  Eliz.  Card, 
10.  TboB.  Glen, 


By  irhom  Comm.      When.  €Miiie& 

ConTiots. 

Gitj  Opart.       Villas '88.  taoevj. 

Qr,  Seaaianfl^     Jone, '80.  Do.      tiia       _ 

llajor's  Coqrt.        Po,  Bee'g  it9le9|  fiUQ^P- 

Po.  27  Sept  Xiaroeigr. 

Tagranta. 

Aid.  Bedford,    1  October.  Soap,  of  Laneoy. 


Do., 
Tbe  Mayor, 
Do., 
Do., 
Do., 


6  NoTom. 
28  Do. 
26  Do. 
28  Do. 
80  Do. 


11.  Geor.  Henry  A.  Sailor  Aid.  H.  Baker,  1  Deoem. 

12.  Jas.  Connely,  Aid.  Swift,         16  Do. 
18.  Sam.  Watts,  Do.  Do. 


Do. 
Disorderly. 

Dou 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Begging. 


14.  Job,  a  Negro, 


Apprentices  &  Ind.  Serrants. 

The  Mayor.       6  Ootob.     Reflising  to  Work. 


SlaTOB. 

The  Mayor,        7  Deeem. 
16.  Sam.  Johnson,  Negro    Judge  Bryan,     18  Do. 


16.  Ann  Atkins, 


Abaeoading: 

Claiming  to   be  a 
freeman. 


Detained  to  work  for  their  fees. 


17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 


Alex'r  Gardner, 
Pattr  Dalton, 
Bob.  WaUaoe, 
Jas.  Halfpenny, 


Sinoe. 
Do., 
Do., 
Do. 


23  Ootob. 

17  Nove'r. 
80  Do. 
16  Decern. 


21.  Isaao  Carney. 
S2.  Morris  Nagle. 


On  suspicion  of  being  a  runaway  slave, 
JoatPoUard.    UNoT*r. 

A  Vagrant  omitted  abore. 

Aid.  H.  Baker.  18  Not'a    Disorderly. 

LEWIS  NICOLA. 
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Christian  Febiqeb  to  Pres.  Mifflin,  1789. 

fiis  BtoellMiqy  The  Prefiident,  &  the  Ho&ble.  6vt>t:eittb  tizMiti^e 
COQDeill. 

Oentlemen  : 

Harry  of  Business,  from  the  first  moment  I  was  aathoris'd  to  act  as 
State  Treasurer,  is  the  only  Apology  I  can  make  for  not  hareing, 
•re  this,  address'd  your  hon'ble  Board.  I  Knew  it  a  Duty  incum- 
bent on  me  for  many  Reasons,  &  yesterday  I  stole  the  first  Leisure 
moment  personally  to  attend  you ;  But,  to  my  MortifioadoU)  Councils 
luul  adjournM,  &  I  had  only  an  Opportunity  of  eonvemng  with  a 
few  remaining  Members. 

A  full  Confidence  in  your  wonted  Gk)odneBS  towards  me  indulges 
a  Hope  that  you  will  pardon  an  apparent  Neglect,  &  believe  that  it 
has  not,  'till  now,  been  in  my  Power  to  lay  before  you  the  following 
Bute  of  Facts  relating  to  the  Office  I  have  the  Honor  to  hold. 

When  I  received  the  Chest  of  the  Treasury  from  Dayid  lUtten- 
bouse,  Esqr.,  it  contained  only  some  old  continental  and  other,  at 

Ktsent,  useless  Money,  and  a  few  pounds  belonging  to  the  State 
ttery,  appropriated  to  a  particular  purpose,  of  which  I  have  ren« 
der'd  an  Account  to  the  Register  General,  t  receiv'd  no  Monney 
on  any  other  Fund.  Demands  were  instantlv  made  on  me;  I  have 
endeavour'd  to  answer  them  as  far  as  I  could.  Butt  I  labour  under 
many  Difficulties  in  the  Discharge  of  my  Duty,  which  I  hope  it  is 
in  your  t'ower  to  remedyi  Vizc. : 

Ist. 

A  Number  of  Warrants  &  Orders  from  the  dificrent  Doj^rtments 
of  Government,  and  on  different  Fund&  have  been  indiscriminately 
taken  and  paid  bv  Revenue  Officers,  without  attending  to  the  Funds> 
and  brought  to  the  Treasury  in  Lieu  of  Monney. 

2nd. 

Notes  issued  bv  David  Rittenhouse,  Esqr.,  late  Treasureri  for 
Interest,  etc.,  are  brought  &  pass'd  in  the  same  Manner. 

3d. 

From  long  Practice,  publick  Creditors  have,  and  still  continuei 
under  various  pretences,  (particularly  of  getting  the  so  called  new 
Loan  Exchanged  by  the  Comptroller  General)  to  bring  their  Certifi- 
cates, get  them  entered  and  Interest  indorsed  on  them,  as  if  paid 
without  getting  or  giveing  Receipts.  The  Interest  on  those,  also, 
is,  in  many  Instances  receiv'd  without  passing  through  the  Treasury, 
ft  the  Treasurer  constrain'd,  to  the  Injury  of  many,  to  pass  it  to  tho 
Credit  of  the  Officer  who  brings  them,  he  hatcing  previoual^  ad^c^Xi^'^ 
the  Monney. 
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4th. 
It  is  too  oommon  a  Thing,  without  Knowledge,  Notice,  or  Entry 
of  the  nreasurer,  to  lodge  WamntBi  Orders  £  Certificeates  with 
Revenue  Officers  in  order  to  secure  Priority  of  PaymcDti  and  many 
hare  been  brought  to  me  from  distant  Parts. 

5th. 

This  Practice  of  Discount  has  become  so  general,  that  Men,  and 
some  of  publick  Caractcr,  will  watch  for  Persons  bringing  Monney 
to  the  Treasury,  either  come  with  them,  or  get  the  money  from  then, 
eome  to  the  Office,  present  Warrants  or  Orders  drawn  on  differant 
Funds,  demand  Payment  out  of  the  Honnej  brought,  or  take  it 
away  again. 

I  have  already  been  menac'd  more  than  onee  in  thb  Manner,  & 
in  Order  to  obtain  the  Ballance,  oblig'd  to  comply. 

These,  and  many  other  Irre^laritys  with  which  I  am  yett  unao- 
quaioted,  have,  in  my  Conception,  been  the  Cause  of  the  Miss-^pli- 
oations  so  generally  compliuned  of,  nor  will  it  ever  be  in  my  Power 
to  Kecp^  the  Funds  separate  and  distinct,  or  apply  them  as  they 
ought  to  be,  unless  those  Evills  are  remedied.  It's  true  a  great 
Deal  may  be  done  to  accomodate;  Butt  the  Consequences  of  carrying 
those  Accomodations  too  far  is  severely  felt.  In  all  Governments, 
as  far  as  my  Knowledge  extends,  the  Payment  of  the  civil  List  is  a 
primary  Object  of  the  Financier,  and  Funds  for  that  purpose  first 
provided.  During  the  short  Period  I  have  been  in  Office,  Necessity 
has  Compelled  me  to  misapply  Monney  for  the  Support  of  Govern- 
ment, and  depend  on  the  precarious  Products  of  other  Funds  to 
replace  it. 

When  the  Convention  rises,  I  shall,  without,  the  Interference  of 
your  Excellency  &  the  hon'ble  Board,  be  in  the  Same  disagreeable 
Dilemma.  Permit  me,  therefore,  Gentlemen,  to  submit  the  fore- 
going most  respectfully  to  your  Consideration,  and  beg  that  such 
Order  may  bo  taken  thereon  as  in  your  wisdom  shall  seem  meet. 
Any  Directions  that  I  may  receive  in  Consequence  shall  bo  strictly 
adhered  to.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  every  Sentiment  of  Duty 
Gratitude,  Bospeot  &  Esteem, 

Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient, 
and  most  humble  Serv't, 

CHRISTIAN  FEBIGER.* 

P.  8. — I  beg  Leave  to  accompany  this  with  a  Sketch  of  the  De- 
mands now  on  the  Treasury,  and  to  suggest  the  Necessity  of  the 
different  Revenue  Officers  being  call'd  on  to  bring  in  Monney. 

Read  in  Council  Deer.  19th,  1789.— Read  2nd  time  Deer.  2l8t 
See  minutes  of  that  date  for  instructions. 

*  Be«  Co\.  iLwi.,  Vol.  XVr,,  p.  287. 
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David  Kennedy  to  Pees.  Mieflin — Lands,  1789. 

f 

fanzB  Hartiel,  Esqr.,  hath  made  Application  for  a  Warrant  for 

A'b  of  Land  joining  Land  of  Geo.  Gross,  John  Hunter  and 
thiaa  Witknight,  in  Naaareth  Township,  in  the  County  of  North- 
pton,  Certified  to  be  improved  in  May,  1749.     Mr.  Hartzell,  at 

time  of  giving  in  the  Applioation  informed  me  the  sd.  Land  was 
t  of  the  Ijands  commonly  called  the  Dry  Lands,  which  are  claimed 
Messrs.  Penns.  I  therefore  had  some  Doubts  as  to  the  propriety 
iflsoing  a  Warrant,  &  shall  be  much  obliged  in  having  the  Direction 
Council. 

I  am  yr.  Exc'ys  most  obedient,  humble  Servt., 

DANIEL  KENNEDY.* 
L789,  Deor.  19th. 

Read  in  Council  and  referred  to  Doctor  Gregg,  Mr.  Edie,  and 
.  Smith.  Committee's  Report — Read  in  Council  January  2ud, 
90,  and  adopted. 


Report  on  foregoinq,  1789. 

rhe  Committee  to  whom  was  refer'd  the  letter  of  David  Kennedy, 
:|r.,  respecting  an  application  for  a  Warrant  by  Jonas  Ilartzel, 
^r.,  of  Land  in  Northampton  County,  commonly  called  Dry  Lands,f 
g  leave  to  Report, 

That  it  appears  t?  yonr  committee  to  be  business  particularly 
onging  to  the  Land  office,  &  that  any  direction  from  Council  to 
Land  Officer  would,  in  their  opinion,  be  Improper. 


SERVATTONS  OP  JOHN   C    STROEnELL,    ON  THE  LoWER  FALLS 

OF  Schuylkill,  1789. 

Observations  on  the  lowers  falls  of  Schuylkill,  to  render  them 
re  easy  navigable. 

S*inding  the  generality  of  rivers  on  this  side  of  the  Allcgahny 
an  tains,  to  form  in  the  greatest  part  of  their  course,  either  long 
lies  of  dead  and  slow  flowing  waters,  or  rifts  and  shoals,  and  very 
luently  rapids  and  fulls,  which  render  them  more  difficult  for 
igation,  than  the  rivers  in  general  are  in  the  old  countries,  tho 

♦  Soe  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  28T. 
f  Bee  page  G47,  and  Vol.  111.,  p.  ^Zh. 
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greater  part  of  them  flowiog  with  a  gentle  current|  like  our  great 
western  rivers,  it  is  not  to  expected  that  the  common  mode  of  nari- 
gation  can  bo  advantageously  appljred  to  those  rivers,  without  ths 
enormous  ezpenco  of  a  multitude  of  locks,  as  some  parts,  for  a  dis- 
tance of  miles,  are  of  such  slow  motion,  that  one  horse  or  niile,  or 
two  men,  would  be  sufficient  to  draw  a  boat  laden  with  25  or  SO 
tons,  and  other  parts  rnn  so  rapid^  for  short  spaces,  that  10  horM 
or  30  men  would  bo  insufficient  to  advance  the  same  burden  agaiesl 
the  current.  It  has  therefore  been  thought  necessary  in  attenptfeg 
to  carry  a  load  against  the  stream  of  these  eastern  rivers,  to  ajqily 
a  machine,  by  the  help  of  which  the  moment  of  power  may  be  in- 
creased, according  to  the  opposition  that  is  to  be  overeomei  witboit 
having  need  to  increase  the  indensity  of  the  power.  This  ttiehias 
is  humbly  proposed  to  be  two  water  wheels,  &  two  boat  wheels,  eos- 
nected  by  one  common  axis,  round  which  a  rope  is  to  wind,  that  ii 
to  be  fastened  above  the  falls.  To  pass  these  rapids,  with  the  eom- 
plcte  machine,  without  manual  labour,  it  is  necessary,  that  the  eM- 
mon  passage  for  boats  should  be  5  or  6  feet  wider,  than  would  be 
required  without  the  water  wheels.  But  where  this  space  oannot  he 
acquired  without  great  ezpences,  a  common  narrow  passage  will 
serve,  but  then  the  water  wheels  are  to  bo  taken  off  from  the  azki 
and  the  men  have  to  turn  the  inner  boat  wheel,  and  so  advance  a 
loaden  boat  against  the  falls,  without  requiring  a  greater  nnmber  of 
hands  than  are  at  present  employed  in  navigating  an  empty  boat 
against  the  current. 

The  lowermost  or  what  is  called  the  great  falls  of  Sohnylkill, 
present  an  instance  of  these  two  modes,  to  ascend  with  or  without 
tbo  water  wheels. 

The  present  open  and  common  passage,  through  which  boats  and 
rafts  descend,  gives  sufficient  room  for  the  water  wheels  to  work  and 
advance  a  boat,'when  tho  river  is  not  too  high.  But  in  this  present 
season,  there  is  on  some  places  not  15  inches  depth  of  water,  and  in 
other  places  a  few  largo  stones  and  some  projecting  rocks  obstruct 
the  passage,  these  rocks  may  bo  easily  lowered,  and  the  large  stones 
removed,  but  a  sufficient  depth  of  water  in  the  lower  part  of  the 
falls,  is  only  to  be  obtained,  by  contracting  that  part  which  is  nearlv 
three  times  wider,  than  what  is  necessary  for  the  passage  of  a  wheef- 
boat  or  a  raft.  The  best  roodo  of  contracting  or  deepening  this  part 
would  bo,  by  laying  a  quantity  of  stones  where  the  course  of  the 
water  is  to  be  obstructed,  these  stones  should  be  shaped  like  a  wedge 
of  the  thickness  from  0  to  15  inches  on  the  thickest  part,  laying  the 
edge  part  flat  against  the  current,  no  swell  of  water  would  move  them 
in  this  state,  and  in  time  of  freshes,  ice,  logs  and  trees  would  slide 
over  them  without  obstruction.  There  are  also  in  this  passage  two 
sloping  rocks,  over  which  the  water  rushes  so  rapid,  as  to  diminish 
its  depth  too  much  in  a  dry  season,  and  to  form  too  high  waves  io 
time  of  a  fresh  *,  tUeae  \uconve\i\euoiea  might  be  greatly  remedied 
by  laying  somo  large  alonea  oi  xVq  «iaxaA  %^\^^  vk  ^s&sndkMtl  tibove, 


PENNSYLVANIA  ABGHIVSS  1789.  668 

idiately  behind  the  sloping  rooks,  this  would  prevent  the 
itj  of  the  water»  and  remove  that  ooncavity  that  forms  the 
.  To  kj  these  triangalar  stones  firm,  and  to-  form  them  to  bo 
iveable  by  the  current,  one  or  two  men  that  are  expert  in  cut- 
(tone  with  the  piokhammer,  should  be  employed,  to  give  them 
proper  shape.  There  is  also  to  be  considored,  in  what  time  of 
Ais  passage  shall  be  navigable  in  the  dry  seasons,  for  if  it  shall 
be  navigated  at  the  time  of  high  water,  much  less  work  will  be 
jsary,  tlutn  if  it  should  be  made  navigable  at  any  time  of  the 

«  narrow  channel  through  which  the  boats  ascend  in  time  of 
BSp  is  cut  between  large  rocks,  and  is  at  present  in  some  parts 
anow,  at  others  too  rapid,  and  at  the  upper  part  too  shallow  for 
;ation  These  impediments  might  be  removed  in  deepening  its 
t  the  head,  which  for  the  length  of  near  two  hundred  feet,  ap< 
to  be  obstructed  mostly  by  loose  stones,  the  parts  which  are  too 
w,  might  be  widened  with  very  few  blasts  of  gunpowder,  but 
mni  its  sudden  descent  and  rapidity  below  the  narrows,  there 
d  should  be  raised  with  large  flat  stones,  which  are  very  near 
ad,  and  thus  the  gradual  descend  of  the  water  might  be  exten- 
h>m  the  head  to  the  tail  of  that  channel,  for  the  length  of  near 
set.  To  prevent  the  both  channels  from  intruding  upon  each 
I  the  stone  wall,  which  separates  them  at  present,  should  be 
dose,  higher  and  covered  with  large  flat  stones, 
re  is  to  be  observed,  that  according  to  the  hydrostatic  laws,  a 
Qt,  such  as  the  lower  falls  of  Schuylkill,  running  down  an  in- 
[  plane  of  5  feet  high  and  300  or  400  feet  long,  when  shallow, 
not  to  be  above  2  or  3  feet  deep,  having  a  rough  bottom,  will 
lOve  with  the  force  and  rapidity,  which  it  would  have,  if  it 
1  move  over  a  smooth  inclined  plane  of  the  same  hcighth  and 
1 ;  for  as  the  lower  water  at  the  bottom  is  retarded  by  the 
messes  in  its  channel,  and  that  communicates  with  the  water 
diately  above  it  at  the  surface,  their  both  velocities  come  near 
equality.  But  when  the  surface  is  raised  by  a  fresh,  so  as  to 
ir  more  feet  above  the  bottom,  then  the  water  at  the  surface 
lat  at  the  bottom  do  not  intermix  so  often,  and  the  surface 
on  with  near  the  same  force  and  rapidity  as  if  it  fell  immedi- 
Crom  a  5  feet  perpendicular  height.  This  case  will  render  the 
el  impassable  for  a  leaden  whed  boat,  for  it  would  require  too 
a  rope  to  hold  it,  it  would  be  in  danger  of  filling  during  its 
lasiage  through  the  waves,  or  its  head  might  be  hurried  under 

thia  state  of  the  broad  channel,  the  narrow  channel  should  be 
d&  This  might  best  be  effected  by  leaving  its  bed  from  10  to 
thes  higher,  than  the  bed  of  the  broad  channel,  this  may  savo 
iponoes  of  deepening  it,  and  will  give  it  less  rapidity  in  time  of 
a,  this  channel  will  have  several  angles,  which  will  break  \t^ 
tj,  likewise,  U  maj  be  left  rough  a^  ih^  V>Qi^m^  '^Vv^nC^ 
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also  diininisli  tbe  force  of  its  onrrdht,  but  tbo  fMrioeitAl  |»rBTeBtioB 
from  becoming  too  rapid,  is  the  state  of  two  large  roek^  fa^tweeii 
which  the  water  has  to  pass  at  the  bead  of  this  ehanndi  tbese  two 
rocks  rendering  tbe  passiigo  narrow,  will  admit  no  teore  water  than 
what  may  be  narigated  With  a  loaden  boat,  hj  help  of  the  half  iof 
the  machine. 

In  the  execution  of  this  plan,  it  would  be  most  advantageom,  to 
have  at  tbe  beginning  but  very  few  persons  chiployed  and  to  subjcet 
them  under  tbe  immediate  inspection  and  direction  of  a  aupfeTTisoTy 
who  should  not  only  be  acquainted  with  the  mechanic  and  hydrosftatio 
laws,  but  he  should  also  have  a  practical  knowledge  of  quarrying 
stones,  he  should  be  acquainted  with  the  different  nature  or  tbo 
various  kinds  of  stones,  that  be  might  be  actually  dircctiag  and 
showing  to  manage  and  break  them  to  tbe  beat  advaotaffo.  When 
he  finds  one  band  or  another  to  be  docile,  Und  able  to  do  his  work 
without  the  constant  presence  of  the  director,  he  may  givto  sueh  a 
man  two  or  three  hands  to  help,  and  be  directed  ftgain  by  nim,  kni  m 
this  manner,  the  number  of  hands  may  be  gradually  inoresriited,  ae* 
cording  to  the  quantity  of  work  that  is  to  be  done  in  a  certain  space 
of  time. 

To  reserve  a  choice  for  the  most  capable  and  most  ingenious  su- 
pervisor, none  whoso  skill  is  to  be  tr}'ed,  should  be  appointed  fbr  any 
certain  time,  nor  have  a  certain  salary  affixed  fot  him,  but  aecoi^ng 
to  his  merits,  which  will  show  itself  from  time  to  time  should  be  re- 
warded and  continued. 

This  is  the  humble  opinion  of 

JOHN  0.  STROEBEL. 


Alex'r  Hamilton,  Seo.  Treas^  to  Pasa.  Mirrunij  1789. 

Treasury  Department,  Slst  Dcc'r,  1789. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  your  letter  of  the  28th  instlint>  itaddsing  one 
to  you  from  the  Comptroller  QeneMl  of  your  State.  I  can  only 
regret,  that  my  delay  has  accrued,  Imd  take  it  for  grantcfd,  that  A» 
business  will  receive  all  the  dispatch  whiefh  may  be  praotioable. 

I  shall  be  sorry  if  any  inoonvenienoo  results  to  tbe  public 
Creditors  of  your  state  from  the  cessation  of  the  payment  of  Indents 
within  the  State ;  but  I  considered  inyself  as  going  very  far  when 
I  determined  to  continue  such  a  number  of  offioers  at  the  publio 
ex  pence,  perhaps  in  strictness,  without  authority,  for  the  sole  pur* 
poBO  of  paying  indents,  even  to  the  end  of  the  present  year, 
especially,  as  bo  much  lime  bad  ela^d^  during  which  the  Creditors 
might  haYo  availed  t\xem«fiIWe%  <il  ^Vi^  ^^wrvAotL,  X^m^  t!s«k^«id^ 


tbat  the  ezobangiDg  of  old  certifioatei  for  Qew  oaes^  and  atjiDg  of 
iDdentfl  a€  lh6  *»ea8aty  Will  go  bb  is  bdMtbftTft. 
1  have  the  hoDor  to  he, 

With  gnat  respoot.  Sir, 

jfoor  obedt.  hhle.  SenV, 

A.  HAMILTOil, 
Seo'jof  thoTrea.^ 
Dirtciedj 

Hie  Baoelleneyy  Thoe.  Miflfai,  Esq. 


3om^  NtCHdiJov,  C.  0.— On  PuxohasIi  t>t  Ebm,  l78d. 

in  i^Mttane^  of  ttb  ii|feettetit  letween  the  United  States  ft  th« 
ftlate  of  t^etttmyWania  for  the  Ttaot  of  Land  eonubfld  ia  thd 
intetrtid  betwfeen  A  Median  Line  mti  betweett  Li^e  Erie  ttid  the 
State  of  Peniisylvatila^  and  the  Bonndaries  of  the  States  of  tfeW 
Tork  ahd  BtasteohtuettSy  at  the  rate  of  three-fourths  of  a  Dollar 

eit  Aere,  pAjable  in  Gold  or  Silvet*,  or  iti  pnbKe  securitiies  of  the 
nited  StateHy  besriiig  Interest  when  the  onantitj  Is  SMeftaitied  ^by 
tetnal  Stirrey.  In  the  toanner  preserined  by  H  Bescrintion  of 
CongfoM  of  thi^  7th  of  June,  1788.  An  Aet  of  the  Legidatnre 
of  I^nns^  passed  the  for  Cdmpleating  the  said  parchase,  now 

that  the  Survey  hath  been  so  made  and  returned,  and  in  virtue  of 
authority  from  his  excellency  t'he  Governor  of  Pennsy'a  to  me  to 
state  and  adjust  the  acoount  of  tho  Sam  to  be  paid  by  the  State  as 
aforesaid. 

I  state  the  Account  Following,  vis.. 

The  OommaniceaUh  o/PcntCa  To  the  United  Statet^  Dr. 

For  the  purchase  money  of  the  Territory  &  Tract  of  Land  boanded 
as  followsy  vis.«  on  the  South  by  a  Line  lately  ran  for  the  Northern 
boundary  of  Pennsy'a  agreeable  to  Original  Gharteri  on  tho  West 
and  North  by  Lake  Erie,  and  on  the  East  by  a  line  which  divides 
the  said  territory  from  the  State  of  New  York,  of  whioh  Tract  a 
survey  and  Return  hath  been  made  and  returned  into  the  office  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  according  to  Besolntion  of  Congress, 
whereby  the  same  is  found  to  contain  202,187  acreS;  whioh  at  }ths 
of  a  DoU'r  per  Aore  payable'acoording  to  the  terms  of  the  Contraofe 
in  Certificates  of  Uie  Debt  of  the  United  States  bearing  an  Annoal 

loterest  of  a  per  Centum  is 151|640|  DolVra. 

Signed, 

JNO.  NICHOLSON. 

in  behalf  of  PeoBf^ 

*  0ee  Col.  Hec.,  Vol.  XYl ,  p.  M%. 
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BOBERT  OaLBRAITH  TO  COUNCIL — ^BoADj  1790. 

Gentlemen, 

Agreeably  to  a  Contract  made  with  jonr  HonHble  Board  in  Sept 
1780, 1  have  proceeded  to  open  the  Boad  from  Frankstown  in  Hun- 
tiDgdon  County  to  the  Mouth  of  Black  Lick  in  Westmoreland  Couoty 
&  having  compleated  the  Same  as  will  appear  by  the  Inoloaed  Cer- 
tificates, take  the  liberty  of  requesting  a  performance  of  the  Contnet 
I  also  beg  leave  to  inform  your  Hon'ble  Board  that  at  tiie  time  I 
undertook  this  Business  it  was  with  a  full  conviction  that  the  dis- 
tance was  no  more  than  forty  three  miles  agreeably  to  the  Draught 
mtde  by  the  Com'rs.  appointed  to  lay  out  the  Road.  Whereas  the  ml 
Distance  measured  after  Compleating  the  Business  (the  Chain  eanien 
bebg  previously  Sworn)  is  fiftv  four  Miles,  &  the  Com'rs  in  Survey- 
ing the  Boad  after  Bunning  Several  different  courses  laid  down  the 
Draught  in  a  straieht  line  from  the  first  to  the  last  which  will  appear 
by  a  copy  of  the  field  notes  obtained  from  Mr.  Harris  one  of  the  said 
Com'ra  &  herewith  transmitted,  I  wss  consequently  Obliged  st  a  con« 
siderable  expenco  to  do  what  they  have  lilreadv  been  paid  for  ia 
addition  to  the  ezpenoe  of  Clearing  the  Boad  eleven  Mile  further 
than  I  had  any  Idea  of  when  I  made  the  Contract,  Confident  of  the 
justice  of  your  Hon'ble  Board,  I  appeal  to  it  On  this  Occasion,  Should 
any  further  Information  on  the  Subject  be  deemed  necessary  I  will 
be  happy  in  laying  it  before  you  or  any  committee  appointed  for  that 
purpose. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  your  ^ 

Excellency  &  Council's  moat 

Obedient  &  Humble  Servant 

BOBEBT  GALBBAITH.* 

Jany.  4th,  1790. 
Direcied^ 

His  Excellency  the  President  &  the  Supreme  Exeeutivo  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 


Fixu)  Notes  of  Boad  fbom  Pbankbtown  to  ComxmacH|  1787. 

Field  notes  of  a  road  laid  out  from  Frankstown  to  the  river  Conemach 
August  1787.  Beginning  at  a  Bnttonwood  on  the  Branch  of 
Juniatta  near  Dan.  Titus,  thence  S.  57  W.  102  to  a  W.  A.,  8.  88 
W.  110;  S.  761  W.  707  to  a  W.  A,  S.  82  W.  136;  N.  77  W.206 
8.  P.  A.,  thence  up  near  Blairs  run  N.  55,  W.  68 ;  west  22,  iV.  60, 
W.  642,  N.  80,  W.  180,  N.  80,  W.  320  to  a  Beech,  N.  70,  W  210, 

*  Bee  Co\.  ^w.»  N  <A.  XNV,  ^.  'Mba^lSA. 
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N.  60,  W.  60,  S.  82,  W.  100,  N.  50,  W.  180,  N.  23,  W.  40  to  » 
Beech  on  the  top  of  Allegany  Mountain,  N.  77,  W.  44,  8.  74,  W. 
140,  N.  45,  W.  60  to  a  branch  of  Clearfield,  160  [7]  to  an  Ash,  S.  87» 
W.  140,  S.  80,  W.  290  to  a  Beech  at  Robinsons  improvement,  west 
20,  FN.  60,  W.  80,  N.  50,  W.  106,  N.  74,  W.  260  to  a  Sugar  tree] 
the  last  foor  lines  to  be  straighted,  the  bearing  &  Dist.  is  N.  70,  W. 
512,  to  a  Sugar  tree  west  40  [N.  70  W.  80,  S.  32,  W.  120]  the  two 
last  courses  to  be  made  one  S.  88,  W.  86  to  a  Beech  (say  S.  58,  W.)  N. 
58,  W.  62  a  Spruce,  S.  32,  W.  96  a  Sugar  tree,  South  120  a  Beech,  S. 
88,  W.  90,  S.  25,  W.  40  to  a  Maple,  S.  10,  W.  114  Beech,  South  28, 
8. 20,  W.  114,  a  52,  W.  36  to  an  Ash,  N.  25,  W.  40  to  a  Beech  over 
the  north  Branch  of  i.'onemach  above  Uie  Great  Blk-Lick,  8.  65,  W. 
42  Cherry  tree,  N.  85,  W.  140  Beech,  8.  75,  W.  140  to  a  amall 
branch  of  Connemach  running  Sonth'wd  620  to  a  Ch't,  W.  550 
SugartreOi  N.  65,  W.  160  to  another  small  branch  of  Connemach, 
880  to  a  Beech  [N.  46,  W.  628,  8.  55,  W.  160  to  a]  Bed  A.,  the 
kst  two  courses  to  be  made  one  vis. — N.  58},  W.  675  to  a  Red  A., 
'irest  200  to  a  small  branch  of  Connemach,  600  to  a  W.  A.  on  the 
top  of  Laurel  Hill.rS.  55  W.  230,  South  154,]  these  two  to  be  one, 
cau  It  8.  84,  W.  340,  there  appears  to  be  a  long  Course  omitted,  S. 
48,  W.  160  to  a  P.  A.,  N.  75,  W.  40  to  a  Maple  N.  59,  W.  224 
W.  A.,  N.  32,  W.  30  to  a  Chesnut,  N.  63,  W.  191  to  a  W.  A.,  the 
last  oonne  is  not  marked  from  the  Chestnut  to  the  W.  A.,  8.  81,  W. 
286  to  a  B.  A.,  N.  60,  W.  156  to  a  8.  P.  A.  [N.  80,  W.  84,  N.  28, 
W.  16]  these  two  make  one  via.  N.  72,  W.  94,  N.  11,  W.  82,  W.  A. 
N.  50  W.  60,  N.  85,  W.  182  to  a  W.  A.  [N.  78,  W.  164,  N.  17, 
E.  28,  to  a  W.  A.]  N.  64,  W.  164,  make  the  last  two  one[N.  65, 
W.  66,  8.  61,  W.  122,  N.  79,  W  116,  8.  85,  W.  150  over  a  small 
branch  of  B.  L.,  8.  70,  W.  92  to  a  Ch't]  make  the  last  five  courses 
8.  84,  W.  520,  one  west  52  to  a  Ch't  [N.  80,  W.  132,  S.  81,  W.  80, 
S.  67,  W.  146,]  the  lust  three  to  be  made  one,  N.  83  W.  370,  N. 
80,  W.  118  to  a  B.  A.  S.  70,  W.  93,  N.  72,  W.  300,  S.  85,  W.  230 
8.  85,  W.  46,  8.  75,  W.  92  to  a  B.  A.,  S.  88,  W.  344  to  a  Gh.  A. 
S.  82,  W^  168  to  a  W.  A.,  S.  72,  W.  223  there  is  several  short 
Courses  omitted  here  to  a  W.  A.,  S.  58,  W.  80  to  a  W.  A.  at  the 
round  top  N.  68,  W.  308  to  a  W.  A.  in  Stewarts  field  the  last  line 
not  marked  in  the  woods,  N.  75,  W.  150  to  a  Walnut,  8.  77,  W.  44 
to  a  P.  A.,  N.  71,  W.  80  W.  A.,  8.  80,  W.  228  B.  A.,  S.  66,  W. 
260  B.  A.,  N.  78,  W.  248  to  a  W.  A.  on  the  Bank  of  Connemach 
about  40  perches  above  the  mouth  of  Black  Lick. 


Cebtifioate  No.  1. 

We  do  Certifv  that  we  have  travelled  the  new  Road  Opened  by 
Robert  Qalbraith  from  Frankstown  Over  Allegany  Mouutaitn&^^^nA 
it  well  finished  boih  as  to  digging  &  BnApni^  &  ^iitt  vi  ^xd^v^^^I 
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with  a  waggon  who  CroBsed  the  mooiltAin  With  u  ft  feand  116  diS- 
onltj,  But  seemed  to  go  over  with  caso.  WilheM  Oar  Bands  &i< 
24th,  Day  of  Noveinber  1789. 

•TAMES  KARR. 

DANIBL  TITUS. 


No.  2. 

I  Do  Certify  Thai  I  have  Travelled  itie  Kew  Roid  opened  By 
Bobart  Galbrath,  Esq.,  from  Frankatown  to  CoBomanghi  and  fouad 
it  Buffioiently  q>eDed,  aod  found  the  Digiog  and  BridgingCompIeatly 
finiBhed  whare  it  was  Neaarv  and  Likewise  Drove  My  Waggon  with 
upwards  of  Twenty  Hundred  over  the  Alegany  Mountains  with  Baas 
ifor  Did  I  find  any  difioulty  in  any  Parts  of  the  Road  so  for  as  I 
had  ocasion  To  travel  it.  Witness  My  Rand  this  Thirtyetb  Day 
of  November  1789. 

MIC'L  M'GniRE. 
No.  8. 

I  Do  hereby  Certify  that  I  have  traveled  the  New  Road  opened 
by  Robert  Oalbreath,  Esqr.,  from  Gonamagh  to  Franks  Town  and 
has  found  it  sufficiently  opened  digg'd  and  Bridg'd  ao  that  horses  ft 
Wagons  may  pass  and  repass,  one  wagon  I  have  seen  that  had  eame 
from  Frankstown  to  the  west  side  of  Laurel  Hill  and  heard  no  Com- 
plaints.   Given  under  my  hand  this  first  day  of  December  1789. 

JOSEPH  M'OARTNBY. 


Comptroller  General  to  President  Mifflin^  1790. 

Comptr.  Genls.  Office,  Jany.  7th,  1790. 
Sir, 

I  was  honored  with  the  perusal  of  the  fetter  of  the  Slat  nit,  ad- 
dressed to  your  Ezcelleticy  by  the  Honorable  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

As  that  part  which  relates  to  the  issue  of  Indents  for  intereal  on 
certified  debts  of  the  United  States  untill  the  end  of  the  year  1787| 
affects  the  interest  of  this  State  and  the  Citixens  thereof  very 
materially,  I  beg  leave  to  address  your  Excellency  and  the  Honble. 
the  Executive  Council,  on  the  subject. 

First,  with  respect  to  the  erpedttney  of  the  measure  of  continniog 

to  pay  interest  in  the  several  States,  the  Secretary  appears  from  his 

leiter  not  to  bo  acquainted  w\\.V\  \.Vi^  t^  situation  of  this  State  and 

the  public  CrcditOTB  Ihemn.    \iiAct  vii  h.^^\MBw^\Q.^w3^^\11^^ 
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Ap  imUfe  OreditotB  divest^  tbeuaeltei  of  their  OBrtificfttes^  and 
deliveired  t&em  on  loan  to  tfais  State,  Uklng  ttie  paper  of  this  Com- 
monwealth in  lieii  thereof.  As  soon  ha  this  State  oould  jTand  if  the 
hiatoTY  cit  thia  bnntteta  is  look^  back  tit>on,  it  will  he  foiind  that 
impeuments  wen  thrown  in  the  Way  thereof  bj  the  Board  of 
Treasury  nAder  the  former  government  of  the  United  States)  I  saj 
as  soon  as  the  Loan  Offioer  would  cotaamence  the  payment  biF  Indenta 
for  the  Stat^i  t  fnmished  him  with  Certificates  upon  wliich  we  were 
entitled  to  teeeive  tnteKst,  and  ever  since  have  oo'ntinued  from  time 
to  time  to  keep  aome  in  hia  handa  fot  Uiat  nurposei  and  at  present 
he  hath  a  oonndehible  tanibbet  )ret  nnflnishedi  aftho'  the  interest  yet 
iemdna  nnpaid  npon  inch  a  quantity  of  what  are  in  iny  poiBsession, 
aa  I  believe  would  ocoopj  Eighteen  months  or  two  years  of  an  Offi- 
cer with  one  or  two  Clerks  busily  employed  thetein  alone  for  that 
period  of  time,  therefore  no  delay  or  indiffereaoe  hath  happened  on 
the  part  of  the  State.  And  on  the  part  of  the  public  Creditors,  it 
waa  not  untill  March,  last,  that  their  Certificates  could  by  law  be 
returned  to  them,  and  when  that  Act  passed  they  were  yet  entitled 
to  receive  more  interest  from  the  States  upon  the  State  Certificates 
they  held,  and  this  operated  as  a  powerful  motive  with  them  to  re- 
tdn  them  untill  they  had  obtained  from  the  State  all  that  they 
could,  so  that  it  watf*  not  untill  the  oloae  of  October,  or  the  moith 
of  November,  that  the  individuals  pressed  to  exchange  and  take 
back  their  Certificates  of  the  United  States ;  since  that,  whenever 
Mr.  Smith  has  had  Indents,  Ihey  have  not  omitted  to  avail  them- 
selves of  the  provision.  If,  as  they  come  to  settle  with  me,  they 
cannot  draw  the  facilities  from  the  United  States,  the  greater  part 
of  original  Creditors,  especially  fVom  the  Country,  will  be  unable  to 
raise  money  or  possess  themselves  of  them  at  all.  It  is  in  vain  to 
say  they  may  have  them  at  New  York,  the  expcnces  of  a  Journey 
for  them,  with  the  loss  of  time,  would  amount  to  more,^  in  many 
eases,  than  the  value  of  the  whole  of  the  interest. 

If  these  observations  aire  true,  it  will  be  impolitic  in  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  Union  to  abolish  the  Loan  Office  in  this  State,  at  least 
for  some  length  of  time  to  come.  The  business,  if  it  is  to  be  done 
at  all,  will  occupy  the  same  length  of  time  in  one  place  as  another, 
and  the  most  convenient  to  the  State  or  to  the  people  should  cer- 
tainly be  preferred. 

In  the  next  place,  I  should  conceive  that  according  to  the 
distribution  of  the  powers  of  the  General  Government,  it  is 
out  of  the  province  of  the  Executive  of  the  Union,  or  any  branch 
thereof  to  continue  or  abolish  offices  at  pleasure.  The  Secretary 
seems  to  think  the  Loan  Officers  have  been  continued  by  him,  but 
I  think  they  have  owed  their  Continuance  as  well  as  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  General  Board  of  Aooounts,  and  other  officers  of  the 
United  States  in  virtue  of  their  former  appointments  under  the  lalA 
Congress.  The  Loan  Officers  continued  and  aelad  'aikdivt  >^«  \fi«ie\^x» 
form  of  general  jorernmcnt  before  iheSeoielarj  ol  V\i^  'It^^Kw^ 
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was  appointed ;  and  I  think  it  is  a  principle  agreed  to  generally  and 
recognized  by  the  General  Legislatnrei  that  the  Acta  and  if  the 
other  aot8|  the  appointments  of  the  late  CiOngreaB  are  in  force  under 
the  present  Government  of  the  (Tnited  States  nntill  altered  by  thow 
to  whose  branch  it  belong?  in  the  distribution  of  the  powers  by  the 
Oonstitution  thereof.  Nothing  but  the  truth  of  this  position  and 
the  exercise  of  it,  would  justiry  the  emitting  a  paper  medium  on  tha 
faith  of  the  United  States,  and  paying  the  interest  on  the  debts  of 
tho  Union,  which  acts  of  sovereignty  must  also  be  attributed  to  tha 
Secretary,  if  the  Loan  Officers  by  whom  the  Indents  have  been 
issued  and  the  interest  pud  out  under  bb  authority  only.  If  one 
part  of  the  Ordinance  of  Congress  oeases  to  have  operation  under  tha 
present  Government,  so  will  another. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  high  respect  Sir, 

your  moat  obed., 

very  humble  servant, 

JNO.  NIGHOI^ON.* 
January  6th,  1790. 

Directed^ 

His  Elxoollency,  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esqr.,  President  in  Council. 


D.  Brodhead,  S.  G.,toPbes.  Mifflin — Dkath  ofOeml.  Potteb, 

1790. 

Surveyor  Gen'ls  Office,  Jany.  11th,  1789.t 
Sir, 

The  District  No.  6  in  tho  New  Purchase  is  become  vao't  by  the 
demise  of  Gen'l  Potter,  and  Mr.  Robert  Galbraith  has  boon  recom- 
mended to  me  as  a  suitable  person  to  do  tho  surveying  in  it. 

It  is  necessary  that  a  Deputy  should  now  be  appointed  to  whom 

CBons  having  rights  therein  may  apply  (and  no  application  having 
n  made  by  any  of  the  decedants  family)  I  take  the  liberty  to 
recommend  Mr.  (J^albraith  to  the  Honorable  the  supreme  Ezecntire 
Council. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  perfect  respect, 

your  obed.  Serv't, 

DANIEL  BBODHBAD  S.  0. 

Direrieil, 

Ilis  Excellency  the  President  in  Council. 

»  Sec  Col.  Tlcc.,\o\.  XNl.,  ^.  ^*l-a. 

t  Should  be  ll^W— S^^i  CoV  Tii5ft.,N^\,T:H\.>Yft.  l&Rfc.'JJaa. 
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T.  McK£AN  AND  Qxo.  liAnMSR  TO  Pbxb.  MxFTUN|  1790. 

Philadelphia  January  lSUi|  1790. 
Sir, 

Mr.  James  Potter,  son  of  General  Potter  deotaaed|  applies  to  jowt 
Ezoellenpy  and  Coonoil  for  the  appointment  of  Deputy  Sarvejor  of 
the  distriot  in  the  new  purchase^  which  was  held  bj  his  father.  As 
this  joung  Gentlemen  executed  most  of  the  business  in  his  father's 
lifetime,  and  knows  the  several  tracts  which  have  been  surveyed^  we 
hnmbly  conceive  it  would  be  for  the  public  advantage  should  he  be 
appointed  to  this  office;  all  interfering  surveys  might  thereby  be 
prevented,  and  of  course  many  controversies  among  the  people  having 
warrants  there  avoided. 

We  beg  leavci  Sir,  to  recommend  Mr.  Potter  as  a  person  well 
qualified  for  the  station  he  solicits.  He  wrote  to  us  on  this  subject 
on  the  10th  of  last  month,  but  by  some  nnaccountable  delay  his 
letters  did  not  come  to  hfsd  mntil  this  week,  otherwise  we  flatter 
ourselves  there  would  have  been  no  embarrassment  in  thdv  affair. 
Mr.  McKean  incloses  the  Lr.  he  has  received  on  the  occasion. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  with 

great  regard  your  Excellency's  &  the 

Council's  most  obedient,  humble  servantii, 
THO.  MoKEAN, 
Di'recteJ,  GEO.  LATIMER 

Ilis  Excellency  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esq. 


JAMKs  PoTTsa  TO  Chixv  Justigb  McKsan,  1790. 

Penn's  Valley  lOth  Deo.  1789. 
The  Hon'ble  Thomas  McKean,  Esq., 
Sir, 

Doubtless  before  you  receive  this  yon  will  have  heard  of  the  death 
of  my  Father — ^The  district  in  the  new  purchase  for  which  Le  wa^ 
surveyor  will  of  Course  be  vacant — I  presume  that  from  my  Know- 
ledge of  that  Country  &  Experience  in  the  surveying  Busiuess  if  I 
was  appointed  to  succeed  him  in  the  district  I  could  do  the  Business 
as  much  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  public  as  any  other  man — My  age 
&  close  Confinement  at  Home  have  prevented  my  being  able  to  make 
many  Friends  in  Philadelphia  &  my  situation  renders  it  impossibio 
for  mo  to  go  there  at  present — I  must  therefore  sir,  presume  so  far 
on  your  goodness  as  to  solicit  your  Interest  in  obtaining  me  this 
appointment.  I  flatter  myself  1  shall  merit  your  approbation  &  give 
general  satisfaction  in  the  Discharge  of  the  office — ^yonr  attention  sir 
in  this  affair  will  lay  lasting  obligations  on  your  Friend  &  moat  ob^d.  ^^V 
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D.  Brodhead  to  Prks  MmuN^  1790. 

Surveyor  Oen'ls  office,  J:nj  13th,  1790. 
Sir, 

Since  I  had  the  Honor  of  recommending  Mr.  Galbraith  for  the 
dbtrict  of  late  General  Potter,  hia  son  waited  upon  roe  &  requested 
that,  as  he  had  done  the  greatest  part  of  the  business  in  that  district, 
he  might  succeed  his  Father  in  the  Deputation.  Had  Mr.  Potter 
applied  earlier  or  even  signified  to  any  of  his  Frienda,  a  wish  to  have 
the  District,  he  would  have  had  a  preference.  But  as  the  recommen- 
dation of  Mr.  Galbraith  is  now  before  the  Honorable  the  supreme 
Executive  Council,  I  conceive  that  any  other  step  than  what  I  now 
take  would  be  improper,  with  the  advice  of  that  Honorable  Board. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  perfect 

respect  Sir,  your  most  obed't  Servt. 

DANIEL  BBODHEAD  S.  G. 


Besiqnatiox  0?  Nathan  KinqsleYi  Justice  of  Peace,  1790. 

To  his  Excellency  the  President,  and  the  Supreme  Executive  Coun- 
cil of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 
Nathan  Kingslcy,  of  the  County  of  Luzerne,  commipBioiied  one 
of  the  judges  of  the  Courts  of  Quarter  Sessions  &  Common  Pleas  for 
the  County  aforesaid,  finding  it  impracticable  many  times,  by  reasoa 
of  high  water,  to  attend  Courts,  and  living  sixty  miles  from  the 
County  Town,  joined  to  the  smallness  of  the  fees  allowed  him  in  this 
behalf,  is  obliged,  from  necessity,  to  inform  Council  that  he  cannot 
in  future  serve  in  his  aforementioned  capacity.  Were  his  abode 
nearer  than  what  it  is  at  present  to  the  County  Town,  he  would  not 
think  of  resigning  his  office,  but  would  continue  in  it  with'plcasure  and 
satisfaction.  The  fall  and  Spring  sessions  happen  at  a  time  in  which 
the  Waters  are  high,  and  of  consequenoc  make  his  traveling  not  only 
expensive,  but  very  difficult  &  dangerous.  The  time  of  attending, 
coming  to  and  returning  from  Courts,  takes  up  so  considerable  a  part 
of  the  seasons  of  Summer  and  fall,  that  he  is  obliged  to  Dcglcct  his 
agricultural  pursuits,  to  the  singular  injury  of  his  intrist.  From 
these  considerations,  he  desires  Council  to  accept  his  resignation  and 
take  such  other  Order  in  directing  the  choice  of  another  Judge  in 
his  District  as  to  them  shall  seem  meet. 

NATHAN  KINGSLEY.* 
Wilksbarre,  Jan'y  14,  1790. 

♦  8w  Co\.  B«i,,yol.  XVL,  p.  269. 
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.  Bbodhead,  Suay£Toa  OinebaL|  to  Frss.  HiFfLnii  1700. 

Surveyor  Gen'ls  Office,  Jao'j  20th;  1700. 

I  have  appointed  Mr.  James  Potter,  deputy  Surveyor  of  District 
imber  six,  in  the  new  Purchase  become  vacant  by  the  death  of  his 
Ether,  and  submit  his  appointment  for  the  approbation  of  the  Su- 
1  Executive  Council. 


I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  Sir, 

your  most  obod't  Sorv't, 

DANIEL  BRODHEAD,  S.  G.* 
ireeied, 

His  Excellency  the  President  in  Council. 


Pess.  Mifflin  to  Sec't  of  Treasury  U.  S.,  1790. 

Philada.,  26th  Jan'y,  1790. 
Pf 

I  do  myself  the  Honor  to  transmit  to  you  A  Statement  of  the 
Uio  Debt  of  Pennsylvania,  &  of  the  Fund  provided  for  the  pay- 
nl  thereof,  as  required  by  Act  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
the2IstSept.  last.f 

An  Account  of  the  Loan  Office  Certificates  &  other  public  Seen- 
ies  of  the  United  States  in  the  Treasury  of  the  State,  will  be 
insmitted  in  a  short  time. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  perfect  Esteem,  Sir,  yr.  obt.  Serv't, 

T.  MIFFLIN. 

Alexander  Hamilton,  Esquire,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the 
lited  States. 


Oapt.  John  P.  Sohott  to  Exeoutiyi  Council,  1790. 

The  Supreme  Executive  Council, 
ntlemen : 

foQ  have  been  pleased  to  tstablish  a  Troop  of  Light  Dragoons  for 
■  Coun^,  and  have  Commissioned  me  to  Command  the  same ; 
.  aa  the  County  is  but  poor  yet,  those  who  Ingaged  to  serve  in 

♦  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XVL,  p.  266,  267,  268,  261. 
t  See  Col.  Rec.,  7oI.  XVI.,  pp.  266-0. 
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the  Troop  are  not  able  to  furnish  themselves  with  Swords  &  Pistoli) 
as  they  can't  get  them  without  Gash ;  arid  wherOi  as  they  are  in  the 
line  with  ether  Melishsi  do  request  your  Honourable  Board  to  fi- 
nish us  with  forty  Swords  k  pistols,  a  Standard  and  Trumpet,  and  I 
will  acoount  for  the  same ;  and  am,  with  the  Greatest  Respect| 
Gentlemen,  your  Host  Obedient 

and  Moet  Humble  Serranti 

JOHN  P.  SCHOTT. 

Directed, 

Supreme  Executive  Council,  ^  Hon'bla  L.  Butler,  Esqr.,  Philt- 
delphia. 

Jndorudf 

1790,  January  29th.    From  GaptaSn  John  P&nl  Schott.    Bead 
January  29th,  1790. 


Seo't  TaSASUBY  U.  S.  TO    PbIS.  MlFFUN,   1790. 

Treasury  Department,  Feb'y  8d,  1790. 
Sir, 

I  am  honored  with  the  Bieceipt  of  your  letter  <tf  the  26th  of  Uit 
month,*  inclosing  a  Statement  of  the  Public  Debt  of  Pennaylvaaia. 
Bo  pleased  to  accept  my  acknowledgments  for  the  attention  yon 
have  paid  to  this  Bufajeot|  and  to  believe  me,  with  Sentiments  of  per- 
fect respeot^ 

Your  Excellency's  Obedt,  hbla.  Serv% 

A.  HAMILTON, 
Seo'y  of  the  Trcas'y. 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Mifflin,  President  of  the  Sute  of  Penn- 
i^lvania. 


Maj.  Tnos.  Pbootor  to  Pbes.  Mifflin — WABmKOTOii^a 
BihthdaV,  1790. 

Sir, 

I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  acquaint  jonr  Excellency,  and  dM 
Honourable  The  Executive  Council,  that  the  11th  Ittstantf  wffl  1m 
the  birth  day  of  the  Illustrious  the  President  of  the  Uniled  Statoi 
of  America — and  should  It  be  thought  etpedieni  by  yottir  fion'bb 
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qij  «9  tDQouBoe  febe  woe  bj  n  eortuii  Qmnber  of  DiaehftrgM  from 
2  pdn.|  yoar  EzoelleDoj  will  be  pleased  to  eignify  the  nme  to 
joar  ExoelleDo/s  Obedieat  Berrant, 

THOMAS  FSOGTOR,  Migoc. 
FUIadelphia,  Feb'j  8d,  1700. 

Bib  Ezoellency  Thomas  Mifflio,  Philadelphia. 


RnoLUTioN  OF  AssmvLY,  1790. 

State  of  Pennajlvaaia. 
In  General  Assemblj. 

Wednesdaji  Febmarj  10, 1700,  A.  M. 
^  notion. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Lnti  be  added  to  ihe  Oommittee  appointed 
leqember  8  last,  to  ooofer  with  Coaneil  on  the  snbjeefc  of  a  defenoe 
F  the  Soath  West  frontier  of  this  State  against  the  hostile  inenniou 
f  tfae  Indians* 

Sxtnot  from  the  Minntes, 

PETER  Z.  LLOYD, 

Clerk  of  the  General  Assembly. 


Lieut.  Benj.  Elliott  to  Pass.  Miitun,  1790. 

Huntingdon,  Feb  y  11th,  1790. 
lir, 

Ree'd  yonr  Letter  dated  Dee'r  24th,  1790,  (;1789]  a  few  days  ago 
T,  the  hand  of  Mr.  Alexander  M'Dawl,  requesting  me  to  give  an  aeo't 
f  my  offloial  transaetions  as  Lient't  ojf  Uontin^on  County,  as  far 
he  rsame]  should  be  communicated.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  how 
ar  that  may  extend ;  however,  will  give  you  such  Information  now,  and 
t  all  times,  agreeable  to  your  request,  as  yon  may  think  necessary.  I 
maeommissioned  the  tbirtyeth  day  of  Novr.,  in  the  year  1787,  while 
.  member  of  the  Convention  for  ratifying  the  Federal  Government: 
t  was  some  time  after  before  I  oame  home  to  enter  on  the  duties  ox 
he  Office.  Against  the  May  following,  had  one  Batalion  aranged, 
lod  they  had  Chosen  their  Offieers,  tno'  not  commissioned ;  they 
net,  some  for  the  purpose  of  doing  their  duty,  &  others  for  the  Pur- 
KMO  of  making  a  Royet  which  they  effected  about  the  Federal  Gov- 
romenty  in  which  Royet  I  was  very  ill  used  by  a  aenoeV^v^  "^^^^xXx^ 
rtio  was  inf  sBod  by  a  inimb«r  of  falae  VntAica&oui  1&mX.^\  Ximeq^ 
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Prirately  eiroalated  bj  people  who  wm  eneymiefl  to  the  FedenI 
Government. 

This  ferment  was  kept  ap  for  better  than  a  year  by  some  dengniDg 
Character,  who  is  now  bound  over  to  the  first  Supreme  Conrt  in  thii 
County.  For  these  reasons,  &  not  being  soported  by  OovemDieDt, 
had  it  not  in  my  power  to  git  the  Malitia  of  this  County  Plroperlj 
Organized  until  Octr.,  1789,  at  which  time  the  seoond  Batalion  did 
not  Muster,  not  from  any  Contempt,  but  for  want  of  being  notiffsd 
by  their  Colonel,  who  was  indisposed  at  the  time  he  should  luve 
notifyed  them. 

Our  Malitia  is  now  in  midling  good  order,  as  will  appear  by  the 
Inclosed  aco't,  which  I  wish  transmitted  to  the  register  &  Gomptroler 
when  you  have  taken  a  Yew  of  them.  Aff  for  any  observations  on 
the  Malitia  Laws  is  a  task  that  I  am  not  competent  to ;  howerer, 
think  that  part  of  the  Malitia  Law  that  Subjects  Officers  to  tryai  bj 
a  Court  Martial  for  not  notifying  their  Batalion  or  Com'y,  might  be 
improved  by  ading  a  fine  for  dillinqninoies  of  this  kind  that  could 
not  be  altered  by  a  Court  martial.  Degrading  &  Casheering  don't 
answer  the  Purpose  with  a  Number  of  the  Present  Malitia  Offioen, 
who  are  men,  perhaps,  that  have  a  very  Contemptible  opinion  of 
the  Word  Honour — am  of  opinion  that  the  present  Government  will 
make  an  Improvement  in  the  Choice  of  Malitia  offioen,  whieh,  I 
hope,  will,  in  some  measure,  answer  the  objection  that  1  have  pointed 
out  to  one  part  of  the  Malitia  Law. 

I  am^  Sir^  your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  Servant, 
Directed,  BENJ'N  ELLIOT. 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Mifflin^  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Penosjlvania. 

Hon'd  by  Mr.  M'Martree. 


Thomas  Rtxbson  to  Pres.  Miffliu,  1790. 

Assembly  Boomi  11th  Feb'yi  1790. 
Sirs, 

I  have  the  Honor  to  inform  you,  that  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution 
of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  8th  Decmr.  last,  the  Committee 
appointed  '<  to  confer  with  Council  on  the  subject  of  a  defence  against 
the  hostile  incursions  of  the  Indians  on  the  South-west  Frontier  of 
this  State,"  arc  ready  to  attend  to  that  business  whenever  Council 
shall  signify  their  pleasure  concerning  the  Premises. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  great  respect.  Sirs, 

your  most  obed't  8erv't| 
Directed,  THO.  BYERSON. 

The  Honble.  The  PieiaOLCfiil  k  %a^^fis«t  ^-uno&i^  <3AWMil  of 
Pennsylvania. 
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Judges  M'Exan  and  Atlxb  to  Fftss.  MivfliN|  1790. 

Philadelphia,  Vebraaiy  15Ui|  1700. 

Siiv 

ne  Jadges  ha?e  been  infonned|  that  a  negro  man|  named  Londoni 
the  alaye  of  Major  James  Dizoni  of  Dauphin  oonntji  ia  oonfined  in 
the  goal  there  for  killing  bj  a  kick  in  the  groin,  a  poor  man  named 
JaooD  Grooo  in  last  month ;  and  that  a  aneedj  trial  is  desiredi  for 
fear  of  escapei  the  ffoal  at  Louisburgh  not  oeing  finished.. 

As  there  is  no  other  occasion  for  the  Jadges  to  go  into  that  connty 
at  this  time,  nor  probably  will  be  until  next  Autumn,  and  the  expence 
to  the  connty  would  be  too  considerable  for  them  to  go  there  for  the 
trial  of  a  single  prisoner,  they  humbly  submit  to  your  Excellency  & 
the  Gonnoil  whether  it  may  not  be  expedient  to  issue  a  commission 
of  Oyer  &  Terminer  and  general  goal  delivery  for  Dauphin  oonntyi 
to  three  or  more  of  the  most  respectable  citizens  of  siud  countyi  for 
the  trial  of  such  offenders  as  may  be  then  confined  in  goal. 
We  haye  the  honor  to  be, 

with  great  regard,  Sir, 

your  Excellency's  most 

obedient,  humble  seryant, 
THO.  M'KEAN, 
WILL'M  ATLEE. 

Joaeph  Montgomery,  Esquire,  Christopher  Kucker,  Esquire,  Jamea 
BnrdjEsqnire,  Alexander  Qraydon,  Esquire,  William  Brown,  EsquirSi 
of  Danphin  County. 

DirecUd^ 

His  Excellency  Thomas  MiflUn,  Esquire,  President  &  Commander 
in  chief  of  Pennsylvania. 
Indortedf 

Bead  in  Ooaneil,  Feb'ry  17th,  1790.* 


Beoeiveb  Ge5'l  to  Gommittek  of  Council — ^Islahos  iir 
Ohio,  &c.,  1790. 

Philad'a,  16th  February,  1790. 
Gentlemen, 

In  conformity  to  your  Instructions  this  morning  I  beg  leave  to 
report  the  cireumstancea  which  have  come  to  my  knowledge  respect- 
ing the  situation  of  three  Islands  in  the  Rivers  Alleghany  and  Ohio, 

*  There  ia  no  reoord  of  it  on  the  minutes  of  this  d«btt^\.>i«  «%>m««  %^^M^B»^ 
were  probsbij  intended  for  the  jury. 
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known  by  the  names  of  Chartien*  or  HamiUon*9  Idand^  ooeapied 
by  John  Hamilton,  WlhofCs  Island,  in  the  possession  of  Wiiliam 
Wihony  and  Hulittgs's  Idand,  oocnpicd  by  Samnel  Hulings. 

On  the  17th  November,  1788,t  The  Supreme  Ezecntive  Council 
by  their  resolve  of  that  date  fixed  the  value  of  Willson'a  Island 
containing  83  acs.  }  &  7  perches,  at  10s.  ygl  acre,  payable  in  Gold  or 
Silver,  and  that  of  Ghatiers  or  Hamiltons  containing  136  Acres  21 
perches  at  20s.,  in  like  money,  and  vested  a  right  of  preemption  in 
and  to  said  Islands,  in  said  Wilson  &  Hamilton  respectively,  provided, 
that  application  and  compliance  with  said  Terms  should  be  made  bj 
them  within  six  Months  thereafter.  On  the  80th  of  the  same 
Month,  John  Irwin,  of  Pittsburg,  Esq.,  made  Application  to  the 
Beceiver  General's  Office,  in  doe  form  on  behalf  and  by  the  instruc- 
tions of  William  Willson  for  Wilton* %  Island^  "  engaging  a  perfect 
and  punctual  compliance  with  the  Terms,  &c.  /'  and  Mr.  Irwin 
still  holds  himself  responsible  for  this  ^  money,  so  that  it  became 
unnecessary  to  furnish  Wilson  with  any  further  notice.  Some  short 
time  after  I  sent  notice  to  Mr.  John  Hamilton,  respecting  his 
Island,  by  some  member  of  the  Legislature,  whose  name  I  cannot 
now  recollect,  but  fearful  that  this  notice  might  not  get  to  hia  hands 
in  due  season,  I  sent  a  very  particular  notification  bearing  date  28th 
March,  1789,  a  copy  whereof  is  filed  in  the  office.  On  the  20th  of 
November,  1788,  Council  by  their  Resolve  of  the  same  date,  in 
conse<iuence  of  Samnel  Huling's  Petition,  valued  Huling's  Itiawf, 
containing  about  forty  Acres  at  Is.  6</.  Specie  ^  Acre,  and  also  vested 
a  right  of  preemption  thereto,  in  said  Hulings,  provided  that  applict- 
tion  and  compliance  with  the  aaid  Terms  ihonld  be  made  by  kin 
within  six  Months  after  that  time.  In  this  case  I  did  not  send  any 
notice  in  as  much  as  I  understood,  Hulings  himself  had  Petitioned 
Council  annexed  to  which,  there  was  also  a  recommendation  signed 
by  John  Irwin  and  Hugh  Braokenridge,  Esquires,  with  several  other 
Gentlemen  of  Pittburg,  from  some  of  whom,  if  at  all  necessary,  I 
conceived  he  would  certainly  receive  notice. 

I  just  beg  leave  to  add  that  the  Terms  have  not  yet  been  eom- 
plied  with  by  sny  of  these  Gentlemen,  nevertheless  I  verily  believe 
John  Irwin,  Esq.,  will  soon  pay  for  Mr.  Willson's  Island.  Colonel 
Cook  of  Fayette,  now  offers  a  compliance  with  terms  on  behalf  of 
Mr.  Hamilton,  and  as  for  Mr.  Hulings,  no  person  as  yet  having  made 
any  tender  of  money  at  the  Receiver  GeneraFs  office  on  his' behalf, 
I  therefore  can  say  nothing  with  respect  to  him. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  Servant, 

FRA8.  JOHNSTON,  R.  0. 
Directed^ 

The  Honorable  Amos  Gregg,  Esquirei  and  others  Committee  of 
Council. 

*  See  Col.  Kee.,  Vol.  XVI.,  ^^  '^^^  ^»^-    «^»^  Vol.  XV.,  pp.  608,  Cll. 
t  See  Col.  Kec.,  Vol.  XV.,  pip.  Wi%,  ^iK». 
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Pass.  Mitflin  to  Assembly^  1790. 

Id  Counoil, 

Philad'a,  Febraarj  20th;  1700. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  yon  a  Resolve  of  Coanoil  of  this 
ny,'^  relative  to  a  petition  from  a  namber  of  Inhab.  of  Northampton 
y.i  residing  on  or  near  the  Nescopeok  Road,  &g. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with 


Rmolution  op  General  Assembly,  1790. 

State  of  Pennsylvania,  In  General  Assembly, 

Saturday,  March  6th,  1790— A.  M. 
^n  motion  of  Mr.  Rawle  seconded  by  Mr.  Gamey. 
Resolved,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  take  into  their  con- 
deration  the  present  state  of  the  fands  arising  from  Militia  fines  in 
le  several  counties  of  this  state,  and  to  confer  with  the  Supreme 
izeoutive  Council  relative  to  the  manner  in  which  the  Act  entitled 
An  Act  to  establish  a  board  of  appeal  within  the  several  oountics 
of  this  State,  and  to  grant  exonerations  in  cases  of  Militia  fines," 
MB  been  carried  into  execution. 
Ordered,  that  Mr.  Gurney,  Mr.  McDowell  and  Mr.  Johnston   be 
committee  for  the  purposes  contained  in  the  foregoing  resolution. 
Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

PETER  ZACHARY  LLOYD, 

Clerk  of  the  General  Assembly. 
^ireciedf 
Francis  Gurney,  Esquire. 


Lesolutions  op  General  Assembly — Excise  on  Liquors,  1790. 

State  of  Pennsylvania,  In  General  Assembly, 

Tuesday,  March  9,  1790,  A.  M. 
The  Committee  appointed,  March  5,  on  the  petition  of  a  number 
\t  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Westmoreland,  made  report  which 
ras  read,  and  on  motion,  and  by  special  order,  the  same  was  read 
he  second  time  and  adopted  as  follows  viz. 

*  There  is  no  allusion  to,  or  rcsol?o  on  this  p^U^ioii  Qi[i  \Xi«  wo^oXft^  ^'t 
iiat  date. 
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The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the  inhahi- 
tants  of  Westmoreland  ooontj,  report — ^That  the  Exctse  raised  upon 
Spirituous  liquors  being  appropriated  for  the  discharge  of  the  intereit 
duo  on  the  dopreoiation  of  pay  of  our  late  Army,  and  aa  no  other 
fund  has  yet  been  assigned  for  the  aforesaid  purpose  it  would  be  al« 
together  improper  to  take  away  or  lessen  it  until  said  debt  b  •■« 
sumed  by  the  United  States — The  hint  given  respeeting  the  Excise 
Officer  is  of  too  much  importance  to  be  neglected  and  with  others  of 
a  similar  nature  appears  to  require  the  immediate  attention  of  the 
Executive ;  impressed  with  these  ideas^  the  Committee  are  induced  to 
submit  the  following  resolution,  yii. : 

Resolved,  That  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Westmoreland 
county,  be  transmitted  to  the  President  and  Supreme  Executive 
Council  for  their  information,  who  are  particularly  requested  to  take 
the  most  effectual  means  in  their  power  to  compel  all  delinquent 
Excise  Officers  to  pay  into  the  State  Treasury  all  monies  due  for  Ex- 
cise whether  in  the  hands  of  said  officers  or  of  individuals. 
Extract  from  the  Minuted. 

PKTER  Z.  LLOYD,  Clerk  of 

the  General  Assembly.* 
Indorsed^ 

Kead  in  Council  March  11th,  1790,  Ist  time. 
Directed^ 

The  honorable  The  Supreme  Executive  Council. 


Petition  op  Inhabitants  op  Westmoreland  County — Excise 
ON  Liquors — 1790. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen   of  Pennsjl- 
vania,  in  General  Assembly  met. 

The  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Westmoreland  County— 
Humbly  Shcweth. 

That  your  petitioners  are  greatly  aggrieved  by  the  present  opera- 
tion of  an  Excise  Law,  passed  on  the  19th  day  of  March,  1783,  by 
which  we  are  made  subject  to  a  duty  of  four  pence  per  gallon  on  all 
spirituous  liquors  distilled  and  consumed  amongst  us  from  the  pro- 
ductions of  our  farms,  even  for  private  and  domestic  uses.  It  is 
generally  believed  that  excise  laws,  in  all  nations  and  at  all  periods, 
have  given  greater  disgust,  and  created  greater  tumults  amongst  the 
people,  than  any  other  species  of  taxation  ever  adopted  for  the  rais- 
ing of  revenue ;  we  do  not  hesitate  to  declare,  that  this  law  has  al- 
ready been  productive  of  all  those  and  many  other  evils,  and  that  it 
is  the  only  one  passed  since  oar  revolution  that  has  been  treated  with 

*  Sec  Co\.  "R^.,  N  oV  'S.W,-^.  ^00 . 
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iflin]  dinpprobatioii,  and  reflected  npon  with  Qniversal  abhonenee 
1  detestation :  and  rooh  has  been  the  resentment  of  many  of  onr 
leur  eitiiens,  which  we  are  sorry  to  have  oooision  to  oonfess,  that 
ijr  havei  upon  several  oooasionsy  prooeeded  to  unwamntabla 
wtfis  in  Ofypoeing  its  operations. 

We  do  not  deny  that  we  are  as  strongly  rooted  in  the  habitS|  and 
Mwh  addicted  to  the  nse  of  spiritooos  liquors  as  oar  brethren  in 
» «utem  part  of  the  state :  having  emigrated  from  among  them, 
cannot  be  condemned  for  carrying  their  oastoms  along  with  us. 
tt  indopendant  of  habit,  wo  find  that  the  moderate  nse  of  spirits  is 
entiaUy  necessary  in  several  branches  of  our  agricnltore. 
[n  this  new  country,  labourers  are  eiceedingly  scarce,  and  their 
•  excessively  high,  and  we  find  that  liquor  proves  a  necessary 
ens  of  engaging  their  service  and  securing  their  continuance 
iim^  the  several  important  seasons  of  the  year,  when  the  pressing 
toof  Ubour  must  be  attended  to,  let  the  conditions  be  what  they  may. 
r  these  reasons  we  have  found  it  absolutely  necessary  to  introduce  a 
niber  of  small  distilleries  into  our  settlements,  and  in  every  chrde 
twenty  or  thirty  neighbours,  one  of  these  are  generally  erected, 
rely  for  the  accommodation  of  such  neighbourhood  and  without 
f  commercial  views  whatever.  The  proprietor  thereof  receives  the 
\m  (rye  only)  from  the  people,  and  returns  the  stipulated  quantity 
liquor,  after  retaining  the  toll  agreed  upon.  In  this  manner  we 
I  supplied  with  this  necessary  article,  much  upon  the  same  oondi^ 
DS  that  our  mills  furnish  us  with  ^ur ;  and  why  we  should  be 
de  subject  to  a  duty  for  drinkiog  our  grain  more  than  eating  it^ 
tms  a  matter  of  astoDishment  to  eveiy  reflecting  mind. 
These  distilleries,  small  and  insignifioant  as  they  are,  have  always 
}n  classed  among  the  first  objects  of  taxation,  and  have  been  high- 
estimated  in  the  vsluation  of  property.  This,  we  conceive,  might 
ly  suffice,  without  extending  revenue  to  the  mean  and  humble 
mufiMture  produced  by  them. 

With  as  much  propriety  a  daty  might  be  laid  on  the.  rye  we  feed 
oor  horses ;  the  bread  we  eat  ourselves,  or  any  other  article  maau- 
ttured  from  the  products  of  oar  own  farms. 
Our  remote  situation  from  the  channels  of  commerce,  has  long 
9  prohibited  the  use  of  all  imported  liquors  amongst  us,  and  as  we 
)  aiming  at  independence  in  our  manner  of  living,  we  have  neither 
I  abilities  or  inclination  to  aspire  to  their  use.  We  freely  resign 
)m  to  our  eastern  neighbours,  whom  Providence  has  placed  under 
)  meridian  rays  of  oomfnereial  affluence,  and  whose  local  sittiatioa 
ifer  on  them  many  enjoyments  which  nataro  has  denied  to  us; 
1  whilst  they  are  revelling  in  the  luxuries  of  the  most  bountiful 
eign  climes,  we  are  perfectly  content  with  the  humble  produce  of 
r  own  farms,  and  it  is  our  only  wish  to  bo  permitted  to  enjoy  them 
freedom. 

We   beg   that  wo  may  not  be  considered  aa  uuCd^ii^Vs  ^  ^^ 
ipoTtiDgvfMgovcrDment,  which  we  bo  hVgUj  afngtNi^^^^^ai^  ^'^ 
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Pennsylvania.  We  have  too  exalted  ideas  of  the  blessings  deriving 
from  it,  to  ever  suffer  such  tboaghts  to  harbour  in  our  breotta. 
The  paymont  of  the  state  tax  has  always  been  submitted  to  with 
cheerfcdness,  and  paid  to  the  utmost  of  oar  abilities.  And  here  we 
cannot  forbear  expressing  our  astonishment  at  the  suspension  of  a  tai 
so  just  and  equitable  in  its  nature,  whilst  the  excise  complained  of 
is  continued  to  be  exacted  with  rigor.  We  have  reason  to  belicvs 
that  the  produce  of  this  excise  will  amount  to  the  same,  or  perhaps 
exceed  that  of  our  state  tax,  and  if  we  had  any  security  for  the  nek 
produce  thereof  getting  into  the  treasury,  it  would  afford  some  con- 
solation ;  but  from  the  flagrant  delinquency  which  we  have  experi- 
enced from  many  of  our  revenue  officers  in  this  county,  as  well  as 
from  a  want  of  confidenoe  in  the  present  excise  officer  and  his  securi- 
ty, our  fears  are  greatly  awakened  upon  the  present  occasion. 

We  find  that  the  security  required  by  law  from  this  county,  is  fixed 
at  the  low  rate  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  only,  when  it  ii 
probable  that  the  sum  to  be  collected,  may  amount  to  one  thousand. 
On  this  circumstance  we  shall  only  remark,  that  there  are  few  men 
in  the  present  day,  who  would  not  readily  forfeit  and  pay  a  penalty 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  provided  they  could  put  a  thou- 
sand in  their  pockets  by  so  doing. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  we  reflect  upon  the  many  instances  of 
liberality  and  general  encouragement  which  the  legislature,  as  well 
as  many  respectable  societies,  have  given  through  the  course  of  some 
years  past,  for  rendering  ourselves  still  more  independent  of  foreign 
nations,  by  promoting  and  improving  every  branch  of  our  own  man- 
ufacture; wo  therefore  flatter  ourselves  that  the  present  assembly 
will  no  longer  suffer  a  law  to  remain  in  existence  which  is  so  evi- 
dently calculated  to  counteract  the  virtuous  designs  of  those  respecta- 
ble bodies,  and  which  proves  so  universally  obnoxious  to  the  people 
of  this  western  world.  We  therefore  humbly  pray,  that  the  several 
observations  herein  stated,  may  be  taken  into  serious  consideration, 
and  that  the  present  excise  law,  so  far  as  it  extends  to  the  laying  of 
a  duty  or  imposition  of  any  kind  whatever,  upon  liquors  made  or 
distilled  from  the  productions  of  this  state,  may  be  fully  and  speedi- 
ly repealed.  And  your  petitioners  as  in  duty  bound  will  praj.* 
Chrbtoph  Waldhauer,  Michael  Waldhauer, 

Hugh  Donelson,  Joseph  Waldhauer, 

Pierce  Walaghan,  Jacob  Waldhauer, 

James  Stinson,  George  Waldhauer, 

Gasper  Waldhauer,  Aaron  Teegadden, 

Young  Ghristoph  Waldhauer,  his 

Johannes  Lautsenheiser,  Peter  X  Studibaker, 

John  Robertson,  mark 

John  Irwin,  Jacob  Studibaker, 

William  Porter,  Valentin  Weisskopf, 

*  As  this  is  copied  from  &'^T\ii\ft^^ikTA>\)ivU,  it  is  probably  only  one  of 
several  In  oiroulation  Tot  a\fpan\nt«»— ^Xa  ^'Ookcu  tax  VsraoD^^.  ^toA  of  tke 
names  arc  in  Qcrman  cbatwiiw*  wi^mtk.^  xiav.  >^^kw!1^t^\^  ^^sw^v 
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9«iidrieh  StendeneD, 
Johannes  Hessa, 
iCbristophel  Wdsakopf, 
Abraham  Studibakeri 
John  Stadibaker, 
Adam  Budibagh^ 
Dkyid  LogaD| 

A  Petition  To  the  care  of  James  Barr  and  Jao.  Baird  Bepresen- 
ilives  for  Westmoreland  Go. 


Bobt  WatMm, 
Oao.  MeWillimmSy 

his 
David  Q  Miller, 

mark 
Andw.  Moore, 
Wm.  MoDowell. 


SlCRKTART  BiDDLI  TO  GlERK  OF  A8SlBfBLT|  1790. 

Seorj's  Offioe,  PhiU^a.,  March  10th,  1790. 
Bf, 

Hr.  Maclay,  delegate  from  this  state  to  Gongress  has  requested 
».b«  famished  with  the  several  Insptotion  Lawa  of  this  state,  and 
a  Gonnoil  are  not  possessed  of  more  than  one  compleat  oopy  of  the 
Aws,  joa  will  be  pleased  to  direct  Mr.  Martin  to  famish  the  Laws 
jMsed  in  the  2nd  and  8rd  sessions  of  the  13tb  Assembly,  and  that 
elating  to  flour  passed  the  5th  of.  April|  1781,  to  be  forwarded  to 
f  r.  Maclay. 

I  am  Sir,  your  most  obedient  Servant, 

JAMES  TBIMBLE, 

for  GHAS.  BIDDLE. 
Tirectedj 
Peter  Z.  Lloyd,  Esqr. 


Pass.  Mifflin  to  Pres.  United  States — Indians,  1790. 

In  Gouncil,  Fhilad'a,  March  10th,  1790. 
!ir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  your  Excellency,  a  Letter 
rbich  has  been  addressed  to  the  Executive  of  this  State  by  several 
ery  respectable  inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Washington  in  Penn- 
ylvania;  in  which  thev  represent  <<  that  man^  mischiefs  have  taken 
Maoe  in  that  Gounty  for  several  years  past  from  the  hostile  Incur- 
iona  of  the  Indians  and  that  from  the  present  aspect  of  Indian 
flEaira  in  the  western  and  South  western  Countries  the  same  are 
k^y  to  continue,"  and  requesting  the  Interposition  of  Council  with 
be  president  of  the  United  States  in  behalf  of  iVi^  lT&^\VuiXak  ^V 
VnibiDgton  County. 


674  PSNNSTLTANIA.  ABOHITES  1790. 

Mr.  Rjerson,  a  Member  of  oar  Legislatnro  who  has  rabieriM 
that  Letter,  will  have  the  Honor  of  waiting  on  jour  Bzcellenej  ni 
will  give,  lif  it  should  be  thought  proper,  full  Infomuitaon  <m  tbe 
Subject. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  the  greatest  Respect, 
your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  most  humble  Servant^ 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Directed^ 
His  ExoelloDOj,  The  President  of  the  United  States. 


Pbes,  Mifklin  to  AssE/iBLT— Constitution  U.  S.,  1790. 

I&Coanoil, 

Philadelphia,  March  19th,  1790^ 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  to  be  laid  before  the  Oeaeiii 
Assembly,  a  Letter  from  His  Bx'y  Oovemor  Martin,  ft  a  oopj  of 
a  Resolution  of  the  Convention  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  witk 
several  amendment  by  them  proposed  to  become  part  of  the  CoMd* 
tation  for  the  future  Government  of  the  Dnited  Statea. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  great  Respect,  Sir, 

your  most  obedient  and 

most  humble  Servant, 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Letter  Feb'y  20th,  1790. 
Novr.  23rd,  1789. 


Samtjsl  Yauqhan  to  Secretary  Biddle,  1700. 

Front  Street,  22d  March,  1790. 
Sir, 

With  the  President's  approbation,  I  sent  to  Mr.  Wm.  Bartnm  to 
assist  in  making  a  list  of  the  Trees  &  Shrubs  wanted  to  supply  the 
Statehouse  Garden.  This  list  together  with  the  estimation  b  in 
your  possession,  if  approved  of,  it  may  k  should  be  auickly  &  well 
executed  by  him,  as  he  is  fully  competent  to  the  business,  which  I 
conceive  not  to  bo  the  case  of  the  English  Gardiner  proposed,  who 
not  being  aKx^uainted  with  the  productions  of  this  Country  &  who 
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hftth  neither  ability  to  jadgo  or  means  to  proonre  the  varietj  neoes- 
mj  to  Bopply  those  destroyed  or  dead. 
I  am,  Sir, 

your  most  humble  serv't, 

SAM.  VAUQHAN.* 
Directed^ 

Gharki  BIddle,  Esqr.,  Secretary  of  CoanoiI|  Philada. 


ComCITTIE  OF  ASSEBCBLY  TO  PrES.   MlFFUlf,   1790. 

Sir, 

The  house  of  Assembly  haying  appointed  a  committee  to  confer 
with  the  Supreme  Executive  Council,  '^relative  to  the  subjects 
V  contained  in  the  letter  from  the  Register  General  to  the  house 
''dated  Feb'y  16th,  and  the  letters  from  the  Comptroller  General, 
"dated  the  16th  &  20th  of  February,  and  4th  of  March/'  I  b^ 
leave  to  enquire,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee,  at  what  time  we  shaJ 
haTe  the  honor  of  waiting  upon  Council. 
I  am  with  the  greatest  Respect, 

your  Excellency  &  the  Council's 

most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

W.  RAWLB, 
Chairman  of  the  Committee. 
Dxrectedy 
His  Excellency,  the  President  of  Supremo  Executive  Council 


Pres.  Mifflin  to  Assembly,  1790. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  March  22d,  1790. 
3ir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  for  the  information  of  the 
General  Assembly  A  Letter  from  his  Excellency  the  President  of 
the  United  Statesf  <'  respecting  the  Mischiefs  which  have  been  done 
for  several  years  past  in  the  county  of  Washington  in  this  State." 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  the  greatest  Respect  your  most 

obedient  and  most  humble  Servant. 

*  See  Vol.  X.,  p.  420. 
f  Gen'l  Washington's  letter  dated  March  15,  in  answer  to  iSi^  \»T%»AR:\iJC% 
[letter  of  ihe  lOth-^ee  page  67 S- 
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Zebulon  Butler  to  Pres.  Miftlin,  1790. 

Wilksbarre,  March  26^  1790. 
Sir, 

By  the  desire  of  Coro  Spalding  and  M aj'r  Kingsley,  of  the  second 
Battallion  of  this  County,  I  write  to  your  Excellency  and  Council  to 
inform  of  the  eztreanie  hardships  under  which  the  soldiery  and  Offi- 
cers labour  in  all  assembling  at  one  place  on  muster  days.  The 
District  of  the  Battallion  is  rising  of  seventy  miles  in  length,  and  to 
oblige  those  living  at  the  two  extreems  to  meet  at  a  central  place  is 
to  put  them  to  much  expence  and  fatigue — From  this  oireomstance 
the  above  Gentlemen  are  led  to  imagine,  that  the  attendance  of  the 
men  will  not  be  so  general  as  will  be  necessary  to  the  furtberenoe  of 
order  and  military  advancement,  The  men  will  much  rather  sab- 
ject  themselves  to  fines,  than  encounter  the  difficalty  of  travelling 
thirty  miles  in  roads  exceedingly  bad,  with  still  worse  stages  for 
accommodation.  These  are  therefore  to  request,  if  consiatant  that 
the  Battallion  in  two  or  mere  divisions,  and  at  two  or  more  different 
places,  as  also  at  on  different  days,  may  be  reviewed — much  more 
punctual  attendance,  they  imagine,  will  be  given  and  the  measure 
gratefully  acknowledged  by  the  men  composing  the  Battallion.  If 
Council  should  think  it  unnecessary  to  go  so  formerly  info  the 
subject,  they  request  an  order,  (if  ooosistant,)  may  be  given  to  the 
Licu't  of  the  County,  to  make  such  arrangements  in  the  premises  as 
to  him  shall  seem  most  judicious. 

I  find  that  all  Certificates  given  by  the  Commissioners  of  the 
several  Counties  for  the  exoneration  fines  by  late  information  most 
be  on  file,  one  of  which  given  by  the  Commissioners  of  this  County, 
I  sent  some  time  since  to  Council,  I  wish  that  it  may  be  transmitt^ 
back  that  the  Law  may  bo  complied  with. 

I  herciu  inclose  a  return  of  the  first  and  second  Licu't  elected  on  the 
25th  ins't  in  the  light  Infantry,  to  fill  the  Vacancies  occasioned  bj 
the  removal  of  Lieu't  Seeleys  and  Lieu't  Bailey  resignation,  and  I 
also  wish  information  whether  or  not  the  Officers  of  Cap't  Drakes 
Company  are  to  be  commissionated. 

In  the  mean  time, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 
your  Excellency  most 

obedient  and  very  bumble  serv't, 

ZEB'N  BCTLER,* 

Directed^ 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Mifliin,  Esqr.,  Philadelphia. 
*  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  817. 
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BcsoLTrnoNS  of  Osnkhal  Assbhblt— Sivxbs,  1700. 

Stata  of  Pennsylvania  In  General  Aasembly, 

Wednesday,  March  Slst,  1700  P.  M. 

The  report  oo  that  part  of  the  Message  of  Counoil  whioh  respects 
ihe  navij^on  of  the  RiTers  Delaware,  Schoylkill  and  Susquehannah, 
read  March  27thy  was  read  the  second  time  &  adopted  as  follows  Tiai. 
The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  that  part  of  the  Mosssge  of 
the  President  and  8upream  Executive  Council  which  relates  to  the 
reports  of  the  Commissioners  appointed  to  view  tho  Delaware^  the 
Schuylkill,  and  the  Susquehannah  in  pursuance  of  the  aot  of  assem- 
bly passed  the  28th  of  September,  1780»  beg  leave  to  report,  That 
the  surveys  directed  appear  to  have  been  made  with  great  care,  accu- 
racy and  judgment  and  upon  the  whole  to  warrant  the  inference  that 
the  waters  of  those  rivers  may  in  general  be  rendered  navigable  with  as 
little  difficulty  and  ezpence  as  those  of  any  rivers  in  the  United  States. 

But  it  appears  to  the  Committee  to  be  expedient  previous  to 
proceeding  in  the  execution  of  any  part  of  the  great  design  proposed 
by  the  Legislature,  that  proper  measures  should  bo  taken  to  ascertain 
the  most  practicable  communication  between  the  £astem  and  West- 
em  limits  of  the  state. 

The  Commissioners  appointed  were  from  the  direction  of  the  law 
confined  to  the  investigation  of  the  navigable  waters  of  the  Delaware 
the  Schuylkill  and  the  Susquehannah  and  the  Streams  which  com- 
municated with  them. 

The  Resolution  which  the  Committee  will  propose  is  calculated 
to  obtain  a  clear  and  satisfactory  knowledge  of  those  internal  parts 
of  the  state  hitherto  unexplored.  For  these  purposes  to  ascertain 
the  most  convenient  and  practicable  place  for  connecting  the  waters 
of  tho  rivers  already  mentioned,  with  the  Allegany,  I^ke  Ontario, 
and  Lake  Erie.  And  in  cases  where  portage  by  land  will  be  neces- 
sary, to  examine  the  face  of  the  Country  and  report  the  most  suitable 
places  for  Landings  and  roads. 

The  State  of  Pennsylvania  appears  to  the  Committee  not  only  to 
be  calculated  from  its  natural  advantages  for  those  improvements 
which  will  facilitate  its  internal  commerce  and  promote  the  wealth 
and  population  of  its  territory,  but  to  be  the  probable  grand  channel 
of  future  communication  between  the  Eastern  and  Western  extrem- 
ities of  the  United  States.  And  hence  it  is  conceived  that  to  neglect 
the  acquisition  of  proper  materials  for  the  formation  of  a  general  plan 
upon  the  most  liberal  principles  within  the  abilities  of  the  Common- 
wealth would  be  inconsistent  both  with  our  interest  and  our  reputation. 

The  following  resolution  is  therefore  submitted,  viz. 

Eesolved  that  the  president  and  Supreme  Executive  Council  le 
and  they  are  hereby  authoriaed  and  requested  to  appoint  three  suit- 
able and  skilful  persons  Commisttoners,  who  shall  proceed  as  soon  as 
may  be,  to  the  head  of  the  Quetapahilla  and  from  thence  shall  proceed 
to  the  Swatara  and  down  the  Swatara  to  iVie  %\iac^OciVCi\it^D^)  ^^^ 

29» 
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passing  over  that  part  of  the  Susqaehannah  which  haa  been  alreadj 
cxamiDed  by  the  Commisjiioners  herein  before  mentioned,  they  shall 
ascend  to  the  mouth  of  the  Juniatta  where  they  shall  reoommenoo 
the  examination  proposed  and  proceed  op  the  Susquehanna  to  San- 
bury,  and  thence  up  tlie  west  Branch  to  Sinnamahoning  and  up  the 
Same  to  the  Ounce  place  (so  called)  or  such  place  on  the  main  faraneh 
or  the  west  branch  of  Sinnamahoning  aa  will  connect  most  eaaQy  with 
any  practicable  branch  of  the  Allegany,  the  Gonaua,  Toby's  Greek 
or  any  other  which  may  discharge  itself  into  the  Allegany  nearest 
to  the  mouth  of  French  Creek,  and  thence  examine  French  Creek 
up  to  Le  Bccuf  and  the  portage  to  Presqne  Isle. 

That  they  also  examine  and  explore  any  nearer  and  more  oonve- 
nient  communication  which  may  be  effected  by  land  or  water  with 
Lake  Erie.  That  such  Commissioners  thence  return  down  the 
Allegany  and  examine  the  same  from  the  mouth  of  French  Creek  to 
the  Kishkemanottas,  and  up  the  Kishkemanettaa  to  the  Connemaugb, 
and  up  the  Connomaugh  to  its  forks  with  Stony  Creek  and  from  tbo 
same  by  the  nearest  branches,  which  can  be  improved  by  canal  or  lock 
navigation  to  the  shortest  portage  which  may  be  found  to  the  Franks- 
town  branch  of  Juniatta  at  or  near  the  month  of  Poplar  run,  where 
Patrick  Casadj  now  live?,  and  down  the  Frankstown  branch  of  Juniatta 
to  the  head  of  water  Street  where  the  Commissioners  of  last  year  con- 
cluded the  report  of  their  work. 

That  the  President  and  Supreme  Executive  Council  be  also  author- 
ized and  requested  to  appoint  three  other  suitable  and  skilful  men 
to  explore  the  Country  and  ascertain  the  best  road  and  shortest  dU- 
tance  from  the  Delaware  near  the  forks  of  the  Mohawk  and  popackton 
Branches  to  the  great  Bend  on  the  Susquehanna  &  thence  proceed 
down  the  Susquehanna  to  the  mouth  of  Tioga,  and  from  thence  to 
the  junction  of  the  East  &  West  branches  of  Susquehanna.  That 
on  their  return  from  thence  the  said  Commissioners  be  directed  to 
explore  the  Lehoigh  from  its  head  to  the  turnhole,  and  also  to  examine 
and  explore  the  Tobchanna  and  the  Schuylkill  from  Hamburg,  where 
the  Commissioners  before  mentioned  concluded  their  work,  to  the 
mouth  of  Tamngaay  or  little  Schuylkill  as  far  as  good  raft  navigation 
may  be  supposed  to  extend.* 

That  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  expcnccs  of  such  examination 
and  surveys,  the  I'resident  and  Supreme  Executive  Council  be  and 
they  are  hereby  authorized  to  draw  Orders  on  the  Treasurer  of  the 
State  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  six  hundred  pounds  to  be  charged  to 
the  fund  in  and  by  the  act  of  Assembly  before  mentioned,  appropri- 
ated for  claims  &  improvements. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

PETER  Z.  LLOYD, 
Indorsed,  Clerk  of  the  General  Assembly. 

Read  in  Council,  April  Cth,  1790,  and  Timothy  Matlack,  John 
Adluni,  Samuel  Mnclay,  Reading  IIowcU;  Frcd'k  Antes  &  Wiirm 
Dean  appointed. 

*  Sec  Co\.  Uw.,No\.  YNV,\^.^V5>,^V^,^'iV 
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F.  P.  B0B8  10  J.  Tbxmbub,  E0Q.**-Pnr8X»v,  1790. 


Ik»  Ckat  of  the  Widdow  Hoioer,  Mr.  Ohsmben  Iim  wiote  «• 
i|BaitiDg  that  I  woold  mika  AppUeafeioii  for  m  Order  te  iior 
M..  If  I  reooUeot  righi|  I  did,  k  there  wee  an  Order  gnnted 
KHiiitia  finee  of  Northumberland  Oonntyi  But  thej  not  being 
siivn^  no  Giah  was  to  be  had,  k  the  papeni  together  with  thk 
'f  were  again  pat  into  my  hand  to  try  to  get  a  Diift  on  eooM 
pfodnetifo  fiind;  that  being  impoBsible  to  be  obtained^  I  have 
,e  affidr  rest,  &  hare  all  the  papen^  togeAer  with  tha  Order 
Aentioiied,  among  my  papers  at  Laneaeler.  Fleaie  to  let  Mr. 
aea  the  minutes  of  Oonnou  on  this  Business. 
I  am  yr.  humble  serr'ti 

O.  BOSS. 
lMareh/1790. 

f  James  Trimble,  pres't 


JkB   jEffTESSDNj  SiOBK'Y    OV    StATB,  TO    PrES.  MrTLIN — 

Census,  1790. 

Offioe  of  Secretary  of  State^ 
March  Slst,  1790. 

aTO  the  honor  to  send  you,  herein  enclosed,  two  copies,  duly 
nticatcd,  of  the  Act  providing  for  the  enumeration  of  the 
itants  of  the  United  States  :  also  of  the  Act  to  establish  an 
m  rule  of  Daturalisation :  slso,  of  the  Act  making  appropriations 
,e  support  of  Ooyemment  for  the  year  1790j  and  of  neingi  with 
Mnts  of  the  most  perfect  respect, 

Your  Ezcellenoy's  most 

obed't  &  most  h'ble  servant, 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 
I  Ezoellenoy  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


i.  HUTOHINBON  AND  WiSTAR  ON  InSPICTOB  OF  PoT  AND 
PSABL  ASHJBS,  1790. 

the  Law  respecting  Potash  was  formed  with  a  view  of  aseer- 
ig  tho  value  of  that  artiolOi  by  the  examination  of  its  obxiona 
MS,  as  well  as  by  ohemieal  analyiiaiit  la  iin^wssasr}  ^doa^  "^ea 
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Inspector  jaliQiild  be  qatlifiod  in  both  ^spe«ti— 4iiii  aH  opinion  of 
the  qualifications  of  a  Candidate  which  is  derived  from  a  verbil 
examination  (as  ours  hath  necessarily  been)  may  be  very  erroDeooi; 
ior  by  praoiiee,  %  pe»on  may  aoqnira  great'  deileirity  in  Jndgiag  of 
ihittgi  by  their  external  qoalitiM^  &  yefc  not  be  aUa  to  gm  m 
koconnt  Df  the  prinoiples  which  regalato  hb  jadgment— &  on  tb 
other  hand>  at  there  is  great  Tariety  in  thd  appesnnoe  of  Pomhi 
.when  the  Taloo  may.  not  be  materially  difiereiit,  a  person  who,  by  hii 
chemical  knovIedgOi  oonld  give  a  reasonafaie  aooount  of  tlio  nlije^ 
and  even  make  a  proper  analysis  of  it,  may  be  mooh  **^*^ 
when  he  judges  by  external  appearances  only. 
. .  The:  Subambers,  therefore,  do  not  offer  their  opinkm  with  BO0I 
canfidenccy  and  after  promisiog  this,  they  beg  leave  ta  inlionn  tki 
Hon'ble  Council  that  it  appears  to  them,  from  the  examination  tbej 
have  madci  that  Monsr.  De  Plaine  hath  acquired  a  considenble 
degree  of  experience  respecting  the  manufacture  of  Potaah|  k  tlie 
various  appearances  it  may  present,  &  is  well  informed  of  the  nature 
&  chemical  qualities  of  alkaline  Salts  in  general,  &  therefore  11 
qualified  for  the  office  in  question,  and  that  Mr.  Ebeneier  Gowell 
hath  also  acquired  a  Considerable  degree  of  experience  in  the  mano- 
facture  and  various  appearances  of  that  article.'*' 

JAMES  HUTCHINSON, 
CASPAR  WI8TAR,  Jonr. 
March  31st,  1790. 


John  Chalonxb  ap^^pinted  Auctioneeb,  1790. 

PhUadelphia,  April  Ist,  1790. 
Sir, 

You  will  particularly  oblige  me  by  proposeing  to  Hia  ExoelleMj 
The  President,  and  The  Supreme  Excootlve  Council,  the  foUoving 
persons  as  my  Sureties,  who,  if  approved  off,  will  immediately  sign 
the  necessary  bonds. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  Sir, 
Your  most  obd.  Serv't, 

JOHN  CHALONER. 

Tho's  Lee,  Merchant,  in  front  Street  between  Market  and  Arch 
Street. 

Leonard  Dorsiey — do — comer  of  84  &  Arch  Street.f 
Directed  y 

Charles  Biddle,  Esqr.,  Secretary  of  Council. 

♦  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XYL,  pp.  S09,  812. 
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GOMMISaiONEES    TO  VIEW  SiyiB8|  1790. 

In  Counoil,  Phikdelphia,  April  6th,  1790. 
moil  resumed  the  Coosideratipn  of  the  Resolution  of  the 
f4  Anembly  of  the  3 let  of  March  last,  and  thereupon  Timothy 
sky  John  Adium  and  Samuel  Maolaj,  were  appointed  Commis- 
B  to  examine  and  survey  the  Waters  of  Quattapahillla,  Swatara, 
)f  Susquehana,  and  Juniata  Rivers,  the  Waters  of  Sinnama- 
;  Creek,  part  of  the  Waters  of  Allegany  Rivers,  Presque  Isle, 
-:ftnd  Frederick  Antes,  Reading  Howell  and  William  Dean, 
kbo  appointed  Commissioners  to  explore  the  Country  near  the 
waters  of  the  Delaware  River,  East  Branch  of  Susquehanna, 
{ the  Rivers  Lehigh  and  SchuylkUl,  agreeably  to  the  oirections 
said  Resolution  of  Assembly. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

JAMES  TRIMBLE, 

for  CHARLES  BIDDLE,  Scc'ry.^' 


ON  or  Western  Tebritort  bt  N.  CABOUNAr-rAoczPTED 
1790. 

Office  of  Secretary  of  State, 

April  6th,  1790. 

ave  the  honor  to  sendjyou  herein  enclosed  two  copies  duly 
nticated  of  the  act  to  accept  a  cession  of  tho  claims  of  the  state 
rth  Carolipa  to  a  certain  district  of  western  Territory ;  also  of 
Bt  to  prevent  the  exportation^  of  Goods  not  duly  inspected 
ling  to  the  laws  of  the  several  states,  and  of  being  with  senti- 
of  the  most  perfect  respect, 

your  Excellency's  most  obedient, 

&  most  h'ble  servant, 

TH.  JEFFERSON.f 
tedj 

\  Excellency,  The  P^ident  of  Pennsylvania. 

tedf 

id  in  Council,  April  15th,  1790,  and  answered. 

♦  See  CoL  Rac.,  Vol.  XVI.,  pp.  816,  819. 

t  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  23Ji;aiid  088  of  this. 
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BisoLimox  Of  Absxmblt-^Powdxb  HagazinIBi  1790. 

State  of  PenMylTania, 

In  Qenenl  Assenblj, 

Tneaday,  April  6, 1790,  A.  M. 

The  report  of  the  oommittee  appointed  to  eonfer  with  the  SnpnoM 
Ezeontive  Coanoil,  read  yesterday,  was  read  the  aeoond  time;  and 
the  resolution  therein  eontained|  as  followS|  being  under  oonaideifr 
tion,  via. — 

Resolvedi  that  the  President  and  Supreme  Executive  Coondl  be 
and  they  are  hereby  authorised  to  contraot  for  the  purchase  of  a 
suitable  lot  of  ground  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  thereon  a  magamw 
for  the  stonge  of  gun  powder  and  and  also  to  contract  for  erectinf 
such  buildiuff  on  such  construdions  and  such  dimensions  as  win 
conduce  to  Ac  security  of  the  public  in  this  instance.  And  that 
this  house  will  at  their  next  session  by  law  make  proviaion  for  the 
expences  of  such  purchase  and  building/' 

On  the  question,  will  the  house  aeree  to  the  sud  resolution  f 

The  Teas  and  Nays  beiDg  called  thereon  by  Mr.  Kennedy  and 
Mr.  Mitchell,  were  as  follows,  ?ii.— 


Yeas. 

1  Lawrence  Sockle, 

2  Jacob  Hiltsheimer, 
8  William  Rawle, 

4  Francis  Ourncy, 

5  Samuel  Ashm^, 

6  Thomaa  Paul, 

7  Thomas  Britton, 

8  EHm  Boys, 

9  G^rardus  Wynkoopi 

10  Valentine  Opp, 

11  John  Chapman, 

12  James  Bryan, 

13  Richard  Thomas, 

14  Henry  Bering, 

15  John  Miller, 

16  Thomas  Clingan, 

17  Jacob  Schmyser, 

18  Thomas  Lilly, 

19  William  Godfrey, 

20  Jonathan  Hogo, 

Nays. 

1  Richard  Downing, 

2  James  Cunningham, 
8  John  Stewart, 

4  Thomas  Kennady. 
6  David  MiUbell, 


Yeas. 

21  John  Ludwig, 

22  Nicholas  Lots, 

23  Daniel  Leinbach, 

24  Conrad  Tbrie,  junr., 

25  James  Marshall, 

26  Herman  Husband, 

27  Jacob  Reiff, 

28  Jonathan  Roberts, 

29  Benjamin  Markleyi 

80  James  Vans, 

81  Jacob  Miley, 

82  John  Carson, 

88  James  McKnigfat, 

34  Obadiah  Oora^ 

85  David  Stewart, 

86  John  Nevill, 

87  John  Harris, 

88  Hugh  Lloyd, 

89  Richard  Riley. 

Nays. 

G  John  Moore, 

7  John  Baird, 

8  James  Barr, 

9  James  Allison, 
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quMi  BjenoBi  14  JamM  Johnaton, 

Q  Oilinesty  15  John  Bhea. 

i^  Fipleji 
was  carried  in  the  affirmative. 

Bxtraet  from  the  minutei. 

PETER  Z.  LLOYD, 
^  Clerk  of  the  General  Assembly. 

j; 

ID  CouQoili  April  9th,  ,1790|  and   referred  to  Colonel 
)qL  WilliDg  and  Mr.  Bead. 


3XI0NB  TO  Commissioners  yor  Reyiswinq  Riysrs,  1790. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  April  8ih,  1790. 
len, 

oil  haying  in  pnrsnanoe  of  the  endoeed  Besolntioii  of  the 

Assembly  of  the  thirty-first  dsj  of  March  last,  appointed 
nmissioners  for  the  purposes  expressed  in  the  first  part  of 

Resolution. 

trill  without  delay  proeeed  to  the  head  of  the  Quittapahilla, 
im  thence  to  the  Swatara,  and  down  the  Swatara  to  the 
lanna;  then  passing  over  that  part  of  the  Susquehanna, 
las  been  already  examined  by  the  Commissioners  appointed 
2nd  of  October,  1789 ;  you  will  proceed  to  the  month  of 
liata,  where  yon  are  to  re-commenoe  the  examination  pro- 
ind  proceed  up  the  Susquehanna  to  Sanbory,  and  tbenoe  up 
Bt  Branch  to  Cinnamahoning,  and  up  the  same  to  the  Canoe 
so  called,)  or  such  place  on  the  main  Branch  pt  Cinnama- 

as  will  connect  most  easily  with  any  practicable  branch  of 
egany,  the  Consua,  Toby's  Creek,  or  any  other  which  may 
je  itself  into  the  Alleeany  nearest  to  the  mouth  of  French 

and  thence  examine  French  Creek  np  to  Lo  Bceuf  and  the 
I  to  Presque  Isle;  you  will  also  examine  and  explore  any 
ind  more  convenient  communication  which  may  be  effected 

or  water  with  Lake  Erie ;  that  you  will  then  return  down 
egany,  and  examine  the  same  from  the  month  of  the  French 
to  the  ELiskemenetas,  and  np  the  Kiskemenetas  to  the 
uigh,  and  np  the  Conemaugh  to  its  forks  with  Stony  Creek, 
m  the  same  by  the  nearest  branches  which  can  be  improved 
tal  or  Lock  navigation,  to  the  shortest  portage  which  may 
id  to  the  Frankstown  Branch  of  Juniata,  at  or  near  the 

*  See  Col  Eec.,  VoL  XVL  p.  ^\^. 
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mouth  of  Poplir  ran  where  Patrick  Cassady  now  lives,  and  dowB 
the  Frankstown  branoh  oi  Juniata  to  the  head  of  Water  Street, 
where  the  Commifisioners  of  last  year  concluded  the  report  of  their 
work. 

If  any  difficulties  occur  in  the  execution  of  the  duties  required  of 
you  by  these  Instructions,  you. will  give  information  thereof  to  the 
Supreme  Executive  Council  that  such  difficulties  may,  if  possible,  be 
removed. 

When  you  have  compleated  the  Business  you  will  make  report  to 
the  Board  of  yonr  prooeedings,  together  with  an  Estimate  of  the 
Expence  that  may,  in  your  opinion,  be  necessary  to  carry  the  nid 
Besolution  into  execution. 

Council  have  thought  proper  to  allow  you  seventeen  shillings  and 
sjx  pence  per  diem  for  your  services  in  this  business,  including  yoor 
personal  expences. 

The  Charges  which  may  necessarily  arise  from  the  hire  of  Horses, 
Boats  and  Assistants  will  be  allowed  by  Council ;  at  the  same  time 
it  is  earnestly  recommended  to  you  to  avoid  every  unnecessary 
expence  and  delay. 
Indorsed^ 

To  the  Oommisidoners  appointed  to  explore  the  Western  Waters, 
Timothy  MaUack,  John  Adlum  and  Samuel  Maolay,  Elsqrs. 


PrEB.  MiFVLIN  to  DlLXQATKB  IN    CONGRESS— MUSTABD,  1790. 

I  the  House  of  Bepreacntatircs 
In  Council,  10th  April,  1700. 


-The  Delegates  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  House  of  Bepreacntativcs  of 
the  United  States,  at  New  York. 


■  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honor  to  send  to  yon  a' memorial  addressed  to  the 
House  of  RepresenUves  of  the  United  States  bv  the  Manufaetarer 
of  Mustard  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  to  which  memorial  Council 
request  you  to  give  that  support  which  may  be  most  consistent  with 
your  Ideas  of  puUie  Utility. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with 

the  greatest  Bespect,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  and  most  humble  Servant, 
""  '  THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 

*  Bee  Col.  Rec,  VoL  XVI.,  p.  816,  827. 
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SscBiTABY  01  Stats  to  Prks.  Mitiun,  1790. 

New  York,  April  15th,  1790. 
Sir, 

I  haye  the  honor  of  aendiDg  you  herein  inclosed  two  copies  duly 
antbenticated  of  the  act  to  promote  the  progress  of  useful  arts,  and 
of  being  with  sentiments  of  the  most  perfect  respect 
your  Exoellenoy'fl  most  obedient 

ft  most  humble  serrant, 

TH.  JEPPERSON.* 
Directed^ 

fib  £zcelleney,  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


Secretary  of  War  to  Pres.  I^Iifflin — Indian8|  1790. 

War  Office,  April  16th,  1790. 
Sir, 

By  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  I  have  the 
honor  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  the  copy  of  the  letter  which 
his  been  forwarded  to  the  Lieutenant  of  Washington  County  in  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Your  letter  of  the  10th  of  March  last  with  the  representation 
which  accompanied  the  same  from  Washington  county  wore  laid 
before  the  Congress  for  their  information,  ft  hss  been  iu  contem- 
plation to  s£ford  as  general  &  efficient  protection  to  the  frontiers  as 
oould  be  reasonably  expected,  but  the  means  to  that  end  not  having 
yet  been  decided  upon  by  Congress  and  the  season  of  Indian  incur- 
sions fast  approaching,  the  President  has  been  induced  to  direct  the 
measure  contained  in  the  enclosed  letter  as  a  temporary  expedient. 
The  same  measure  precisely  has  been  at  the  same  time  extended 
to  the  exposed  countiea  of  Virginia  lying  along  the  south  of  the 
Kiver  Ohio. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

your  most  obedient  Humble  Servant, 

H.  KNOX,t 

Secretary  of  War. 

Directed^ 

His  Excellency,  the  President  of  the  commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

♦  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XVL,  p.  247. 

t  Col.  Bee,  VoL  XVL,  p.  840. 
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SEoasTA&T  OT  War  to  Liexttenant  or  Washington  Countt— 
Indians,  1790. 

.   Copy. 

War  offiooy  April  IStli,  1790. 

Sir, 

A  Copy  of  a  letter  signed  by  Alozander  Addiaon,  James  Ron, 
Thomas  Kjcrsoo,  and  Henry  Taylor,  four  inhabitants  of  Wasbinfftoa 
county  and  dated  the  25tb  of  January  last,  has  been  transmitted  bj 
his  Excellency  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esqr.,  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  by  him  laid  before  Congress  together  with  other  papen 
of  the  same  nature. 

From  this  letter  it  appears  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  said 
county  were  exposed  to  the  incursions  of  Indians  in  like  manner  u 
the  Inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Virginia  lying  along  the  upper 
parts  of  the  Ohio. 

The  president  of  the  United  States  haying  been  induced  on  the 
application  of  some  of  the  said  counties  to  direct  me  to  empower 
the  Lieutenants  of  said  Counties  to  employ  certain  patroles  termed 
Scouts  for  the  protection  thereof,  and  as  it  is  his  desire,  that  the 
protection  should  be  extended  to  all  the  exposed  frontiers,  he  hai 
directed  me  to  transmit  to  yon  a  discretionary  power  ii^  the  like 
manner  as  has  been  transmitted  to  the  counties  of  Virginia. 

I  do  therefore,  Sir,  in  the  name  of  the  Prondent  of  the  United 
States  authoriae  yon,  if  in  your  Judgment  the  appearanoes  of  danger 
are  Such  as  to  require  the  measure  to  eall  forth  the  Scouts  herein 
mentioned  and  under  the  regulation  described. 

let,  That  the  number  of  men  so  called  forth  shall  not  exceed  the 
nnmbcr  which  usually  heretofore  have  been  allowed  by  Virginia, 
and  upon  no  pretenoe  to  exceed  the  number  of  eight  men. 

2d,  That  the  pay  or  expence  of  the  said  Scents  shall  not  exceed 
the  pay  and  expence  heretofore  usually  allowed  by  Virginia. 

8d,  That  the  said  Scoutsshall  not  be  continued  in  service  longer 
than  the  exigence  shall  require. 

That  when  the  said  Service  shall  be  performed  the  following 
evidence  will  be  required. 

Firstly,  a  return  of  the  names,  ages  and  Residence  of  the  said 
Scouts. 

Secondly,  an  abstract  of  the  pay  of  the  said  Scouts  Specifying 
the  exact  days  in  which  they  were  so  employed.  The  pay  to  be 
regulated  by  the  lowest  price,  in  the  respective  ooontieay  in  which 
the  service  may  be  performed  and  on  this  point  you  and  the  eon- 
manding  officer  will  be  particularly  accurato.  I  have  been  informed 
that  5s.  Virginia  currency  perr  day,  has  been  given  to  each  of  the 
Scouts.  If  this  high  price  has  been  given,  it  must  form  the  exceae 
to  be  given  on  the  ]^tl  ol  \.\i^\^iv\\AA^XaX«i^. 
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Thirdly,  an  aeoonnt  of  rational  each  ration  being  Stated  at  not  a . 
hi^er  rata  than  6p.  per  ration. 

Fonrthl J,  all  theoe  papera  moat  be  signed  and  oeriified  on  oath  bj 
the  eonnty  LientenantS|  or  eommanding  offieer  of  eaeh  eoonty  and 
trmnamitted  to  Brigadier  General  Hamar  in  order  to  be  delivered 
to  the  paymaster  of  hia  Regiment  who  will  have  the  aeeonnta  paaaed| 
and  draw  the  money  for  the  aamo.  The  money  ao  drawn,  to  be 
paid  by  him  to  the  eoonty  laeutenantri  who  moat  prodnoe  to  him 
the  reoeipta  of  the  individuals  for  whom  the  money  was  ao  drawn. 

The  eommanding  offieer  will  abo  iasne  a-reaaonable  quantity  of 
powder  ft  Ball  for  the  aaid  Seouta  to  the  county  Lientenanta. 

This  meaanre  la  to  be  eonsidered  only  as  a  temporary  expedient 
nntil  either  the  danger  eeaaes,  or  some  general  arrangement  of 
defenee  shall  be  made.  Yon  will  please  to  acknowledge  ue  receipt 
of  thia  letter  and  to  inform  me  of  the  meaaorea  which  yon  may 
adopt  in  eonaeqnenoe  thereof,  or  of  those  which  were  in  operation  at 
the  time  of  ita  reoeipt 

I  haTB  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

your  most  obedient  Berv't, 

♦Signed,       H.KNOX, 

Secretary  of  War* 
Dtrerted; 

The  Lientenant  of  Washington  county.  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


MXMOBTAL    01'   WlLLTAM    SeMPLV,  LATX  A    SuB-UKnTKNANT  OV 

City  of  Philadelphia,  1790. 

The  petition  and  Memorial  of  William  Semple,  late  a  Sub  Lieutenant 
of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  1790,  To  the  Honblo.  The  President 
and  Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 

May  it  please  your  Honble.  Body  to  look  back  into  your  records, 
where  you  will  find  that  your  memorialist  was  appointed  a  Snb- 
Lieutenant.  as  set  forth  above,  under  thq  Lieutenant  William  Henry, 
Eaqr.,  in  the  year  1777.  That  he  was  in  that  employment  at  the 
time,  when,  after  the  battle  of  Brandy  wine,  &c.,  the  British  troops 
invested  the  City  of  Philadelphia.  On  the  first  alarm,  after  their 
croesing  the  River  Schuylkill,  when  Congress  and  your  Honble. 
predecessors  left  the  City,  (Mr.  Eittenhouse  being  sent  into  the 
Coanitj  on  poblick  bnsineee)  he  had  all  the  monies  and  pnbliok 
papera  of  his  office  (then  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Rittenhouse)  safely 
eonveyed  on  board  a  shallop  ready  to  proceed  to  Trenton.  And  that 
on  the  day  they  advanced  and  attacked  some  of  oar  troo^  aA  tA^ 

*  See  CoL  leo^  YoL  X¥l.,  p.  MO. 
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.  RisiDg  San  tavern,  on  the  Gcrmtntown  road,  be,  when  alone  in  the 
actual  duties  of  that  office,  had  a  great  manj  of  both  publiek  and 
private  arms  conveyed  oat  of  the  City — and  continued  so  long  in 
year  service  that  day,  that  he  was  within  ten  minntee  of  being  taken 
at  Frankfort  Bridse,  by  a  party  of  the  Boemy's  light  horM.  The 
night  following,  after  being  ordered  by  Colonel  Hamilton,  Qoieiil 
Washington's  Aid  de  Camp,  he  followed  and  endeavonriog  in  vain 
to  rally  a  regiment  of  Militia,  he  afterwards  oondaoted  part  of  the 
arms,  &o.,  of  the  City  to  AUentown. 

About  this  time,  he  sold  to  Capt.  Lang,  belonging  to  the  Clothier's 
department,  a  considerable  quantity  of  clothing,  for  whioh  he  neter 
has  been  able  to  procure  a  final  settlement,  either  by  Mr.  Stille, 
agent  for  Congress,  or  through  Mr.  Nichollson,  comptoller  general 
for  Pennsylvania.  Tour  petitioner  humbly  requests  to  know  how 
this  account  can  be  settled. 

On  the  evacuation  of  the  City  by  the  British,  he  again  entered  in 
the  employment  of  his  office,  and  continued  in  it  for  some  time,  and 
until  he  conceived  that  there  was  not  sufficient  employment,  when 
he  voluntarily  sent  in  his  commission  and  resignation  to  your  hono- 
rable predecessors.  And  altho'  it  was  not  at  that  time  his  intention 
to  charge  any  thing  for  his  services,  yet  now  that  he  has  experienced 
a  series  of  misfortunes,  and  is  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  depending 
on  his  friends  for  common  support,  he  hopes  that  the  Honorable  the 
Supreme  Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania  will  see  the  juatioe  and 
propriety  of  allowing  him  the  wages  annexed  to  his  office  for  the 
time  he  served  therein.  And  your  Memorialist  and  Petitioner,  ai 
in  duty  bound;  shall  ever  pray,  &c.J 

WILLIAM  SEMPLE. 

Philadelphia,  15th  April,  1790. 

Directed^ 

The  Honble.  the  President^  &  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania*    Present. 


P&ES.  MlTPIJN  TO  Sbc'T  JsrFSBBON* — CESSION  01  L^NDS  IBOM 

NoETH  Carouna,  1790. 

In  Council,  Philadelphia,  April  15th,  1790. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  Receipt  of  your  Letter  of  ths 
6th  Instant,  with  two  Copies  of  the  Act  of  Congress,  to  accept  • 
Cession  of  the  Claims  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina  to  a  eertaia 
district  of  Western  Territory,  and  of  the  Act  to  prevent  the  export- 
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ation  of  goods  not  duly  inspected  according  to  the  Laws  of  the 
aeveral  States. 

I  haye  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  great  Bespect,  your  obedient 
and  most  humble  Servant, 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Honoribk  Thomas  JefEersoo/'Bsquiro,  Seoretary  of  State. 


Sec^t  Jefferson  to  Pbicl  Mifflin — ^Duxixs,  1790. 

New  York,  April  19th,  1790. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  send  yon,  herein  indosed,  two  copies,  duly 
authenticated,  of  the  Act  further  to  suspend  part  of  an  Act  entitled 
^  An  Ad  to  regulate  the  collection  of  the  duties  imposed  by  Law  on 
the  Tonnage  of  ships  or  Vessels,  and  on  Goods,  Wares,  and  Mer- 
•handiiee  imported  into  the  United  States,''  and  to  amend  the  said 
Act;  and  of  being,  with  sentiments  of  the  most  perfect  respect, 
your  Excellency's  most  obedient 

&  most  humble  servant, 

THO.  JEFFEKSON. 
His  Bxoellency  The  President  of  Pennsylvania.* 


Pbes.  Mifflin  to  Seo'y  Jeffeeson — useful  Arts,  1790. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  April  26th,  1790. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Letters  of 
the  fifteenth  and  nineteenth  instant,  with  two  Copies  of  the  Act  of 
Congress,  to  promote  the  Progress  of  useful  Arts,  and  of  the  Act 
further  to  suspend  part  of  an  Act  entitled  An  Act  to  regulate  the 
Oolleetion  of  the  duties  imposed  by  Law  on  the  Tonnage  of  Ships  or 
Vessels,  and  on  goods,  wares  and  merchandize  imported  into  the 
United,  [States]  and  to  amend  the  said  Act. 
With  sentiments  of  perfect  Respect, 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  your  obedient 

and  most  humble  Servant, 

THOMAS  MIFFLINt 
Honorable  Thomas  Jefferson,  Esquire,  Sec'ry  of  State. 

♦  See  Col.  Kec,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  847. 

t  Set  p9^i9  6dd— and  CoL  ReD.>  VoV.  ISLTl.,  \.  %Vl . 
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Edward   Crawford,   Jr.,   to   Seo't   Beddlb— HABKUfii 

LlOtN6SBy  1790. 

Dr.  Sir, 

About  one  year  ago,  I  reo'd  12  blank  Marriage  LioenoeS|  whkh 
are  all  aispoeed  of  and  aocounted  for  by  me,  exoept  one. 

The  bearer  hero  of  Mr.  John  Oolhoon,  Merob'i,  will  vwnaia  ia 
Town  a  few  days,  please  be  so  obliging  as  to  forward  to  me  by  him, 
about  the  same  number  for  the  ensuing  year.  Mr.  Golhoon  will 
lodge  at  the  Harp  &  Crown. 

And  I  am  Dr.  sir,  your  obedient 

And  very  humble  Servant, 

EDW.  CRAWFORD. 

N.B.— A  Bond  signed  by  John  MeDowell  &  John  WilkoDi  juia, 
was  enclosed  to  me  from  Coanoily  of  the  6  Deo'r  last,  with  diMtioM 
to  get  Alex.  MeDowell  Surveyor,  to  sign  the  same  alao,  &  have  il 
reoorded,  &o.  I  have  aeon  Mr.  MeDowell  of  our  County,  A  hs 
knows  nothing  about  the  business ;  It  appears  to  have  been  intended 
for  Cum'd  Oo'y. 

E.  C. 

Chambersberg,  26  April,  1700. 
Directed, 

Charles  Biddle,  Esq.,  Seory.  of  the  Executive  Gottnoil»  of  Pean- 

sylvania,  at  Philadelphia. 


No.  1. 


COMMISSIONKRa  TO  EZAMINX  THE   WESTERN  WATERS,  TO  PrES. 
MlFMJN,  1790. 

The  Commissioners  appointed  to.  examine  the  Western  WaterS| 
pray  the  President  and  Council  will  please  to  grant  them  an  order 
on  the  Treasury  for  three  hundrea  pounds— an  order  to  Mr. 
Rittenhouse,  to  deliver  to  the  Commissioners  the  states  level — to  Mr, 
EUicott  to  deliver  them  a  eompass  belonging  also  to  the  State — and 
to  the  Commissary  of  stores  to  deliver  suoh  Tents  &  other  artidef 
of  stores  as  he  can  supply  for  the  expeditioni  to  be  aoeoooted  for  by 
them. 

T.  MATLACK.* 

April  28, 1790. 
Indorsed f 

1790,  April  26th.    From  Timothy  Matlack  and  John  Adlam, 
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Esqaires,  two  of  the  Commissioners  appointed  to  explore  the 
Western  Waterii  encloeing  an  Estimate  of  the  snppliea  seoeaearj 
to  enable  them  to  proceed. 

Read  in  Council,  April  26th,  1790|  and  refected  to  Mr.  WilaoOi 
Mr.  Willing  and  Mr.  Kuoher. 
Difectedf 

His  Excellency  the  President  &  Supreme  Executi?e  Council. 


No.  2. 

The  Commismoners  appmnted  io  proceed  to  Lolke  Erie,  pray  the 
President  and  Council  will  please  to  grant  them  an  order  on  the 
Treasury  for  one  hundred  pounds,  to  purchase  some  articles,  which 
ought  to  be  procured  immediately. 

T.  MATLACK. 

Philadelphia,  17  April,  1790. 
Direcledf 

His  Excellency  the  President  and  Supreme  Executive  Council. 


No.  31 

Estimate  ol  Provisions. 

From  Sunbury  down  to  Middletown,  8  men,        Men.  Days.  Days. 
(&  stay  there)  13  days,  89 

From  Middletown  to  Sunbury  &  stay  there. 
From  Sunbury  to  Mouth  of  Consua, 
8  men,  returning  with  horses, 
From  Consua  to  Juniata, 
Commissioners, 

Days  Provisions,  1841 

Provisions. 

25  Ms.  of  Flour,  25  00  00 

1501b  of  Chocolate  boxes,  &c.,  8  00  00 

160  of  Sugar,  7  10  00 

8001b  of  Pork  &  Bacon,  20  00  00 

Pease  &  Rice,  2  00  00 

Other  anudl  storei,  6  00  00 

i «^\^\#^ 


60  00  00     • 
6  00  00 
2  05  00 

8  OOOOrmwAtoolov) 

4  00  00 

15  00  00 

112  10  00 

2  06  00 

inn  ni  AA 

£263  11  00 
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4  Horsefl,  @  £12  10, 

4  Pack  aaddlet^ 

Axes  &  Adze^ 

Bope,  Nails,  Ginblete  &  other  small 

stores,  not  id  the  Arsenal, 
Casks  for  packing,  &c., 
Boat, 

Men's  pay,  eqnal  to  30  months,  at  75s. 
Baggs,  say  8,  at  5s.  9d. 


No  rum  is  estimated,  but  thero  most  be  either  in  pay 

or  somothiog  else  as  Compensation. 
Contingent  ezpenoes. 
And  carriage  across  from  Concmaoli. . 
Carriage,  &o,  &o. 
Powder  &  Lead. 


No.  4. 

Estimate  of  time.  days 

On  the  Quitopahilla  &  Swatara,  7 

To  the  Juniata,  including  unavoidable  delay  at  Middletown,  3 

To  Sunbury,  including  the  time  for  viewing  Berry's  Falls, 

McGee's  Half  Falls,  Bergcr's' riffle  and  Shamokin  Falls,  6 

At  Sunbury  in  procuring  men  and  horses,  S 

Up  the  Susquehanna  to  Sennemahoning,  15 ' 

Investigating  that  neighborhood,  and  passing  to  the  mouth  et 

of  the  Consaa,  80 

Bzploring  the^  Consua,  6 

Down  to  the  junction  of  the  waters  with  French  Creek,         5 
Exploring  Toby's  Creek,  either  going  or  coming,  10 

Passing  from  Venango,  the  Presquilo  and  returning,  20 

Down  to  the  Kiskeminetas,  including  time  for  remarks,        10  m8 
To  Stoney  Creek,  10 

From  Stoney  Creek  to  Juniata,  15 

On  the  Juniata,  8 

days  148 

And  in  this  estimate  very  little  if  any  allowance  ia  made  for 
rainy  weather,  and  every  thing  is  supposed  to  go  strait  forward, 
witbcmt  extra  deUy  oi  ax^^  V\u\. 
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CoFT — BiosiyER  General  to  Gomptbolleb  General^  1790 

John  NicholsoDy  Esq'r; 
Sir, 

Please  to  famiflh  me  with  the  following  particulars. 

let,  The  imonnt  &  number  of  new  Loan  Certificates^  issued  for 
Oontinental  Certificates  received  on  Loan. 

2d,  The  amount  &  number  of  New  Loan  Certificates,  issued  for 
Certificates  of  same  description,  consolidated  or  divided  to  accomodate 
the  parties  to  the  28th  March,  1789. 

8d,  The  amount  &  number  of  Certificates  issued  for  the  deprecia- 
tion of  Pay  due  the  late  Army.         Funded,      1    to  28th  March, 
Do.  Do.  Unfunded,!  '89. 

4th,  The  amount  &  number  of  said  Depreciation  Certificates, 
issued  for  Certificates  of  same  description,  consolidated  or  cut  up  to 
aeoomraodate  the  parties.        Funded,      \    to  28th  March, 
Do.  Do.  Unfunded,]  '89. 

5th,  The  amount  &  number  of  Militia  or  Funded  Debt,  Certifi* 
eates,  issued  for  the  Debts  of  this  State  ^  Act  of  1st  April,  1784, 
to  the  28th  March,  1789. 

6th,  The  amount  &  number  of  said  Funded  Debt  Certificates, 
issued  for  Certificates  of  same  description,  consolidated  or  cut  up  to 
accommodate  the  parties,  to  the  28th  March,  1789. 

7th,  The  amount  of  Indents  you  have  paid  Thomas  Smith,  Cent. 
Loan  Officer,  to  28th  March,  17^9,  for  account  of  this  State,  &  also 
the  amount  paid  i^nce  that  Period  to  1st  April,  1790. 

8th,  The  Account  of  all  Certificates  issued  by  or  under  the 
anthority  of  this  State,  received  by  the  Comptroller  General  for 
aooount  of  this  State,  other,  than  those  received  from  the  Receiver 
GK^neral  for  lands  3old  iji  the  Old  i  New  Purchase. 

9th,  An  Account  of  all  Pensions  due  to  the  Invalids  ^  Act  of 
22d  September,  1783,  for  which  warrants  may  yet  issue  to  com  pleat 
the  payments  to  Ist  May,  1789,  agreeable  to  Act  of  27th  March, 
1789. 

10th,  An  account  of  all  warrants  issued  by  the  Supreme  Executive 
Council  on  the  Treasury,  previous  to  28th  March,  '89,  that  remain'd 
outstanding  or  unpaid  on  said  28t'h  Mar.,  '89,  &  the  Funds  out  of 
which  they  may  be  payable. 

lltb.  An  Account  of  all  the  Exonerations  made  by  the  different 
Counties  for  State  Taxes,  so  far  as  the  same  may  have  been  fumish'd 
your  Office. 

All  these  Objects  are  essentially  necessary  for  the  «xt^\i^^\sv.s:;\i\a^ 
making  in  this  OMoe,    I  must  bes  vour  anawet  ^V^^^tGLvj  ^x^^v 
Vol.  XL— 80 
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them  &  shall  be  oblig'd  by  joar  reoderiDg  them  as  speedilj  u 
possible. 

I  %m,  Sir,  jours  &c 
Begister  Genl.  Office,  26th  April,  1790. 

Indorsed, 

1790,  April  26th,  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Jdo.  DonaldsoD,  Eaj^ 
Register  General,  to  John  Nicholson,  Esq'r,  Comptroller  Genenl, 
oontaining  a  request  to  be  furnished  with  accounts  of  Certificates. 


EsTiMigns  OF  Expenses  dt  Commissioners  on  Susquehanna, 
Lehigh,  Schuylkill,  &o.,  1790. 

Estimate  of  the  ezpence  by  the  Commissioners  for  exploring  the 
the  N.  E.  Branch  of  Susquehanna,  Leighy,  Schuylkill,  &c.,  in  the 
purchase  of  provision,  paymeut  of  hands,  &o.,  as  ^  the  list  annexed, 
for  which  they  will  need  mony  advanc'd. 

The  time  necessary  estimated  at  2}  Months. 

2  pack  horses, 22 

2  ditto.  on  hire  part  of  time,  .  .  5 
4  pack  saddles,  15s.,  ....  3 
1  large  Canoe  at  great  Bond,       ...  2 

8  J  Cwt.  of  Flour,  30s.,        .        .        .        .  12  15 

53  J  lbs.  Bacon  @  6id.  .    '    •        .        .  14    7  1 

75    "    Chocolate,  Is.  1,      .        .        ♦        •  4    13 

90     «    Sugar,  708., 8    3 

Sousong  and  Bohia  tea,  pepper,  Mustard,  &o.,  1 

8  Casks  of  near  half  Barrel,  ea.,  .  1 

4  large  canvass  bags,  ....  1 

Teakettle,  tins.  Spoons,  &o.,    ...  15 
Transportation  of  800  lbs.  of  provision  to  near 

the  forks  of  Delaware,  @  20s.      .  8 
1  Man  to  assist  in  Surveying  &  other  occasional 

service,  5s., 18  15 

3  Other  hands  @  758.  month,     .        .        .  28    2  6 
Stationary, 1    12 


Exchange  @  10  equal  to  £139  3  paper  m. 

2  Tents, 

2  Campkettlcs, 


£126  10 
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2  axes  and  Bome  Cord  we  suppose  may  be  had  from  the  C.  of 
Military  Stores. 

In  behalf  of  the  8*  CommiBsioiieray 

READ1N&  HOWELL.* 
Phila.,  April  27th,  1790. 
Directed^ 

To  his  Ezcellenoy  the  president  and  Exeontive  Council. 
Indortedf 

Bead  in  Counoil,  April  27th,  1790,  and  an  order  drawn  upon  the 
Treasorer  for  £139  3  0. 

J.  TEIMBLE,  for 
Chas.  Biddlb,  Secy, 


Beport  Of  Committee  on  Letter  or  CoBfPTROLLER  Oeneral, 

1790. 

The  Committee  appointed  on  the  letter  of  the  Comptroller  General 
of  the  13th  Instant,  respecting  the  business  to  be  transacted  between 
him  &  the  Comptroller  Oenl.  of  the  United  States,  relating  to  the 
exchange  of  Certificates,  beg  leave  to  offer  the  following  Resolution 
as  proper  to  be  adopted  by  Council. 

Resolved,  That  the  Comptroller  Oenl.  be  and  he  hereby  is  in- 
structed on  the  return  of  Certificates  of  debts  of  the  United  States, 
entered  on  the  books  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States  which  have  been  assigned  to  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsyl- 
vania for  new  loan  Certificates  presented  to  be  exchanged  therefor, 
to  deliver  therewith  a  letter  of  Attorney  other  proper  instruments 
to  the  party  receiving  such  Certificates  to  the  end  that,  as  the  said 
Certificates  are  not  assignable  or  payable  to  bearer  the  party  may  be 
enabled  to  reinvest  the  property  in  themselves  by  a  transfer  on  the 
books  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 
Indorsed, 

Report  of  a  Committee  on  the  Comptr;  Genl's  Letter,  Inolosing 
the  Letter  of  the  Auditor  Oenl.  of  the  U.  S.  on  the  subjeot  of 
Exch'g  Certificates. 

Read  1st  Time,  16th  Jan.,  1790. 

Read  28th  April,  1790,  and  adopted. 

The  enclosures  lent  to  Mr.  Qallatin  a  member  of  the  Committee 
of  Investigation. 

*  See  instructions  Col.  Bee,  Vol.  XVL,  p.  34G  also  848. 
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Register  General  to  Pres.  Mtfiun,  1790. 

His  Excellesej  thomag  Miffiiiy  Eaq'ry  k  the  Hon'ble  Supmne 

EzecmtiTe  CoiiBeili 

In  oonformitj  to  the  12th  Section  of  the  Law  of  lat  April,  1790, 
requiring,  "  that  the  Comptroler  General  &  Register  General  shall 
'^once  in  every  month  in  the  presence  of  two  Members  of  tlte 
**  Supreme  Executive  Council,  examine  all  Certificates  granted  b? 
'<  this  State;  &  received  in  Exchange  by  the  Comptroller  Gtoiflnli 
<'  and  after  taking  lists  thereof  in  the  manner  hereinbefore  directed; 
'^such  Certificates  shall  be  delivered  to  the  Register  GenL,  for  the 
<'  purpose  of  being  cancelled  &  preserved  in  the  manner  aforesaid, 
^^i^"  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  Hon'ble  Board  that  I  urn 
ready  to  enter  upon  the  above  duties  whenever  you  shall  think 
proper  to  appoint  a  Committee  for  the  above  purpose. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  great  respeoty 

yottr  most  ebed.  h'ble  lerv't, 

JOHN  DONNALDSON. 

Register  General  Office^  May  8;  1790. 
Dtrectedf 

His  Excellency;  Thomas  MiffliU;  Esq'r;  in  Council. 
Jndarsedf 

Read  in  Council;  May  4th,  1700. 


S£o'y  jEnsRsoN  TO  Pris.  MutfuN;  1790. 

New  York;  May  5th,  1700. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  send  you,  heroin  inclosed,  two  copies,  ddj 
authenticated,  of  the  Act  for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes  againit 
the  United  States :  also,  of  the  Act  for  reguiating  the  military 
establishment  of  the  United  States;  and  of  being,  with  sentimenu  ii 
the  most  perfect  respect. 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient 

&  most  humble  servant;* 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

His  Excellency  The  President  of  the  United  States. 


♦  8«<i  CoL  R«<j,,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  860. 
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PronoN  or  Thomas  Mabtin— Wyoming,  1790. 

To  the  Honorabk  Bvpreme  Bzeootivt  Oouneil  of  the  Slate  of  Ttnu^ 

■Tlvania.    The  Petitioa  t  remoDstrance  of  Thomas  Martin  humbly 

shewethy 

That  your  Petitioner  purchased  his  Land  at  Wioming  under  the 
tllle  of  the  Bute,  from  Col.  Oharles  Stewart,  k  that  he  has  Inred  on 
the  same  for  some  years  past,  in  quiet  &  peaeefal  poeseflaioB,  &  P^^T^Dg 
uniform  Subjection  to  the  Laws  of  this  Qovernment. 

That  on  the  21st  day  of  April  last,  he  was  Summon'd  by  the  Civil 
Officer  to  appear  before  Benjamin  Carpenter  &  Chris'r  Hollibert, 
Eeqrs.ijtwo  Magistrates  of  this  State,  upon  a  Complaint  of  the  Widow 
Stewart,  &  they  Inatantly  turned  him  &  his  he^leM  &mily  oat  of 
his  House  and  plantation,  under  some  pretsaoe  of  his  having  been- 
Her  Tenant  &  living  on  Her  Land. 

That  your  petitioner  never  leas'd  any  Lands  from  Her,  but  held  & 
poasesa'd  his  Lands  in  his  own  right,  by  virtue  of  the  aforesaid  pur- 
chase under  the  title  of  Pennsylvania,  &  that  he  has  never  heaid  of 
any  title  that  she  pretends  to  set  up  ftir  the  Laod|  unless  it  be  from 
the  Susquehannah  Company,  which  was  §et  aside  by  the  Deeree  of 
Trenton. 

That  your  Petitioner,  thus  deprived  of  his  Freehold,  &  tamed  out 
of  Doors  by  the  operation  of  a  Couple  of  Magistrates,  in  a  summaij 
way^nd  without  any  opportunity  of  adducing  his  Witneises  to  aacer- 
tain  his  right  to  said  Land,  humbly  requests  your  Honorable  Boaid 
to  Inform  him  whether  the  peacable  Citiiena  of  this  State  are  thus 
liable  to  be  disseized  of  their  Freeholds  without  rem^edy  from  youc 
Honorable  Body. 

Your  Petitioner,  therefore,  humbly  requests  the  Interpoaitioa  of 
your  Authority  to  restore  him  to  his  Possession,  &  enquire  iato  the 
Gondaot  of  the  said  Magistrates,  &  do  such  other  things  as  in  your 
wisdom  you  should  think  proper  &  necessary  to  be  done ;  &  your 
Petitioner,  as  in  Duty  bound,  shall  ever  Pray,  &o* 

THOMAS  MARTIN. 

Philada,  March  7th,  1790. 


I  have  considered  the  within  petition  and  examined  the  reoord  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  Magistrates  therein  mentioned.  The  pro- 
ceedings were  had  under  an  act  of  Assembly  of  this  State,  &  are 
sufficiently  regular  upon  the  face  of  them  to  justify  the  Magistrates. 
But  if  on  the  hearing,  any  oppression  has  been  used  towards  the 
complainants,  redress  may  be  had  by  information  in  the  Supreme 
Court,  upon  oath  being  made  of  the  faets:  &  if  the  proceedings  are 
not  sufficiently  regular,  they  may  be  quashed  in  the  same  Court  &^ 
the  def  ts  restored  to  their  possession.     I  am  of  opinion  that  ati^s 

*  See  CoL  Bee.,  YoL  XVL»  «&^. 
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interference  of  Coonoil  woold  be  improper,  unless  it  were  to  direct 
an  information  or  prosecution  for  undue  practice  or  oppressioui  (if 
siioh  there  hu  been  in  the  oondnofe  of  the  Magittratee.) 

W.  BRADFORD,  Jun. 
Indorsed, 

Read  Ist  Time  8th  May,  &  referred  to  V.  P.;  Dr.  Greg  &  Br 
Wilkins.    Reported  11th  May,  1790. 


AbbTBACTF.  ok    AOOOUNTS  of   VvXTXBThYAXlA    AGAINST  THS 

Umimd  Statbei,  1790.* 


Payments  on  Requisitions, 

4  lOths  of  1,406,000  DoU'rs  Emis. 

June,  1780, 
Paid  in  indents, 
The  Olottthing  Department, 
Pay  of  the  army, 
Reoruitine,  do, 
Depreciation  of  do., 
Ordnance  &  Military  stores. 
Militia, 

Horses  purchased  for  the  Army,    . 
Proyisions, 
Specific  supplies. 
Quarter  Master's  Department,    . 
Hospital,  do,         . 
Navy, 
Powder  and  Salt  Peter  Works  & 

Gun  lock  factory, 
Contingent  ezpences,  . 
Accounts  of  various  descriptions. 
Flying  oamp,      .         . 
Prisoners  of  War, 
Apprehending  deserters, 
Continental  Certificates  received  in 

taxes,. 
Invalid  Pensioners, 
Pensions  to  Widows  and  Children, 
FortiiScations, 
Expresses, 

*  See  letter  to  daL«g«Am  «ii«\dikix%VXi— Q«^.'ta^«>^Ou^L^^.^V  ^69. 


specie. 

Oonf  1  Mo. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

656,226  85 

86,454,005  00 

598,000  00 

182,662  56 

144,870  00 

8,950,245  00 

166,462  88 

4,020,204  00 

868,987  33 

1,568,444  20 

890,552  00 

110,420  00 

1,889,716  62 

604,910  00 

104,532  63 

28,000 

97,151  49 

109,000  00 

788,689  25 

60,801  00 

87,408  00 

8,547  18 

1,986  00 

601,982  28 

420,806  00 

101,722  16 

22,450  00 

30,241  41 

1,884,534  65 

1,140,799  48 

83,146  60 

472  68 

332  07 

62,074  36 

8,000  00 

61,018  60 

8,740  00 

68.000  00 

19,450  00 

154,860  00 

18,490  00 

7,688  42 
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Bameks,  16^725  80 

Paid  Interest  on  Certificates  of  the 

United  States,         .  .  .      434|266  70 

Paid  ttndry  offioers  of  The  United 

States,        .      .  68,052  61 

Do.,     Mease  &. Caldwell^    Oenl. 

Hand^  &ca.,  '        .  54,880  00 


8,427  00 


Amount, 


10,642,403  40      47,010|188  00 


BrruEN  or  Militart  BTOBsSy-oF  'PmngrwAmA.  Mat  12tb, 

1790. 


Wood  Axes,       .            <            .            .            , 

2 

Bayonet  Beks,         .... 

2»1 

Brashes  and  Wires,       ..-           .            .            . 

2042 

Oartrid'e  Mssket  loaded,      > 

Gartoocb  Bozesi             <            .            .            , 

1400 

276 

Osnteens,     ■             .            .            %            . 

206 

Crow  Bars,         <            4            . 

2 

Carbines,      .           >.           ^            . 

2 

Ctitlasses, 

186 

Ghinners  belts,          .... 

9 

Handspikes,       .           .           .           .           . 

8 

Knapsacks,               .            .            . 

205 

Hammers, 

6 

Leather,  half  sides, .... 

2 

Mnsket  Locks, 

600 

Ladles, 

6 

Moskels,            .            .            . 

40 

Slow  match,  ttts.,      . 

77 

Measures,  powder, 

6 

PoodieB,  Rifle,         .... 

814 

Sheets  of  Cartridge  Paper,  Cannon, 

11 

Serew  drivers,           .... 

839 

GanSerapers, 

5 

Gannon  Archers,    .... 

1 

Grape  shot,                    .            . 

885 

Bound  Shot  12  pdrs.,             . 

130 

9  pdrs.  do.,        .... 

321 

6  pdrs.  do.,               .... 

514 

Doa.  head  Shot,            .            .           .           . 

231 

Chain  do.,                .... 

22 

Star  do.,            .... 

^V 

Ordaanee  Bnus,  12  pia.,     * 

«L 
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Ordnance  Iron^  9  pdrs 

f 

• 

6 

Ditto  6  pdra., 

16 

Musket  Ball,  ft  large  quantity^    . 

• 

Side  lanterns^ 

18 

Hand  do.  8mall| 

•            • 

, 

1 

Pistols, 

8 

Shovels, 

•          ■  • 

• 

60 

Spades,         • 

20 

Tents  horseman's^ 

•            • 

• 

8 

Do.  common. 

154 

Do.  poles,  long, 

• 

• 

66 

Ditto,  short, 

88 

Track  Wheels,  iron, 

•            • 

• 

14 

.  Glooks  weights,  iroA| 

442 

Sash  do.,  do.. 

,            , 

. 

106 

Worms  Screws, 

826 

Scales,  pairs  of  small^ 

^            \ 

• 

1 

Weights  Brass^ 

1 

Gamp  Kettles,     . 

. 

« 

4 

Pikes, 

36 

Blunderbusses,    . 

«            « 

• 

4 

Tin,  sheets  of, 

^                      • 

&« 

Tube  Boxes, 

«            « 

t 

8 

Wooden  Maul, 

^                     .« 

1 

Wedges  iron, 

,            , 

8 

They  are  stored  in  my  House  .near 

th^  Oeorge  Tavern 

,m  AnI 

street  and  in  the  State  house  oeller,  and  at  the  Arsenal  in 

UwCm 

mens  near  Chesnut  Street. 

J08EP 

H 

STILES 

,aM. 

Slora. 

Prbs.  Mifflin  to  Sect.  -Jevterson^  1790. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia  May  IStb,  1790. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  Honor  to  acknowledge  the  Receipt  of  your  Letter  a 
the  5th,  instant*  with  two  copies  of  the  Acts  of  Googreae  *'  for  Uu 
punishment  of  certain  crimes  against  the  United  States"  and  for  r^ 
ulating  the  Military  establishment  of  the  United  Stolea. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with 

great  Respect  your  obedient 

and  very  humble  Servant, 
Directed,  THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 

Honorable  Thomas  Jefferson,  Esq.,  Secy,  of  State. 
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BZ10TJT0B8  ov   DooTOB   Frankun   TO   Pres.  Hotlin— His 

POBT&AIT;   1790. 

The  Exeoators  of  the  will  of  the  late  Doctor  Franklin,  present 
iheur  most  respectful  compliments  to  the  President  of  the  Supreme 
BzecatiTe  Council,  and  praj  they  may  he  made  acquainted  with 
their  pleasure  respecting  a  bequest  of  the  said  Testator  in  the  fbU 
lowing  words : 

.  ''  My  picture  drawn  by  Martin  in  1767, 1  give  to  the  Supreme 
^'  Exeonti?e  Councili  of  Pennsylvania,  if  they  shall  be  pleaeed  to 
<(  do  me  the  honour  of  accepting  it,  &  placing  it  in  their  chamber." 
Direciedy 

The  President  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Oonnoil  of  Pennsyl- 
rania. 


BouoH  Draft  or  Pbes.  Mifflin's  Reply  to  Dk.  F&ankun'b 

EXKOUTOBHy   1790. 

GentlemeUi 

The  Supreme  Executive  Coundl  of  Pennsylvania,^  have  received 
the  Extract  from  Doctor  Franklin's  Will,  in  which  his  Portrait 
drawn  by  Martin  in  1767,  is  ofifered  for  their  acceptance. 

The  services  rendered  by  that  illustrious  Citizen  to  his  country 
during  a  long  and  active  Life,  have  raised  a  monument  of  Gratitude 
and  affection  to  his  memory,  which  cannot  be  improved  by  Art  nor 
destroyed  by  Time.  But  the  present  instance  of  his  regard  is 
peculiarly  pleasing  to  a  Body,  of  which  all  the  members  have  been 
informed  by  his  wisdom  and  many  have  been  honoured  by  his 
Friendship. 

We  cannot,  therefore,  hesitate  in  declaring  our  cordial  acceptance 
of  the  Legacy ;  which  being  placed  in  the  Council  Chamber  may 
become  a  public  Benefit ;  and  lead  from  contemplating  the  picture 
to  an  imitation  of  the  patriot. 

Directed^ 

The  Executors  of  the  last  WUl  and  Testament  of  Doctor 
Benjamin  Franklin. 

Indorsed^ 
May  14,  1790.  Executors,    HENRY  HILL, 

JOHN  JAY, 

FRANCIS  HOPKINSON,  Esqr., 
EDWARD  DUFFIELD, 

♦  See  Col.  Rec,  May  11,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  858. 
t  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XVI.,  pp.  858,  8Q\, 
80* 
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Lieut.  Joseph  Toreenoe  of  Fatette  Co.|  to  Seo't  Buxdjjl, 

1790. 

Maj24ih,  1790. 
Sir, 

You  will  please  to  observe  in  the  Inclosed  return  that  the  rah- 
altem  Officers  of  the  fourth  Company  of  the  third  Batalicm  is  jet 
vacant  arising  from  the  return  not  yet  being  made  to  ttie  as  also  Mo. 
6  of  the  fourth  Batalion  is  not  yet  Chosen,  arising  from  aome  eoo- 
troversy  in  the  election,  there  is  a  company  to  be  added  to  eaeh, 
via :  first,  third  &  fourth  Batalions,  bat  as  the  Coonty  was  never 
districted  it  takes  some  time  to  have  the  Militia  Organized^  if  it  if 
consistent  I  would  be  glad  to  have  Blank  commissions  forwarded  {at 
the  rest  of  the  Officers,  but  if  otherways  I  perhaps  may  be  able  to 
make  the  returns  by  Nathaniel  Brading,  Esq.,  member  of  Conncil 
for  our  County.  I  would  request  the  commissions  to  be  forwarded 
by  the  bearer,  Doctor  Robert  McClure,  who  will  be  a  safe  convey- 
anco  for  the  same.  We  are  in  a  great  [oonfoaion]  and  void  of 
regularity,  but  I  hope  to  have  the  Law  attended  to  in  respect  of  the 
Militia. 

I  am.  Sir,  with  respect, 

Tour  very  humble  Servt., 

JOSEPH  TORRENCE. 
Directed, 

Charles  Biddle,  Esq.,  Secretary,  Philadelphia. 


John  Nicholson  to  Pres.   Miffxjn-— Depreciation  Lotsl 

1790. 

Philad'a,  May  28th  1790. 
Sir, 

From  the  same  desire  to  raise  the  price  of  the  Depreoiatioa  lots  of 
The  state  at  Public  sale  that  aotaated  me  when  the  City  Lots  were 
selling  (upon  which  I  have  done  myself  the  honor  of  addressing  joa 
before,'*';  I  bid  them  up  in  doin^  which  sixteen  have  been  struck  off  to 
me  in  Elden  district,  in  these  use  I  would  wish  to  leave  to  the  choice 
of  your  Honorable  Board,  whether  I  shall  be  considered  in  the 
situation  of  other  purchasers  or  whether  they  shall  be  considered  as 
the  property  of  the  State. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  very  great  respect,  Sir, 

yonr  most  obed't  Servant, 

JNO.  NICHOLSON. 
Directed, 
His  Ezcell'y  the  Presd.  in  Council. 

♦  See  page  5W  •,  tJUio  CioV  'Bj^^^^v  :l:tv.^^v'^^»^^'W 


PENNBTLVANIA  ABGHITI8  I790I  YOt 

Sio't  JxmBaon  to  Pus.  Hmiinr,  1790. 

New  York,  Maj  28th,  1790. 
Sir, 

>  I  haT6  the  honor  to  send  Yoa  herein  enclosed,  two  copies  dnlj 
anthentionted,  of  Uie  Act  for  the  Government  of  the  territory  of  the 
UDited  States,  south  of  the  river  Ohio ;  Also,  of  the  Act  to  oontinue 
in  force  the  act  passed  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  entitled,  ^'An 
<<Aot  to  regulate  prooesses  in  the  Courts  of  the  United  States ;  ''also  of 
the  Act  to  provide  fas  mitigating  or  remitting  the  forfeitures  and 
penalties  aceming  under  the  revenue  Laws  in  certain  oases  therem 
mentioned;  also,  of  the  Act  to  prescribe  the  mode  in  which  the 
public  Acts,  Records,  and  Judicial  proceedings  in  each  State  shall 
be  authenticated  so  as  to  take  effect  in  every  other  State;  and 
of  being  with  sentiments  of  the  most  perfect  respect. 
Your  Excellency's  most  obedient 

and  most  humble  servant, 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 
Directed^ 

His  Ezcoll'y  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


Pais.  MimiN  TO  Sxo't  Jefferson,  1790. 

In  Council, 

Philada.,  June  8rd,  1790. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Letter  of  the 
twenty-eighth  of  last  month,  indosiDg  two  Copies  of  the  several  Acta 
of  Coogress  undermentioned,  Vist :  An  act  for  the  Qovemment  of 
the  Territory  of  the  United  States,  South  of  the  River  Ohio. 

An  Act  to  continue  in  force  the  Act  passed  at  the  last  Sessions  of 
Congress,  entitled  An  Act  to  regulate  processes  in  the  Courts  of  the 
United  States. 

An  Act  to  provide  for  mitigating  or  remitting  the  forfeitures  and 
penalties  accruing  under  the  Revenue  Laws  in  Certain  cases  therein 
mentioned — and  An  Act  to  prescribe  the  mode  in  which  the  public 
Acts,  Records  and  Judicial  proceedings  in  each  State  shall  be  au- 
thenticated. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  trith 

great  respect,  Sir,  your  obedient 

and  Most  Humble  Servant, 

THO.  MIFFLIN. 
DirTctedj 
Honorable  Tbo,  Jetknom,  Esquire,  BeoN^iKt^  cit^Xa^^* 
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JLndrkw  Eluoott  to  Pbeb^  MurLxiii  1790. 

Philadelphia,  Jane  8d,  1790. 
Gentlemen, 
In  order  to  satisfy  the  Indians,  and  insnre  salety  to  m  jnlf,  airf 

rrtj,  in  the  execution  of  the  resolve  of  Congress  of  June  6th|  1788| 
think  it  will  be  necessary  to  have  a  copy  of  the  Deed  given  bj 
the  Senecas,  to  Messrs.  Butler,  and  Gibson,  Commissioners  on  behalf 
of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  for  certain  lands  lying  on  the  soath 
side  of  Lake  Erie,  and  west  of  the  Oonawango  River,  and  tht 
OarryiDg  place  between  Lake  Changhtaaghque,  and  Lake  Erie.* 
I  am  Gentlemen,  your  Hbl.  Serv't, 

ANDREW  ELLICOTT. 
Dtrectedf 

His  Excellency,  The  President  and  Supreme  Executive  Goundl, 
Pennsylvania. 
Indortedf 

1790,  June  8d.     From   Andrew  Ellicott,   Esquire.    Read  in 
Council  June  4th,  1790,  and  agreed  to  grant  the  request. 


Invitation  ojt  College  of  PnitADELpniA  to  Commsncemixt, 

1790. 

College  of  Philad'a,  June  7th,  1790. 
His  Excellency  the  President  and  Supreme  Executive  Council  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  are  requested  to  honour  the 
College  with  their  Company  at  the  Medical  OommeneemenL  to  be 
held  in  the  College  Hail  to  Morrow,  at  10  o'Clook  A.  M. 

WILLIAM  SMITH, 

Provost  of  the  College. 
Directedy 

His  Excellency,  the  President  and  supreme  executive  Council, 
Pennsylvania. 


No.  2. 

University,  June  7th,  1790. 
The  Faculty  of  the  UniverBity  of  Pennsylvania,  present  their 
Compliments  to  his  Excellency  the  President,  and   Honourable 

*  8ea  pag%  ^2d-^^  i^  ^V^aa.^^^XH\., v^li^^ 
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Hemben  of  the  Supreme  Ezeentive  Council  of  the  State;   tad 
request  the  FaTour  of  their  Oompany  at  a  publie  Szamioation  of 
GaDdidatea  for  degrees  in  the  arts  and  in  Medicine,  to  A  held  in 
the  Hall  of  the  Uniyersity  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'Clock.* 
Directed, 

His  Excellency  the  President  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council 
of  Pennsylvania. 


Sxo't  Jefjerson  to  Pres.  MimjN^  1790. 

New  York^  June  8th|  1790. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  send  yon,  herein  inclosedi  two  copies,  duly 
authenticated,  of  the  Act  for  the  encouragement  of  learning,  by 
securing  the  copies  of  Maps,  Charts  and  Books  to  the  authors  and 
proprietors  of  such  copies,  during  the  time  therein  mentioned  \  also, 
of  the  Act  for  finally  adjusting  and  satisfying  the  claims  of  Frederick 
William  do  Steuben :  also,  of  the  Act  for  giving  eflfect  to  an  Act 
intituled  <<  An  Act  to  establish  the  Judicifu  Courts  of  the  United 
States''  within  the  State  of  North  Carolina;  also,  of  the  Act  supple- 
mental to  the  Act  for  establishing  the  Salaries  of  the  Executive 
officers  of  Government,  with  their  Assistants  and  Clerks,  and  of 
being,  with  sentiments  of  the  most  perfect  respect, 
Your  Excellency's  most 

obedient  &  most  obedient  servant, 

^  TH.  JEFFEKSON.t 

His  Excellency  The  President  of  Pensylvania. 


Seo'y^Jejfpjebson  to  Pbes.  Muplin,  1790. 

New  York,  June  17th,  1790. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  send  you,  herein  inclosed,  two  copies,  duly 
authenticated,  of  the  Resolution  respecting  the  arrears  of  pay  due  to 
the  troops  of  the  lines  of  the  States  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina ; 
also,  of  the  Act  for  giving  efifeot  to  the  several  Acts  therein  mentioned, 
in  respect  to  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  plantations ; 
also,  of  the  Act  for  relief  of  Thomas  Jenkins  and  company;  also, 
of  the  Resolution  for  the  publication  of  treaties  made,  or  which 

♦  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  %%. 
f  Bw  Col  Reo.,  Vol.  X\I.«  v  ^^^ 
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ihall  be  made,  under  the  anthorilj  of  the  United  Statei,  aid  rf 
being  with  lentimentB  of  the  most  perfeot  lespect^  1 1 

^  Tonr  Ezoellene/s  most 

obedient  ft  most  humble  seryant^ 
TH.  JEFFEB80N. 
His  Excellency  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


Pais.  MmruN  lo  Sso'r  Jjeffebson,  1790. 

In  Counoili 

Philadelphia,  June  17th,  1790. 
Bir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  Receipt  of  jour  Letter  of 
the  8th  of  June  instant,  inclosing  two  Oopies  of  each  of  the  unde^ 
mentioned  Acts  of  Congress,  viat. : 

An  Act  for  the  encouragement  of  Learning,  by  securing  the  Copies 
of  Maps,  Charts  and  Books,  to  the  Authors  and  Proprietors  of  sudi 
Copies  during  the  time  therein  mentioned. 

An  Act  for  finally  adjusting  and  satisfying  the  Claims  of  Frederiek 
Wm.  De  Steuben. 

An  Act  for  giving  e£feot  to  an  Act  entitled  An  Act  to  establish 
the  Judicial  Courts  of  the  United  States  within  the  State  of  North 
Carolina,  and  [An]  Act  supplemental  to  the  Act  for  establishiag 
the  salaries  of  the  Executive  Officers  of  Government.  Miave  the 
honor  to  be, 

with  great  Respect,  Sir, 

your  obedient  and  most  humble  Servant,  . 
THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Honble.  Thomas  Jefferson,  Esquue,  Secretary  of  State. 


County  Commissionsbs  to  Counoil — Solitary  Cklls,  1790. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania. 

OenUemen : 

The  Commls&ioueia  foi  l\i^  GowtlI^  of  Philadelphia  request  thit 
Counoil  will  be  pWani  \o  4ei!«  Qx^ina^aL  ^du^  ^Na^^^iiKMnsAr  for 
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<he  Sam  of  Viit  Handred  Pounds,  whiohi  bj  the  Act  to  reform  the 
Pen^  Iawi  of  this  StAtOt  is  appropriated  to  the  use  of  Bailding  GeUt 
mod  Walls  in  the  Tard  of  the  Goal  of  this  County.  ^ 

By  Order  of  the  Board, 

GEORGE  HONEY,  Junr.,  Clerk  * 
Philada.,  June  22d,  1790. 
Directedy 
His  Excellency  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esqr.,  President,  &c.,  &d. 


SicT.  Jefferson  to  Pres.  Miffun — Courts,  1790. 

New  York,  June  25th,  1790. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  herein  inclosed  two  copies  dnly  au- 
thenticated of  the  Act  for  giving  effect  to  an  Act,  intituled ''  An  Act 
to  establish  the  judicial  courts  of  the  United  States/'  within  the  State 
of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  plantations,  and  of  being  with  sen- 
timents of  the  most  perfect  respect 

your  Ezoellenoy's  most 
*  obedient  ft  most  humble  serrant, 

TH.  JEFPERSON.f 
Directed^ 
His  Ezoellency  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


Secretary  of  War  to  Pres.  Mifflxn — Indians,  1790. 

War  Office,  July  8d,  1790. 
Sir, 

By  order  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  I  have  the  honor 
to  inform  your  EzcelleDoy  that  Colonel  MoGillivrayt  and  a  number 
of  the  principal  chiefs  of  the  Creek  nation,  are  on  tneir  way  to  this 
City,  and  that  they  will  probably  come  through  Philadelphia,  accom- 
panied by  Colonel  Maurinus  Willett. 

As  theee  chiefe,  particularly  Colonel  McGillivray,  influence  entirely 
the  councils  of  the  powerful  nation  of  the  creeks,  The  President  is 
desirous  that  they  should  ezperienoe  every  proper  civility  and  kind- 
ness.—He  is  persuaded  that  your  Excellency  will  have  the  goodness 

«  See  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  888. 

t  See  Col.  Bee,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  S92. 

t  See  Col  Beo.,  Vol.  XVL,  p.  d%,  ^^  AS^. 
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to  f orwird  his  Trows  in  this  respect,  and  Ha  therefore  has  disini 
me  to  xeeommend  them  with  Oolonel  Willett  to  your  atteatiooi, 
I  have  the  boaor  to  be 

jour  Bzoelleoej's 

most  obedient  Humble  Servant, 

H.  KNOX, 

Sec'y  of  War. 
Directed^ 

His  Bxoellencjy  Prendent  MifBIn,  Philadelphia. 


Instbuotions  to  Chas.  Pwrrr— U.  S.  Accounts,  1790. 

In  Couneili 

Phikdelphia^  Julj  6th,  1790. 
Sir, 

The  Supreme  Ezeoutivo  Gonneil  of  Pennsjlvania  oonfidinffiii 
your  Ability,  Industry  and  Integrity  have  this  day  elected  yon  The 
Agent  to  settle  the  Accounts  of  this  State  with  the  United  States. 

They  have  Instrooted  the  Treasurer,  Oomptroller  and'Hegista*  to 
give  you  Access  to  such  Books,  Records  k  Papers  in  their  respeetiTS 
offices  as  may  relate  to  the  accounts  abovementiooed  and  they  hiTS 
directed  them  to  furnish  you  with  such  Transcripts  and  Doienmts. 
as  you  may  judge  necessary  to  the  Settlemt.  of  the  public  aocts. 

We  do  not  think  it  expedient  at  this  time  to  give  you  particular 
Instructions  on  the  Subject — We  have  only  to  recommend  to  you  to 
exert  yourself  in  preparing  for  the  adjustmt.  and  final  Settlemt.  of 
the  State  accts.  and  from  time  to  time  give  us  Information  of  your 
Progress  in  the  Business  and  of  any  Difficulties  which  may  occur 
therein. 


SSQRSTABT  JXF?£BSON  TO  PbIS.  MifllJN,  1790. 

New  Tork,  July  6th,  1790. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  herein  indoaed  two  oopies  duly 
authenticated  of  tbe  act  providing  the  meaos  of  interoourao  betweea 
the  United  States,  and  foreign  nations;  also  of  the  act  for  the  relief 
of  Nathaniel  Twining*,  also  of  the  act  to  satisfy  the  claims  of  John 

♦  See  CoV.  'Rft^.^'^^V  "KTVm  V  ^"^"^^ 
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If oCord  BgaioBi  the  United  States,  and  of  being  with  aentimenta  of 
the  moat  perfeot  reapeot, 

joar  Ezoellenoy's  most  obedienti 

&  most  humble  serrant, 

TH.  JEFFERSON, 
Directed^ 

Bis  Excellency  The  Prewdent  of  Pennsylvania. 


Secretary  Jefferson  to  Prss.  Miffun— Census,  1790. 

New  York,  Jnly  9th,  1790. 
Sir, 

I  baye  the  honor  to  send  jon  herein  inclosed  two  copies  dniy 
authenticated  of  the  act  for  ginng  effect  to  an  act  intituled,  *'  an  act 
providing  for  the  ennmeration  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  United 
Btates/'  in  respect  to  the  State  of  Hhode  Island  and  Providence 
nbntations ;  also  of  the  aet  to  authorize  the  purchase  of  a  tract  of 
land  for  the  nse  of  the  United  States;  and  of  being  with  sentimenta 
of  the  moat  perfect  respect, 

your  Ezeellency's  most  obedient 

&  most  humble  servant, 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 
Direetedj 
His  Excellency,  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


Lr.  Bernard  Hublet  to  Pres.  Mifflin — ^Indian  bhtrder,  1790. 

Northumberland,  July  12th,  1790. 
Sir, 

This  Day  I  received  a  Letter  with  an  application  or  Request,  sign'd 
by  Robert  Fleming,  Esqr.,  and  Twenty  six  luhabitants  at  or  near 
Pine  Creek,  setting  forth,  that  on  account  of  the  murder  Committed 
lately  there  upon  some  Indians,  the  Inhabitants  of  Pine  Creek  for 
Seventeen  miles  from  its  month,  have  Deserted  their  Habitations 
dreading  danger  from  the  Indian  Hunters  now  on  the  Head  waters 
of  said  Creek,  and  if  some  speedy  method  is  not  adopted  to  seodro 
the  Inhabitants,  they  are  apprehensive  the  settlement  will  be  ruined 
they  therefore  requested  me  to  send  them  about  Thict^  oc  E^n^^  \&»nk,^ 
With  Anna,  Ammunition  &  Provisoion,  in  oidei  \!)da.^  \>cl^i  \£k\^\i  >&^ 
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possible  teoQie  their  Crops,  %nd  Preserre  the  Settlenent  from  entirdj 
breakiDg  up.     I  herewith  eDclose  a  Copy  of  my  answer  to  them. 
I  have  the  honor  to 

Subscribe  myself  Sir^  your 

ever  Obd't  Humble  Servant, 

BER'D  HUBLEY, 
Directed^  Lieut  Norht'd  Ckranty.  * 

His  Excellency  The  Presid't  or  Ylce  Prcsid't  in  Council. 


Lt.  Bernard  Hubley  to  Inhabitants  op  Pine   Creek- 
Indian  MURIXEBy  1790. 

Northum'd,  July  12th,  1790. 
Gentlemen, 

Your  Letter  of  the  lOtb,  Inst  with  the  Inclosed  rec^uest  I  this  day 
received  but  cannot  comply  therewith,  every  Thing  in  my  power  for 
the  welfare  of  our  County  I  will  always  endeavour  eheerfoJly  to  do. 
In  this  Instance  I  can  do  nothing  without  the  Immediate  DirectioDS 
from  Council,  were  I  to  attempt  anything  of  the  kind  to  send  yoa 
Troops  for  your  Protection,  it  would  rather  be  oonsider'd  among  the 
Indians  that  we  intended  Hostilities  with  them,  I  am  sorry  and  feel 
the  distresses  of  those  who  may  become  sufferers  by  the  breaking  up 
of  the  settlement,  had  the  Indians  been  the  Perpetrators  of  such  a 
horrid  Deed  as  the  Walker^s  committed  I  should  not  hesitate  a  mo- 
ment to  send  such  relief  as  might  be  requisite,  and  then  only  to  set 
upon  the  Defensive,  It  would  be  Imprudent  and  Impolitio  as  the 
affair  stands,  to  send  any  armed  Force;  had  the  Walker's  been  ap- 
prehended, it  would  have  plainly  proven  to  the  Indians  that  the  People 
in  General  are  well  disposed,  I  am  sorry  for  the  good  Disposed  in  yoar 
Parts  that  your  situation  renders  yon  so  liable  to  danger  on  account 
of  some  bad  Characters  living  near  you ;  were  an  armed  Force  to 
appear  up  there,  it  would  meet  with  a  bad  teodeDcy  to  the  Commis- 
isioners  who  are  out  exploring  the  waters ;  Coll.  Wilson  immediately 
upon  the  receipt  of  the  afiair  sent  off  an  Express  to  Council,  the 
return  of  which  is  now  daily  expected. 

I  remain  Gentlcmcn^oor 

most  Obedient  Humble  Serv't, 

BER'D  HUBLEY, 
Lieut.  North'd'  County. 

RoVt  Fleming  Esqr.  Col.  Jno.  Chatham  and  other  InhabitanU  at 
and  near  Pine  Greek  North'd  Connty. 
Ih'rectedf 

His  Exoellency  The  President  or  Vice  Presid't  in  Conneil  State 
of  Pennsylvania. 
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8ec'y  Biddub  to  Ool.  Maubinus  WiLi.n~Im)iAHs,  1790. 

Secretar/s  Office,' 

Philada.,  July  15, 1790. 
Sir, 

The  PresideDt  &  CooDcil  of  this  stat«  have  receiTed  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  at  War,  aoquaiotiDg  them  that  Colo.  McGilliTray  and 
^  number  of  the  Principal  Chiefs  of  the  Creek  natiooi  aoeompanied 
by  you,  are  expected  to  pass  thro'  this  City  on  yonr  way  to  New 
York.  You  will  oblige  me  by  informing  me  from  Baltimore  at  what 
time  yon  expect  to  be  in  this  City. 

I  am,  8ir»  with  great  Respect, 

Your  most  obedient  and  humble  Servant, 
CHAS.  BIDDLE,  Scc'y.* 
To  Colonel  Mamrinia  Willet 


COLLEQE  OF  PENNSYLVANIA  TO  COUNOIL,  1790. 

College  of  Philadelphia,  July  15th,  1790. 
The  Trustees  and  Faculty  of  the  College  of  Philadelphia  request 
to  be  honoured  with  the  Company  of  his  Excellcnqy  the  President 
and  Supreme  Executive  Council,  at  a  Commencement  to  be  held  in 
tho  College  Hall  ott  Saturday  Morning  next,  at  Nine  (VCloek. 

WILLIAM  SMITH,  Provost,  fto.f 

To  his  Exoeellency  the  President  and  Supreme  Executive  Counoil 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 


Pnra.  MiFTUN,  TO  SEtfy  oj  War— Indians,  1790. 

In  Council, 

Philada.,  July  16, 1790. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reoeipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
8d  inst.,!  informing  Council  that  Mr.  McGillivray  and  several  other 
Chiefs  of  the  Creek  Nation  of  Indians,  are  on  their  way  to  Congress 
on  pnblio  business.  Should  they  pass  thro'  this  City,  you  may 
assure  the  President  that  every  proper  attention  will  be  paid  to  them 
by  the  Oovemment  of  this  State. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect, 

your  most  obedient  and  humble  servant 

Honorable  Henry  Knox,  Esquire,  Secretary  at  War. 

*  See  pages  707,  — also.  See  Ool.  Rec.,  VoL  XVI.,  pp.  806,  404,  405. 
t  See  Col.  Reo.,  VoL  XVI.,  p.  403. 
J  Beejmge  707. 
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Ill 

Sbo't  JBinBftON  TO  RftM.  MivrLnf,  1700.  I  ^ 

New  Tork,  July  19tli,  1790. 
Sir, 

I  bftTO  th«  honor  to  send  yoa,  herein  fnelosei,  two  eopieSi  d«lj 
Mthentieated;  of  the  Act  for  esttbliahing  the  temporarj  and  penii- 
Mnt  aBil  of  the  Gorerament  of  the  United  States :  Also,  of  the  Ad 
firther  to  proTide  for  the  payment  of  the  InTalid  Penflionera  of  U» 
United  Statei|  and  of  beiD(,  with  sentiments  of  tiie  most  perfcol 
respect, 

Yonr  Bxoellenoy's  most  obedient 

ft  most  humble  servant, 

Tfi.  JEF9BB80N.* 
His  Bzoellency  The  President  of  Pennsylyania. 


Imdian  Pbisonsbs  to  Stc't  Bu>t>LEf  1790. 

We  James  Oresswell  and  Ann  his  Wife  with  two  ChiMnif 
Walter  Creswell  and  Margaret  his  Wife  and  one  Ghild|  Dafid 
Mears  and  Elizabeth  his  Wife  and  three  Children  and  John  Bfaa% 
lately  residents  in  the  Connty  of  Hnntingdon,  in  the  State  of  Pena- 
sylvania^  do  most  earnestly  request  tliat  yonr  Honor,  will  havo  tk 
goodness  to  make  public,  as  soon  as  possible,  that  we  were  msds 
prisoners  on  the  27tb  day  of  June  last,  within  7  Miles  of  Limestone 
Landing  on  the  Ohio  River,  by  a  party  of  Saganan  Indiana  18  ia 
Number,  who  stripped  us  of  all  our  goods  and  Eflfects,  tied  oi 
together  by  the  Necks  ft  brought  us  on  the  23d  of  the  Present 
Month  of  July  to  Detroit,  on  our  way  to  the  Saganan  Village  on 
Lake  Huron.  That  Major  Smith  of  the  5th  Regimt  oommandisf 
at  that  Post,  assembled  the  said  Indians  ft  is  tbm  prisoners.  And 
after  a  talk  of  some  Length,  the  War  Chief  made  a  present  of  as  til 
to  the  said  Oommandant,  who  instantly  gate  ns  our  freedom,  ordered 
us  a  hottse  to  live  in,  with  new  bedding  ft  elothing  ft>r  ourselves  and 
ftimilys,  together  with  provisions,  Kettles,  firing  ft  every  thng 
necessary  for  a  comfortable  subsistence,  until  he  shSl  have  an  oppo^ 
tunity,  of  conveying  us  safely*  back  to  some  of  the  Ameriean  PcsU. 
Wo  have  no  View  in  desiring  this  to  be  made  publio  except  for 
the  information  of  our  Relations  ft  friends  and  that  of  aoknowledgiog 
to  all  the  World,  our  gratitude  and  sense  of  obligation,  for  the 
inestimable  blessing  of  Liberty  ft  hi^ppinessi  we  now  enjoyj  throagh 
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Hie  interoenion  k  huuuine  dispoiitian  of  His  Britaoniok  MajestTt 

Commandant  at  this  Post. 

JAMES  GRESSWfiLL, 
WALTER  CRE88WBLL, 
JOHN  X  EVANS,  Mark. 
DAVID  MEARS. 
Be  please  to  Notify  also  that  John  Canada,  half  Brother  to  Jas. 

CresBwell  was  taken  hj  the  same  party  &  left  at  Glaze  Town  on  the 

Toway  River^  And  that  orders  will  soon  be  sent  from  heQoe  to  have 

him  brought  to  Detroit  also. 

Detroit,  26th  July,  1790. 
Directed. 

To  the  Secretary  of  the  State  of  PennsyWania. 


Sxo'y  Jetfebson  to  Pees.  Mutlin — ^Duties,  &o.,  1790. 

New  York,  27th  July,  1790. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  send  yon  herein  enclosed  two  copies  duly 
authenticated  of  an  act  imposing  Duties  on  the  Tonnage  of  ships  or 
Vessels;  also  for  an  act  for  the  Government  and  Regulation  (k 
Seamen  in  the  Merchants  Service;  also  of  an  act  to  amend  the  act  for 
the  Establishment  and  support  of  Light-houses,  Beacons,  Buoys 
and  Public  Piers ;  also  of  an  act  to  regulate  Trade  and  Intercourse, 
with  the  Indian  Tribes;  also  of  an  act  providing  for  holding  a 
Treaty  or  Treaties  to  Establish  Peace  with  certain  Indian  tribes; 
and  of  being  with  Sentiments  of  the  most  perfect  respect, 
Your  Excellency's  Most  obedient, 

and  Most  humble  Servant, 

TH.  JEFFERSON.* 
JDirectedy 
His  Excellency  the  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


Daily  Advertiser  Established,  1790.t 

The  Editor  of  the  intended  ^'  Daily  Advertiser,"  Ac,  having  been 
informed  that  Council  commonly  take  a  small  number  of  News 
Papers  from  the  several  printers  in  the  City,  indulges  the  hope  that 
they  will  be  equally  favorable  to  his  undertaking.     He  trusts  that 

♦  See  CoU  Reo.,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  415.1 
f  Bee  Col.  Ree,,  YoL  XYL,  p.  40^ 
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by  his  atteniioii  to  the  hnsinen,  his  paper  will  bo  rendered  vortky 

of  their  perasal,  and  at  times  convey  intelligeDce  aeeeptable  to  thea. 
Aoy  oommaods  that  Gounoil  may  think  fit  to  favour  the  Sab- 
scriber  with,  in  the  line  of  his  bosiness,  will  be  gratefully  reoeired 
and  oarefully  attended  to,  by 

their  most  obedient,  and 

most  humble  Servant, 

B.  P.  BACHE. 
Jndorsedf—Julj,  1790. 
Dlrectedf 

The  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  PennnsylTania. 


S.  Freeman  to  Pees.  Mifflin— Indian  Murders,  &c.,  1790. 

Portland,  August  5,  1790. 
Sir, 

Four  or  Five  Persons  have  lately  appeared  in  some  of  the  back 
Towns  in  this  County  (^Cumberiand,  State  of  Massachusetta)  who, 
in  the  absence  of  the  Husbands,  have  been  to  their  Houses,  &  beg- 
ging Victuals  of  their  Wives ;  but  when  the  man  of  the  House 
returned,  would  run  off.  The  Women  who  show  them  Hospitality, 
receive,  in  return,  only  abusive  Language,  and,  in  some  Instanoeiy 
the  Victuals  given  to  these  Fallows  have  been  thrown  back  in  the 
Faces  of  those  who  kindly  gave  it.  They  appear  singly,  no  two 
having  been  to  any  House  together,  and  give  no  good  aoconnt  of 
themselves. 

One  of  them  has  been  apprehended  and  brought  before  me,  as  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace  in  this  Coucty.  Upon  his  examination,  he  told 
me  he  came  directly  from  Halifax,  through  the  Woods,  alone,  a  little 
more  than  three  Weeks  ago ;  but  by  Evidence  of  other  Persons,  he 
has  been  in  this  County  more  than  three  Weeks,  &  he  has  told 
People  that  he  came  from  Philadelphia. 

I  take  the  liberty  to  give  your  Excellency  this  Account,  as  I 
recollect  to  have  seen,  lately,  a  Proclamation  for  apprehending 
sundry  Persons  who  murdered  two  friendly  Indians  at  Pine  Creeks 
1  cannot  find  any  Paper  now  that  has  the  Proolamation  in  it,  bat  I 
direct  this  to  your  Excellency,  as  it  appears  by  our  Register  that 
you  preside  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Person  apprehended,  as  above  mentioned,  and  who  la  now  in 
Goal,  is  of  a  dark  Complexion,  has  small,  black  eyes,  is  narked  with 
the  small  Pox,  is  five  feet,  four  Inches  high,  &  says  he  is  19  yesis 
old. 

*J3ee  page  709,  aiidtw^  Co\.B«^i.,NQV^W^..,\^.'®?\,^^,%^.V^2ii* 
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He  appears  to  be  young,  U  cross  &  sulkey,  has  donbtlees  dona 
misohief  somewhere.  It  is  supposed  bj  many,  that  these  fellowi 
are  the  murderers  of  the  Indiaos  above  mentioned,  which  is  the  causa 
of  my  writing  this. 

If  othorwiscy  I  doubt  nob  your  Excellency  will  ezcose  this  Liberty. 
I  am,  most  respectfullyi 

Your  Excellency's  obedient,  humble  Servant, 

S.  FREEMAN. 
Directed, 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esq.,  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia. 


Gbn.  Ricn'D  Butler  to  Pres.  Mifflin,  1790. 

Pittsburgh,  August  8th,  1790. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  your  Excellency  a  copy  of  a  paper 
which  I  received  on  the  6tb  from  the  Ilonbl.  the  Governor  of  th  e 
western  Territory,  demandiDg  a  quota  of  the  militia  of  this  county 
amounting  to  sixty  rank  &  file,  with  proper  Officers.  Having  never 
received  any  Instructions  from  you  respecting  the  Subject  of  ordering, 
out  the  Militia,  I  feel  myself  at  some  loss  on  this  Occasion  ;  however 
from  the  Statement  or  Representation  made  by  the  Governor,  and 
the  Authority  under  which  he  made  the  demand,  I  presume  it  right 
to  comply ;  shall  therefore  Order  the  number  required  to  be  pro- 
portioned to  the  Strength  of  the  Respective  Battallions,  and  taken 
from  the  first  Class,  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  march  again 
the  time  mentioned,  having  no  doubt  of  receiving  your  Excellency's 
Orders  for  that  purpose  in  time.  I  beg  leave  to  inform  your  Excel- 
lency, that  I  have  no  reason  to  think  they  can  Arm  themselves,  as 
required,  the  Officers  having  assured  me  there  is  not  half  arms 
Among  the  people,  &  of  that  proportion  few  or  none  belonging  to 
to  the  public.  Your  Excellency,  from  this  information,  will  be 
better  Able  to  judge  of  the  mode  &  necessity  of  Supplying  the 
Arms,  &c. 

I  am  Sorry  to  have  to  inform  your  Excellency,  that  we  have  in 
this  County  felt  some  of  the  Effects  of  the  hostile  disposition  of  the 
Indians.  About  ten  days  since,  they  have  taken  away  seven  horses 
from  the  people  living  on  the  Allegany  River,  about  sixteen  miles 
Above  Pittsburgh ;  And  on  the  2d  Inst't  several  from  the  mouth 
of  Racoon,  below  Beaver  creek.  I  should  be  sorry  to  incur  the  charge 
of  presuming  on  the  Authority  of  the  State,  by  taking  any  premature 
or  improper  step  without  instructions  from  ^out  Vji.^\\^\i^^  ^\i>aX»  ^- 
flatter  myatHfihe  preseiration  of  the  people  &  iViW  y^q^^xVj  ^^^ji^ 
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eoBBidered  of  the  drat  importanoe  k  jastfy  any  measnra  I  may  lib 
for  that  parpose^  till  I  can  hear  from  yoa.  As  there  ia  gmt 
reaeon  to  fear  we  shall  reeeive  future  hostile  risita  from  the  ill  &- 
posed  savages  (horse  stealing  being  generally  a  foreranner  of  oth«r 
mischief)  I  will  venture  to  direct  the  Ool.  of  the  4tk  Battall'n— it 
being  the  most  contiguous — to  hold  fifty  men  &  their  Officers  readj 
to  pursue  any  party  of  Indians  that  may  do  mischief  within  the 
bounds  of  this  county,  untill  I  have  the  honor  to  receive  your  Excel- 
lency's Instructions  on  the  Subjects  mentioned,  which  I  flatter  myself 
your  Excellency  will  forward  as  early  as  possible  for  my  Guidanoe. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect, 

Your  Excellency's  most  Obed't,  Hubl.  S't, 
RICHARD  BUTLER,* 
Lieut' t  Allegany  County. 
Dtrectedf 

Public  Service. — His  Excellency  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esquire,  Preo- 
dent  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
Indorsed, 

Read  in  Council,  August  19th«  1790,  see  minutes. 


Gen.  St.  Claie  to  Gen.  Butler— Indians,  1790. 

Circular. 

Pittsburgh,  Angnst  16th,  1T90.. 

Sir, 

The  Interests  of  the  United  States  dictating  a  Peace  with  the  In- 
dians on  the  Ouabacbe,  if  it  could  bo  obtained  upon  reasonable  termi, 
I  was  directed  by  the  President  to  inform  them  of  the  disporitioD 
of  the  general  Government  on  that  Subject,  and  to  try  to  Effect 
it.  At  the  same  time,  I  was  instructed  by  him  to  take  measores 
for  the  security  of  the  frontier  Country,  in  the  case  of  their  eoo- 
tinuing  hostile.  The  following  is  extracted  from  his  Instructions 
to  me :  —  *'  You  will,  therefore,  inform  the  said  Indians  of  the 
disposition  of  the  general  Government  on  this  Subject,  and  of 
their  reasonable  desire  that  there  should  be  a  Cessation  of  hos- 
tilities as  a  prelude  to  the  Treaty.  If,  however,  notwithstanding 
your  intimations  to  them,  they  should  continue  their  hostilities  or 
meditate  any  incursions  against  the  frontiers  of  Virginia  and  Penn- 
sylvania, or  against  any  of  the  Troops  &  posts  of  the  United  States, 
and  it  should  appear  to  you  that  the  time  of  Execution  would  be  so 
near  as  to  forbid  your  transmitting  Information  to  me  and  receiving 
my  further  orders  thereon,  then  you  are  hereby  Authoriaed  and 
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Empowered^  in  mj  name  to  oM  on  the  Lieatenants  of  the  nearest 
1  ocMiDtiea  of  Virginia  and  PennsyWania  for  sueh  detachments  of  Mi- 
t  Utia  afl  you  may  jadge  proper,  not  Ezeeediag  one  Thousand  from 
i  Virginia  and  five  hundred  from  PenDsylvania.  I  have  directed  let- 
i  tars  to  be  written  to  the  Executives  of  Virginia  and  Pennsylvaniai 
!  informing  them  of  the  before  recited  Aot  of  Congress,  and  that  I  have 
i  given  you  these  conditional  directions,  so  that  there  may  not  be  any 
obstructions  to  such  measures  as  shall  be  necessary  to  be  taken  by 
you  for  calling  forth  the  said  Militia,  agreeably  to  the  Instructions 
herein  Contained.  The  said  Militia  to  act  in  conjunction  with  the 
Federal  Troops  in  such  operatious,  offensive  or  defensive,  as  you  and 
the  Commandinff  officer  of  the  troops  conjointly  shall  judge  neces- 
sary for  the  public  Service,  and  the  protection  of  the  Inhabitants 
and  the  Posts.  The  said  Militia,  while  in  actual  Service,  to  be  on  the 
Continental  Establishment  of  pay  and  Rations.  To  arm  and  equip 
themselves,  but  to  be  furnished  with  public  Ammunition,  if  necessaiy. 
And  no  charge  for  the  pay  of  the  said  Militia  will  be  valid  unless 
supported  by  regular  musters  made  by  a  Field  or  other  officer  of  the 
Federal  Troops,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Commanding  officer  of  the 
Troops.''*  I  have  now  to  inform  you,  Sir,  that  there  is  no  prospect 
of  Peace  with  the  said  Indians  at  present ;  on  the  contrary,  they 
continue  to  be  very  ill  disposed  towards  the  United  States  in  general| 
and  to  Virginia  in  particular,  and  many  parties,  from  the  information 
I  have  received,  are  now  actually  gone  to  War.  The  commanding 
Officer  of  the  Troops,  General  Harmar,  and  myself,  have  therefore 
concerted  a  plan  of  offensive  Opperations  against  them,  and  in  con- 
forming with  the  above  recited  Instructions,  I  now  call  upon  you,  in 
the  name  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  for  sixty  men,  rank 
&  file,  properly  officered,  agreeably  to  the  legal  Establishment  of  the 
Militia  of  your  State,  to  act  in  Conjunction  with  the  Federal  Troops 
against  the  said  Indians ;  and  that  they  be  at  the  month  of  McMa- 
heu's  Creek,  about  four  miles  below  Wheeling,  on  the  third  day  of 
September  next,  arm'd  and  Equipped  for  a  Service  of  Sixty  days,  at 
least,  after  their  junction  with  the  Troops,  unless  the  Object  in  View 
should  be  sooner  accomplished.  The  laudable  Spirit  the  Militia 
have  always  shown  to  repress  the  Incursions  of  the  Savages,  leaves 
not  room  for  a  doubt  but  the  opportunity  to  punish  them  for  their 
many  Injuries  &  cruelties,  will  be  Embraced  with  Avidity,  but 
nllow  me,  Sir,  to  observe  that  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that 
they  be  punctually  at  the  place  of  Ecndevous.  A  failure  there 
might  defeat  the  whole  opperations.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 
your  very  Hble.  Serv't, 

Signed^ 

AR.  St.  CLAIR, 
Oovomor  of  the  Territory  of  the  United  Sutes,  North-West  of 
the  Ohio. 

*  See  page  6S6. 
Vol.  XL— 31 
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Proyisiona  will  be  laid  in  at  the  place  of  RendeTovs  by  ibe  Coi> 
tractors  and  the  means  of  transportation  from  thence  proTided;  Vit 
it  will  be  necessary  that  the  detachment  march  by  land  to  tk 
point  on  this  side  of  the  Ohio,  opposite  to  M'Machen's  Creek,  m 
the  state  of  the  river  will  not  admit  loaded  boats  to  pass  fr<Ni 
Pittsbargh,  yon  will  therefore  please  to  give  the  neceesary  orders  on 
that  head  to  the  officers  who  will  command  it,  and  inform  Mr. 
Williams,  the  Contractor  of  Pittabnrgh,  of  the  day  tbe  mareh  will 
be  taken  np. 

I  certify  the  within  copy  to  be  jnst  the  original  remuoing  in  mj 
hands. 

RICH'D  BUTLER, 

LioQt;  County  of  Allegany. 
Directed, 

Gen'l  Rich'd  Butler,  Lionienant  of  the  county  of  Allegany,  ia 
Pennsylvania. 


Preb.    Mifflin  to    Thomas   Jefferson,  Seo'y    of    State- 
Naturalization,  1790. 

In  Council, 

Pbilad'a,  August  10th,  1790. 
Sir, 

1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  Letter  of 
the  3l8t  March,  1790,^^  with  two  copies  of  the  acts,  &o.,  for  the 
enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States ;  for  the 
establishing  an  uniform  rule  of  naturaliEatioo,  &  for  the  support  of 
OovernmcDt  for  the  year  1790. 

With  Sentiments  of  perfect  respect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obd't 

and  most  humble  Servant, 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Indorsed, — April  10. 

Directed, 
To  Tbo.  Jefferson,  &c. 


John  Churchman  to  Seo*y  Trimble — Variation  Charts, 

1790. 

John  Churchman's  best  respects  are  to  his  Friend  James  Trimble, 
Esq.,  with  information  that  he  has  herewith  sent  nine  Variation 
Charts  &  Books  for  the  President  and  members  of  the  Suprene 
Executive  Council.    Be  bo  gpod^  therefore,  as  to  receive  the  feveral 
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-1  UanoM,  if  fcbey  should  be  pleased    to  mike  payment  on  tiheir  le- 

fi  eeiTiDg  tbe  wodE.    The  full  priee  being  three  doUan  each,  thoee 

■  names  in  tbe  following  list,  who  bsTe  para  one^ird  on  Babsinribing, 

i  oalj  stand  charged  with  two  dollars  eaoh. 


1 

The  President  paid, 

iO  15  0 

r 

Honble  Amos  Greggi 

Abraham  Smith,  E^.,  paid  to  J.  T., 

0  16  0 

i 

12  6 

f 

William  Finley,  Esq.,        do. 

12  6 

James  Martin,  Esq  ,          do. 

12  6 

1 

Christopher  Kucher,  Esq., 

12  6 

Zebalon  Potts,  Esq., 

12  6 

f  Lord  Butler,  Esq., 

12  6 

- 

Charles  Biddle,  Esq., 

0  15  0 

je9  0  0 

The  name  of  the  member  marked   thns,*}*  did   not   determine 
possitively  to  take  a  copy. 

8  mo.,  (August)  14th,  1790. 
Directed, 

James  Trimble,  Esq. 


John  Bobinson  to  Col.  Paoctob — Murdkb  of  Indians,  1790. 

Pine  Creek,  August  17th,  1790. 
Sir, 

I  Desire  to  Inform  you  that  Messrs.  Benjamin  Wtlker,  Henry 
Walker,  Jos.  Walker  &  Sam'l  Doyle,*  have  upon  mature  Delibera- 
tion been  convinced  of  their  Error,  and  given  themselves  up  to  stand 
their  Tryal  according  to  Law. 

They  do  most  Earnestly  Solicit  your  friendship,  and  pray  yon 
would  use  your  Interest  &  Endeavours  in  their  behalf  with  Couooil 
in  order  to  medigate  their  fault,  which  they  are  from  all  appearanoe 
very  sorry  for,  and  has  petitioned  Council  for  pardon,  they  therefore 
pray  that  you  would  hand  the  petition  in  Council,  using  your  influ- 
ence with  the  President  and  Council,  Twhich  they  know  to  be  great) 
for  their  pardon ;  their  Desire  of  iDtormiog  you  of  their  present 
situation  is  very  earnest,  hoping  that  if  you  were  informed  the  true 
state  of  the  matter  you  would  be  their  friend,  and  knowing  there 
has  been  a  correspondence  between  you  and  my  father,  have  desired 
me  to  write  to  you  and  state  their  inducement  for  killing  the 
Indians,  and  my  desire  being  great  for  the  preservation  of  their  lives, 
join  them  in  their  wish  for  your  Interest,  which  I  now  eara^s.iX)! 

*  See  Col  Rec,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  4^^. 


Craae^  t  will  ^tc  you  their  Keiftoiia  for  kiUmg  the  two  Indiaai^ 
which  ij*  Rs  fdUows  ',  ouft  of  the  two  Indians  thej  kiH'd,  Von  ted  oC 
hia  taking  twentj-Lhre«  seaipB,  on©  of  the  BCalp'd  persoQiS  yet  iliv 
18  witliDg  to  give  in  on  oatH  ibat  ka  mlp^d  k«  at  lia 
their  fiitUr,  John  Walker  was  killed  k  aoalp'd,  whioli  waa  thw  in- 
dncement  for  killing  them. 

I  kiTe' nothing  worth  writiM|.  to  jon  from  herepboi  pmyoMO 
more  fi>r  yoar  Interest  in  behalf  of  the  amamentioMd  mamp^JwIuQh 
will  be  o?er  Oreatefolly  aoknowledjpd  by  ydor  moat  obe^enk  Uf  aUa 
BerTsaty 

^OHN  BOBIN&ON. 
Dtrededf 

Corn  Thomas  Proctor,  Esq.,  Phihd'a.    , 


SiG*7  Jkitebson  to  PBia.  MitruNi  1790. 

New  York,  Aug.  18th,  1790. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  send  yon  herein  enclosed,  two  copies,  duly 
anthenticated,  of  a  Resolution  making  allowance  for  the  service  of 
the  Clerks  employed  in  the  office  of  the  Commissioner  of  Army 
accounts;  also  of  a  Resolution  to 'defray  the  expenee  of  precnring 
Seals  for  the  Supreme,  Circuit  and  District  Courts  of  the  United 
States ;  also  of  an  act  making  Provision  for  the  Debt  of  the  United 
States ;  also  of  an  act  to  provide  more  effectually  for  the  collection 
of  the  duties  imposed  by  Law  on  (}oods^  Wares  and  merofaandiie 
imported  into  the  United  States,  and  on  the  Tonnage  of  Skips  or 
Yeanls ;  also  of  an  act  to  coDtinne  in  force  for  a  limited  time  aa 
act  entitled  "au  act  for  temporary  Establishmeat  of  the  Post  Ofiee;" 
■ho  of  an  aot  for  the  Belief  of  John  Stewart  and  John  Davidson ; 
also  of  an  aot  to  provide  more  effeotually  for  the  settlement  of  the 
aeeounts  between  the  United  States  and  the  individual  Statea ;  and 
of  being  with  Sentiments  of  the  moat  porfeet  Baspeet, 
Your  Ezcellenoy's  most  obedient, 

and  most  hamble  Servant, 

TH.  JEPFEE80N.* 
Direotedj 

His  Excellency,  The  Prerident  of  Pennsylvania* 
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PrBB.  MlFlUN  TO  BaMUBL  FRBlBfAir,  1790. 

In  Couneily 

Philladelphia,  Atigast  19th,  1790. 
Bir, 

I  haT6  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  Reoeipt  of  yonr  Letter, 
deted  Portland,  Maesacbnaette,  Angast  6th,  1790,*  and  agreeably  to 
^oar  Request  herewith  send  to  jou  fovr  printed  ProolamatSonB,  ofTer- 
iDg  rewards  for  the  eeeunog  and  bringing  to  Jvstioe,  Benjamin 
Walker,  Henry  Walker,  Joseph  Walker  and  Samuel  Doyle^  who  are 
charged  on  Oath  with  having  murdered  two  friendly  Indians  on  Pine 
Creek,  in  this  State.  I  also  transmit  a  description  of  the  three 
Walkers  and  of  Doyle,  and  sincerely  hope  they  may  be  apprehended 
•nd  brought  to  Justice. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be^  with  great  respect. 
Directed^ 

Samuel  Freeman,  Esquire. 


Debobiptioh  or  the  Indian  Murderxrb,  1790. 

Benjamin  Walker,  about  28  years  of  age,  about  five  feet  nine  Inches 
high,  straight  and  well  made,  full  faced,  a  little  freckled,  large  Eyes, 
dark  sandy  hair,  wears  it  tied,  fond  of  Company  and  Strong  liquor, 
Tery  talkative,  and  very  apt  to  mock  the  Germans  speaking  broken 
English,  is  left  handed,  deals  in  Lands  and  brags  much  of  his 
property,  followed  farming  and  Boating. 

Henry  Walker,  about  25  years  of  age,  five  feet  six  Inches  high, 
straight  made,  thin  visaged,  pockmarked  and  freckled,  squints  a 
little  with  both  Eyes,  long,  dark,  sandy  hair,  brought  up  to  boating 
and  Farming. 

Joseph  Walker  about  23  years  of  age,  five  feet  ten  inches  high, 
slim  made  and  very  straight,  full  fiaoed  and  much  freckled,  long 
dark  sandy  hair,  very  proud,  a  blacksmith  by  Trade  but  don't  follow 
it,  food  of  his  gun.  Civil  in  Company,  was  out  with  the  Commis- 
sioners as  a  hunter  and  Chain  bearer  when  running  the  New  York 
line. 

Samuel  Doyle,  about  27  years  of  agci  five  feet  seven  Inches  high, 
smooth,  full  faced,  short,  fair  hair,  fond  of  Company  and  strong 
Liquor,  was  a  soldier  in  Captain  Robinson's  Company  of  Pennsyl- 
vania Rangers,  stout  and  well  built,  brought  up  to  farming,  apt  to 
brag  of  his  abilities  in  Chopping  or  mauling  rails^  very  peaceable 
when  sober. 

#  Sh9p»S^  714i  also  CoL  Bee.,  V6L  1L\^«  ^.  43^ 
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His  BzoelleDojy  Thomaa  Hlfliiif  Bi^r,  ft  Hie  Him'Ue  SnpraM 

BjMqatUeCJoandlL  \ 

Ab  I  am  preparing  an  Bstimate  of  Ezpenaea  ft  Bevennea  to  k| 
iMfore  tbe  Hon'ble  L^ialaUir^  al  llieir  JMat  aeaaum,  I  reqveal;  joor 
bon.  Board  will  be  pleased  to  isfoni  jne  the  aoMMUit  of  DepMoiatita 
jOeriifieates  thai  were  oonsideMd  as  eaebeats  to  tbia  ChnaMnmallhi 
Mreeablij  to  tbe  aet  of  26  Blareh,  1786, jdie^  todkoet  the  OoBiptioll* 
General  to  funiah  this  ofice  with  the  anoimt  ^  CeriilidBtea  jsaasl 
for  the  Sepneiatktt  ef  paj  dee  the  Late  amp  to  the  28  Saftea^ 
1789.  Fanded, 

.do.  do.  Uofunded, 

The  amount  of  prinoipal  said  Gertifioatea  teeeivod  faj  Uai  fv 
acoount  of  thia  State,  ezoept  thoae  i^aoaived  from  I^iinda  Johnatooy 
Esq'r,  Beceiver  Oen.  of  Land  Oftoe. 

The  amount  of  Funded  Debt^  or  Militia  Certifioates,  iaaoed  by  hSm 
to  the  28  March,  1789. 

The  amount  principal  of  said  Certificates  received  by  him  for 
account  this  State,  except  those  he  received  from  Francis  Johnston, 
Esq'r. 

The  amount  of  principal  of  New  Loan  &  Continental  Certificates 
he  may  have  received  for  the  use  of  this  State,  except  those  paid 
him  by  the  Receiver  General,  &  the  Continentals  received  on  Loan, 
with  the  dates  of  Interest. 

All  of  which  are  material  to  the  arrangements  making  in  this 


I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  greatest  respect, 

your  most  obedient  h'ble  serv., 
JOHN  DONNALDSON, 

Beg.  Gen.  Office. 
Aug.  21, 1790. 
Directed^ 
His  Exoellency,  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esq.,  in  Council. 


Seorbtart  Jefferson  to  Prss.  Mifflin,  1790. 

New  York,  August  2ad,  1790. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  \ionot  to  a«ud  ^troi  bftrelu  enclosed  two  copies,  dnly 
antbentioated,  of  an  atl  xa«3iAii%  to^vt  ^frarvsMs^  VstN^^^^meot 
of  the  debts  of  t\ie  UmteaLataVAia-,  i;!^^lwivd^.\ft«i^^^^«i. 
and  Soldiers  of  the  \iTgiu\i.  Hoie  «l  «iaS««^  .a>i^>te«^v^ 
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obtain  Titlw  to  oertain  Lands  Ijiog  north  west  of  the  river  Ohio^ 
between  the  little  Miami  and  Sciota ;  also  of  an  aot  aothorisiog  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  finish  the  Light  Honse  on  Portland 
Head  in  the  District  of  Maine ;  also  of  an  aot  declaring  the  assent 
of  Congress  to  certain  acts  of  the  States  of  Maryland,  Georgia  and 
Bhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations ;  also  of  an  act  for  the 
relief  of  the  persons  therein  mentioned  or  described ;  also  of  an  act 
for  the  relief  of  disabled  Soldiers  and  Seamen  lately  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  and  of  certain  other  persons ;  also  of  an  act  to 
alter  the  times  for  holding  the  Circuit  Courts  of  the  United  States 
in  the  Districts  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  and  providing  that 
the  District  Court  of  Pennsylvania  shall  in  future  be  held  at  the 
City  of  Philadelphia  only ;  also,  of  a  Resolution  directing  that  a 
return  of  certain  Surveys  of  Lands  in  the  western  Territory  be  made 
to  and  perfected  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury ;  also  of  an  aot 
making  certain  appropriations  therein  mentioned;  also  of  an  act 
making  provision  for  tho  reduction  of  the  public  debt ;  and  of  being 
with  sentiments  of  the  most  perfect  respect 
your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  & 

most  humble  Serv't, 
TH.  JEFFERSON.* 

DCrectedf 
His  Ezcellencyi  The  President  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


Richard  Butler,  Lt.,  &o.,  to  Pres.  Mifflin — Indians,  1790. 

Pitteburgh,  26th  August,  1790. 
Sir, 

Since  my  letter  of  the  8th  by  bis  Ezcclle'y  the  Governor  of  tho 
Western  Territory,  the  Indians  have  taken  horses  from  plumb- 
creek  ;  &  I  have  been  informed  by  some  friendly  Indians  of  two 
small  parties  being  seen  lurking  about,  in  consequence  of  which  I 
advised  the  appearance  of  some  Volunteers  on  the  frontier  which  I 
flatter  myself  has  had,  &  will  have,  a  good  £)ficct  if  continued,  but 
as  this  measure  is  only  a  matter  of  courtesy  of  the  people,  of  which 
they  will  soon  tire  unless  legally  authorised  or  called  on,  and  may 
be  productive  of  Serious  consequences  should  they  fall  in  with  any 
of  these  depredating  savage  parties.  It  may  be  thought  irregular 
(however  necessary,)  in  me  to  take  these  steps  without  the  sanction 
of  government,  yet  it  appears  hard  that  our  poor  frontier  people 
should  suffer ^thcse  robberies  without  a  prospect  of  recovering  their 
property,  or  any  protection,  Retribution  or  Satisfaction  from  govern- 

*  See  Col.  Rcc,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  4^^. 
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aient  In  tralli  Sir,  ilb  my  red  OpiBion  their  mreitjaMed  to  HMs 
Bxpoa*d  ritiatioii  oMrits  the  noUoe  of  yosr  EzcelleBoy  ft  Coaecil, 
I  beg  leave  farther  to  aseare  yoiir  Bzeelleney  that  I  am  ftnthonsel 
by  the  Representation  of  the  ooramitnding  oBoeni  of  the  reepeetifi 
iNittaluma  to  assert  that  there  is  not  arms  in  the  hands  of  half  tha 
Militia,  or  are  they  able  to  pnrohaae  ivere  they  to  be  had.  Amnt- 
ni^on  M  also  searee  and  dear;  nnder  these  oireomstances  abonld  tbe 
saragee  take  advantage  of  this  qnarter  the  eonseqneneee  would  be 
severely  felt  by  many,  and  many  who  hate  been  already  injoei 
mnst  be  totally  rained. 

In  making^  this  representation  I  tatter  myself  yoor  Bzeellenev 
will  eonsider  it  in  the  most  favourable  point  of  view  as  the  motive  ■ 
the  Security  of  tbe  people  &  neaee  oT  this  quarter  of  the  State,  and 
I  ftirther  hope  that  your  Bzeellenqy ft  Oonneil  wDI  be  pleased  totals 
measures  for  proonring  ft  forwarding  fbr  the  use  of  the  militia  of  this 
Oounty,  a  supply  of  arms  ft  ammunition.  I  think  from  the  infBnsa- 
tf  on  I  have  about  eight  or  nine  hundred  stand  of  good  arms,  two  ton 
of  Powder,  four  tons  of  lead  ft  four  Thousand  ituts  would  place  u 
in  a  good  Sitnation  for  defence.  Should  they  not  be  wanted  for 
immediate  use  the  whole,  or  part,  can  be  carefolly  stored  ft  held 
ready  in  case  of  necessity ;  your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  Ezcoae 
mo  for  again  requesting  your  instructions  on  the  subject  of  marchiog 
the  militia  demaoded  by  the  Qovemor  of  the  Western  Territory  as 
soon  as  possible  if  not  already  sent  forward,  as  they  are  warned  k 
Heady  to  march.  It  is  far  from  my  wish  to  give  trouble,  or  allarm, 
or  do  I  suspect  aoy  danger  from  the  six  nations  people,  or  is  it  very 
probable  the  westerly  Indians  will  Ever  approach  us  in  a  formidable 
manner,  but  a  few  Bmall  parties  (which  is  in  their  power  at  all  times) 
will  have  the  unfortunate  Effect  of  disturbing  the  peace  of  the 
Country  &  driving  the  people  from  their  places. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  the  greatest  respect 

your  Excellence's 

most  obed.  Hbl.  St, 
EIGH'D  BUTLER, 
Lieut  Allegany  Oounty. 
Directed, 

His  Excellency  The  President  of  the  State  of  Penn'a,  in  Council 
Philoda. 
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Job.  Thoiias  to  Prss.  Mutun— Doan's  Estate^  1790. 

Philad'a,  Aug  26, 1790. 
Sir, 

I  beg  leave  to  inform  your  Excellenoj,  that  being  the  purchaser 
of  an  estate,  supposed  to  be  forfeited  to  the  Commonwealth,  by  the 
attainder  of  Joseph  Doan,  and  having  been  sued  in  an  action  of 
Tretpaas  and  ejectment,  your  honorable  board  a  considerable  time 
ago,  resolved  to  undertake  the  defence  of  the  said  action  and  ap- 
pointed Messieurs  Sergeant  &  Bradford  as  Counsel  for  that  purpose. 
As  I  am  informed  that  no  compensation  hath  yet  been  made  to  those 
Gentlemen,  and  as  the  cause  is  marked  for  trial  in  October  next, 
I  beg  your  Excellences  attention  to  this  business. 
With  all  duo  respect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your 

Excellency's  most  obedient  Servant, 

JOS.  THOMAS. 
Directed^ 

To  His  Excellency  the  President  in  Council. 


Robert  Oalbraith  to  Prbs.  Mifflin — Road,  1790. 

Sir, 

Having  performed  mv  part  of  the  Contract  entered  into  with  your 
Honorable  Board  for  Opening  the  Road  from  Frankstown  to  Conc- 
magh,  take  the  liberty  of  requesting  an  Order  on  the  Treasury  for 
the  residue  of  my  pay ;  Suggesting  at  the  Same  time,  as  the  Con- 
tract was  for  Specie  &  the  Monies  Already  Received  was  paper, 
which  I  was  Obliged  to  pass  at  a  Considerable  discount,  and  the 
Money  yet  to  be  Received  is  not  much  better.  I  hope  Your  Excel- 
lency &  Council  will  cause  Inquiry  to  be  made  into  the  depreciation 
at  the  several  times  of  payment,  &  make  Such  allowance  as  appear 
Just  &  Reasonable.  You  will  please  also  to  recollect  that  the  work 
was  finished  in  Sept.  last,  But  Owing  to  the  Ill-founded  Objections 
then  made  to  it,  I  was  debarred  from  a  Settlement  at  that  time.  I 
acknowledge  there  now  Appears  Upon  a  review  of  the  Road  Some 
small  defects  which  I  am  willing  to  amend,  But  at  the  Same  time  Bcgi 
leave  to  Observe  that  very  few  of  these  would  appeared  had  the 
work  been  reviewed  at  the  time  it  was  newly  Compleated.  I  hope 
Your  ExcelJencj  &  Council  will  be  convinced  from  \Xi<i^^^<3i\.  <i^. 
tbo  IlononbJe  William  Finly,  Esq.,  that  1  Viave  doii^m^  ^viX^v^ 

♦  See  Col  Rec,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  450. 
31* 
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the  Basiness,  &  Grant  me  Such  a  Sum  as  will  Gompenaate  for  the 
loss  I  Sustained  by  the  delaj  of  payment  aa  well  as  the  depreeiition 
of  the  Money.* 
August  30tb,  1790. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be. 

Your  Ezcellenoy  &  GouDciFa, 

Most  Obedient,  Humble  Sorvant, 
ROBERT  GALBRAITH. 
Indonedf 

Read  August  80th,  1790.    Referred  to  Messrs.  Gregg,  Kncber, 
Taylor,  Wilson,  and  Gen.  Watt. 
Directed  J 

His  Excellency,  the  President  in  Council. 


Sec't  of  Cincinnati  to  Gen.  Mifflin — Visit  to  Pres. 
U.  S.,  1790. 

Sept.  3d,  1790. 
Sir, 

The  Quarterly  Meeting  of  the  Committee  of  the  Cinoinnali  Society 
is  to  bo  held  on  Monday  next.  I  beg  leave  to  suggest  the  propriety 
of  the  Committee,  together  with  such  members  of  the  Society  who 
are  in  town,  do  meet  on  to-morrow,  Saturday,  at  12  o'clock,  at  the 
State  House,  to  transact  such  business  as  may  come  before  them,  k 
then  march  in  procession  to  pay  their  respects  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States  on  his  arrival  in  the  City.  As  the  hint  was  ^ven 
to  me  by  a  few  old  officers,  I  thought  it  necessary  to  inform  yoa 
thereof,  that  you  might  take  such  measures  on  the  subject  u  was 
most  agreeable  to  your  wishes. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  Exoellenoy's  most  ob't  Ser't, 

RICH'D  FULLERTON,  Sec'y. 
To  his  Excellency,  Thomas  Mifflin,  President  of  tho  Pennsylvania 
Society  of  her  Cincinnatti. 

N.  B.     If  you  approve  of  the  within  I  will  order  a  meeting  for 
4 the  purpose. 

*  Sec  Col.  Rec,  VoL  XVI.,  p.  487,  442. 
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Wm.  Lkwis  to  Pbib.  Mutlin— Infbaotions  or  TbiatTi  1790. 

Philada.  14th  Septr.,  1790. 
Sir, 

The  following  is  an  extract  of  so  mnch  of  a  Letter  which  I  have 
receiyed  from  the  honorable  Mr.  Jefferson  Secretary  of  State,  as 
eoncerns  the  Bosiness  to  which  I  am  aboat  to  beg  yonr  attention. 

New  Tork,  August  12th,  1790. 
Sir, 

<'  It  is  desirable  that  Government  should  be  informed  what 
«  proceedings  have  taken  place  in  the  several  States  since  the  treaty 
''  with  Great  Britain,  which  may  be  considered  by  that  nation  as 
'<  infractions  of  the  Treaty,  and  consequently  that  we  should  be 
**  furnished  with  copies  of  all  Acta,  orders,  proclamations,  and 
<^  decisions,  legislative  executive  or  judiciary,  which  may  haveaffee- 
*^  ted  the  debts  or  other  property,  or  the  persons  of  British  subjects 
<'  or  American  refugees.  The  proceedings  subsequent  to  the  Treaty 
"  will  sometimes  call  for  those  also  which  took  place  during  the  War. 
'<  No  person  is  more  able  than  yourself.  Sir,  to  furnish  us  with  a 
<^  List  of  the  proceedings  of  this  kind,  which  have  taken  place  within 
^^  your  State,  nor  is  there  any  on  whom  we  may  with  more  propriety 
'<  rely  for  it,  as  well  as  to  take  the  trouble  of  famishing  us  with 
<'  exact  copies  of  them  i  Should  you  be  so  kind  as  to  state  any  facts 
**  or  circumstances  which  may  enter  into  the  justification  or  explan* 
'^  ation  of  any  of  these  proceedings,  they  will  be  thankfully  received; 
"  and  it  is  wished  the  whole  may  come  to  hand  between  this  and 
<<  the  last  of  October. 

''  Your  Zeal  for  the  general  service  needs  not  to  be  excited,  by 
'^  information,  that  it  is  with  the  special  approbation  of  the  President 
'<  of  the  United  States  that  I  address  you  on  this  occasion." 

Your  Excellency  and  the  honorable  Board  at  which  you  preside, 
will  readily  perceive  it  to  be  essential  to  the  vindicating  of  the  honor 
and  the  Interest  of  the  United  States,  that  complete  information 
should  be  obtained  on  the  subject  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  Letter, 
and  as  I  cannot  have  access  to  your  minutes,  I  must  take  the  liberty 
of  requesting  to  be  furnished  with  copies  of  all  Proclamations,  orders, 
minutes,  and  proceedings  of  Council,  if  any  such  there  are  which 
may  be  supposed  by  the  people  of  Great  Britain  to  have  been  in 
violation  of  the  Treaty  between  that  nation  and  the  United  States. 
The  expence  attending  this  Business  shall  be  paid  the  moment  it  is 
compleated. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,Your  Ezcllcncys 
Mo.  Obt.  &  Mo.  hble.  Servt. 
Directed,  WM.  LEWIS.* 

His  Excellency,  Thonuis  MifQin  Esqre.  President  of  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council  of  Pennsyla. 

♦  See  Cel  Bee.,  Vol  XVI.,  p.  466 ;  also  46^  lot  fLwoVa!i\^xtt'^w«ft^^a«^"^ 
2J§t,  OB  the  foregoing. 
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a^rr  w  Wae  to  Vtm.  Itmutf   PiWMtort^  IWft 

War  Deputmenty  15di  Septemr^  1790. 

The  Coogrw  of  Um  TJnitod  8t%ta  U?e  dmetoCibe  leffater  of 
Ihe  Tkmiuj  Io  iaaue  oertifkxilea  to  tbp  inmtay  ioTf^do,  and  to  dbe 
Widows  and  Orpliuis  of  such  OSoen,  non-commianoned  OSecn 
and  Pm%tm  who  wmm  kilM  or  Aad  while  io  aervioe  of  iho  United 
Statesy  aud  who  are  entitled  to  Peneione  hj  the  Acts  of 


for  the  aneut  of  tteir  i^nrioM  dae,  pnor  to  the  Ibiuih  day  of 


Marsh  1789.    It  has  therefore  beeena  <iiseMatf  la 
fieeisieB  the  anm  dna  to  eaeh  iadivUaal  of  the  aaofe  deseriptfeo. 
'    Aaaefiralof  theSMesvayhavspaidapartorlhewhokf,  of  tbe 
iaid  arvaan  siaee  the  retom  raeoifed  at  diis  tMhe;  I  have  the  honor 


taspselfally  to  vsqaest  thai  jea  weoM  ha  pleaead  ta  oaaoe  w»  to 
ha  iDfornaed  whether  any  aaah  paytaenl  of  arrears  has  haett  nado 
hy  the  State  of  Peonsylvaab  siaee  the  seventh  of  Deeemher  1789^ 
the  date  of  the  list  ttaasmitted  to  tUs  Oftoe  by  your  direotloD. 

If  any  partial  payments  hare  been  made  by  the  State  of  Psonsyl- 
waia,  I  take  the  liberty  to  reqaeat  the  information,  whether  an; 
arrears  prior  to  the  said  fonrth  m  March  1789  remain  doe,  and  if  so, 
the  amount  to  eaeh  individual. 

If  no  payments  have  been  made  siaee  the  date  of  the  said  list, 
the  arrearages  may  be  made  out  at  this  Office,  presamiag  on  the 
aoearaey  of  the  list  received. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  Excellency's  Most 

Obed.  &  ham.  Servt 

H.  KNOX, 

Sec'y  of  War. 
Dirteied, 

His  Bxcellency  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


Psrm  Z.  liLOTD  TO  Pbes.  Mitflin — AsssmblTj  1790. 

Sept.  20th,  1790. 
Sir, 

The  unexpected  dissolution  of  the  late  Qeneral  Assembly  haviag 
oooasioned  a  seemm|^  abrnplnon  Vn  \.ViA  ^loaiu^  their  journals,  I  ha^ 
ta  reqaeat  that  yow  £xca\VA^sfiy^V\\A>^sMK^v^  w^ia&x\]^ih«m^^ 
fideration  of  ihe  Supreme  "Bxeeu^v^e  Qrwm^^^  wi^^^K^ 
jainiHg  to  the  miuutai  ol  tiwa  W»>t^^^'^«^^3*^^^^ 
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liiisena  of  P^Dasj^kaQia/'  and  signed  by  fifty  six  members^  which  waa 
printed  in  the  Penoaylvaoia  Oaaette  the  8th  ioataDt* 
I  tiAve  the  honor  to  be 

Sir,  yonr  very  obed't  flcrv*fc, 

PETER  Z.  LLOYD.* 
Directed^ 

His  Ezcellenoy  Thomas  Mifflioi  Esq. 
Indorud, 

Bead  in  Council  Sept  21st,  1790  for  their  determination  see  the 
minutes. 

J.  T.  for  C.  B.  Secy. 


Bbpokt  or  John  Ntoholbon,  Esq.,  or  Lvttbr  from  Sbot.  of 

WAR^PsifSIONBRfl,  1790. 

In  Pursuance  of  The  Reference  of  The  Hon'ble  The  Council  with 
the  letter  from  the  secretary  at  war  herewith,  I  beg  leave  to  report. 

That  since  the  return  which  I  made  of  The  Invalid  pensioners  in  De- 
eember  1789't'  sundry  payments  have  been  made  of  arrears  of  Pensions 
due  before  the  first  of  May  preceding,  and  which  were  not  then  paid 
up,  and  that  the  state  of  Penna.  hath  made  provision  for  the  payment 
of  the  Pensions  of  the  invalids  aforesaid  until  the  first  of  May  aforesaid, 
80  that  the  few  who  yet  remain  unpaid  if  they  are  alive  and  apply 
will  be  intitled  thereto  from  the  state  of  Penna.  Therefore  there  will 
be  no  arrears  to  be  settled  by  the  United  States  with  Invalid  pen- 
sioners of  this  state,  on  the  contrary,  this  state  hath  paid  them  as 
hath  been  heretofore  represented  to  the  United  States  for  one  month 
and  twenty  seven  days  of  the  time  for  which  payment  was  ordered 
also  by  the  United  States,  that  is  firom  the  4th,  of  March  till  let  May 
1789. 

The  widows  and  Children  of  Commissioned  officers  acknowledged 
to  be  of  the  line  of  this  state  and  who  died  in  actual  $ervice  or  in 
eaptiviii/  are  also  provided  for  by  this  state  and  there  will  be  no  ar- 
rears to  be  made  up  to  them  by  the  United  States ;  But  there  hath 
been  no  provision  made  by  this  state  for  the  widows  and  orphans 
of  Commissioned  ojffvcers  who  died  and  were  not  in  actual  service  or  in 
captioitj/  at  the  time,  for  the  widows  and  orphans  of  such  officers  in 
Corps  not  attached  to  the  line  of  any  state  who  were  citizens  of  this 
state  and  died  in  the  service,  nor  for  the  widows  and  orphans  of  non 
Comminioned  officers  and  privates  of  the  Continental  troops  who  died 
in  service ;  wherefore  such  of  these  descriptions  as  are  provided  for  by 
Acts  of  Congress  will  not  be  chargeable  at  settlement  with  them  for  any 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  468. 
f  See  Col  Rec,  VoV  X\l.,  p,  '11\. 
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money  rec'd  of  this  Btate,  unless  the  case  of  Mrs.  Catherine  Thompson 
which  hath  been  laid  before  Gonneil  (and  who  is  within  the  proTisioii 
made  bj  Congress)  should  be  finally  adjudged  and  Determined  not  to 
be  provided  for  by  the  laws  of  this  state,  then  the  payments  which  she 
hath  received  will  be  chargeable  to  her  at  her  settlement  with  the 
United  States. 

All  which  is  respeotfally  submitted, 

JNO.  NICHOLSON. 
Compt.  Oenl's  office.  Sept  22d,  1790. 


8eoy.  Of  Wab  to  Pees.  Mutfun — Pensions,  1790. 

War  Department,  Sep'r  24th,  1790. 
Sir, 

In  the  absence  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  who  is  gone  to  the  East- 
ward, I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  inclosed  copy  of  his  letter  to 
your  Excellency  of  the  15th,  instant* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir,  with 

the  highest  respect,  your  Excellency's 

most  Obedient  &  very  humble  Servant, 

JNO.  STAGQ,  JuNR. 
,  Chf.  Clk. 
Directed, 

His  Excellency  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


Arrest  op  Samuel  Doyle — Indian  Murder,  1790. 

Lancaster,  September  25th,  1790. 
Sir, 

This  day  I  received  a  letter  from  William  Wilson  one  of  the 
Members  of  Council,  by  Two  persons  of  the  Name  of  Thomas  Reese 
and  Jacob  Meroley,  by  them  he  sends  a  Certain  Samuel  Doylef  to 
be  left  in  the  Goal  of  Lancaster  County,  for  the  Murder  of  two 
Indians  on  pine  Creek,  and  Requested  me  to  Give  the  Earliest 
information  to  Council, 

&  Remain  your  Excellency's 

most  obt.  Hum'ble  Ser't, 
JAMES  ROSS, 
Directed,  Sheriff  of  Lancaster  Connty. 

On  public  Service. 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Mifflin,  President  of  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
^  favour  of  Mr.  Kirkpatrick. 

*  See  pai^Q  728,  also  Col.  Reo.,  Vol  XVI.,  p.  457. 
t  See  Col.  B«i.,NoV:LNV,v^^l,v^A^*^ 
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Copt  of  CosfFTROLLSB  General's  Letter — ^Pensions^  1790. 

Tho  Comptroller  General  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from 
The  Secretary  at  War  of  the  15th  Instant,  Begs  leave  to  Report, 

That  the  disabled  or  invalid  pensioner^  from  thu  State  have 
nearly  all  been  paid  np  till  the  first  of  May,  1789.  That  as  the 
provision  of  the  Legislature  thereof  extends  to  that  period  the  few 
who  remain  unpaid  are  entitled  to,  and  if  alive  and  application  be 
made  will  receive  it,  so  that  there  will  be  no  arrears  of  pension  to 
be  settled  by  the  United  States  with  them.  On  the  contjary  they 
have  been  paid  for  one  Month  and  twenty  seven  days  of  the  time 
for  which  payment  hath  also  been  been  Ordered  by  the  Congress  as 
hath  already  been  notified  to  the  United  States. 

The  widows  and  Children  of  Conifnisnoned  Officers  acknowledged 
to  be  of  the  Line  of  this  State  and  who  died  in  actual  service  or  in 
captiviti/  are  also  provided  for  by  this  state,  and  there  will  be  no 
arrears  to  be  settled  with  any  of  them  by  the  United  States. 

But  there  hath  been  no  provision  made  by  the  State  for  the  Widows 
and  Orphans  of  Commissioned  officers  who  died  not  being  in  actual 
service  or  in  captivity  at  the  time,  for  the  Widows  and  Orphans  of 
Officers  who  were  of  this  State  and  died  being  officers  not  attached 
to  the  line  of  any  State,  nor  acknowledged  to  belong  to  Pennsylvania^ 
nor  for  the  Widows  and  Orphans  of  non-commissioned  Officers  and 
Privates  of  the  Pennsylvania  Line  who  were  slain  in  battle  or  died 
in  service.    All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  NICHOLSON. 
Comp'r  Gencrars  Office  * 

Sept'r  30th,  1790. 
Directed  J 

His  Excellency  the  President  in  Council. 


Wm.  Lyon  to  Secretary  Biddle,  1790. 

Carlisle,  Sept'r  30th,  1790. 
Sir, 

This  Day  came  to  hand  a  Letter  from  your  office,  Bated  the  7th 
Instant,  shewing  that  at  a  Conferencef  of  Members  of  the  General 
Assembly,  the  Members  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council,  Judges 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  &c*.,  it  was  determined  that  the  Offices  for 
the  Probate  of  Wills,  &c*.,  and  Becorder  of  Debds  in  the  Several 
Counties  of  this  state  had  expired  with  the  Powers  of  the  Legislature 
of  the  Present  year  on  the  second  Instant,  that  Council  have  in 
pursuance  of  the  Powers  vested  in  them  by  the  Constitution,  reap- 

«  8ee  page  728. 

t  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XYI.,  p.  448,  a  list  of  reappointoieiita  and  T««jeAxv& 
for  them. 
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pointed  me  to  these  offioea  is  this  County,  and  that  I  am  required 
to  Transmit  to  Council  the  names  of  those  who  are  to  be  mj  Suretiea, 
that  the  approbation  of  Counoil  maj  be  given  of  them. 

Beeinff  such  proceedings  is  found  neeesaary,  I  acknowledge  the 
favour  done  me  oy  his  Excellencv  the  President  and  the  HonouraUe 
Council  in  re-appointing  me  to  these  offices. 

The  Sureties  I  propose  to  give  are  Stephen.  DunoaUi  HercVt 
&  Doctr.  Samuel  A.  MoCoskry  both  Gent'n  of  Good  Estate,  liviag 
in  the  Borough  of  Carlisle,  Cumberland  County,  who,  I  nuke  no 
Doubt  his  Excellency  the  President  &  Hon'ble  Council  will  accept 
&  approve  of. 

The  Bearer,  Mr.  Nathaniel  Snowdea,  A.  M.,  will  nay  yon  for  me 
the  thirty  three  Shilla.  yon  require  for  the  Bond  &  Commiss. 
I  am,  with  much  esteem,  Sir, 

Your  Moat  Obedient 

Most  Humble  Servant, 

WILLM.  LYON. 

P.  S. — I  would  just  mention  to  you,  Sir,  that  there  is  not  aaj 
Doubt  with  me  but  a  great  Majority  of  the  Votes  for  Grovemor  will 
be  in  favour  of  President  Mifflin  in  this  and  the  adjoining  CounticB, 
which  I  expect  will  not  be  disagreeable  to  you. 

W.  L. 
Directed^ 

Hon'ble  Charles  Biddle,  Esq'r,  Secretary  of  the  Sup'me  Executive 
Council,  Philadelphia. 


n.  Brackenridge  to  Pres.  Mifflin — Cornplanter,  1790. 

His  Excellencv  the  President  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Counoil  of 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Sir, 

Two  Indian  Chiefs,  of  the  name  of  Cornplanter  and  Half  Town, 
Conceiving  themselves  injured  by  Colonel  John  Gibson,  have  been 
directed  to  apply  to  me,  to  obtain  for  them  redress  by  law.  I  have 
recommended  to  them,  now  that  they  are  going  down*  to  present 
themselves  before  your  Excellenoy,  to  make  complaint  to  the 
Council,  who  will  eui^uire  into  this  affair,  and  call  Mr.  Gibson  to  an 
account,  if  he  shall  seem  to  have  defrauded  them.  It  is  so 
customary  with  Traders  to  Cheat  Indians,  that  I  think  it  not  im- 
probable that  their  Complaints  are  well  founded.  General  Gibson 
acting  as  a  Commissioner  under  your  authority,  will  be  properly 
amonable  before  jou.    \%  v^  %  m«!d«meanour)  which  I  conceive  will 

♦  8ee  Col.  Rec,  VoV  X\\.,  ^p.  \^">  V^'^,  ^^^,\>^\-~^Vi'^,Vv!^,^\\-A.\% 
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support  an  indictment,  if  the  fact  is  established.  If  so,  the  Councila 
can  dir^  an  enquiry  at  this  place.  For  the  course  of  six  months 
I  have  been  importuned  by  those  Chiefs  to  give  them  advice  in  this 
matter,  and  the  Common  Opinion  here  is  strong  in  their  favour 
with  rogard  to  the  injustice  done  them.  I  know  well  that  soch 
ground  of  dissatisfaction  on  the  part  of  the  savages  is  often  the 
oeoasion  of  war,  and  certainly  it  behooves  the  government  to  take 
eune  of  their  officers,  and  oblige  them  to  act  honestly  with  them. 
With  great  personal  respect, 

Your  Exoellency's  most 

Obedient  Hble.  Servt., 

HU.  BBAOKENRIDaE.    , 
October  4th,  1790,  Pittsburg. 

His  Excellency,  Oen'l  Thomas  Mifiln,  President  of  Pennsylvania* 


BOBEBT  QALBRAITB  TO  P&ES.   MlFlXIN — INDIANS,  1790. 

H  is  Excellency,  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esquire. 

Having  met  with  the  Complanter  and  his  company  on  their  way 
to  Philad'a,  I  would  take  the  liberty  to  inform  your  Excellency 
that  I  have  been  acquainted  with  Stif-knee,  one  of  his  company,  the 
greatest  part  of  this  summer,  as  he  has  resided  about  twelve  Miles 
nrom  Pittsburgh  on  the  Alleghany  River,  near  to  where  I  now  re- 
side ;  and  have  known  the  said  Btif-knee  to  watch  the  frontier  on 
that  quarter,  and  use  every  exertion  in  his  power  to  prevent  Horses 
being  stolen  or  anv  iniury  done  to  the  good  people  at  that  place, 
that  he  has  been  fhendly  and  useful  to  the  Americans  in  general,  and 
18  a  man  of  a  general  good  character. 

The  Complanter's  Zeal  and  Attachment  to  the  American  cause  is 
00  well  known,  that  it  would  be  unnecessary  for  me  to  say  any  thing 
on  that  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  Exoellency'g  assured 

friend  and  hnmble  servant, 

ROBERT  OALBRATTH. 
Greensburgh,  October  7th,  1790. 
DirecUdy 

Hie  Excellency,  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esq.,  Philadelphia. 
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Opinion  of  Wm.  Bradford,  Attornbt  General,  on  Wbiqhts 
AND  Measures,  1790. 

I  have  fttteotively  oonsidered  the  Act  of  Assembly  '^  for  regnlai* 
ing  weights  and  measures,"  and  the  qucations  arising  thereon,  to 
wit :  1.  In  whom  the  appointment  of  the  offioer  therein  menttoDed 
is  now  vested  ?  and  2d.  Whether  the  Major  or  Corporation  of  the 
City  of  Philadelphia  have  a  right  to  appoint  such  an  offioer  for  the 
City  in  exclusion  of  that  appointed  by  the  County. 

By  the  Act  aforesaid,  passed  12  Will  III.,  it  is  directed  that  the 
keeper  of  the  standard  weights  and  measures  in  each  county,  should 
be  appointed  *'  by  the  Governor  with  the  advice  of  CounciL"  It  it 
true  that  the  Council  here  spoken  of,  was  a  Legislative  Gonncil. 
Yet  after  the  alteration  of  the  Government  in  1701,  and  when  no 
such  Council  existed  we  find  the  act  expressly  confirmed  by  the 
General  Assembly.  Thus  in  1705,  ch.  24,  §2.  It  is  declared  that 
(excepting  one  clause)  **  the  act  for  regulating  weights  and  nieasares 
shall  be,  and  remain  in  full  force ;"  and  by  the  Act  passed  19  Jsd., 
1733-4,  '<  millers,  bolters  and  bakers  are  required  to  bring  their 
**  weights  and  measures  once  in  three  years  to  the  standard  kept  ia 
<<  each  county  according  to  the  direction  of  the  act  of  12  Will.,  III.'' 
It  also  appears  that  this  power  was  exercised  aocordingly  by  the 
Governor ;  and  in  the  minutes  of  Council  I  find  that  John  Carter 

was  appointed  agreeably  to  the  directions  of  this  Act  on  the  

Jan.,  1729-30 ;  and  I  am  informed  similar  appointments  have  been 
made  in  later  periods. 

The  power  in  question  therefore  previous  to  the  resolution  was 
clearly  vested  in  the  Governor,  and  1  am  of  opinion  that  by  the 
Laws  and  Constitution  of  the  State^  the  appointment  may  new  he 
made  by  the  President  in  CounciL 

As  to  the  second  question,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  Mayor  and 
Corporation  have  not  any  such  power  of  appointment.  It  does, 
indeed,  appear  that  soon  after  their  incorporation  in  1701,  they  pur- 
chased weights,  &o.,  and  the  clerk  of  the  market  had  for  some  time 
the  keeping  of  these  as  part  of  his  duty.  Afterwards  a  distiDct 
officer  was  appointed  for  keeping  the  dry  measures ;  and  the  copper 
standard  measure  mentioned  in  the  Act  came  into  his  possession.  It 
is  probable  he  had  at  the  same  time  an  appointment  under  the  12 
Will.,  III.  from  the  Governor.  This  standard  measure  being  injured 
a  new  one  was  procured*  at  the  expence  of  the  City. 

This  power,  exercised  by  the  former  Corporation  was  not  derived 
from  any  act  of  Assembly ;  nor  could  they  derive  any  such  from 
their  charter  in  derogation  of  an  express  and  possitive  act  of 
Assembly.  But  it  probably  took  its  rise  from  the  practice  io 
England,  and  was  suomitted  to  from  convenience  or  necessity,  or 
perhaps  authorised  by  the  concurrent  appointment  of  the  Governor. 

By  a  variety  o!  Blal\xl<^^  \Ti^tk^«:iA  «^«t^  ^\v^  ^\A  Market  Town 
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it  to  have  a  eominon  balaDoe  weights  and  measarea ;  and  the  clerk  of 
the  market  is  to  have  such  weights  and  measures  marked  according 
to  the  standard  kept  in  the  Exchequer.  The  Major,  &c.,  is  also 
directed  to  see  that  the  weights,  &c.,  are  agreeablj  to  it,  to  destroy 
those  that  are  not  and  to  fine  delinquents.  '<  These  statutes  are  in 
their  nature  local;  jet  are  probablj  the  foundation  of  the  practice  of 
the  late  Corporation.  It  is,  indeed,  part  of  the  duty  of  the  Clerk  of 
the  market  to  have  weights  and  measures  that  are  regulated  according 
to  the  standard,  to  enable  him  to  take  the  assise  of  bread,  beer,  &e. ; 
a  power  which  was,  and  is  still  vested  in  him  :  but  the  weights  and 
measures  in  his  possession  are  not  to  be  considered  as  the  Biandardt 
referred  to  in  the  act. 

However,  as  it  seems  doubtful,  whether  there  are  now  in  existence 
any  such  standards  as  are  directed  by  the  said  act  to  be  procured^ 
and  as  the  original  standard  is  now  kept  in  a  foreign  kingdom,  I  beg 
leave  to  suggest  that  the  act  demands  a  revision  unless  there  should 
apeetiily  be  some  general  and  permanent  provision  made  by  the 
United  States  that  may  supercede  the  necessity  of  any  State  regula* 
tions  on  this  subject. 

WM.  BRADFORD,  Ja. 

Att'y  Gen'L 

Philad'a,  October  14, 1790. 


Presidknt  Of  Council  to  Governor  of  Connecticut,  1790. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  October  18th,  1790. 
Sir, 

The  confidence  which  I  repose  in  your  ready  disposition  to  aid  the 
execution  of  the  Laws  of  a  Sister  State,  so  far  as  right  and  Justice 
may  require,  leads  me,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  the  Supreme 
executive  Council  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  make  the  following 
representation  to  you,  and  to  crave  your  interposition  therein.  It  has 
l>oen  made  to  appear  to  us,  that  a  writ  of  foreign  attachment  issued 
oat  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  the  County  of  Philadelphia 
at  the  suit  of  Robert  Milnor  and  George  Haynes  against  Thomas 
Mumford,  then  of  the  State  of  Connecticut  returnable  to  the  Term 
of  December  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty  three.  That  before  the  return  day  thereof  it  was  delivered 
to  Thomas  Proctor,  Esquire,  then  High  Sheriff  of  the  City  and 
Oounty  of  Philadelphia,  who  executed  the  same  by  attaching  the 
Brig  Bird  and  Cargo  [supposed  to  be]  the  property  of  the  Defendant, 
and  by  summooing  William  Wattles  the  Commander  thereof  to 
appear  and  answer  as  Qamishee : — That  Captain  Wattles  afterwards 
availed  himself  of  an  opportunity  of  escaping  uud^i  oos^t  ^1  \i\^|^ 
from  the  Port  of  Philadelphia  with  the  aaid  ^ri^ixi^  C>is^gs%a^ 
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left  the  taid  Thomas  Prootor,  Esqaire,  toeoantable  to  the  Plaintiff 
for  the  valoe  thereof.  That  it  was  so  proceeded  id  the  said  writ 
of  attaohraenty  that  the  Plaintiff}  by  doe  coarse  of  Law  obtained  i 
Yerdiot  and  Jodgment  against  the  said  Thomas  Mamford  for  nise 
hundred  nnd  five  pounds  fifteen  shillings  lawful  money  of  Pennsyl* 
Tenia.  That  Milnor  and  Haynes  thereupon  commenced  an  aotien 
against  the  said  Thomas  Proctor,  Esquire,  for  the  Recovery  of  the 
Value  of  the  Bris  and  Cargo ;  by  reason  of  the  same  having  been 
wrongfully  carried  away  after  having  beeu  attached  as  aforesaid,  and 
having  obtained  Judgment  against  him  for  six  hundred  and  three 
pounds  one  shilling  and  three  pence  lawful  money  of  Pennsylvania 
with  Costs  of  Suit,  have  issued  an  Execution  thereon ;  in  virtue 
whereof,  his  Estate  hath  been  levied  on  and  become  liable  to  be  sold 
for  the  satisfaction  of  the  said  Jodgment.  That  the  said  Thomas 
Proctor,  Esquire^  hath  by  the  advice  of  his  Council  caused  special 
Bail  to  be  entered  to  the  said  Writ  of  attachment^  whereby  it  is 
oonceived  the  same  is  dissolved  and  turned  into  a  common  action 
upon  the  Case,  and  that  Mr.  Proctor  will,  on  the  surrendering  the 
Body  of  Mr.  Mumford  to  the  present  Sheriflf  of  Philadelphia  County 
be  discharged  from  all  responsibility  to  Messrs.  Milnor  and  Haynes. 
It  is  too  likely  however,  that  Mr.  Proctor  will  meet  with  difiicultiea 
in  his  Endeavours  to  accomplish  this  reasonable,  and  as  it  is  oonceiTed 
lawful  purpose,  unless  he  can  be  aided  with  the  executive  authority 
of  your  State ;  as  it  is  alleged  that  Mr.  Mumford,  having  fied  or 
removed  to  your  State,  has  taken  pains  to  secure  his  House  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  bid  defiance  to  all  attempts  of  his  Bail  to  arrest  bin, 
in  order  to  a  surrender  in  a  discharge  of  his  recognizance.  As  the 
Bail  is  the  keeper  of  his  principal,  it  is  conceived,  that  he  has  at  all 
times  and  at  all  places  a  right  to  arrest  him  in  order  to  his  surrender, 
and  to  break  open  Houses  for  that  purpose  if  the  same  shall  be  found 
necessary,  but  as  this  might  lead  to  disagreeable  altercation  and 
perhaps  to  bloodshed,  which  the  friendly  interposition  of  Government 
may  prevent.  I  have  taken  the  liberty  by  and  with  the  advice  of 
Council  to  address  your  Excellency  on  this  occasion,  io  behalf  of  an 
aggrieved  and  meritorious  Citixen  of  this  Commonwealth.  Yea 
will  readily  perceive  Sir,  that  this  application  is  not  founded  on  any 
article  contained  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  but  that 
it  originates  from  a  regard  to  Justice  and  a  sense  of  that  friendly 
intercourse  between  Sister  States  which  the  good  of  the  whole 
requires  to  be  kept  upon  occasions  of  this  kind.  This  Letter  will 
be  delivered  to  you  by  the  Gentleman  who  has  entered  special  Bail 
for  Mr.  Mumford  or  by  some  person  legally  deputed  by  him,  and  as  it 
will  be  accompanied  by  a  Bail  piece  duly  authentioatcdy  I  am 
induced  to  hope,  that  all  friendly  assistance  of  the  execatite 
authority  of  your  State  consistent  with  Law  will  be  exerted,  so  as  to 
prevent  the  measures  to  be  taken  for  the  surrender  of  Mr.  Mumford 
proving  iueSeotui\.  \8\io\kVd.  u  %\xio\ax  v^^lieation  from  your  Sute  at 
ADJ  time  bo  mudA  to  \>\i«  exa»a\x«%  vqS^^qk^i  ^^.^^^^.^kii^im^  ^oobt 
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of  its  meoting  with  that  attention  which  a  regard  to  joaiioe  may 
require.] 

Opinion  of  Attorney  Oeneral  on  the  Foregoing. 

I  have  perused  the  above  draught  of  a  letter  intended  to  be  sent 
to  the  Governor  of  Connectioat.  I  conceive  that  the  law  is  truly 
stated  therein,  and  if  the  facts  are  accurately  set  forth,  I  apprehend 
that  the  request  made  is  a  proper  one.  Even  between  independent 
states,  it  is  considered  as  part  of  the  general,  law  of  Nations,  that  the 
Justice  of  one  Country  ought  to  aid  the  Justice  of  another :  and 
the  protection  which  every  state  owes  to  its  own  citiiens  renders  an 
interposition  of  this  kind  neither  unusual  nor  improper. 

I  have  made  a  few  alterations  which  are  respectfully  submitted  & 
I  apprehend  that  the  last  sentence  should  be  wholly  omitted.'*' 

The  above  opinion  however  is  riven  upon  the  presumption  fhaft 
the  property  attached  was  really  the  property  of  Mr.  Mumford  & 
the  Capt.  of  the  vessel,  of  course,  employed  by  him.  I  therefore 
recommend  the  words  "  supposed  to  be  "  in  the  eleventh  line  should 
be  struck  out  if  the  truth  of  the  fact  will  admit  it :  but  if  there  is 
no  proof  of  this  fact  I  cannot  think  that  the  Sheriff  would  be  justi- 
fiable in  entering  bail  for  the  defendant,  when  no  property  of  his 
was  attached,  and  of  course  subjecting  him  to  a  trial  &  perhaps 
imprisonment  in  a  distant  Country. 

W.  BRADFORD,  Jun. 
liidorndf 

To  His  Bzcellencv,  The  Qovemor  of  the  State  of  Connecticut. 
Copy  of  this  Letter  forwarded. 


N.  Falconer,  Health  Offioeb — Pest  House,  17C0. 

To  His  Excellency  the  President  and  the  Supreme  Executive 
Council. 

I  shall  be  glad  if  Councel  aprove  of  it  to  have  an  order  for 
Twenty  two  pounds  ten  shillings  which  Lays  in  the  hands  of  the 
Treashurer  of  the  State  belonging  to  the  pest  house  to  pay  for  filling 
up  the  holes  in  the  wharf  to  save  it  from  being  Carried  away  by 
the  Ice  this  winter. 

I  am  with  Great  Respect 

your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  Hble.  Ser., 

NATH.  FALCONERt 
Philadelphia,  the  18th  October,  1790. 
Directed, 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Mifflin,  President  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
aylvania. 

*  These  are  probably  what  is  included  in  the\>T%AVA\a— '^<^^^'^^t^^% 
repfy  haa  Dot  been  found, 
t  Col  Eec.,  Vol  XVL,  p.  493. 
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Lt.  Bernard  Hublet  to  Pres.  Mifflin — Militia,  1790. 

Northumberlind,  Oot'r  25tb^  1790. 
Dr.  Sir, 

The  Bearer,  Colonel  James  Marrow  will  have  the  honor  to  hand 
this  to  y  Excellency,  &  who  can  if  requisite  more  particalarlj 
acquaint  you  of  the  Militia,  &  with  the  circumstances  of  those  who 
have  not  regularly  attended  muster  on  the  Oenl.  Field  Days  ap- 
pointed 3  In  the  first  Instance  there  are  some  of  the  People  that  do 
not  attend  who  are  really  tired  with  the  mode  and  are  wishing  for 
new  Regulations  to  take  place,  others  whose  Circumstances  does  not 
permit  &  particularly  at  this  time  of  year,  Seedini;  not  being  over 
yet  in  this  County,  whereby  it  has  also  been  owing  that  the  muster 
days  have  been  very  small  &  it  has  happened  that  on  some  of  the 
Field  Days  it  Rained  all  day,  that  they  could  not  attend  at  all ;  I 
would  therefore  recommend  a  General  Exoneration  of  Fines  to  take 
place  in  this  County,  the  former  Lieutenants  well  knowing  the 
situation  &  Circumstances  of  the  People,  &  that  numbers  would 
have  been  much  distress'd  had  they  Impos'd  the  Fines  regular;  I 
am  of  opinion  a  Plan  might  be  adopted  that  would  be  more  satis- 
factory to  the  People  in  General,  a  well  Regulated  militia  corres- 
ponding with  the  Constitution  might  answer  a  salutary  end,  and  such 
a  ODC  might  be  formed  without  a  grievance,  the  present  mode  does 
not  seem  to  answer  the  best  end,  it  appears  to  me  the  People  are 
not  able  to  perform  any  manoeuvres  equal  to  those  they  did  before 
the  last  war,  there  is  not  that  ambition,  almost  every  person  seems 
careless  about  it,  there  is  not  one  among  a  Hundred  now  found  that 
can  any  more  go  through  the  manual  Exercise.  The  Inclosed  is  a 
Return  of  the  officers  of  the  6th  Batallion  who  have  no  Commissions, 
It  is  but  lately  I  received  the  Return  from  the  Command'g  officer, 
every  part  of  the  Militia  Laws  appear  backward,  even  the  Returns 
of  the  absentees  from  last  May  are  not  ail  come  to  hands,  I  have 
done  every  thing  that  could  be  to  get  them  but  find  it  very  difficult. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  subscribe  myself 

With  every  sentiment  of  esteem, 

Your  most  obed't  bum'l  lerv't, 

BER.  HURLEY, 

Lieu't  North'd  County. 
Direcfedy 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esqr.,  President,  State  of  Pen's. 

Hon'd  by  Col.  J.  Murrow. 
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GORNPLANTER  TO  PrXS.   MiTFUN^    1790. 

(Copy.) 

Philada.^  Oot.  25th,  1790. 
Hj  Father  of  the  Quaker  State, 

Having  come  to  the  City  for  the  purpose  of  laying  before  Yoa 
some  Grievances  which  the  Seneca  Nation,  over  which  I  presidci 
have  to  complain  of;  and  which  I  fully  intended  to  have  laia  before 
Yoa  to-morrow ;  but  having  luckily  met  with  a  Mr.  Phelps,  between 
whom  &  my  Nation,  the  difference  in  a  great  Measure  subsists ;  and 
m  long  talk  having  taken  place  between  him  in  me,  in  the  presence 
of  some  of  my  Friends,  which  has  delayed  the  time,  &  made  it  impos- 
sible for  me  to  do  as  I  wished ;  I  take  the  liberty  of  requesting  that 
you  will  pardon  ft  forgive  my  not  complying  with  my  Engagements ; 
And  that  you  will  give  me  another  Opportunity  of  talking  with  you. 
With  great  Respect  &  Esteem, 

I  am  Your  affectionate  Son, 

CORNPLANTER'S  +  Mark.* 
Directed, 

His  Excellency,  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esq. 


Clerk  of  H.  R. — Office  in  State  House,  1790. 

Philadelphia,  28th  October,  1790. 
I  have  seen  the  apartments  which  are  designed  for  the  use  of  Hhe 
Clerk's  Office,  and  as  Committee  rooms  for  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  am  of  opinion  that  there  will  be  no  necessity  to 
remove  Mr.  Joseph  Fry  from  that  wing  of  the  State  House,  but  that 
his  removal  into  that  part  of  it  in  which  the  Land  Office  was  lately 
kept,  will  leave  room  sufficient  for  the  purposes  first  mentioned. 

JOHN  BECKLEY, 
Clerk  to  the  House  of  Rep.  of  the  U.  States. 


John  Nicholson  to  Pres.  Mifflin — Indians,  1790. 

Sir, 

ITnderstanding  that  theindians  now  in  town  are  enumerating  their 
Grievances,  and  as  the  state  as  well  as  individuals  have  sustained  a 
loss  from  a  non-settlement  of  that  part  of  Ponn'a  North  West  of 
The  Ohio  &  Allegheney,  I  take  the  liberty  of  laying  the  inclosed 

*  jSTeepage  732,  alao  Col.  Ueo.,^  4^7,  %l«. 
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depoRition  before  youi  sbewiDg  thai  four  men  wbo  had  been  phoed 
on  land  in  the  depreoiktion  district,  at  a  considerable  cxpence  aod 
loss  to  my  brother  and  myself,  and  were  improving  there,  were 
menaced  by  the  Indians  in  such  a  manner  as  to  Oblige  them  to 
abandon  their  improvements  and  habitations. 

If  any  good  to  the  state  and  security  to  fa  tare  settlers  there  may 
Ibe  likely  to  be  obtained  therefrom,  I  wish  this  affair  may  be  laid 
before  them  while  in  the  city.    Which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 
Sixi  your  Most  Obedient, 

Very  humble  aervant, 

JNO.  NICHOLSON. 
Philada.,  Oct.  28thy  1790. 
Dtreeted,  v 

His  ExeelUney^  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esq.|  Preaid'i  Peiin'a. 


Personally  came  before  Me,  the  Subscriber,  one  of  the  Justices  of 
the  peace  for  the  County  of  Allegany,  a  Certain  Henry  Gable  k 
Henry  Thomas,  and  being  Sworn  as  the  Law  directeth,  Deponeth 
and  Saycth  that  they,  the  Said  Henry  Cable  &  Henry  Thomas,  with 
Nicolas  Sirlett  and  peter  Sirlett,  were  Peaceably  Improving  on  i 
tract  of  Land  on  the  road  Leading  from  Pittsburgh  to  Kiskey  old 
town,  abt.  the  Distance  of  Eleven  or  twelve  miles  from  said  town  of 
Pittsburgh,  &  that  on  Sunday  Evening  Last  past  they,  the  sd.  Heniy 
Nicolas  &  peter,  were  in  a  threatning  Manner  Drove  of  the  sd.  Tract, 
by  lour  Indians,  of  what  Nation  they  know  not,  &  farther  Sayath 
not. 

^7h?,?9t1."Dav"of'il-M79T'l     HENRICH  GOELKRT. 
GEO   wKcr'  ''''i     HENKY  ^  THOMAS. 


ThOS.   PBOOTOa  TO  PrEB.   MiFFUN — CORNPLANTER,    1790. 

Philadelphia,  Nov.  Ist,  1790. 
Sir, 

I  have  beon  call'd  upon  this  morning  by  Captain  Oboal,  to 
acquaint  your  Excellency,  that  his  People  are  ready  to  return  to 
Fort  Pitt,  as  soon  as  your  pleasure  and  that  of  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil arc  made  known  to  ua  having  only  two  days  notice.  He  likewise 
requested  me  to  name  to  you  that  they  have  not  received  the  Coats  ai 
apoken  of  to  them  by  the  Council.  This  being  the  particulars  tbej 
wished  to  have  communicated  to  your  Excellency ;  be  pleased  to  give 
your  inslructiona,  aa  Sew^lwj  ^\^^^  \%  ^wi'^^  \ft  Reading,  (as  I 
am  informed)  and  1  w\\\  \j^  «w^\xi\.  V^  ^oisXxwX  ^y^\i  ^^\^^^9^ 
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3riiiQipIeiy  wbioh  the  Taylor  informad  me  would  not  ezoeod  £M  Of. 
^  Coat. 

I  am,  your  obedient  Servant, 

THOMAS  PROOTOB.^ 
Directed, 
Hia  Ezecllenoyy  Thomaa  Mifflin. 


Thos.  Paootob  to  Fuss.  Mutlen — Oornplantee,  1700. 

Philadelphia,  Not'r  2d,  1790. 
Sir, 

I  have  commnnicated  to  the  Indian  Chiefs,  the  purport  of  your 
written  iDstructioDS  to  me  of  yesterday,  with  which  they  are  well 
pleased,  being  very  desirous  of  returning  to  their  respective  homes 
befom  the  hard  weather  sets  in.  I  am  particularly  Intreated  by 
Capt.  Obeal  to  Lay  before  your  Excellency  and  the  Executive 
Council,  sundry  requisitions  in  behalf  of  himself  and  People;  which, 
he,  by  no  means,  desires  as  a  Gift,  but  as  a  Loan  to  be  repaid  to  the 
atate,  upon  a  settlement  of  their  account  current  with  it,  and  upon 
it  being  granted  to  them  for  the  comfort  of  their  distre:wed  fsmilys, 
will  Immediately  leave  the  City.  The  better  to  effect  this  desireable 
end,  I  have  partly  engaged  a  Conveyance  for  themselves  and 
baggage,  with  Waggoners  Immediately  going  for  Fort  Pitt,  and 
perhaps  it  may  be  long  before  another  may  offer.  Capt.  Obeal  for 
himself  and  People,  makes  request  of  One  hundred  and  ninety 
dollars  to  lay  out  in  necessarys  for  which  he  will  give  his  obligation, 
yia: 

To  Capt.  Obeal  and  his  Interpreter,  870 

To  Half  Town  and  Great  Tree,  50 

To  Senecca  Williams  and  Jas.  Hntchins,  40 

To  John  Dnker  20  dollars  and  to  old  Kuyaauta  the  very  faithful 
friend  of  the  State,  upon  every  oceaaion,  the  sum  of  10  dollars. 

Whatever  your  Excellency's  pleasure  may  be  on  this  subject,  I 
aball  be  happy  to  oommuoicate  to  them  as  soon  as  rec'd  by 
Your  Obedient  Servant, 

THOMAS  PROCTOR.t 
I>irected, 

His  Excellency,  Thomas  Mifflin. 

♦  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XVT.,  p.  610. 
t  See  reply— CoL  Rec.,  VoL  XVL,  p.  610. 
Voi^  il.— 82 
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.  JoHir  N10HOL8OM  TO  Pbbs.  HiiruNr— Cnr  LotS|  Aa,  1790. 

Sir, 

I  da  m  jself  the  honor  to  IdcIoso  a  pltn  of  sundry  lots  in  the  citj 
of  Philadelphia,  the  property  of  this  Commonwealth. 

By  an  Act  passed  the  8tb  April,  1786,  These  are  directed  to  be 
sold  for  the  redemption  of  the  eertificates  of  debts  of  this  8tite. 
The  present  market  price  of  those  securities,  low  when  compared 
with  the  ample  provision  made  for  them,  or  when  compared  wiih  the 
certificates  of  debts  of  the  United  States ;  as  well  as  the  present 
advance  in  the  estimate  of  lots  and  the  prospects  held  np  of  the 
buildings  for  the  accomodation  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  being  erected  towards  the  centre  of  the  City  Ghroand  plan  of 
the  City,*  together  with  the  consideration  of  the  daily  aocumuUting 
interest  of  the  debt  to  be  redeemed  thereby,  all  conspire  to  mark  the 
present  as  the  most  advantageous  time  for  selling. 
With  great  respect,  I  am,  Sir, 

your  most  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  NICHOLSON. 
Nov'r3d,1790. 
Directed^ 
His  Ezoellencyy  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esq.  Presd.  in  Council. 


Joseph  Nicholason,  Indiait  rNTERPBSTEB,  to  Pass.  HirruN, 

1790. 

To  His  Excellency,  the  President  and  the  Honorable  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

Having  been  at  some  expenoe  in  conducting  the  Gomplanter  and 
his  Companions  to  this  City,  and  the  Little  Cash  I  brought  with  ■# 
being  expended,  I  am  under  the  Necessity  of  requesting  that  year 
Excellency  and  the  Honble  Council  would  be  pleased  to  grant  ■• 
the  sum  of  Fifteen  pounds  on  account  of  the  said  expences,  an 

*  This  probably  allades  to  the  building  formerly  on  the  site  of  the  preeeot 
Uniyersity  on  9th  st  The  comer  stone  of  the  Frendeni*9  House,  wn  laid 
May  10,  1792  ;  but  was  not  finished 'till  1797 ;  when  it  was  tendered  bj  Gov't 
Mifflin  to  Pres.  Adams,  but  declined  by  him.  It  was  then  purchased  bj  the 
University,  and  taken  down ;  and  the  comer  stone  of  the  UniTenitx 
laid  July  81st,  1829.  The  former  building  not  having  been  used  byths 
President  of  United  Statefi^  was  occupied  for  several  years  by  the  UniTersitj 
before  the  erectVon  ot  t\ie  ^T«a«ii\.\)x&L^Ti^\si\%^s&.  Set  Haiard's  Begistw 
of  Pennaylvania,  'VoV  VT .» ^i^.  ^^,  V%V 
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■oeomit  of  wbieh  I  will  render  in  •  few  days  end  in  wbioh  I  will 
0Bde*¥oar  to  be  u  modeimte  ujpoBiible. 
I  nttiy  with  greftt  Renpeot,  Oentlettteo, 

Yoar  moet  obedient  end 

Terj  hnmble  Servant, 
JOSEPH  NICHOLASON .♦ 
Nov'r,  4th,  1790. 
JmaOTwedf 

Bead  in  Conncil,  November  4th,  1790,  and  agreed  to  an  Order. 
James  Trimble  for  Charles  Biddle,  See'y. 

Directedy 

His  Exoellenoj,  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esq.,  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


Col.  Clemxnt  Biddle  to  Pres.  Mutlin — Tents,  1790. 

Sir, 

Colonel  Franks  applied  to  me  for  the  loan  of  fonr  Tents  oat  of  the 
pnblic  Stores  for  the  use  of  the  French  Emigrants  going  to  Scioto, 
who  set  off  this  morning  as  soon  as  thej  oan  Obtain  them,  &  he 

romises  to  have  the  like  number  made  ft  returned  in  a  few  I^vs. 
request  to  know  if  your  Excellenoy  or  the  Supreme  Ezeontive 
Council  approve  of  leting  him  have  them,  and  I  can  direct  them  to 
be  delivered  from  the  Stores. 

Your  mo.  Obed't  ft  very  H'ble  Ser., 

CLEMENT  BIDDLE, 

Q.  M.  G.  Militia. 
Nov.  6,  '90. 

Please  to  let  Mr.  Shneider  bring  me  the  result 
Jndoned,       * 

Bead  in  Council,  November  6th,  1790,  and  agreed  to. 
Directed, 

His  Ezoelleney,  President  Mifflin. 


David  Bittenhouss,  Tebas.,  to  Pbes.  Mivtlin,  1790. 

Nov.  10th,  1790. 
Sir, 

In  the  year  1779,  by  the  direction  of  Council,  I  gave  my  Bond, 
ma  Treasurer  for  the  State,  to  Qeorge  Boss,  Esq.,  Judge  of  the 
Admiralty,  to  indemnify  him  for  paying  a  Sum  of  (cizft  m<y^v^  \Sk 

«  flee  OeL  See.,  VoL,  XVI.  p.  b\\. 
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lus  hands,  adjudged  io  tbe  State  on  teoonnt  of  the  Sloop  Actife,  in 
consequence  of  which  Bond  upwards  of  ;( 11,000  wais  paid  into  the 
State  Treasury.  The  distribntioa  of  said  priae  monej  haa  sioee  heeo 
contested,  as  Coundl  are.  no  doubt  well .  informed,  and  mj  Bond  is 
now  in  Suit.  I  must  request  the  Hon' hie  Council  to  take  such 
measwes  aa  will  ostricate  me  from  this  difficulty,  in  which  the  State 
only  is  interested.  I  have  heen  desired  likevriae  to  reroitid  the 
Hon'hle  Executive,  that  the  Council  who  have  engaged  to  defend 
the  State  in  this  Business,  have  as  yet  had  no  compensation  for  their 
trouble.  Your  good  offices  in  this  matter  will  lay  the  greatest  obli^ 
gation  on, 

Sir^  your  most  obedient  hnmble  Servant, 

DAVID  RITTENHOUSE. 
Directs, 
His  Excellency,  Thomas  Mifflin,  iBsquirei  President  in  Council. 


Acquittal  or  Samuel  Dotli,  1790. 

Northumberland  County,  ss. 

Be  it  remembered  that  at  a  Court  of  Oyer  k  Terminer  and  genenl 
Oaol  Delivery  holden  at  Sunbury  in  and  for  the  County  of  North- 
umberland on  Friday^  the  twelfth  day  of  November,  in  the  Tear  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety,  and  of  the  Com« 
roonwcftlth  of  Pennsylvania  the  fifteenth,  before  the  Honorable 
Thomas  M'Kean,  Esquire,  Doctor  of  Laws,  Chief  Justice,  and  the 
Honorable  George  Bryan,  Enquire,  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  Coromonweath  of  PeDnsylvania,  and  Justices  of  the  said 
CommoDwealth  assigned  to  hear,  try  and  determine  all  and  every 
the  Indictments  and  Presentmenta  made  and  taken  for  or  oonoeming 
all  Treasons,  Murders,  and  such  other  Crimes  as  are  by  the  Laws  of 
the  said  Commonwealth  made  Capital  or  Felonies  of  Death  which 
have  been  or  may  be  done,  committed,  perpetrated  or  happened, 
within  the  said  Commonwealth,  aa  also  to  deliver  the  Gaols  of  all 
Persons  which  have  or  may  be  committed  for  the  Crimes  aforesaid, 
by  the  Oath  of  William  Montgomery,  Esquire,  William  Cixike, 
Esquire,  John  Weitzcl,  Esquire,  Christian  Gettig,  Esquire,  William 
Hepburn,  Esquire,  Robert  Fleming,  Esquire,  Samuel  Weiser, 
Esquire,  Peter  Ilosterman,  James  Jenkins,  Bernard  Hubtey,  John 
Thomburff,  Anthony  Selin,  Paul  Baldy,  Amariah  Sutton,  Christian 
Yentzer,  James  Alexander  and  Thomas  Gaskins,  and  solemn  affir- 
mation of  Joseph  Wallis,  Esquire,  George  Hughes^  Esquire,  and 
Samuel  Wallis,  Esquire,  good  and  lawful  men  of  the  County  afore- 
said, impanelled,  sworn,  affirmed  and  charged  to  enquire  for  the  said 
CommonweaUh,  and  iViii  'tto^'3  ol  \X\^  wil  Coanty  of  Northumber- 
land, it  ia  presented  that  ¥L«ciiii  ^i&uB)^«is^'^i^vt^^^«ci.\>3auL 
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Walker  and  Samuel  Dojle,  all  late  of  the  Townsliip  of  Lycnmuig, 
in  the  Couotj  of  Northumberland,  Yeomen,  not  having  the  Fear  of 
Ood  before  their  Ejea,  bnt  being  moved  and  seduced  bj  the  Insti- 
gation of  the  Devil,  on  the  twenty-seventh  Day  of  June,  in  the  Year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety,  with  Foroe  and 
Arms,  &o.,  at  the  TowDship  aforesaid,  in  the  said  County,  in  and 
upon  a  certain  Indian  Man,  whose  Name  is  to  the  Inquest  aforesaid 
Unknown,  in  the  Peace  of  (^od  and  of  the  Commonwealth  then  and 
there  being,  feloniously,  wilfully,  and  of  their  Malice  aforethought, 
did  make  an  Assault ;  and  that  the  said  tienry  Walker,  with  a  cer- 
tain Tomahawk,  which  he,  the  said  Henry  Walker,  then  and  there 
had  and  held  in  his  right  Hand,  the  said  Indian  Man,  whose  Name 
is  to  the  Inquest  unknown,  in  and  upon  the  back  Part  of  the  Head 
of  him,  the  said  Indian  Man,  feloniously,  wilfully,  and  of  his  Malice 
aforethought,  did  strike,  wound  and  penetrate,  then  and  there  giving 
to  the  said  Indian  Man,  in  and  apon  the  back  Part  of  the  said 
Indian  Man,  with  the  Tomahawk  aforesaid,  one  mortal  Wound,  of 
the  Length  of  three  Inches,  and  of  the  Depth  of  one  Inch,  of  which 
said  Mortal  Wound  the  said  Indian  Man  then  and  there  did  die; 
and  that  the  said  Benjamin  Walker,  Joseph  Walker  and  Sumuel 
Doyle^  then' and  there,  with  Force  and  Arms,  &o.,  feloniously,  wil- 
fully and  of  their  Malice  aforethought,  were  present,  aiding,  abetting 
and  assisting  the  said  Henry  Walker,  the  Felony  and  Murder  afore- 
said,  in  Manner  and  Form  aforesaid,  then  and  there  to  do,  perpe- 
trate and  commit.  And  so  the  Inquest  aforesaid,  upon  their  Oatbs 
and  Affirmations  aforesaid,  do  say  that  the  said  Henry  Walker, 
Joseph  Walker  and  Samuel  Doyle,  him,  the  said  Indian  Man,  whose 
Name  is  to  the  Inquest  aforesaid  as  yet  unknown,  then  and  there  in 
Manner  and  Form  aforesaid,  feloniously,  wilfully  and  of  their  Malice 
aforethought,  did  kill  and  murder,  against  the  Peace  and  Dignity  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

And  afterwards,  to  wit.,  at  the  same  Delivery  of  the  Oaol  of  the 
said  Commonwealth,  of  the  County  aforesaid,  holden  at  Sunbury,  in 
and  for  the  County  aforesaid,  on  Saturday  the  twelfth  Day  of 
November  aforesaid,  in  the  same  fifteenth  Year  of  the  Common- 
wealth aforesaid,  cometh  the  said  Samuel  Doyle,  under  the  Custody 
of  Martin  Witbington,  Esquire,  Sheriff  of  the  County  aforesaid, 
^in  whose  Custody,  in  the  Gaol  of  the  County  aforesaid,  for  the 
Cause  aforesaid,  ho  bad  been  committed  before,)  being  brought  to 
the  Bar  by  the  said  Sheriff,  to  whom  he  is  also  here  committed,  and 
forthwith  being  demanded  of  the  Premises  aforesaid,  above  charged 
upon  him;  how  he  will  acquit  himself  thereof;  he  saith  that  he  is 
not  guilty  thereof;  and  thereof  for  good  and  evil  he  puts  himself 
upon  the  Country — and  William  l^radford,  Esquire,  Attorney- 
general  for  the  said  Commonwealth,  who  proseeotes  for  the  said 
Commonwealth  in  this  Behalf,  doth  the  like.  Therefore,  let  a  Jury 
of  the  Country  immediately  come  before  the  JuaUoea  QlX^GAQmoDC^^'^- 
wsalth  aforeMid,  by  whom  tho  Tratli  oi  tbftllka\X»  mv^V^^V^^^ 
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knowDy  and  who  haTe  no  affinity  to  the  said  Samoel  Doyle,  to  reoogf- 
nisa,  upon  their  Oath  and  Affirmation,  whether  the  aaid  Samual 
Doyle  be  gnilty  of  the  Premiaea  in  the  Indiotment  above  speeifiedi 
or  not  goiity. 

And  the  Jurors  of  the  said  Jury  by  the  said  Sheriff  for  this  Pur- 
pose impanelled  and  returned,  to  wit,  John  Boeely,  Jacob  Driet- 
baoh,  Jaoob  Oemberliog,  Henry  Driesbaeh,  Oeorge  Douffhert?, 
Jamea  M'Mahon,  Robert  Fruit,  Daniel  Montgomery,  Hugh  White^ 
Beojamin  Patterson,  George  Obermire  and  Henry  Shoemaker, .... 
being  called,  came ;  who  beinff  duly  elected,  tried,  awom  snd 
affirmed  to  apeak  the  Truth  of  tne  Premises  upon  their  Oath  snd 
Affirmation,  reapectiTely  do  say,  that  the  sud  Samuel  Doyle  is  not 
guilty  of  the  Felony  and  Murder  whereof  he  standa  indicted,  snd 
that  he  did  not  fly  for  the  same.  Whereupon,  all  and  singular,  the 
Premises  aforesaid  being  aeen,  and  by  the  Court  here  fully  under- 
atood,  It  ia  considered  by  the  Court  that  the  aaid  Samuol  D«iyle  be 
bound  by  Reeogniasnee  to  the  aaid  Commonwealth  in  the  Sum  of 
two  hundred  Pounds,  lawful  Money  of  the  aaid  Commonwealth,  witk 
two  Sureties  in  the  Sum  of  one  hundred  Pounds,  like  Money  afore- 
said each,  oonditioned  for  the  good  BehaTiour  of  the  said  Samuel 
Doyle,  and  that  he  be  of  the  Peace,  &c.,  until  the  next  Court  of 
Oyer  and  Terminer  for  the  County  af  sd,  and  that  he  stand  Con- 
mitted  until  the  Costs  of  this  Prosecution  be  paid.* 

A  true  Transcript  of  the  Becord* 

J.  EWINO,  Cl'k  Cur. 


Circulars  addrxssxd  to  vabioub  OmcmtSi  1790. 

Sir, 

Council  wish  to  know  the  nresent  State  of  your  department,  & 
request  you  to  inform  them  if  any  Obstructions  or  Inconvcnienoei 
occur,  and  whether  any  improyements  may  be  made  thereon. 

Sir, 

Council  are  anxious  to  know  the  progress  you  have  made  in  pre 
paring  for  Settlement  the  aocounta  of  this  State  with  the  United 
Statea. 

They  request  you  to  inform  them  if  any  Obstruction  or  InoonTe- 
nience  occur,  and  whether  any  Improvements  yon  conceiTe  can  be 
made  in  your  Departinent.f 

»  See  pai^es  700,  714,  710, 720,— also  CoL  Eec.,  Vol.  XVI.,  pp.  807,  S9S» 
417,  422,  487,  440,  44%,  %«»,  4%4. 
t  See  Col.  Eec..'V«l.lWl.»^.  Wl, 
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John  Nicdolson  to  Prbs.  Mihun— Nxw  Loan 
Gkbtjpioatis,  1790. 

For  the  eatiafaotioQ  of  the  good  people  of  Penn'a,  I  am  desiroaa 
hat  thej  should  be  informed  that  the  Accounts  of  the  important 
.nd  almost  unlimited  trust  reposed  in  me  of  Granting  New  Loan 
)ertifieate8  hath  been  settled ;  to  this  end,  as  well  as  on  m j  own 
k.eeonnt,  I  pray  that  your  Honorable  Board  would  direct  the  report 
rhich  hath  been  reo'd  by  you  from  your  Committee  on  that  aabgect 
o  be  published. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Sir,  your  fizeellency's 

Most  obedient  servant^ 

JNO.  NICHOLSON. 
Nov.  16th,  1790. 

Underfed, 
Bead  in  Council  Norember  15th^  1790. 

DirecUdf 
Hia  fizeell'y,  Thomas  Mifflin^  Esquire,  President  in  Council. 


N.  Falconer — Health  Officer's  Report,  1790. 

Noyember  16th,  1790. 
3ir, 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  Council  the  13  instance'*'  I  give  the  present 
State  of  my  Department  From  the  29  of  September  1789  to  the  29 
of  September  1790  there  has  been  Entered  with  mo  one  Thousand 
Six  hundred  and  Eighty  Nine  passengers  @  1  s.  *$  head  j£63  6  9 
Visited  20  Vessells  as  Health  officer  @  20  s.  20  0 

£8869 
%B  Council  has  Requested  that  I  Should  point  out  the  inconveniencies 
attending  the  Department,  as  the  Law  now  Stands  I  have  no  Right 
to  go  aboard  aney  vessell  untill  I  am  Called  on,  the  Law  Seems  Con- 
fin^  to  passenger  vessells  alone  and  to  the  Number  Forty  or  From 
Some  Sichley  port  but  the  Law  Dont  Define  Those  ports  an  infectious 
Disorder  may  be  Brought  in  by  a  Ships  Crew  or  a  few  passengen 
aboard  as  well  as  in  a  passenger  Ship^  whe  have  had  Several  inataxifiesL 

♦  Se^  Col.  Bac,  Vol.  rVL,i^.l^\l. 
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of  this  tbe  Samer  past,  Ships  fron^  anoy  port  Id  the  Straits  msy 
Come  up  to  the  City  witboat  StopiDg  below;  a  qoaraDtlne  Lawu 
much  wanted  for  this  port,  all  which  I  Snbmitt  to  Coaooil. 
I  am  with  Great  Respect 

Sir,  joar  most  Hbl.  Servant, 

NATH.  FALCONEB. 
Directed, 

His  Exelency  Thoma  Mifflin,  EsqaioTi  President  of  the  Stale  of 
Pensilvania  in  Council. 
Indortedy 

Read  in  Council  November  16th,  1790. 


Auotionkxb's  Rxport,  1790. 

To  the  honorable  executive  council  of  PenmiylvmBia. 

Gentlemen, 

In  answer  to  your  address  of  the  IStb,  Inst*  permit  me  to  inform 
you,  that  the  duties  arising  on  my  sales  at  auction  from  the  first  of 
April  last  to  first  of  July,  amounted  to  only  thirty  eight  pounds  9t. 
Hd,  to  the  first  of  October  twenty  pounds  9s.  Sid.,  and  to  the  pre- 
sent date  Seventeen  pounds  10s. 

The  incoDvenience  of  holding  sales  in  the  suburbs  of  the  City  are 
so  great  that  no  exertion  can  surmount  them. — This  I  presume  will 
very  clearly  appear  by  reflecting  for  a  moment  on  the  situation  of  the 
Northern  Liberties,  in  which  there  are  neither  goods  nor  purchasers. 

The  only  improvement  I  conceive  that  can  be  made  in  the  business, 
will  be,  to  permit  tbe  respective  auctioneers  to  hold  sales  in  whaterer 
place  will  be  most  advantageous  to  themselves  and  the  revenue — If 
this  is  done  I  am  very  Confident  that  the  Citizens  will  be  better 
accomodated  and  the  revenue  much  more  productive. 
I  am  Gentlemen, 
your  moat  obd't  Servant^ 

WM.  SHANNON. 
Northern  Liberties,  Nov.  16th,  1790. 


Report  ov  Master  or  Rolls,  1790. 

The  Honble  The  Supreme  Executive  Council. 

Philad'a,  I6th  November  1790. 
Gentlemen, 

Your  favour  of  18th  Inst.,  I  received  yesterday,  Noon ;  in  answer 
thereto,  I  have  to  Vn^otta  ^o\rc  Xi^'^qi^,^  ^^(i^^»  \.^<^  Constitution  and 
Laws  are  all  InroWed  •,  VXi^b  ^\«iAa  w*  Va.  ^%  X^^  ^sstn^sAiAMii^^is^ 


\ 
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I  most  beg  leave  to  acquaint  joa,  that  siDce  I  have  had  the  honor  of 
being  Master  of  the  Rolla,  I  hare  nniformily  kept  my  office  open  on 
the  afternoon  of  Saturday,  in  order  to  accomodate  Country  People, 
who  had  their  Patents  signed  ft  sealed  on  the  forenoon  of  that 
day. 

Since  the  Establish ment  of  my  department,  it  has  been  a  rule  to 
bjaye  Deeds  k  Mortgases  Recorded  in  four  weeks  after  their  receipt, 
this  I  ha?e  strictly  adhered  to,  the  latter  are  oompleat  as  far  as  the 
12th  Instant,  but  owing  to  one  of  my  Clerks  being  confined  by 
■lokness,  the  Deeds  are  not  forward  enough  by  a  few  days.  Respect- 
ing Deeds  and  Mortgages,  it  may  be  necessary  to  inform  yoar 
honors,  that  they  can't  be  delivered  sooner  than  the  heretofore 
accustomed  time,  because  they  do  not  come  into  the  office  in  regular 
procession;  perhsps  in  three  or  four  days  a  ffreat  many  may  come 
m,  and  perhaps  in  as  many  weeks,  but  nw;  but  let  that  be 
as  it  may,  no  inconvenience  arises,  because  they  are  recorded  in 
rotation,  they  are  all  entered  in  the  Book  of  entries  on  the  day  they 
are  received,  and  the  record  and  certificate  bear  that  day's  date. 

I  must  also  beg  leave  to  inform,  that  since  my  oppointment  I  have 
made  an  Improvement  in  the  office  not  heretofore  thought  of;  the 
former  Indexes  were  Alphabetically  kepi  in  the  Name  of  Gmntors 
only,  by  which  a  Title  could  not  have  been  traced,  for  the  remedy 
whereof,  I  have  made  out  two  General  Indexes  of  all  the  Books  in 
the  office,  one  in  Alphabetical  order,  begining  with  the  Name  of  the 
Grantors,  the  other  in  the  same  order,  begining  with  the  name  of  the 
Grantees,  and  also  a  Patent  Index ;  it  has  been  an  arduous  Work  ; 
and  if  your  honors  chuse,  I  should  be  glad  to  lay  them  before 
you. 

At  present  there  are  no  obstructions  that  impede  the  execution  of 
the  business  of  my  office,  and  the  only  one  that  I  know  of  may 
occur  under  the  New  Constitution,  is  respecting  the  acknowledge- 
ment of  Deeds  by  the  present  Law,  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  ^who  from  their  frequent  avocations  &  multiplicity  of  bnsiuees 
can  do  little  in  that  way,)  and  the  Judges  of  the  Pleas,  are  the  only 
persons  who  are  authorised  to  take  acknowledgments  by  the  New 
Constitution — the  Judges  of  the  Pleas  will  bo  few  in  Number ;  and 
frequently  the  whole  of  them  on  the  Iknch,  therefore  I  apprehend  the 
Citizens  will  find  an  inconvenience  therein,  and  that  it  will  be  necessary 
for  the  Legisluture  to  authorize  the  Governor  to  give  a  special  com- 
mission to  some  other  persons  to  execute  that  necessary  business. 
I  am,  Gentlemen,  your  honors, 

most  obd't  humble  Servant, 
Indoraed,  MATH'W  IRWIN. 

Received  and  read  in  Council,  Nov'r  16th,  1790,  (Copied)  in 
answer  to  Council's  Circular  Letter  of  Nov.  15th,  1790. 

His  Excellency,  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esq.,  President  of  the  8w^ta& 
Kxocutire  (JounciL 

32* 
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Sir, 

.  lii  ftimmr  lo  ydvr  Samtej^tfleMeT'of'A^lM  I«il.,  «lMiiN  k 
;MttiMDi  that  ikmaoU  imh  16  hMv  «lhi:^krt9  #1  Om  JUmm 
•Qwrntifu  I>epanmeBty  and  if  any  jriMtnitliMW'«r  MO0M«4iMf 
tite4r,  I  b«g  bait  4«  ttply,  tlM  fimifvy,iBil  caMm  4fow  lb 

•Mi  bf  iteYomar  BMMTer  0  tmil?  iu  Vtfi»g  tiit.'BoJp  ^ »r ^ » 
•aotjb  «d  fling  an  ■■oaaialj  Ttiifceii !  og  fpawt'  wMpgHlfc A» 
teainasa  af  Ife  dliea,  wUob  nad*  ha«;ap|Mind  ao[«U|^(*a$ 
^liarar  aiwalaBaea  did  Bai  opp6N  irlrfat  idliiiaftM  t^«^  I^lMf 
:a»lda«i^  ifiavar'damled'froai.ik.'  -. .  r  •:  v\  <  .  .  wt  Im-  •! 
f'  Iadaad>lha  Bawlaaa  ol  thb  Dapmiani  liMia<m»iiriiladwD  <mifc 
inilae  Iha  Bevaluftiaii,  iba  fritfia  df  ihada  lMm:kaaB  a»difliii«ti|i 
tha  Old'aad  New  pnratiaaa^  and  iha  Bpimm  af  FbUia  aaamitiaa  aid 
jMDiea  raeaifabia  for  Laoda  ao  Tarioiia»  that  I  hava  baeto  oUiged  to 
aatebliab  aatto  of  Beeorda  in  order  lo  kaep  the  tranaaotioiia  of  tha 
Bepartodnt  more  diatiooty  and  dear  than  a  aingla  aett  of  Boohs 
von'd  eneble  me  to  do,  and  in  order  alao  to  ^Militate  tha  Boainea^ 
•thro'  the  oflloe  of  ao  manj  applieants  aa  daily  preaent  tliemaalvea. 

There  ia  one  InoooTenienoe  whieh  I  beg  leave  4o  mention,  and  it 
ia  truly  one  which  the  people  have  bat  too  mooh  reaaoa  to  oomplaia 
of,  it  ia  thia : 

When  a  person  applies  to  my  offiee  to  settle  and  pay  a  land  aecoimt 
in  order  for  confirmation  by  Patent,  it  frequently  btppens  that  a  smaller 
quantity  of  Land  ia  contained  in  the  survey  than  expreaaed  in  and 
paid  for  at  the  issuing  of  the  Warranty  by  means  whereof  a  balance 
remaina  due  on  my  Booka  to  the  party,  whieh  they  ooneeive  ahonU 
be  allowed  to  them  in  the  pajment  id  other  Land,  or  that  a  new 
Warrant  shou'd  issue  for  the  amount. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your 

Ezoellenoy'a  moat  obd't  Servty 

FRA'S  JOHNSTON. 

Hia  EzeeUeneyy  Thomas  HiflBBoi  Bsquire. 


Notes  or  CoMMisiaoNXRB  vor  Yhwtnq  Riyxas,  1790. 

Northumberland,  17th  May,  1790.* 
Sir, 

The  CommisaionaTi  a^i^lutfid  to  View  the  Weatera  Watera^  left 
Philadelphia  the  6t\i  lual.,  an^  m^\»  'l^t.^^v^^  ^v  \jAbaxion  on 
Sunday  morning;  b»ViiAVMi«  v\ifTOiKtax%iwii^wM«\^^ 
♦  lii^Taft^ViVfe.^w«Uwjt. 
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appoiDtmenty  which  could  not  be  kept  by  us  from  the  city;  The 
aanie  day  we  proceeded  to  tiew  generally  thq  groiBid  near  Kutchers 
.Daoi;  adjdatadour  lefel^  &^.f  aod.afl  Monday  Mornirg  begao  to 
level.  In  order  to  Beenre  the  no^es  of  what  we  have  done,  I  beg 
leave  to  addrcsa  them  (o,  your  oare^/aa  the  best  mfans  of  safety ;  yst 
not  for  the  Cbuaoil  as  official  papew,  as  tbey  may  require  ac|jiistmenty 
which  it  would  delay  time  to  make  a|  present. 
^  To  obtain  the  facts  necessary  to  determine  the  quantity  of  water 
..nhioh  issues  from  the  plaoe  of  begi^iog,  we  msasured  the  Waste- 
Gate  at  Kntcher's  D^m  ;  and  found  it  3  feet  2  inches  wide,  and  the 
.BOll  being  not  at  work,  the  water  .flofred  over  it  of  that  width,  ten 
wicAss  deep:  there  was  an  appertnre  opposite  the  millwheel  of 
about  the  sune  width,  and,  as  nearly  I  could  judge,  of  about  two 
inches  in  depth,  thro'  which  the  water  issued  at  near,  three  feet  below 
the  surface^  From  the  face  of  the  water  in  the  Dam  the  levelling 
ia  as  follows :  (The  Back  Staff  standing  on  the  face*  of  the  water  in 
the  MUl-dam.; 

No.  Foresight  Backsight 

1.  370  742 

2.  760  946  From  this  point  we  made  an  oflsett  to  the  bot- 

tom of  the  old  water  course^  Foresight  840, 
backsight,  177. 
8.     342  998  To  Lebanon  Market  street,  at  the  miH  and  on 

the  face  of  the  bridges ;  and  from  the  face 
of  the  bridge  to  the  water,  195. 

960 

947 

745  On  a  flat  meadow  and  near  the  creek. 

670 

759  (The  ground  uniformly  favovrable  down  to 
No.  24,  with  very  little  variation  or  appear- 
ance of  ston^,  and  the  descent  nearly 
uniform. 

740 

739  # 

527  To  the  bridge  at  John  Stover's  Mill. 

988 

606 

654  Adam  Stover's  Mill,  and  this  sight  on  the  dam, 
the  wind  blowing  down  &rMm. 

803  To  the  Narrows. 

924 

487 

-814  Head  of  (Tbristo.  Long's  hemp-mill  dam. 

687  Chris.  Long's  Lane. 
90i 


4. 

812 

5. 

619 

6. 

434 

7. 

446 

8. 

547 

9. 

467 

10. 

686 

11. 

530 

12. 

844 

18. 

116 

14. 

653 

15. 

793 

16. 

309 

17. 

860 

18. 

719 

19. 

860 

20. 

769 

21. 

498 
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4»9f 

1*. 
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86. 

40 

«7. 

686 

48. 

•70 

S9^ 

/'68a 

,      uflM 
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Note— Thikt  Bial'i  dkin  u  aometimw 


t    .v..!  -.HI-  '.  . 


No. 

80.  148 

81.  888 

82.  201 
88.  867 

84.  459 

85.  441 

86.  711 

87.  615 

88.  118 

89.  610 

40.  974 

41.  ,88 

42.  951 
48.  847 

44.  865 

45.  826 

46.  80Q 

47.  685 

48.  357 


Tnetday,  Hay  11, 
No. 


ri 


925 

566 

880 

947 
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9441        12429 


Amonnt  of  the  Ftlls  in  Quitipftbilla,  in  feet  and  bnndnd  pnlii 
from  .th«  ftee  of  tb«  ««!(m  on  EaHber'a  IdOp  {km  to  a  Battonwoed 
Tree  at' the  moatli  of  iW  wm^^VNiA  \<iira&i^>.  iiwJ&itt.v'w^  ^1m  ^m  of 
the  water  neat  the  tt«e.    1V»  liWk^»  ^vt.\meft\Mn% v»  •wdM^w^^ 
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perches  from  the  lower  end  of  Kucher'a  dam.    The  dam  is  90 
perches  loDg=(15  miles  152  ps.) 

(For  the  distance  relative  to  the  nambers,  where  it  is  material ; 
we  Mr.  Madams  notes  of  survey,  which  is  intended  to  be  enclosed 
if  thej  are  sent  to  me  in  time:  otherwise  to  be  sent  from  Cinnama- 
honing. 

McKee's  half.falls,  Foresight,  743  ")  n,.  ..^^  ^q  ^^v^ 
Back,         506  j  ^8*"<«'i  18  perches. 

Falls,  2.37 

The  main  difficalty  here,  lies  in  the  upward  passage,  which  is  on 
the  West  side  of  the  River,  w^ere  the  rocks  in  the  upper  rift,  runs 
&r  into  the  river  and  the  current  excessive  at  the  point  of  the  rock. 
The  distance  from  the  shore,  renders  the  towing  of  the  boat  very 
laborious;  as  we  saw,  not  only  by  our  own  boat,  but  also  in  the  case 
of  another  boat,  whose  towing  rope  gave  way  and  left  her  to  the 
ohance  of  the  current.  At  present,  there  is  danger  to  boats  passing 
by  this  rock  upwards,  from  the  force  of  the  current  taking;  the  bow 
and  forcing ^he  side  against  the  rock,  so  as  to  crush  the  t>oat.  A 
liassage  msy  be  cut  thro'  this  rock  close  to  the  shore  at  a  moderate 
expence,  which  will  render  the  passage  comparatively  easy  and 
entirely  safe.  The  passage  thro'  the  lower  rift  may  be  also  opened 
olose  to  the  shore,  and  for  like  reason  ought  to  bo  done. 

About  50  perches  below  Mier's  Mill,  the  creek  is  four  perches 
wide,  and  there  being  a  shoal  place  at  that  distance,  we  measured  the 
depth  of  water.  It  was  14  inches  for  about  30  feet  in  width,  and 
(he  remaining  distance  nuy  be  estimated  at  half  that  depth,  the 
current  appearing  to  be  nearly  that  of  the  creek  generally — greater 
rather  than  less. 

The  ground  is  generally  very  favorable  to  the  design  of  a  canal, 
&  the  digging  mere  common  earth,  with  few  exceptions  of  lime- 
stone, rocks,  and  perhaps  some  little  increase  of  expence  from  slatey 
ground  ;  but  my  present  sentiment  is,  that  there  will  not  be  much 
more  stone  raised  than  will  be  required  in  the  work. 

When  we  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  the  Quitipahilla,  we  intended 
to  have  continued  our  survey,  and  levelling  down  the  Swatara  to  the 
mouth,  but  to  our  surprise,  we  could  not  procure  the  necessary 
assistance,  (the  people  in  the  neighborhood  generally,  so  far  as  we 
conversed  with  them,  being  much  opposed  to  the  design  without 
losing  too  much  time  in  search  of  people  of  more  good  sense.  Tbe 
danger  of  the  water  falling,  at  the  head  of  the  Susquehanna, 
determined  us  to  proceed  without  delay,  and  to  leave  the  Swatara  for 
further  examination  at  our  return.  We  accordingly  embarked  in 
our  boat  at  the  Quitipahilla  and  went  down  the  Swatara,  which  we 
found  to  be  a  very  fine  stream  of  water,  with  much  leaa  Call  thaxv  ^<^ 
bMd  been  led  to  expect  (if  we  judged  T\ft\\V\^  It^m  ^^  \x^\ssivi.^^^  ^ 
lew  of  it  as  could  be  had  while  wc  passed  doN^T\\v^) 
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We  found  it  necessary  to  stop  at  MiddletowD,  and  agiin  tt 
Harrisburgh,  to  prooure  several  articles  of  proyiaion,  &o.,  which 
detained  us  'till  Friday  moraiD^,  when  we  set  oat  for  Snnbury,  and 
at  one  o'clock  passed  Bergamen's  Ripple.  The  water  here  in  tctj 
rapid,  and  the  passage  on  the  West  side  of  the  Hirer,  where  then 
is  a  high  slatey  rock,  which  it  may  be  proper  to  break  away,  so  as 
to  admit  a  path-way  for  Dragging  boats  upwards  by  ropes — the 
labour  of  setting  up  being  ezcessivei  and  very  discouraging  to  boat- 
men. 

At  Girty's  half-falls — the  fall  of  water  in  40  perchea  distance  is 
1.22.  Here  a  passage  upwards  may  be  greatly  favoured  by  a  path- 
way over  the  rocks-^and  the  passage  ought  to  be  opened  to  about  3 
rods  in  width.  ^ 

At  Berry's  Falls— A  large  rock  on  the  West  side,  (at  the  end  of 
the  mountain,)  extending  far  into  the  river,  occasions  great  diffiealty 
in  passing  upward,  boats  being  obliged  to  go  on  the  outnde  of  it 
Between  this  rock  and  the  shore,  there  are  two  other  large  rooks, 
and  between  these  two  are  a  number  of  large  stones,  which  ought  to 
be  removed,  and  a  piece  broken  off  ftrom  the  end  of  each  of  t^  two 
last  mentioned  roc^s,  so  as  to  make  a  clear  passage  of  40  or  12  feet 
wide ;  but  not  much  exceeding  this  width,  and  the  gravel  above 
removed  so  that  in  times  of  low  water,  boats  may  go  up  this  pro- 
posed passage.  Below  this  proposed  passage  there  is  a  Hirady 
ffravel  bank  which  the  current  will  probably  sweep  away  almost 
immediately  after  the  passage :  but  if  this  should  not  happen,  it 
may  be  removed  at  a  small  expence,  and  as  it  is  evidently  collected 
by  the  eddy-water,  there  appears  no  danger  of  its  collecting  agaia. 
This  is  the  most  laborous  passage  of  any  in  the  river,  aTOve  the 
mouth  of  Juniata  at  this  fall,  Foresight  820,  Baeksight  687,  falls 
8.67 — distance  1.50  perches. 

A.  Bub...  "«-f^>  J5? }  »i«.™  m  p.^ 

Falls  2.40 

As  these  notes  will  be  of  no  immediate  use,  I  have  determined  to 
leave  them  with  Ool.  Wilson,  who  will  take  them  down  to  the  city 
with  him. 

T.  M. 
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RkPQBT  of  SoUTHWARK  AuCTIONBEBy  1790. 

To  his  Ezoelknoy  the  Preddent  and  Hoa'ble  Sapreme  SxeeatiTt 

CouooiL 
Oenilemen, 

CSoQiidl  being  desiroiui  to  know  tbe  present  sttte  of  tbe  Sonthwark 
Aaofion,  The  Auctioneer  for  that  distriet  begs  leate  to  inform 
ihem,  that  the  duties  arising  on  the  sales  of  g<Mds  at  that  anotioo, 
from  the  first  of  April  laat  (the  time  the  1  ^  (^nt  duty  commenoed) 
to  the  first  Instant,  a  period  of  seven  months,  amonnts  to  £57  18  IL. 
Thmt  the  duties  last  year  during  that  period,  at  2  ip  oent,  amounted 
to  £107  18  9.  And  agreeable  4o  their  request  with  deference  Bub> 
mits  the  following : 

-  That  it  is  his  opinion,  the  Vendue  Laws  restricting  the  several 
Auctioneers  to  their  respective  districts,  has  a  tendency  to  injure 
the  revenue,  for,  were  the  vendue  masters  at  liberty  to  hold  their 
■»les  in  each  others  districts,  stronger  and  greater  exertions  could 
and  in  all  probability  would  be  miule  by  them,  and  there  are  also 
other  inducements,  by  which  means  more  goods  might  be  procured 
linr  public  sale,  was  that  restriction  taken  off— and  here  he  would 
lemark,  that  the  duty  the  State  has  drawn  from  this  district,  on 
goods  sold  at  public  sale,  during  the  time  of  his  apointment,  for 
peisons  residing  therein,  is  so  trifling  that  it  does  not  amount  to  Ten 
Foands-*the  goods  he  sold  were  brought  from  the  City  to  persoDs 
who  principally  reside  therein,  and  were  carried  back  again  to 
the  City. 

Was  this  obstruction  in  the  Law  which  confines  the  respective 
auctioneers  to  their  districts  removed,  it  would  be  much  more  conve- 
nient  and  satisfactory  to  the  generality  of  the  traders,  and  he  is  very 
confident  might  be  made  to  tend  greatly  to  the  increase  of  the 
revenue. 

With  great  respect,  Gentlemen, 

your  very  obed't  h'ble  serv't, 

ADM.  HUBLEY,* 

Southwark  Auction  Store,  18th  Novem'r,  1790. 


Report  of  Flour  Inspeotor,  1790. 

Philadelphia,  18th  Nov'r,  1790. 
Sir, 

I  was  honored  with  your  letter  dated  in  Council  on  the  thirteenth 
Instant. 

The  duties  of  Inspector  of  Flour,  which  office  I  have  tbe  honor  to 
bold,  are  performed  by  myself  and  two  deputy's  or  aaaiataatA^  i.^ 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  Yd.  XYl.,  pp.  ^Xl . 
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whom  I  pay  certain  Yearly  salaries,  for  whioh  thej  stipulate  to 
devote  the  whole  of  their  time  each  day,  from  sun  rising  'till  it  goes 
down,  and  to  attend  in  every  part  of  the  Port  to  whioh  they  may  be 
ealled,  and  in  all  weather  proper  for  Flour  to  he  exposed  in,  which 
seonres  to  the  parties  conoerned  in  the  Sale  and  export  •  oertaioty 
being  accomodated.  The  present  deputies  are,  Jacob  PlaDkiDbora 
and  Christopher  Iriek,  both  of  whom  are  known  to  be  indnstrioiu, 
sober,  honest,  &  attentive  to  their  business;  and  I  believe  nothiog 
is  hasarded  in  saying  that  their  Conduct  is  generally  approved;  I 
attend  and  assist  them  alternately,  as  the  (udl  for  diapatoh  may 
require,  and  to  observe  and  direct,  that  the  Standard  of  merehantable 
quality  of  each,  be  as  nearly  similar  as  possible,  we  alao  oooasionaUj 
examine  the  same  Flour  together,  fer  the  purpose  of  eatablishing  s 
similarity  of  Judgment. 

The  principles  by  which  I  have  endeavored  to  regulate  my  eoo- 
diiel  in  office,  and  whioh  I  frequently  communicate  and  explain  to 
ny  deputy's,  are,  by  no  means  to  injure  or  unneoeessarily  depreciate 
the  character  or  value  of  any  person's  Flour,  but  endeavor  at  ail 
times  to  Judge  with  the  utmost  impartiality,  and  execute  with  firm- 
ness all  that  the  Law  enjoins  the  officer  to  do,  fearless  of  the  dissp- 
probation  or  censure  of  interested  individuals,  who  can  at  any  time 
obtain  redress  of  reel  injuries,  by  resorting  to  the  appeal  from  the 
Inspector's  Judgment,  which  the  Law  has  wisely  provided. 

The  practice  on  buch  principles,  is  an  attentive  and  regular  inspe^ 
tion  which  I  flatter  myself  very  generally  takes  place,  and  procures 
to  our  Flour  a  preferenoe  in  foreign  markets ;  of  which  I  beliere 
satisfactory  proofs  could  be  produced.  The  Prices  of  Flour  for 
some  time  past  have  been  46s.  ^  barrel  for  super  fine,  and  42a  for 
Common,  yet  it  comes  ;o  Market  but  in  small  anantitys,  the 
demand  being  fully  equal  to  the  supply,  notwithstanding  there  his 
been  no  late  exportation  to  Europe,  the  shipments  being  mostly  for 
the  West  Indies,  and  some  to  different  Ports  of  the  United  States. 

The  existing  Laws  which  relate  to  the  inspection  of  Flour,  are  an 
act  passed  on  the  5th  of  April,  1781,  and  three  supplements,  under 
date  of  28th  Dec'r,  1781,  15th  of  September,  1784,  and  12th  of 
September,  1789;  my  ezperionoe  does  not  suggest  any  material 
deficiencies  in  them,  nor  have  I  felt  or  perceived,  any  want  of  neces- 
sary powers  to  the  officers  for  their  due  execution ;  it  would  certainly 
be  much  more  convenient,  if  the  whole  were  comprised  in  one  Law ; 
should  a  revision  for  that  purpose  take  plaoe,  perhaps  some  small 
amendments  may  appear  to  be  necessary  and  proper. 

The  legiMature  of  the  United  States,  during  their  last  Session 
passed  a  short  Law,  directing  their  Collectors  and  naval  officers,  to 
psy  due  regard  to  the  Inspection  Laws  of  the  respective  States. 

Should  it  appear  that  1  have  not  fully  comprehended  the  wish  of 
the  Honorable  Council,  as  ozpressed   in   the  letter   I  have  been 
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favored  with,  if  they  will  be  pleased  to  signify  their  farther  pleasure 
therein,  I  will  with  the  utmost  cheerfdlness  attend  to  their  Commands 
I  ba?e  the  honor  to  be  Sir, 

your  obedient  &  hamble  Serv't, 

JAMBS  BEAD. 
Directed, 

Charles  Bfddle,  Esqaire,  Secretary  to  the  Honorable  Bzeontivt 
Council. 


RxFORT  OF  Skcbitart  01*  Land  OvncK;  1790. 

Philad'a,  19th  November,  1790. 
S', 

Pursuant  to  direction  by  Letter  from  your  Secretary  dated  18th 
November,  Instant,  I  beg  leave  to  inform  Council  that  untill  the 
adoption  of  the  new  Constitution  I  knew  of  no  Obstructions  or 
Inconveniences  in  my  Department,  but  I  forsee  that  in  a  short  time 
it  will  be  necessary  for  the  Legislature  to  provide  Relief  in  the 
Cases  following  and  perhaps  more  which  at  present  does  not  strike 
my  attention,  via*. 

The  form  of  the  Patent  is  by  the  Law  establishing  a  Land  Office 
to  begin  thus,  **  The  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  Common- 
**  wealth  of  Pennsylvania,''  instead  whereof  it  may  be  more  proper 
to  begin  thus  **  The  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylv'a,  &c*. 

By  the  present  Laws  the  president  in  Council  or  in  his  absence 
the  Vice  Presid't  is  to  sign  all  patents  &  Warrants  for  Lds.  but 
when  there  is  no  Council,  President  nor  Vice  president  which  will 
be  the  Case  when  the  new  Constitution  shall  be  in  full  operation 
the  Governor  may  be  vested  with  full  Powers  in  these  respects. 

The  present  Laws  make  it  necessary  in  Order  to  constitute  a 
Board  of  property  that  a  Member  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council 
shall  be  one  which  cannot  be  when  no  such  Council  exists  therefore 
perhaps  it  may  be  proper  to  repeal  such  parts  of  any  Laws  whereby 
the  Vice  president  or  member  of  Council  are  essential  and  to  vest 
the  powers  of  holding  a  Board  in  the  Governor  with  the  Land  officers. 

If  any  other  matters  shall  appear  worthy  of  alteration  before  the 
Dissolution  of  your  Board,  I  shall  beg  leave  to  represent  the  same 
at  Eome  future  time,  and  am 

yr.  most  obed.  h'ble  Serv't, 

DAVID  KENNEDY. 
J}treetedy 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esq.,  Preddani  inOQ^a&A>\l. 
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BkPOBT  or  SUBYSYOB  QSNEBAL,  1790. 

Surveyor  Qenrs  Office,  Nor.  19th,  1790. 
Sir, 

In  complianoe  with  the  wish  of  the  Honorable  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council,  I  have  considered  if  any  obstructions  had  oooored, 
to  impede  the  baBiness  transacted  in  th^  office,  but  cannot  reeolkot 
any. 

Inconveniences  and  high  disputes  have  been  mentioned  by  some 
of  the  Deputy  Surveyors,  west  of  the  Allegheny  mountain,  &  otben, 
owing  as  it  is  alledged,  to  a  misconstruction  of  the  Laws  establisbing 
fees  there  &  elsewhere. 

I  here  beg  leave  to  observe  that  in  the  last  Law  no  mention  is 
made  of  acceptance  Fees,  these  were  formerly  received  by  |the 
Surveyor  General,  and  I  conceive  they  might,  with  propri^y,  have 
been  embraced  in  the  same  system  of  revenue. 

The  clause  which  relates  to  the  fees  to  be  taken  in  this  office, 
upon  returns  to  be  made  into  the  Secretaries  office,  is  inexplicit  and 
undefined,  no  distinction  beiug  made  between  a  return  of  a  single 
Tract  or  a  number  joined,  and  therefore  I  find  that  the  practice  hath 
been  to  receive  the  same  Fees  for  three,  four,  &  five  adjoining  Tracts 
returned  together,  as  for  one. 

Should  I  discover  hereafter  any  thing  relative  to  this  office  that, 
may  admit  of  improvement,  it  shall  be  ^ithfuUy  communicated. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

with  perfect  respect 

your  Excellencies  most  obed't  Serv't, 
DANIEL  BROD  HEAD. 
Directed, 

His  Excellency  the  President  in  Council. 


Bepobt  of  TnE  Tb£ASUBeb,  1790. 

Treasury  Office,  Nov'br  22nd,  1790. 
Sir, 

Your  Message  of  the  13th  instant,  did  not  come  to  hand  ontill 
4he  morning  of  the  20th  inst,  or  should  sooner  have  complied  with 
the  Desire  of  Council.  On  the  19th  of  December  last,"^  1  addressed 
the  Hon'ble  Board,  (to  which  I  beg  leave  to  refer)  and  obtained  their 
timely  Interference.  Aided  by  their  Resolutions  of  the  21  st  of  the 
same  month,  a  Number  of  abuses  and  Irregularities  complained  of  are 
corrected.  One  Essential  however,  that  of  being  all  ways  supplied  with 
a  Sufficiency  of  money  to  keep  the  various  Funds  separate  &  distinct, 
I  haV6  never  been  able  to  ac<Mm^Uah-^  But  such  care  has  been  taken 
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ft  the  amountB  of  temporary  misMpplioatioii  QDAvoidably  made,  so 
regularly  kept  and  attended  to,  that  no  material  Injory  to  the  State 
or  any  Individual  haa  arisen  from  it. 

That  the  Statementa  of  arrearagea  of  Tazei  outstanding  as  reported 
by  the  Register  Oeneral  on  the  80th  of  September  1789,  and  a  second 
bearing  Date  the  26th  of  August  last  are  as  correct  as  it  was  possible 
to  make  them  from  such  material  as  he  eould  come  at,  I  am  convinc'd ; 
Butt  that  from  want  of  proper  Information  and  other  Causes,  the 
Produce  will  fall  far  short  of  the  Estimate  is  equally  certain.  To 
prove  this.  Council  will  indulge  me  in  makeing  the  following  Obser- 
▼ations.  The  amaieingand  conatant  Demands  on  the  Treasury,  and 
no  Tax  being  levied  for  the  present  year  soon  Uugbt  me,  that  Every 
Exertion  on  my  part  as  well  as  that  of  every  Officer  employed  in  the 
OoUeotion  of  the  Revenues  would  be  necessary,  I  have  not  neglected 
to  urge  them,  I  have  inquir'd  why  so  much  was  outstanding, 
vrbat  was  the  Cause,  and  what  Remedy  ought  to  be  applied,  the  Ex* 
isting  Laws,  particularly  that  of  1788,  pass'd  Octol^r  the  fourth 
appearing  to  me  if  duly  executed  sufficient.  The  Result  of  my  En* 
qoirys  from  every  Quarter  terminates  in  this.  We  admitt  that  so 
much  may  be  due  from  our  respective  Counties;  But  one  half  (some 
more  or  less)  has  been  collected  under  the  Laws  of  16th  March,  1786 
k  4th  October  1788,  and  rests  in  the  Hands  of  Sheriffs,  Magistrates, 
Constables  and  Collectors,  many  of  whom,  after  getting  considerable 
Sums'  into  their  Hands,  have  died,  failed,  ran  away  or  other  ways 
oluded  Payment.  I  have  been  inform'd  of  many  such — shall  only 
mention  two. 

Mr.  Brisben  a  Collector  in  Lancaster  County  is  in  arrears  near 
jeSOO,  Mr  Rowan  of  this  City  about  ^500,  of  which  he  can  give 
no  acoount.  This  being  the  Case  with  men  of  real  or  suppos'd  In* 
tegrity  and  understanding,  what  may  not  be  expected  from  the  Yari* 
ety  of  Characters  emplo/d  in  the  Revenue  Department  throughout 
the  state. 

Admitt  then,  that  on  the  first  of  October  1789,  there  was  due  the 
Commonwealth  from  the  different  Counties  £280  000^  of  which  ;f  140 
000  is  in  the  Hands  of  delinquent  Officers  and  must  be  recovered 
by  sale  of  their  Property,  in  this  Way  I  have  no  Doubt  Butt  a  good 
Deal  will  be  collected  in  Time,  the  County  Treasurers  however  uni- 
formly complain  of  the  Sheriffii  not  doing  their  Duty. 

Butt  where  there  is  no  Property  as  in  the  Case  of  Rowan  &  others 
the  Deficiency  must  be  reassessed  on  the  County,  and  how  the  CoUeo- 
tion  of  this  will  succeed,  we  may  judge  from  past  Experience  and 
ought  to  count  on  it  accordingly. 

Out  of  the  remaining  £^0  000,  nearly  £100  000  has  already 
been  paid  into  the  hands  of  my  venerable  Predecessor  &  myself.— « 
The  Residue  will  come  in  by  slow  Degrees. 

The  Subject  of  finance  being  to  me  entirely  new,  I  dare  not  haaard 
an  Opinion  of  what  ought  to  be  done,  though  I  have  thought  qC^a.'^^xaX. 
ExpedieDtB.    I  baye  premised  these  geneialO\w»t'^%XMWi%^v>^^"^>M* 
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to  show  his  Ezcelleocy  the  Presideot  and  the  Hon'ble  Board  the 
immediate  Neoessitj  of  LegialatiTe  Interfereooe  to  provide  for  the 
existing  and  future  Demands  on  the  Treasury.  These  are  so  fully 
explained  in  the  Statement  of  the  Register  General  of  the  26th  of 
August  last,  that  I  need  pass  no  other  Comment  on  them  than  this, 
that  untill  such  Provission  is  made,  it  will  require  all  the  Fortitude 
I  am  posses'd  of  to  bear  up  under  the  Kmbarraeements  of  an  empty 
Chest  &  perpetual  Driving,  a  Consciousness  of  haveiog  acted  and 
intending  to  act  justly  and  honorably  is  my  only  Support. 

As  under  the  foregoing,  I  could  not  possibly  embrace  the  various 
Duties  assigned  me  by  the  Aot  of  the  Orst  of  April  last,  I  respootfuliy 
crave  the  attention  of  the  Hon'ble  Board  to  the  following  heads. 
1st,  In  the  first  enacting  Clause  oertuin  enumerated  Officers  therein 
mention'd  are  in  the  first  Instance  to  settle  their  aooounts  with  me. 
So  far  as  relates  to  Transactions,  since  my  appointment,  I  have  found 
DO  Difficulty ;  But  many  of  those  Offioera  have  not  settled  their 
accounts  for  years  past.  Where  this  is  the  Case,  being  posses'd  of 
no  Documents,  whereby  to  judge  of  the  Validity  of  their  Charges 
I  have  been  oblig'd  to  submitt  them  in  an  imperfect  state  to  the 
Register  General,  and  with  his  assistunoo  (he  being  possess'd  of 
some  of  the  old  accounts)  tho  greater  part  of  those  Officers  have  had 
their  accounts  settled,  much  more  might  have  been  done,  if  either 
the  Register  General  or  myself  could  have  been  furnish'd  with  the 
necessary  papers  from  the  Office  of  the  <_  omptroller  General. 

A  more  particular  account  or  explanation  of  this  Bussincss  shall 
bo  laid  before  the  Legislature  at  their  next  Session. 

2nd,  Tho  second  enacting  Clause,  I  have  punctually  complied  with ; 
my  monthly  accounts  have  been  rendered  regularly,  and  my  annual 
account  has  undergone  the  Examination  of  the  Register  General,  is 
now  before  the  Comptroller  General  and  all  possible  means  on  mj 
part  shall  be  us'd  to  lay  it  before  Council  without  Delay. 

3d,  The  Bussiness  assigned  in  the  fifth  Clause  could  have  been  fin- 
ished on  my  part  long  since,  tho  Reason  of  its  being  dclay'd  can  be 
accounted  for  by  the  Comptroller  General  only,  who  will  no  Doubt 
do  it. 

4tb,  The  eighth  enacting  Clause  transfers  to  me  all  the  Powers 
formerly  vested  in  the  Trustees  of  the  two  Loan  Offices. 

The  first  establish'd  in  1774  respecting  it,  my  Letter  to  Council 
dated  tbe  17th  of  June  last,  accompanied  with  a  rough  Statement  of 
the  accounts  in  said  Office  may  be  referred  to.  I  have  since  entered 
more  minutely  into  the  Bussiness  &  shall  use  every  Exertion  to  briog 
it  to  Issue. 

The  second  establish'd  April  4th,  1785.  In  this  the  Buasines  has 
been  conducted  pretty  regularly  and  I  have  it  in  good  Train. 

I  have  reasonable  Cau^e  c)i  Qi^mi^V^vcA^^aiust  some  of  the  Revenue 
Officers  of  the  Slate",  B\x\X  aa  \\V&  vwi^ow^^  Vst >i««.'^^i'^^xsA  llx- 
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eeotive  to  apply  asy  effeotdil  lUmedy  notill  the  Opentioa  of  tbe  new 
GonatiiutioD  tokaa  place  I  mint  neoeatarily  defer  it 
I  have  tbe  Honor  to  be,  with 
due  Respect  Sir,  yoor  most 

obedient  &  yery  humble  Servant  • 

CHRISTIAN  FBBIOER. 
Direded, 

The  Hon'ble  Gbmrlea  Biddle,  Esq.,  Seoretary  of  the  Supreme  Ez- 
eoutive  Gouooil  of  Peonaylvania. 


Bbpobt  or  Auctioneer  or  NoBTHEaif  LibebtisSi  1790. 

To  His  Excellency,  The  President  and  the  Honorablci  The  Supreme 

Executive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  PennsylFania. 
Gentlemen, 

In  answer  to  your  enquiry  of  the  13  Instant  respecting  the  state 
of  my  department,  I  have  to  inform.  That  since  I  have  been 
honoured  with  «  Commission  from  Council,  authorising  me  to  bold 
public  auctions  within  the  Northern  Liberties,  The  Revenue  due  to 
the  State  arising  from  the  duties  thereon  is  as  follows: 

The  first  quarter  commencing  on  the  8th  of  April, 
mnd  ending  the  8th  July,  1790,  .      100  17    7 

The  second  quarter  commencing  on  tbe  9  July,  & 
ending  the  8  th  September, 79     9     1 

Tbe  third  quarter  commenced  tbe  9th  September, 
only  seventy-three  days  thereof  have  elapsed,  during 
which  time  the  duties  amount  to,     .        .  56  12  11 

£236  19     7 


The  whole  amt'g  to  two  hundred  k  thirty-six  Pounds,  19tf.  7d. — 
all  of  which  is  paid  into  the  Treasury,  agreeable  to  the  account 
inclosed.  This  is  the  exact  state  of  my  department  at  present.  Tbe 
obstructions  and  inconveniences  that  have  occured  in  prosecuting  the 
business  are  founded  on  the  restrictions  which  confines  the  auctioneers 
to  hold  their  Sales  in  seperate  districts ;  and  I  am  without  doubt 
that  if  they  were  released  therefrom,  so  as  to  admit  all  of  them  to 
sell  at  Auction  within  the  Oity,  that  the  revenue  of  the  State  would 
be  greatly  increased ;  probably  double  what  it  now  produces.  This 
alteration,  dictated  on  tbe  principle  of  increasing  the  Revenue,  will 
receive  oonsidorable  sanction  and  support,  from  the  oonvenicDco  it 
will  afford  to  I  be  Citizens  doing  business  with  t\i^d\^Xm\.%^^NKft\iAWfti\ 
all  of  whom,  generAlly  speaking,  dwell  in  \\io  C\\.^^  wi^  ^i^*^  wn.K^^ 
diBtricta;  the  oppersition  of  the  present  Iian,  o\>\\g»  >Xi^  ^>>^>^^^^  "^ 
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»nd  tbeir  fxroperfy  6at  of  the  City  for  Publie  ada,  and  to  oonpd 
the  Citizens  to  go  beyond  the  City  Limits  to  purohase,  as  tho'  it 
wero  designed  that  the  efforts  of  the  distriet  Anctioneers  to  collect 
the  Revenae  should  be  rendered  nugatoryi  and  of  as  little  effect  as 
possible. 

The  chief  object  of  the  last  law  respeeting'anctions  was  to  facili- 
tate the  Bale  of  goods,  by  a  redaction  of  the  daty  one-half;  it  has 
had  considerable  effect,  particularly  in  the  Sale  of  Oroceries  and 
other  Taluable  property,  not  so  frequent  at  public  Sale  before,  inas- 
much as  to  afford  at  this  time  a  probability  of  the  State  receiving 
nearly  as  much  revenue  the  present  year  as  the  last,  when  the  dntiei 
imposed  were  double  what  they  now  are. 

The  Sale  of  Groceries  has  been  almost  wholly  conducted  by  myself, 
altho'  ao  inconveniently  situated,  and  their  transportation  so  verj 
expensive  and  burthensome ;  to  what  cause  this  particular  confidence 
of  the  Public  has  been.  preCered  on  me,  under  the  present  Ciroam- 
stances,  is  unnecessary  and  perhaps  improper  here  to  inquire,  but 
the  place  to  which  I  am  confinea  to  hold  Sales  at  has,  I  am  per- 
suaded, contributed  much  to  obstruct  the  business,  particularly  in 
this  valnabie  branch  thereof,  being  forced  to  and  confined  at  one 
ejLtrdmity  of  the  town,  it  is  exceedingly  inconvenient  for  the  people 
resident  at  the  other,  or  even  in  the  Center  of  the  City  to  attend, 
whereas  a  central  situation  would  render  it  convenient  to  persons 
residing  at  both  extremities. 

The  duties  imposed  on  the  Sale  of  Certificates  of  the  United  States 
debt,  or  of  the  debt  of  any  other  State,  prohibits  the  vending  them 
at  auction.  A  property  so  subject  to  change  its  poseeasioD,  and  so 
frequently  sold  in  large  sums,  would  at  the  moderate  duty  of  one 
eighth  of  one  ^  Cent,  be  productive  of  very  oonsiderable  revenoe. 

This  is  all  that  occurs  to  me  respecting  the  State  of  my  depart- 
ment ;  the  obstructions  and  inconvenienoiea  are  wholly  founded  on 
the  restrictions  which  confines  the  several  auctioneers  to  hold  their 
Sales  within  their  several  districts  only.  The  improvements  that 
may  be  made  therein  to  the  advantage  of  the  State  is,  the  repeal  of 
so  much  of  the  Laws  that  enacts  such  restriction,  and  to  give  autho- 
rity to  the  district  Auctioneers  to  hold  sales  within  the  City,  also 
the  relinquishing  a  part  of  tho  duty  on  the  Sale  ci  Certificates,  or 
other  property  disposed  of  at  Auction,  in  Letts  of  oonsiderable  valae. 
By  this  means  the  revenue  will  be  greatly  increased,  and  oommeroe 
considerably  benefitted. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

With  great  Respect, 

Your  most  obdt  h'ble  Servant, 

JOHN  CHALONER. 
Nove'r  the  22, 1790. 
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Obdbb  voe  Powder  &c.,  to  celebrate  arrival  ot 
Pres,  U.  8.,  1790. 

To  Hii  Ezcelleneyy  the  President  and  the  Honorable  Supreme 
Executive  Council  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

November  23dy  1790.    ; 
Gentlemen,  . 

Bo  pleased  to  grant  foor  Quarter  Casks  of  Powder,  making  in 
Weight  1121b,  and  four  yards  of  Flannel  for  26  rounds  of  12  pdr. 
Cartridges — 13  rounds  of  which  are  to  announce  the  arrival  of  the 
President  General  in  this  Gitji  and  the  residue  shall  be  preserved 
nntill  farther  Orders  are  given  to. 
Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant^ 

THOMAS  PROCTER.* 


Report  of  Reqister  General,  1790. 

Hia  Excellency,  Thomas  Mifflin,  &  The  Hon'ble  Supreme  Executive 

Council. 
Sirs, 

In  compliance  with  the  Order  of  your  Hon'ble  Board  of  the  18th 
Inst,  requiting  the  present  state  of  the  Department  under  my  direc- 
tion &  whether  any  Obstructions  or  Inconvenienoies  occur,  or  any 
Improvements  may  be  made  therein. 

I  beg  leave  to  inform  your  Honors  that  the  Books  of  this  Office 
are  settled  up  to  the  30th  Sept.  last,  &  balanc'd,  &  that  the  Annual 
Accounts  are  nearly  prepar'd  to  be  laid  before  the  General  Assembly, 
so  far  as  the  Documents  in  my  possession  will  enable  me  to  compleat 
them. 

The  Obstructions  that  have  occurred  in  the  execution  of  the  duties 
assigned  to  me,  arise  principally,  from  the  want  of  snndry  accounts 
&  documents  which  I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain.  The  most 
material  of  which  are 

1st.  The  Accounts  of  the  respective  County  Treasurers,  ss  settled 
by  the  Comptroller  Gen'l  previous  to  my  appointment,  for  want  of 
which  I  am  unable  to  state  the  Balances  due  by  the  different 
Counties,  tho'  highly  necessary  for  the  information  of  the  Legis- 
lature. 

2d.  An  Account  of  the  Warrants  issued  by  the  Supreme  Exe 
tive  Council,  previous  to  10th  April,  1789,  which  remained  un 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XVI     -  \11. 
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at  tbat  period— beoanse  all  sach  as  yet  remain  unpaid  ouffbt  to 
appear  in  the  estimate  for  the  current  j0ar;  tbat  the  Legislature 
may  know  whit  sum  they  are  to  provide  for. — Warrants  for  large 
sums  issued  before  that  time  have  been  paid  in  the  last  year,  altho' 
not  provided  for  by  Legislative  appropriation. 

3d.  An  Account  of  the  Certificates  issued  for  the  depreciation  of 
pay  to  the  Ute  Army  before  the  28th  Sep.,  1789. 

4th.  An  Account  of  such  of  the  depreciation  Certificates  afore- 
aaid,  as  have  escheated  to  the  Commonwealth  in  virtue  of  the  Act 
of  25th  March,  1786. 

5  th.  An  Account  of  Certificates  issued  for  Militia  servioes  k  other 
Sute  Debts  previous  to  28th  Sep.,  1789. 

Gth.  An  Account  of  the  New  Loan  Certificates  issued  in  lieu  of 
Continental  Certificates  received  on  Loan,  &  of  the  Continental  Cer- 
tificates received  therefor. 

7th.  An  Account  of  the  New  Loan,  Depreciation,  &  Funded  Cer- 
tificates, which  have  been  ezchang'd  to  answer  paym'ts  in  the  Land 
Office,  or  consolidated  to  accommodate  the  parties. 

8th.  An  Account  of  the  Certificates  &  their  description  which 
have  been  received  for  Debts  or  Property,  of  the  State  &  from  whom 
received. 

9  th.  An  Acco't  of  the  Balances  due  the  Invalid  Corps  to  compleat 
their  Pensions  to  let  May,  1789. 

10th.  A  list  of  Balances  due  by  the  State  on  acco'ts  settled  before 
the  28th  March,  1789,  for  which  Warrants,  or  Certificates,  may 
issue  on  the  application  of  the  Parties. 

These  objects  are  so  important  in  themselves,  &  so  necessary  to 
the  due  arrangement  of  the  Finances  of  the  State,  as  render  any 
observation  from  me  unnecessary. 

The  late  Treasurer  having  applied  the  Monies  granted  by  Law  as 
a  fund  for  one  purpose,  to  the  discharge  of  others.  It  becomes 
•  necessary  before  the  Accounts  of  the  present  Treasurer  can  be  made 
to  correspond  with  the  Books  of  this  Office,  to  obtain  from  the 
Legislature  the  sums  necessary  to  replace  the  Money's  belonging  to 
the  diflferent  Funds  appropriated  by  Law,  that  have  been  applied  to 
general  purposes,  &  to  repay  a  large  Balance  due  the  former 
Treasurer. 

With  respect  to  Improvements  in  this  Office,  I   beg   leave  to 
observe,  that  whenever  the  several  acts  of  Assembly  respecting  this 
Department  are  fully  complied  with,  it  appears  to  me,  it  would 
answer  the  intention  of  tbe  Legislature. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  great  Respect 

your  most  obed't 

most  Ilbl.  Serv't, 

Nov.  23, 1790. 
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Report  of  Phothonoia&t  of  Supbbmb  CoubT|  1790. 

York,  29  November,  1790. 
May  it  please  year  Excelleooj  &  your  IIoDors, 

I  bad  tbe  bonor,  a  few  days  ago,  at  tbe  Carlisle  Court,  to  receive 
from  yoar  bonorable  Board  a  direction  to  inform  you  of  tbe  State  of 
my  Department,  aid  wbether  any  obstruetione  or  IneoDfenionoes 
ooearredi  or  any  Improvemeota  nigbl  be  made  tberein. 

1  am  happy  to  inform  yoar  Honors,  that  by  meant  of  some  late 
acts  of  the  Logislatdre,  giving  a  Power  to  the  Supreme  Court  to 
bold  foor  Terms  in  a  year,  and  to  appoint  Courts  of  Nisi  prius  for 
the  Trial  of  Issues  in  Philadelphia  County,  as  often  as  they  should 
be  found  neccessary,  and  to  make  such  Rules  A  Orders  for  the 
Regulation  of  the  praotioe  of  that  Court,  from  time  to  time  as  they 
should  think  expedient,  and  the  prudent  and  wise  Rules  established 
by  the  Court  in  Consequence  of  these  Powers,  and  the  aniform  dis- 
position of  the  Bar  to  conduct  the  Business  in  the  most  easy  & 
advantageous  manner,  that  no  obstructions  or  Inconvenienocs  at 
present  oeonr  to  me  in  the  Ezeoution  of  the  Business  intrusted  to 
my  Care;  nor  do  I  know  or  can  suggest  to  your  Honorable  Board 
any  improvements  which  are  in  my  opinion  at  present  necessary  to 
be  made  in  my  department 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  great  respect, 

your  Excellency  &  your  Honors 

most  obedient  bumble  Servant, 
Directed,  EDWARD  BU  KD. 

His  Excellency  tbe  President  &  The  Honorable  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 


Coroner  of  Franklin  County,  1790. 

Nov'r  29th,  1790. 
Sir, 

Agreeably  to  tbe  Commission  of  tbe  Supreme  Executive  Council 
to  us  directed  we  have  taken  the  recognisance  and  Bonds  of  George 
Clark,  Esquire,  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duty  as  Coroner  of 
Franklin  County  which  we  herewith  enclose. 
We  have  the  Honor  to  be 

your  Excellency's 

and  the  Honeraible  Councils 

most  obedient  Huml.  Serv'ts, 

Hi3  Ezoelleocy  Tbo§.  Mifflin,  Eatfr,  PtedieuV.  ol  ^«^  '^>^\xviw. 
Exeoau'w0  Council  of  Pe&DsvIyanta. 
Vol.  XL— 88 
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Report  of  Mbasdres  or  Qrai!V  aud  Salt^  1790. 

Philad'a,  Deoomber  1st,  1790. 
To  his  ExoeUy  tho  President  and  the  Supreme  Ezecative  Gouacil  of 
PeoDsjlvania. 

Agreeably  to  the  Letter  reoeiv'd  from  your  Honorable  Board  I 
made  enquiries  among  some  of  the  Orain  Merchants  wishing  then 
to  point  out  any  improyements.  We  concluded  to  defer  it  till  such 
times  that  Ooogress  would  fix  the  Standard  of  measure  for  the 
Uoited  States.  Since  my  appointment  I  flitter  myself  that  in 
respect  to  the  Grain  Measuring  1  have  given  satisfaction  to  both 
Buyer  and  Seller  and  kept  my  depnties  attentive  to  their  duty. 

In  respect  to  that  part  of  my  office  respecting  of  Salt  I  have  had 
some  dfffioulty  since  Congress  has  made  so  good  a  Provision  for 
the  measuring  of  Salt^  some  of  the  Importers  has  refused  to  pay  the 
money  allowed  by  Law  when  Sold ;  I  have  told  some  of  them  to 
pay  the  Deputies  4)  ^  Hundred  Bushel  for  keeping  the  account  of 
whom  sold  to  and  I  expect  they  will  comply,  for  as  the  Law  standi 
The  Purchasers  to  have  Justice  done  them  have  no  other  Person  to 
apply  to  but  me  as  Head  Measurer. 
I  am  with  Respect 

your  very  Hamble  Sr't, 

BKNJ.  DAVIS,  Jan. 
Directed^ 

His  Excel'y  the  President  and  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of 
Pennsylvania. 
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of  Traitors,  148. 

Arms  at  Carlisle,  370,  468. 

Armstrong,  Gapk  John,  at  Abraham's 
plains,  437. 

Armstrong,  John,  Jr.,  appointed  to 
Congress,  eontinnes  Secretary  137. 
Letter,  407. 

Armstrong,  Maj'r,Wm.,  hands  employed 
on  N.  Boundary,  2 15.  Describes  Krie 
country,  242.  Appointed  eommir- 
■ioner  to  view  lands  in  Lnieme  Co., 
304,  400.  Dispatehes  from  Wyoming, 
(1784.)  447. 

Artillery  stores  in  Philad'a,  257. 

Ash,  James,  eleeted  sheriff  of  Phil'a, 
410. 

Assembly,  Resolutions,  84,  87, 103,  207, 
211,  393,  395,  398,  402,  406,  528, 
545,  647,  664,  635,  665,  669,  675, 
677,  682.  T.  Pickering  elected 
register,  Ao.,  84.  Respecting  pay 
to  CoL  Mentges,  103.  For  men  for 
Lnseroe  Co.,  207.  Address  of,  728. 
Letters  to,  187,  2M,  S90,  348,  688. 


Respecting  Brie  Lands,  811.  Thoi. 
Lloyd  proposes  to  publish  the  debates 
of,  212.  Bill  respecting  Wyemlngy 
260.  Powder  magasine,  892.  P«r- 
ehase  of  Brie*  395.  Respite  of  the 
Doaas,  3i98.    Aeoonnts,  406. 

Assembly  ef  Delaware  on  internal 
navigation,  85. 

Attorney's  fees,  report  on,  647. 

Auction  duties,  127.  Auotioneera 
appointed,  128,  665,  680.  Reports, 
748,  765,  761. 


Bache,  Ben^'n  F.,  establishes  his  Daily 
Advertiser,  713. 

Baker,  Hilary,  on  Tavern  Liceaeee, 
604. 

Balliet,  Stephen,  observations  on 
Lehigh  river  and  roads,  131.  Re- 
marks on,  135.  Council  to,  respeel- 
ing  Wyoming,  179.  Appointed  com- 
missioner to  view  lands  in  Luserne 
Co.,  304.     Instructions,  461. 

Bankrupt  laws,  do  they  affect  proceed* 
ings  on  Collector's  bonds  ?  250. 

Barclay,  John,  Hog  Island,  89. 

Barrack  lots,  sale  of,  Philad'a,  506. 

Bayard,  John,  letter  as  Delegate,  456. 

Bodford,  rond  to  Piiteburg,  660,  643. 

Benton,  Caleb,  letter  to  Col.  John 
Franklin,  respecting  towns  in  Tioga, 
175. 

Berks  Co.,  irregularity  of  election  to 
be  inquired  into,  287,  310. 

Berwiek,  Philad'a  Society»  for  mannf., 
Ac,  propose  a  road,  428. 

Biddle,  Charles,  appointed  eeeretary  of 
Council,  207. 

Biddle,  Clement,  (marshal,)  bonds, 
236.  On  exchange  of  loans,  673. 
Tents  for  French  emigrants,  743. 

Billingsport,  lease  of,  139. 

Bingham,  Wm.,  Delegace  in  Congress, 
308. 

Board  of  War,  letters  to  and  flrom,  808, 
240,  268,  281,  291,  800,  634,  656, 
621,  624,  6i6,  ^^^,  ^ftfe,  %^,VA^ 
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Bond,  Phioeas,  acknowleilged  as  Britiflh 
CoDSul,  in  Middle  States,  145.  Sug- 
gOjitioDH  as  to  laws  afTeotiog  interest 
of  Groat  Britian,  255.  Letter  on 
eomplaint  of  judges  of  Admiralty, 
381.     Opinion  of  judges  on,  383. 

Boundary  line,  Western,  26,  52,  69,  7r. 
With  Virginia,  497,  499,  501,  507. 
Northern,  134.  141,  156,  178,  187, 
303,  214,  215,  216,  241,  243,  313. 
Compleat,  214.  New  Toilc  and 
Pennsylvania,  523,  626. 

Bowen,  Mi^'r.  and  Capt  Beatty,  504. 

Braekenridge,  H.,  on  Coraplantar, 
Indian  Ohief,  728. 

Bradford,  Wm.,  Jr.,  (Att'y  Gkntral,) 
opinion  ease,  J.  (VHara,  68.  Col. 
Thomas  Hartly  to,  on  trial  of  York 
Rioters,  115.  Opinion  on  Militia 
appeals,  122.  On  oase  of  Charles 
Sims'  olal  n  to  lands,  162.  His  foes 
and  duties  as  Attorney  Qenoral,  232. 
Opinion  of  judges  on,  233.  And  of 
Conncil,  234.  Permission  to  pnblieh, 
234.  On  effect  of  bankrupt  laws, 
250.  On  Citizenship,  260.  Case 
Neiss  and  Rheiner,  273.  Election  in 
Berks  Co.,  310.  Papers  from  New 
York,  415,  419,  To  oommittee  of 
States,  on  Wyoming,  (1784.)  446. 
Case  of  Longsehamps,  467.  Health 
office  fees,  618.  On  weights  and 
measures,  734.  On  demand  of  » 
fugitive  to  ConnneeticQt,  737. 

Brearly,  David,  C.  J.  of  N.  J.,  demand 
of  fugitires— the  praotioe,  548. 

BrisoB,  James,  jnstiee  at  Pittsburg, 
422.     Licenses,  624. 

British,  capture  of  negroes  by,  75. 
Consul,  Phineas  Bond,  acknowledged 
as,  145.  Interferes  with  rights  of 
State,  375. 

Brodbead,  Gen.  D.,  applies  as  surveyor 
in  room  of  L  Lukens,  and  is  appoin- 
ted, 630.  Renewal  of  Commissioners 
seoessary  by  ehange  of  oonnties,  610. 
Death  of  Genl.  Potter,  660.  His  son 
appointed  dep.  Surveyor,  662,  663. 
Report  Surveyor  Oenl ,  758. 

Brown,  And'w,  agalnH  B.  Oswald  fbr 
a  libel.  349.  Asks  patronage  for  Fed- 
eral Oasette,  418. 

Brown,  John,  his  case,  by  the  Judges, 
364.  Petition,  265.  Respeeting  ex- 
ecution, 269,  276,  277,  279. 

Bryan,  Judge,  Geo.,  opinion  on  depreel- 
ation  of  pay,  120.  On  Brown's  oase, 
164.    State  Island,  286. 

Burial  ground  reserved  for  strangers  in 
Philadelphia,  570,  671. 

Butler,  Genl.  Richard,  letter  to,  respee- 
ting lodiani,  20^  Oommvu^^nw  \a 
purohate  Brie,  405.  Paxti\iaM  ol ^A%, 


427.  Proposes  present  of  lands  to 
Cornplanter,  562,  660.  Report  on  sc- 
eounts,  588.  Letter  on  Erie.  591. 
Indians,  716.  Quota  of  Militia  de- 
manded by  Governor  uf  We^tem  TtT- 
ritory,  715, 716.  Indian  captures,  72X 

Butler,  Zebulon,  appoi  .ted  Lientensot 
of  Luzerne  County,  179.  Diiiturb- 
ances  at,  192.  Respecting  Wyoming, 
3^1,  381.  Arrest  of  Rioters,  Dudley, 
is  woanded,  356.  Militia,  414.  Arms, 
(1787)  459.  Deposition,  553.  On 
difficulties  of  meeting  of  militia  ia 
Luierne  County,  6^6. 

Buyers,  Jno.,  Ac,  affairs  at  Wyoming, 
4319,440. 


Cade,  Sebnion,  eonvictloo,  421. 

Caldwell,  Samuel,  Hog  Island,  89.  On 
Tonnage  duties,  594^ 

Canan,  Col.  John,  Justice  of  poaee,  588. 

Cape  May,  Wardens  porehase  ground 
for  Beacon  at,  93. 

Carberry,  Henry,  A  John  Sullivan  ra- 
speeting  mutiny,  27.  List  of  papers, 
29. 

Caswell,  Riehard,  Governor,  N.  C.  Dep* 
uties  to  oonventioD,  act  of  Assembly, 
116. 

Census,  U.  8.,  709,  718.  1 

Chaloner,  John,  appointed  auetionser, 
680.     Report,  762. 

Charts,  varistion,  718. 

Cherokee  Indian  women  addreas  Pres. 
Franklin,  181.  Letter  to  Pres.  Mifflia, 
534.     Arrive  in  Virginia,  600. 

Chesapeake  A  Delaware,  commnniea- 
tlon  between  proposed,  25,  27. 

Chester  County,  miliiia  fines.  358.  Cot- 
test  for  seat  in  Cuuucil,  6::2. 

Chinese,  Sick  (see  vul  X.)  sent  to  Mary- 
land, 66. 

Cbnrchman,  John,  ebarts,  719. 

Cincinnati,  Soo.  invites  Bxeontive  Con- 
eil,  726. 

Ciroolar  of  Council  to  Lieutenants  and 
oommi.^sioners,  379,  498,  746. 

Claims  of  Pennsylvania  against  U.  8., 
234,  655. 

Clarkson,  Matthew,  letter  respeotiBg  P. 
Hopkinson's  charges.  250. 

Clinton,  George,  Governor  of  N.  T.,  on 
Wyoming  affairs,  96.  Partition  line, 
125.  Pres.  Franklin  t>,  respeeting 
line  Ac,  187.  Wyoming,  196,  335, 
841,  412.     Arms  at  Fishkiln,  456. 

Clymer,  George,  Commissioner  on 
^wum^^vsL tabulations,  622.  Ob  sail 
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CoMiisg  Trad*.  607. 

Coau,  Lieat.  CoL  WillUm,  a^s  for  ftms 
for  7tb  BatallioB,  373.    Officer*,  274. 

Cold  WMtber — neroro  »i  Miukingum 
»nd  Pittaborg.  244. 

Conmeroo,  report  to  Coogroit  on,  76, 
79.    Treatj  with  Fmaca,  220-228. 

Comnercial  Conyentiont  Conuaiuiontrf 
on.  27,  $0,  6n  522. 

Commarcial  Kcgalatiooi,  521,  523~52ft. 

Conmcroial  Trtatj  with  Franao,  220- 
228,  287. 

Coin  mission ers,  on  Western  Boundary 
Line,  28.  52.  69,  178,  409.  To  Com. 
mereial  Convention,  27.  On  subject 
of  Canal  Navigation,  27.  For  im- 
proving Inland  Navigation,  77.  On 
Conneoticnl  claims,  169, 160.  North* 
em  B(»undarj,  203.  To  purchase 
Erie  from  Indians,  406,  6(»7,  609, 
691.  On  Boundary  with  Virginia 
Commission  era,  appointed,  601.  Of 
Maryland  and  Virginia,  Internal 
Navigation,  611.  To  Maryland  and 
Virginia  OB  Commercial  Rogulations, 
621.  To  mn  lines  of  Huntingdon 
Co.,  671.  To  Tiew  rivort,  681,  683, 
690.  Of  Taxes,  498.  To  Indians, 
603,  506,  607,  608,  609,  610.  On 
Commeret,  522. 

Committee  of  Ways  and  Maana— pen- 
sions, 646. 

Comptroller  Oen.,  Memorial  on  City 
Lota,  671.  On  aecounU,  678-682, 
686,  591,  659. 

Conemach,  Road  from  Frankstown,  656. 

Cunewaga  Falls,  ImproTement  of,  60 8, 

Cu.saREss,  S,  4,  50,  51,  56,  70.  71,  79. 
121,  122,  U2,  143,  145,  168,  171,  173, 
175,  180,  190,  191.  214,  239,  286,  292, 
311.  314,  323,  339,  353,  875,  387,433, 
472,  476,  483,  662,  686,  601. 
Kesolutions,  38,  50.  64,  73,  74,  75, 
128,  129,  141,  142,  190,  282,  292,  316, 
362,  387,  407,  655,  582,  586.  612,  616. 
Delegates  to,  4,  27,  37,  40,  83,  106, 
188,  189,  207,  237,  251,  ?52,  308,  342, 
360,  852,  364,  373,  382,  383,  408, 433, 
451,  453.  456.  457,  460,  604,  506,  637, 
643,  690,  695,  684. 

Rcporto  to,  15,  79-83,  107.  Com- 
mittee of  the  States.  483.  Treaty 
with  Prussia,  4.  Treasury  Board 
Reports  and  Leitara,  15.  41.  Domea* 
tie  debt,  37,  60.  Requiaitiona,  38, 
65.  198.  Circulars,  50,  71.  Foreign 
debt,  38,  65.  Indents  for  interest,  61. 
Repreaentatton,  51,  66.  Finances. 
64.  Liquidation  of  aceoanta,  71. 
Hostile  intention  of  Indiana,  72. 
Kegroea  captured  by  English,  75. 
Report  on  uniform  syatem  of  Com- 
mensa!,  7j^  7ft    OnelaJm  otFtmuyU 


▼Mia,  80-83, 106.  Delegatea  elected, 
83.  Cefsion  by  Gonneeticut  of  lands 
weat  of  PenuFylvania,  proposed,  107. 
ataU  of  reprfaentntion,  122, 132, 168, 
175,  180,  192,  263,  275,  298,  811. 
Rigbta  of  fitntea  to  interpret  tieatica, 
128.  Rerennca,  aalariea  of  oflBcera 
of  GoTerument,  129.  John  Arm- 
atrong,  Jr.,  appointed  to,  137.  Sale 
of  towBsbipa  iu  weatern  territory, 
141.  On  coining  copper,  142.  Frank- 
ing privilege  to  membera  of  Conven* 
tion,  142.  Pbineaa  Bond,  British 
Consul,  146.  On  elaima  unaetUed, 
170.  Boundary  of  New  York  and 
Pennsylrania,  188.  Report  of  Con- 
▼ention  at  Philadelphia,  190.  PrivU 
leges  of  Consula,  191.  Application 
for  men  for  Lnierne,  206.  The  new 
constitution,  214.  Prospects,  204. 
Require  Aill  representations,  214. 
Sea  letters,  289.  Purcbase  of  Erie, 
247.  Quantity  of  land  in  Erie  tract, 
251,  308.  Billa  of  eradtt  againsi 
State,  252.  Committee  of  Waya  and 
Means  on  fln  ancea.  268.  Settlement 
of  aeeoanta,  283,  286,  292,  816.  Pay 
of  invalids,  314.  Report  on  letter  of 
CommiFvioncr  of  nccounts  of  Virginia, 
817.  Further  time  for  presenting 
aoeounts,  323.  Act  respecting  West- 
ern Territory.  333,  339.  Wyoming, 
342.  Troops  fur  do.,  350,  362,  373. 
T.  Pickerings  releaae,  864.  Erie, 
382,  383.  Tranafer  of  Erie,  387. 
Commissioner  of  accounts,  406,  408. 
Constitution  to  be  submitted  to  Con- 
vention, 407.  On  Wyoming,  (1784,) 
434,  451,  453,  456,  461.  Marboia 
and  Longacbampa,  483.  Appoint- 
ment Bo  wen  and  Beatty,  604.  Erie, 
640.  Recruiting,  556.  On  impoata, 
582,  583.  Copies  of  papers  to  be 
aent  to  each  State,  686.  Judicial 
Coarte.  590.  Loan  certifleatea,  695. 
Indian  Chiefs  in  Virginia,  600.  Ae- 
eounts,  602.  Publio  oredit,  612. 
Amcndmcnta  of  Constitntion,  616. 
Defence  of  frontiers,  622.  Usefhl 
arts,  685.  6H9.  Duties,  689.  Copy 
rigbta,  705.  Intercourse  with  foreign 
nations,  708.  Census,  709,  718. 
Connecticut,  proceedings  in  Congress 
reapecting,  and  Wyoming,  5,  106. 
Act  to  comply  with  requisitions,  17, 
22.  CeaaioB  propoaed  of  lands  weal 
of  Pennsylrania,  report  on,  107. 
Claiina,  159.  Lettera  to  and  from 
Governor,  2:**9,  409,  414,  447,  451, 
735.  Uoldcra  of  land  aak  for  division 
in  Lnieme  Co.,  886.  Claimnnta  ia 
arms  at  AVkTaVvam%'^\«\^%^\'ir\.  ^^^^>a 
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ment  with  B.  Dyer,  683.  AbMonding 
debtor  claimed,  735. 

Oonsfcitation  of  United  Slateg,  amend- 
ments proposed  bj  North  Carolina, 
517,  574. 

Consuls,  Britlih,  146.  PrlTilen^s  of, 
191.  Phineas  Bond  appointed,  145. 
Saggestione,  265.  Sappoeed  infringe- 
ment of  rigbU  of  Bute,  376.  Lector 
from,  on,  381.  Opinion  of  Judges 
on,  883. 

Convention,  in  Philadelphia  to  rsTise 
Federal  Constitation,  119,  122,  214. 
Members  letters  to  be  free,  142. 

Convention,  resolutions  in  Assembly  to 
oall,  on  the  Constitution,  006. 

Copper,  ooinage  of.  Resolution  of  Con- 
gress respecting,  142. 

Copy  RIglits,  act  passed  by  Congress, 
705. 

Complanter,  (Indian  Chief,)  land  pro- 
posed to  be  given,  502.  Comes  to 
Philadelphia,  733,  789,  740,  741. 

Coroner  of  Franklin  Co.,  705. 

Oorrey,  Jonathan,  letter  to,  from  Col. 
Jno.  Franlclin,  101. 

Courts,  judicial,  Delegates  on,  690. 

Court,  District  U.  B.,  to  sit  in  PhiladeU 
phia,  723. 

Coxe,  T«nch,  Commissioner  to  Com- 
mercial Convention,  to  Maryland 
Commissioners,  01.  To  Council,  00. 
Appointed  on  Commerce,  522.  His 
views  of  purchase  of  Erie  lands,  Gor- 
ham  A  Co's.  claim,  639.  Application 
to  Governor  of  Canada  suggested, 
642,  648. 

Craig,  Col.  John,  Instructions  to,  to 
toke  Franklin,  188,  190.  Pay  for 
troops,  230.  Militia  fines  of  Jno. 
Toungman,  304. 

Craig,  Thomas,  respeoting  Brown's  exe- 
cution, 278. 

Crawford,  Edward,  Jr.,  licenses,  090. 

Credit,  public,  resolution  of  Congress 
on,  012. 

Cunningham,  James,  report  of  surveys 
of  depreciation  land,  203. 

Cumberland  Co.,  State  road,  168.  Re- 
turns  of  militia,  005. 

Curwin,  Jno.,  on  Turnpike,  672. 

D. 

Bale,  Samuel,  instructions  as  agent  to 

Wyoming,  00. 
Davis,  Benj'n,  jr.,  Report,  760. 
Debts,   Public — States    called  on    for 

statements  of,  013,  63V,  040. 
Deeds,  petition  on  acknowledgment  of, 

336. 
Delany,  Shirp,  B«poTi  Vx.  <>«^%  ^tj 


\ 


as  an  alien,  259.  Attorney  General's 
opinion  as  to  Citisenshfp,  ItO. 
Queries,  respecting  duties,  397. 
Answer  of  Judges  to,  001,  002. 

Delaware  Co.,  Justice  of  peae^,  OSS. 

Delaware  River,  navig^Ie,  commvniea- 
tion  between  Chesapeake  and,  Pro- 
ceedings. 25,  27.  Sloop  and  negre 
Jim  brought  into,  63.  Beacon  at 
Cape  May,  93.  Spanish  Frigate  al 
Marens  Hook,  99—102.  Ezamina- 
tion  of,  077.  Comm'rs  to  examine, 
022. 

Delaware,  State  of.  Act  of,  to  comply 
with  requisitions,  10,  22.  Proceed- 
ings on  internal  navigation,  26,  27, 
77.    Letter  from  Gov'r,  33. 

Delegates  to  Congress,  Letters,  4,  27, 
87,40,  87,  100,  (see  Vol.  X.,  75y.) 
188,  189,  207,  237,  251,  308,  342,  s50, 
852,  364,  373,  882,  383,  408,  433.  451, 
453,  450,  457,  401,  504,  605,  537, 543, 
590,084.     Elected.  83. 

Deluge  in  Luseme  Co.,  85. 

Denison,  Nathan,  instructions  with 
arms  for  Wyoming,  212.  A  Scotch 
Emissary,  213.  Letter  on  insurgenu, 
827. 

Denny,  Ensign,  his  rank,  325. 

Department  of  Foreign  Affairs  to  be 
established,  599. 

Depositions,  A.  Ellicott  on  arrest  of  T. 
Pickering,  327.  Ira  Manvil,  Wyo- 
ming, 344.  Benedict  Satterlee,  do., 
345.  Joel  Whitcomb,  358.  Keeny, 
858.  Elijah  Reynolds,  Joseph  Earl, 
Martin  Dudley,  Jos.  Kilbum.  359. 
Garret  Smith,  371.  Wm.  Smith, 
893.  M.  Hollenbaoh,  394,  551.  N. 
Kingsloy,  Lord  Butler,  T.  Piokeriog, 
551.     Z.  Butler,  553. 

Depreciation  Lands,  surveys,  93,  263. 
Sales  of,  125. 

Depreciation  of  Money,  55.  Of  paj. 
Judges  opinion  of,  120. 

Dickinson  College,  interest  due,  540, 
578. 

Diemer,  Janes,  recommended  as  a 
Judge  at  Reading,  590. 

Doan,  Abraham,  and  Levi,  Letter  to 
C.  J.  McKean  respeoting,  351.  Re- 
solution of  Assembly  for  respite, 
398. 

Doan,  Joseph,  EstatA,  725. 

Donation  Land,  Lottery,  proposal  re- 
specting, 49. 

Donation  lands,  survey  of,  512.  Oenl 
Irvine's  description  of,  51S~520. 

Donnaldson,  John,  appointed  Keieister 
Gen'l  508.  Office  in  State- llonie, 
6U9.    Clerk,  670.    Order,  671.     Re- 
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Hatohini,  (C^|frapli«,)  fbr 

•Ion  to  sorroy  lands,  81  &. 
DonglaBf,  Ephraim,  Letter  firom,  82. 

Election  retarnf,  535. 
Doyle,  Sami,  arrested,  730.  Acqaitted, 

744. 
Dryer,  Jacob,  Lettar  to  G.  J.  MoKean, 

reipeoting,  351. 
Dry  lands,  Northampton  Co.,  (^47,  651. 
Dndlay,    Joseph,    a  Wyoming    rioter 

woanded,  868,  369.    Dies,  366,  867. 
Damas,  Mr.,  olaim,  411. 
Danwoodia,    James,    instnietioni    to, 

Election  returns,  430. 
Duties,    Queries    on,    597.      Answers, 

•01.    On  Tonnage,  699,  689. 
Dyer,  Elijah,  agreement  with,  588. 


Bokert,  Valentioa,  instractioni  to,  n- 
spoetiag  troops,  303,  211. 

Ellieott,  Andrew,  Lettars  to  and  from, 
respecting  boundary,  140,  178,  203, 
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chase of,  396.  List  of  Goods  for 
Indians,  427.  Letter,  And'w  Ellieott 
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proceedings,  in  Philadelphia,  67. 
Wyoming  Affairs,  94.  Letter  to  Wm. 
Montgomery,  111.  Letter  from  Caleb 
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314,  323,  339,  353,  375,  387,  432,  451, 
472, 488,502.  583, 739.  Delegates  in  4, 
27, 37, 41, 106, 188,  189, 207,  237,  251. 
252,  266,  280,  308,  342,  350,  352.  365, 
373,  882,  888,  408,  432,  456.  457,  459. 
504,  505,  537,  543,  590,  685.  Com- 
mittee  of  Ways  and  Means,  259,  583, 
685.  Committee  of  SUtes,  446,  483. 
Connecticot,  to  and  from  Governors, 
238,  409,  414.  447,  451,  735.  Corn- 
planter,  (Indian  Chief,)  730,  740. 
Correy,  Jono.,  104.  Cuwpertbwiiite, 
Jcseph,  (Sheriff,)  330.  Coxe,  Tench, 
61.  539.  543.  Crai^*  Lt.  CoL  John, 
196,  236,  305.  Craig,  Thomas,  276. 
Crawford,  Edward,  Jr.,  690.  Cun- 
ningham, Jametf,  263.  Carwen, 
John,  572. 

Dale,  Samuel,  66.  Davis,  Benja- 
min, Jr.,  766.  Delany,  Sharp,  259, 
597,  601,  603.  Delaware,  Governor 
of,  33.  Delegates  in  Congress,  4, 
27.  37,  41,  87,  106,  188,  180,207,237, 
251,  252,  266,  280,  308,  842,  350,  862, 
865,  373,  382,  3.S3,  456,  457,  460,  504, 
5U5,  5»7,  543,  685.  Denison.  Nathan, 
212, 213. 326, 619.  Donnaldson,  John, 

569,  570.  722,  763.  Dorehcftter, 
Lord,  315.  Douglass,  Ephraim,  32, 
635. 

Eckert,  Valentine,  203,  211.  Elll. 
cott.  Andrew,  134,  140.  178,  216.  21.% 
826.  429,  5>i3,  613,  615,  705.  ElUott, 
Lt.  Benjamin,  665. 

Falconer,  Nath.,  737,  747.  Febiger, 
Christian,  563,  649,  758.  Ferguson, 
CapL  Wm.,  590.  Finlcy,  James,  299. 
Fisher,  Thomns,  388.  FiUsiwons, 
Thomas,  427,  595.  Franklin.  Benja- 
min, 701.  Franklin.  Col.  John,  .% 
14,  52,  67,  84.  94,  111,  175,  182,  18.3, 
185,  510,  556.  Freeman,  Samuel, 
714,  721.     Fullerton,  Biehard,    726. 

Galbraitb,  Hubert,  379,  656,  725, 
733.  Gardner.  Hon.  Joseph,  451, 
453.    Gerry,  Elbridge,  598.     Getlig, 


Chrivtlan,  430.  OibfoB,  Oewge,  606. 
Gibson,  John,  427.  Gordon,  Samuel, 
213.  Gore.  Obediah,  192,  216.  Go. 
▼emor,  of  Connecticut,  288,  409,  414, 
447,  451,  735.  Of  DeUware,  33. 
Of  Georgia,  96.  Of  Maryland,  56. 
Of  M assaehusetta,  27 1.  Of  New  J  er- 
•ey,  78,  326,  550.  Of  New  Tork,  96, 
125,  187,  196,  826,  412.  Of  North 
Carolina,  116.  Of  South  CaroliiiA, 
545.  Of  Virginia,  115, 116,  212,  249, 
256,  284,  290,  497,  501.  523,557. 
Graham,  Henry  Hale,  638.  Grant, 
Thomas,  110.  Griswold,  Matthew, 
Governor  of  Connecticut  447,  451. 
Gurney,  Col.  Francis,  708. 

Hahn,  Michael,  97.  Hamilton, 
Alexander,  (See.  Treas..)  638,  639, 
641, 654,  663.  Hamilton,  Dr.  Joseph, 
3,  67,  84,  94,  182,  185.  Hanooek, 
(Gov.,  John,  of  Mass.,)  271.  Hund, 
Gen.  Edwd.,  505.  Harmar,  Lt  CoL 
Joaiah,  173,  217,  270,  286.  825,  391. 
Harris,  James,  186.  Hnrrison,  Ben- 
jumin.  Gov.  of  Vir.,  497,  499,  501, 
507.  Hart,  Jona'n,  593.  Hartley, 
Col.  Thomas,  1 14.  156.  Hasse,  John, 
288.  Health,  Officer,  737,  747.  Hdl- 
stedt,  Chas.,  (Swed.  Cons.,)  265. 
Hiester.Danl.,  Jr..  607.  Henderson, 
Andrew,  305.  Henry,  Wm.,  2.18,  453. 
HuUenbaoh.  Mathias.  216.  Hodgdon, 
Samuel,  205.  374,  379.  Hoge,  Hon. 
Jonathan,  149.  Hopkinson,  Franeis, 
53,  77.  125.  375,  634.  Honer,  Saml., 
47,  102.  Hubloy,  Adam,  755.  Hu- 
bley,  Lt  Bernard,  709,  710,  739. 
Uuffnogle,  Michael,  500.  Hunting- 
ton, Guv.  Saml.,  of  Conn.,  238,  40tf, 
414.  Hutchiua,  Thomas,  (Geogra- 
pher,) 314,  315. 

Ingels.  George.  767.  Irvine,  Gen. 
Wm.,  501, 512, 513.  Irwin,  Matthew, 
749. 

Jaeks.  James,  363.  Jefferson,  The- 
mas.  Secretary  of  State,  679,  638, 
68^.  696,  700,  703,  705,  706,  707,  708, 
709,  712,  713,  718,  720.  722.  Jen. 
kins,  John,  52.  Johnston,  Capt  An~ 
drew,  157.  Johnston,  Col.  Francis, 
125,  139,  245,  589,  644,  645,  668.  750. 
Jones,  David.  58.  Jay,  John,  74,  171, 
201.  287,  2V3.  411.  Judges  of  Sup. 
Court,  233,  2C4,  283,  295,  441,  442, 
443,  472,  478.  484,  488,  490,  601,  667. 
Justices  of  Berks  Co.,  286.  Justices 
of  Franklin  Co.,  816.  Justices  of 
NortbamptOD,  272. 
Kemp,  Capt  John,  497.  Kennedy, 
David,  139,  651,  757.  Eeene,  Law. 
rence.  111.  Kingsley,  Nathan.  662. 
Knox,  Gen,  U.,(^^.^«xA'U^^«')&^*^% 
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281,  290,  801,  614,  555,  621, 624,  707, 
711,  728. 

Land  Offleerff,  138,  757.  Latimer, 
George,  A61.  Lenox,  Darid,  55.  Le- 
▼un,  DADiel,  63.  Lewis,  William,  27.3, 
727.  Li  an  OP,  Thoa.  de  Ugarte,  Y., 
100,  102.  Lieutenants  of  Countie:s, 
37tf,  619.  Living««ton,  Qor.  Wm.,  93, 
3:{6, 550.  Lloyd,  Peter,  Z.  729.  Loan 
Office,  Trustees  of,  170.  Lukens,  Jno., 
82,  37,  98,  139,  427.  Luxemo,  Che- 
valier de  la,  462,  464,  465,  466,468, 
470,  475,  476,  482,  487.  Ljon,  WU- 
Ham,  731. 

MoKoan,    C.  J.  Thomas,   264,   276, 
283,  295,  351,  366,   485,    661.     Mc- 
Lean,  Alex.,  71,642.     McClenn.  CapL 
James,  229,  230,  231,  406.     McLcne, 
James,  186.     Magistrates,  Wyoming, 
440.      Managers,   of    State    Loterj, 
89,    113.      Marbols,    Mens.    Barbo 
de  49,  461,  471,  479,  481,  484,  494. 
Marshal,  Lt  James,  2U9,  377.     Mar- 
tin, Robert,  Ac,  438.  Maryland,  Got. 
of,  57.     Maryland,  Commerce,  Com- 
missioner of,  61.     Massaehnsetts,  to 
and  from,  Gov.  271.     Mend,  David, 
454,  455.     Mclcher,  Col.  Isnnc,  423. 
Mentge?,  Col.  Francis,  78.     Mercan- 
tile Society,  of  Phila.  103.     Mifflin, 
Juhn.nirt.     Mifflin,  ThoB.,  505.     Mil-   I 
Ii;;an.  Ilobt..  27.     Minister  of  Franco, 
4i»2,  464,  40;),  4fifi,  4«iS,  470,  473,  476,     • 
4S2,  487.     Minister  of  United  Neth-  | 
erlands.  469,  470,  475,  477,  479.  480. 
More,  Brig.  Gen.,  5«7.     Mitchell,  Jo- 
scpli,  253.     Montgomery,  Tlios.,  505.   ; 
Montgomery,    Wm.,    35,    108,    111. 
Moore,  Col.  James.  434,  435,  43fi.  443.   I 
Moore,   Thomas,  \)9.     Morris,  Rich-   ■ 
ard,  (C.  J.,  X.  Y..)  413.     Morris.  Ro-  ! 
bert,  505.     Muhlenberg,  Geu.  Peter, 
133,  135,  231. 

Noiibitt,  John   Mixwcll,  520.      New   , 
JtiTBoj,  to  and  from,   Hov.,   93,  32rt. 
New  York,  to  and  from,  Gov.,  1 2.'>,  187,  I 
lUO,  320.     Nicholason,  Joseph,  742. 
Nicholson,  John,  33,  34.  yO,  97,  139,  ! 
142,  198,  229,  234,  249.  259,  323,  404,   i 
501,  589,  Oo.-),  rtoS.  729,  731,  739,  742, 
747.     Nicola,  Lewis,  530. 
Officers  of  Militia,  of  Philadel.,  57.   I 
Officers,  Ct»mman<ling  in  Luzerne  Co.,  ; 
201.     Officers,  of  Military  , of  Liuerno   ' 
Co.,  299.  O'Hara,  Jamos,  228.    Ow.-n, 
Evans,  585,  ti  13.     Oxenstiorna,  F.  G.,  \ 
206.  I 

Patterson,  Alex.,  457.    Ponnol,  Jo-  . 

flepa,  5i)0.     Perin,  Josi.'p\\,  *2S>\.    Ve-  \ 

tcr»,    Richard,   335,    4'.V2,   5V2,  <S?.f>. 

Pettit,  Charles,  37,  41,  »7,  \Oft,  ^v\f^  \ 

708.      Philada.,  AgricuUurAl  ?^o(?U'Vy,  ^ 


627,  884,  885.  PhiladelphU  Con- 
pany,  428.  Piokering,  Col.  Timothyt 
1S3,  134, 159,  176,  177,  179,  ISO.  205, 
208,  256,  281,  295,  296,  312,  346, 353, 
356,  363,  365,  366,  399,  424,  541. 
Pinokney,  Thomaa,  Got.  of  S.  C,  545. 
Pine,  R.  B,  95.  Porter,  CoL«  Andw., 
156,  178,  203,  214,  241,  502.  Potter, 
James,  661.  Powel,  Saml.,  (Pree. 
Agricul.  Soe'y.)  527,  384,  385.  Prao- 
titioners  of  Law,  Pbihk,  425.  Proe- 
tor,  Tbos.,  (Sheriff,)  469,  477,  664, 
719,  740,  741,  763.  Protfaonotaries 
Ciroalar,  591,  765. 

Randolph,  Beverly,  (Gov.  Va.,)  557, 
Randolph,  Edmnnd,  (Got.  of  Va.,) 
115,  116,  212,  249,  256,  284,  290,  523, 
625.  Read,  James,  757.  Receiver, 
General,  667,  693,  696,  750.  Rediek, 
David,  149,  197,  244,  338,  410,  414, 
432, 459,  59.3.  Reed,  Hon.  James  R., 
28%  308.  Reed,  Lient.  Samuel,  435. 
Register  General,  569,  570,  722,  763. 
Rinker.  James,  206.  Rittenhouse, 
David,  203,  337,  743.  Robins.  Er.e- 
kiel,  495.  Robinson.  John.  719.  Ro- 
binson, Cnpt.  Thomas,  432.  Ross, 
Jnmes,  458.  730.  Hush.  Dr.  Benja- 
min. 427.  540.  578.  Rush.  Judire, 
Jacob,  295,  485.  Ruston,  Thomiis, 
6:j2.     Ryerson,  Thomas.  666. 

St.  Clair,  Hon.  Arthur.  127.  1S9, 
:5J:J,  710.  S.rhotl.Csipt.  John  P.,2'J7, 
29S,  :;97,  603.  Scott,  Thoni.is.  215, 
50**.  Secreturv  of  Foreign  Aflfairs.  75. 
171,  201,  2S7,*293,  413.  Seerotarvof 
State,  U.  S..  079,  6.S8.  Osy.  r,uo.  foo, 
703,  705,  700,  707,  7iiS,  709,  712,  713, 
718,  720,  722.  Swrctary  of  Tre.is., 
0:5S.  041,  051,  60  i.  004.  Seerotarv  of 
War,  208,240,  20S.281.  291.  300.  645, 
6S5.  Osrt.  Sellers.  .John.  02.3.  Sh.in- 
non.  Wm.,  74S.  Sh.riff  of  Phila..  469, 
477.  Shippen,  Kdwd.,  91.  ^imms, 
Chnrles.  100,  109.  Skinner,  John, 
92,  U3.  168.  Smith.  Francis.  195. 
Smith,  Jonathan,  B.  423.  Smith, 
Robert,  KJitor,  120.  Smith,  Thomas 
Duncan,  305.  Smith.  Wm.  ILioker, 
45,  102.  104,  lOS,  193,  3:10.  South 
Carolina,  Gm'.  of,  545.  Spragrie  Jo- 
ppph,  93.  Stiles,  John.  202.  Siroc- 
hoU,  John.  C.  651.  Sullivan,  Prost., 
Jolm,  of  X.  H.,  122.  Surveyor  Gon., 
TbS.     Swaiue,  Francis,  (Sherifr.;207. 

Talbot,  Lt.  Jeremiah,  2*0.  Tax, 
Comui'rs..  499,  ,VJ3,  003.  Tolf.iir, 
Kilward.  (Gov.  Gcorj^ia.)  9r\.  Tho- 
\w\4,   ^v^-,v;'^J»Vv,  T25.     To-.Kl.    Willi:im, 
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155,  MS,  S88.  Trimble,  James,  679. 
TniBtees  of  Loan  Offiee,  170.  Trus- 
toofl  of  Waahinfifton  Academy,  315. 
Tarnball,  William,  623.  Unlrersi^ 
of  PennsjWaaia,  613. 
Van  Campen,  John,  26.  Vandyke, 
Got.,  Nicholas,  33.  Vaughan  Saml., 
675.  Viri^nfa,  to  and  fh>m,  Qovs., 
115,  116,  249,  256,  284,  290,  497,507, 
523,  557. 

War,  Board  of,  208.  240,  268,  281, 
291,300,  534,  555,  621,  624,707,  711, 
728.  Wardens  of  Philadelphia,  99, 100, 
101,543.  Washington,  Gen.  George, 
496,  Washington,  President  U.  S., 
587,  596,  599,  600,  601,  602,  604,  605, 
611,615,  616,673.  Westbroek,  Abm., 
47,102.  Will,  William,  417,  713.  Wil- 
let,  Col.,  Marinus,  711.  Williamson, 
Hon.  Hugh.  449.  Wilson,  James, 
445,  453.    Wilson,  Col.  William,  192. 

LeTan,  Daniel,  a  Justice  required  at 
Reading,  63 

I«evert,  Robert,  death  of,  289. 

Lewis,  William,  and  Atty-Gen.,  case  of 
Niesa  and  Rheiner,  273. 

Lewis,  William,  infractions  of  Treaty, 
727. 

Lianes,  Thomas  de  Ugarto,  Y,  Com- 
mander of  Spanish  frigate  at  Marcus 
Hook,  correspondence  with,  99-102. 

Licenses,  690. 

Lieutenants,  County,  Circular  to,  379, 
of  Luieme,  to  N.  Denison  on  Militia 
Laws,  6i». 

Liringstun,  Wm.,  Got.  N.  J.,  73,  326, 
338.  Demands,  Wm.  Allen,  a  coun- 
terfeiter, 550. 

Loan  Office,  respecting,  33,  659,  report 
of  Trustees  on  nonpayments,  170. 
Clement  Biddle,  on  exchange  of 
loan,  573,  659.   Certificates,  747. 

Lloyd,  Peter,  Z.,  address,  728. 

Lloyd,  Thomas,  proposed  subscription 
to  publication  of  debates,  213. 

Loller.  Robert,  candidate  for  office.  618. 

Longschamp,  Chevalier  de,  and  Mons. 
Marbois,  respecting  atiack  on,  442, 
461-495.  Letter  to  Judges,  respect- 
ing, 442.  Arrested,  466,  469,  470, 
477.  Claimed,  as  a  French  subject, 
467,  468.  Certificate,  471.  Lettr, 
to  Judges,  472,  478,  485,  488.  To 
Congress,  472.  Cose,  485,  489,  490. 
Sentence,  491. 

Lottery.  Donation  land,  49. 

Lottery,  State,  89,  118. 

Louisiana,  demand  on  Go7.  Miro,  for  a 
Negro,  567. 

Lukens,  John,  (Sury.  Gen.,)  letters  to 
and   from,   32,    93,    139,    427.    His 


death,  631.  D.  Brodhead  racceedf 
630.    ' 

Luieme,  Chevalier  de  la,  respecting 
attack  on  Mons.  Marbois  by  Long, 
schamp,  461.  462,  464,  465,  466,  468, 
469,  470,  478,  476,  482,  487. 

Luieme  County,  deluge  in,  85.  Gen. 
Muhlenberg  resigns  as  Commissioner, 
136.  Want  the  laws,  159.  Daniel 
Hie^ter  elected  and  resigns;  W. 
Montgomery  elected,  160.  Disturb- 
ances in,  207.  Officers  of  Military 
companies  in,  299.  Commissionera 
appointed  to  view  the  land  in,  304. 
Commissioners  on  capture,  332.  Dis« 
turbances  in,  363,  365.  [Field  Ofli. 
cers,  elected,  384.  Memorial  for  di- 
vision of  land,  386.  Militia  Laws,  619. 
N.  Kingsley  resigns  as  Justice,  662. 
Difficulties  in  eolleoting  militia,  676. 

Lyon,  Wm., offices  in  different  Countici^ 
731. 


McGillivray  and  Chiefs  of  Creek  nation 
of  Indians  visit  Philadelphia,  707. 

McKean,  Thos.,  C.  J.,  opinion  on  de- 
preciation of  pay,  120.  On  Brown'a 
case,  264.  On  powder  magaiine, 
276,  283.  Letter  to,  respecting  A. 
and  L.  Doane  and  J.  Dryer,  351. 
Jones  and  McElroy,  366.  Recom- 
mends J.  Potter,  661. 

McLean,  Alexander,  on  boundary,  26, 
69,  71.  Bond  as  Surveyor,  642. 
Road  to  Pittsburg,  642. 

MoClciin,  Capt  James,  instnictiona 
from  Comptroller  to  arrest  smuggled 
goods,  229.  His  letter  to  PresidenI 
Franklin,  asking  his  advice,  230. 
President  Franklin's  answer,  230. 
Letter  to  Muhlenberg  on,  231.  Wants 
of  the  Invalid  Guards,  406. 

MuLene,  James,  letter  from  James 
Harris  on  a  road,  1S6. 

Manufactures,  Pennsylvania  Society  for 
encouraging  cotton,  subscription  to, 
by  the  State,  569. 

Manvil,  Ira,  deposition,  344.  Commit- 
ment, 345.     In  Goal,  347. 

Marbois,  Mons.  Barbe  de,  letters  to  and 
from,  461,  471,  479,  481.  Certificate, 
[1784]  461.  Complains  of  French 
merchants  having  to  perform  military 
duty,  49.  Various  documents,  [1784J 
relating  to  affair  with  Longschamp, 
401-495. 

Marcus  Hook,  Spanish  frigate  in  dan- 
gor  at,  99-102. 

Mar.iage  Licenses.  600. 

Marshall,  Lieut.  James,  on  dsfenct  of 
fronUeTB,  ^11  • 
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Martin,  Thomas,  petition  of,  (J97. 

Mnryland,  act  to  comply  with  requisi- 
tions, 16,  23.  Letters  to  Governor 
re^ipcetinji;  siclc  Chinese,  56.  Reso- 
Intion  of  Apserably,  77.  Tnl»nd  navl- 
gntion,  77.  And  Virginia  on  internni 
nnvigation,  511.    On  Commerce,  521. 

Unsisiichusctts,  act  to  comply  with  re- 
quisitions, \fi,  23.  ProcIaniHtion 
against  Daniel  Shays,  Ae.,  119.  An- 
nulled, 271.  Extract  fVom  deed  of 
cession  uf  Krie,  310. 

Matlack,  Timothy,  memorial,  150.  War- 
rant to  nrrcdt,  154. 

May,  Cape,  beacon  nt.  93. 

Mead.  Duvid,  on  Wyoming  affkirs, 
[1785]  455. 

Melchcr,  CoL  Isaac,  map  of  boundary, 
423. 

Mcmoriol,  Light  Infantry  of  Philadel- 
phio,  36.  Of  Northumberland  county, 
123.  Of  T.  Mnlliick,  150.  Of  Charles 
Siiu!*,  100.  luhuhitnnts  of  Luzerne 
county  for  division  of  lands,  3S0. 
Wni.  Smith,  400.  Of  Comptroller  on 
City  lot",  571.  Mustard  in  Philadel- 
phia, 084.    Of  Wni.  Semple,  6S7. 

Ment;jt»8,  Col.  FninciH,  military  parade 
in  l*hilndoli)liia,  78.     His  ]):iy.  103. 

Mcrcnntilc  ft>(H'ifty  of  Philn<lol])hia, 
thank   rinincil   ffir  u.-»e  of  room,  103. 

MoriM.-r,  Widiiw,  i>ciisi(»n.  079. 

Merchants  apjnizcd  of  w;ir  betweou 
Algiers  and  rnit».Ml  l^tatc.-.  .')22.  | 

Mifflin,  .Fitlin,  dry  lands  in   Nurthnmp-   ; 
ton  county.  010. 

Mifliin,  Thomas,  ilcctcd  Prc-idcnt,  411. 

Milo:*,  Col.  Sunincl.  ciTtiticate  of  .Supremo   | 
Court  in  ca.«t*  of,  517.  ' 

Military  store?  in  Pennsylvania,  699.        I 

Militia,  of  Cumberland  ctmnty,  returns,   : 
605.  I 

Militia  fines,  609.  Lt.  Hiiblcy  respect- 
in  ^'.  7:'.s.  *  j 

Milli'jan,  R»>bert,  on   internal   naviga-   | 
tiim,  27. 

Miro.  Briu  (Jen.,  (tovernor  of  Louisiana,    I 
li'ffcr  to  rc<pcctin^  a  nopro,  500. 

Mitclicll,    J«»srj)h,    iiun'lia?«c     of    lands 
from  Wm.  Pcnu  tin ough  John  Hu<jiies,   ; 
2;.3.  I 

Money,  plan  to  api^rc-ciate,  410. 

Mont;r'nni.Ty.   William,    letters    to    nn«l 
from.  :-i.>.*li»8.    Letrcr  from  Col.  John    I 
Franklin  to.  111.    Appointed  Commis- 
siom.'r  to  Lu/.cme,  177.  j 

Mftore,   Lt.   (^ol.  James,  on  Wyoming, 

l.W,  i::.".,  !:;•>.  .I13.  '  ' 

Afooro.  Tliojuas,  rcspei-tm':;  <\v\t\«iot   to  I 
jM'.Ts  fiiiui  Spanish  CvviiAle  «i\.  ^\vvt*!\xa 
IIo..k.  ',.»L». 
Morocco,  sigiinls  aRT^t^A  ^>V<'T^  \\^\.\v >ci<iTv 
and  United  ^^lutea,  ll^. 


Morris,  Richard,  letters  of  J.  FVmnkUn 
and  Dr.  Hiimilton,  413. 

Morris.  Robert,  on  acconnta,  503.  Com- 
missioners on  Commerce,  522. 

Mud.  Inland,  lease  of.  13ti.  142.  Con- 
dition of,  ItfS,  404,  660,  562.  Report, 
686.  617. 

Muhlenborg,  Gen.  Peter,  resigns  as  Com- 
misziioner  to  Luierne  county.  136. 
Successor  elected,  160.  Elected  Vice 
Prcwdent,  207. 

Murders  in  Washington  connty,  209. 

Muskingum,  severe  cold  at,  244. 

Mustard  memorial  from  Philadelphia, 
684. 


Negroes  captured  by  British,  75.  A 
slaye  claimed,  249,  256. 

Negro,  slave,  letter  Y.  P.  Muhlenberg 
to  Gov.  Randolph  respecting.  249, 
256.  Judges  of  Supreme  Court.  667. 
A  free,  <lenianded  of  Louisiana,  567. 

Nesbitt,  John  M.,  letter  to  merchants 
uu  war  with  Algiers.  522. 

Nescopcc  Creek.  Koad  to  Li-high  pro- 
p»»8id.  133.  To  E.  Owen,  5»5.  643, 
OO'.J. 

Xetherlondfi,  United,  attack  un  Marbois 
aud  Lon^iichanipri,  408,  470,  475,477, 
47S».  4.S0. 

New  llam]).'<hire,  acts  to  eom]>ly  with 
rci|uifilioiis.  10,  2.'..  Deputies  to  Con- 
vention in  Philadelphia.  12:^. 

Now  Jersey,  acts  to  comply  with  reijui- 
jsiiions,  10,  2;i.  tiround  f«»r  beaci-n 
nt  Cope  May,  9:J.  Cajiture  of  T. 
Pickering.  327.  To  tfovcrnor,  31?rt. 
3.J5,  33S.  C.  J.  Brcarly.  on  demand  I'f 
prisimcrs.  Ac..54S.  (luvernurasks  for 
a  Counterfeiter,  551. 

New  York,  acts  to  comply  with  rcqui'?i- 
tions.  10,  23.  Division" line,  125.  1 10. 
100,  17S,  1S7.  Complete,  214.  210. 
And  Wyoming  affairs.  196.  199.  Ex- 
tract from  deed  of  cossi'>n  (if  Erie, 
309.  To  Governor  on  arrest  of  T. 
Pickering;.  320,  33:».  33S.  0.  J.  Mor- 
ris issues  a  warrant  a^rainst  Wyominj( 
inxur;:cnts,  310.  ."Ul.  Suppiics  f.-r 
prisoners  at.  [1782]  405.  Boundary, 
522.  520. 

Nich«)lasi.in,  Jo.^eph.  Indian  rnteq»ret«'r, 
712. 

Nicholson.  J..hn.  letler^,  S.'^.  31.  90,  9«. 
i:'.y,  112.  VM>.  22S.  219.  2;)S,  32>.  »nj, 
0;i5.  01*3.  0M5.  702.  72S.  73y,  712.  7  J.". 
IJuys  dcprt  eiation  lots,  decirtion  n.*- 
'^\>v;v\\xv«j:,\\\v\\\\^  702. 

^        ^>s.\\,  W»<>,    \»vA.  tA  Yt\\ii^-^^\%  vbl  ^"t 
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NorthtaptoB,  «oaiitj  tures,  60t.  Dry 
lands,  644,  647,  651.  MMOopeo  roMl, 
686,  648,  669. 

Northern  Bonndarj,  estimate  of  necei- 
sarr  stores  for  1787,  104.  Letter 
A.  EUicott,  134. 

North  Carolina,  aets  to  oomplr  with 
requisitions,  17,  23.  Got.  Caswell 
sends  acts  for  delegates  to  contention, 
116.  Proposes  amendments  to  Con- 
stiiation  United  Btates,  674.  Act  ap- 
pointing delegates  to  Conirention  In 
Philadeljphia,  117.  Cession  to  United 
States  of  Western  territory  accepted, 
681.  Cession  of  lands  to  United 
Stotes,  688. 

Northumberland  oouatj,  claim  for  for- 
feited land  in,  68.  Letter  from  L. 
Keene,  Prothonotaiy  of.  111.  Re- 
oording  of  deeds,  128.  Returns  of 
oiioers,  416.  Pension  of  Widow 
Mareer,  677.    Indians  in,  716. 


Oaths,  act  of  Congress  respecting,  600. 

Officers  of  Philadelphia  Militia  invite 
Oovemor,  Ac,  to  attend  review,  57. 
Instmctaons  to,  in  Luzerne  county, 
204.  Rank  of,  240.  In  Luzerne 
county,  300.  Returns  of,  elected  in 
Philadelphia,  under  militia  law,  802. 
378, 56 1 .  Returns  of  Luzerne  county, 
884.  Of  Westmoreland  Co.,  402.  01 
Nfurthnmberland   county,   416. 

O'Hara,  James,  claims  for  pay,  58,  228. 
Ohio  River,  surrey  of  Inlands  in,  583. 

Opinion  of  W.  Bradford,  (A.  O.)  on 
case  of  James  O'Haras'  claim,  58.  Of 
Judges,  MoKean  and  Bryan  on 
depreciation  of  pay,  120.  Of  AU'y 
Qen'l  on  appeals,  122.  On  claim  of 
Chns.  Bims  to  Lands,  162.  Of 
judges,  Ae.,  on  a  point  submitted  by 
Att'y  Gen^  233-234.  On  Citizen- 
ship,  260.  On  Admiralty  case,  383. 
Of  Judges  on  a  eve  of  Murder,  560. 
W.  Bradford,  on  Health  Office  feett 
610.  On  Weights  and  Measure*, 
734. 

Ordinance,  for  GoTemment  of  N.  W. 
Territory,  162-168,  604, 

Oiterhout,  Gideon,  Petition,  553. 

Oswald,  Eleaser,  Trial  for  contempt  of 
Court,  Ac,  848.  And'w  Brown  vs., 
31V. 

Owen,  Evan,  instmetions  to,  on  Nes- 
eopeo  Road,  686. 


P. 

Parks,  David,  CooTlction  of,  410. 

Patterson,  Alez'r,  Letter  to,  (1786,)  on 
arms  sent  to  Fishkill,  467. 

Pennell,  Joseph,  aeeounta,  606. 

Pensions,  624,  679. 

Pensioners,  payment  of,  645.  List  of, 
sent  to  War  Office,  646,  729.  Pea- 
dons,  728,  729,  730,  731. 

PBmrBTlVANIA. 

Aets  lo  eomply  with  requisitioBt,  17, 
28.  Appoints  commissioners  to  com- 
mercial conyention,  60,  61.  Her  pre- 
sent system.  62.  Requisitions  on, 
74.  Inland  Narigation,  26,  37,  77. 
Report  of  Treasury  on  clsim  of,  79, 
82,  87,  234,  236.  Connecticut  pro- 
posed session  of  Lends  W.  of,  6, 
107.  Boundaries,  140,  160,  187, 
214,  216,  31U,  497,  490,  601,  607, 
622.  Accounts  between,  and  U.  B., 
146.  Troops  In  service  of  U.  8., 
174,  176.  Requisitions,  198,  214. 
North  line  complcated,  214.  Amount 
of  Claim  against  U.  8.,  284,  236w 
Description  of  lands  around  Erie, 
by  Porter,  Armstrong  and  Ellieott, 
241,  243.  Respecting  the  flnancef, 
258.  Authority  of  Coanell  to  par 
chase  Erie,  SIS. 

Respecting  Erie,  203,  2S7,  241,  246, 
247,  261,  262,  308,  309,  310,  318. 
Rights  of  Bute  supposed  to  be  in- 
fringed by  British  Consul,  376.     Let- 
ter  from  P.  Bond  on,  381.     Opinion 
of  Judges  on,  383.    Campbell's  and 
Simpson's    claims,    501.     Boundary 
with  New  York,  622, 626.  Commercial 
Regulstions  proposed   by  Virginia, 
523 — 526.     Resolutioos  in  Assembly 
to  call  State  Convention,  565.     Re- 
specting  survey  of  Erie  Lands,  666. 
Subscribers  to  Soc.  for  Encouraging 
Cotton    Msnufaotnres,    569.      Com- 
mittee of  Congress,  ask  information 
on   imposts,   583.     Answer  to,   686. 
Congress  calls  for  statement  of  public 
debts,  618,  638.    C.  Febiger  elected 
Treasurer,  638.     Cession    of   lands 
from  N.  Carolina  to  U.  S.,  681,  688. 
Accounts  between   U.  8.  and,  698. 
Return   of   Military  stores  in,  699. 
Bonj'n  Franklin  leaves  his  portrait, 
by   Martin,   to    Executive    Council, 
701.    They  accept  of  it,  701.    Chas. 
Pettit  app'd  to  settle  accounts  with 
U.  S.,  708.    Asks  of  Connecticut  aid 
in  arresting  a   fugitive   debtor,  73. 
Opinion  of  Att'y  Gen.,  737. 
Penns.  Invalid  Guards,  PhlUiUV^VW^ 
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Perkin,  Joseph,  refiarn  of  armfl,  Ao., 
2.')8. 

Pest  Ilouie,  Letter  from  Health  OflBeer, 
737. 

Peters,  Richard,  on  Tampikei,  335, 572. 
On  Trial  of  Joilges,  636. 

Petitions,  respcctinfc  aeknnwledg- 
ment  of  deeds,  136.  Of  Thomas 
Lloyd  to  print  debates,  213.  John 
Brown,  264.  John  Jungman,  286, 
3i>4.  Of  Quakers  against  Theatres, 
342.  Stephen  Jenkins,  637.  Gideon 
OsterhonC  653.  Unirersity  of  Penn- 
syWani*  aak  for  ass  of  Btate- 
House  Bell,  613.  Granted,  614. 
RohU  LoUer,  619.  Northampton  Co. 
on  Nesoopeo  Road,  669.  From 
Westmoreland  Co.,  on  Exoise  on 
Liquors,  670.  Mustard  In  Philad'a, 
684.  Thomas  Martin,  Lands»  697. 
Indian  Prisoners,  712. 

PeUit,  Charles,  LeUers,  37,  41,  87, 106, 
266,  456.  Respecting  his  pay  as 
Member,  266.  £ni<truotions  and  ap- 
pointment as  Agent  to  settle  accounts 
with  U.  S.,  708. 

Philadelphia. — Memorial  of  Light 
Infantry  to,  offer  of  service,  36. 
Franklin  and  Jenkins,  agents  from 
Wyoming,  arrive,  52.  Officers  of 
Militia,  invite  Gnv'r  to  attend  a  re- 
view, 57,  73.  J.  Fninklin's  report  of 
Proceedings  in,  67.  Wardens  pur- 
chase ground  at  Cjipe  May  f.»r 
Beacon,  U3.  R.  E.  Pine,  paints  por- 
traits in  Assembly  room,  95.  Danger 
to  PiersJ,  at  Marcus  Hook,  from 
Spanish  frigato,  yO-102.  Mercantile 
Society  thauk  Council  for  Committee 
Room,  lO.S.  Act  of  North  Carolina 
appointing  Delegatus  t<>  Conveutiou, 
117.  Do.  New  Hampshire.  12:{. 
The '' Evening  Chronicle"  established, 
120.  Mathtiw  Irwin,  Recorder,  ap- 
pointed Justice  of  Common  Pleas, 
106.  Power  of  Recorders  to  ac- 
knowledge deeds,  J  36.  Phineas 
Bond,  British  Consul,  145.  Larger 
Powder  Magazine  required,  202. 
Militia  Artillery  Stores  in,  '^b7. 
Opinion  of  C.  J.  McKean  on  Powder 
Magazine,  276,  283,  546.  Returns  of 
Officers  elected  under  Militia  Laws, 
302,  378,  561.  Wardens  interfered 
with  by  British  Consul,  375,  .'{81. 
Opinion  of  Judges  on,  .'iS3.  Resolu- 
tion of  Assembly  to  purchase  a  Pow- 
der Magazine,  .'{9:{.  546.  Contested 
election   of   a    Sheriff,    James   Ash 

elected,   410.      Keturua    oT    \\\\\i\\vl  \ 

6u  Jird  ?.  4 1 S .     J (>i\' a  B .  ^mU\^  Tvi*\p.Tv^  \ 


tary,  486.    Atiftck  on  Moni.  Marboii 
by  Lonnohampa,  461-496,  Barrack 
Lota,  Sale  of,  506,  589,  690.   Commar- 
cial    Convention   proposed  at,  623. 
L.    Nicola,    on    condition    of    Uia 
prison,   536.    Expense  of   watching 
public  buildings,  543,  575.     Repairs 
of   State   House,   668.    Febiger  re- 
signs as  anctiuneer,   668.     Register 
Gen'I  opens  offloe  in   Stato  HonsOp 
669,  670.    Bnrial  ground  for  stran- 
gers,  570,    671.    Memorial  of  Con- 
troller, on  City  Lots,  671,  688,  696. 
Of  Receiver  Oen'l  do.,  678.    James 
Read,   Flour  inspector,   673.     Ton- 
nage duties,  694.    Tavern  License 
604.    Error  in  warrants  of  German 
Lutheran  Cong'n,  607.     Regulation 
of  water  eonrses  in  Sonthwark,  611. 
Commissioners  to  examine  Delaware 
River,  622.  Prisoners  in  work-hoase, 
648.    Trees  for  State   Housa  Yard, 
674.   Inspector  of  Pot  and  Pearl  as|i, 
679.     John  Chaloncr  appointed  auc- 
tioneer,    680.       Powder     Magazine, 
6.S2.      Memorial    on    Mustard,    685. 
Of    Wm.     Scmple,    Sub.    Lt.,    6vS7. 
Solitary  cell^   in  Jail  to  be  erected, 
70rt.     Creek,     Indian     Chiefs    visit, 
707,    711.     Daily   Advertiser    estab- 
lished by  B.  F.  Rache,  713.     District 
C(uirt,  U.  S.  to' sit  in   Philad'a.  723. 
Complauter,   and  Stiff-knee    arrive, 
7^^3.       Committee     Room    in    State 
House    739.      Indians  going  Home, 
7-1 0.      City    Lots.    742.      University 
corner-stone     laid,     742.        French 
Emigrants   to    Scioto,     748.     Presi- 
dHiit's  arrival  to  be  celebrated,  763. 
Philadvlpbia  Company  for    promoting 
muriufactures,   t£c.,  propose  a  road, 
42S. 
Philailelphia  County  Commissioners  to 

erect  cells,  706. 
Pickering,  Timothy,  appointed  Regis- 
t^>r,  Ac,  in  Luzerne,  8k  Letters 
to  and  from.  133,  135,  159,  176,  177, 
170,  1«0,  205,  208,  256.  2S1,  2Q5, 
296,  312.  346,  353,  359,  363.  365.  399, 
424,541.  Capture  of,  326.  Proclama- 
tion, 329.  Certificates,  Ac,  n^spect- 
ing,  551 — 5r)5.  On  roads,  IM\,  135. 
To  be  advised  with,  respecting  Frank- 
lin. 1811.  Militia  officers  and  juMiceii, 
at  Wyoming.  .'U2.  Proclamation,  to 
arrest  persons,  329.  Letters,  to  Gov. 
N.  Y.  and  N.  J.,  respecting,  3:JS.  De- 
positions, respecting,  345,  358,  371. 
Restored  to  liberty,  captoni,  346.  353, 
'^^'.S^'ji^^^^  Gu2.  Views,  rc!<pecting  old 
*>vi\.v\vit^>  k.'i.^'K'A.    Ky^Vna*  as    Sur- 
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to  for  pablio  PHioff%  m  orideiioe. 
545. 

Pine  Creok.  ladUn  ranidui  oa,  ^09* 
710,  714. 

Pine,  R.  B.,  paiaU  portnUi  of  Rerols- 
tionacj  herooB,  95. 

Pittsburg,  coad  to»  proposed,  70.  Serere 
cold  tA,  244.  Lands,  opposite  to,  de- 
•cribed,  244.  Timber  on,  500,  601. 
Road,  from  Bedford  to,  560,  643. 

Porter,  Col.  Andrew,  on  boundary,  26, 
60,  156,  178,  215,  241.  Commission- 
er,  502.  N.  line  oomplete,  214.  De- 
scribes Erie  lands,  242. 

Postage,  flanking  privilege,  142. 

Pot  and  pearl  asb,  Inspector,  679. 

Potter,  Gen.  James,  deatb  of,  660. 

Potter,  James,  appointed  Sanreyor,  661, 
66S. 

Powder,  for  eelebrating  President's  ar- 
riral,  763. 

Powder  Magaiine,  too  small  for  all  the 
powder,  202.  Advice  asked  of  C.  J. 
McRean,  276.  Opinion,  283.  De- 
■oribed,  546.  Powder  Magasine  at 
Philadelphia,  to  be  purchased,  393, 
682. 

Powel,  SamL  (Prcst  of  Pbila.,  Agri- 
cnltoral  Society,}  information  re- 
qnested  on  Hessian  fly,  527,  384,  385. 

President  and  V.  I'reBiaent  election  of, 
635. 

Proclamations,  of  Massacbusette  for  sr- 
rost  of  Daniel  8hay8,  dto.,  119.  On 
arrest  of  Col.  Pickering,  329. 

Proctor,  Qon.  Thomas,  proposes  cele- 
bration of  PretiiUent  Washington's 
birth  day,  664.  Indian  murders,  719. 
Respecting  Indians,  740,  741, 

Prisoners,  at  N.  Y.,  supplies  for  (1782,) 
495.  In  workhouse,  Phila.,  648, 
Letter,  Geo.  Washington  respecting. 
(1782,)  496. 

Prothonotaries,  circular  to,  591. 

Prothonotary  of  Sup.  Court,  765. 

Prussia,  treaty  wito,  5-14.  Rights  of 
conscience,  worship  and  burial  secured 
by,  to  U.  S.,  8. 

Pttblia  records,  report  on  securing,  545. 


Quakers,  petition  against  theatres,  842. 


Rain,  deluges  Luieme  Co.,  85. 
Randolph,  BoTerly.  Got.  of  Va.,  call  of 

a  convention,  557.    Indians,  600. 
Eandotph,  Bdmund,  Got.  Va.,  memo- 

rial  of  Chas.  Simms,  1 15, 1 16.    lUio- 


latlotts  of  Va.,  212.  Rospeoting  a 
Negro  slaTe  claimed,  249, 256.  Laws 
requested,  284.  Laws — Joseph,  Elam, 
2»0.  Commercial  regulations,  (1786,) 
523,  (1784,)  526. 

Read,  James,  Flour  Inspector,  573. 

Reading,  a  justice  of  peace  required, 
63.  Election  of  Burgesses,  276.  Ra- 
eommendatlon  of  J.  Deimer  as  Judge, 
597. 

Reeeirer,  General,  islands  in  Ohio,  667. 
Report,  750. 

Record  of  court  against  Kilbom  and 
Parks,  419.  A.  Kilbom,  546.  S. 
Miles,  547. 

Records,  report  on  securing,  pnblie,  576. 

Recorders  to  haTo  power  to  acknow- 
ledge deeds,  136. 

Recruiting,  ordered  by  Seeretery  of  War 
555. 

Rodick,  DaTid,  aeeount  of  Indian  mur- 
ders, 149.  Intelligence  from  K.  T.^ 
197,  339.  Elected  Vioe  President, 
411.  Describes  lands  opposite  Pitts- 
burg, 244.  Asks  letters  from  Gov. 
Clinton,  of  J.  Franklin  and  Dr. 
Hamilton,  412.  Hamilton  and  Ben- 
ton, (1787,)  459.    Justices,  592. 

Beed,  Lt  Samuel,  operations  at  Wyo- 
ming, 435. 

Register  General  appointed,  568.  Opena 
office  in  State  House,  569.  Appoints 
Thomas  Smith,  clerk,  670.  Order, 
671.  To  Comptroller  Gen.,  698, 
696.   Report  on  finances,  722. 

Reid,  James  R.,  delegate  in  Congress, 
308.     Pay  as  member.  280. 

Religious  liberty  and  rights  secured  by 
treaty  between  U.  S.  and  Prussia,  8. 

Reports,  of  Treasury,  15.  On  West 
boundary,  69,  308.  On  commerea, 
75.  On  cession  of  lands  by  Con- 
necticut, 107.  Proceedings  of  land- 
holders, at  Wyoming,  246.  To  AB' 
sembly  on  Erie.  258.  Of  Attor.  Gen. 
on  citizenship,  269,  260.  Renort, 
to  Congress  on  letter  of  Com- 
missioners of  Va.,  317.  Of  Council 
on  Lake  Erie,  389.  Of  commission, 
ers  on  boundary  between  N.  York 
and  Penna.,  522.  526.  Of  council  to 
General  Assembly,  on  purchase  of 
Erie,  528.  On  claim  of  Wm.  Hamil- 
ton, 6S5.  On  securing  publie  re- 
cords, 544,  575.  On  rewanis  of  Cap- 
ton,  664, 577.  On  J  Adlum's  letter  on 
surTcys,  Comptroller  Gen.,  on 
accounttt,  587-582,  590.  On  Mud 
Island  accounts,  586,  617.  On  ao- 
counts  of  Gen.  Gibson  and  Butler, 
688,  On  attorney's  fees,  647.  On 
accounts,   695.     Health  offieer^  74.7 « 
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of  Bolls,  748.  ReeoiverGen.  750.  Com. 
missioners  viewingriven,  751.  Flour 
intpector,  755.  Becretary  of  land 
office,  757.  Sorreyor  Gen.,  758.  Of 
ireasarer,  758.  Register  General, 
763.  Prothonotary  of  Sap.  Court, 
766.   Meararer  of  grain  and  salt,  766. 

Representation  ii^  Congress,  state  of 
122,  132,  168,  175, 180, 214,  263,  275, 
208. 

Requisitions  by  Congress  on  the  States, 
15,  23,30,  73,  198. 

Resolutions  of  Assembly,  84,  207,  211, 
252,  3U3,  3«5,  308,  406,  523, 564,  566, 
614.  635,  636,  665,  660,  682. 

Resolutions  of  Assembly  of  Md.,  77. 

Resolutions  of  Congress,  88,  50,  64,  73, 
74,  75,  128,  129,  141,142,282,316, 
852,  387,  655,  682,  686,  612,  613, 616, 
665,  677. 

Resolutions  of  Council  of  Va.,  291. 

Resolutions  of  Executive  Council,  on 
purchase  of  Erie,  313.  Lake  firie 
relinquished  by  congress.  387.  Pow- 
der Magazine,  303.  Purchase  of  Erie, 
895.  Respite  of  Doans,  398.  Ac 
counts,  406.  Commissioners  to  Vir- 
ginia and  Maryland,  523.  Call  of 
State  conyention,  564.  Sale  of  Erie 
lands,  5H6. 

Resolutions  of  Wyoming  settlers,  83. 

Rheiner,  John,  forfeiture  of  flour  to  D. 
Niess,  submitted  to  Judges,  273. 

Rhode  Island,  act  to  comply  with  re- 
quisitions. 16,  23.  Act  to  establish 
judicial  courts,  U.  S.  in,  707. 

Rinker,  James,  respecting  the  disposi* 
tion  of  Indians,  207. 

Rittenhouse,  Benjamin,  appointed  com- 
missioner, to  examine  6<*huylkill,  623. 

Rittenhouse,  David,  treasurer,  on  taxes, 
337.   Indemnifying  bond,  743. 

Rivers,  examination  of,  681,  683,  600, 
694,756. 

Roads,  proposed,  Ac,  70,  91,  131,  133, 
135,  143,  149,  186,  262,  560,  643,  656, 
725. 

Roberts,  Jonathan,  respecting  execu- 
tion of  John  Brown,  279. 

Robins,  Ezekiel,  supplies  for  prisoners, 
atN.  Y.,  (1782.)  495. 

Robinson,  John,  Indian  murders,  719. 

Robinson,  Capt.  Thomas,  on  Indian 
outrage,  432. 

Rolls,  Master  of,  Report,  748. 

Rosborough,  Rev.  John,  killed  at  Tren- 
ton,  his  family  recommended  by  coun- 
cil for  pay,  2  <"  2. 

Ross,  Alexander,  sells  lands  to  Charles 
Sims,  Virginia  titles,  160. 

Ross,  George,  elected  V.  President,  411. 

Hobs,  Lieut.  Jamoa,  order  on^foi  axta^, 
(1787,)  468. 


Ross,  William,  eklmi  for  eaptors  of  T. 
Pickering, 

Rush,  Dr.  Benjamin,  Dickinson  College, 
427,  540,  578. 

Russia,  war  with  Turkey.  266. 

Ruston,  Dr.  Thomas,  claims  seat  In 
council,  for  Chester  Co.,  633.  C. 
Willing  declared  in  possession,  639. 

Ryerson,  Thomas,  delenoa  against  In- 
dians, 667. 


SL  Clair,  C^enl.  Arthur,  aski  tint  on 
paymeot  of  auction  duties.  127.  Ad- 
vanced, suoessor  appointed,  129. 
Wyoming,  189.  AtUck  on  Fort  Hsr- 
mar  by  Indians,  892.  Letter  from, 
529.  To  Ocri.  Butler  on  Indians,  746. 
Ask  Troops  for  West  Territory,  716. 

SalHries  of  public  officers  of  U.  8.,  129, 
615. 

Satterlee,  Benedict,  deposition.  844. 
Commitment,  346.     In  gaol,  347. 

Schott,  John,  P.,  raising  a  troop  of  light 
Dragoons,  297,  298.  397.  Censured, 
393.  394.    Troops,  Ac,  663. 

Schuylkill  River,  commissioners  to  ex- 
amine, 623,  677. 

Schuvlkill  fulls,  observations  on,  hj 
John  C.  Strocbel,  651. 

Schuylkill  Rirer,  examinaUon  of,  677, 
694. 

Scott,  Thomas,  in  behalf  of  Washington 
Academy,  215.  On  his  way  to  Con- 
gress, 568. 

Sea,  letters  granted  by  Congress  to  tsi- 
sels,  239. 

Secretary  of  Foreign  affairs,  74,  202; 
293,  411,  599. 

Secretary  of  Treasury,  655,  663. 

Sellers,  John,  resigns  as  commissioner 
on  Schuylkill,  623. 

Sempte,  Willinm,  Sub.  Lt.  of  Phllada., 
memorial,  687. 

Shaw,  William,  109. 

Shays,  Daniel,  proclamation  of  Massa- 
chusetts to  arrest,  Ac,  1 19. 

Shippen,  Edward,  resigns  as  Justice,  91. 

Shippensburg,  Road  to  Clarke's  Qap, 
143. 

Sims,  Charles,  memorial  respecting 
lands  under  Virginia  title,  1 60.  Opin- 
ion of  W.  Briidibrd  Jr.,  162.  Letter 
to  Vice  President,  169. 

Six  notions  of  Indians,  agreement  for 
purchase  of  lends  from  the,  by  Qenls 
Butler  and  Gibson,  529>&33. 
,  Skinner,  John,  proposes  a  road,  91,  91; 
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Smith,  Garrett,  depoiitioii  resp«etlng 
Wjoming,  371 

Smith,  Jon'a  B.,  resigns  m  protbon- 
otary  of  PhilMielpbia,  428. 

Smith,  Tbomaf,  Loan  ofiieer,  33,  34. 

Smith,  Thomas,  Duncan,  accoant  of 
dihtarbancetf  in  Huntingdon,  306-307. 

Smith,  William,  deposition  respecting 
J.  P.  Schott'i  Company,  393,  394. 
Memorial  of.  Ac,  400. 

Smith,  Wm.,  Hooker,  letters,  45,  102, 
104,  105,  108. 

Smith,  Wm.,  Moore,  respecting  execu- 
tion of  John  Brown,  277. 

Solicarjr  Cells  in  Philadelphia  to  b« 
erected,  706. 

South  Carolina,  act  to  comply  with 
requisitions,  17,  23. 

Soutn  Carolina,  Gorernor  applied  to  for 
public  pnpers  as  evidence.  545. 

Spanish  Frigate  at  Marcus  Hook  in 
danger  ftom  ice,  correspondence  with 
Commr.  Lianes,  99-102. 

Sprague,  Joseph,  on  Wyoming  affairs, 
93. 

Stanwlz  Fort,  purchase  of  land  at,  508. 

State  Island,  repairs  wanted,  286. 

State  House  repairs,  558.  Trees  for, 
675. 

Snllivan,  Pres't,  John,  of  N.  H.,  dele- 
gates to  oonventionin  Philada,  122. 

Steuben,  Fred.,  Wm.,  De,  accounts  set- 
tied,  706. 

Signals  agreed  upon  with  Morocco,  171. 

Stiffknee,  Indian  Chief,  arrives  in  Phil- 
adelphia, 733. 

Stitfs.  Joseph,  powder  magazine  too 
small,  2U2.     Detfcrtbes  it,  546. 

Strangers,  Burial  ground  reserved  in 
Philada.  571,  570. 

Stroebel,  Jno.,  C,  on  Schuylkill  falls, 
651. 

Strong,  Capt,  Solomon,  108. 

Sullivan  and  Carberry,  mutiny,  27. 

Supreme  Court,    proth'rs  Repr.rt,  765. 

SupRi-MB  ExRCUTiVE  CouxciL,  Lcttcrs 
to  and  fVom. — Adlum,  John,  576, 
629.  AgriouH  Society,  527.  384,  385. 
Anstey,  John,  148.  Armstrong,  John, 
Jr.,  137,  407.  Briff.  Uen'l,  John, 
447.  Armstrong,  Wm.,  215,  242. 
AsKembly,  87, 103.  187,  206,  390,  .397, 
398,  402,  409,  629,  669,  678,  674,  675. 
Baehe,  Benj'n  F.  713.  Baker, 
Hilary,  604.  Balliet,  Stephen,  177, 
179,  460.  Barclay,  John,  89. 
Bartholomew,  Edw'd,  767.  Bayard, 
John,  28.  Biddle,  Clement,  236, 
573,  743.  Board  of  Treasiirv,  155. 
Board  of  War,  208,  340,  368,  381, 
291,  300,  5.34,  555,645,  685,  686,  707. 
Bond,  Pbineas.  255,  881.  Bradford, 
Wm.,   Jr.,    Auy   Oen'l,    123,    232, 


384,  260,  260,  373,  810,  416,  419,431, 
445,  446,  467.  Brearly,  David,  C.  J. 
N.  J.,  548.  Brison.  James,  422,  624. 
Brodhead,  Daniel.  641,  661,  662,663, 
758.  Brown,  Andrew.  412.  Bryan, 
George,  (Judge,)  264,  283,  286. 
Burd,  Edward,  765.  Butler,  Lord, 
831.  Butler,  Gen'l  Bichard,  437, 
563,  591,  715.  Butler,  Col.  Zebnion, 
179,  192,  .330.  351,  356,381,  414,459, 
676.  Buyers,  John,  Ac,  438,  440. 
Caldwell,  Sam'l,  89,  594.  Canan, 
Col.  John,  588.  Caswell,  Richard, 
Oov'r,  N.  C,  116.  Chaloner.  John, 
762.  Cherokee  Chiefs,  584.  Cherokee 
Indian  Woman,  181.  Clarkson, 
Matthew,  250.  Clinton,  George,  Gov., 
N.  Y.,  96,  187,  326,  335,  341,  412. 
Coats,  Lt.  Col.  Wm.  273,  274.  Com- 
mander Lianes  of  Spanish  Frigate,- 
101,  102.  Comm'rs  of  Commercial 
Convention,  60.  Comm'rs  on  Conn. 
Claims,  159.  Comm'rs  to  Indians, 
503,  507,  508,  509,  510.  Commis- 
sioners  for  improving  Inland  naviga- 
tion, 77.  Comm'rs  of  Luzerne  Co., 
304,  832,  Comm'rs  of  Northampton 
Co.,  603.  Comm'rs  on  Rivers,  622, 
6.34,  637,  681,  683,  690.  Comm'rs  of 
Taxes,  499.  Comm'rs  of  Virginia 
and  Maryland,  511.  Comm'rs  of 
West  Boundary,  26,  52,  69,  178. 
Committee  of  Assembly,  103,  547. 
Committee,  Ways  and  Means,  Con- 
gress, 285,  545.  Committee  of 
Congress,  58.3,  585.  Congress,  4,  50, 
51,  56,  70,  71.  79,  121,  122,  128,  14.3, 
145,  16s,  171,17:{,  ISO,  191,  214,  289, 
285,  293,  311,  314,  323,  .339,  353,  375, 
387,  4:^2,  54.3,  562.  County  Comm'rs, 
593.  Cowperthwaite,  Joseph,  880. 
Coxe,Tenoh.5  9,542.  Craig.  Lt  Col., 
John,  190,  236,  305.  Craig.  Thomas, 
270.  Crawford,  Edward,  090.  Cun- 
ingham,  J.,  263.  Curwen,  John,  572. 
Dale,  Sam'l  66.  Davis,  Benj'n, 
Jr..  766.  Delany,  Sharp,  259,  602. 
Delegates  to  Congress,  4.  27,  37,  87, 
106,  188.  207,  237,  251,  252,  266,  280, 
808,  342,  351,  352,  :^64,  373,  382,  383, 
408,  433,  456.457,  460,504,  505,  537. 
Denison,  Nathan,  212, 327.  Douglass, 
Epbraim,  '•  2,  535.  Donaldson,  John, 
50'^,  570,  722,  763.  Dunwoodie,  James, 
430. 

Eckert,  Valentine,  203,  211.  EUieott, 
And'w,  184,  140,  178.  216.  24:^,  826, 
429,  583,  612,  615,  705.  Elliott,  Lt. 
Beig'n,  665. 

Falconer,  Nathl,  787,  747.  Febiger, 
Christian,  568,    649,761.    ¥«c^bum^ 
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•Tnmes,  209.  Fisher,  Thonms,  888. 
FitzfimouH,  Thop.,  426,  595.  Franklin^ 
Dr.  Be^j.  Executtirs,  701.  Franklin, 
John,  14,  52,  94.  111.  175,  182.  183, 
185,  549,  55G.     Freeman,  A.,  714. 

Oalbraith,  Hubert,  370,  656.  Gard- 
ner, lion.  Joiteph,  451,  453.  Uib- 
flou,  Ocoi^c.  6U6.  Gore.  Obediali, 
1»2.  2ir..  Governor  of  Delaware,  33. 
Of  Gonnei'ticut^  238,  409,  447.  451. 
Of  Georgia,  96.  Of  Maryland.  57. 
Of  Mnssochiisetts.  271.  Of  New 
JiTfi^y,  93,  550.  Of  New  York,  96, 
125.  1S7.  Of  North  Carolina,  lift. 
Of  South  Carolina.  5-15.  Of  Virginia, 
115,  no,  212,  2:.U,284,  290.  497,  501, 
52.^,  525,  557.  Graham,  Henry  Hale, 
638.  Grant,  Thomas  110.  Oriiiwold, 
Maili'w,  Gov.  of  Connecticut,  447, 
451.  Gumey,  Francis,  768. 
Hollenhach,  MathiiiB,  216.  Hamilton, 
Alex..  8ciri:tary  Treasury,  6.'>8,  64 1 , 
G54,  603.  604.  'llanrock.  Gov.  John, 
of  MaH>!iarhu.<ott:',  272.  liurmar,  Lt. 
Col.,  Jo:=iah.  173,  217,  270,  2i<C,,  325, 
391.  Jiarrisun,  Governor,  lii-nj'n.  of 
Virginia,  497,  (17.'^3.)  49»,  501, 
5i>7.  llartli'v,  Col.,  Thunma,  156. 
lii'llesleilt.  Chas.,  (.Swc.  Cmis.)  2**.5, 
Jlier^tt  r,  Danii-I.  Jr.,  607.  Hudgdon, 
8ainuel,  37-1.  37tf.  Ilopkintjoii,  Kra's, 
53,  77.  12.).  375,  03-1.  llcuer,  .SauiM. 
47,102.  Hulilev,  Atl;«ni,  7o5.  lluli- 
U-y.  Lt.  JJoriiard,  7«>y,  71i>.  llutf- 
nagle,  Michael,  500.  Huntington, 
(i«^>vcrnor  of  Couuccticut,  I'ob,  400 
414. 

Indian  pri?«)nors.  712.     In  gel?,  Goo., 
707.     Irvine,    (iui'l.  Wm.,   501,  512, 
513.     Irvin.',  Matthew,  7  JO. 
Jach?,  JanH>.x,  301.     Jav,  John,   171, 
L't)2.  2S7,   203,    300,   41*1.     Ji-fTorson, 
Thimias,   i^cc'y   ^'tato.   679,  ».SS.  t>M». 
600,  700.  70.-'., '705,  7nO,  707,  70S,  70'.», 
712,    713.      Jci.kin.s    John,    15,    52. 
Jrdjnyti-n,      Ca])tain,      Ami'w,      1.07. 
Johnston,  Frunci.s.  <*i44,  750.     Jones, 
]>avi<l,     5S.       Judges    of     f!u]>reme 
(uiirt.   2:i3,  261.  2.S3.  205,441,  442, 
351,  472,  47S,  484.  4S8,  4.  0,  0-  1,  667. 
Jufrtico   of  Berkd   Co.,  286.     Jutiic<iJ 
of  Trail  k  I  in    Co.,    3  lit.     Jutrticctf    of 
Northam])ton  Co.,  273. 
K«vne,   Ljiwr.,    111.        Konip.    Cn]it.    ; 
John,  407.       Kennedy,   l>nvid,    051, 
757.      Knot,  Gen.   11.,  (S»m  y   \Var>,    ' 
2iK\  2tJ.S   200,  2M,  2\io,  '.',u\,  i'iV,;»i>:.,  ^ 
LrtiJil.  Ufti«ers,  V.'.S.    1,i\uiu^t,  VUm>V'»vs   \ 
(itil.       I.ouox,     DaviA,    ;>:>.      \av\«L\\.  \ 
Dnniel,  i\:\.     l/i»««tei!au\!»  v>i'  CowwVw**, 
37y,     Light    lufautiy,  Coiuv^^w^-    v>^ 


Phtladolphia,  M.  Livingston,  Wm., 
Gov.,  N.  J..  93,  336,  350.  Loan 
Office,  Tni«t««B.  170.  LukenF,  John. 
82,  93,  427.  Lazeme,  HieTalier  de 
U.  463.  464,  465,  466,  468,  470,  473, 
483,  487. 

McKean,  C.  J.,  Thos.,  264,  276,  SS-^t, 
295,  351-S66.  661.  McLean.  Alex., 
71. 642.  Mel^an.  Capt.,  Jas.  229, 230. 
231.  406.  Magistratea,  at  Wyoming, 
440.  Managers  of  8tat«  LotU^ry,  89, 
118.  Marboi8,  Mons.,  Barhe,  de.  49, 
461.  471.  481,  494.  Marshall.  Jauea, 
209,  377.  Mead.  David,  454,  455. 
Melcher.  Isaac,  523.  Mentj^es.  Col., 
Francitf,  78.  Mercantile  Society  of 
Philadelphia,  103.  Mifflin.  John, 
647.  Milligan,  Robert.  27.  Minister 
of  United  Netherland,  468,  470,  475, 
477,  479,  480.  Miro,  Brig.  Oenl, 
567.  Mitehel,  Joseph,  253.  Mont- 
gomery, Wm.,  35.  Moore,  Col.,  Ja?., 
431-436-443.  Moore,  Thomas.  90. 
Morris.  Richard.  (C.  J.,  of  X.  Y..) 
413.  Morris.  Robert,  505.  Muhlen- 
berg, Peter,  V.  P.,  231. 

Xesbitt.  John,  Maxwell.  520.  Kiohola- 
fiitn,  Jos»'ph,  742.  Niehol^ion.  John, 
33.  34,  00.  130,  142.  108.  234.  249. 
250,  .S22,  401,  561.  5b9.  (il*^,  65S.  702, 
731.   730,  742,   747.     Nicola.    Lewi-, 

5;;o. 

Officer?,  commnndinp  in  Lnreroe. 
204.  Officer??  of  Militia  of  Phila.i'a 
Cn..  57.  O'llara,  James',  228.  Owen, 
Evan.  585.  013. 

Paiter^.n,  Alex.  4:>7.  Peters.  Pi;  h'd, 
33.-..  i:;2.  072.  036.  Peiiit.  rhariis 
2S.  37.  41,  107.  200.  70.<.  Philada 
A;;rieultural  ."Society,  3"i4-.'>.  527.  P:i.. 
C(«nii>any.  428.  I'hilad'a  County 
Cniani'rs,  700.  Pickering;.  Timmbv, 
l.'>0.  177.  178.  170.  ISO.  2i!S.  2j0.  2M, 
20,-..  200.  312.  :;4fi.  353.  35i».  303.  :-:05, 
300.  300,  424.  541.  Piucl.nrv.  G-.v. 
Thomas,  i>t»nih  Candiua,  545.  Pii.e, 
R.  E.,  05.  Porter.  Col..  And'w,  L-O, 
17S.  211.  211—502.  P..wel.  Saiul. 
527. 3^ 4,  3s5.  Proolor.Thc.s..  (Sheriff.) 
460.  477,  OiU,  719.  740.  711'.  7f.3. 

Rnnd<d]di.  Peverlv.  Gi»v.  i.f  Vir-jinl  i, 
557.  (1784.)  Randolph.  Ediiiun.I. 
G..V.  Vir^ini«.115.  no,  212.  2-iO.  2J'i. 
2s  I,  200.  ju;;,  525.  Road.  Jaui»>. 
757.  R«>'uiver  Gen'l.  007,  O'.'-'. 
Rr.iiek.  David.  110.  1'.'7,  211,  :.:'.<, 
.tlO,4.)0.  5i2.  Rcj;iMtr  Gcn'i,  5iiiJ. 
VvV^ ,  Vi'l  X  "v<\>>.    Y<\v^^^vvll<nl se .   1  >a v  •  I. 
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427,  510,  578.  Bui»h,  Jaooh,  (Judge.) 
206.  Ration,  ThomiUB,  632.  Ryer- 
son,  Thomas,  666. 

St.  Clair,  Hon.  Anth'y,  127,  180,  3W. 
Sehott,  John  P.,  297,  2V8,  897,  663. 
Scott,  Thomas,  215,  569.  SecretAry 
of  Foreign  Affairs,  171,  202,  287,290, 
300.  Sellers,  John,  628.  Shannon, 
Wm.,  748.  Sheriff  of  Philad'a,  469, 
477,  664,  719,  740,  741,  763.  Shippen, 
Edward,  91.  Skinner,  John,  92,  143, 
159.  Simms,  Charles,  169.  Smith, 
Fninols,  193.  Smith,  Jona.,  B.,  423. 
Smith,  T.  D.,  and  A.  Henderson,  305. 
Smith,  Wm.,  Hooker,  14,  45,  102, 
192,  330.  Sprague,  Joseph,  93. 
Stiles,  Joseph,  202.  Snllivan,  Pres., 
John,  125.    Swaine,  Francis  269. 

Talhot,  Lieat  Jeremiah,  280.  Tel- 
fair, Edward,  Qov.  Georgia.  96.  Tor- 
renoe,  Uent.  Joseph,  702.  Trail, 
Robert,  446.  Treasury  Board,  64, 
'  79,  86.  Trimble,  James,  679.  Trus- 
tees of  Loan  OfBce,  170.  Trustees  of 
Washington  Academy,  215.  Tum- 
boU,  Wm.  623. 

University  of  Penns.,  613,  704,  742. 
Van  Campen,  John,  26.  Vandyke, 
Gov.  Nichs.  of  DeL  33.  Vaughan, 
Sam.,  674. 

War,  Board  of,  208,  240,  268,  281, 
291,  300,  534,  555,  621,  624,  645.  685, 
686,  707,  711.  Wardens  of  Phila., 
9'.),  101,  543.  Washington,  Gen. 
George,  496.  Washington,  Pres.  587, 
^9t\.  5'<)9,  6U0,  601,  60.',  6U4,  6U5.611, 
6 1 5,  6  i  6,  673.  Wesstbroek,  Abraham, 
47,  102.  Wilson.  James.  445,  453. 
WUson,  WUlm.  192.  Will,  WUliam. 
413.  Willet,  Col.  MarinuB,  711. 
Williamson,  Hon.  Hugh,  449.  ! 

Zeigler,  Cap.  David,  284,  290,  801. 

Surveyor  Gen'ls  office,  32,  93,  660,  663. 

Surveys  of  Erie,  John  Adlum  on,  576, 
Report  on,  577. 

Susquehanna  Co.  meeting  and  resolu- 
tions respecting  lands  purchased  of 
natives,  114. 

Susquehanna  River,  proceedings  at 
Lancaster  to  examine  and  clear,  608— 
611.  J.  Adlum  recommended,  ap- 
pointed, 621,  629.  Meeting  of  coun- 
ties to  improve,  025-629.  Instme- 
tiont  to  Commissioners,  635,  637,  682. 
Letters  from.  637,  694.  Examina- 
tion,  679,  694.  Estimate  of  expen- 
ses to  view,  694. 

Swaine,  Francis,  (Sheriff)  explains  diffi- 
culty charged  on  exacntion  of  John 
Brown  ia  MoatgoBMiy  Co.,  269. 


Swedish  Consul  advises  of  War  between 
Russia  and  Turkey,  265,  292. 

Swedish  Envoy  sends  papers  on  banft- 
try  of  a  Captain  of  a  Tossel,  295. 


Talbot,  Lieut.  Jeremiah,— eleetion  of, 
troop  of  Light  horse  in  Franklin,  Co., 
280. 

Tavern  Licenses,  604. 

Taxes,  Commrs.  of,  498,  593,  603. 

Telfair,  Edwd.  Gov.  Georgia,  letter 
from,  96. 

Theatres,  Petition  of  Quakers  againsty 
342. 

Thomas,  Joseph,— 'Boon's  Estate,  725. 

Tioga,  River,  towns,  on.  Caleb  Ben- 
ton to  CoL  John  Franklin,  176. 
Military  post  to  be  at,  869. 

Todd,  WiUiam,  lalands  in  Western  Riv- 
ers, 645. 

Tonnage  duties,  599,  601. 

Torrence,  Lieutenant  Joseph,  military 
officers,  702. 

Traill,  Hon.  Robert,  letter  from,  288. 
l>eath  of  R.  Lovers,  289 — resigns  in 
Council,  A  applies  for  bis  place,  289. 
Prisoners  in  EastonJail,  (1784,)  446. 

Traitors,  Certified  list  of,  applied  for 
by  J.  Anstey,  a  British  Agent,  148. 

Treasury,  Board,  Letters  to  and  f^om, 
15,  64,  79,  86,  155,  382,  883,  663, 
664.  Report  to  Congress,  15,  50. 
Resolutions,  of  Congress,  respecting, 
64.     Reservations  at  Erie,  382. 

Treasury  department,  facts  respecting, 
649. 

Treaty,  infractions  with  G.  B.  72.  Com- 
mercial with  France,  220-228. 

Trimble.  James. — widow  MeroerV  pen- 
sion, 677.     Variation  charts,  719. 

Turkey  and  Ru.siiia.  at  war,  265. 

Turnpikes,  Kichd.  Peters,  on,  335.  Lan- 
caster, 572. 


United  States,  report  of  treasury  to 
Congress,  on  acts  passed  by  the 
States,  to  meet  the  requisitions,  15. 
Account  of  receipts  and  expenditures, 
30.  Finanoes,  15,  23,  30,  33,  50,  86. 
Uniformity  of  com'cial  systems  in  the 
States,  prop<if«od,  61.  Requisitions,  73. 
Ordinance  for  settling  aeeounte  be 
tween,  and  States,  146,  154,  317,  323 
Algiers,  war  between,  622.  State- 
ment of  quantity  and  value  of  Erie, 
685.  Amendments  to  constitution, 
piToposed  by  N.  Carolina^  674.  C«ai- 
ma,  %1%,    Il<^^  <mi!iSuml  ^"^v^me^ 
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Tsa  OMBpon,  Joba,  lott«r,  10* 

Tm^^o,  Q«t.  iriohoia^of  0o1a^  lot- 
totfAiWiy  8S, 

Tiiihoa,  SmmoI,  m  tnto  Itar  Btoti 
Hmm  yard,  674. 

Ttatoi%Ml  toaoMpljwitli  maliilioii, 
l7»  M.  Lottor  flroan  Und  offleen,  on 
fliftini  niid^r  tttlot  of,  U^  tm.  U^ 
'voriftl  of  CbM.  Slinms,  10(^i  150. 
Lettan,  Got.  Randolph,  Sttt  2S4. 
Lawf  reqoaoted,  S84.  Pfo«o»di&f« 
of  eoanoil  retpeeUBg  li  ilea,  S91 .  R«^ 
port  to  oongrofls,  on  letter  of  oonmli- 
eionen  of,  Jll7,  Letlers  %amnd  firoa 
QoT.  Harrison,  (1783,)  aa  bounded  «<t, 
497,  499,  601,  607.  C«aipb«ll  and 
8impeon's  elains,  601.  i^&py  of  Iawb 
aeked  for,  607.  And  MArjIund  on  in- 
tornal  navigation,  611.  CommiAiilO' 
ners  to  be  appointed  by  Penna,t  631, 
Act  of,  on  Commeroe*  ^3S — 624L  I<et- 
tor  to  Gor.  Randolph  on  oalling  eon* 
Tention,  557.  Arriv^al  of  lodian 
ohiefi  in,  600. 


War  with  Algiers,  622. 

War,  Board  of,  letters  to  and  from^  SO  A,  I 
240,  268,  282,  290,  301,  531,  555,  621,  j 
6J4,  646,  685,  686,  728,  730.  I 

Wardens,  of  Philadelphb,  parcbft^ed 
ffroond  fbr  beaeon,  at  Ca^po  M&t,  9^, 
Danger  to  piers,  at  Mareus  Uook, 
from  Spanish  frigate,  99.  Correspond- 
ence with  eommander,  Ae.,  99 — 102. 
Sapposed  interference  of  British  Con- 
sul, with,  375.  Expense  of  watching 
pabUe  buildings,  643.  j 

Warrants  for  lands  in  new  porohaiie,  i 
number  of,  Issued,  121. 

Warrant  against  Wyov^iiS  iniuTcsmU,  I 
340.  \ 

Wiihington  Academy,  \uA%  tot,  ^Vb. 
WaAhlngton   Co.,   Indian  mi«4«tii  \sk, 
•«0-    Affpllcadoa  ftom,  €ot  4«teii«* 
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Wijutlitr.  very    lerer^    aX   Mtiskm^m 

m^d  Pi*t/iWr(r,  ^44- 
Wuigb(«  All  J  M^^f^nr^,  opi&ion*  734. 
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omi*4*ri.  4r^l  iU,*},  Aui  ariiiM.  404. 
r  .    :         11 N     lifitiorn,     6*1.       P«tfti«a 

ftom,  670. 

will,  William,  oontMts  elaetioii  of  Sho- 
riff.  Ash,  410,  413. 

Willet,  Col.  Harinos,  accompanies  In- 
dians, to  Phila.,  707,  711. 
I  Williamson,  Hon.  Hugh,  on  memorial, 
Ac,  from  Cona.,  (1786,)  440. 

Wilson,  Hon.  James,  Wyoming  aflairt 
in  Congress,  (1786,)  463. 

Wilson,  Col.  William,  bearer  of  ammu- 
nition  to  Wyoming,  192. 

Wistar,  Dr.  Caspar,  Jr.,  on  inspector  of 
pot  and  pearl  ashes,  679. 

Wykoff,  P..  appointed  auctioneer  in 
place  of  Gen.  St  Clair,  128. 

Wyoming,    Letters,   Ao.,   to   and  fhNU 
Col.  John  Franklin,  3,  14,  45,  47,  62, 
67,  84,  94,  HI,  182,  238.     Letters  to 
and  fW>m  Joseph   Hamilton,  3,  67, 
81,  94,   182,  183.    Congress  aeoepr 
cessions  of  Connecticut.  3,  107.    Prt 
eeedings  in  respeot,   Conneotiott^  I 
107.    Safety    of    agents    ftrom,   • 
cored,  15,  52.    Wm.  Hooker,  SbN' 
letters  to  and  from,  16,  46,  lOS,  II 
106,  108.    John,  Jenkins,  letton 
and  fh>m,  Ao.,  16,  46,  62.     John  V 
Campen,   on,    26.     Meeting    at 
Montgomery,  Wm.,  on,  86,  168»  T 
Susquehanna  Co.,  46,    114.     W 
broek  and  Ilauer,  47.    Obed.,  0 
48.    Franklin  and  Jenkins  in  A 
b*i,tA.   \\i%\xKis,\A»us  to  SainL  I 
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114.  X.Piak«riBff,.B«fliUr,  Ae^84. 
])«lage  hi,  S5.  Letter,  Jot.  Spng*** 
on  afliain  mi,  93.  Dr.  Benton— (^t 
BorUOy-town  of  Patnnm-Oapt  Strong, 
-Hanboom  f ettlof^  H.  Lotter,  Got. 
N.  Y.,  Ethan  Allen  and  8.  Strong,  96. 
W.H.amiUi^ka«towMirimi,10i.  Da 
to  Jona.  Correy  and  Mr.  Lip  194.  ;  ▲ 
■eriooaaddrMt  la  inhaUtiate^  kj  W. ' 
JSL  BmXik,  106.  W,r  MontgomMrr  to 
CojnoU  respecting  B.  AUen,  Cbpi. 
Strong  and  CoL  Franklin,  Ae.,  108. 
Tliomae  Orant»  to  eoanoil,  110.  Law- 
rence  Keene  to  dp^on  reeognisancee, 
111.  J. Franlclin  to Wm.  M ontgomerj, 
IIL    Heating  «f  nnwielMBf  of  Ana- 

rluwaa  Co.  114.  Afport  oa  mi. 
f  pvopoaed  bj  eovm'r.  of  lands 
w«il  of  Pma,'  107.  Iiitt  «€  IomI- 
holden,  IM.  Letten  to  and  frop  7. 
Piekering,  133,  135,  159,  176,  178, 
179,  180,  195,  205, 208,  256,  281,  295, 
296,  312,  859,  363,  365-371,  399,  424, 
541.  Roads,  133,  135.  Letter  Arom 
oommissioners  on  Conn't  claims,  159. 
Gonun'iii.  elected,  160.  Lettor,  Ben- 
ton to  John  Franklin,  on  Tioga  towns. 
175.  Coonoil,  to  Pickering  and  Bal- 
liet,  179.  Instructions  to  CoL  John 
Craig,  to  Uke  Franklin,  189.  Let- 
ter fW>m  delegates  in  Congress,  189. 
Arms,  Ac,  sent,  to,  192.  Disturb- 
anoes  at»  192.  Combination  of  set- 
tlers, 194.  Right  to  dispossess  in  a 
Federal  eonrt,  194.  Respecting  T. 
Pickering,  in  letter  F.  Smith,  195. 
Instructions  to  officers,  204.  To  com- 
missioners, 205.  Coanoil  ask  awoa* 
bly  to  apply  to  Congress  for  men,  206, 
207.  Arms  for,  212.  Instmotions  for 
N.  Denison,  212.  Letter,  Gore  and 
Hollenbach,  troops,  316.  Letter  to 
Got.  of  Connectioot,  238.  Report 
and  proceeding  of  landholders,  246. 
Courts  held  quietly,  256.  Bill  re- 
specting, introduced,  260.  Complaint 
against  justices,  281,  312.  Recogni- 
sance for  John  Franklin's  appear- 
ance, 295.  Letter,  L.  Myers,  respect- 
ing F.,  296.  Half-iihare  men  taking 
lands  at  Tioga,  296.  John  P.  Schott 
raising  a  troop,  297,  298.  Officers  of 
light  dragoons,  in  Laieme  Co.,  299. 
Commissioners  tppotnted  to  Tiew 
lands  in,  304.  election  of  militia 
officers,  812.  Justices,  313.  Letters 
to  GoT'rs.  of  N.  T.  and  N.  J.,  on  cap- 
ture of  T.  Ilokering,  326.  N.  Deoi- 
son,  on  insurgents,  327.  Deposition 
of/A.  iniVMrOi4|»  to  T.  Picker-  . 
iat,S27.  ^KotAMon,  329.  John  \ 
J^ukioM,  Jko.,  8i9.  JMrootiom  to  th'ff,  \ 


UbM  IkwUIn,  8«0.  f. 
Butter,  te,  to  PfWL,  ido^  3.32.  From 
iiOioinfs,»  on  ooftaMoli  T.  Pickering, 
982.  Lettor  ti  Gov.  of  H.  T.,  m, 
S36.  K.  J.,  M6,  Ul.  Worn  D.  Re. 
diek,  188.  Wanaai  a^nst  insur- 
gaato,  840^  S45.  Dopoiltions  of  Ira 
MaaTil  sad  B.  Battorioa,  for  capture 
of  T.  Pickerings  845,  847,  853,  858, 
899.  T.PlekMringroftoMdlolib«riy, 
346.  Congroso  appUodto  for  troops, 
859,  888,  853.  ^Lettor  to  Z.  Butter, 
oomoMnding  olteon  of  goTcmment^ 
85L  Vtews  of  T.  Plqkotiag  respect- 
|agoldMttters,Aob,888.  FromZeb. 
Botteiv  oaptare  of  ilstwi,  J.  Dudley 
wonnded,  866»  849.  Xoswell  Frank- 
Ua  tmtees  a  par^  to  anrast  rioters, 
889.  Letftsr,  T.  Ptekoring,  detailing 
oeeorroaoes,  859*  OapL  Boss  wonnd- 
od,86L  LottorofV.P.Muhtenbeig 
to  T.  Pickering,  on  release,  Ac,  363, 
864,  366.  Military  post,  at  Tioga,  to 
be  fixed,  869.  Deposition,  Garret 
Smith,  372.  Letters,  Z.  Butler,  eleo- 
tion  of  officers,  881,  414.  Memorial 
fh>m  Luseme,  for  diTision  of  land  as 
Conn,  claimants,  386. '  Capt  Schott's 
moTcments,  303,  394, 897.  Memorial 
of  Wm.  Smith,  400.  Claims  of  re- 
wards, 899,  402.  Got.  Huntington, 
respecting  John  Franklin,  409,  414. 
Papery  reispeeting,  Ac,  415.  Convic- 
tion of  Kilbom  and  Parks,  419.  B.  A 
A.  Abbott,  420.  Zeb.  Cade,  421,  424. 
John  Franklin  sent  to  Phila.,  by  Capt. 
Ross,  424.  Jno.'  Jenkins  not  to  be 
faTored,  425.  Various  documents 
reppeoUng,  (1782)  to  (1788,)  431- 
461.  Wm.  Bradford,  at  Trenton, 
(1782,)  431.  R.  Peters  summoned,  to 
do,  (1782),  432.  Defence  frum  la- 
dians,  432.  Lands,  address  by  Jen- 
kins, Ac,  (1784,)  434.  Letter  to  CoL 
J.  Moore  sit,  withdrawal  of  arms,  Ac, 
from,  434.  Lieut  James  Reed,  at 
Abram's  plains,  (1784,)  435,  436. 
Letter,  J.  Buyers,  Ac,  439.  Pres.  D., 
writes  to  magistrates  at,  440.  To 
judges,  441,  442,  443.  Wilson  and 
Bradford,  on  priTate  right  of  soil, 

445,  446.    Prisoners  in  Easton  jail, 

446.  Dispatches  fh>m  Gen.  Arm- 
strong, 447.  Got.  of  Conn,  to  J. 
Franklin,  righu  of  settlers,  Ac,  447, 
451.  Letter,  Hugh  WilUamson.  (1785,) 
on  Memorial  Aram  Conn,  claimants, 
449.  J.  Gardner,  respecting.  Ac,  451, 
Got.  Conn,  to  Congress,  (1784,)  451. 
453.  James  Wilson,  (1785)  to  Pres.  D. 
45^.   l>a^\^^«laL^ft\i^.AVv^V^^&?^. 
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